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The Conference

The Conference on Early Childhood was held from-September 22

to September 24; 1983 at the Ontario Institute for Studies in

Education (OISE) in Toronto. The objectives of this conference

of early childhood researchers from across Canaaa were:

1. to. review the directions of current research, as represented

by the work of conference participants, to share research

questions_and methodblogy and to discuss ideas for future

research in the field of early childhood;

2. to determine Canadian interest in the lEA Preprimary

Project, an international study of the socialization

environments of four-year7old children; as, proposed by

the International Association for the Evaluation of

Educational Achievement (IEA).

An anticipated outcome of the conference was the
. -

establishment of a consortium of researchers whose shared

interests ins early childhood would provide a needed network

of communicationamong such researchers in Canada; The lEA

Proposal which inspired the conference\emphasizes the need

to develop a strong theoretical'and empirical framework for

guiding 'research and rationalizing practice.'The confel.ence
,

was directed toward contributing to the developMent of such

a framework;



Each of the two principal objectives of the conference

occupied roughly half of the scheduled time of the three-day

conference period. _The format included opportuhities for

individual reports of current and planned research, as well

as open general discussions of the IEA proposal.

Funding for the conference was received from four sources:
Vra

1;
.

Social Sciences and Humanities Research Council

Canada (SSHRCC)';

Vinistry of Education, Ontario;

3; Ontario Institute for Studies in Education (OISE);

4 Faculty of Education, University of Toronto;

Ellen Regan of OISE and Andrew Biemiller, Institute of

-Child Study, University of Toronto, planned the conference

and served.as to-chairpersons of 'the conference sessions.

The Proceedings

1 This report summarizes the conference proceedings under

the following areas of;focus:

1; the Participants;

2. Overview of Reported Research on Early Childhvd;



3. re-Sp-Wise to the IEA Preprimary Proposal and directions

for the future;

4.

I

Appendices: A;

B.

Academic Participants' Current ReSeardh Work,

IEA Sampling Plan

Brockman Observation/Coding Schedule

D. Proposal for a National Coordinating

Centre.

4

It is hoped that thi8 report will meet the needs of the

participants, and (-8-O address the interests. of others who are

engaged in research and policy development, and may wish to

become involved in the Preprimary Project asit develops.

SECTION ONE

The Participants

Twenty-one participants from academic,centreS in seven

Canadian provinces, and five participants from provincial

ministries attended the conference. All participants rweffe

invited to attend on the basis of their current research,

their acadeMid position; their in their respective

Ministries. The national nature ,of the repr.6sentation in the

group was welcbmed as a unique opportunity to realizes both the

common concerns and the regional differences among Canadian

researchers.

7



At every session; discussion was enriched by.the

of the participants from provincial ministries.

comments

This liaison

between policy-makers and researchers is seen as a positive and

concrete outcome of the conference and i:t is hoped that this

type of interaction will serve as a model for'future meetings

related to the IEA Preprimary Project, both regionally and

nationally.

All conference participants and their academic affiliations

are listed below and are; in addition; noted in Appendix A!".

with brief descriptions of current research interests.

Participants - Academic Centres

Madeleine_BaiIlarge-m
FaCulty of Education
Laval University .

Quebec,

Andrew Biemiller
Institute of Child Study
University of Toronto
Toronto

Lois M. Brockman
Dept. of7Family StOdies
University of Manitoba
Winnipeg

Patricia Canning
Mount Saint Vincent University
Halifax

Glen Dixon
Child Study Centre
University of British Columbia
Vancouver

Steen B. Esbensen
Universite du 111111.ebec a Hull
Hull

Joan Gamble
Faculty of Education
University of Moncton
Moncton

=Hillel Goelman
Faculty_ of- Education
University of British
Vancouver

1
Appendix A - Academic Participants.
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a
Wilfred Innerd, Dean
Faculty of Education
Universi_ty of Windsor
Windsor

Ellen Jacobs
Faculty of Educations
Concordia UniverSity
Montreal

Dona Lero
Department of Family Studies
University of Guelph
Guelph

Margie I. Mayfield
Faculty of Education_
University of Victoria
Victoria

Solveiga
Dept. of
OISE
Toronto

Mieitit
Applied Psychology

Fred Morrison
Faculty Home Economics:-
University o Alberta-
Edmonton

Participants
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Raquel B. Presser
Section prescolaire-primaire
F.S.E.
Montreal,

Ellen Regan
Dept. of Curriculum
OISE
Toronto

Merle RidhardS
Faculty of Education
Brock University
St. Catherines

Ada Schermann, Chairman
Institute of Child Study
University of Toronto
Toronto .

Donna White
Dept; of Psychology
Concordia University
Montreal

Otto Wdininger
Dept; of Applied Psychology
OISE
Toronto

- Provincial Ministries

Candice Pineault
Ministera de l'Education

_du;.Quebec
Quebec.

Irene Kyle
Policy and Development Branch

Ministry,of Community and
Social Services

Queen's Park
Toronto

Aura Hanna
Research Branch
Ministry of_Education
Queen's Park
Toronto

Sylvia McPhee
Special Education Branch
Ministry of Education
Queen's Park, Toronto

Frances Poleschuk, Chief
Elementary Education Branch
Ministry ofEducation
Queen's Park
Toronto

4



Lilian, Katz of the College of Education; University of

Illinois accepted an invitation to attend the conference

:session dealing with the TEA proposal; She is a joint-author

of this proposal, and brought to the conference recent news Of

international response to the proposal and pertinent comments

on design modifications of the study.
2

SECTION TWO

Overview of Reported Research

Research reports were prese -d by all academic participants.

It is possible to identify within the body of work discussed

several majt= clusters of interest and activity among the

researchers; It is important to note that this overview does
.

not attempt to catalogue all early childhood research currently

underway in Canada..3 It is, rather, a view of what is now

being done by twenty-one researchers whose Work reflects areas of

individual_friterest in young children and, taken collectively,

gives a profile of important national and regional concerns in

this field. The following are areas of research activity in

-Canada as represented by conference participants, with a

2 See section 3 of(thL.Se proceedings fDr details of this discussion.

3 See Biem,ller, A. "Early Childhood Education" in J.M.H. Andrews
and T. Rogers (Eds.) Research on Education in Canada A State
of the Art Review (1982). Ottawa, SSHRCC.

10



7.

sampling of representative studies from each cluster. AS

indicated; a researcher's activity- may be represented by

-;two or more of these clusters. Studies mentioned in thiS

section of the report are outlined by author in Appendix A.

Details of this work are available from the respective

researcher.

Training Models for Teachers and Child CareWorkars

Interest in teacher education -and professional development

is grounded in concern for the quality of life of young children

in group settings;

Raquel Presser has undertaken 'an exploratory study to

identify teachers' professional development needs. In interviews

with teachersi she finds that subjects seem to choose between

stagnation and development; between ambivalence and autonomy.

She identifies as a recurring theme the teachers' search for

support.

Lois Brockman is developing training programs for Family

Day Care Providers; Her investigation explores the relative

effectiveness of three training models on the quality Of..

caregiving;

11



Kathleen Brophy is using family systems theory as a basis

for discussing how day care staff should view a child and

how day care providers can form a partnership with the family

in programming for the child.

,

SolveigaMiezitis is developing a new technique for use

by school psychologists in dealing with children of low self-

esteem; The model includes both teacher and parent mediated.

approaches.

Glen Dixon is creating teacher training matetialsfot use

in ECE courses. A series of videotapes of child and teacher

behaviours is accompanied by guides; He is also working on

a model program for teaching ESL children in Vancouver schoors.

Patricia Canning has an interest'in preschool programs for

native children and is developing teacher training materials for

Native Peoples as well as establishing model preschool-programs

for Indian and Innuit children.

Teacher Beliefs and Perceptions

Several researchers are involved...in studies which identify

teachers beliefs and perceptions and/or explore the impact of

these perceptions on the educational setti.ng.
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Steen Esbensea'S study of teachers' perceptios of play

pedagogy is a comparative study looking at the attitudes.

towards play held'by adtlts working with young children;

Andrew Biemiller, Ellen Regan and SoIveiga Miezitis are

involved in a study of teachers' perceptions and practices

at the K-.4 level. Miez-iris_ looked at the effects of feedbatk

about their teaching on student.teacherps expectations about

children. Regan used an observation/interview/feedback cycle

to explore teachers' beliefs and to increase observer understand-

ing ofithe teacher's classroom practice.

Raquel Presser examined teacher attitudes in her study of

professional deVelOptent needs and identifed as =recurring

themes: fear of incompetence; self-esteem, isolation, assertion

and facing conflicts.

CharacteriStics of V

several researchers

_of Preschool Experience

are'involved in a survey of regional/

local preschool facilities and an evaluation of the variables.

associated with quality of life for children in these settings.
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Patricia Canning has undertaken an assessment of the extent

and characteristics of the provision of child care in Nova Scotia.

Joan Gamble has completed a survey of francophone preschool.

centres in the province of New Brunswick and an analysis .of key

variables affecting their quality.

Hillel Goelman is studyir)g the caregiving arrangements of

preschoolers in Victoria. rom an ecological perspective.

laraLellafleld is currently working On a description and

analysis of Employer Sponsored Day Care in Canada; assessing

its feasibility and desireability for Canada; in general; and

British Columbia in particular;

Otto WPininger is preparing a paper based on a review of

,16
0 -4-

the literature on children's day care centres and their effects

on young' children.
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Determining/Evaluating Charaicterflticq of Children in Various

Cre/EducetionaI Settings

The impact of- particUlaredUCational programs and care

facilities on children is of concern to a number of researchers.

Work in this area Often reflects interest in the interaction

between child dfiataCteriStics and setting Vaiiable;

Hillel Goelman uses a measure of children's cognitive,

social and emotional development in his study of three

different care environments: licenced day care Centres,

licenced family day' bare and unlicended faMily day care homes.

Wilfred Innetd investigates the long-term effects on

children of their preschool edudatioh. He is studying the;

Subsequent school performance of children with different kinds

of preschool experience.

.

Margie Mayfield is evaluating the impact of a home-based

intervention program for Native children up to 4 years Of age.

_

Merle Richards_ and Andrew Biemiller lbbked at "thriving",

"average", and "not-as-yet thriving" Children in various programs

from Kindergarten to Grade Two, making an analysis of.children'S

problems and teachers' strategies.
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Methodology r.

An important aspect of much of the work currently underway

in Canada is the development of instruments for and-methods of

studying young children and their environments. Design and

Validation of measures were critical components in Lois Brockman's

study of family day care settings. Her timed observation

technique achieved good reliability among observers of children
31.

n the home day care environment.

Hillel Goelman is piloting the development of new observ-

ational measures to be used in homes for the study of caregiving

arrangements for preschoolers.

Andrew Biemiller tested the structure and validity of a

teacher rating form to elicit teacher perceptions of individual

children in both a longitudinal and a one year study. He is

also developing a video and interview technique for looking

at children's self-direction.

Donna White, and associates A.B: Doyle and L. Serbin,
7

maintained_as a primary goal of their study on social development

of young ildren, the refining and validation of measures of

Salient sacialocues such as gender, body-type; or language.
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Ellen Regan's studies of both parents beliefs and'teachers'
\

perceptions refined a method of eliciting those beliefs through

an interview technique. By allowing opportunities for feedback

and elaboration; subjects were able to clarify and refine their

initial responses. This technique has implications for the

work of educational consultants.

-1)

Influence of Various Home/F es *- Preschool

Experience

In this cluster of research interests researchers focus on

the interaction between the characteristics of the child's home

and parents and his preschool experience. There is an awareness

that studieS of children cannot treat the circumstance's of a child

life fully without a close look at the critical factors of home li

Kathleen Brophy examines how families cope with the child's

day care experience from the perspective of family systems theory.

Patricia Canning also analyses family response to a child

entering a preschool program in her study of the effects of

preschool education on children and families in Labrador.

A key interest of Donna Lero is the family in relation to

the child's care experience. Her study of-factors influencing

17
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parents' preferences for child care arrangemenrs explore parental

attitudeS and criteria related to preferences.

Margie Mayfield is involved in a cross-cultural study on-

the impact of parent involvement in preschool intervention

programs.

Otto Weininger is studying the play of children who express

distress at separation from their parent at the day care centre.

Quality of Child-Adult Interactions

ASSOSSing the type of interactions the child experiences

in the care environment contributes .to the overall picture of

the quality of life for children in these settings.

Kathleen Brophy uses observational measures in assessing

the interaction of special needs toddlers, special needs pre-
.

and non-special needs preschoolers with adults. Her

settings were integrated 6di-ly childhood programs.

Solveiga MiezitiS looked at the effects of feedback to

student teacherS on their interactions with particular childten.

Merle Richards developed a teacher/child interaction coding

measure for her analysis of thriving vs non-thriving children.

18
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Determining Ch r n's Social Networks

Several researchers are involved in work which explores

social develbpment of young children in extra-home settings;
2.

Ellen Jacobs explores the composition of social' networks; and

the child's peer relations in her study of social development of

preschool children. She also examines' privacy, personal space

and intrusive behaviour in the preschool.setting.

Donna White looks at how children develop ideas about socia

variables such as sex role ethnic identity and body image.,

This study also deals with the salience of social cues.

_Otto Weininger is studying power relationships in kindergarten

children.

Cognitive Ceve

In this areai.etudies range ac ross many areas of intelleatual

growth;

fired Morrison is studying cognitive development in preschool

and school-age children: - information processing
- domainnspecific knowledge
- reading .aquisitiog and disability
- precursors of learning disabilities
- languagg and cognitive antecederts
of latef reading disorders.
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Madeleine Ba ±llargeon looks at early reading, Patricia

Canning at mathematical competehdieS of preschoolers, and

Margie Mayfield at the development of reading and writing percepti

r attitudes and skills of kindergarten and primary children.

Spedial Needs Children in Early Childhood Programs

Special need8 children are observed both in integrated

programs and in settings designed specificallyor them;

Madeleine Baillargeon is concerned with mainstreaming in

Quebec.
A

Donna Lero hopes to assess wht factors are needed to allow

optimal integration of special needs children into. "regular"

preschool and day care programs.

_
Cathleen Brophy assesses the child /adult interaction of

special needs children in a preschool setting;

Otto Weininger is studying pretend play and its effects

upon deve;opmentally handicapped young children. He is also

investigating certain differences between the play of normal,

neurotic and psychotic children.

20
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Young NatAve-Children
\

As regional interests were disc ssed, Indian and Innuit
\

!

children T,Vere mentioned, as the focus of some studies. Factors
\

such as isoiation, cultural variabIes.and family Variables

were critical to these studies.

*Patricia Canning is involved iri serveral studies involving
1

youngr ^ native children: a comparison of Innuit and non- Innuit
\

children entering primary school; the effects of presch6o1

education on children in Labrador; the development of teacher

training and preschool programs for native children.

Margie Mayfield is conducting a longitudinal evaluation of

a Native Infant Program of home-based intervention.

4
Gien_Dixan is interested in the education and experience of

children fining in geographically isolated areas.

Other Research Interests

Steen ESbenSenV8 interest in space and design is reflected i

two StudieS, one on environmental design implications for pIaygrou

behaviour, and one concerning urban planning for children.and

families.



Glen Dixon. is developing preschool ESL programs for use in .

Vancouve

Ellen Regan explores patent perceptions. in her study of

patent beliefs about their teaching role.

Ada Schermann is interested in developing continuities in

the sequence of schbbl experiences each child has and'in extend-

ing g continuity of programming from the early school years up

to the junior leVel.



SECTION THREE

Response to the IEA Preprimary Project

The Conference on Early Childhood considered the IEA

preprimary project from two perspectives. The proposal was

examined first in terms of its relevance to the inte.!rests of

Canadian researchers. Next, the proposal was discussed with

respect to its thrust and feasibility as a national research

undertaking. In preparation for the conference; all participants

received copies of the proposal. Consequently everyone came to

this discussion with knowledge of.the proposal and Its objectives;

Following is a summary of the proposal.

This proposal concerns :,

1: A survey of provisions for 4 year olds, ranging from within-

home parental care to "formal" in-classroom kindergarten and

daycare settings, including information on:

characteristics of clientele
responsible agency
program focus
source of funds
characteristics of personnel
(survey to be conducted in many countries during 1986-87;
Information provided to us suggests that such surveys may
be conducted sooner in Canada and the USA;)

2. An observational study of four year 'lord children's quality

of life including activites, rinteractions with children and adults,

23



and. affective climate in group care/education settings and home

settings (main study to be conducted at many sites in many

countries during 1987-88);

An observation and interview study of variables affecting

extra-home children's settings including space-, materiais,

number of children, adult-child rato, characteriitics of children,

characteristics of staff, use of time, parental influence over

non-parental settings, administrative authority, extra services,

fundng, socialisation focus (e.g., substitute for parental "care

vs education) and curriculum type (to be conducted in 1987 -88).

4. A follow-up study of primary school outcomes including:

primary school performance and adjustment at ages 6 and 7;

social competencies, language development, and other measures to

be developed by participating nations; (This component would

occur during 1990-1992.) 0

Prior to the conduct of the main survey and study of the

quality of lifeof four year olds in 1986-1988, national, groups

would collaborate on the development of sites, sampling procedures

(1983-=,1984), measures (1983-1985) and pilot studies (105-1986).

24



The intended outcomes of the study include:

Y. Provision Of comparative' information about child socializatic

care, and education arrangements in different countries and

regions of countries;

Provision of-information about the quality of life experience

by four year old children in a wide variety of different settings

in different regions and S.E.S. groups in different countries.

3. Examination of setting variables associated with variations

in the quality of life of four year olds:

Examination of relationships between thp observed quality

of life of four year olds and developmental outcomes at ages 6 or

5. Application of such information to practical policy
.

decisions concerning care and education arrangements for four

year olds.

Each participant prepared for conference purposes a

statement of thoughts, concerns and questions related to'..the

proposal and these served as a starting point for discussion;

There was general enthusiasm for the "Proposed research and



respect for the objectives of the lEA study. Conferees wer.2,

however, anxious to clarify several issues and a list,of specific

'questions was compiled; These were subsequently addressed to

Lilian Katz (University of Illinois), Chairperson of the IEA

Preprimary Project Committee.

It was apparent from the outset that the participants

were favourably disposed to the proposed survey of proVisions

for 4 year=Olds in Canada. While there were signifiyant queries

regarding design and direction, the concept of the survey was

readily endorsed. The proposed studyof quality of life of

4 year-=olds interested the researchers, but received a cautious

response fom many until issues of national relevance could be

identified and included in the agenda of study.

Thre,eclusters of concern Abbut the study in general emerged:

methodology

2; fIeXibility

3; administration and funding.

Each of these areas is' presented below with a summary of the

ensuing discussion Of participants' concern;

1. Methodology: Researchers stated that one of the principal

Objectives in undertaking any aspect of the study would be the
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development of measures, and instruments which are sensitive to

and valid for study of Canadian children on a national scale;

With this in mind, there were concerns expressed that the IEA

proposal placed little emphasis on tests and interviews as

sources of data. While favouring observational measures,

Lilian Katz confirmed that changes to the origianl proposal would
_ _ _

include, as accepted methods of data collection, tests of competence.

Both the Size of the sample and the sampling procedures

were questioned. There was concern that for a nation of the

size and diversity of Canada, a larger, more representative

sample.of sites and children would present a more valid picture

of 4 year-olds across the country; Lilian Katz acknowledged that

the original sampling plan was subject to revision and referred

to modifications regarding sampling as proposed by the IEA

Committee. 4 She felf that while it is necessary to place some

limits on the variety of sites, it is also recommended that the

sampling be designed to address-nationally relevant questions.

The issue of feasibility was raisedin relation to acaprately

observing the large number of variables proposed in the origianl

projeCt outline. Lilian Katz shared the group's concern about

the number of variables. On the question of variables, she also

4See IEA Sampling Plan, Appendix B
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emphasized that while every country involved seems able to think

of additional variables for study is really not possible to

Add more to the international study; She did suggest that

additiOnal variables can be included at the national leVel, and

gave as an example special needs children who are not Specifically

included internationally, but might be an important national concern.

the

There was considerable unease among the researchers regarding

observation methods suggested in the proposal. Some noted

the diffiCulty of achieving reliability with coding methods of

this type, while others questioned the likelihood of accurately

coding all variables in 12-scond intervals;

Louis Brockman, University of Manitoba, Winnipeg, Manitoba,

was invited to present to the group an alternative observation

technique which she.has developed and leound effective in her

Study of family home day care.:: Her emphasis is on creating a

reliable picture of what theObserver actually saw through

concise descriptions of behaviour accompanied by appropriate

coding;
5

There was general interest'in purSuingVternatives to the.'

IEA proposed observational and coding methods.

5
L. Brockman's Observation/Coding Technique,Appendix C.
Brockman invited requests for information and feedback on
her observational data collecting technique.

28
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MA7f19- researchers felt that any consideration of quality of

life would require definition of "quality", "good", etc. These

definitions werenot'made clear in the proptiSal, and IEA

provides no rticuIar external validating criteria for these

k'es, elms s of the study; Partidipants representing Ministries

of EdudatfOn requested that this study be more than an abstract

discussion of quality of life. They anticipate that this is an

upportunity to,develop criteria for policy-makers. Comments from

these participantsreratedly brought the group back to'the

question, "How can we get closer to criteria which effect the

quality of life for children?"

Canadian researchers were encouraged by Lilian Katz to

develop methodology which meets their needS, and to share it

via the IEA Committee with other participating countries. If

Canada proceeds with a national survey ahead of the suggested

IEA schedule (1986-88), _thiS methodological contribution to the

international study appears likely.

2. Flexibility: Of critical importance to the conference

participants was the extent to which they and their collegues

would be locked into the IEA proposed plan of action if they,

declared interest in taking part in the study." While most

expressed enthusiasm for the project in general, almost all
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had2some areas in which their interests and concerns did not

match' those of the international study. Methodological questions,

practical issues, and priorities were all raised repeatedly in

conjunction with the issue of flexibility.

Lilian Katz did much to allay fears that the IEA project

established such a fixed framework that little variation was

possible. She emphasized that each country is encouraged to

add its own policy questions, to determine and incorporate its

own priorities and to see the study as a relevant piece of

research work both on the national and the international level.

.There is an attempt at present on the part of the IEA Committee:

to reach agreement among participating countries on what the

essential questions for study will be Beyond these, countries

erwill look at issues nationally employing the IEA Study as a

useful vehicle for their own interests. For example, the. health

status of 4 year-old children is not an included variable.

internationally, but it would be welcomed in the various
f

national studies if it,emerged as a country-based priority.

In brief, it would seem appropriate for researchers to view

the IEA project as an unibrella proposal, with specific objectives

and approaches, but also encompassing the possibility of national



variations and variables.
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This flexibility was

viewed as essential to any study Which allows for and respects

regional differences and cultural perspectives.

3. Administration and Funding. biscussion of the YEA Preprimary

Project returned often to the issue of administration and funding;

The study was felt to be a formidable undertaking requiring

regional, national; and international co-ordination and long-

term funding. Lilian Katz outlined the internationaI\network,

indicating that at present 21-22 countries had declared. interest

in participating in the study; -An Internationl Committee chaired

by Lilian Katz; serves to mediate the interests and concerns of

the member nations. An international co-ordinating centre is

being established at Ypsilanti, Michigan, U.S.A.

In each participating country; a National Co-ordinating

Centre will operate to represent the interests of the regional

research groups. Angela Hildyard, ExRcutive Head of

Sponsored Research, OISE, Outlinvol the role of a National Centre

in such a study as this; It would serve to channel data to. the

International Centre; to maintain the objectives of TEA in all

facets of the research, to monitor the time-frame and use of

instruments and, co-ordinate researchers' fund-raising efforts

in Canada.
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Funding received considerable attention in the discussic.

There was support for the notion of consortium-based fund raising

which would ensure co-ordination rather than competition in
,

approaching funding bodies for money. Lilian Katz and Angela

Hildyard supported the idea of seeking support money in three-year

stages. Possible sources of funding were suggested: foundations,

Provincial MiniStrie8 (Education, Social Services, etc.), Federal

Ministries (Indian Affairs, Health and Welfare, etc.) , SSHRCC.

Initial discussion with SSHRCC of matching funds raised indepent-

ently from other sources has aIreadyFeceived unofficial, but
.

favourable, response.. iThere was a Concensus that in all funding

efforts care must be taken to present the IEA study in such a way

that tie potential of othei Canadian researchers, not involved

in the study, to obtain funding not be jeopardized.

Andrew Biemiller and Ellen Regan reported that they had

prepared an intitial proposal for a seed money grant from SSHRCC

for development of a proposal for a National Co-ordinating Centre.
6

The conference participants endorsed this proposal and await

relponse to it by January, 1984:

The IEA administrative structure is further delineated by a

network of regional groupings within each participating country.

.

6'See Appendix D for a copy of this proposal.
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in Canada; three regional clusters are suggested,,With

representative meeting to be held in late 1983 and early 1984 in eacl

area. Vancouver (or Edmonton), Toronto, and Montreal will)

serve as regional meeting points at present.' The regional

approach is seen as a means of drawing in other researchers

and hence making the study both' more representative and more

productive. Financially; regionality increases the feasibility`

of the study as local special interest groups as well as

provincial ministries are likely to view with farour a regionally

relevant proposal;

Participants identified several items which would constitute

an agenda for the-first regional meeting in each area:

1. Determine commitment to the IEA PropOsal in general

2. Determine commitment to components of the'study

(a) National Survey,

(h) Quality of Life Study;

(c) National Co-ordinating Centre;

3; Identify the,variables which people in each region would

*0-

like to include in the survey;

4; Consider sample sites within each region;

It was understood that regions would seek their own funding

for these meetings.

33
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Stai-Pme _i- of Survg. and_Researrh_TntPrests

The Conference on Early Childhood provided a forum for

participating researchers to state then interests in

relation to (1)'a National Survey of rovisions for 4-year-olds

and (2) Research which relates to other aspects of the lEA

study;

While it is understood that it is not possible to incor-

porate all interests within the study, the follo;ing lists
./

indicate the range of Canadian couicernS i.n this area of early

childhood research;

1. Survey Interests

- curriculum/philosophy of Nursery schools

- mainstreaming

- enlarge age sample to include younger and older children

(infants to 5-year-olds)

teacher competency and training

population density

- training of care providers and trainers

- parent education

- special needs children

- increase number of home variables

- trends in day care choices

-. survey methodology developed
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- parent response to care situation

-.early identification

quality of interaction in settings

- case study appro"ach to a variety of programs

- factors affecting rate of staff turnover

- professional development

- measures of developmental status

- percentages of various family styles (single parent/ etc.)

- -information on directors of care setting

staff perception of professional status

- co-ordination between preschool and primary grades,

- province-wide surveys

- effect of mixed-age groupings

- tracking re: 'Where are the children?

- continuity between preschool programs

- native preschools

- teachers'
t
stated philosophy relateci, to actual behaviour

parent involvement in schools

- gender of staff

2. Research Interests related to "quality o Li-fe"

-- observational techniques

quality of life as a function of age/sex variable

evaluation techniques, methodology development

- environmental concerns - space; play materials, etc.

- remote areas, geographical isolation and program variables



- adult behaviour - teacher competency

- native children's programs

extending child care education to parents

- training requirements and effects on quality care

sequence of early childhood experiences

family dynamics, parent involvement

- inservice training for care providers regarding early

identification
T1

- quality of interaction in. settings

- consistency in programming

- nutrition

- networking of early educators

- continuity in experience duringchild's early years

adult-child attachment

social networks

- day care vs nursery school vs home

rural vs urban variables

- play in different settings

how children are evaluated

In addition to the participants' independent research and survey

interests, comments from ministry representatives urged that

throughout the study, researchers be aware of the need for a

prototype for co-ordinating resources for children, for evaluating

these resources, and for setting policies for :them. Several

sources of existing statistical information were noted (e.g.,.

Statistics Canada, Helath and Welfare, etc.) and these may serve
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regional needs as the survey takes shape. Steen Esbensen

encouraged participants to consider producing a book_bg early

childhood to explore provincial/regional concerns and cent

research findings;

CONCLUDING COMMENT

Conference participants expressed their appreciation to

SSHRCC; OISE and Faculty of Education; University of Toronto for

making possible this gathering of researchers; There was

COnCenSus that the Canadian early education research community

is being strengthened by exposure to and discul.;sion of the work

being done in the field across the country.

As a 'follow-up to the Conference; plans are underway for*

two of the regional meetings And for a round table diSCUSSiOn at

the June 1984 meeting of the Canadian Society for the,,-tuay of

Education (-C8-S8); This interest in pursuing conference objectives'

in settings involving greater representations of regional and

national research concerns is certainly an important outcome of

the conference.
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Academic Participants

Dr; Madeleine Bailargeon
Faculte des sciences de l'Education
Universite Lavel,
Quebec; P.Q.

Current -Research Interests:

1. Early Readies - Goal of this study is to gather information

of the processes of reading in children who have not

yet had formal teaching in reading, i.e., readers before

1st grade.

2. Mainstreaming -.a look at young handicapped children in

regular early childhood programs.



Dr.Andrew Biemiller
Associate Professor of Child Study
ThstitUte of Child Study
Faculty of Education
University of Toronto
Toronto, Ontario

enrrent Research Interests

l. Longitudinal Study of children identifed by their
II

teachers as "thriving ", "average", or "not-as-yet thriving

according to teachers'goals. Children have been followed

from kindergarten to grades 3 or 4;

2. One Year Study of kindergarten to Grade Two children examining

variables related to "thrive" status.

3. Study of children's behaviour and performance in the

laboratory school at the Institute of Child Study using

teacher ratings, interviews, and observer ratings.

Development of videotape and interview techniques for

examining children's self-directive capacities was a

special focus.



Dr. Lois Brockman
Department of-Family Studies
University of Manitoba
Winnipeg, Manitoba

4-Current Research-Interests:

1. The immediate and long-term effectiveness of three

education/training approaches (micro teaching; workshop,

and correspondence course) on quality of caregivi ng of

family day care providers.

2. Current research in child development in Department of

Family Studies.

Effect of the type of teacher responsiveness to a
child on the child's task behaviour.

The effect of infant development classes provided for
pregnant adolescents on the subsequent care of their
infants.

Examination of behaviours shown by infants and toddlers
while motivated to achieve a goal.

Developmental changes in the ability of children From
two to five years of age to manipulate clothing closures.

- Production of video programs whichillustrate_behaviours
included in the Hawaiian Early Learning Profile (HELP)
Assessment;

- Video teaching programs in_production:
DeveIopMent in Down Syndrome children
Teaching music to toddlers.
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Dr. Kathleen Brophy
Assistant Professor
Department of Family Studies
University of Guelph
Guelph, Ontario

Current Research Interests

1. Social and Play Behaviour of Special Nee and Non=Speci&l

Needs Toddlers.

The toddlers were observed in two early childhood papgrams.

Video tapes of free play periods allowed for assessment

of the interaction of special needs and non-special needs

toddlers with adults and peers.

2. Adult"and Child Ihtei.action of S cial'Needs_and_NonSpecial
,:... ,

Needs Preschoolers.'y, .,:

;

,,
, .44, , -

.1

4,

, 1

Obsery tion of fr;pe pIayr.activ#17...of 3-5 year olds in a

a
ff4

pre-saborprograffi4serving_s_peeia needs and non- cial
..,. ..., (1-.. --i-4, -,),.,,,,,,;,

.:4;-

,.

needs children. The interaCtiorr,between adultnd theSe
.

3;

children w s the -focus;

Applies to Viewing Children

and Families_inDaare,'

A look at how families cope with the realities of a young

child entering a day care program, and at the ways that

program Staff and families can develop a partnership in

caring for the child.
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Dr. Patricia Canning_
Mount Saint Vincent University
Halifax, Nova Scotia i;

Current Research Interests

1. The ASSOSSment and Evaluation of'Child'Care in Nova Scotia.

An assessment of'the extent and characteristics of the

provision of child care services to young children and

their families.

Investigates these services from the perspective of Working

mothers, day care centre staff and the children themselveS.

The Effects of Preschool Education on Children and Families

in Nain, Labrador.

EValUatiOn Of the.effect of preschool edubation on school

readiness and achievement in low income families.

Examination of the effect of a child's attendance at

preschool on the faMiIy.

3. 1. comparison of innuit and non-Innuit childryn entering

grades primary and one

Development of preschool teacher training programs for

Native Peoples CInnuit and Indian).

5. Development of model preschool programs for Native children

(Innuit and Indian).
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6. An examination of the characteristics of pre-primary

programs in Nova Scotia.

7. Mathematical competence of :preschoolers.

.4e

-
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Dr. Glen Dixon
Child Study Centre '

a

Faculty of Education
University of British Columbia
Vancouver, B.C.

t-XurrekResearch Interests

ESL Demonstration Preschool.

Development, of a model ESL_program for use in Vancouver

sbhools.

Research emphasis on the development of social language

skills in the second language by 3 and 4 year olds

attending demonstration preschool.

_2. Development of a series of videotapes of child and teacher'

behaviours with accompanying guides for use in ,ECE teacher

education courseS,

3. An investigation into the child's perception of selected

elements in music and visual art and the relationship

to social language and exploratory behaviour in the

preschool.

4. Establishment of a new mother/toddler program at-u.b.e;

Child Study Centre.
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Steep Esbensen
Professor
Departement des sciences de l'Education
Universite du Quebec a Hull
.Hull, Quebec.

Executive' Director
Canadian Society for, the Study of Education
Ottawa, Ontario

Current Research Interest

ogY

A comparative study based on a questionnaire-interview

instrument in Quebec, Ontario, Denmark, Sweden and Norway.

2. En-ironmental Design Impiications'on PIayground_Rehaviour

Includes studies of accidents on the playground and safety

.standards for playgounds in Europe and North America.

3. Urban Pla ning for Children and Families

Focus on pUblic policies for children's play environments

in 25 countries.
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Joan Gamble
.Assistant Professor
Department of Teaching
Faculty of Education
University of Moncton
Moncton, New Brunswick

Current Research Interests

1. The Priority Needs in New Brunswick-regarding quality

of preschool centres

A survey of francophone preschool centres in New Brunswick

leading to an analysis of their quality.

Focus on adult-child ratio, group size, teacher's

educationalqualifications, number of square feet per

child and lighting.

(Research undertaken with Dr; Catalina Ferrer, Faculty o

Education, Unive.rsity of Moncton;)
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Dr. Hillel Goelman
Faculty of Education
University of British Columbia
Vancouver, B.C.

Current Research Interests

1. Victoria Day Care Project

A two year study of the caregiving arrangements of

preschoolers in Victoria.

Conducted in three different environments: licenced

day care centres; licenced family aay care; and

unlicenced family day dare homes.

An ecological perspective consisting of parent and

caregiver interviews, observations of home and day care

environments and measures of cognitive social and emotional

development of the children.

(This research is undertaken with Alan Pence, School of

Child Care, University of Victoria, Victoria, B.C.)
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Dr. Wilfred Innerd
Dean, Faculty of Education
University of Windsor
Windsor, Ontario

Current Rasearth_Interests

1. Investigation_of_long-term affects of preschool education

- purpose is to examine the effects of different, kinds

of presqhooI experience on subsequent school performante,

- plata base consists of records of kihdergarten entrants'

preschool.experiences obtained from the Windsor Board of
-1k

Education, kindergarten and later grade t sting/and

teacher rating data.



Dr: Ellen Jacobs
Associate Professor
Faculty of Education
Concordia University
Montreal, Quebec

Current Research Interests

1. Intrusive Behaviour in the Preschool Environment

2. Proximity and Personal Space Behavior in Preschool Children

both studies involve observations of three to five year

old children in natural settings, peer ratings and

projective techniques,

- privacy regulating mechanisms in full-versus half=day

preschool environments and) aIso a focus,-
/

- the relationships between friendship,

proximity are studied.

sex and

3. Social Networks, Social Development, and Peer Relations

of Preschool Children

- research aims to describe composition of social networks,

taking into account age and sex, family size and socio-

economic status and to explore the relationship t*ween

the composition and functioning of social networks and
/

children's peer relations.



Dr. Donna Lero
Professor
Department of Family Studies
University of Guelph
Guelph, Ontario

Current Research Interests

Factors Influencing Parents' Preferences for, and Use of

Alterna.tive Child Care pre-SZ'hoo

Children*

- this. study explored parents' attitudes and evaluative

criteria in child care use patterns as well AS socio-

demographic variabegi availability and accessibility of

care arrangements as factors in parents' preferences.,

la Family Variables

- continuing the study of family variables that influence

and are influenced by the different types and sequences of

experienceg children have during the preschool years..

- for example:

- determining which variables are most important for

predicting the number and nature of children's pre-

primary experiences;

assessing the effects on children's cognitive, emotional

and social development of different pre-primary experiences

(.indiyidually) and different seq4pnces of pre-primary

experiences;

- assessfng how children's participation in various pre-

primary educational and' child care dxperiences affect

50
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parents, and parent-_child relationskips;

- assessing what factors are needed to allow optimal

integration of special needs c'hildren into "regular"

preschool and day care programs.
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Dr. Margie Mayfield
Faculty of Education
University of Victoria
Victoria, B.C.

Curr_Pnt Research_Intprests

1. A Longitudinal Evaluation of the Native Infant Program

- a home-based intervention program for Native children

from birth through four years of age is evaluated using
A

interviews, questionnaires, anecdotal reports, analysis

of logbooks, follow-up referrals and a modified time

series with comparison group design. The evaluation

attempts to go beyond a solely Cognitive/achievement

orientation.

I - sw 111 zis-Of Employer Sponsored Day Care

sn Canada

- study aims to describe the current status of employer

sponsored day care and assess the need, fesibility and

desireability of such day care.

- methodology include on-site visits,,personnel interviews.

and program observations.

3; rros-Cultural Study onthe Impact of Parent Involvement

in Preschool Intervention Programs

- examines the impact of parent involvement in-intervention

programs on the family, on the child and on the parent.-

Data is being collected in Canada, U.S.A., Israel and Kenya.



y-of-the-Development of Reading and

Writing Perceptions, Attitudes, and Skills of Preschool

Kindergar

- study will trace the development of young children's

attitudes toward reading and writing and the relationship

of these to the children's reading and writing abilities

At the end of Grade One.

- current work is directed toward refining the instrumentation



Dr. Solveiga Miezitis
Department Of Applied Psych ogy
Ontario Institute for Stud-es in Educatioh
Toronto, Ontario

Current Research Interests

1. Effecting. Change in Classrooms: A Study of Teachers'

Perceptions-and-RraCticee

- focus on the effects of feedback about teaching and

children's interactions with student teachers on student

teachers' formation of expectations about children.

2. Parent and Teacher Mediated Approaches for Children

- the study combines parent and teacher-mediated

intervention approaches for children oflow self-concept;

- uses a Grade One and Grade Four population in the school

setting;

attempts to develop a new technique for school

psychologists.-
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Dr. Frederick MorriSon
-Faculty of Home Economic8
Department of Family.Studies
University of Alberta
'Edmonton, Alberta

Current Research Interests

1. Cognitive Development in and School-Age Children

= Information-processing approaches to cognitive growth;

the influence of 'domain-specific knowledge' on growth

of processing skills and strategies;

- reading acquisition, in particular the growth of word

decoding skill and its relation to comprehension;

- the cognitive bases of reading disability.

2. Antecedents of Learning alsordersin Children
_ -

early precursors of learning disabilities;

language and cognitive antecedents of later reading

disorders;

- cognitive, educational and neurological characteristics

of learning-disabled children.
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Dr. Raquel Presser
Section prescolaire-primaire, F.S.E.
Universite de Montreal
Montreal, Quebec

Current Research Interests

1. Idemt_i_f_i:mation:Aaf _the _Prof I 11 a

Of Early_Childhood Educators

study aims to identify and understand teachers'

professional development needs, recognizing the apparent

gap between the need to take a critical look at the pre-

service teacher-training program and the experiences

which the teachers Iive as in-service educatoA;

- qualitative approach - interviews with French speaking

early childhood teachers to define professional development.

and identify themes related to what was lacking in their

professional development to date.
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.

Dr. Ellen Regan
Associate Professor
Department of Curriculum
Ontario Institute for Studies in Education

''Z Toronto, Ontario

Current_Research_Interests_

1. Parent_Baliefs_about _Teaching Role

Research has explored parent perceptions and descriptions

of their "teaching" role and their expectations of

schools (preschool and primary).

Research procedures involve. individual interviews, group

sessions, feedback to groups and individuals. This

approach allowed for revision, modification and elaboration

of initial responses and more explicit descriptions related

to teaching in the hdme.

2. Effecting 0 11 A Study of Teachers'

Perce0ions and Practices

This is a study of teacher beliefs and perceptions

focusing on (a) that is important to them as teachers,

(b) what influences their teaching, and (c) children's

characteristics and classroom behaviour

Methodology include an observation/interview/feedback

cycle which provided for an intensive case study of the

classrooms involved.
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Dr. Merle Richards
Associate Professor
Brock University
St. Catherines, Ontario"

Current Research Interests

1; Project Thrive, (1980-1983)

- A study of the effects of teachers' classroom style on

their perception of behavioural 'or* learning problems

in children; and on their use of problem-solving strategies

in teaching.

2; Investigation into changes in time-on-task and in

children's communication patterns resulting from the

introduction of learning centres in grade one classes.

The study involves comparisons of classes whose teachers

have received training in the use of learning centres

and those who have not as well as pre-and-post-instruction

patterns in the classrooms of teachers in the instruction
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Professor Ada Schermann
Chairman
Institute of Child Study
Universibi of Toronto
Toronto, Ontario

Current Research Interests

Major concern: developing continuities between nuysery-

primary and junior level programs, and extending continuity

in programming from the present 3 year-old nursery school

to establishment of toddler and infant programs in the

Institute of Child Study laboratory school.
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Dr. Otto Weininger
Department of Applied Psychology
Ontario Institute for Studies in Education
il'oronto, Ontario

Current Research Interests

A. Studies in the Area of Play of Young Children

1. An investigation into the definition of the word

"play" by kindergarten and grade 1 children, and

the corresponding definition provided by their

parents.

An investigation into certain differences between

the play of normal, neurotic and psychotic children.

3. The relationShip between play and immunology. We

are investigating the relation (if one exists) between

the kinds of the play, its intensity and duration and

the immune system of the child.

4. Play as a tool in the classroom. Children were

involved in play programs, their teachers were

--provided with resources and consultants who work

in the play method, and observations and evaluations

were conducted by the authors.

5. Power relationshipS in kindergarten children. This

study involves observations of young children and

their use of physical force, verbalizations, play,

and interactions.
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6. The play of children who express distress upon

being separated from their parent at the day care

centre in contrast to those wh leave their parent

with no apparent difficulty.
I

7. Pretend play and its effects upon developmentally

handicapped young children (4 years). A seriestif

studies'of the effect that pretend play has upon the

emotional cognitive langdage and play skills of the

young child.

B. A Review of the literature on children's day centres. A

paper is being prepared based upon the research literature

and 0. Weininger's work; on the effects of day care

centres on young children.

_vrN

(41
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Dr. Donna White
Department of Psychology
Concordia University
Montreal, Quebec

Current Research Interests

1. Social Development in Young Children

This is a study of how young children develop ideas

about the nature of sex roles, ethnic identity, and

body image stereotypes. Goals are to develop and-validate

measures of the salience of these variables and to study

the cognitive and environmental factors that influencelthe- 0
development of social cue salience.

The study also explores the consequences' of social

dimensions salience in terms of phenomena such as social

behaviour, self-concept, and academic performance.

2. A Cognitive-Behavioural Treatment/Evaluation Study of

Of Obeity in Children and Adolescents.

3. Study of social Skills of Obese and Non-Obese Adolescents;



APPENDIX B

tEP Sampling Plan

Sampling Plan

1. IntroduCtion

Several units of analysis will be used in the study. For the

National Survey (Part I), the units of analysis will be areas And

settings. For Part II, the Quality of Life Study, both settings and

children will serve as units of analysis. In Part III, Follow - Up

Studies, children will constitUte the unit of analysis.

Socialization theory and reseearch suggest that structural aspects

of socialization settings and the developmental status of children

are'related to socioeconomic background factors; At present

knowledge of the distribution of different kinds of settings in

different socioeconomic contexts is limited; In order to examine

the influences of these factors, the widest possible range of

setting structures must be included in the study; Thus it is

essential to include:

- all_the different kinds_of settings in which 4 year old

children are socialized (e.g.'full day and half-daY Settinas,

semi-fermal child care arrangements, family-only setting,

etc.,.)

- the various socio-economic environments within a'countrY, is e

each, kind of setting_in Iodations having different

socio- economic backgrounds

Therefore two major dimensions constitute the basis for the overall

sampling procedures:

Dimension 1 - kid. of setting (e.g. full or half day)

Dimension 2 - socioeconomicbackgrounds of settings (SEB)

If we assume that a minimum of 120 sett:ngs per country will

constitute a sample size Sufficient for national (i.e.

within=country) data anal7S08, and further, that in a given country

as many as 5 kinds of settings may be found, and furthermore 3

levels of socioeconomic development (SED) can be distinguished,,ai,

stratified sample can be formed as shown below.
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IEA Preprimary 08 28 1

ii)International Core and Options
7

Part of the Study Core 'Optional

Part

National Survey*
Bact,:ground Variables X
Site background (official statistics, X
expert judgesi teacher interviews", etC;)
Family background (paren1 interviews)

Part II

Quality of Life
-1-

Set-ting Structure: Variables X
Parent Interviews X
Teacher Interviews X

Process Variables

Observation of Half Extra-Home Children, X
Observation of All Extra-Home Children

Observation of Home-Only Children
Observation of Extra-Home Children at Home 8

X(A)

X(B)
X(C)

Developmental Status - Age 4 years X
-

Part III Follow Up Studies

Test of DevelopMental Status:
Age 5 years
Age 6 years
Age 7 years*'* X( D)

* Note that in countries_ where sufficient national statistics are
aaready available the National Survey part of the study will be
relatively small and simple.
** Note that in some countries the age at the end of the first year of

primry school is 6 and other seven years. The plan of the study is to
follow the children until the end of that year regardless Of age;



lEA Sampling Plan 2

KINDS OF SETTINGS TOTAL

SED DEWED B C D E

UPPER 6 6 6 6 6 30

MIDDLE _ 12 . 12 12 12 12 60

LOWER 6 6 6 6 6 30

TOTALS 24 24 24 24 24 120

'Schematic representa.tion cf the samples of kinds of setting
for each country.
Note: The sample fo Middle SED level is double the Upper_and Lover
levels (a) because greater ''-teterogeneity is expected in_thiS
categoryi and (b) in order to minimize possible distortion of the
national picture by the extreme levels.

The formation of -the sample depicted in the table_depends on the
availability -of information_Concerning_the population of settings
that exist with_respect both to their kinds and their socioeconomi
background (SEB) factors, In most countries such basic ilformation

- appears rot to be_currently available. One purpose of the National
Survee ls to provide t".,is information.

The National Survey will produce a picture of the kinds of settings
that'exist and the SEB factors associa ted with their distribution.
The data thus obtained will also serve as a basis for the sampling,
procedures of Part II - The Quality of Life (Q0L) part of the
study.

2. Outline of Sampling Procedures

A multi-stage procedure for sample formation is proposed as
follows:

Step 1: The Selection of ReJ..ons

(A region is a_relatively_large geographic unit within which
areas can be_identified; in some countries this maybe a county
or municipality, for example. More precise definition of
'region' will have to await NRC discussion.)

-

Step 2: The Selection of Regional Uhits. called Areas

Within regions, lbcal sub -units called_areras will be identified!
along a dimen6ion_describing socioeconomic development (SED).
All countries_will apply_a comparable index 'of SED. Each country/
Will develop its own within-country ranking of regions and areas;
on an index of SED.
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Each area must be ranked within its region on an index of SED:
Within each area, the occurence and distribution of kinds of
settings will be ascertained.

For each areab findings will be summarized and combined to form
a national picture of the occurence and Cistriipution of kinds of

settings in each SED level.

The data in this natinal Summary will be used for the sampling
procedures for Part II of the study - the Quality. of Life (QOL)

study.

Step 3. Sample of Settings -

For Part II - QOL, for each kind of setting, a sample of 24 will

be drawn representing _6 each from the Upper and Lower SED
levelsc and 12 from the Middle level for all areas.'

Step 4 - The Selectyn f Child Samples
/

Prom each oofithe 120 settings, 4 children ,( 2 girls, 2 boys all

age four years) will be randomly seleciedi For the FamilyOnly
setting see section ?? below.

3. Procedures for Selection of Regions and Areas Within Regions

3.1 Different Points of entry into Step I may be required
depending upon geographical, demographic and political boundry
characteristics of a given country. Some countries have
homogeneous regions, others typically have heterogeneous
regions; Thus alternative points of entry are suggested aS

follows:

Step

8t-ep lb

In some countries it may be best to select
heterogeneous regions within which all SED
levels occur;

OR

In some countries it may be best to select
regions, each of which is homogeneous in
-SED

OR

Step lc In some countries it may be necessary to
use a probability sample (See T. Bond)

In either Step la or Ib, the selectin of 4 regions is

advised.

3.2.In the caSO of Step la, sub-units called areas have to be

defined and ranked according to the three proposed SED levelsi

This procedure should yield 2 areas at the upper level, two at
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the lower level and 4 at the middle level. Since there are to be
4 regions, this procedure; will yield a total of 32 areas

Note : that the SEDclevel of an area is intended to give a rough
approximation of the socioeconomic background (SEB) of the
settings within it. a more specific index of the SEB of
settings will be available following the collection of QOL data.

3.4 In the case of- step lb; the selection of homogeneous
regions, the procedures should be as follows:

Step lb - On the basis of either official statistics
or expert judgment, 4 relatively homogeneous
rejions will be. identified'so as to yield 1
ur.per and 1 lower region and 2 middle regions
among the SED dimension.

Given that even within relatively homogeneous
regions, some variation is to be expected,
every effort should be made to minimize
potential sampling errors. Thus the following
next step is proposed:

Step 2b Nrda
Within the upper SED region,
are to be selected;

will

areas

the highest areas

Within the 2 middle SED regions 16 "typical" areas

be selected.

Within the lower SED region, of the lowest SED

will be selected.

This procedure should yield atotal of 32 areas.

Thus both peintS of (Steps la or lb) yield a total of 32 areas
ranked by SED.;

4. Special Issues

4.1 Samplilog Family-Only Children

One of the kinds of settings to be studied is referred to here.

as Family-Only sbttitig; i.0; study of the children who_are not
participants_in any extra-home setting, but forwhom the main
setting of theik socialization is their own families at hbteie.

The general plan for the sampling of the extra - home settings -is

to select 4 children for the sampling of the extra-home setting
is to seleCt 4_ children per setting. However, this number will
riot work fbk the Family-Only setting, in that typically only one
4 year old will be found in a home. For the Extra-Home settings

67



TEA Sampling Plan
-

.4 children children x 24 settings will yield 96 children per
settiag kind. In order to obtain a comparable number of children
it is proposed that the sample'size for Family-Only settings be
a total of 96 children also.

-Each of the Extra - Home settings identified by the above
procedures can be said to occur in a particular environment,
here called a site . Thus the 96 Extra-Home settings'represent
96 sites: 24 sites within the Upper and Lower SED levels, and 48
siteswithin the iddleSED level. Using the locale
orenvironment of the Extra-Home setting as a site, lit will be
possible to obtain a Family-Only sample as follows:

24 - Family Only children from 6 selected
Upper SEB sites ( 4 children/site)

48 - Family-Only children from 12 relatively
Middle SEB sites ( 4 children/site)

24 - Family7Only children from 6 selected
bottom SEB sites

96 -Total Family-Only children

4.2 Extra-Home :settings with fewer than 4 four-year olds.
There may be some settings in a given area which have less than the
required number of four year-olds participating. This is especially
likely to be true of a Child-Minding of Family Day Care setting: In
this case a procedure similar to the sampling of the Family-Only
children is proposed.
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APPENDIX D SSHREC PROPOSAL

Request for Seed Money Grant for Development of a Proposal for a
National Coordinating Centre for Research on Home and Ektra Home
Influences on Pre-Primary and Primary Children.

Ellen Regan; Department of 'Curriculum, 0.I.S.E.

Andrew Biemiller; Institute of Child Studi; Faculty of Education,
University of Toronto; and Department of Applied Psychology; 0.I.S.E.

Co-Principal Investigators

The International Associatior for the Eval ation of Educational

Achievement (I.E.A:) proposes to mount an inter ational study of

"developmentally relevant characteristics of the socialization

environments of four year oD:1 :hilOnin in participating countries

and to establish their relattormhips to related developmental out
.

comes" (p. 6, I;E.A. Proposal); What is sought in this submission

is "seed money" to develop a proposal for a national centre to

coordinate Canadian work in this area.

Need for Research on Early Childhood Education

Both internationally and in Canada there is considerable debate

regarding appropriate socialization environments.for pre-primary

children. The proposal for the international study observes,

"No doubt 411 spheres and levels of education are subject to
ideological dissension. But impressions based on experience
suggest that pre-primary education is especially blessed with
divergent and oft-en deep ideological controversies that will
not be fully enrumerated here. (See for example, Katz, 1977).
There are various potential explanations for such animated
conflicts.

One4xplanation of interest here is the absence of robust
theories or theory which would assist researchers in the
field to identify with confidence what characteristics of
early experience are related to children's long term develop-
ment. The absence of such theory creates a vacuum which is
quickly filled with doctrinaire professions of faith in-
various program elements; e.g.; play; or "readiness" 'exercises;
etc;

10
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These controversies_ should not be lightly dismissed simply as
matters of philosophical taste. They permeate, more or less
explicitly, discussions_of policy and_ educational strategy
within homes,_ universities, laboratories and classrOoms, as
well ap in policy-making chambers at_all 1piels_of government.
Such ideological differences referred to here also play wrole
in the selection of research designs, the selection of var-
iables and of measuring4nstruments.

To some extent, these controversies are fueled by deep dif-
ferencesin values and attitudes towards the place of women,
the functions of the family, the importance of schooling, the
pressure for industrialization, and so forth. In a very real
sense, these ideologicaldisagreementsare"close to home" and
constitute a central feature of the sub-culture of p:-e- primary
education." (I.E.A.:Pre-primary Prbposa-, Katz, Crandy, & Tietze,
1982,p; 17-18)

These concerts were echoed in Biemiller's (1982) recent state-

of-the-artliew of early childhood research in.Canada.
a

At this tim Canadian four year olds participate in a variety

of aocializatiOn settings including full, time home care and various

combinations/of home care with family day care, group day care.

minding centre and nursery school.

Many/questions are being'raised concerning the effects of

different types and combinations,of,care and education for young

childr . The significance of these questions is highlighted-by

evidence that in Canada the number of children at'the age of four

and under is likely to increase by 25% in the next 5 years and

nearly 40% in the next decade (Brown, 1983). Current' thinking

. regarding fruitful approaches to explaining the nature and outcomes

of the child's socialization experiences are outlined in the I.E.A.

Pre-prilAry Proposal (attached) and reflected as well in the .current

and proposed work of Canadian researchers. Specifically Canadian

needs are reviewed in the attached chapteV from S.S.H.R.C.C.'

recent State -of- the - Art Review on Canadian Educational Research
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(attached). Major needs summarized in that report are listed below:

"I.,4LEvaIuation.Techniqs; Virtually all the professionals
interviewed stressed the need for developing and validating

new methods of assessing on-going and long-term aspeRts of
children's functioning in early childhood education(erogrammes.
This concern is also reflected in recent literature reviews
(Goldhaber; 1979; Takanishi; 1979; House and Hutchins; 1979;
Zimiles; 1977; Pe Vries and Kohlberg; 1977; andlironfendrenner;
1979); In particular; both the professionals interviewed and
_Ye reviews stressed the importance of deveIoping_measures
relating to non-academic aspects of functioning--sociaI skills
and problem-solving; various aspects of self-concept; emotional
development The teacher as a source_of information was
stressed by some sources (e.g; Hoge; in press; Fair et al;
1978; Biemiller; 1982; Biemiller and Richards; in progress);

2. Programme Evaluatrkon. The field of early childhood
education suffers from a well- established conventional wisdom
--ore int-,-r-ier &ascribed it as a "missionary approach".
Many teachcri-.1 9r:A. professionals in the field will state that
tliev "know" what is best for children and need no further
information about this. At the same time, most of the pro-
fessionars I interviewed expressed a strong need to test con-
ventional assumptions and study carefully the effects of
different approaches to child care and education on a wide
range of variables. Accomplishing this will require improved
evaluation techniques as outlined above.

3. RelationshiRs Between Families, Child Card Programmes, and
School Programmes. This topic was raised by a number of dif-
ferent interviewees and reviews (see point #1 above) in several

'different contexts. Some expressed concern about the effects
of attitudes towards "day care" children and programmes held
by public and separate school teachers and the relationship or
"seam" between different types of-programmes whichchildren
participate in simultaneously (e.g. day care and public school)
or successively (e.g. kindergarten followed by grade one).
Others suggested the importance of examining relationships
between school or day care programmes and families, including
the effects of day care on the family, and ways of relating
school programmes to our multi-cultural society. Still others
noted growing evidence that successful intervention programMes
of any type may depend on family changes as well as child
changes." (Bieminer,.A., Early Childhood Education, in
J. Andrews and T. Rogers (Eds.) Canadian Research in Education:
A State of the Art Review. Ottawa,' S:S.H.R.C.C., 1982-.)



Direction and Main Objective of Proposal

Current and proposed research across Canada, and within an

International context, addresses questions relating to child

socialization with special attention to the interaction between

the home and other socialization settings experienced oy children

(e.g. day care, kindergarten, etc.). The proposal for an inter-

national pre-primary study has served as the impetus for developing

a. consortium of Canadian early childhood researchers presently en-

gaged in research related to effects of group care and education

settings and family settings on children's development. The con -

sortium anticipates meeting in Septem er 1 to compare present work

and examine the interraltiolT1 proposal as a framework for the cross

Canada study. Specitical:y, the group will consider-current and

proposed environmental; parental and child measures, research

design; and the numter and nature of sites required to adequately

encompass the socialization experiences of Canadian four year olds.

Funding for each site will be the responsibility of the individual

researchers. The opportunities for obtaining such funding from

provincial and private sources would undoubtedly be-enhanced by

S.S.H.R.C.C.'s support for a nationaltentre. Seed money is being

sought for the development of a proposal to establish a national

centre. This centre would be involved in coordination and commun-

ication between specific sites, possibly provide for central data

analysis, allow for annual meetings for reprgsenLutives from each

site and provide for travel to scheduled international meetings of

the Pre-primary Project (see I.E.A. Proposal, pp. 108-117).

1.. See_attached proposal for Conference on Canadian Research in
Early Childhood.
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PropasedSebdule-of-Delielopment-Proj-ect

111
September-,-1983-. Conference on Early Childhood to be held at

Ontario Institutefor St-...dies in Education and Institute of Child
Study, University of Toronto. This conference will bring together
approximately twenty currently active researchers in early childhood
education and family socialization from British Columbia to Halifax
to examine the relevance of the I.E.A. ptoposal to their current
and immediately planned research activities, and to identify poten-
tial sites across Canada, to be involved in the I.E.A. project.

N.B. Funding for this conference is being sought separately
from the seed funds requested in the present proposal. The conference
prdposal is attached. However; the conference is seen as the starting
POint for the development a£,w4Canadian National Centre for the Pre-
_primary Project. Availabilit of funds for the confrence should be
announced in June; 1983.

October-December, 1983: Preparation of proceedings of the
conference on Early Childhood and correspondance between partici-
pants and other potentially interested parties. (The Pre-primary
Project will he described to till Early Childhood Interest ,Group-of
the Canadian Association for the Study of Education in Vancouver in
June, 1983.) Preliminary work cn separate proposals for individual
site studies will be undertaken by some conference participants.
Correspondence with International Association for Evaluation of
Educational Achievement (I.E.A.).

January to March, 1984 (assuming funding for development_of
proposal). Continued correspondence with site groups. Woe: With
research officer to develop detailed proposal for national centre
in conjunction with I.E.A.

April, 1984. Three meetin0 with participants will be held in
Montreal, TorOnto, and VanCOUVerl. Relatively detailed site pro-
posals should be available for incorporation into plan for National
Centre.

May; 1984. Completion of detailed proposal for submission
to S.S.H.R.C.C.\ Family and Socialiiation Strategic Area by May 31,

-1984.

The western meeting may be held in Edmonton depending on the
constitution of groups and:convenience.



1. Staff:

Budget for Proposal Development

(I.C.S.) Research Officer 15 days @ $75.00/day $1,125.00
(0.I.S.E.) Secretary 15 daysA $58.00/day 870.00

Staff Total $1,995.00

2. -Travel: (N.B. These costs assume participation by those attending
Toronto conference in September._ Actual groupings and
costs may be slightly different.)

Montreal Meeting,

Halifax-Montreal
a

Moncton-Montreag
a

Ottawa-Montreal
Toronto-Montreal

b

Living expenses 4x2x5

Toronto Meeting

Windsor-Toronts
b

Guelph-Toronto

Living expenses 2x2x55
c

$191;40
179;30
42.90
94.60-

$508.20
440.00

$948.20

$ 77.00
25.00

$102.00
220.00

$322.00

Vancouver Meeting

Toronto-Vancouver
a

$ 530.20
Winnipeg - Vancouver- 333.30
Edmonton-Vancouver-

a
193;60

Victoria-Vancouver 85.00

-;
Living expenses 2x4x55

c
$1,142.10

440.00.

948.20

322.00

$1,582.10 1,582.10

Travel Total $2,852.30

a. Air Canada charter fate inflated by 10%.
b. Via Rail return ciub,-inflated by 10%.
c. Living expenses inflated by l07 from $50 rate now allowed.
d. By car
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3. Other Expenses:

Long distance telephone $100.00
Stamps 50.00

$150.00 150.00

Total Cost - $4,997.30:
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Andrew J. Biemiller

Current Address: Institute of Child Study;
Faculty of Education;
University of Toronto;
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Toronto; Ontario.
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M.Sc. Cornell University (Child Development);
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Ph.D. Cornell University (Child Development and
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3 Position' of Toronto; cross-appointed to Department of

Applied Psychology, Ontario Institute of Education.
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Publications'
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Kindargarten-to Grade Four. Toronto, Ontario:
Ministry of Education, Ontario, 1983.

Biemiller, A. Research on Early Childhood__
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, 1982,.Z, 73-79;

Bailey; L.; Biemiller, A., Elder,_J. and Regan, E.
Toronto,

Ontario: Ontario Educational Communications
Authority; 1982.

Biemiller; A. Early Childhood Education; in
J.H.M. Andrews and T. Rogers (eds.) Canadian
Research in Education: A State of the'Art
Review; Ottawa; Ontario: S.S.H.R.C.C., 1982;

rdemiller; A. Biemiller Test of Reading Processes.
Toronto; Ontario; Guidance Centre, 1981.

8iemiller; A. Changes in: the Use_of GraphiC and
Contextual rnformation as Functions of Passage
Difficulty and Reading Achievement Level.
Journal of Reading Behavior; 1979;;11; 307-318..-
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Biemiller; A;; Avis; C; and Lindsey; A; Application
of Watts' Human Interaction SCale to the Study
of Competence--Supporting Aspects of Day Care
Environments; Canadian Journal of Behavioural
Science; 1979; 11; 356-360;

Biemiller; A; Kindergarten Programmes: Effects
of A.RegIar HalfDay; Alternate Full Dayi and
Daily 2ull Day Programmes: Toronto; Ontario:
Ministry of Education; 1978;

Biemiller; A; Relationships Between Oral Reading
Rates for Letters; Words; and.Text and the
Development of Reading Achievement; Reading
Research Quarterly; 1978; 13; 223-253;

Biemiller; A. (ed.) Problems in the Teaching
of Young Children. Toronto; Ontario:
PrasS.

Biemiller; A. The Develbpment of -the Use of
- Graphic and Contextual Information as Children
Learn tc Read. Reading Research Quarterly-,
1970, 6, 75-96.

Relationship
to Proposed Co-principal Investigator with Dr. Regan.
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Ellen M. Regan

Current Address: Department of Curriculum,
Ontario Institute for Studies
in Education,
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Major
Publications

Regan; E.M. and Weiss; J. Pre,_ess-Oriented
and Product-Oriented Curriculum. International
Encyclopedia of Education-: Res rehansiSti.idieS.
LondOn; U.K.: Pergamon Press Ltd. (in press).
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to Project

Regan, E.M
Proposal
Canadian'
1982, 2,

-2-

To Herald a Child -- A Reasonable
for Early Education in the 1980's?
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Regan, E.M. and Leithwood, K.A. Stimulating
Cognitive Growth: Program for Primary Grade
Children. Toronto, Ontario: Press,
1978.

Regani_E.M. Early Education: _Some Issues and
Implications for Decision Makers. Curriculum
Theory Network, 1976, 8 pages.

Regan, E.M. and Leithwood, K.A. Effecting .

----:-'Curriculum Change: Experiences with the
Conceptual Skills Project. Toronto,00ntario:
O.I.S.E. Press, Research in Education Series
#4, 1974.
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Co-principal Investigator with Dr.Bie


