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FaAs g1r1

Shé .°wWas: the eldest
sh?5

f?_31$térs., When,
fg?er {gther'{an¢

1@h{idren ' it
‘Sca te:.;ff"'/

me way, we ca“V
. L '1

i
B

L ) " 1.
oya)are,oldfenough to

i#'meat and”sklns.ﬂ

good 7brden

clothlng

so it was.doge,;yThe”bfpﬁéx
[ I ‘-="_':
IPEREEREE v

’;ft And és} she salw_y

famlly prospered

it ,'/«, A S I
A/,( Ca el T

y

But Weasel Woman was /mot Satlsfled -Manj
_ ]
_young- men- and many old anw ;1ch men: wdnted tc

‘marry her-f .She sa1d "No'"fso loudly, and sc

quickly, that .after a tlme a11 knew thatﬂ

.would not méfty‘f Whereveat'.hav

v

VWarridrs_ gathered"fori] dance, or p feast,

there she = was looklng on, llstenlng to’tﬁ/il

‘_talk, and g1v1ng' what. help sheﬁcould Ant

:whenv a .party returpedysfrom; war, sh¢ Qﬁs
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Weasel WOmen sa1d "Somehow, ,
_manage '‘to . 1ive. *’ You 'boys are old,enoughjﬂo

hunt «and- bring 1n meat and sklns.. We ithree
‘31sters 'w111 keep the lodgeAﬁn good order
and/tan the sklns for our clothlng.,_

L
\,'v‘vv . K i

10ﬁdEstr Jn prqlslng them.' All

[ 5

she talked of

I
N ,/’

a11 she:thoughu abbut;

ol On evenlng 1n her twe tleth summer ‘a.

was war. .

,la;gez.party,’of‘warrloné startedlout to cross‘

ftho “m ﬁntains and 1nald the Flatheadsu{ ThEYzYﬁ
}travel 11 hlght.:; ht. came, thexﬁv

.found,thathease1;W o h them.' PRER R
a. .‘ l‘
'(, 3. )
- Cen
.
i &, “, 'a".)
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nQr“/pcthered
themd\treatid

; forthﬁfr%h\any t
PIE ’was-"'

:{ they ‘dlscovered-fhe'enemy.
o ¢5%£~ of the Flatheads as the1r fr1ends, the'
o Pend d Orellles.g When. nlght came t‘ey went :
X close up to it, and the woman sa1d ‘to the war
;; chlef “"Let me go 1n flrst. Let me . see,what.
ﬁ Ii~can? do. i feel that I'shall be successful

‘inrwthereu ;‘"Go'" the chief told her,, and we

w111v'walt for you here, andee ready to- help

Wlf you ’t |
Th€"woman' went-,lnto the camp,*&hereLall

the,.best horses: Qﬁl'}hs; pe0p1e-—the1r fast ﬁ

trouble}, T

Ve

L ‘-‘"A.!'
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It ,was at the edge of Flathead Lake .tKat they -
.discovered the enemy. There was a large camp .
_of the Flatheads and their friends, the Pend - =

d'Oreilles. c 2t
buffalo runners;, their »racefs, " and their¥

<ot ad iq!f——were picketed close to the lggges
their different owners. .If she was aftaid )
'Qf> belng discovered and killed, she never

admitted its ‘The * dyihg hooﬂ~,gave light

enough for--hér to see the #ize and color.'of -

the horses. She: took . her -time and-. went
‘around” among ~ tHem.: . Making her choice, she
. h ‘ N * )
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e .

'icnt the ropes of three f1ne p1nta horses, and
,;ied.‘t7em out to wherelthe party ‘awaited her.ﬂ:
'ifThere. she t1ed bhem, gnd went back 1nto campJ
.with the ch1ef and pis. mern and aga1n came out
"'with_.three, horses. Sajd she then*h "I have‘

hbqkén"enodgh for this t1mez'I w111 awa1t you'

here and ake care of what we have. S ;ﬁé

.~

The/ men _went" bach_,several t1mes.4:Then“
_‘,nav;ng/ %11 ”-the 'horses they cbuld ‘drive?
rapidly, the party struck for the mountaius.
In 'haeveral days . time they arrived ~ home

-without the ’oss ‘of' a man or a horse.

m; S

.k:4 Y u  few days.after the party came into camp

. the'fmed1c1ne lodge ‘was " put up. On4the dax‘
a.jthat the vwarrfors tounted theirlcnnps,'henf
‘ / namés were given them. -An old warrior and
/{’ nedicine man"called Weasel Woman before-the‘
people and had. her count her coup-—of g01ng
‘twice 'intd' the enemy s camp and-taklng six
horses. All -shouted> approval.. . Then the
medicine man gave her the name,'Pi’-ta mak-a, -
Running Eagle. A very great name of a chlef
- whose//shadow had some time befdre gone on to
4 the Sand H111s. ’ o o f' ) —
After that hPistamaka,.as we npwtmay call

her, did  not have to snegk after a party in
orderl_to go to war with them. She was askedf

. -

L5y
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Then having all the horses they could drite o
-rapldly,,the party struck for the mountalns.

Lo d _ . Y S
: - - L

;tb"go; After - two . or three more successfu

gyra;ds against different enem1es,‘the Crow
fith Sioux, -and the Flatheads, she hers lf
?became "a *war. chief. Warriors begged”to be
i llowed to join’.her ﬁartles.' They believed
'?that ‘where she led‘,nothryg/’but éood luck.
- would - come to them. .She 'now wore men's
chothlng when on a ra1d At home she wote

—‘her'iwoman s cloghlng But even in that ﬂress

ﬂ'she, 11ke any man, gave feasts, and dancés.
:The greatest chfefs and warriors @ame to them

‘i'nd wérenglad to be there.*
. M N . . . o ..
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_ .‘On-~ her vsixth?raid Pi’ tamaka 1ed a 1arge .
. war party' against< the Flatheads. On theof
4_other4 side of the mountalns, they fell 1nf2
- with a war pa_r.ty1 of - Bloods; one’ of gur.

brother tribes of the North ' For several
days the two parties traveled alohg togethem.,
the Blood chief, Fa111ng =

i! tamaka s servant, "Go te11

- Thens one. evenlng

X

- Bear, sa1d Lo

~your chigf" woman; that I would. 11ke to marry
her." = S 7 e .

"Chief, jwfou do not understand " the boy‘

told him, "She is not that Kind. Meg are her

brothers, . and nothlng more, She w111 never:

marryL_ I cannot give hef‘your'message.‘.T_am

afraid that she 'will be angry-with me for
p .

carrylng it to her. .

On the next day, as ‘they were traveiing'
along, the Rlood ch1ef sa1d to Pi'tamaka, "I
“have hever loveq vbat . T love ngow. I love
.you. My Heart is all yours.. Let us %arry
"I will not say 'yes' to that, nor will I-
say 'no'," the wqman ch1ef answered him. , "I .
will consider, ‘what ° JOU ask, and glve you an'
Lanswer after we makeL%hls ra1d o ) ‘ 
< And w1th that -the Blood chlet said no
more but felt encouraged He thought that 1":;
time she would agreento become his woman. 'f‘ N
P e Ny _ ’ h
‘ | i SR ‘\ ",4’4‘*'9’ ,




‘ On. ‘the_ other elde of the mountaxns, they fe11
. in - with- “war party - of Bloods, ohe of‘/g(

brother trlbes of the North

That . very ,~even1ng ‘ the scouts*vahead
discoVeréd §~ei_1arge camp of Flathead and
'kootenai'-Indians, more than a hundred lodges
of themtf-'When' n1ght came both partles drew'
siclose t.iht 'tot dt. . Pl'tamaka ordered her

-followers[ to lremaln wﬁerehthey were and told
,the Blood ch1ef to’ say the same thing to his
‘men. She ', then told the Blood ch1ef to go
“into the c'amp d tak.e morses. - He ‘'went ‘in

, ¢
~and returne,d w1th *one ’horse. o

- - ’.l\;
) .
-’ . '

C et e
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" said Pi'tamaka, and

"It is now my-turn;
v Shef%ent in and brought out two horses. .
: The' Blood ~chief wem@ in and brought out
two horses.: ' i o oo
P1 tamaka went . in. and brodghtFOut four .-
horses. EE S -
de' The Blood chief went in and brought out
'twd ho&ses. '
' Pyt taﬁhka went in and brought out one
horse. " And tha>rshe said to the Blood chief,
,‘"Ouf‘ men, aré hecomlng 1mpat1ent toy go 1n'r
theme -and take horses. We lel each of us goh

-in  once- more,'and then let them do wha& they"

can." -«So the Blood chief’ went in for thei-

_fburth ,and‘,iaﬁg time, and came back 1ead1n
four horses, making nine in all. And then
Pi’tamaka’ went _in and cut the ropes Of’eightf
horses,. and " safely 1led them out, making in 

;ali' flfteen that she had taken The warriors

'.then *went in, making several tr1ps._ Then,.

with all the horses that could be ea311y

"driven, the big double party headed home

| On - the nént day, ~as", Pi' tamaka and the- .

" Blood chief ‘were riding tbgether,.he said to

her: . ' \ -

"T 1love you,'so muchh%hat I ¢an

wait .no longeE-,for my answer.. Give-



Pi'tamaka said, "I gave you your chancel It
would have been 'yes' had you:- taken more
horses than I did from the camp of the enemy.. .
- But .I took the most. Therefore I cannot

marry you." s

“it to me now. I believe that you are
going to say, . 'Yes, I will be your

woman.'"

'M“Said Pi'tamaka: _
. "I gave you your " chance. It
would have been yes had you.taken
‘more horses’ than I did from the camp
of the enémy. But I took the most.
. -‘Thereane I caﬁﬁot'marry you."

14 1’0 '
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That was her way of geﬁtiﬁg_arounﬁ-saying
"no" to the chief. - She had beaten him, an
old experienced warrior, -in taking of the, 
enemy's"hdrses, He ‘éonld not ask her again
to become his woman. It is said that he, felt -
yexy badly about it all. oA '

Pi'tamaka now carried-a gun when she went
to war. - She used it well in several fights
with the eneﬂy,-cgﬁntihg in all three'coups{ﬁ
Each one of them the taking of a gun from the -
man ,she herself killed. Ahd then, haiya! On
her ninth ‘raid she led a party againSt.thé
Flatheads.. While she and all her men @ere‘in

the camp choosing horses and ‘cutting the
)

ropes, the 'Elatheads discovered them and
began firing. She and five of her men were
killed. - And so passed Pi'tamaka, virgin,ﬂand

brave woman chief of our people. ' She died

young, about seventy winters ago.

" The End



And so" passed Pi'tamaka, virgiﬁnd Brave_
woman  chief of our people. . 7 : E

R

o
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“Rising Wolf ‘;n

A ,
. "THE CAUSE OF THI&GS"
v by, James’ Willard Schultz S r\
5 ‘. W . . .

,l:" - On ]a» b1tter1y,,cof? night after the
'rﬁedicine Chlnookf Reﬁ Eagle" ‘and I set-wlth

-hﬂ?-lodge.} The buffalo robe

couches . were ”:SOft ‘and - comfortable. The

grateful heat of ‘the 'flrebgmadé_us drowsy,

. . . ® :
‘talk ' became . slow, ~and/, finally‘ stopped.

'{.Tresently the' wlfe of 'the. young man:rwho

T;herded'rthe old'’man's horses came in with her
..;lPH# A The coupie ma e the1r home with Rlsdng
- Wolf and d’relie(ed hlm

"f\,!:-_all household

’

5woman took her plﬁceron a long, broad
5,.1' 1. ‘

‘.‘ LS )

do

B

uch_ w1th w1llow sla back rests at
: ehd of Lt to the lefé“%f the doorway

whqt .the. child could be
he, }aﬁned and looked at his
”Nee-Ksis Tah, who made

v”,Then
y.h§§¢ﬁi,




RS,
il ’,u\, v

P

On a bitterly cold night after the Medicine.

Chinook,— Red Eagle and.I sat whth'Risiug'Wolfﬂ;
in his/laqdge. IR ' e

Red\Eagle‘spokq: _
-+ "Yoman, is it possible that you o
‘have not yet ' taught - you son the
cause of ‘things. You have not told
him the sacred .t.ales? N_(;? . Well, %
come here my boy, and I will tell you -

. a story."

. . ' .
, a -

18 BT COPY AVAILABLE




"7 The. littlep)feilow readily ran afotind t Hf
-fire to. him, ° He.was careful to cmrclg pa?té

.

the doepwai instead of in. front of the master '

‘of . the .1-odg'é--§:l:£; whuld' break | one g1
' ‘ d'icozily yn hlS lap.{%

3-"Now. f Now tell 'me,. grandfather,A tell me

L

true, who made us7" the boy akked again., - .

~medicine--and nest

“The old * man fondly stroked his shlnlng,y
‘parted and neatly braided hair. "He’ answered,
" "0ld Man made us. I don't know

who made him. I;Euess'h%‘always was,

He was ,and is a god. He was not

called 01d Man«béceuse of'great age.

The Ezods can not grow old, they live
“fore Our first‘fethere/gave him
il-wythat name because of his gppéarance.
He blue eged whlte skinned andf
hls,‘halr is the colorvof_the morning
sky just bhefore the rising sun comes

1n\,sight.- He is .very -handsome, a

-ﬂ; 4$ery‘,ﬁeautiful mau -this god, .this
| world maker of ours. o
;. Well, 01d .Man, having made the.
~world,’ thegvpla;ns and mountains, the .

) .great " lakés ‘and rivers and little

streams, the trees, plants and

graSéeSf and all theaanimels; having

© 19



Fa-'e = answered, "Old Man made us.

“don'i know ‘. who 'made him. I guess.he"always
yas.’ He was and is a god. : .

8 s
i v

. got everythingi ready; ‘then made us.

. ‘That-'is he made our first fathers -and
" mothers. But it was not a-very good

" place,. there where he caused them to

grow up and - increase. It was in.a

small valley at the foot of grgét

mountains. Soon the people became so

0
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:_many that, the; killed of f hll'the','
game and began_»tdl starve. Anyhow,
there was no fbpd'animals other than
deer and ﬁirds.iﬁgthe country. ' . o

L, Said ap old man to ﬁis_ﬁgfe;and
’ HiS"thége'.married sons one dayi 'I'w;iﬂ
"have 'ha@ a talk with our Maker:  He

told. me of é country he .haa'made"‘
’ Qherg game is plentifql'and pointed
" the way. Let us go -and find ft;' ;

" They sté:ted,g the four men apd
vomen.  After climbing high, rough
L m9ﬂﬁtains‘ for: mén; d;ys. and

w* ’"descending them for pany more days,

‘ fhey cahe at last to the edge 6f the.
great plains., There they saw.géme of
all kinds.' They saw’ many,..manyk

o animals ndw to them. The oddest of

all were
buffalo.

; -son, 'let | us kill one of those high

1ose that later they named

‘jther,' said .the oldest

~ backed, 16;g whiskered,-black-horned
) "5rasé" eaters ‘and taste its flesh.
Something tells me that it will be
good. "' |
'"Very wellif the father ansJered,
'it shall be as you séy. He rubbed a;
.i ©  secret black «médicine’ on, his son's

-

’

&
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He rubbed a secret black medicine -on. his
son's . feet that . enabled him to run right up
alon331de .a band of animals and k111 a number
of them with bow and arrow. .

* e N o .,

" feet. which eqabled " him to.run fight .
up- aldngside a 'Band of the anlmals,'_A
fﬁnd _kiik"a "number of them with bow-‘-2;
o fénd arrow.  Their flesh proved to be
?i_ L;betfe; thah 'that of any of the. 6theﬁ%
| mew' animals. The h1des were found to

_be Dbest of all for maklng lodges and

b

Coow
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«clothing, warm wraps’, -and bedding.
WMy son, you haye done a great favor
" to us,'all,' sa®d the “father. 'T see

now that we  are to " become a very

/ Mumerous .people, too many to all édmp.

together and hunt - together.
Thérefore, you and your ghildreht and
those to ‘com@ ‘after th%m,'shall be

known asjéhe Blackfeet clan', 1In time

Y

‘to’ * come you must 1eavg. us, and
choose, and 1iv% in a part of this

)

great hunting ‘ground 01d Man  has

Kl

given us,'

_ Co T Y
Hearing this, | the othr, sons
became - jealous of their ' elder
Jprother. - 'You maké . him first in

everything,’ Ehéy told their father.

'"You give  him the . strong ‘black.\'_

running medicine. ~You give hinm
1 \

‘name for himself and his clan that is

‘to ‘be. ,You give him the choice of a

part. of thislig:eat plains country;

. Now,'.what are you going to do for
us?' | T »
'Go  forth on discgv?ry,'..the
‘father brdere&t 'Go east; éd.south,
»into unknown-to-us - éountry and learn

what is there. When- you return I

- gy
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will give

yoiu have d ne.'

The . sqns ‘departed at.'once.'add\fﬂ

were-.gdhe
§on‘“return d Vflrst He brought some
weapons an .same beautlful clothlng
of a . strange. people,-enemles who had

i1l hlm.- "So -the-father

\Fl‘l&d .to’ k

named  him Pi- kun 1‘ clothing, ' and

from him are - we, tﬁt peOple.of this

t¥ibe, - descenﬂed * + The "whites,

knowing no better, <call wus ‘South
. &5

Blackfeet.

-

~

The third son, the youngeSt, came

home. He  had: gone farthest and-seen
many strange peOples.f He killed and

scalped a numbefﬂ of - thexr chiefs,

Because of « that the name Ahk-ai-na,-

or fg;-short, Kal .na, Many Chiefs was

given *hlm” for himself and those to

Vs
come after him. _ <;\
. As the 0old father had\

edictéed,
the children of his sops,pﬂhd their

children after - 'thém; _rapldly
increased in thé 'riqh'géme land 01d
Man ~had given them. Soon the time
came  when tﬁey"'were o%iiged_ to

sepaijjip Haviné the first’ right,

20 24
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you'names according to what :
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the cBlaekfeet clan chose the Eounlry
watered by the, North Saskatchewan -
Rlver “and its trlbutarles. Next, the
lan_ Qf the —kun i had’ the sayy ‘and
'%"fhey 'Edokh thi lands along the upper
Nisso ‘River’and its feeders This -

to be tme richest land of alli., -

£ There ﬁwgs left, then for the Kalena;

or as the whites mistakénly call
.them, “the bloods; the. country wééered
by “the Belly, 01d Man's, ‘and  St.
Mary's ‘Rivers, and that they qhose;
And .that, my son, is the stery’of the
beginningl of things., Having hade us 4
and given us the best of all g%me )
lands,. he went away to. the west,
saying that he would return some day
.We 1look for him. to arrive at any '
time.
"Yes, grandfather,' " the youngster piped,
"I dnaerstand it all now. The Old Man made . .
us and gave us, the Blackfeet, Kei—na and
Pi-kun-i, the " richest country of all 'the
world for vour very ' own. Yes, he waslveryf
good to us, wasn't he! Tell me moie-eboutfé
him," o |
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"Not togight. I

. sleepy," . the 6ld_mgnﬁansﬁ;ﬂ'
his  ‘mother. .’nghih;_flyeb"mlqupes. he " was
) . R Lo ' - e 8 b_.':\';y" .

P CEFUREPR R

sleeping..

Q

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



‘.
o



":of larger.;story called. -"Famine. Winte

oy

f;..c

-

WHY- G
" Lee- Silllmaz Unlversity of Oklahoma Pres

;cég James : Willard;-Schu
‘BEa

anineteenth century... ‘He -
»greav Buffalo herds. dlsappear ‘and the for

ckfeet during the . "1, 0
“saw. the 1ast‘ofzth

‘of - the Blackfeet onto smaller and .sma
-reservatlons.e' He _wrote many: 'storles a
the - Blackfeet “"The Céuse of Thlngs" is part
found ONE THOSE TIMES (ed. by Euge
.‘Norman," - 1974) The present’ editor, d
-"Reyhner, 51mplif1ed ‘the . storles - for us
-elementary - §tuddﬂts "von the “Black
Reservatlon.j-' - :
The- Blpckfeet Reservatlon wis: located in{

g_éﬂFth—central Montana -on" the eaStern ‘edge of;

the_ Rocky Mountalns next ‘to Glacier National®
Parb A~ waterfall in Glacier National Park.
~is named 'in _honor . of Running Eagle whﬂ'
probablx lived ‘sometlme ‘in the f1rst half of
the nineteenth’ century.»-

o ie¢arn more about ! the Blackfeet three
*are - suggested: "THE BLACKFEET: RAIDERS

LLIOF THE "NORTHWESTERN PLAINS by ‘John-'C.* Ewers,

" tUniversity of. Oklahoma Press, 1982 BLACKFOOT

: 'Un1versity of Nebraskw Presé,

{(Thls is a reprlnt

,,,,,,

LODGE TALES -'by George - s ~ Grinnell,”
962 (This is a
reprin  of the' 1892 edition); .'and: THE OLD:
NORTH RAIL" LIFE LEGENDS AND" RELIGION‘OF
THE BLACKFEET.. INDIANS by- Walter McClintock

'Unlver51ty of- Nebraska- Press,»LincoIn, 19§8

"the 1910 ed;tion)

-
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_The ‘Helart -Butte " B111ngual gram -has
published . a number: of other stories for
children "about the .Blackfeet. 1nc1ud1ng YThe . -
Loud - Mouthed Gun "Lame Bear "Natdsi: |
Strong = Medicine" . MSik-ki- m1 ‘and "Lititle 3
‘Blaze -and - the. Buffalo Jump" These ‘storiesz’ -
‘'span °the hi§tory of  the Blackfeet from thalk
time before they 'had horses 'and guns ti
their  first contacts with White-men in
middle of the -nineteenth century. They are
‘available = from - the’ non- profit . Comncil: for
Indian Education; Box 31215, BiY¥lings, Mﬂﬁ.
-59107. L _ L :

Hearthutte Bi1ingual7P%ogramvStaff".

- ’JOn_Reyhne?,fDifector
aWafﬁen ‘Adams, Asst. Dir./Curriculum Spec.
- Mqily-Buli.Shoe,_Resoufte Téacher |

.

. Ann W1111amson, .Secretary
- Pat Calf Boss Rlbs, "Home- School Llalson
: ¥

. Uwa__ Teachlng Aldes
.AArlene'Grant“ Catherlne Ha11
‘Frances Hardman, Pau11ne Runnlng Crane

<y . :
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