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/- The Conference .
‘ " . The Conference on Earily €hildhood was held from.September 22
to September 24, 1983 at the ontario Institute fo; studies in
Education (OISE) in Toronto: The objectives of this conference
of early childhood researchers from across canada were: |

N

<
N

— co - )

1. to review the directions of current research, as represented

by the work of conference part1c1pants, to share research

. questions and methodology and to dlSCUSS ideas for future

,,,,,

environments of four—year¢old children; asrproposed by
the International Association for the Evaluation of .
Educational Achievement (IEA).

\

estabilshment of a consortlum of réséérchers whose shared

. N -

\\\ 1nterests in: eariy chlldhood would prov1de a needed network

of communxcatxon -among such researchers in Canada. The fEA

proposal whlch 1nsp1red the conference\empha51zes the need

to deve]op a strong theoretlcal and emplrloel framework for
N guidlng research and ratlonallzlng practxce; The oonference

was dlrected toward contrlbutxng to the development of such

- . :
a framework.‘\\\\ : : _ N '
. \\ . . f‘ . N N




Each of the two principal objectives of the conference
occupied roughly half of the scheduled time of the three-day
conference péribé.‘;fhé format included opportunities for
individual reports of current and planned research,; as well

Funding for the conference was-received from four sources:

\

1. Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council of
canada (SSHRCC);

2. t-inistry of EduCétion; Ontario;

3. oatario Institute for Studies in Education (OISE):

4. Faculty of Education, University of Toronto.

Ellen Regan of OISE and Andrew Biemiller, Institute of
~-Child study, University of Toronto; planned the conference

and served .as to-chairpersons of "the conference sessions.

The Proceedings '

} This report summarizes the .conference proceedings  under

I3

the following areas of .focus:

i. the Participants;

2. overview of Reported Research on Early Childhcod:

co
*




3. response to the IEA Preprimary Proposal and directions
for the future; . .

-

4. Appendices: A:. Academic Participants' Current Research Work,
B.  IEA Sampling Plan
. . ¢. Brockman Observation/Coding Schedule
b. Proposal for a National Coordinating
Centre.
B I o e S
It is hoped that this report will meet the needs of the .
participants, and also address the interests of otHers who are
engaged in research and policy development; and may wish to
become involved in the Preprimary Project as.it develops.

. e

-

SECTION ONE

ks

The Participants

Twenty-one participants from aéaéémic;Céétréé-in seven
Canadian §f6§iﬁéé§; and five participants from §:ovincia1
ministries attended the conference. All particiéantéfwéié
invited to attend on the basis of their current-rééééféﬁ;
their academic position, or thé€r~position in their respective
Ministries. The national nature of the représentation in the
group was welcomed as a unigue OppéftﬁﬁiE§ to realize both the
common concérﬁs and the regional differences among Canadian

-

researchers.

~z
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of the participants from prov1nc1a1 ministries; This liaison
between policy-makers and researchers is seen as a positive and

concrete outcome of thé'cbﬁféréhCé and iE ié hcpéé that this

related to the IEA Preprlmary Proaect; both reglonally and

nationally.

‘All conference participants and their academic affiliations
are listed below and are, in addition; noted in Appendix A};
with brief descriptions 6f current research interests.

.

Participants -~ Academic Centres

Madeleine Baxllargedn Glen Dlxon
Faculty of Education . Child Study Centre
Laval University : . University of British Columbla
Quebec, . Vancoudver :
Andrew Blemlller ) Steen B. Esbensen
Institute of child Study Universite du Quebec a Hull
Univérsity of Toronto Huii
Toronto
: , Joan Gamble
Lois M. Brockman Faculty of Education
Dept. of Family Stfidies University of Moncton
University of Manitoba Moncton ,
Winnipeg : -

, Hillel Goéimah - :
Patricia Cann;ggfi v - Faculty of Education . ,
Mount Saint Vincent University University of British Columbia
Halifax Vancouver
- — Y =2 —

1. = - .z R e i e .
Aprendix A - Academic Participants.

-
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e -
Wllffed Innerd Dean

University of Windsor
Windsor
Ellen Jacobs T e

Faculty of Education

Concordla University
Montreal®

bébértﬁéﬁp of Family Studies

University of Guelph
Guelph

Margie I. Mayfield
Faculty of Education.
University of Victoria
Victoria

Solvelga M1e21tls

Dept. of Applied Psychology
OISE .
Toronto

Fred Morrlsoh

Eaculty,f Home Economlcs/
University of Alberta:
Edmonton

Ada Schermann, Chairman

Raquel B. Presser

Section prescolaire- p-lmalre
F.:S:E.

Montreal

Ellen Regan B
pegt. of Curriculum

Toronto .

Merle Rlchards ,
Faculty of Educatlon

St Carherlnes

Institute of Child Study
University of Toronto
Toronto

Donna White
Dept. of Psychoiogy

Concordia University

Montreatl

Otto Wéininger
Dept: of Applied PSYChology

Toronto

"

Participants - Provincial Ministries

Irene Kyie

Policy and Development Branch

Mlnrstry of eommunrty and

Queen's Park
Toronto 2

" Aura Hanna

Research Branch o
Mrnlstry of Educatlon
Queen's Park.
Toronto

Sylv1a McPhee

Special Education Branch
Mlnlstryﬁof,Edgcatlon
Queen's Park, Toronto

Candlce Plneault

Ministere de 1' Educatlon
du. Quebec

Québéq

Frances Poleschuk, Chief

Elementaty Education Branch
Mlnlstry of -Education
Queen's Park

Toronto



Lilian Katz of the College of Education, University of
Iiiinois accepted an invitation to attend the conference
'session dealing with the IEA proposal. She is a joint-author
of this proposal, and brought Eo the conference recent news of
international response to the proposal and pertinent comments

on design modifications of the study.

SECTION TWO

;sé'Eral major. clusters of interest and activity among the
researchers. It is important to note that this overview does

not attempt to catalogue all early childhood research currently
underway in Canada:> 1€ is, rather, a view of what is fnow

being done by twenty-one researchers whose work reflects areas of
individual ithterest in young children and, taken collectively,
gives a profile of impcrtant national and regional concerns in.
this field. The followiﬁg are areas of :ég carch activity in

3
-

2see section 3 of ‘thise proceedings for details of this discussion:

3see Biem.ller, A. "Early Childhood Education" in J:.M:H. Andrews

énd,T. Rogers (Eds '} Research on Educat;on4;n4Canada,— & State
of the Art Review (1982) Ottawa, SSHRCC

L ‘:.li)



sampling of representative stiidies from each cluster. AS

indicated, a researcher's activity may be represented by
tWwo or mMoré of these clusters. Studies mentioned in this
Section of the report are outlined by author in Appendix A.
Details of this work are available from the respective ¥
researcher. ‘

3
K

Training Models for Teachers and Child Care Workers

Interest in teacher education and professional development
is grounded in concern for the guality of 1ife of young children

»
- “; . _
Raquel Presser has undertaken “an exploratory study to

identify teachers' professional development needs. In interviews
with teachers, she finds that subjects seem to choose between
stagnation and developmernt, between ambivalence and autonomy .

She identifies as a recurring iheme the teachers' search for |

- N

support.

Lois Brockman is developing training programs for Family

Day Care Providers. Her investigation explores the relative
effectiveness of three training models on the quality Of ..

caregiving.




Mo
for dlgcuéslng how day care sEéff
How day care providers can form a partnership With the family °
-in programming for the child:

shouid view a child and

t
~
»

Solveiga Miezitis is deveioplng a new techn;que for

use .
by school psychologists In dealing with children of low self-

esteem. ‘The model includes both teacher and parent me
approaches- - .

Glen Dixon is

in ECE courses. A series of v1deotapes of child and teacher
. behaviours is accompanied by guides: He is also working on
" a model program for teaching ESL children in Vancouver

ESL chIldren in Vancouver schools.

e~

Patricia Canniﬁg,hag aﬁ‘iﬁééfégE'iﬁ prégchaai prcgraﬁg for
native children and is developing teacher

Native Peoples as well as establishing model préschoot—programs -
for Indian and Innuit children.

N

Teacher Beliefs and Perceptions

Several researchers are involvedsin studies which identify
teachers' beliefs and perceptions and/or explore the impact of

these perceptions on the educational setting:

12 ;




Steen Esbehsehfs study of teachers' perceptions of play

pedagogy is a comparative study looklng at the attitudes .

towards play held by adults worklng with young children:

: Andrew Biémiiiér, Ellen Regaﬁ and saiﬁéigé ﬁieiitis are

at the K-4 level. MleZLtLS looked at the effects of feedback

about their teaching on sEﬁ&éﬁE-Eéaéhei§‘ expectations about

> children. ﬁeg" used an observat1on/1nterv1ew/feedback cycle

to explore teachers' beliefs and to increase observer understand- '

ing of /the teacher's classroom practice.

Raquel Presser examined teacher attltudes in her study of

professronal deve10pment needs and ldentlfed as recurring
themes: fear of 1ncompetence, self-esteem, isolation; assertion

and facing conflicts.

f
|

Characteristics of Var;quscTypes of Preschool Experlence

Several researchers are’ 1nvoived 1n a survey of regional/
local preschool facilities and an evaluation of the variables .
: S o A

associated with quality of life for children in these settings.

»

e
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o

and characteristics of the provision of child care in Nova Scotia:

~ i
>

Joan Gamble has completed a survey of francophone preschool .

. centres in the province of New Bfunswick and an analysis of key

variables affecting Eﬁéifidﬁaiify;

' Hillel Goelman is studying the caregiving arrangements of

preschoolers in Viétbfiaﬁﬁrbm an ecological perspective.

Rl

Margie Mayfield is currently Vi’o’f%cin’g on a description and

analysis of Employer Sponsored Day Care in Canada, assessing

British Columbia in particular.

Otto Weininger is preparing a paper based on a review of  «

2 Sy S
the literature on children's day care centres ‘and their effects
- ~_

7

on young children:
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Detérmining/Evaluating Cha: Children in Various
Care/Educationai Settings '

The impact of’ particular . educatlonal programs and 6éré

faciltities on children is of concern to a number of researchers.
Work in this area often reflects interest in the interaction

Lo S - T T B
between child characteristics and setting variabies.

B
Hillel Goelman uses a measure of chxidren s cognltlve,

/

dlfferent care env1ronments. ilcencea day care centres,

llcenced famlly day’ care and uniicenced famlly day care homes.

Wwilfred Innerd investigates the long-term effects on

chiidren of their preschool education. He is studying the.
subsequent school performancé of children with different kinds

of preschool experience.

Margié Mayfiéia is evaiuétiﬁg the impact of a ﬁémé:baSéa

’

Merle Richasrds and Andrew Biemiller looKed at "thriving",

"average"; and "not-as-yet thriving" children in various programs
from Kindergarten to Grade Two, making an analysis of.children's
0 ;

problems and teachers' strategies.




Methodulogy : o ~

studying young children and their environments: besign and

validation of measures were critical components in Lois Brockman's

study of family day care settings. Her timed observation
“ technique achieved good reliability among observers of children
’ * : ¥
X

in the home day care environment.

"Hillel Goelman is piloting the development of new observ-

ational measures to be used in homes for the study of caregiving
arrangements for preschoolers. :
: y

Andrew Biemiller tested the structure and validity of a

.

‘teacher rating form to elicit teacher perceptions of individual

at children's self-direction.
- | )
?Phﬁa White, and associates A.B. Doyle and L. Serbin,
maintained as a primary goal of their study on social development

of young children, the refining and validation of measures of
salient saocial. cues such as gender, body-type, or language:

1

-
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ElleneReganrs,studIes of both parents beliefs and- teachers

ﬁérceﬁtions refined a method of eliciting those h iefs hrough

and elaboration, subjécts were able to clarify and refine their
initial - responses. This technique has implications for the

-
Q. ; A . ": ‘

Influence of Various Home/Eam;l¥4Var;ableseonrthe4Ereschooi
rienc _
Eﬁgg————éi B

In this cluster of research interests researchers focus on

the interaction between the characteristics of the child's home
aﬁauSareﬁteana his préschooi experience; There is an awareness

\.
life fully w1thout a close look at the critical factors of home 1i

Kathleen Brophy examines how.families cope with the chiild's

day care experlence from the perspectlve of famlly systems theory.

kg -
Batrrcxa,eannlng also analyses famlly response to a child

-

entering a pteeeﬁeel prograin in her study of the effects of

preschool education on children and families in Labrador.

-

A key 1nterest of Donna Lero is the famlly in relation to

the child's care experxence. Her study of factors influencing



4

.- >

v

paréﬁts' preferences for child care arrangemenrs explore parental

attltudes and criteria related to preferences.

’

‘ Mafgie Mayfield is involved in a cross-cultural study on-

. the impact of parent involvement in preschool intervention

programs.

Otto Weininger is studying the play of children who express

distress at separation from their parent at the day caré centre.

euaiity of Child=Adult Interactions

L

Kathleen Brophy uses observational measures in assessing

the 1nteract10n of specrai needs toddlers, speciai needs pre-

v schoolers, and non-epeéial needs preschoolers with adults. Her -
settlngs were 1ntegrated ea%ly childhood programs.

Solvelga Miezitis looked at the effects of feedback to

student teachers on their interactions with particular childten.

L 8

Merle Richards developed a teacher/chxid Interaetlon codlng
5]
measure for her analy51s of thriving vs non- thr1V1ng chlldren.

18

ot




Determining chiiﬁrén s social Networks

rs are involved in work which explores

o]

SeVéral research

soc1al development of young chl&dren in extra- home sett:ngs.

~ . . s ®© ;

Ellen Jacobs explores the composition of socxaf networks and

the child's peer relations in her stidy of social development of
preséhéai chlldren. She also éiéﬁiﬁés'privaéy; personél,épéoé

variables such as sex role, ethnic identity and body image: .

This study also deals with the salience of social cues.

Otto Weininger is studying power relationships in kindergarten

children.
,g.\i'v

R . -~

. Cognltlve Develqpmentloflchlidren

In this area; - studxes range across many areas of 1ntellec€ual
growth: - : - \

\

\

LA

o . ' :
- - g Ered Morrison is studylng cognltlve development in preschool

_;

information processing
domalnﬂSPec1flc knowledge

reading .aquisitiog and disability

precursors of learning disabilities

languag; ? and cognitive. anteceder=ts

of latef reading disorders:

-
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MadelelneeBaliiargeon looks at early readlng, Patricdia

Margie Mayfield at the development of readlngfand writing perceptic

attitudes and skills of kindergarten and primary children.

_$peC1al Needs Children in Earl b Childhood Programs

Special needs children are observed both in integrated
Programs and in settings designed specifically “§6r them:

< . ' . |

]

Madeleine Baillargeon is concerned with mainstreaming in

Quebec.

bonha Lero hopes to assess what factors are needed to allow

optimal iﬁEeéféEiEh of special needs children into. "regular"”
preschool and day care programs.

“~

Kétﬁiééh érophy assesses he chlld/adult interaction of.

spec1al needs chlldren in a preschool settlng.

upon deve;opmentally handicapped young chxldren. He 1s also

neurotic and psychotic children.




LA

L , S
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Young Naé@ve C@;ld;en - . i ' -i

1S

As rgglonal interests were disc ssed Indian and Innult

chlldren dﬁre mentioned, as the:ﬂ:cus of some studies. Pactors -
ﬁ B

such as-isolatxon; culturai varxabies_and'famxly var;abiés - ,

were critical to these studies.

Lo " ) . \
e \ . i
\ }

yéﬁﬁé‘ﬁatiVé children: a comparlson of Innult and non~Innuit -

" children entering primary school; the effects of preschdol

ediication on children in Labrador; the development of teacher
training and preschool programs for native children:

A

Margie Mayfield is conducting a longitudinal evaluation of

a Native Infant Program of home—based intervention. e

. E R L. R ':
Giéﬁgﬁiiéﬁ,ié iﬁEéfééEéa in the education and experience of

3

chitdren tiving in geographicaily isolated areas.

- ° -

-

Other Research Interests . oy

»

Steen Esbensens' é_intéréét in space and design is reflected i

\

-

families. :

ab)
Jrond | -




Glen Dixon: is developing preschool ESL programs for use in

VancouVe\\\ -

-

Ellen Regan explores parent perceptions: in her study of

parent beliefs about their teaching role. . .

Ada Schermann is interested in developing continuities in
the sSequence of school experiencés each child has and "in extend-
ing continuity of programming from the early'school years up

: ¢ ‘ b

to the junior level.

VY

s

¥



SECTION THREE

Response to the IEA Preprimary Project - -

The Conference on Early Childhood considered the IEA

]

breprimary project from two perspectives. Thé proposal wa

examined first in terms of its relevarnce to the intarests of
Canadian researchers. Next, the proposal was discussed with

respect to its thrust and feasibility as a national réséarch
undertaking. In preparation for the conference; all participants ;
received coples of the proposal. Consequently everyone came to
this discussion with knowledge of : the ﬁféﬁaééi and its SﬁﬁécEiGéé;

Foiiowxng is a summary of the proposal: o <.

-

-

This proposal concerns:.

1. A survey of provisions for 4 year olds, ranging from within-
Home parental care to "formal" in-classroom kindérgarten and

. A, e it
daycare settings, including information on:
characteristics cf clientele
program focus
source of funds

characteristics of personnel
(survey to be conducted in @éez,gggngg;gs,égzlngﬁi986 -87.
Information provided to us suggests that such surveys may
be conducted sooner in Canada and the US&:)
2.  An observational study of four year old children's quality
of life including act1V1tes;l§nteractions with children and adults,
5




hd

settings (main study tq be conducted at many sites in many
countrvies during 1987-88) .

3.  An observation and interview study of variables affecting

number of children; aduit-child ratzo,; characteristics of chiidren;

characteristics of staff; use of time, parental influence over

non-parental settings; administrative authority, extra services;

4. A follow-up study of primary school outcomes including:
primary school performance and adjustment at ages 6 and 7, |
social competencies; language development; and other measures to
be éé?éié@é& 5§'§55Ei6i§éEiﬁ§ nations: (This component would

[eX
Q
Q;
[«
la g
Qul
=
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)

Prior to the conduct of the main survey and study of the
4
quality of life.of four year olds in 1986-1988, national groups

would collaboraté on the devélopmeént of sités, sampling procedures

!

24
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The intended outcomes of the study include:

< "”7}”- I T = - T T T T T Ty T T, ’-777’777‘7’-”7" I T T e e x = P T 1 3 :7'i’
1. Provision of comparative information about chiild socializatic

. e L m m e e el Ll

.2. provision of -information about the quality of life experience

by four yedr old children in a wide variety of different settings
in different regions and S.E.S. groups in different countries.

3. Examination of setting variables associated with variations
in the guality of life of four year olds.

4. Examination of relationships between the observed quatity

year olds.

Each participant prepared for conférence purposes a
. R e . . T : i
statement of thoughts, concerns and quest}ons;related to .the i
proposal and these served as a startifig point for discussion:

I : 25 ' ) .
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respect for the objeéti%és of the IEA study. Cbﬁferees wer 3,

)
guestions was compiled. These were subsequently addressed to

.‘.\ .

Lilian Katz (University of T11inois) ; ehairpe;scn of the IEA

Preprimary Project Committee: &

Tt was apparent from the outset that the parficipéﬁtg 7-“1 ]

were favourably disposed to the proposed survey of prov1s16ﬁs o

an

for 4 year-olds Ln Canada.. Whlle there were SIgnlfIgant querxes-

~ -~

regardlng deslgn and dlrectlon, the concept of the survey was’ :

reaaily endorsed. The;proposed study—of quailty of life of

4 year=olds interegted the researchers; but received a cautious
response fom»many until issﬁes'éfiﬁéEiéﬁél relevance could be -
‘iaentifieaznniihclﬁaéa in the agenda of study.

v ‘N .

o

Three- clusters of concern about the study in general emerged:
1% methodology | \
2: flexibility
3. administration and funding.
* Rach of these areas is‘presented.beiow<ﬁith a summary of ﬁﬁe
ensuing dlscuss1;£ of participants' concern:

1. Methodology: Researchers stated that one of the principal

_objectives in undertaking any aspect of the study would be the

S0

/ \

| S 28
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development of measures and instruments which are sensitive to
and valid for study of Canadian children on a naticnal scale.
With this in mind, there were Concérns expressed that the IEA
proposal ptaced tittie emphasis on tests and interviews as
sources of data: While favouring observational measures;

‘Lilian Ratz confirmed that changes to the origiani proposal wouid
include, as accepted methods of data collection, tests of competence.

Both the size of the sample and the sampling procedures

-

were guestioned. There was concern that for a nation of the
size and diversity of Canada, a larger, more representative

sample.of sites and children would present a more valid picture

of 4 year-olds across the country. Lilian Katz acknowledged that

S S
the original sampling plan was subject to revision and referred

to modifications regarding sampling as proposed by the IEA
Cormittee:? She feif that while it is necessary to place some
limits on the variety of sites; it is also recommended that the

- - .

sampling be designed to address-nationally relevant gquestions.

The issue of feasibility was raised. in relation to acdurately

observing the large number of variables proposed in the origianl

project outline. Lilian Katz shared the group's cbncern about

the number of variables. On the question of variables, she also

-

4see 1EA Sampling Plan, Appendix B




emphasized that while every country involved seems able to think
of additional variables for study; it is really not possible to
add more to the international study. She did suggest that

ircluded internationally; but might be an important national concern.

e o
There was considerable unease among the researchers regarding

the observation methods suggested in the proposal. Some noted
the difficulty of achieving reliability with coding methods of
this type; while others guestioned the likelihood of accurately

coding all variables in 12-scond intervals.

Louis Brdckman;'ﬁniversity of Manitoba, Winnipeg, Manitoba,
was invited to present to the group an alternative observation
technigue which she has developed and sfound effective in her
study of family home day care: Her emphasis is on créating.a
reliable pictﬁfé of what the observer actually saw through
concise descriptions of behaviour accompanied by appropriate
ccding;5

There Qéé general interest' in puréuing:%;terhétiGéé to the '
IEA proposed observational and coding methods.

.. Brockman's Observation/Coding Technigue, Appendix C. _
Brockman invited requests for information and feedback on
her observational data collecting technique:
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!
Many researchers felt that any coh51deratlon of quallty of

life would requlre deflnltlon of "gﬁality 3 "gbbd";'étC. These

deflnltlons were not made ciear in the propd al, and IEA

LY

provides no par

key elemep; of the study: Participants representlng Ministries
of Education requested that this study be more than an abstract

discussion of quality of lafe. They ant1c1pate that this is an

w

Zﬂ;opportunlty to develop criteria for policy-makers. Comments from

these part1c1pants regeatedly brought the group back to" the -

question; "How can we get closer to criteria which effect the

quality of life for children?"

‘Canadian researchéfé were encouraged by Lilian Katz to
develop methodology whichmeets their needs, and to share it
via the IEA Committee with 6§hér pérticipating countries: If
Canada proceeds with a national survey ahead of the suggested
IEA scheduie (i986—88);;this methodological contribution to the
< 4

international study appears likely. ,

-

2. Fiexibility: OF critic§l importance to the conference

participants was the extent to which they and their collegues
woiild be locked into the IEA proposed pian of action if they.

declared interest in taking part in the study. While most

expressed enthusiasm for the project in general, almost all

/ - 29 ’
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had’ some areas in which their interests and concerns did not
match those of the international study. Methodological questions,
practical issues, and priorities were all raised repeatedly in

conjunction with the issue of flexibility.

Lilian Katz did much to allay fears that the IEA project
established such a fixed framework that littie variation was:® -

own priorities and to see the study as a relevant piece of
research work both on the national and the intgrnational level.

< -
s

' There is an attempt at présent on the part of the IEA Committee.
to reach agreement among participating countries on what the

essential guestions for study will be. Beyond these, countries

will look at issues nationally employing the IEA Study as a

useful vehicle for their own interests. For example; the. heaith
status of 4 year-old children is not an inciuded variable.
: S n
internationally; but it would be welcomed in the various
In brief, it would seem appropriate for researchers to view
the IEA project as an ufibrella proposal; with specific objectives

and approaches, but also encompassing the possibility of national

.
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variations and variables. This fleéxibility was

viewed as essential to any study which allows for and respects

regional differences and cultural perspectives. _ -

‘3. - Administration and Funding. Discussion of the IEA Preprimary
Project returned often to the issue of administration and funding:

The study was felt to be a formidable undertaking requiring

in participating in the study: - An Internationdl Committee chaired
- 3
by Lilian Katz,; serves to mediate the interests and concerns of
the member nations: An international co-ordinating centre is
\

being established at Ypsilanti, Michigan, U.S.A.
: : v
. In each participating country, a National Co-ordinating

Centre will operate to represent the interests of the regionai
research groups. Angela Hildyard; Executive Head of
Sponsored Research; OISE; Sutlingd the role of a Nationat Centre
in such a study as this. It would serve to channei data o the

International Centre, to maintain the objectives of IEA in all
facets of the research, to monitor the time-frame and use of
instruments and, co-ordinate researchers' fund-raising efforts

in Canada.



]

Funding received considerable attention in the discussic.
There was sﬁpﬁéft for the notion of consortium-based fund raising
which would ensure cczcréination rathér than competitiéh in
approachlng funding bodies for money. ;iiiaﬁ Katz and Angela

qildyard supported the idea of seeking support money in three-year

Val

stages. DPossible sources of funding were suggested: foundations; -
Prov1nc1al Ministries (Education, Social Services, éEé;); Fé&éféi
MlnlstFlES (Indian Affairs, Health and Weifare, éEE;); SSHRCC.

Initial discussion with SSHRCC of matehlng funds raised indepent-
ently from other sources has aireadyareceived unofficial, but |
favourable, response~ There was a soncensus that in’ all funding

efforts care must be taken to present the IEA stuéy in such. a way

that tﬁe potentlal of other Canadlan researchers, not.involved

.

in the study, to obtain funding not be jeopardized.

4

for development of a proposal for a National Go-ordlnatlng eentre.6
The cornference part1c1pants endorsed this proposai and await

’

rekponse to it by January, 1984.

network of regional groupings within each participating country.
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area. Vancouver (or Edmonton), Toronto, and Montreal W1ll§

serve as 'églonal meetlng polnts at present.: The reégional

approach is seen as a means of draW1ng in other researchers

productive. Financially, regionality increases the féaéibiiitiL
of the study as local special interest groups as well as
provincial ministries are likely to view QEEE faVour a regionally
relevant proposal.
. e 7
Participants identified several items which would constitute

*

an agenda for the- -first regional meeting in each area:

1. Determine cofmitment to tbé IEA PrOposal in general
2. Detérfiné commitment to components of the “study
L

B=Y

‘(a) National Survey,

(b) oQuality of Life Study,

Y

(c) National Co-ordinating Centre.
3. identify the. variables which people in each region wouid
like to include in the survey-:
4; Consider sample SItes within each region:
it was understood that regions would seek their own funding

for these meetings: : «




The Conference on Early Childhood provided a forum for

in

porate ail interests within the study, the following lists
indicate the range of Canadian capcerns in this arsa of early
childhood research:

<

= mainstreaming
= enlarge age sample to include younger and oldér children

o,

(infants to 5-year-olds)

- population density

- training of care providers and trainers
- parent education

- special needs children

- increase number of home variables

- trends in day care choices

- survey methodology developed
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- factors affecting rate of staff turnover
- professional development
- measures of developmental status

- percentages of various family styles {single parent; etc.) -
- information on directors of care setting

- staff perception of professional status

- co-ordination between preschool and primary grades.

- province-wide surveys

- effect of mixed-age groupings

-~ tracking re: ‘Where are the children?

- continuity between preschool programs

= native preschools |

= teachers''stated philosophy related to actual pehaviour
= parent involvement in schools

- - gender of staff

-
v ~

2. Research Interests related to "quality of Life"

= observational technigues

= quality of life as a function of age/sex variable

- evaluation technigues, methodoloyy development

= environmental concerns - space, play materials; etc:

- remote areas, geographical isolation and program variables

- - -




- adult behaviour - teacher competency

- native children's programs :

- extending child care education to parents

- training requirements and effects on quaiity care
- sequence of early childhood ékpéfiéﬁééé

- family dynamics; parent involvement

identification
- quality of interaction in settings
- consistency in programming
- nutrition
= networking of early educators
- continuity in experience during child's early years
- adult-child attachment ’
- social networks
- rural vs urban variables
- play in different settings
- how children are evaluated

prototype for co-ordinating resources for children, for evaluating

.
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‘research findings.

regional needs as the survey takes shape. Steen Esbensen

encouraged participants to consider producing a book oR, early
P 0

- childhood to explore provincial/regional concerns and ci¥Aen

f','

CONCLUDING COMMENT

SSHRCC, OISE and Faculty of Education; University of Toronto for
making possible this gathering of researchers: There was

is being strengthened by exposure to and discussion of the work

being done in the fi€ld across the country.

As a follow-up to the Conference, plans are underway for®
two of the regional meetings and for a round table discussion at
the June 1984 meeting of the Canadian Society for the -Study of

Education (CSSE): This interest in, pursuing conferenge objectives

A

in settings involving greater representations of regional and
national research concerns is certainly an important outcome of

the conference.

Ll



APPENDIX A -°

>

/ Academic Participants

Dr. Madeleine Bailargeon

Faculte des sciences de 1'Education ’
Universite Iavel, !

Quebec, P.Q:

Current Research Interests:

1. EBarly Reading - Goal of this study is to gather information
of the processes of reading in children who have not
~ yet had formal teaching in reading, i.e., readers before

lst grade. \

~ 2. Mainstreaming - a look at young handicapped children in
\\regulaf early childhood programs.

13
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Dr Andrew Blemlller

. Associate Professor of Child Study

Iﬁstltute of Chlld study

University of Toronto

Toronto, Ontario

]

1 féﬁgiﬁﬁ&ihal Stuég,cf chii&rén identifed by their

teachers as "thr;ilng , "average"; or "not-as-yet thriving"
according to teachers' goals. Children have been followed

from kindergarten b grades 3 or 4.
' .

2. one Year study of kindergarten to Grade Two children examining

variables related to “"thrive" status:

3. Study ofgch;ldrengsgbehaViour and pgrformance in the

laboratory school at the Institute of phila Study using
teacher ratings; ihtérviéws, and bbéérVér:ratings:
bevelopment of videotape and interview technigues for
examining children's self-directive capacities was a

special focus.
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Dr. L01s Brockman ,
Department of Famlly Studles ’

1. The immediate and long~term effectiveness of three
education/training approaches (microteaching, worRShcp§

L and Gorrespondence course) on quality of caregiving of
family day care providers.

5 - b .
9 . K B i A
Al .

2. Ccurrent research in child development in Department of
Family Studies.

-~ Effect of the type. of teacher respon51veness to a
child on the child's task behaviour.

- The effect of infant development classes provided for

pregnant adolescents on the subsequent care of their
infants.

two td’flve years of age to manlpuiate clothlng closures.

- Productlon of vxdeo programs whlchlllustrate behav1ours_

included in the Hawaiian Early Learning Profile (HELP)

Assessment. ]
Bevelopment in Down Syndrome chlldren
Teaching music to toddlers. . ;

Tt




Dr. Kathleen Brbphy
Ass1stant Professor
Department of Family Studies
University of Guelph

Guelph, Ontario

Current Research Interests

i._ Social and Play Behav1oureofespec1aieﬂeeds and Non-Spec1al

Needs Toddlers. , 5. :

The toddlers were observed in two early childhoo prggranms.
Video tapes of free play perlods allowed for assessment
of the iﬁEéraéEiéﬁ of 's'peeiai needs and non-special needs

R

{

2.  Adult A'ana Child iﬁt‘eiact«ion of S

eeds P eschoolers 5” ﬁ,ﬂ ?«‘ f

XK.

af Observéflon of fnee pﬂaylactlvlty of 3 5 year olds in a
C v 1R w:'\‘ ) o
pre hbol program*serbiﬁi;ééeei&i needs and non-;§§ ial

$.0
needs children. ’éhe 1nteract¢3£ -between adults “and thésé
/7" - :

CHIldeE—EaS the-focus:

el

3. EamlinystemsThearyas;t Applies to VleW1ng ‘Children
and_Famlileseineﬁay4Care4
X A l¢ok at how families cope with the reallties aof a young

program staff and’ famllles can develop a partnership in

carihg for the child.

SnY
foad, |




Dr. Patricia canning -
Mount Saint Vincent University
Halifax, Nova Scotia s

Current Research Interests N

1. The Assessment and Evaluation of  Child-’Care in Nova Scotia.
An assessment of-the extent and characteristics of the

provision of child care services to young children and

their families.

.

Investigates these services from the perspective of working

mothers, day care centre staff and the children themselves.

\

2. The éffééts of préschqoi Education on Children and Families
in Nain, Labrador.
Evaluation of the effect of preschool education on school
readiness and achievement in low income families:
Examination of the effect of a child's attendance at

preschcool on the family- o : A .

3. 7 comparison of Innuit and non-Innuit children éhtéring
grades primary and one:

4. Development of preschool teacher training programs for
Native Peop@es (Innuit and Indian).
) - o - f
5. pDevelopment of model preschool programs for Native children
(Tnnuit and Indian).

42




6. An examination of the characteristics of ﬁfé-pfiﬁéf?

programs in Nova Scotia:

~f

Il
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-

Dr: Glen Dlxon ) 7 ,

Child Study Centre ° 5 .
Faculty of Education
University of British Columbia _
Vancouver, B. C.,. S

,F |

1. ESL Demonstration Preschool:
bevelopment of a model ESL program for use in Vamcouver
schools: . 5 E a
Research emphasis on the development of sockal language
skills in the second 1anguage by 3 and 4 year oilds

attendlng demonstration preschool . S

.2. Development of a series of videotapes of child and  teacher
behaviours with accompanying guides for use in ECE teacher
education courses,

3 An investigation into the child's perception of selected
elements iﬁ music éﬁa visual art and the féiétiéﬁéﬁip

13

to socxai 1anguage and erpioratory Behaviour In the

A

preschooi;
AN

4. Establlshment of a new mother/toddier program at U:.B: €.

Chlld Study Centre. : ' =

W
ey




Steen Esbensen

Professor

Unlver51te du Quebec a Hull
.Hull, Quebec.

Executlve Director
Canadian Society for the Study of Education

Ottawa, Ontario

lnstrument In Quebec,; Ontario, Benmark Sweden and Norway.

2. Eﬁ"irbiﬁﬁéﬁtal D’égigﬁ zmpliéatiéhg‘ on Playground Behaviour

;standards for playgounds in Europe and North America.

“

3. Urban ﬁiaAning for Children and Families
Focus on public policies for children's play environmernts

“  in 25 countries:



3

3

Jodn camble . S .
_;Bééiétéi’it, Professor . . :

Faculty of Education

University of Moncton
Moneton, New Brunswick

_Ccurrent Research Intcrests

1.

- Education, University of Moncton:)

The Priority Needs in New Brunswick regarding gquality

™

of preschool centres

A survey of francophone preschool centres in New Brunswick

leading to an analysis of their quality.

Focus on adult-child ratio, group size, teacher's

educational gualifications, number of square feet per

child and liglting.

(Research undertaken with Dr: Catalina Ferrer; Faculty of .

v

"(‘

el

.




br. Hillel Goelman

Faculty of Education }
University of British Columhbia
Vancquver; B.C:. ‘

Current Research Interests - '

Victoria Day Care Projéct \ , o

A two year study of the caregiving arrangements of
preschoolers in Victoria.
ébﬁductéd in three differernt envirorimerits: ;l_iCEi’iCEd

day care centres; licenced family day care; and
unlicenced family ddy care homes. )
An ecological perspective consisting of parent and

caregiver interviews, observations of home and day care
environments and measures of cogaitive social and emotional

development of the children.

(This research is undertaken with Alan Pence, School of

‘Child care, University of Victoria, Victoria, B.C.) : /

bl
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Dr. Wilfred Innerd
- Dean, Faculty of Education

University of Wlndsor . z
Windsor, Ontario’

-rent Research Interests =
Cur t4R ts &
. Iﬁiééiiééiiﬁﬁgofgiong—termfeffects of;preschool education

- ﬁufﬁose is to examine the effects of dxfferent kinds - /y
j of préééﬁébi experxence on subseqUent school performance, /

preschool experlences obtalned from the Windsor B ard of
T -

Educatlon, klndergarten and later grade Egéting/and

teacher rating data. S

/L

’

é




Associate Professor

Faculty of Education ;
Concordia University

Montreal; Quebec

Current Research Interests

1.  Intrusive Behaviour in the Preschool Environment

- 5 : "

2. Proximity and Personal Space Behaviour in Preschool Children

‘- both studies involve observations of three to five year

projective techniques,

- privacy regulating mechanisms in full versus half-day
preschool environments andl also a focus -

- the relationships between friendship, age, sex and

proximity are studied.

I

3. Social Networks, Social Development, and Peer Relations

- research aims to describe composition of social networks,
taking into account age and sex, family size and socio-
economic status and to explore the relationship berween

the composition and fgpctibnihg of social networks and
children's peer relations.

- J
//




Dr. Donna Lero
Professor

Unlverslty,of,Guelph
Guelph, Ontario

»

Current Research Interests )

1. Factors Influencing Parents' Preferences fbr, and Use of
. Alternative child care Afféﬁgéments * f f f f for Pre-School Aged
Children

- this. study explored parents' attitudes and evaluative
criteria in child care use patterns as well as socio-
demographic ﬁariaﬁies; a@aiiaBEIiE§ and accessibility of

care arrangements as factors in parents' preferences: _

.

la: Family Vafiabies :

- continuing the study of family variables that influénce

and are 1nfluenced by the different. types and sequences of

N

a5
experlences children have durlng the preschool years..

4

-~ for example:
- determlnlng whlch varlables are most 1mportant for

predicting the number and nature of chlldren S pre-
primary experlences,i .

~ assessing the effects oﬁ children's cognitive, emotional
and social development of different bre—briﬁari ekpériehoes
(Indlgldﬁ&iiY) and different segyences of pre-prlmary J
experiences; . ‘ B )

prlmary educatlonal and’ child,care dxperxences affect

50
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Dr. Margie Mayfield

Faculty of Education

University of Victoria

Victoria, B:C.

Gurrent Research Interests 7 i

1. & Longitudinal Evaluation of the Native Infant Program

- a home-based intervention program for Native children
from birth through four years of age is evaluated using
interviews, questionnaires, anecdotal reports, analysis
of idgbbdké; follow-up referrals and a modified time

serles w1th comparlson group design: The evaluation g

attempts to go beyond a solely dognxtxve/achxevement

)

brlentatlcn;

2.  Description and Analysis Bf Employer Sponsored Day Care

in Canada -

- study aims to describe tﬁé current ététﬁé of éﬁﬁiéyér

desireability of such day care.
> methodology include on-site visits, personnel interviews,

in Preschool Intervention Programs . p

- examines the impact of parent involvement in 1ntervent10n

'programs on the famiiy; ‘on the child and on the parent:

52 '_ f
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A Longitidudinal Study of the Development of Reading and

Writing Perceptions, Attitiudes, and Skills of Preschool

Kindergarten and Primary Children

attitudes toward reading and writing and the relationship
of these to the children's reading and writing abilities
at the end of Grade Cne; <.

= current work is directed toward refining the instrumentation

53
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Dr: Solveiga Miezitis ] :
bepartment of Applied Psychglogy . .

.
Afii

Ontario Institute for Stud es in Educattcn
Toronto; Ontario

Current Research Interests

1. Effecting Change in Classrooms: A Study. of Teachers'
Perceg;lonsuandgeract;ces '

P

-

2. Parent and Teacher Mediated Approaches for Children

ofgLowgsel£4Concggt ‘

interventicn approaches-for childrer of - low selfecénéeﬁt;
- uses a Grade One and Grade Four population in the school
setting; ’

- attempts to develpp a new technxque for school

‘

psychologists: - B 7 3 =
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q

' DPr. Frederick Morrison.
-Faculty of Home Economics.
* Department of Family.Studies
University of Alberta

[ v

Current Research Interests

1.

Cognitive Development in Pre-School and School-Age Children

Information-processing approaches to cognitive growth;
the influence of 'domain-specific knowledge' on §Eéﬁ£ﬁ 
of processing skills and strategies;

reading %fquisiéion, in particular the growth of word
decoding skill and its relation to comprehension;

Antecedents of Learning Disorders in children

early précuréoré)of 1éafﬁiﬁ§'ai§35ilitiéé;

language and cognitive antecedents of later reading
diéb%éérs;

cogniéive; educational and ﬁéﬁtbibgicai characteristics

.



Dr. Raquel Presser o
Section prescolaire- prlmalre, F.S5.E.
Universite de Montreal

Montreal, Quebec

Current Resedrch Interests

1. Ident;ﬁ;catlonmofAthegkrcﬁess;onalgnevelqgmentgueeds

of EarlzﬁChlldhood Educators

- study aims to identify and understand teachers'
profeééionai déveiopment needs, recognizing the apparent

service teacher-training program and the experiences )
.

and identify themes related to what was lacklng in thelr

professional development to date.




Dr. Ellen Regan

Associate Professor

Department of Curriculum -
Ontarlo Instltute for Studies in Educatlon

1. Parent Beliefs about Teaching Role

Research has explored parent perceptions and descriptions

of their "teaching" role and their expectations of
ééhéblé'(piéééhbéi and primary) .

Résearch procedires involve individual interviews, group
sessions, feedback to groups and individuals. This |
approach allowed for revision; modification and elaboration
of initial respornses and more expllc1t descriptions reiated

to teachlng in the hdme.

2. EffectLng4Changegln4c1é§§£66ms4, A_ Study of Teachers'

Pnrcepﬂlons and Practices
=

This is a study of teacher beliefs and porceptions
focusing on (a) What is important to them as teachers;
(b) what influences their teaching,; and (c) chitdren's
characteristics and éléééfééﬁ behaviour.

Methodology inciude an observation/interview/feedback,
cycle which provided for am intensive case study of the

classrooms involved.

57



Dr. Merle Richards
Associate Professor
Brock University .

Current Research Interests 5

1. Project Thrive, (1980-1983)
- A study of the effects of teachers' classroom style on
their perception of behavioural ‘or learning problems

in children,; and on their use of problem-solving strategies
in teaching. ¥

have received trainifig in the uSe of learning centres
and those who have not as well as pre-and-post-instruction
patterns in the classrooms of teachers in the instruction

group.
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Professor Ada Schermann
Chairman .
Institute of Child Study
Universitf of Toronto
- Toronto, Ontario

-
Current Research Interests

Major concern: developing continuities between nursery-

primary and junior level programs, and extending continuity

Institute of child Study laboratory school. , s

>

-
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br. Otto Welnlnger,

Department of. Applled Psychology o
Ontario Institute for Studies in Education
Toronto,‘Ontarlo ‘

Current Research Interests

"A. étudies~inuthégﬁiééf6f Play of Young Children

1. An investigation into the definition of the word
[
"play" by kindergarten and grade 1 children; and
the corresponding definition provided by their

parents.

N
v

An 1nvestlgat10n into certain differences between

the play of normal, neurctlc and psychotlc chlldren.'

3. whe relationship between play and immunology. We
are investigating the relation (if one exists) between
the kinds of the play, its intensity and duration and
the immune system of the child.

4. play as a tool in the classroom. Children were

involved in play programs, their teachers were

J

.provided with resources and consultants who work
in the play method, aﬁa observations and evaluations

5. Power reiatlonshlps in kindergarten children. This

study involves observations of yéﬁﬁ§ chiitdren aﬁé

and 1nteract10ns,

1;0
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6. The play of children who express distress upon
being separated from their parent at the day care
centre in contrast to those WHgEaééVé their parent

7. Pretend play and:xtseffects upon developmentally
handicapped young children (4 years). A serfes of
studies .of the effect that pretend play has upon the
sioEicial coghitive languags and play skilis of the

young child.

»

and O. Weininger's work, on the effects of day care

centres on young children. ~
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Dr. bonna White .

Department of Psychology %

Concordia University s
Montreal; Quebec

Current Research Interests

1. Social Development in Ycung Children . @

This is a study of how young children develop iééag
about the nature of seéx roles, ethnic iaéntity; and

body image stereotypes. Goals are to‘deveiop and -validate
measures of the salience of these variables and to §Eﬁé§
the cognitive and envirommental factors that influence’ the
development of social cue salience: |

The study also explores the consequences of social
dimensions salience in terms of phenomena such as social
behaviour; self-concept; and academic performance.

2. A Cognitive-Behavioural Treatment/Evaluation Study of

of Obesity in Children and Adolescents.

3. Study of Social Skills of Obese and Non-Obese Adolescents.




, : APPENDIX B
IEA Sampling Plan . : 1
Sampling Plan

PH

1. Introduction : -

Several units of analysis wiitit be used in the study. For the o

National Survey (Part I), the units of analysis will be areas and
settings. For Part II, the Quatity of Life Study, both settings and

children will serve as units of analysis. In Part III; Follow = Up

Studies, children will constitiite the urit of analysis.

Socialization theory and reseearch suggest that structural aspects
of socialization settings and the developmental status of children
irg~related to socioeconomic background factors. At present '
knowledge of the distribution of different kinds of settings in
different sociceconomic contexts ‘is limited. In order to examine
the influences of these factors, the widest possible range of
setting Structures must be included in the study. Thus it is
essential to include: ;

_all the different kinds of settings in which 4 year old

~children are socialized (e.g. full day and haif-day settings,
semi=formal child care arrangements, family-only settings,
etC.z.) . j

—_the various soclio-economic énvironments wichin a country, i. e

éaé?akihd of setting in locations having different
socio-economic backgrounds :

Therefore two ma jor dimensions constitute the pasis for the overall
sampling procedures: . '

Dimension 1 - kind of setting (e.g. full or half day)

Dimension 2 - socioeconomic'backgrcunds of settings (SEB)
If we assume that a cinimum of 120 sett:ngs per country will
constitute a sample size sufficient for national (i.e. T

within-country) data analises, and further; that in a given country

nds found, and furthermore 3
levels of socioeconomic development (SED) can be distinguished;, a,
stratified .sample can be formed as shown: below. :

as many as 5 kinds of settings may be found,
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ii)International Core and Options

Part of the Study , . , _ Core + Optional

Part I

National Survey*r .
Bacvground Varxabies o X
X

Site backgrourd (official statlstlcs,

expert Judgﬂs, teacher intérviews, etc.)

Family background (pareut 1nterV1ews) X
Part II ' . ' , ,
Quality of Life .
Setting Structure: Varlables : " x
Pa;eggfIntervxews X
Teacher Interviews X
Process Variables ,
. 4 .
Obscrvation of Haif Extra-fiome Children: X'
Observation of All Extra-Home Children X(RA)
Observation of Home-only Children ° X(B)
Observation of Extra-Home Children at Home & X(c)
Developmental Status - Age 4 years X

Fart IIT Follow Up Studies

Test of Developmental Status:
Age 5 Yééré
Age 6 years o .
Age 7 years¥** . X(D) g

<

* HNote that in countries where sufficient national statistics are

already availabie the National Survey part Of the study will be

relatlvely smaii and simpile..
** Note that in some countrics the age at the end of the first year of

erﬂéry ,school is 6 and other scven years. The plan of the study is to

follow the children until the end of that year regardless of age.

t
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RINDS OF SETTINGS TOTAL

sep LEvEL , A B C D B

uPPER & 6 6 6 6 30

MipoLe | 12 12 12 1z 12 60

LoWER - . ) A

Totars 24 24 24 24 24 120

- — — . = s P v e TP Was SN S G5V Emm T G s P S TS S e Sa. ¢ T S - — gy S S — W W S GNP M G Sy W D T e e ——

'Schematxc representatlon of the samples of kinds of ééttihg

for each country. _ o
Note: The sampie fo Mlddte SED level 1s double the Uppér and Lower

levels (a) because greater Heterogenelty is expected in this

category; and (b) in order to minimize possible distortion of the

nationakl ptcture by thHe extreme levels.‘

The formation of the sample deplcted in the table depends on: the
avaxiabtirty of information. c0ncern1ng the populatlon of settlngs
that exist with respéct both to their kinds and their socioceconomi
background (SEB) factors. In most countries sych basic 11formac1on
appears.rot to be. currently available., One purpose of the National
Survee .s to prov1de t3¢= information.

The Natlonal Survey. w111 produce a plcture of the kinds of sett;ggs-
that exist and the SEB factors associa ted with their distributions
The data thus obtalned will also serve as & basis for the sampling-
procedures of Part II - The Quality of Llfe (goL) part of the

study.
. 2. Outline of Sampling Procedures ;

A multl -stage procedure for sample formation 1s proposed as
follows: . . . :
Step 1: The Selection of Regions g
(A regLOn is a relatlvely large geographlc unit w1th1n which L
areas can be identified; in some countries thls may . be a county
or mun1c1pa11ty, for example. More precise deflnltlon of
‘region' will have to awalt VRC discussion.)
Step 2: The Seliection of Regional Units called Areas . |
) B i
Within reglons, local sub-=units called areras will be Identxfxed/
along a dimension describing socioeconomisz deve‘opmen;fﬁSED) f

All countries will apply a comparable index ‘'of SED. Each country/

will develop 1ts own Within-country ranklng of regions and areas,
on an index of SED.

65 | /
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Each area must be ranked within its region on an Indexwgg'SEB;

Wlthln each area, the 6ccurénCe and distribution of kinds of

For each areab flnalngs will be summari?ed and combined to form

a natlonalfpxcture of the occurence and Llstr%?utxon of Kinds of
settings in each SED level. :

The data in this natinal summary will be used for the sampling

procedures for Part II of the study - the Quallty of Life (QOL)

study.

-

SEéﬁ 5, Sample of Settings

be drawn representing- 6 each from the Upper and Lower SED
levels,; and 12 from the Middle level for all areas.: -

For Part II - QOL, for each kind of settlng, a sample of 24 will

Step 4 - The Sélécgson BE Chlld Sampies ‘
/

 From each oof the 120 settlngs, 4 chiidren {2 girls, 2 boys all

age four years) will be randomly selected. For the Family-Only

setting see section ?? below. ) , i
Procedures for Selection of Regiuns and Areas Within Regions

3.1 Different Points of entry into Step 1 may be. requlred

depending upon geographecal, demographic and poiltlcal boundry

characteristics of a given country., Some countries have

homogeneous regions, others typically have heterogeneous

redions. Thus alternative points of entfy are suggested as

follows:

R

In some countrees it may be best to select

Step 1i1a 5 1t
heterogeneous regions within which all SED
levels occuryg
OR

Step 1b In some countries it may pe best to select
regions, each of whiech iz homogeneous in
- SED
OR

. Step lc In bomgiéégﬁtfiés it may be necessary to
use a probability sample {See T. Bond)

in either Step la or 1b; the selectin of 4 regions is

3.2 In the case of Step la, sub-unlts called areas have to be

defined .and ranked according to the three proposed SED levels:

This procedure Should yield 2 areas at the upperflevel, two at

o

< i;é
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the lower level and 4 _at the middle level. Since there are to be
4 recions; this procedure,will yield a total of 32 areas:

Note : that the SED jevel of an area is intended to give a rough
approximation of ‘the socioeconomic background (SEB) of the
settings within it. a more specific index of the SEB of

settings will be available following the collection of QOL datas
3.4 In the case of step lb, the selection of homogeneous

regions; the procedures.should be as follows: -

Step 1b - On the basis of either official statistics =

or expert judgment; 4 relatively homogeneous
rejions will be identified'so as to yieid I

uroer and 1 lower region and 2 middle regions
a.ong the SED dimension. : =

rsgions, some variation is to be expected;
every effort should be made to minimize
potential sampling errors. Thus the following
next Step is proposed:

Step 2b - Area _ e
Within the upper SED region; 8 of the highest areas
are to be selected;

, Within the 2 middle SED regions 16 "typical" areas

Witk ) o '

be sclected.

Within the lower SED region, 8 of the lowest SED

areas o o :

' Wwill be selected.

This procedure should yieid atotai of 32 areas.

Thus both points of (Steps la or 1B} yieid a total of 32 areas
ranked by SED. . ' '

4, Special Issues
4.1 Sampliig Family-Oniy Cnildren

one of the kinds of scttings to be studied is referred to here.
1S Family-Only Setting, i.e. study Of the chiidren who are not
participants in any extra-home setting; but for whom the main

setting of their socialization is their own families at home.

The general plan for the sampling of the extra-home Settings is
to seiect 4 children for the sampling of the extra-home setting
is to selcoct 4 children per settings However; this number will

not work for the Family-Only setting, in that typically only one

4 year old will be found in a homes For the Extra-Home settings
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4 chxidren chxldren X 24 settlngs W1ll yleld 96 chlldren per

it is préﬁéée& that the sampile- sxze for Family- enly "settings be

‘

a total of 96 children alsce

_Each of the Extra - Home settlngs identified by the above .

procedures can be said to occur in a particular envxronment,

here called a site . Thus the 96 Extra-Home settings represent

96 sites: 24 sites within the Upper and Lower SED levels; and 48

LN

sites within the Middle- SED level: Using the locale  ’

orenvirorment of the Extra-Home setting as a site; iit will be

possible to obtain a FamIIy-Only sample as foiiows'

24 - Family Oniy children from 6 selected

48 - Eag;ly-en;y”cy;;d:eq from 12 relatively
Middle SEB sites ( 4 children/site)

Mg

24 - Family-Only children from 6 selected ' .

s = e T e A e e et - e

4.2 Extra-Home ettings with fewer than 4 four-year oids,

There may be some settings in a given area which have less than the

required number of four year-olds participating. This is especially

likely to be true of a Child-Minding of Family Day Care setting. In
this case a procedure similar to the sampling of the Family-Only ‘

children is proposed. . 7
N S

‘:.J)'}
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APPENDIX D SSHRCC 'PROPOEAL

National Coordinating Centre for Research on Home and Extra Home
Influences on Pre—grimary and Primary Children.
Ellen Regan, Department of Curriculum, 0.I.S.E.
Andrew Biemiller; Institute of Child Study, Faculty of Education;
University of Toronto; and Department of Appliec Psychology; O0:I.S.E.
Co-Principal Investigators

comes' (p: 6; I.E:A: Proposaij: What is sought in thiis submission

is '"'seed money'" to_develop a proposal for a national centre to
coordinate Canadian work in this area. .

<

Need for Résearch on Early Childhood Edication

] ] o I
Both internationally and in Canada there is considerable debate

regarding appropriate socialization environiients - for pre—priﬁﬁry

children. .ihe proposai for the internaLional study observes,

. "No doubt ¥ll spheres andflevels of education,are subjeot to

- ideological dissension. But impressions based on experierce
suggest that pre-primary education is especially blessed with
divergent and often deep ideological controversies that will
not be fully enrumerated here. {(See for exanple, Katz, 1977)
ThHere are variuvis potential explanations for sich animated
conflicts.

Onei;xplanaticu of interest here is the absence of robust
theories or theory which would assist researchers in the

» oIt T Z

field to identify with confidence what characteristics of

’ early experierice are retated to children's 1ong term develop-

ment, The absence of such theory creates a vacuum which is

quickly filled with doctrinaire professions of faith im

various program elements; e. g., play,; or "readiness" exercises,
gtc. . - _ . .
, . _ . L i

-
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These controversies should not bé:lightly dismissed simply as
matters of philosophical taste. They permeate, more or less
explicitly, discussions of policy and educational strategy
within homes, universities, laboratories and classrooms, as
well as in policy-making chambers at all levels of govermnmerit.
Siji:h 1deological différéni:E§ référréd tb héré aléo p’lay a role

iables and of measuringiinstinments.

To some extent; these controversies are fueled by deep dif-
ferences in values and attitudes towards the place of _women,

pressure for industrialization, and so forth.r In a very realr
sense, these ideological disagreements are '"close to home' and _
constitute a central feature of the sub- Pulture of p'e—primary -
education." (I E.A. Pre-primary PrOPOSGJ, Katz, Crahady, & Tietze,

1982; p. 17-18) - ,
\- ~

1

of-the-art r"iew of early childhood research in’ Canada1
At this tIme/ Canadian four year olds participate in a variety
of‘Socializatiyn settings including full time home care and various

combinations//éf home care with family day care, group day cars.
ﬁiﬁdiﬁg'éeﬁéié and nursery school: 7 c
Hany/dﬁeétions are Séiﬁg~iéiéé& concerning the éffééfé of
Childfjﬁ% The éigﬁifitéﬁté of thééé dﬁéstibns is highlightéd’By
evidence that iﬁ Canada the number of children at 'the age of four
and under is llkely to increase by 25/ in the next 5 years and
nearly 40% in the next decade (Brown, 1983) Cutrrent thinking ;
regarding fruitful approaches to explaining the nature and outcofies
of the child's socialization experiences are outlined in the I.E.A.
?re-prigary'ﬁ;oposai (attached) and reflected as well in the current
" and proposed work of Canadian researchers; Specifically Canadian
needs are reviewed ié the attached chap;e; from S.S.H.R.C:.C.'s

recent State-of-the-Art Review un Canadian Educational Research
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(attached). Major needs summarized in that report are listed below:

: "y, ‘7Evaluation Techniques. Virtually all the professionals

I interviewed stressed the need for developing and validating

new methods of assessing onjgoing and long-term aspegts of
hil (%&ogrammes.

This concern is also refiected in recent literature reviews

children's functioning in early childhood education

(Goldhaber, 1979; Takanishi, 1979; House and Hutchins,il979,

Zimiles, 1977; Be Vries and Kohlberg, 1977; and %ronfendrenner,'

1979) In particular; béoth the professionals interviewed and

~1e reviews stressed the importance of developing -measures

relating to non-academic aspects of functioning--social skiiis

and problem—soiving, various aspects of self-concept, emotional

development: The teacher as a source.of information was T

stressed by some sources (e. g. Hoge, in press; Fair et ai,

1978; Biemiller; 1982; Biemiller and Ricliards; in progress)

-

Id

’ " 2, Programme Evaluation: The field of early childhood

education saffers from a weil-established conventional wisdom 3

—-one int+vvinwer dascribed it as a "missionary approach":

Many teachers avg prcfessionals in the field will state that

tliey "know" what is best for children and need no further
information about this. At the same time; most of the pro-

range of variables. Accomplishing this will require improved
evaluation techniques as outlined above.

3. Relationshijs Bétiﬁééﬁ FéiiiiliééL Cl‘iild Care Programmes, -and
School Programmes. This topic was raised by a number of dif-
ferent interviewees and reviews (see point #1- above) in several
’different contexts. - Some expressed cornicern about the effects
of attitudes towards "day care" children and ‘programimes held

seam between different types of- programmes which' children
participate in simultaneously (e g. day care and public schoolY
or euccessively (e. g.rkindergarten followed by grade one) . .

Otbers suggested the importance of examining re1ationships

betWeen school or day care programmes and families, inciuding

the effects of day care on the family, and ways of relating

school programmes to our multi-cultural society. Still others

noted growing evidence that successful intervention programmes

of any type may depend on famiiy changes as well as chiid ,

changes." (Biemiller,.A:., Early Childhood Education; in

J. Andrews and T: Rogers (Eds:) Canadian Research in Education:

g A State of the Art Review. Ottawa, SiS:H:R:C:C:,;~19827)"




Direction and Main Objective of Proposal .

'intérﬁatioﬁal context; addresses questions relating to chiid
socialization with special attention to the interaction between

gaged in research related to effects of group care and education
settings and family settings on children's éé§éi6pﬁéﬁt. The con-
‘sortium anticipates meeting in énﬁtémbéri to compare bféééﬁt work
snd examine the internatibﬁéi proposal as a fiéﬁéﬁbfk fdé the cross
Canada study. épecificaily; the group will consider -current and
propuosed environmental, parental and child measures, research

design, and the numter and nature of sites required to adequately

encompass the socialization experiences of Canadian four yzar olds.

Funding for each site will be the responsibility of the individual

researchers. The opportunities for obtaining such funding from
Vﬁféiiiiiéial and private sources would ﬁH&éﬁBEéaiy"Eé’ enhanced by
S.S.E.R.C.C.;é support for a national -tentre:. Seed money 1is being

centre. This centre would be involved in coordination and commun-

the Pre-primary Project (see 1.E.A. ﬁtbpdéai; ﬁg._ibé—ii?).

1.. See attached proposal for Conference on Canadian Research in

Early Childh‘ood.. | . _ '.' ?A
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Segtem§£211983. Conference on Early Childhood to be held at.
Ontario Institute for Stcdies in Education and Institute of Child

Study,fUniversity of Toronto. ”his conference will bring together

and immediately planned research activ1ties, and to identify poten—
tial sites across Canada), to be involved in the I.E:.A. project: )

N ﬁ Funding for this conference is being sought separate&y

from the seed funds requested in the present proposal. The conference

proposal is attached. However, the conference is seen as the starting

.

point for the development of-adCanadian National €entre for “the Pre-

iprimary Project. Availability of funds for the confsrence should be
announced in June, 1983.  ° .

<

‘%:

October-December, 1983. Preparation of proceedings of the

Conference on Early Childhood and correspondance between partici-

pants and other potentially interested parties. (The Pre-primary_

Project will he described to the Early Childhood Interest ,Group -of

the Canadian Association for the Study of Education in Vancouver in

June, 1983:) Preliminary work cn separate proposals for individual

site studies will be undertaken by some conference participants.

Correspondance with International Association for Evaluation of

Educational Achievement (1. E A.).
. ,
January to March, 1984 (assuming funding for deveélopment oOf
proposal). Continued correspondance with site groups. Work with
Eesearch of ficer to develop detailed proposal for national centre
in conjunction with .I.E.A. . .

S

‘April, 1984. Thiee meetinﬁs with participants will be held in
Montreal; Toronto; and Vancouver Relatively detailed site pro-
posals should be available for incorporation into plan for National
Centre.

L 4

84. Completion of detailed proposal for submission

to S.S.H. R.C.Ca Family and Socialization Strategic Area by May 315
- 1984, i

v

11, The western meeting may be held in Edmonton depending on the

constitution of groups and: convenience:
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: " Budget for Proposal Development

Research Officer 15 days @ $75;60185§ $1,125.00

; ) (1:€:5:)
(0.1.S.E.) Secretary 15 days; @ $58.00/day - 870.00
Staff Total $1,995.00

2. “Travel: (N.B. These costs assume participation by those atténding
Toronto conference in September. Actual groupings and
costs may be slightly different.)

, , ; |
Montreal Meeting |
Halifax-Montreai® $191.40

Moncton-Montreal a ¥ - 1179.30
Ottawa-Montreal 42.90
Toronto-Montreal ‘ - 94:60 -

‘ $508. 20
440.00

0

Living expenses 4x2x55°
$948.20 948.20

Toronto Meeting

Windsor-Torontgl ’ $ 77.00

Guelph-Toronto 25.00

$102.00

220:00

Living expenses 2x2x55°
: ? §322:00 - 322.00

Vancouver Meeting_ o

Toronto-Vancouver” - $ 530.20
Winnipeg-Vancouvers 333.30
Edmonton-Vancouver, 193.60
Victoria-Vancouver - 85.00

$1,142.10
440.00

Living expenses 2x4x55°C
$1,582:10 1,582.10

Travel Total : : . $2,852.30

Air Canada charter fate inflated by 10%:

Via Rail return club,;- infiated by 10%:

o wm

c. Living expenses inflated by 10%Z from $50 rate now allowed
d. By car

-

. o wg |




3. Other Expenses:
Long distance telephone $100.00
Stamps B 50.00

$150.00

-

Total Cost

150.00

$4,997.30
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Andrew J. Biemilier

Current Address: Institute of Child Study;
Faculty of Education;
University of Toronto;
45 VWialmer Road,
Toronto, Ontario.
M5R +2X2
(416) 978-5086

Citizenship Status: Canadian

Education: B.A. Harvard €ollege (Social Relations), 1962.
- M.Sc. Cornell University (Child Development),
1966
Ph:D. Cornell University (Child Development and .

Family Relationships), 1569.

. Current ; Associate Professor of Child Study; University

Position” of Toronto; cross-appointed to Depa: tment of
Apvlied Psychology; Ontario Institute of Education.

s

~

Major - Biemiller, A. A Longitudinal Study of Thriving,

Pubiications Average, and Non-Thriving Children From
Kindorgarten to Grade Four. Toronto, Ontario:
Ministry of Education, Oﬁtério, 1983.

Biemiller, A. Research on Early Childhood ~
Education: Some Okservations on the Problems
und Possibilities in Canadav Canadian Journal

r n, 1982, 2, 73-79.

Bailey, L., Biemiiier; ’;; Elder, J. and Regam, E.

Ontario: Ontario Educational Communications

: . Authority, 1982.

Biemiller, A. Early Childhood Educatiom, in &

J.H:M: Andrews and T. Rogzrs (eds:.) €anadian

Research in Education: A State of the Art

Review. Ottawa, Ontario: S.S.H.R.C.C., 1982:

dpiemiller; A. Biemiller Test of Reading Processes.
Toronto, Ontario: Guidance Centre, 1981. :

ﬁieﬁillet; A. Changes in. the Use of Graphic and
Contextual Information as Functions of Passage

¢

Difficulty and Reading Achievement Level. e

Journal of Reading Behavior; 1979, 11, 307 318.—
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temiller; A:; Avis; €. and tindsey, A Application

of Watts' Human Interaction Scale to the Study

of Competence--cnpporting Aspects of Day Care

Enviromments: Canadian Journal of Behavioural
Science, 1979, 11, 356-360.

Biemilier, A&. Kindergarten Programmes: Effects

of Regular Half Day, Alternate Full Day, and

Paily Sull DPay Programmes. Toronto, Ontario:

Ministry of Educatxon, 1978.

Biemiller, A: Relationships Between Oral Reading

Rates for Letters, Words, and Text and the

NDevelopment of Reading Achievement: Reading

Research Quarterly; 1978; 13; 223-253;

Biemillerg A. (ed.) Problems in the Teaching
of Young Children. Toronto; Ontario: O0.I.S.E.
Press. .

Biemiller, A. The Devélopmeiit of the Use of
- Graphic and Contextual Information as Children
Learn tc Read. Reading Research Quarisrly,

1970, 6, 75-96.

Co-principal Investigator with Dr. Regan.
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Abbreviated Curriculum Vitae April; 1983

Elien M. Regan -

Current Address: Department of Curriculum,

Ontario Institute for Studies

in Education,

252 Bloor Street West,
i Toronto, Ontario,
M58 1vVé

(416) 923-6641 Ext. 621

Citizenship Status: Landed Immigrant
' ?
Education: B.Sc. State University College, Genesse, N:¥: .

(Education), 1953. x

M.Sc. 8yracuse University (Education), 1956.

Ed.D. State University of New York,; Albany
(Education); 1967:

Current ~ Associate Professor, Department of Curriculum,
Position ° _ Ontario Institute for Studies in Education.
Previous ° Teacher; Speech Therapist; Consultant;
Applied  : public schools; New York State; ¢
Experience 1953-1964. P

"

o, Regan; E.M. -and Weiss; J. Prueess-Oriented ,
Publications ° and Product-Oriented Curriculum. International
Encyclopedia of Education: - Research -and Studies.
Lbnddn; U.K.: Pergamon Press Ltd. (in preéss).

Bailey, L., Biemiller, A.,,Elder,,J and Regan, M.
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