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FOLKLORE REFERENCE SOURCES

ﬁm~ﬂm the thionusarids of books about various aspects aF

. folklore are hardreds that conld be comsidered basic reference

sources.  Listed here are those that are useful encugh to the
liprarrzans at the tritversity of Arizona library to be incluaded

iri the ceritral refererce collection; with a few added from the

stacks:

801*n1ng folklore is always a prﬂblem, mﬁstly pecaise
findirig & stopping place in the definition is almnst 1mpn551ble.
wWwher dees Tolklore become culture? history? religion? anthropo-—
logy? Does folklore include such subjects as the cecult? o
witcheraft? astrology? Can folklcoire be linited to the recorded

sral traditions of varicus ciltures, or should music, darnce, and

costume e included? Obviously, there is a 1ot of overlap amarg

aili thece subjects. The sources llsted here are uﬂly thnsg7§h§§

deal with tha. oral trad1t1on of f;lklnre, 1nc1ud1ng Syﬂe legerds
anc mytnology, as it is Pecorded irvi books ard perlmdlcals.

Library of Congress class1f1cat1ﬁn riumbers are Iﬁcinded ta

help those persons in LC arranged libraries firid these souarces,
arid similar ores on nearby shelves.
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I- ENCYCLOPEDIAS AND DICTIONARIES

A. GR Dictiornary of Mytholcgys FEolkleres and Symibols.

23 Gertrude Jobes: - New York : Scarecrow; 1961.
J&

This 3 volume short—entry dicticrary is simple to
ase arid contains most answers to the wWho, what, where
type guesticns about world folklore. The third vigliume
is a subject index to the flPSt two, containing a{
listing of deities and a table of mythological af
tions. Th1s is a good place to find short arnswers abont
the escteric details.

itia—-

E. GR FEunk and Wagrall’s Stardard ngtliﬂétv of Ecikiore;
35 Mythelogy, and Legend. New York @ Fiank arid Wagriatti,
Fa 1349,

A gatherlng of articles of vawyxﬂg quallty, this

d1ct1onary format, & voinme work is not as detailed as

Jobes (abave), but treats some subjects in greater _ _

depth. Many of the ertries are fascinatingly readable.

(21 defiriitiornis of "Folkiore"” by 21 separate authors are

Iﬁciuded ) Very useful cross references are_given to
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.. FF  Daniels Ercyclopedia of Superstiticry Folklore, and the

L1997 Occult Sciences: 4 vol: ci9@3 (reprint, Detrait : Bale,

nEE 1971)

This old 4 volume scurce contains the arnswers to
some folklore questions mot found in the other encyclo-

pedias., especially those dealing with popular supersti-
tioris: \ or
eritry irdex in the third volume.

‘There is broad subject arrangement, with a short

&R  Enzyklopadie des Marchens: Berlin : Walter de Griuyter,

0.
55 1577: 3 volumes and supplements.
E6
, Up to date amu complete listings and defirniticns
of world folkiore, folklorists, terns, and motifs. ,
Long biblicgraphies accompany the corcise articles.  In
Germarn.
E: OGR An Encyclopedia of Fairies iHobgsbiinsy Brownies.
549 EBogies, and other. Supernagural Cpreatures). New York :
E74  Pantheon,; 19376.

A furn—-to read, dicticonary forimat source, this is
the place to find cut where your grandmother came up
with ner name for what yoi khnicw as goblins. It oftern
iricludes complete folktales tio illustrate the character
entries.

F. GR_ Popular Belief awd Superstitiors: a Compendium oF
11i@ Qmerican Folklore. Arina Casetta, et.al. Bostaon i
Uzg G.K. Hall, 1981. )
P8z o ) o
36,809 popular superstiticms are nere compiled,
takeri from a collection in Ohio: A form is provided for
yoit tio contribute yiour own mild phobias:  The index (v
3) provides good access to the broad subject arrange-
mierit of this works -
6. BR  Dicticnary of Imaginary Places. Alberto Margiel. New
&5 York : MacMillan; 198@:

58 : o .
.~ Riphabetical listings of places that appear in folk-
lore, mythology, and fiction (such as OZ and Pepperlard)

are given entertaining write-ups in this gazeteer.




H. RC A Dicticrary of Medical Folklore. Carol Arne Rinzler;

61 New York : Crowell, 1973
RS6 fr entertaining, straightforward soarce which can

answer a iot of commonly asked guestions. Indexed. Yes,

there is an entry under "chicken soup".

i. BR Eestiare Fabuleux: Jean Paul Elebert. Paris : A.
aes Michel,; 1371
£482 S .
All the fabulous beasts you’ve ever wanted to krnow
about are here defined. .. Where_they come from and
descriptiaons are included. In French.

J. National and Regional Dictionaries and Encyclopedias.
Theére are many of these. Here are a few: .

1. GR B Dictiorary of British Folk-tales. Katherire M. ,
1431 Briggs. {London I Routledge and Kegan, 197@. 4 vols
BE&9

Iricludes plot sumnaries and historical tracings of
each tale.

2. GR Harndworterbucher zur Deutschen Volkskunde: Berlin
166 Walter de Bruyter, 1927: 12 vol:
BZS

All types of Berman foikioﬂe is treated in this

massive e volume work in Germari

-

3. BR_Diccicraric Folklorico Argenting. Buenos Aires : E1-
133 Ateneo, 1548, 1952. '
A7 S
Terms; characters,; and tales are explairned in this
ore volume work in Spanish.

che1ﬁnaw10 re}RleP%ee Brasilierc. Rim de Jarieiro @

4, GR_ Dicgigmarig Folkleorieco Brasilieve
i33 Instituto Nacional, 1962,
B:i’ ) o 7. 7 B ) .
C7 Like above, in Portiguese.

5. GR A HéﬂQEEEE of Irish Fglklore. Sean 0’Suilleabhsain:

146 London @ Herbert Jenkins, 1942 (reprint; 1963):

ﬂrrahged fior brLWSIng under targe generail head:ngs,

the tabie of cortents is the only index:




1I- BIBLIOGRAPHY

~ These are scurces aimed specifically at Falklore. Other,
more general sources aisc cover the subgects well. Ratterson? s

citerary Research Guide is especially good for finding sources

about the literature of folklore., . Most of these biblicgraphies
cover American folklore; theré aré biblicgraohies of varyirg

guality
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for many other citltures.

Cievelard Publiic Library Catalog of Folklore, Folklife,

Folksongs. end ed. Bostorn @ 6. K. Hall, 1378,

Thiee large volumes of pririted catalog cards from
a special collection.
3

Fulklore; a Study and Resource BGuide: Brunvard: New

York : St Martin’s, 1976

Ari essay biblicgraphy of refererce sources about

folklore, this has good arrwtations and comparisons of

the sonrces it covers: Coverage is spotty; however.

coraphy of North American Folklore and Folksowa.

A Biblicoraphy of Nerth American Folklore and Folksow
Charles A. Haywood. New York : Dover, cl951.

Dated but still useful, Haywood is noted for its
attention to North American Indian Lore. Folktales are
elaborately classified by types and areas and extensive,
wrarmotated bibliographies aré incliuded. The very
recessary index in volume 2 provides access by author,
title, and subject.

________________ shys 195@-1974. Flariagan:
Y

Metuchen, N.J. : SC

. Mostly a simple list of 3602 books ard .pericdical
articles arranged by subject, with short annctatioris.
Very selective; indexed. :

T Philadelphia : Institute for the Study of Human Issues,
1377.

Part I covers North America, listing bibliographies,

gerieral sources, and geographically specific socurces:
Part II includes listirgs for the West Indies, Cerntral,

arid South America by area. There are indexes in each

crmi 1 sisiem s baids b o~k aramd RmoamAdismne swe hweasd: malbivna Phis



Biplicgraphy of Capadian Folklore im English. Fowke ard

il
L’) .

RURY R}

Carpenter. Toronto @ University of Toranto, 1981,

o L o M
oo

Arrarged by type of materials and indexed only by
aiithors and titles, this rieeds easier access. No
arvictatiors.

1i1- CLASSIFIEATION; GUIDES

d. PN  The Folktale. Stith Thompson. New York : Dryder

toat Press, 1946.
15 . S S , S
Unfortumately outdated in its bibliographies, this
is still an excellent introduction to the problems of
Folklore study. The easy, chatty style makes for good
reading. Thonpsor ivicludes N. Americar Indian tales and

sources.
E. GR The Iypes of Folktale: Stith Thompsor. Helsinki :
1 Folklore Fellows, 1961.

_F3E L L -

#168% . Aritti Aarrne inverted the “Firmish Method" “or cias-
sifying folktales. Stories are reduced to outlires and
pach aspect of the plot is analyzed. The tales are ‘hen
plotted geegraphically and (when possible) chronolog-
icatiy; from this information the first place of origir

of the taie carn be deduced, and the origingl plot._
 Sunbsegnent versions are classed under this Basic plot.
"Transitated and enlarged by Stith Thompson, agd; printed
in Foikiore Fellows Communication, 1961, this iricludes

cross—-references to his motif index (see below). This

smurce is very useful feor tracing the history of a folk
tate as well as for locating different versicns of the
=id favorites.
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1V— INDEXES

ircliuded here are several kinds of irndexes: to find folktales
i collecticons,; to find fmlktal@s by motifs, and pericdical
irdexes to find articles about folklore. Again, more general
irdexes are alsc dsefil, most notably the MLA biblicgraphy.

/

Index to Faipytales, Myths, and Legends. Eastmar (1326-49)

D

Ireland (195S@0-13977). Westwoind, Mass. @ Faxon.

Lot i @
03~

raight forward index to tales, by title, list-
tHey appear in ciollections,

-
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Motif Index of Folk Literature: 8tith Thompson: & vols

Bloomington, Indiama @ Indiarna University, 1955-8.

UM
fu~d.3

~4

This very complete work gives access to. tales of

T — T, s el
which wiou can only remember part: Five volumes of

subject-arrarnged tales are indexed in the sixth veolume.

Specific subjects car be browsed quickly. Thompson

inciudes the oral tradition of myths, legends; and

miscellaneosus narratives;. and loses only a little by
being siv dated: '

BR The Staryteller’s Scurcebcck. Margaret Read MacDonald.

——— o e e

T4. 6 Detroit : Bale, 1982.

m3

A condernsed,; rnewer work like the Motif Index; this
is very popilar in smaller libraries; and very useful
to children’s librarians for finding stories for Story
time on specific subjects. )

Folkicre; an Annotated Biblicoraphy and 1Im
Eise B. Ziegler. MWeston,; Mass.
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This combines the motif index with ar index to
collections. Unfortunately; it is very short. Excel—-
lent ahkéﬁgéﬁéﬁt provides easy, giiick access.

. . _ . . - - . . I . ] o -
E. Gi ApStracts of Eolklore Studies. 19€3-1973. Austir, Texas .:
!
_ . _This was a guarterly selesction of aﬂticles,abcu%
folklore from journals. Approximately 302 citatiorns
were in each igsue of articles about wusic, gereral
country life, cooking, etiinic groups, linguistics, etc.
in additiorn to "straioht" folklore. All of this has



£y Auerican Faslkiore Films and Videctapes. New York :

L mmelllal Dhilnil= Laz2ldla 2058 Xo2=2=2=228822
=984 Bowker, 1976 : '
Vg ' .- : :
4  Voi; 1 is an index; and vol. 2 a catalog (witn
descriptions and illustrations). A subject index ard
iist of distributors are included. .

Y= PERIODICALS

There are hurdreds of folklore pericdicals worldwide. They

range From the popilar (Eaxfire) to the scholarly. Some are

listed here; chosen for their worldwide or large area coverages

Browse the shelves im the GRl area for other regicnal magazines.

A. BR Folklore: London @ The Faolklore Societys

—— L e R

1. - L o
FS + Twa issues per year of about 13@ pages each cover
wor idwide folkiore. Very prestigicus, this has been
piublished sirce the 188&és.
E. BW. gourpal of the Folklore Institute. Bloomirgton, Indianas
1 : I o o
JB7 Schoiarly, worldwide coverage of folklore irn three

issues per year. Approximately 15@ p. per issue.

' C. GR Fabuls. Berlinm : Walter de Gruyter.
Fas A trilivgual (Germar, Evnglish, arid French) jourwnal
covering worldwide folklore in a scholarly way, this is

issled twice per year with abcut 202 pages per issue-

D. BR Journal of American Folklore. Washington, DiE:

mam LU Sl KQllSaassSa e nemmm S S

1 _American Folklore Society.

Jg E S ) _ L
# Nowth Americar coverage. 4 issues per year of about
= -

E. GR_Qsiap Folklore Studies: Nayoya; Japan : Nanzan Uriiv.
537 .
o L - - D o N
F& .~ Covers anything related to folklore and folk music

i, Asia. Two 30@ page issues per y@ar.

F. BR Jourpal of Latin Arerigan Lore. Los Arigeles : UCLA

1 Latirn American Center:
J8S
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