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INTRODUCTION

This manual has been p-epared for use by Peace Corps Trainees
and Peace Corps Volunteers as a rc,source in gaining understanding and
knowledge of basic irrigation principles and practices. It is intended as a
practical handbook which can be understood by the generalist; Subject
areas have been limited to those observed as being of most frequent con-
cern to Volunteers in their project activities in irrigation in agricultural
programs abroad.

Many of the irrigation problems, 3xercises ; and equipment des-
criptions have been developed from on-the-job experiences o1 Volunteers.
Others have been included as a result of field observation's made by
Development and Resources Corporation's staff;

This manual is designed to convey insights into basic irrigation
practi -es and techniques; Primary emphasis is given to providing expla-
nation and illustration of irrigation practices as they are affected by soil-
plant-water relationships; Care has been taken to make the content
realistic and meaningful and presented with as non - technical a vocabulary
as is possible.

The manual, to be most useful, should be used during training as
a teaching guide and instructional tool. the manual provides useful
enarts, drawings; structural diagrams and other meaningful information,
it is recognized that some of the material presented would be meaningless;
or at least inadequately understood, by the average general.;ct or by the
individual with no previous irrigation experience; Wi it the manual is
utilized a..3 an integral part of a training program in which trainee, are
being prepared for work in irrigated agriculture , and the material con-
tained herein is presented and explained to trainees by qualified irrigation
specialists, the manual can and will continue to be a valuable referen-ce
source for the Volunteer in the field.

Each of the principle units of the manual is complett.. and sub
stantially self-contained. Topic coverage is sequential but does not
preclude each unit being used as a review or as new material With the
aid of this manual, during and after training. a Peace Corps Volunteer
should be able to apply the principles and procedu-res of acceptable irri-
gation practices on the farm for increased crop production to almost any
irrigation problem he might encounter during his service abroad.



This manual has been prepared and is designed to provide close
correlation between'theoretical presentation of irrigation principles and
the practical application of such principles; Trainers using thiS manual
must necessarily keep in mind that practical application by the trainee of
the principles presented is a prerequisite to Peace Corp ti trainee under-
standing of irrigated agriculture. To accomplish this task in a training
program, the training site will need to provide adequate land (at least
five acres for a program having 40 trainees), sufficient water-to provide
appropriate amounts for the crops grown, and sufficient and appropiiate
tools to accomplish the degree of sophistication required in a particular
program; As is illustrated in the manual, however, it is extremely
important in the instruction of irrigation principles and practices to Peace
Corps trainees to continually emphasize that in the developing countries- -
indeed, even in the United States--large amounts Of expensive irrigation
equipment are not the only answer to doing a better job in increasing
agricultural production; Good water control and management most often
are of far more benefit;

Control devices, irrigation equipment Of ,rarious kinds; etc.;
are only the tools of water management; What each Peace Corps trainee,
who is to be involved in irrigated agriculture must come to rez,lize is
that the right amount of water applied at the right time will proJuce the

best results. This manual has been designed to help him gain that under-
standing.

Development and Resources Corporation sincerely hopes that
Peace Corps Volunteers will find this manual a useful wo'king tool and
helpful in their project activities;

A



UNIT A IRRIGATION PRINCIPLES

. IRRIGATION = A DEFINITION

The production of crops , among other things, is dependent upon
such climatic factors as temperature range, length of the growing season
and the amount, frequency and distribution of rainfa.11,-- Man in his endeavor
to control ti:c variable aspect of,these factors 6.:scovered that the moisture
ne.. 13 growing plants be supplied by the application of wicter. This
lcnc_wledge enabled man to beco independent of the vagaries of n. ral
rainfall frequency and enz..,b1 .m to grow crops in arid and semi-arid
regionF wheire soil conditiuris and other climatic factors are favorable tc,
the growth of a particular type of crop. The application of water to soil
for the growth of plants is known as irrigation;

Irrigation has been practiced by man since early recorded history.
Egypt claims to have the oldest darn; a structure 40 feet high and 355 feet.
long erected over 5,000 years ago. An Assyrian Queen, before 2000 B.C.;
dixected her government to remove water from the Nile River for the growth
of crops . This canal is still in use today;

There are records of irrigation having been practiced in China
over 4,000 years ago. King Yu of the Hsia Dynasty was elected king
because of his outstanding work in water control. The Tu -Kiang Dam
Wa-, built by Mr; Li during the Chin Dynasty in 200 B.C. and-continues
to irrigate 500,000 acres of rice. The Grand Canal used for nac'igation
and irrigation is some 700 miles long and was built between 589 and 618
A. D.

In Asia Minor , a great civilization existed in the valleys of the
Euphrates and Tigris Rivers. The remains of a large canal 400 feet
wide; 30-30 feet deep and 250 miles long still exists. This canal is be-
lieved to have carried ten times the volume of water of the River Thames.
Many theories have been advanced to explain the decline of this civilization.
Among the suggested possibilities are the lack of sufficient water, poor
soil management methods; invasions; and the use of slave labor to run
the farms.

There is also a record of irrigation at an early date in Ceylon
and India.

The Spaniards reported the presence of water storage and con-
veyance structures in Mexico and Peru. Cortez reported irrigated areas
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in Mexico. 'The early missionaries brought their knowledge of irrigation
from the Mediterranean countries to Mexico and the Southwestern United
States.

The first recorded large scale irrigation system in the United
States was establiShed by the Mormons as a cooperative project in the
Salt Lake Valley in 1847.



2; IRRIGATION METHODS

Water is applied to soil in a variety of irrigation methods each
of which has some advantages and disadvantages.

Flooding

Field flooding or wild flooding is the simplest method. It involves
merely releasing water from head ditches. This method is ger:-.i! c:r.
ployed when the field is quite irregular and a large stream of water is
available., It is best suited to the production of forages and small grains;
Best results are obtained if some land leveling is performed before the
initial irrigation.

Border Method_

The border strip method is a modified field flooding system in
Which small levees or dikes, called borders, run down the slope of the
_held in the direction of water movement. This partitions or divides the
held at right angles to the flow of water. Generally, a cross slope of 0.2
foot per 100 feet is disregarded. At this point it might be well to an
irrigation slope. This is usually understood to be the amount of fall r.1-
unit length of strip; Thus , a strip that has a drop or difference j1 ,1-va -
tion of 1 foot per 100 feet of strip is said to 1. -ve a one percent slop

In designing a border strip system a number of factors must be
considered such as the crop to be grown; the type of soil, and the slope
of the land. A narrow strip width will cilt down erosion as less water
Will need to be released and there is less tendency for the water to chan-
neliie. The length of the strip is determined by the type of soil, the
percentage of slope, and the amount of water available in the head ditch;
Ordinarily, the length of a strip on a medium textured soil is about 1,000
feet. Sandy soils should be irrigated in stripy 200 to 309 feet long. Clay
.soils with a low intake rate should be irrigated very slowly in strips of
2,000 feet and more. The entire length of the strip under the same soil
conditions should carry approximately the same percentage slope;

The width of the strip depends upon the steepness of the irrigation
slope; the amount of cross slope, and the size of the irrigation stream;
Because large streams of water tend to channelize more rapidly on steep
slopeS and thus accelerate erosion, it is advisable to keep the strip width
narrow; For slopes ranging from 0.4 to 0.5 percent, strip widths from
20 to 30 feet are recommended; For greater slopes , a maximum w,
of 15 to 20 feet is best. On slopes of 0.15 to 0.3 percent; widths up to

BEST COPY IMIABIF,
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100 feet or more can be used. The cross slope should not be greater than
0.2 to 0.3 foot since strip widths will be determined by this factor; For
example, a cross Slope of 0.3 would determine the strip width of a field
With a one percent cross slope to be 30 feet. The amount of water avail-
able for irrigation may also determine the width of the strip to be irrigated;
For example; if 250 gallons of water per minute are available to a strip
that requires 10 gallons per rninnte per foot of width, the width of the strip
to be irrigated will be 25 feet.

The border strip method is most often used in the production of
forages and small graing.

Furrow Irrigation

The furrow system differs from the flood and border strip methods
in that water doeS not flow over all of the surface soil. When furrows are
used; only one-fifth to one-half of the surface is wet; The fill-tow method
can be used on slopes too steep for the flood or border strip methods;
This method is used for the production of row crops such as sugar beets
and corn. A variation of the furrow method is the shallow furrow or cor-
rugation method. Corrugations are employed in the production of grain
and forage crops. Corrugations demand a fairly level cross Slope.

FurroW lengths vary from 100 to 1;500 feet. Slopes of 5 to 10
feet per 1,000 feet of fUrrows are advisable; Excessively Steep furrows
result in soil erosion and excessively deep percolation at the upper end of

very long furroWS. The distance between furrows is regulated by the type
of crop grown and the lateral movement of water between furroWS. The
depth of the furrow also depends upOn the root zone of the crop. For exam-
ple; furrows 8 to 12 inches deep can be employed in orchards while a depth
of 3 to 5 inches is sufficient for sugar beets and similar cropS.

Basin Irrigation

Basin irrigation is ffie traditional method used in many undet-
developed regions of A.Sia and the Far East; This Method has led to many
serious problems; It consists of running a relatively large quantity of
water-info an almost level area surrounded by levees and allowed to pene-
trate into the soil. Land Suited to this type of irrigation is rather level
and has a definite drainage pattern. It is useful when soils such as clay
with a low intake rate cannot take in sufficient water during the time a
flow runs over it. In some regions where stream flows are erratic and
large amounts of water need to be utilized in a short period of time , the
basin system is ideal.
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In the Far East, entire mountainsides a'e occasionally terraced
and converted into rice paddies; Spillways permit the water to flow from
one terrace down to another.

This method of irrigation has led to many serious problems.
There is a tendency to over irrigate, land is eroded quite seriously; and
salinity uften times becomes a problem. Where double cropping is prac=
ticed, the second crop is often irrigated in the same manner as a rice
paddy with a resulting decrease in yield because of too much water. Water
may be in short supply during the second or short growing season. CareleSS
irrigation practices may bring -Ibout a shortage of water towards the end of
the growing season; resulting in smaller yields, than if more efficient
methods; such as furrow irrigation, had been used;

Soil salinity often becomes apparent after several years of basin
irrigation when drainage facilities are not adequate and the water table has
risen; A change in traditional irrigation practices may help to alleviate
these problems.

Sp- rinkler Irrigation

The application of Water to the soil in the form of spray; somewhat
similar to rain; is known as sprinkler irrigation or Sprinkling. This method
of water application-was first used about 1900 in humid regions as a Supple=
ment to rainfall. With the advent of lightweight aluminum pipe, widespread
availability of cheap fuels and electricity) and more efficient pumps; the
number of sprinkler irrigation systems has greatly increased. There are
a number of advantages and disadvantages of sprinkler irrigation that
should be considered. The conditions that favor sprinkler irrigation are:

1. Less total water is required than with other methods due to
higher irrigation efficiency.

2; Can be installed on undulating land that is too costly to level.

3. An even distribution of water is obtained.

4. Can irrigate soils too porous for good diStribution by surface
methods.

5. Effective on shallow soils with a topography which prevents
proplr leveling for surface irrigation;

6. Labor costs are generally lower.

-7-
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7. Can irrigate steeper soils with less erosion hazard;

8. Watr measurement is easier with sprinklers than with
Surface methods.

9. Small quantities of water can be applied frequently with
greater ei.ge than other methods.

There are also a number of disadvantages that should be con-
sidered; They are:

. A rather high cost of initial installation.

2. Some water is lost due to evaporation and wind;

The removal of spray materials from foliage;

4; The cost of power to provide pressure must be added to the
irrigation cost.

5; Water falling on the soil surface may cause crusting, thus,
decreasing infiltration rates.

6. Moistening the foliage may increase the incidence of diSease.

Sprinkler systems are also utilized for frost protection and ferti-
lizer application; Sprinkler systems have been used for many year to

protect berries, vegetables; citrus ,and almonds from frost damage. In
the case of trees in cold climates, care should be exercised so as not to
break limbs with ice accumulations. Soluble types of fertilizerg can be
injected into the system and be applied quite uniformly over the land

surface;

Three general types of sprinklers are used, namely fixed nozzleS,
perforated pipe, and rotating sprinklers; The fixed nozzle is attached
rigidly to the pipe and parallel pipes are installed about 50 feet apart on
posts. Perforated sprinkler systems are generally used in orchards or
nurseries; They do not cover a very wide strip. The rotating sprinklers
are the most popular because they supply water at a slower rate using
relatively large nozzle opening; The large opening is an advantage where
waters containing silt and debris are utilized because less stoppage of
sprinklers occurs: For rotating sprinklers, pressures normally range
from 30 psi (pounds per square inch) for the smaller sprinklers to over
100 psi for larger units.
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A sprinkler system consists of the sprinkler ; riser pipe, lateral
distribution pipe, and main line pipe in addition to the pumping plant; The
sprinkler systems are generally classified as portable or semi-permanent.
The semi-permanent system has the main line buried and the laterals and
sprinklers remain fixed during the irrigation season. With the portable
system, the laterals and sprinklers are moved after each individual irri-
gation.

The success of a sprinkler irrigation system depends on the correct
design and efficient operation. The basic information used in designing a
system comes from the soil characteristics; water supply; climate; and the
crop to be irrigated. Soil characteristics include soil texture; depth; per-.
meability; and available water holding capacity. Water information includes
the location of the water delivery point in relation to the field to be irrigated;
the delivery schedule of the water, and the quantity of water available; Crop
information includes the root zone depth, maximum water use per day, and
a knowledge of the growth stages of the crop; Climatic data includes natural
precipitation, wind velocities and directions, temperature, and humidity;

Water should be applied at a rate where high efficiency in regard to
intake and distribution is obtained and no runoff occurs. The design should
allow for the peak water use demands of the crop during its growing season,
and for unavoidable losses such as deep percolation; evaporation, and inter-..
ception by the above ground parts of the plant.

II

Subsurface irrigation involves the application of water directly
under the soil surface; Conditions that favor subsurface irrigation are a
highly permeable sandy loam or loam surface soil; an impervious subsoil
at a depth-of six feet or more and unif6rm topographic conditions with
moderate .;3opes . In the San Joaquin-Sacrarriento Delta country of California
large tracts of land are 2 to 10 feet below river surface which is controlled
by levees; Irrigation water is siphoned over the levees and distributed in
channels to ditches which are 2 to 3 feet deep and about 150 to 300 feet
apart. This arrangement provides adequate water to irrigate small grains
and root crops

A major hazard involved in subsurface irrigation systems in hot
climates is the alkali condition that develops from the upward capillary
water flow from a shallow water table.

Subsurface irrigation is generally restricted to areas having a
particular combination of factors.

- -
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TABLE I

COMMON IRRIGATION METHODS AND THEIR APPLICATION

Page I of 2

4.11....11.MINM

Method Ada ed to -- CoriSerVation Features Prabl6iiiSiOrid Limitations

Basin§

Borders
0

Close growing crops

and rice on flat land

with sandy Soil,

Forage crops or grain_

ori ifrm slopes up to

3%; established pasture

on uniform slope up to

6%. Best adapted to

light soils,

Corrugations Close growing crops on

sloping land with Soil to

take water. Extreme

care is needed in apply-

ing water to Slopes of

more than 2%.

Provides good control of

water applied. Good for

alkali control.

ProvideS uniform wetting

and efficient wãtër Use.

Utilizes large water

streams safely and thus

less time is required to

cover area

Provides Uniform wetting

and prevents erosive

water accumulation on +,

land too rolling or steep

for borders or basins.

Makes use of small

Strearri8;

Accurate land leveling is

generally required. Border

ridges may interfere with

movement of farm machinery.

Special provisions must be

made for drainage.

Topography must be fairly

level or sbils deep enough

for adequate leveling, Th

available stream must be

large enough to irrigate a

border strip of practical

size, &light irrigation

may be difficult to apply

efficiently;

Labor requirements are

high; Irrigation streams

must be carefully regulated.

It is not well suited to

gentle slopes, Rough

field surface makes

machine operation

difficult;
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TABLE 1 continued) Page 2 of 2

Method

Furrows

Sprinklers

Conti.Oiled

flOOding

Ada Features

Row crops; truck crops;

Or-chat-6, vineyards; and

berries on gentle slopes

with all but coarse

textured soils,

Nea 'ly all crops on any

irrigable soil except in

Very Windy hot clinuteS,

Close growing crops

bri rolling land; pasture

sod established by

-corrugation or

(S.C.S. Inf. 8111, No, 8)

20

Problems and Limitations

Provides no conservation

features unless furrows

laid on nearly level land

on the contour and water

applied with extreme

care.

Provides uniform wetting,

eliminates erosion i and

gives high water use in

most places,

Provides water control

and fairly uniform wet-

ting where land cannot

be used for other

niethOds,

Construction and maintenance

of th e furrows isexpensiver

Larger strans than neces.

sary must be applied to get

water to advance rapidly.

Wirgi distorts sprinkler

pattPrns and causes uneven

water distribution, A.

stable water supply is

needed for economical use

of equipment. Water must

be clean and free of debris.

Requires highest initial

investment,

Irrigation efficiency is

generally low. Small

streams are not easily

used,

21



3. THE SOIL AS A RESERVOIR FOR WATER NEEDED BY PLANTS

The soil acts as a reservoir for water needed by plants; About
one -half of the water that is in the soil when it is saturated moves down
through the large pores through the root zone and is-lost insofar as plant
use is concerned. This water is known as gravitational water.

Approximately one-half of the water that remains in the soil
(one-fourth of the total water) is available to plant roots and is known as
capillary water. This water is free to entc r plants and be utilized for
growth processes and transpiration.

The remaining one-half of the water that remains in the soil is
held so tightly to the soil particle; that it is unavailable to plant roots.
This water is held with a force greater than 15 atmospheres of pressure.
That portion of the unavailable water held by forces of 15-31 atmospheres
of pressure is known as hygroscopic water.

When all of the pore space of a soil is filled with water; it is said
to be saturated. The point where drainage ceases and the maximum amount
of water is retained in the soil is known as the "field capacity". Field
capacity exists under approximately one-third of an atmosphere of pressure.

Since the function of irrigation is to provide water to the soil for
the use of plants it is well to examine the soil. A typical soil cm be
looked upon as a three phase system consisting of approximately one-
half solid material, one-fourth gas and one-fourth liquid. The solid
phase consists largely of inorganic materials known as sand, silt; and
clay ranging in size from 2 min. to less than 0.002 mm. Sand particles
are the largest (2.00 mm. -0.05 mm.) iii size and consist mainly of
quartz. Sand has a gritty feeling when rubbed in the hand. Silt particles
(0.05 nano. to 0.002_ mm.) have _a velvet-like feeling to the hand while
clay (less than 0.002 mm.),is the smallest size fraction and has a sticky
feeling when moistened in the hand. In most soils there is also a small
portion of organic material.

The various size fractions of the soil are mixed into different
combinations called soil textures. For example, a soil texture such as
loam consists of 28-50 percent silt, 25-52 percent sand, and 7.5 to 27.5
percent clay. A soil containing equal amounts of the three separates is
a clay loam.

The various textures as indicated on the textural triangle
(Figure 1) a.re generally grouped into three.categories. Sands, loamy

40,
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SOLL_T_EXTURAL TRIANGLE Showing the percentages of clay; silt; and
Sand in the basic soil textural classes.

(U. of Calif; Agri. Ext. Ser.)
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sands ; and sandy loams are usually referred to AS coarse textured soils;
loam§ and Silt loams are medium textured soils; while clay loarns; silty
clay Ioarns; and clays are known as fine textured soils. The fine textured
or clay Soils are known as heavy soils and the coarse texture soils as
light soils.

It is interesting to note that the terms heavy acrd light soilis origi-
nated from the ease with which tillage implements are drawn through the
soil. Thui; clays are difficult soils to r aw implements through in contrast
to sands in which tillage requites less power.

Soil texture ha a a large influence on the amount of water that Can
be stored in soils for plant use and the rate at which_water moves through
the soil. The coarse textured soil will be able to hold for plant use only
1/2 to 1-1/2 inches of waver per foot of soil. At the other extreme; the
fine textured soil will hold from 1-3/4 to 2-1/4 inches per foot of son;
Familiarity:witli soil textures will assist in making the irrigation job easier
and more efficient.

Generally; clay will hold about three inches of water per foot, or
twelve inches in a four loot root zone. When six inches of this water has
been utilized; the plant is in danger of permanent Wilt; For that reason;
it is generally agreed by most irrigators that water application is needed
immediately when soil moisture falls between 50 and 60 percent of field
capacity;

Since the greater part of the roots (60-75 percent) are in the top
t5.0 feet of the root zone , irrigation must be applied when this portion of
the soil profile approaches 50 percent depletion; even though the lower
two feet still may have enough water to give a cumulative total of more
than 50 percent of field capacity.

Most crops in deep, uniform soils use moisture more slowly
from the lower root zone than from the upper soil. The top quarter is
the firSt to be exhausted of available moisture. The plant then has to
draw its moi ture from the lower three-quarters of root depth; This
places a stress on the plant; and adequate moisture to sustain rapid
growth cannot be extracted by the roots;

Soil structure is a term used to describe the arrangement of the.
soil particles . Structure refers to a compounding or aggregation of soil
particles into various forms such as platy, blocky; prismatic; etc. The
moisture and air relationships of a soil are influenced by structure. Ai
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example of this is when soils containing some clay are trampled by animals
while it is wet and the clay fills the pore space; thus creating a soil that
is more dense. Upon drying; this soil forms a massive structure and is
said to be puddled.

25%

tIEPerB

EFFECTIVE
ROOT ZONE 25%

225% 20%

25% 10%

Moisture
used 40% of total

30%

FIGURE 2

Moisture use in relation to root zone and available moisture.

(S.0 .5. Inf. Bill. No. 199)

Soil Den.sity and Pore Space

The density of soils is generally measured 'by two methods lcnown
as "bulk density" and "particle density". Bulk density refers to the specific
gravity of a volume of soil including its pore space. Thilb; a cubic foot
of soil including its pore space weighing .72.0 pounds; when divided by the
weight of a cubic foot of water, (62.4 pounds), would have a bulk density
of 1;15;

Particle density is a term used to measure the specific gravity
of a soil excluding pore space; In other words , we are concerned with
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measuring the density of the soil particles without considering the air
space betWeen/particles. Thus; if we assume that the soil mentioned in
the preceding. paragraph has a pore space of 48 percent, we can determine
the particle density by dividing the weight of the soil particles (72 pounds)
by the weight of an equal volume of water (52 percent of 62.4 pounds),
32;4 pounds; The particle density will be 2.22 in this example; For a
given soil, the particle density will always be greater than the bulk densi
For most mineral soils, the particle density will average abouta .65.
Large portions of organic matter will tend to lower this figure .;1 Bulk
denSities of soils will vary according to the texture and pore space of a
given soil. Bulk densities of coarse textured soils are usually in the range
1.3 to 1;8 while fine textured soils are usually in the range 1.0 to 1;3;
Organic soils, depending upon the .content of organic matter usually have
a range 0;2 to 0.6.

All of the calculations involved in
and bulk density are based on the oven dry
variable of moisture content is eliminated.
density of a soil, if known, can be used to
a soil according to the formula:

determining the particle density
weights of soil; Thus; the

The bulk dens paPticle
itNanddetermine the "poreopace" of

PS = 100 - ( 100)

PS = pore space in percent

BD= bulk density

D = particle density

If we substitute the previously-determined figures for bulk density and
particle density, we obtain a pore space of:

S =

=

PS =

100

100

48.2%

1.15
( X 100)2.22

51.8

The percentage of pore space in a soil is important because it will deter=
mine the amount of water that a given soil can hold;

The movement of water into the soil is known as infiltration,
While water movement within the soil is known as percolation; Fine
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textured soilS generally have a lower infiltration rate measured in inches
per hour than coarse textured soils. The long term infiltration rate refers
to the number of inches of water that enters the soil per hour after a con-
stunt infiltration rate has been established; Some values are shown in
Table 2.

TABLE 2

LONG TERM INFILTRATION RATES FR DIFFERENf SOILS

Soil Type
Infiltration Rate in
Inches Per Hour

Clay Less than 0.1

Clay Loam 0.1 - 0.2

Silt Loam 0.3 - 0.7

Loam (silt) 0.8 - .2

Sandy Loam 1.3 - 2.4

Sand Over 2.5

Water RetentiorLin_Soils

Water is generally considered to be the universal solvent. The
water molecule is dipolar in nature which means that one end of the mole-
cule iSnegative in charge while the other is positive. Since opposite
charges attract each other, this property perinits the molecule to adjust
to most materials.

Another property of water is its relatively high surface tension.
Surface tension is a measure of the cohesion or attraction of water mole-
cules to other Water molecules. 'In contrast to the cohesive forcei, there
are the adhesive forces. Adhesion is the attraction of water molecules to

_other molecules such as glass, or soil
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These properties of water when combined with the various soil
particle sizes have a profound influence upon the movement, storage
capacity; and retention of water in the soil; Coarse textured soils con-
sisting of large sized particles tend to have fewer, but individually larger;
diarileter pores than fine textured soils with small sized particles such as
clay; Thus; a clay soil will have greater total pore space; a lower bulk
density, and smaller diameter individual pores than a coarse textured soil
such as loamy sand.

Since water has a high adhesive force; it is understandable that
water is retained to a greater extent in the fine textured soils than in the
coarser textured soils. This can be visualized by comparing the ease with
Which water can be poured through a two inch diameter pipe to the diffi=
culty of moving Water through a capillary tube.

The relationship of adhesion of water to soil particles can alSo
be considered from the viewpoint of specific surface. Specific surface
refers to the amount of surface area exposed to air or water. For example;
a solid One inch cube has a specific surface of six square inches. If the
same cube is sliced in three places giving eight one-half inch cubes; the
total Surface will be twelve square inches. Therefore, a soil such as clay
will have a high specific surface and, consequently; will have a large per-
centage of the w:-..ter adhering to the particles.

Water Uptake by Plants

Water not only aids in the absorption of mineral nutrients by
plants :but is itself necessary for plant growth. Growing plants contain
more water than any other compound.

Water enters the plant through the root system by the process
of absorption and is lost chiefly by the process of transpiration from
leaves.

Transpiration

A large supply of water is necessary for all the activities of
plants such as photosynthesis and growth. A young leaf often contains up
to 90 percent Water; The water content of a leaf at any specific time
represents only a fraction of the water reaching the leaf during the s.row-
ing season. This large water requirement is necessary because water is
constantly being lost by evaporation from the cells of all aerial Parts ,
especially the leaves. The evaporation of water from the exposed surface
of a plant is called transpiration; The bulk of the transpiration water loss
is through the leaveS.



The leaf has a remarkable structure for capturing carbon
dioxide from the air. On the underside of most leaves; a profusion of
small openings called stomates are found. The opening and closing of the
st3mates is controlled by adjacent guard cells which are activated by light.
Immediately inside the epidermal cellS, the StOmatal passage leads to the
sub-stomatal air chatribers The soft spongy tissue surrounding the air
chambers is bathed in Water which absorbs the carbon dioxide from the
air trapped in the air chambers; Since the soft Spongy tissue is constantly
evaporating water into the intercellular air chambers; there is a movement
of water vapor into the outer atmosphere by diffusion through the stomata.
The epidermal_ cells of a leaf a!-_:,-ount for some water 16SS but this is a
relatively small amount iii 1;:incl plants because of the presence of an almost
impervious material known as cutin. Cuticular transpiration is believed
to account for from 3 to 15 percent of the water lost by transpiration with
the remainder being lost through the StOMata.

The greater part of the water absorbed by plants is lost by tran-
spiration; The quantity of water lost iS surprisingly large; A vigorous
sunflower plant has been estimated to transpire approximately 400 pounds
of water in a 100 day growing season. An individual corn plant has been
calculated to remove 54 gallons of water from the soil in a season; This
is 90 times the amount of water needed by the plant f6r all purposes other
than that lost by transpiration. A mature apple tree may lose 95 gallons
of water per day; For one acre containing 40 trees, this would amount to
a transpiration rate of 480 tons of water in a MidSurnmer month.

The mechanics of stomatal transpiration consist, first of the
evaporation of water from the saturated spongy cellS Surrounding the sub-
stomato.1 air charnberS and, second; the diffusion of the water vapor through
the stomata; The evaporation of water from the walls of the cells adjoining
the air chambers creates a water deficit in the walls. As a result of this
deficit, the walls of the cell imbibe more water from the protoplast. With
drawal of water increases the concentration of dissolved substances and
tends to draw water by a process known as osmosis from neighboring
cells that contain more water; This process repeats from cell to cell
until eventually water is withdrawn from the water conducting tissues
known as tracheids and vessels of the veins which are in turn connected
to the main conducting ..issue of the leaf; stem; and r oot known as the
xylem; Thus, the MOiStUr deficit is transmitted to the root system and
a continuous stream of water results. This continuous stream compensates
for the loss of water in the form of vapor from the stomata.

There are a number of external faCtorS that greatly influence the
rate of transpiration. TheSe factors are radiant energy; air movement,
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humidity and temperature , and soil conditions. Radiant energy is a domi-
nant factor since the stomata of most plants are open in light. An intensity
:urve shows a maximum rate of transpiration more or less corresponding
with light intensity; Absorption of radiant energy is largely within the
visible light spectrum although some of the longer wave lengthS (infrared)
are also absorbed; Radiant energy absorbed that is not used for photosyn-
thesis is transformed into heat and becomes a factor in water vaporization.

Humidity conditions in the atmosphere are usually expressed as
relative hUrnidity. Relative humidity refers to the amount of moisture
present in the atmosphere at a given temperature compared to the total
amount of moisture the atmosphere is capable of holding at the stated tem-
perature. The higher the temperature; the greater the amount of moisture
the atmosphere can hold; Thus; if there is a higher relative humidity
within the sub - stomatal air chamber than in the outer atmosphere, there
will be a diffusion gradient and a loss of water vapor to the outer atmosphere.
A rise in temperature; moderate air currents, and leaf movement also
increase the rate of transpiration;

The size and shape of the leaf affect the amount of water transpired.
In general, the modified leaves of desert plants such as the cactus lose less
water than the leaves of a temperate region plant such as the sunflower.
Water loss is also regulated by the stomata in that when they are completely
closed, transpiration is stopped; however, ;a decreaSe in diameter of 50 to
75 percent apparently has only a slight effect on rate of transpiration.

It is apparent that the water movement in plants is affected by the
water loss from transpiration and the amount of water absorbed from the
soil. Some factors that affect the amount of water absorbed from the soil
are the extent of the plant root system, the amount of water present in the
soil and the concentration of solutes in the soil water.

Root Systems

The roots of plants are the organs which are in contact with the
soil and the soil solution and; therefore; are able to absorb water and
salts; The plant root system may be viewed as a large probing network
that exploits the water and salt resources of the soil; In addition to
functioning as an absorption unit; transport of water and salts and anchorage
in the soil are also functions of the root system; There are structurally
two main types of root systems; namely, the tap root and the fibrous root
system; The tap root system consists of a primary or central root which
grows more rapidly than any of the branch roots; The branch roots arise
from the central root; In some plants such as the carrot; radish; and
beet; the diameter of the tap root may exceed that of the Stem;



The fibrous root system has no central axis and most of the
branches grow to approximately the same length and diariieter. This type
of root system may be constituted of relatively thin roots as in annual
plants or some parts may grow to larger diameters as in most familiar
trees;

Numerous studieS of the distribution of root systems have shown
that the extent and mass of root development is generally greater than pre-
viously suppoSed. Root growth habits vary with the species of plants and
reflect the influence of soil and climatic factors. In arid regions, alfalfa
roots of two month old plants have been recorded at a depth of five feet;
In general, the more extensive the root system; the greater the absorption
capacity;

Available Moisture for Plant Use

Water may be classified as unavailable, available , and gravita-
tional or superfluous. If water is applied to a soil until all of the pore
space is filled; the soil is said to be "saturated ". About one -half of this
moisture will be lost due to the pull of gravity. Usually this gravitational
water has drained away Within about 24 hours following application. Except
for rather slight losses due to evaporation from the soil surface and con-
tinuing drainage due to gravity; the soil moisture remaining indicates the
"field capacity" of that soil.

In practice , field capacity is usually determined two days after
an irrigation. A soil will come to field capacity more quickly when an
active crop is growing than when there are no roots removing water from
the soil.

Field capacity can be measured by determining moisture content
of f oil after an irrigation sufficiently heavy enough to ensure thorough
wetcing of the soil. ObServing the decrease in moisture by making moisture
determinations at different times after irrigation is valuable in understand--ing and properly interpreting the field capacity characteristics of a soil.

If there are plants growing on the soil, the moisture level con-
tinues to drop until it reaches the "permanent wilting point" (p.w.p.).
Soil moisture content near the wilting point is not readily available to the
plant. Hence the term "readily available moisture" has been used to
refer to that portion of the available moisture that is most easily extracted
by the plants; approximately 75 percent of the available moisture; After
this point, the plants are unable to absorb water from the soil quickly
enough to replace water loSt by transpiration.
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Water is held in the soil at a certain tension force; Soil moisture
tension is normally between 1110 and 1/3 atmospheres (atm.). The tension
at which permanent wilting occurs can vary from 7 to as high as 40 atm.,
depending upon consumptive use, crop, soil texture, etc. Formerly, it
was often thought that plants thrive equally well regardless of the moisture
level; as long as this level is between field capacity and permanent wilting.
It is more logical; however; to assume that if water is so abundant as to
be easily absorbed from the soil, the plants should thrive better. This is
supported by research findingS. Makimum yields are obtained when the
moisture level during the critical growing season is maintained relatively
high. On the other hand, if a crop is watered too frequently; even with
light irrigations; part of the soil will be so constantly saturated that the
crop will suffer from poor aeration;

The soil moisture content when plants permanently wilt is called
the permanent wilting point or the wilting coefficient. The permanent
wilting point is at the lower end of the available moisture range. A plant
will wilt when it no longer is able to extract sufficient moisture from the
soil to met its needs; Wilting depends upon the rate of water used by
the plant; the depth of the root zone; and the water holding capacity of
the soil;

Among the root crops, sugar beets readily indicate need for water
by temporary wilting; particularly during the warmest part of the day.
Crop growth should not be retarded by lack of available soil moisture. The
practice of withholding irrigation until the crop definitely shows a need for
water is likely to retard growth. It is essential to maintain readily avail-
able water in the soil if crops are to make satisfactbry growth.

32
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4. METHODS OF MEASURING SOIL MOISTURE CONTENT_

The measurement of the water storage capacity of soils and the
amount of water in soils are of vital importance in determining the quantity
of water to be applied in an irrigation; Field capacity has been previously
defined as the maximum amount of water that a soil can hold against the
force of gravity; Therefore; any amount of water applied to a soil beyond
the field capacity Will be lost to deep percolation. The determination of
the amount of moisture that is available to plants in an unsaturated soil
is an important consideration in calculating the water needed to bring the
soil to field capacity. Soils vary in the amount of water they can hold at
field capacity: Some of the factors that cause this variation are the depth
and texture of the soil and the percentage of moisture in the soil at the
permanent wilting point. Some of the methods employed in the determina-
tion of volumes of water available to crops are considered in the following
sections.

Oven Dry Method

One of the most common methods of determining soil moisture
Content is the oven dry method. This method consists of taking a soil
sample of approximately 200 grams, determining its exact weight; and
drying the sample in an oven at a temperature of 105 to 110 degrees
centigrade for 24 hours after which the sample is again weighed and the
moisture loss determined by subtracting the oven dry weight from the
moist weight. The moisture content is expressed as a percentage of the
oven dry weight of the soil; For example; if a 212 gram moist soil sam-
ple weighs 197 grams after drying, the percentage of moisture is calculated
by dividing 197 int7+15 which results in an answer of 7.6 percent. A note
Of caution is to rem ember to subtract the weight of the container from both
the moist and dry weight determination.

Tensiometer

The tensiometer is-a-device consisting of a porous clay cup filled
with water and attached to a vacuum gauge or a mercury manometer; A
hole is dug to the depth at which the measurement is desired and the cup
and connecting tube filled with water and placed in the soil; The soil is
firmly packed to in:3ure good contact. A temporary connection is established
between the water in the soil and the water in the cup. When water moves
out of the cup, a suction or tension created in the cup is registered on the
gauge. Variations in soil moisture are registered by the tensiometer as
long as the tension does not exceed 0;8 atmospheres. At greater tensions,

a AVARIBLE



air enters the closed system through the pores of the cup and the device
is no longer accurate. Since the bulk of the available water in sandy soils
is represented by approximately 0.8 atmospheres of pressure, tensiome-
ters are beSt suited to these areas; Some representative moisture tensions
are: sand 5 atrn; loam 19 atm. and clay 35 atm.

Gypsum Block Method

The electrical properties of conductance or resistance can be used
to indicate the moisture content of soils. The electrical properties of soils
change with a change in the moisture content. Porous blocks of gypsum
containing electrical elements are placed in the soil and they change their
moisture content as the soil moisture content changes; It has been deter-
mined that gypsum (plaster of paris) blocks tend to achieve a moisture
equilibrium with that of the soil in that, as the moisture increases, the
amount of gypsum in solution increases and the resistance between the
wire embedded in the block decreases; Materials such as fiber glass and
nylon have also been used for making blocks.

Gypsum blOCkS operate best at tensions between 1 and 15 atmos-
pheres ; while nylon blocks are more s:-msitive and function best at tensions
less than two atmospneres. Because of their solubility, gypsum blocks
deteriorate in one to three seasons. Gypsum blocks are less sensitive to
Soil salts than nylon and fiber glass blocks.

The procedure for using gypsum blocks consists of digging a hole
to the lowest depth from which moisture data is desired. At each desired
interval frOm the bottom upward, a gypsum block is buried and its leads
are brought to the surface. Thus, a. number of blocks at different depths
are buried in one location. It is customary to use a color code for the
leads if a series of readings are being recorded at each location. For
example; the deep leads might carry a red marker; medium leads a
white marker; and shallow leads a blue marker. Thus, if all red leads
indicate the moisture content at a four foot depth, it greatly simplifies the
task of the recorder. Small transistorized meters for reading electrical
properties are available from commercial outlets. The gypsum blocks with
electrodes and leads installed are also available from commercial sources.
There is great variability between gypsum blocks; so they should be care=
fully calibrated before use

RP dio -i5otope Methods

A method of measuring soil moisture is based upon the ability of
Water to slow the velocity of fast neutrons. This method consists of a
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source emitting fast neutrons into the surrounding soil. The fast neutrons
that are slowed down by the water. are recorded when they reach the counting
tube. The fast neutrons are not recorded by the counter; The greater the
water content of the soil, the greater the number of slow neutrons reaching
the counting tube. The hydrogen in the water is the principal element ab-
sorbing fast neutrons and therefore, a good correlation between the amount
of water in the soil and the number of slow neutrons is registered by the
counter. Chlorine and boron also absorb fast neutrons; consequently, soils
containing these elements will indicate moisture contents higher than the
correct value;

To install the device, a hole is dug with an auger and a metal tube
is driven into the hole after which the neutron source and counting unit are
placed within the hole and lowered to the desired depth; The moisture con-
tent of the soil surrounding the source and counter is proportional to the
reading on the counting unit. The reading on the counter will also be influ-
enced by the location of the unit in that when the, unit is near the surface;
a different reading will be obtained for the same moisture content than when
the unit is located well beneath the surface. Also-, the zone of influence of
the unit decreases as the moisture content increases.

The neutron method is presently employed almost exclusively at
research stations. Efforts are being made to lessen the radiation hazard
and reduce the weight of the unit.

Physical Appearance and 1.-61. Method

Other than the oven dry method, most of the aforementioned means
of measuring soil moisture will not be available to a Peace Corps Volunteer
in underdeveloped countries.

A very common method, used by farmers and irrigation technicians
alike , is the "feel or physical appearance method". This is a fairly accurate
method of measuring soil moisture in the field by taking a soil sample at
various depths using a soil tube or auger.

The soil auger is usually nothing more than a carpenter's auger
with the screw point and side cutting edges removed. It is light in weight
and easy to carry'around. In soils containing fine gravel, it is frequently
difficult; and sometimes impossible; to obtain samples by means of a soil
auger. With a soil tube , it is sometimes possible to cut through these
gravel layers and still obtain satisfactory samples. These tubes are de-
signed so that (1) the tube can be pushed into the soil with a minimum of
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effort, (2) the soil will readily enter the tilbe, and; (3) the tube can be
easily extracted from the soil; A portion of the tube is cut away s o t he
soil sample can be inspected when it is taken up.

After the texture of the soil has been determined, the soil sample
is first "ribboned" between the thumb and forefinger; If a fairly good
ribbon is extruded; soil moisture is usually above 50 percent in the heavier
soils. Soils with a very small percentage of clay will not form a continuous
ribbon; and the "ball" method should be used; Table 3 describes the ball
forming method and the general percentage of moisture left in the soil.

Persons with some ,..xperience in irrigation soon become aware
that the wetter the soil, the deeper one sinks into the mud. This observa-
tion has been used to indicate how well the soil is irrigated.

Inserting a shovel into the soil gives a better indication of soil
moisture; A still better method is the use of a steel rod of about 1/2" in
diameter. By pushing the rod into the soil, the depth of wetting can be
determined.

These methods , while not highly accurate, are most useful where
accurately calibrated instruments are unavailable.

Visual Indications_utPlant Moisture Deficiency and Excess

Growth of most crops produced under irrigation is stimulated by
moderate quantities of soil moisture and retarded by either excessive or
deficient amounts of moiSture. Air is essential to satisfactory crop
growth; hence; excessive filling of the soil pore space with water drives
out the air and inhibits plant growth.

On the other hand, soilS having deficient amounts of water hold it
so tightly that plants must exert extra energy to obtain it. If the rate of
intake by the plant is not high enough to maintain turgidity of the leaveS,
wilting will follow; When the soil moisture content is somewhere between
these two extremes; plants grow most rapidly.

A light green color in alfalfa is generally indicative of an adequate
moisture supply and satisfactory growth. Among root crops such as sugar
beets , a need for water is generally noted by a temporary wilting during
the warm part of the day. Grain crops such as corn also will wilt tempor-
arily when moisture is in short supply. In fruit crop production, it is not
practical to wait for wilting to detect moisture requ'rements.
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GUIDE FOR. JUDGING HOW MUCH MOISTURE IS AVAILABLE FOR CROPS

Available
Soil Moisture

Remaining

Feel or Appearance of Soil

Light Texture Mediunn Texture Heavy Texture

0 to 25 percent

25 to 50 percent

50 to 75 percent

75 percent to
field -capacity
(100 percent)

At field capacity
(100 percent)

Saturated

Dry, loose,
flows through
finge r

Appears to be
dry; will not
form a ball.*

Tends to ball
under pressure,
but seldom
holds together.

FormS weak
ball, breaks
easily, will
not Slick.

Upon squeezing,
no free water
appears on soil,
but wet outline
of ball is left
on hand.

Water appears
on ball and
hand.

Powdery dry;
sometimes
slightly crusted
but easily
broken down
into powdery
condition.

Somewhat
crumbly bilt
holds together
from pressure;

Forms a ball
somewhat
plastic, Will
sometimes
slick slightly
with pressure.

Forms a ball;
is very pliable,
slicks readily if
relatively high
in clay.

Upon squeezing;
no free water
appears on soil,
but wet outline
of ball is left
on hand;

Water appears
on ball and
hand.

Hard; baked,
cracked; some-
times has looSe
crumbs on
surface.

Somewhat pli-
able; will ball
under pressure.

Forms a ball,
ribbons out
between thumb
and forefinger .

Easily ribbons
out between
fingers , has
slick feeling.

Upon squeezing,
no free water
appears on soil,
but wet outline
of ball is left
on hand.

Wa*.:er appears
on ball and
hand;

* Ball is formed by Squeezing a handful of soil very firmly.

(S.C.S. Bul. No. 199)
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It must be remembered that plant roots will not grow into a dry
/soil, nor will they grow in or into a water logged soil; Application of

/ excessive amounts of water inhibits root growth and activity; Plants
develop a yellowisl. appearance and are unthrifty and slow growing.

TABLE 4

WATER HOLDING PROPERTIES OF SOILS

Soil Type

Moisture holding
capacity in inches
per foot

Amount needed to restore
root zone when 50% level
is reached

Clay 3.0 4;5

Clay loam 2.6 4.0

Silt loam 2;2 3.5

Silt 1 . 8 3;0

Sandy loam 1 . 5 2-5

Sand 1;0 2.0



5. EFFECT OF SLOPE ON__IVLELHOD OF WATER APPLICATION

Slope is an important factor to consider for proper control Of
irrigation water. On steep slopes; generally; water directed down the
slope tends to channel and cause serious erosion: As the slope increases;
it becomes more difficult to wet the soil withbut allowing an excessive
amount of waste water runoff. The object of irrigation is to get water into
the soil so it can be stored.

Generally speaking, clay soils have a slower rate of intake than
do coarse or sandy, soils; Heavy clay soils will have i tfiltration rates of
less than 0.1 inch of applied water per hour. A coarse or sandy soil can
take more than 3 inches per hour (see Table, 2).

One of the more important determinations an irrigator must
make is the amount of slope at which to grade his land. Table 5 shows
the optimum grades or slopes for each type of soil.

TABLE 5

PTIMUM GRADE AND MAXIMUM LENGTH OF BORDERS
FOR VARIOUS SOIL TYPES

Opitirrium Grade in
Soil J. ft_ er 100 ft Maximum Len- th

Clay 1 0.05 1;500
t

Clay /loam 0;1 1i000
1

Silt loam 0.2

Loam (silt)

Sandy lOarn

Sand

0.3

0;4

0.5

800

500

400

300

It will be noted that on a.clay soil with low infiltration rates there
need be no slope or only a very slight one; on light soils the slope can be
as much as 6 inches per 100 feet if the water supply is adequate and the



erosion of the soil can be controlled. The prescribed slope: allows for a
surface movement of water in a ratio suitable to the intake rate of the soil.

FIGURE3_

INFILTRATION OR ABSORPTION PATTERNS
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Also related to the slope is the length of the border; The maxi-
mum length can be varied with each soil type. It is obvious that a_short
bOrder field on a clay soil will allow the water to reach the far end and
run off before the desired depth of penetration ie reached; To continue
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running water until penetration is complete wastes too much water in
runoff at the end of the field; For this reason; level baSins are recom-
mended on heavy soils where fields are short. Conversely, a long border
on a sandy soil would allow an unnecessarily deep penetration at the upper
end of the strip before the water _can reach the lower end. The maximum
strip length; then; is directly related to the soil type , infiltration rate,
and the grade of the field;

Unit Stream or Head

In irrigation there is frequent mention to the "unit stream" or
"unit head". The unit stream is the water application in CFS (cubic feet
per second) for each foot of width of the border strip per 100 feet of length.
Simply stated; it is the amount of Water needed per 100 square feet of
irrigated field; The ability to manage water, soil, and crops must be
based on the irrigator's knowledge of the water supply he has at his dig=
posal in relation to the field he wishes to irrigate;

Unit stream is the amount of water needed based on the soil
infiltration rate; slope of the land and effective root zone for crop pro-
duction. There are charts that can be used to calctilate this. Table 6
gives the unit streams necessary for combinations of depths of irrigation
and intake rates of various soils. To use the table, determine to what
depth moisture should be replaced. Then find the unit stream in the
appropriate column for the applicable Infiltration rate. These figures are
accurate for slopes between,0.3 and 0.5 percent; On heavy soils with
flatter slopes , the unit stream should be increased by about 5 percent;

Using Table 6, one can find the rate of water in CFS needed for
each foot of width of the border for each 100 feet of run. For instance
if the border is 25 feet wide and ZOO feet long and a2 inch depth of water
is desired on a soil with a 1 inch per -hour final intake rate; the unit
stream is found to be .01 CFS. To determine the -ate of water needed;
the following formula is used:

(1) Border Stream = Lnit Stream x Length_ (ft) x Width' (ft)
100

or = .01 ic 300
-100

x 25 = .75 CFS

Conversely; if the rate of water is laloWn, the width of the border
can be computed b-; a transposition within the same for-Mule:

(2) Width (ft) r=-- Border stream_ x 100
l lit stream x Length (ft)
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TABLE 6

UNIT STREAMS FOR VARIOUS DEPTHS OF IRRIGATION ON SOILS OF DIFFERENT

FINAL INFILTRATION RATES

Depth of

Watering

Final Infiltration Rate in Inches Per Hour

0,2 0,3 0,4 0.5

1" .0018 .0037 .0055 .0074 .009

2" .0014 .0027 .004 ;0054 ;0067

3" .001 .002 .003 .004 .005

4" .00074 .00015 .0022 .003 .0037

511 .00055 .0012 ,0017 .0022 .0027

6" ;0004 ;0008 ;0012 ,0017 .002

0.6 0.7

.011 ;013

;008 ,0095

.006 .007

.0044 ;0052

.0033 ,0038

.0024 .0028

0,8 0.9 ,5 2,0

;015 ;017 ;018 ;028 .036

,011 .012 ,013 .02 .027

.008 .009 .010 ;015 ;020

;0059 .0066 ,0073 .012 .015

.0044 .005 .0055 .0082 ,011

.0032 .0036 .0041 .006 .008

2, 5 3,0

.045 455

.034 ,04

;025 i030

.018 .022

.014 .017



For any given soil type and depth of irrigation, there is but one
unit stream. The total quantity of water needed will vary with the size of
the border strip to be irrigated.

For ease in computing the amount of water needed for various
soils at the time they need irrigation and for the optimum length and width
of borders, Table 7 is included. It can be seen that for each soil type and
its individual water needs; the total water required for a 25 foot wide strip
of land in maximum lengths varies greatly from clay to sandy soils.

TABLE 7

AVERAGE UNIT STREAMS AND BORDER STREAMS
FOR VARIOUS SOIL TYPES

Optimum
Length of

ne Border

Average
Final Intake
Rate Inches

Per Hour

Average
Depth of

Irrigation
Inches

Unit
Stream

Border Stream
for 25 Foot
Border of

Optimum Length
(CFS)

1,500

n 1;000

800

500

an 400

300

0.1

0.2

0.5

1.0

2;0

3.0

4.5

4.0

3.5

3.0

2.5

2.0

.00065

.0015

.0043

.01

0. 243

0.375

0.86

1.25

.023 2.3

.04 3.0

It will be noted that a clay soil having a border strip area of
ess than one acre will require a delivered stream at the border
;FS to give a 4-1/2 inch irrigation. At the other end of the-soil
e sandy soil with ;17 acres will require a border stream of
to give adequate and uniform irrigation; It is important that the
it of water across the land surface be matched with the soil
te ; If the size of the field is reduced; the border stream can
ed. The unit stream remains constant; To get the penetration
,ture storage needed; a definite time period must be allowed to

=33=
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elapse so that water can soak into the land. A too short contact period
will mean too little water has entered the soil moisture reservoir. Too
long periods of water application will encourage deep penetration loSSeS.

Using the figures in Table 6, the unit stream on a sandy soil with
a final intake rate of 3 inches per hour for a 2 inch water application; will
be .04 CFS. Using formula (2) on a 300 foot long field and with one half
CFS of _water available; the designed width of the border should be:

W r: (100) = 4 feet
.04 (300)

Thus; on a. sandy soil with only one-half CFS discharge ; the
farmer must not have borders wider than four feet. Otherwise; he will
be applying water inefficiently and the water wasted by deep percolation
will build up an unfavorable water table. Table 8 shows the border widths
that must be designed for borders of various length with ori=half CFS
discharge at the field.

TABLE 8

DESIGNED BORDER WIDTHS FOR VARIOUS SOILS
WITH VARYING LENGTHS OF BORDERS

USING 0.5 CFS IRRIGATION STREAM

Optimum Average Inches of
Length of Final Intake Water Unit Border

Snit Type Border (ft) Rate (inihr)__Needed Stream Width (ft)

Clay 1,500 0.1 4.5 .00065 51

1,000 0.1 4.5 .00065 77

500 0.1 4.5 .00065 150

Silt 700 1.0 3.0 .01
500 1.0 3.0 .01
300 1 ;0 3.0 .01

Sand 400 3.0 2.0 .04
300 3.0 2.0 .04
200 3.0 2.0 .04

10
17

USing the above formula with results as shown in Table 8; it is
apparent that even on a silt type soil the border strip must not exceed 17
feet in width if it is about 300 feet long. , A longer field will mean an even
narrower one.



From Table 8 it can be seen that one-half CFS discharge is more
than adequate on heavier clay type soils. In the case of clay, the one-half
CFS could irrigate six 25 foot border strips simultaneously. On light or
sandy soils, one-half CFS is too small a stream to do an efficient job of
irrigating;

In actual practice in developing countries, most farmers irrigate
an entire field of from one to three acres without borders to help control
the water. It does .not require too great an imagination to see how ineffi-
cient such irrigation methods are and what a great waste of water results.
One can visualize each field as a form of border strip and superimpose the
figures from Table 8 on them. The result is always the samesmall
flows on large field areas result in deep penetration losses and limited
area coverage. Such inefficient irrigation is a direct cause of waterlogging
and salt buildup and increases the drainage requirements of the project.

The length of time which water flows over a field has a direct
bearing on the amount of water that goes into the soil. The chart figuring
the unit stream is based on the assumption that water can be shut off or
moved to another strip at the time it reaches the far end of a border of
any length; While it may be more efficient to use the maximum lengths,
often the size of the field cannot be changed; This is one point at which an
irrigator loses some flexibility when he designs a system.

This loss of flexibility can be offset by the application of formula
(2) if the width of the strip is changed to compensate for its short run; If
the formula is followed and the system designed according to the tables and
charts, the time element will take care of itself. When the water reaches
the far end of the strip, it is shut off and moved to another strip.

Another formula that is useful to anyone who designs an irrigation
system is:

I

T is the time of irrigation (expresse in minutes); D is the depth of
watering necessary; and I; the final intake rate of the soil. This formula
is for level borders with intake rates up to 1 inch per hour. On graded
borders with intake rates in excess of 1 inch per hour, the formula is:

= 60
I

Again; using the various soil types with their known inttke rates; when
the amount of water needed to replenish the soil reservoir to field
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capacity is found, the time needed to irrigate the soil to that depth desired
can be determined by the above formula.

Table 9 gives a compilation of the time needed by classification
of soils when they have reached 50 percent of field capacity moisture level;

Actually it is in this table that we find the reason for low produc-
tion on lands not waterlogged and on which most other farin management
practices appear acceptable. Some farmers never give any consideration
to the matter of the period of water application. Ts.kro extremes a;-. f,_ -

ticed: In one; the field may be bounded and water may stand on the field
for two to three times as long as necessary; this is wasteful of water and
harmful to many crops. The other is wild flooding Where the water is
pushed and directed to various spots on the field and few places get water
for more than a few minutes; penetration is shallow in such cases and
irrigation is of little value. Often such shallow irrigation results in
shallow roots which alloW plants to die as soon as they are subjected to

an ordinary period of drought;

TABLE 9

TIME REQUIRED TO REPLENISH SOIL MOISTURE
WHEN 50 PERCENT OF FIELD CAPACITY HAS BEEN REACHED

Soil Type

Aire rage- Intake
Rate - Inches

Per Hour

Depth of Irrigation
Needed in
hithes Time*

Clay 0.1 4;5 11 hrs. 15 min. (

Clay loam 0.2 4;0 5 hrs. (1)

Silt 'Oath 0.5 3.5 1 hr. 45 min. (1)

Silt J.0 3;0 3 hrs. (2)

Sandy loam 2.0 2;5 1-hr. 15 min. (2)

Sand 3.0 2.0 40 min. (2)

* From formula
(I) Using level border formula, (2) Using graded border formula



IRRIGATION EFFICIENCY

Water is a very precious resource and no man has the right to
waste that which another can use. Efficient use of irrigation water is an
obligation of every user. Efficiency is influenced by cost and quality of
labor, ease of handling, crops being irrigated, and soil characteristics.
Adequate control and management of irrigation water require that methods
be available to evaluate irrigation practices from time to time.

Water conveyance or delivery losses must he the first evaluation.
These are recognized by the engineer when the system is designed. Having
conveyed the water to the farm, the need to apply the water efficiently be-
comes apparent. Often considerably more water is applied to the soil
than it can possibly hold. In normal irrigation practices, surface irrigation
efficiencies of application are in the range of 45 to 50 percent, whereas,
well-designed sprinkler irrigation systems are generally considered to be
about 75 percent efficient. .

Neglecting evaporation losses during the time water is being
applied, efficiency of use can be calculated thus:

Ea = 100 Wf = (Rf + Df)
Wf

when: Ea = water - application - efficiency

Wf = water delivered to the farm

Rf = surface runoff

Df = deep percolation below root zone

At each irrigation; the farmer applies a given amount of water to
his land with the intention of storing the water in the root zone of his soil.
Of course; he cannot store it all. The loss of some water is unavoidable.
The most common losses of irrigation water are represented by runoff
and deep percolation. This is brought on by:

1; Irregular land surfaces

2. Shallow soils underlain by gravels of high permeability

3. Improperly designed distribution systems



4. Non-attendance of water during irrigation

5. Excessive single applications

6. Iinproper preparation of the larid

Water storage efficiency becomeS especially important whenever
insuffi. lent the oot zone during a single irrigation; The
depth of water applied during each irrigation is a dominant factor influencing
efficiency of application; Many va.riable factbra such as land uniformity;
irrigation method; size Of irrigation stream; length of run, soil textures;
permeability; and depth influence the time the irrigator keeps water running.

Consumptive Use and Evapo=Transpirationilatio

Consumptive use, or evapo-transpiration, is the sum of two terms:
(11 Transpiration; which is water entering plant roots and used to build
plant tissue or being passed through leaves Of the plant into the atmosphere;
(2) Evaporation; Which is water evaporating frOm adjacent soil; water sur-
faces , or from the surfaCea Of leaves of the plants Conaumptive use can
apply to water requirements of a crop or a farm, hence the term "consump-

tive use ":

The volume of water transpired by plants depends in part on the
water at their disposal, and also on temperatures and humidity of the air;
wind movements; intensity and duration of sunlight;_atage of development
of the plant, type of foliage; and nature of the leaves; Diring the growing
period of the plant, there is a continuous movement of water from the soil
into roots; up stems and out of the leaves of the plants,. A very small
proportiori of the water absorbed by the roots is retained by the plant.
When the rate of transpiration exceeds the rate of absorption by the roots;
wilting occurs;

Evaporation losses from the soil vary with the amount of water

able to reach the surface by capillary action; Where irrigation water is
applied by flooding methods; Jarge amounts of water are lost by direct
evaporation from soil surfaces without haVing passed through the plant.
After light showers during the growing season; considerable moisture is
retained on the leaves where it evaporates,, A wide furrow spacing and
considerable exposed ground surface may result in excessive surface

evaporation.
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Effect of Climate on CAnsurriptive Use

Variations in consumptive use occur from day to day because of
changes in weather. A hot, dry, windy day will increase the rate; whereas
a cool day will decrease the rate of consumptive use. Because of many
variables; means of characterizing the effect of climate on evapo-transpiration
are highly inadequate. Exposure, height and color of the leaf surface are
all important.

Table 10 shows some consumptive use figures for various irrigated
crops. These are average figures but should be within ten percent of the
requirements for most areas;

TABLE 10

CONSUMPTIVE USE OF WATER BY MAJOR IRRIGATED CROPS
UNDER SEMI-ARID CONDITIONS

41n_lriciles_Pe_r_Acr_e)

Crop
Average

Daily Use

Mean Monthly
Consumptive

Use

Peak Use Per
Day at

Flowering
Stage

Seasonal
Consumptive

Use

Wheat 0.13 4.0 .25 17.0
A

Paddy Rice 0.23 7.0 .32 35.0

Sugar Cane 0.30 9.0 .45 110.0

Cotton 0.20 6.0 .28 30.0

Potatoes 0.13 4.0 .22 19.0

Be ets -Sugar 0.25 7.0 .30 40.00

Corn 0.17 5.0 .25 25.00

Grain Sorghums 0.13 4.0 .20 20.00

It can be seen from the above Table that the peak use of most crops
is quite high. Wheat has a peak use period from the late flower through the
soft dough stage. During that time, wheat must have 1/4 of an inch of water
per day for satisfactory yields. It is a simple mathematical procedure to
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determine ha* Often one has to replenish a given amount of water in the

soil; Table 11 shoWS again the soil types; the amount of water needed to
bring the soil moisture from 50 percent up to field capacity; the peak
consumptive use per day, and the frequency of irrigation needed; It would

not do to over irrigate heavier clay type soils with the idea that one can
reduce the freqUency. The soil will hold only so much water and no more;
Water in excess of 100 percent Of field capacity will be lost to the lower
strata of the soil and may build up a water table.

There are no averages , as for instance; water application every
20 days , in the specifics of irrigation. One can find averages,; but farrriers
should not be bound to them. Soils vary; crops vary, dates of seeding
vary, and methods of seeding and methods of irrigation differ with the size
and shape of the field; The most important factors are the soil moisture
retention capacity, depth of root zone ; and crop consumptiVe uses To do

an adequate job of irrigating, the soil, crop, and water must be' cloSely

interrelated.
TABLE 11

FREQUENCY OF IRRIGATION OF WHEAT

Soil Type
IricheS of Water

Needed

Peak USe
Per Day

Acre Inches _
Days Between
irrigations

Clay 4.5 .25 18

Clay loam 4 .25 16

Silt loam 3;5 .25 14

Silt 3.0 ;25 12

Sandy loam 2;5 .25 10

Sand 2.0 ;25



UNIT B = WATER MEASUREMENT

Correct application of irrigation water is of the utmost importance.
First; the crops should_be supplied with an adequate amount of moisture;
Under irrigating can severely affect crop yields. Over irrigating must
also be avoided as a matter of economics as well as erosion controi. In--,
creased use and value of available water, in areas of short supply or where
the use of available water has not been developed, makes an understanding
of the methods of water measurement necessary.

Much information has already been presented in regard to water
requirements for plant growth. This information cannot be effectively
!utilized without the measurement of water. Oftentimes, a certain amount
of water must be divided among multiple users on a common supply ditch.
Some form of measurement must be employed to be able to regulate the
amount of flow to each party.

Meth n

There are many methods employed in measuring of water. However;
certain terms 5..iiould become familiar before any of these methods are dis-
cussed.

rates.
There \are two units used in measuring water--volume and flow

The following are the basic units used for most calculations:

1 acre inch = 27;154gallons, or 3,630 cubic teet of water.
This the amount of water required to cover 1 acre to a
depth of 1 inch.

2. 1 acre foot = 325,850 gallons, or 43,560 cubic feet of water.

3; I ctfbic foot = 7;48 gallons; or 1;728 cubic inches , or 62.37
poun 1 s of water.

1 cubic foot per second = 448;8 gallons per minute (gpm)

5. 450 gym = 1 acre inch per hour (approximate)

6. gpm 0.002228 = cubic feet per second

Pump discharge in gpm = acre inches per hour
\ 450

Total acre inches pumped = average depth applied in inches
Number acres covered
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Irrigation efficiency must also be considered when making irriga-
tion calculations. This is simply, the amount of water that reaches. the
root zone stated as a percentage of total water applied; Losses from
evaporation; deep percolation and runoff can be quite high. There is no
exact formula for determining field efficiency that will work in every
instance. Field tests can be run to determine how much water must be
applied to get given quantities into the root zone area of they soil. A 60

percent field efficiency is a practical goal.

Floating Marker

A very simple method, but one that does not give a igh degree
Of accuracy in measuring the rate of floW, is the "floating ma r"
estimate. It is useful when more costly installatiOria are not wa ted

Or complete accuracy required. A relatively straight section of ditch
With a fairly uniform cross section is Selected. The length of ditch
(generally between 50 or 100 feet) will depend on the current. Make
Several measurements of depth and width within the trial section to a rive
at an average cross _section area in square feet. Stretch a string or t pe
across each end of the section at right angles to the HOW. 'Place a sni 11
float in the ditch; a few feet upstream, from the.start of the trial section.
Record the time required for the float to pass through the measured section.
Make several trials to arrive at an average speed.

FLOAT

STRING AT RIGHT
ANGLE TO FLOW
100 FT APART

FIGURE 4

Calculating the flow of water using the float rnethod.
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To calculate the velocity in units of feet per second, divide the
lengthof the section (in feet) by the time (iii seconds) required for the
float to travel that distance. Since the speed of the float on the surface
of the water will be greater than the average velocity of the water; a
correction factor, usually .80, is used.

t'o obtain the rate of flow, multiply this average velocity
(measured velocity x .80) by the average cross sectional area.

Weirs

Length of trial ditch x .80 x cross section area rate of flow
Time in seconds

I.

This method makes use of a specially built construction of. known
dimensions; A weir is a notch of regular form through which water may
HOW. They are classified according to the shape of this notch. Examples
of weirs are: the Rectangular Contracted, the V-Notch, the C;ipolletti,
and the Rectangular Suppressed.

The weir; when properly constructed and inStalied, is one of tile
simplest as well as most accurate methods of measuring water. Linder
ideal conditions it will be accurate within two to three percent. Under
most field conditions; accuracy within five to fifteen percent can be exp..:ctc-:
By following simple instructions ; a weir can be easily constructed and
installed:

Set thte weir structure in a channel that is straight for a
distance upstream from the weir equal to at least ten times
the length of the weir crest.

2. Place the weir at right angles to the direction of water flow.

3. Make sure the face Of the weir is exactly vertical and the
crest level so the depth of water is the same at all points.

4. There should be no Obstructions on the upstream side of
the weir.

Thal crest of the weir; should be sharp--not more than one-
eighth of an inch in thicknessso that the water passing
over it will touch at only one point.
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6. Water should not approach the weir at a speed over .5 foot
per second. This may be accomplished by setting the weir at
the end of a long pool that is fairly wide and deep.

7. The height of the crest of the weir above the bottom of the
channel should be at least twice and preferably three times
the depth of the water flowing over the crest.

The distance from the sides of the weir notch to the side of
the channel should be at least twice the depth of the water
flowing over the crest.

9. The length of the weir crest should be so constructed that the
head to be measured exceeds two inches and the maximum
head, preferably, is not greater than one-third the length
of the weir crest.

10. The weir should be constructed in such a manner that the
Water will fall freely below the weir, leaving an air space
under tho over-falling Sheet of water; Lack of adequate air
Spate under the sheet of falling water will cause a suction,
drawing down the water surface and increasing the discharge;

11. To prevent -.ri:-.sion, the ditch downStream should be protected
by loose rack, cement construction or the like.

+-

MF.ELM
11- MI.M...-.".=

..'illik"It...m.....

.M.MMY

Scale

-- t---- ---

FIGURE 5

Measuring a head on a weir; Measure upstream from downward curve of

the water surface
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The head of water is measured upstream from the crest where the
surface drawdown curve does not affect the measurement. This should be
done at a point upstream at least six times the depth of the head on the
weir; A stake driven into the pool this distance upstream from the weir,
with its top level with the weir crest, will make for easy observations.

Rectangulates1 Weirs
This weir takeS its name from the location and shape of the opening

through which the water flows. It was one of the earliest forms developed;
but becauSe of its gil-nplicity; ease of construction, and accuracy, it is
still one of the most popular .

WEIRS

FIGURE 6
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V -Notch Weirs

The 90 degree triangular, or V-Notch weir, has a greater practical
range of capacity than other types. This type weir should not be used when
substantial head loss cannot be tolerated. Its shape makes it very easy to
construct and it is very accurate at low flows.

c:ipolletti Weirs

In this trapezoidal Weir, the Sides have a slope of one horizontal
to four vertical. It is widely i)sed because the discharge is believed to be
directly proportional to the, length of the weir crest.

Appendix Tables II, III, and IV give the flows for these weirs in
cubic feet per Se cond and gallons per tainute.

Parshall Flume

Because of several diStinct advantages, the Parshall Flume is
being used quite widely; It is self-cleaning, requires only a small amount
of Aron or head loss in the stream; and permits quite accurate measure=
merit: The discharge is obtained by measuring the loss in head causcd
by forcing a stream of water through a throat with a depressed bottom;
Since the size of the head is small upon which measurements are based,
care should be taken in deterthining the differences of water level. The
flumes also have to be constructed with specific dimensions and the
measurements taken at designated point 3 ;

Trajectory Method_

This method deterrnineS the rate of flow discharging from the
end of a pipe. Knowing the dimensions of the pipe, the trajectory of the
water is measured as it emerges from the pipe. These figures are then
applied to the appropriate tableS to determine the rate of flow in gallons
per minute.

Water Flowin Through Pipes

A number of devices have been manufactured to give accurate
measurements of water flow through a pipe._ Among these are the Venturi
Tubes, the Collins Flow Gage; and the Cox FloWtheter. Since most of
thus! measure the velocity at only one point in the cross sectior of the

there are different procedureS fOr obtaining the mean velocity. The
simplest method is to measure the velocity at the center of the pipe where
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velocity is the highest and apply a coefficient to find the mean velocity.
Precise measurements are not possible with this method.

The dye method is good for determining velocities in pipe lines;
A small quantity of the dye solution is injected in Lo the water at the intake
of the pipe line or at some point along the line. The time at the instant
the coloring matter is introduced and at its first and last appearance at
the second point of observation, usually at the outlet of the pipe, is noted.
From the time data and length between points, the velocity of flow is
compute cl ;

Velocity or current flow meters are often employed on water
lines. It is a small instrument containing a revolving wheel or vane that
is turned by the current. If calibrated correctly; these instruments have
the added advantage of eliminating computations in volume determinations
Meters subject to_c'ogging should never be used on pipe lines receiving
water from open ditches.



Freeboard

Partly Full Pi?e

Note: Unless pipe is full or nearly so i meaaure ordinates on mid-line
of jet as shown.

FIGURE _7

How To Measure Pipe FlowS
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TABLE 12

DISCHARGE FROM PIPES FLOWING FULL
Po r Minute wifsh Vertical Drop "Y" -=-= 13 Inches

Pipe Size Horizontal DiSta.nce "X"

Inside Sq. In.

Diameter Area 12" 14" 16" 18" 20" 22" 24"

2" 3.14 38 44 50 57 63 69 75

2-1/2" 4.91 59 69 79 88 98 100 118

3" 7.07 85 99 113 127 141 156 170

4" 12.57 151 176 201 226 251 277 302

5,, 19.64 236 275 314 354 393 432 471

6" 28.27 339 396 452 509 565 622 678

7'' 38.48 462 539 616 693 770 847 924

8" 50.27 603 704 804 905 1,005 1,106 1,206

9 I 63.62 763 891 1,018 1,145 1,272 1,400 1,597

10" 78,54 942 1,100 1,257 1,414 1,571 1,723 1,885

11" 95.03 1,140 1,330 1,520 1,711 1,901 2,091 2,281

12" 113.10 1,357 1,583 1,809 2,036 2,262 2,488 %,714

TABLE 13

APPROXIMATE FLOW FROM PARTIALLY FULL PIPE
Rate of Flow in Gallons Per Minute

Inside Diameter of Pipe "D" in Inches

D 4 6 8. 10 12

0.1 142 334 579 912 1,310

0.2 128 302 524 825 1,185

0.3 112 264 457 720 1,034

0.4 94 222 384 605 868

0.5 75 176 305 480 689

0.6 55 130 226 355 510

0.7 37 88 152 240 345

0.8 21 49 85 134 194

0.9 8 17 30 52 74

1.0 0 0 0 0 0
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UNIT C - IRRIGATION WATER CONTROL

A well designed irrigation system.delivers the required amount o:
waiver to all parts of the area to be irrigated at the required rate Nxithout
damage to the soil or excessive loss of water. It is accessible and easy to
operate without obstructing other farming operations. Many factors affect

. _

the design of such an irrigation system. Such factors as soil; crop to be
irrigated topography, water supply. existing facilities, etc. , should all
h studied Carefully.

I. WATER REGULATION IN DELIVERY CHANNELS

Conveyance of the water from the source to the field is of primary
,.oncern. 'Irrigated lands are often located great distances from the source
of their water supply. Depending on its source-, water is sometimes con-
veyed several hundred miles to its area_of_use._ Thequantity of irrigation
water required for any particular period should equal or exceed the gross
irrigation requirement for that period. To this amount should be added
any water required for leaching; temperature control; or frost control.

In addition to the total amount of water required, rate of delivery
is an important factor in designing and operating an irrigation system.
Irrigation water must be made available to each part of the farm irrigation
system at a rate and elevation that permits proper operation of the selected
methods of water application; Irrigation water must be conveyed as'eco-
nomically, efficiently, and reliably as possible.

Conveyance facilities generally are either open ditches with all the
necessary structures or closed conduits: They must be accessible for
operation and maintenance. Ditches that carry irrigation water from the
source of supply to one or more farms are known as canals or laterals.
They are generally large and usually permanent installations; Field
ditches convey water from the source of supply to a field or fields within
the farm unit. They also should be permanent installations. Head ditches
are used to distribute water in a field for surface irrigation; They are
laid out at the high end of the irrigation run and are generally perpendicular
to the direction of irrigation; Head ditches can be permanent or recon-
structed each year.

Ditches work best in clay or clay loam soils since seepage is
usually less and ditch banks are more stable. Open ditches can carry
large volumes of water and have a low cost per volume of water carried;
They do have some disadvantages if unlined. Losses from seepage and
evaporation can be high, weeds and animals can cause trouble; and they
take up valuable space.

-51- 61



WA.TER REGULATION IN FIELD Cii/U\INELE.;

Distribution control structures are required for eas-, and accurate
distribution of water to varibtS fields on the farm; Selecting the proper
kind of water control structure and locating it properly is an important
part of planning a farm irrigation system;

fleadlates

A check or lieadgate is built across laterals and ditches for the
parpose of diverting part oar al: the stream. Its function is to regulate
the quantity of water flowing Itito the small lateral; the field ditch, or the
furrow. The amount of opening in the check gate regulates the amount of

water turned into the field. This is done one of two ways; mechanically;
by means of a screw or a series of gears, or by inserting or removing
wooden boards to increase or decrease the opening in the headgate

TABLE 14

A guide to the approximate amount of water that can pass
through a certain size gate orf:aing assuming a range of
velocity from 1;5 to 3;0 feet per second.

Gate Frame
Flaw Caplsity

cis gpm

18 X 12 1.0 - 2.0 450 - 900

18 x 18 2.0 4.0 900 - 1;800
24 X 12 1.5 3.0 675 = 1,350
24 x 18 3.0 6.0 1;350 - 2;700
24 x 24 4.5 9.0 2,050 - 4;050
30 x 18 3.5 - 7.5 1;575 = 3,375
30 x 24 5.5 - 11.0 2 ;475 - 4 ; 950

30 x 30 7.5 - 15.0 3,375 = 6,750
36 ic 24 6.5 - 13.5 2;950 - 6;075
36x 30 9.0 = 18.0 '4;050 - 8;100
36x36 11.0 - 22.5 4,950 = 10,125
42 x 42 15.5 - 31.0 6;975 - 13,950
48 x 36 15.0 - 30.0 6,750 - 13;500
48 ic 48 Z1.0 -42.0 9,450 = 18,900
60 x 48 26.0 - 52.0 1;700 - 23i400
72 X 48 31.5 - 73.0 4,175 -28,350
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An important feature is to set the posts of the structure to a
depth of at leaSt three feet to hold the structure firmly in place. It is
also important to build cut off walls and wing walls sufficiently into the
bed of the canal to prevent washing under the structure;

-Checks

Checks consist of only a single wall built at right angles to the
stream Or canal. A notch through the center provides a passage for the
water when not in use. Grooves in the wall, into which flashboards can
be fitted; provide for checicing or raising the water surface when desired
for diversion.

To protect the channel against erosion; a heavy rip-rapping of
rocks should be placed on the lower. side. Sufficient cement should be
used to make a durable structure. Too much economy in the rnixtt.ire
in the dirriens'-e-ns of the structure may result in total loss.



3 DITCHES AND DELIVERY STRUCTURES

Metal tapoons are orten used as checks in distribution ditches'.
These can be used with fair accuracy to measure the flow of water as well
as to divert it. Because of the weight involved, they are not usually used
in streams deliverinrz, more than five cubic feet per second as they become
too burdensome to ca,^ry about the field. These checks are usually forced
into the sides and bottom of a ditch on a. slant and held in place by the
weight or the water. Equipped with an adjustable weir-type gate,
be used for measuring of water since the opening through which water
passes haS fiXed dimensions.

Portable metal dams are used successfully for small ditches
in soils that do not erode readily; 'They consist of a half circle or triangle
shaped piece of heavy gauge metal, reinforced across the top and usually
with a Single metal rod through the center that is forced into the bottom

of the ditch.

Canvas and plastic dams are used to divert streams as large
as eight CFS or more although streams of two to three CFS are more
commonly diverted by using these portable dams; A heavy, durable
canvas or plastic is necessary to stand the water pressure and prevent
excessive leaking .

This type of dam should measure about four feet wide and six
feet long ; but may be larger for larger ditches. The six-foot side is
fastened to a ten-foot 2 x 2, 2k 4, or a pole which may or may not be

hinged in the middle, depending on whether Some water is to be allowed

to bypass;

This kind of check is usually put into place before the water
reaches the point of diversion. It is laid in the ditch with the canvas
extending upptream and the pole spanning the ditch and resting on each
bank. Some soil Should be thrown on the edges of the dam to hold it in
place.

If the pole is hinged in the middle, the plastic or canvas check

becomes a bypass dam. By enlarging or reducing the angle, more or less
water is allowed to flow over the dam. It is possible in this way to divert
water onto the land and at the same time permit some to flow past the
diversion to lower sets in the field. The same action can be acquired by
using a Sack arrangement on a canvas darn, in which the opening of the

sack is enlarged or reduced to allow water to flow past. This type of
arrangement is particularly suited to the irrigation of row crops where
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siphon tubes or spiles are used as turnouts and the water level in the
ditch must be held at a uniform level to operate them.

It is often necessary to build dams and checks from inexpensive
and local materials to divert streams. A structure using alternate layers
of rock, brush and native logs maybe built with little if any cash outlay;
The dam is built by placing alternate layers of rocks and brush, backed
up with earth fill; with each layer set back to give a stairway effect to the
spillway. The general slope of the fill on both sides of the darn shot:1cl be
two feet of run to one foot of rise.

The crest or top of the darn should be built high enough to divert
the correct amount of water when the stream is low. The diversion channel
should be protected with a headgate so that the amount of diverted water
may be controlled. At the lower end of the spillway, the channel should be
heavily rip-rapped the full width for a distance of four to six feet. The
headwall, sidewalls, and wing walls are constructed of logs; notched and
tied together at the corners for strength.

This type of structure is to be recommended wherever brush;
rocks; and logs are available convenient to the site. Since these materials
arc cheap; they should be used in liberal proportions.

Drops_

Drop spillways or pipe drops control ditch velocity by lowering
the water abruptly from one level to a lower level. Because of the erosion
hazard on excessive slopes, drop structures are installed to alleviate con-
tinuous deepening of the channel; These drops can be and often are built
into a check or division box.

A drop spillway is a weir; Water flows through the weir opening
in the headwalls, drops to a nearly level apron spilling basin or to a lower
level; and then flows into the downstream section of the: channel. For
small drops, a simple apron usually is adequate (see Figures 8 and 9);
For higher drops or bigger streams, some type of energy dissipater
must be provided; Dimensions for these types of drops are given in
Table 15.

Large open drops are usually built of reinforced concrete.
Smaller drops can be n-iade of concrete; rock masonry; rot-resistant
lumber, or steel and aluminum treated against corrosion.

A pipe drop is a section of pipe with-a riser equal to the required
drop. A fill must be built across the ditch to direct water through the pipe.
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Corrugated metal pipe drops are frequently used as are aiscarueu
barrels with both ends removed and welded end to end until the desired
length is achieved. Pipe dropb are especially suited to small ditches;
The fill across the ditch may be widened by adding extra pipe so that a
road crossing is provided if needed; Pipe drops are more easily plugged
by trash than are weirs. Earth fills around pipe drops should be inspected
frequently to protect against damage by burrowing rodents;

Small temporary drops under very small stream flows can be
built :r!t,-) frs,mf,cfary ditches by using a plastic liner to lower the water
from one elevation to another. Frequent inspections should be made to

make su, 0. the lining is kept in 1711 ce and is not punctured. On larger
flows ; the plastic should be ..;:-ed with gravel. All vegetation; rocks;
and other abrasive materials should be removed from the area on which

the plastic is t placed.

TABLE 15

DIMENSIONS OF DROP STRUCTURES IN RELATION
TO DITCH CAPACITY

C-p -city of
Ditci. in CFS

Width of
Opening (W) Ft. (H) In. (C) In.

(A) (B) (E) & (F)
Ft.

2 12 6 2

6 2 12

8 2=1/2 15 6

10 3 18 2-1/2

14 3 -1/2 -18 8

Drop
(D) Feet

Length of Apron
(L) Feet

1
2-1/2

1-1/2

3

4
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FIGURE

Concrete Drop For Farm Head Ditches

FIGURE 9

Wooden Drop Structure
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4. FOR FURROW IRRIGATION

Spiles or turnouts are boxes or tube-like structures in the bank
of a head ditch one to four inches in diarnetei that provide and control the
flow of water from the head ditch into corrugations or furrows. They are
used at places where the'hea.d ditch is nearly flat; They usually have some
type of a simple slide gate to regulate the flow. They must be long enough
to extend through the ditch bank and should be equipued with an anti-seep
collar and a slide gate.

The water elevation in this ditch section can then be controlled
by a e:hock: The water should be Maintained high enough over the spile
openings to produce a full flow when desired.

Spiles made in the shape Of a. T have also been used successfully.
The stem of the T is buried in the bank with the open end free to take water;
The cross arm lays across several.furrOWS and discharges water into these
furrows from holes in the pipe; The flow is regulated by a slide gatr., in

the intake end of the -stem. Figure 10 illustrates this type of spile.

T=SPILg
FIGURE 10

Spiles need not be expensive; but economical, and proper use of
Water should be kept in mind. The simplest and most convenient device
is desirable as long as it is substantial. A watertight gate or plug should
be provided for the inlet. Clay pipe tiles; metal pipes, iron pipe or
casing, or concrete pipe are all usable.
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In developing countries, cost of spites or turnout pipes are often
prohibitive; Short lengths of bamboo have been found to serve the purpose
very well. While bamboo has a hollow internode, the node of the plant is
solid. This must be punched or drilled out before it can be used;

Siphons

Siphons are used to deliver water from a supply ditch, over the
bank and onto the land. They permit easy control of water and eliminate
cutting' of ditch banks; They are particularly adaptable to the furrow
method of irrigation. Good, well-shaped ditches with sufficient ditch
height are essential.

Siphon tubes are made commercially and are available in metal,
pl -tic and rubber; Sizes used for row irrigation vary from 3/4 inch to
two inches in diameter, Small tubes are recommended for heavy soils
and steep slopeS.

Water flows through the tub- by thc force of atmospheric pressure
on the water in the ditch. One end of the tube is placed in the ditch. The

r end is placed outside the ditch at or near the ground surface and
must be lower than the water Level in the ditch. The tube must be com-
pletely full of water for flow to start.

How to Set a Siphon

1, Insert siphon in irrigation ditch and fill completely with
water.

a. Be sure "field end" or long ertd is pointing toward field.

b. Keep "ditch end" or short end of siphon immersed.
("Pumping action" may be used to fill siphon.)

c. When siphon is full; put hand tightly over "field end"
of siphon.

2. Lift "field end" of filled siphon from ditch.

a. Do it quickly;

Hold hand firrilly over "fie],I end".
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c Be sure "ditch end" of siphon is below water surface.

d. Only lift siphon high enough to clear ditch bank.

3. Quickly move filled siphon toward field.

. Keep han-I tightly over "field end" of q-J.phon.

b. Be sure ''ditch end" Of siphon stays in water at all times.

4; Lower filled siphon over ditch bank and rid from
"field end".

a. Be sure siphon is lowered before re:r:('ving hand.

h. "Field end" of siphon must be lower thzn the water level
of the ditch.

c. Keep "ditch ',rid" of siphon in water at all times.

5. Set siphon firmly on bank.

Brace iith ne-c7_..Ssa.tv to prevent sliding:

b. "Ditch end" should be several inches below water
surface to allo* for slight lowering of water level
in ditch;



Water Surface

FREE FLOW - Outlet is not submerged

SUBMERGED FLOW - Outlet is submerged

FIGURE 11

Two methods of installing spiles or pipe outlets in head or feed ditches.
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One of the difficulties which is apt to happen is air getting into
the tube fibril the diScharge end after the water starts or duting the priming
process; When this happens, flow is restricted. With plastic tubes; you
can see the air bublle at the top of the curve, but in metal; black plastic,
or rubber tubes; this is not pOSSible. If it looks as if the flow should be
greater, it is best to reprime the tube.

The rate of flow through a S'..phon depends on its diameter and the
pressure head. The head is 1-1.: vertical distance from the water surface
in the supply ditch to th? surface on the outlet side; as shown in
Figure 12 below;

WATER SURFACE

HEAD _WATER _ _
SURFACE

SUPPLY ..eTCH

FIGURE 1?:

Measurement of head to oeterniine rate of flow through a siphon tube.

_.{-.-

0-

Solder all faints
and seams air tight. 314' 3" Diameter

(Village TechnolOkV Handbook No. 2. USAID)

FIGURE

Siphon Tube Construction DetailS



Commercially made siphon tubes will probably be too expensive
for the peasant farrier in developing countries. Figure 13 shows the dimen-
Fons of a siphon tube whica can be made by a local artisan. Care should
be taken that the seams are well Soldered so no air leakage occurs.

TALE 16

RATE or DISCHARGE IN GAI,LONS PER MINUTE
FROM SIPHON TUBES OF VARIOUS SIZES

Head
In Inches

Size.___ol_Siphon Tube
_1" 1-114" 1=112" 1-3/4" 211

Z" 5 8=1/4 13 17 21

4" 7 12 19 25-1/2 32

6" 9 15-1/2 32 41

11 19 29 9 50
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UNIT D - DRAINAGE

Drainage is the removal of excess water from the land to prevent
salt accurnulatio:;; allow earlier planting of crops , increase the root zone;
aerate the soil, favor growth of soil bacteria; and for reclamation of arable
low lying or swamp areas. Practically every valley where irrigation has
been carried on for any considerable length of time has lands in need of
dr;-_-_riage. Several classes of land in irrigated sections require artificial
drainage in order to be fitted for crop production. Man -made swamps; the
product of irrigation, constitute ±ba greatest area in need of drainage.

All plans that are developed for introducing water to land, either as
a supplemental supply or for new irrigation; should provide for removal of
excess water from the land.

Drainage problems are usually made apparent by:

1: Standing water or salt deposits on the surface of the ground.

2; Scalding of crops by summer water ponding.

3. Propogation of mosquitoes in irrigated fields;

4. Soil compaction and resultant poor water penetration.

Difficulty imcarrying on farm operations because a poor
tractor footing.

6; Accumulation of salts in the soil.

7. Poor root gr,_wth due to a high water table;

8. Plant root diseases;

9; Development of uneconomical plant communities.

In general, there are two main types of drainage situations;
. surface and subsurface;

Surface Drainage

Surface drainage is affected by topogr and vegel.ation. Excess
irrigation water must be removed to ponding and water logging of
the lower parts of the field; Storm water must find its way into a drainage
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channel in such a manner that erosion is controlled; but soil aeration is
not nhibited; On some drainage projects. open drains are used to convey
water to distant outlets. Because of the high cost of construction and main-
tenance; the inconvenience in movement Of machinery, and the value of
land removed from production; open ditch drainage is e-cpenSiVe and often
inconvenient; but it does have a place in many systems; The open ditch,
as its name implies; is merely a waterway cut into the soil SO that it will
receive drainage from adjacent lands.

Excess rainfall can be controlled and Msposed Of by terr: ces and
diversions leading to grassed waterways. On flat land where there is no
erosion hazard; shallow surfa,:e drains are

Tail ditches generally are shallow open drains large enough to
carry away irrigation waste water and storm water runoff. Storm runoff
generally govern§ capacity. The grade of these ditches should be governed
by the soil's resistance to erosion. Banks of these ditches must be pro-
tected from erosion by surface water inlet structures or by establishing
vegetation on flattened Slopes.

A combination of field ditches and land l.eveling would be most
practical. It would take an Unreasonable amount of field ditches to d6
good job of moving water from most fields without land leveling. Deep
channels 1:6 carry the final collection into an accepted area are often con-
structed or field boundaries.

Subsurfa ce Drainage

Subsurface drainage reqiiireS a thorough study of subsurface
conditicnS. Test pits; borings; and permeability test permit evaluation
of the it ternal drain:ige capacity of the soil; Borings are corrirrionly used
to determine depth aficlf,:uctuatibii§ of the water table; depth of and thick-
ness of the Substrata, and to etscertain the chara.cter Of the substrata;

The first step in "solving a drainage problem is to determine the
source, direction ofrnevernent and amount of excess water. An important
factor is the permeability or hydraulic conductivity of fl-,.e soil==WhiCh
meansthe,,rate of movement of water through the soil; Excess ground-
water must be removed by either deep open ditcheS or tile to provide an
effective root Zone depth. Tile drains have been found much more practical
than deep open ditches.

The two ,=eneral mi!thod:, for removing excess water are by inter-
ceptor drains or relief drains. The ap,)ropriate method to use depends



primarily on the flow characteristics of the water, the topographic features
of the area; along with the subsoil conditions.

It is always a good idea to intercept the excess water before it
reaches the point where damage occurs. For this reason, an interceptor
drain should be placed to intercept and remove water before it reaches
the point of damage. In this case , the tile should be placed as deep as
possible in order to intercept the maximum amount of water flowing
downs lope

Relief drainage systems are installed in either a systematic or
random pattern within an affected area These laterals drain water to a
main line which in turn discharges it into a trunk drain. Lateral Lie
lines are placed parallel to the direction of groundwater movement and
often are arranged in a gridiron or herringbone pattern.

Soil Salinity

When salinity in soils becomes too great for efficient crop produc-
tion; it must be removed or the land must be abandoned, Saline soils are
soils having excess soluble salts that make the soil solution sufficiently
concentrated tc injure the plant:, and impair soil pro,-luctivity. One of the
first effects of soil salinity is the inability of the plant to absorb enough
water due to an increase in the osmotic pressure in the soil solution.

Arid region soils contain relatively large ..mounts of soluble salts:
in the more humid regions, these salts have been leached out by rainfall;
The small iains of the arid regions do not penctrat,- far enough into the
soil to cause percolation of these salts, Lack of percolation, along with
excessive evaporation; causes an accumulation of soluble salts on the soil
surface that are injurious to plant Hie. The basic cause of salinity pro-
blems is usually inadequate applicaZion of water and/or poor drairage , or
the application c f water having a high concentration of so;uble salts.

A high concentration of salts in the soil may result from a high
water table. During periods between irrigations, a high water table favors
the upward capillary flow of water to the land surface where the water
evaporates; The soluble salts carried by the upward moving water cannot
be evaporated; hence, they are deposited on or near the soil surface;

Th.: most effective method for the removal of salt from soil is
by means of water which passes through the root zone of the soil; To
prevent salt accumulations, and consequent decrease in crop yields,
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irrigators must remove as much bait as is brought in. In some areas; a
limited supply of irrigation wa':er is spread over too many acres, with the
result that the soil is not wetted below a few feet. In Other areas, the
groundwater table is so shallow as to prevent the leaching of salts from the
root zone; Upward fin* of water from these shallOW water tables results
in a continuing accumulation of salts in the surface soil. if it were possible
to maintain a moisture distribution in irrigated Soils so that the water flow
would be continuously dowikard, there would be relatively little trouble
from salinity.

Adequate drainage is of extreme importance for either reclamation
of saline iarku or the maintenance of lands free from salinity; It is usually
essential that water volumes in excess of crop requirements be_applied to

saline and alkali lands and be made to percolate through the sail to leach
out excess salts. Salts dissolve in the water 'jagging through the soil. In

all cases; water must pass beyond the root zone to remove excess salts
from the root zone. Therefore, leaching is impossible without natural or
artificial drainage.

Application of water to assure that all the surface is cevered, even
if ridges and knollS must be leveled first, shoUld be performed; If tl.e sub-
soil is impervious; subSeiling must be done; WaSte water should not be
allowed to run off but should percolate down through the soil. For this
reason, a series of dikes and checks should be built so adequate ponding

can be accomplished, each check li;:ving as large an area as slope and
vlter supply will permit; It should be kept in mind that exceSSi.,-e leaching
will also remove soil nutrients fro-n the soil, especially nitrates. Overuse
of irrigation water also adds to the drainage prcbleini:_-

Pernianeht reclamation of saline and alkali lands require several
essential steps;

1, lowe ring of the water table,
2; satisfactory water infiltration;
3. leaching of excess salts out of the soil;
4; intelligent future rnmiagement of the Soil.

tIrne alkali and saline soils art low in availad-;;,._ .-11-kosphor0.19 and

will givr better crop yields if phosphste ieitilizers are: 'Ised. Liberally
applying barnyard manure; plowing under cover c rops ; aVoiding of plowing

or of o::hei- farm operations when the soil is too or too dry are all
helpful; Keeping drair:S Open and in gcod arplying only enough

water to aSSure adequate penetration into heal of s preventing excessive
evaporation; are essential steps in rnaintaining pe rraanent iLlief from
waterlogging and a continuation of soil pre:tuctivitv.



Surface Runoff

For the protection of roads; irrigation systems; buildings and
fields , the maximum rate of runoff should be determined and allowed for
in all drainage systems. Most drainage structures can be flooded for a
short period of time, but peak rainfall intensities and runoff aata should
be determined so that the system (bridges, culverts, etc.) can be adequately
designed to 1-.o-ndle the runoff; It may be more -,nornical to design these
structures on a 10 - 25 year recurrence expect... This means it would
be planned sc it would only be exceeded once in every 10 - 25 years.

usage:
In calculating rur.off on small watersheds, this formula has wide

Q = CIA

= Flood peak or cubic feet per second
C E.- Runoff coefficient
I = Rainfall intensity, 1.1.ches per hour
A = Drainage area in acres

For a drainage area in a diversified farming area; the value of
C is often used as 0.50. Some of the figures for C under varying conditions
are as follows:

Cultivated land
Pasture land
Timber land

0-5%-Slope 10-30% Slope
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0.60
0.36
0.18
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0.72
0;42
0.21
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UNIT E IRRIGATION PLANNING AND SPECIAL INFORMATION
RELATED TO

IRRIGATED CROP PRODUCTION AND RELEVANT PROBLEMS

1. USING TOPOGRAPHIC MAPS FOR IRRIGATION PLANNING

IAn O. Curate topographic map of th,! area under consideration is a
necessity for good irrigation planning; The size and shape of irrigated
fields; direction of irrigatTon runs; location of turnoutf, and farm ditches;
irrigation methods; size of it. ?. streams -; and lc cation of water dis-

,

posA systems all depend upon soil; topography; and .1rainzge systems.

Several very important criteria. should be considered in developing
an irrigation layout:

1; Obtain reasonably uniforrr application of water o: the required
amounts.

2; Soil erosion should be kept to a minimum;

3. Runoff should be minimized.

4. A minimum amount cf land should be wsed for ditches and
control structures .

5. Irrigation systems should fit on field boundaries possible.

Delivery channels; of course; should be located at s' ;ch an elevation
that the water may be gravity fed to the fields. The layout should provide for
sufficient water within each field. Head ditches should be located to'avoid
major slope or irrigation grade changes. These ditches she-ld be con-
structed with ehough grade for water to flow, but not en 'nigh for erosion to
take place;

The g:neral "lay of the land will dictate the local:` on of feed.-_sr
ditches; It is sometinrr::s necessary to lay out borders anc; irrigation runs
diagonally across a This makes irrigation sorriewa:-. more ,1;.ificult
because of varying length of run. General overall slope of the land will
dictate this;

Drainage channels for removal of waste water can also be located
tornt,r-n. a topographic map; By visual ct--servi:tion of t, average slope; the
mo ;t desirable direction of irrigi4.tion may be determined.
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.-kiLnough a soil map showing type and depth of soil is needed in
with a topographic map, the inount/Of necersary earth moving

i provide for an even grade may be determined; As this is very expensive
the field should be studied carefully before wp`rk is started. It should be
determined that the soil is deep enough belt* attempting tc le'vel the land.
Even sprinklers apply water more uniformly to a smooth land surface.

If the plan has been done well ,/the irrigation system will deliver
the amount of water needed to each fie di will allow easy control of the
irrigation stream and apply irrigatio water with the least amount of labor,
will permit an efficient use of the w/ter, insure adequate drainage and
conserve the soil while increasing,Its fertility,

/
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a. PUMPS

In many instances, large areas of land are so situater, that available
water can:ot be brought to them by gravity. In many of these areas; water
is raised by some mechanical device from its natural source so it will then
flow by gravity over the surface of the land. Pumping is necessary for
sprinkler irrigation; Pumping is oftentimes extremely important for
drainage.

The power units commonly used in irrigation are foot-pounds per
second and horsepower. One horsepower is equivalent to 550 foot-pounds
per second. One horsepower would lift 1 CFS a vertical distance of 8;8
feet at 100 percent efficiency; It would require 125 foot-pounds per second
to lift Z cubic feet per second of water a vertical distance of 1 foot. These
figures are all theoretical because it is irnoossible to get 100 percent
efficiency in a pumping unit. Average- efficiencies of 70 - 80 percent for
centrifugal pumps and 70 - 75 percent for deep well turbine pumps are
commonly found.

The depth of wells varies widely. In some instances water is only
lifted a few feet, while in others; it is raised several hundred; Cost of
raising the water should be carefully considered ill deep wells. Use of
shallow wells should not be overlooked fc . irrigation purposes.

Pumps used for irrigation purposes are of many different makes.
In general, they can be characterized on the size of discharge in relation
to the amount of head; 1

In deep wells, water is generally lifted with a turbine pump.
Installations of as much as 1,000 feet below ground surface have been
successful. They are generally dri,ren by an electric motor. An impeller
blade or series of blades positioned on a vertical shaft in a bowl or bell
housing is placed below the water; Being submerged; these pumps require'
no priming. High efficiency is dependent upon a close fit of the impeller
blades against the pump housing. Because the operating parts are inac-
cessible, and difficult to inspect; low efficiency is common in this type of
pump after a period of hard use.

Cencrifugal r.urnps are only used where the water must be lifted
less than 15 - 20 feet. Their use is governed by elevation and suscepti-
bility of losing prime.

.Centrifugal pumps are built on both vertical and horizontal shafts.
They have the advantages of being efficient, simply constructed, relatively
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free of trouble, low cost; easy to ind capable of high speeds.
Their chief disadvantage is the riect: 14 to prime the pump, or to fill
the suction pipe and pump case with water and thus expel all air. A goad
foot valve is essential to hole the water in the intake line while it is filled;
A good foot valve will also hold Water in the line so that priming will not
be necessary each time the motor is started,

When only small volumes of water are required; a very economical
rnethoa' to use would be a windmill; Operating strictly on wind velocity;
windmills are capable of generating in excess of I horsepower in a 20 mph
wind. They are capable .of lifting water , by using a foot valve and recipro-
cating lift rod, up to 180 feet. They are very useful in areas where wind
currents are dependable and Of Sufficient velocity to turn the fan which
generates the horsepower.

There are several other types of pumps that can be use
water short distances from streams, shallow wells, or storage
Among these are the windlass, the endless chain and bucket, or
foot valve and lift pump, A rather Unique device that is capable
small arnounta of water up to 60 feet is the continuous rope unit;
any source of power, it can be made from very cheap materials
small amount of time

d to lift
reservoirs .
the common
Of lifting

Utilizing
in a very

Animal power is Often used in a series of bucket lifts to raise
water from a stream bed for irrigation purposes.
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_ PIPELINES

A method of conveying water from its source to the fields; is to
replace all or part of the Open earth ditch with underground concrete pipe-
line. The investment per acre is much higher than for open ditches; but
the advantages are many. For example; labor is reduced and ,vater losses
f rom seepage and ditch evaporation are practically eliminated. Since pipe-

lines are costly, carei 1 panning is required for e,:ch lecatiOn, capacity
requirements; and good .struct7,-in requirements.

Pipe conduitS can be used in most places but arc particular;.i
s;I:t.,, to areas where seepage leSSe:-.4 are high. Pipe can be used in areas
that are difficult to excavate and to carry --{ter down Steep slopes. Less
titlal-le land is taken up and maintenance ;c in general is less than for
(wen ditches;

Two general kinds of pipeline are usodiow pressure and high
pressure. _Low pressure lines are ()per fh the atmosphere and -are used
with operating heads of less than 20 pounds per square inch. High pressure
lines are used where operating heads of more than 20 pounds per square
inch are required.

I pressure pipelines are used primarily with surface irrigation
methods. is important that a pipeline be large enough to convey the flow
needed in different fields under present and future conditions. If economi-
cally feasible; it should be large enough to supply the water required duri.lg
the period of peak crop use even though this full capacity may be needed in

only a small part of the total lirigating season.

High pressure pipelines generally are used to convey water for
prinkler irrigation. Since sprinklers usually recluire 40 pounds per

square inch or more of pressure for efficient water distribution; the
pipeline iliust be designed to withstand thiS preSSUre.

Specia.lized structures are nee4ed on pipelines to control water
and to protect them against damage. -cavity inlets are 0...en uses. to get
the water into the pipeline. This structure should inclu-cle a sand trap and
trash screen so that full pipe floW is developed and trash is kept out. Tr

water enters the pipeline from a pump ,.a stand ShOuld be used.- A pump
stand is a vertical pipe extending above ground from the pipeline to perm-it
overflow from excessive pressure, and to allow release of air iinvolv?d
in the pumped stream.
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V6fitS to relieve pressure and release air are us, ill high
of a pipeline; at points where its slope sharply increases direction of
flOW, or below any structure that entrains air. By allowing air to escape,
vents permit a pipeline to carry more water, relieve surges; and prevent
damage to the line-when gates or valves are opened or closed.

The usual flow control structures are needed in a concrete pipeline
to regulate the flow into branching lines; and to relieve pressure, az, v ell
as furnishing an outlet for the water where required.

Outlets in concrete lines usually consist of risers built
vertical actions of pipe, which are saddled onto the pipeline and aLto.hed
to it with ,; waterproof joint, Some kind of a valve or gate is installed in
the riser to regulate discharge through the hydrant;

Alfalfa valves are used to distribute water directly to border
strips, basins , or ditches ; An alfalfa valve consists of a handle and cap
plate attached to the threaded rod that moves up or down as the handle is
turned. When-the valve is closed; the cap plate fits the edge of the valve
case -i makes it water tight. When the plate is lifted by turning '.ne
han 'ter is reIe. sed from all r 'es of the valve.

rchard valVeS are quite .jar to alfalfa valves but are used if
a smalier flow is acceptable. It ossible to place an addlticnal_
hydrant over this type valve to deliver water into surface piles ditclke .

Capped risers are often found in these types of water
In this type , the top of the riser is capped, slide gates are installed on
the outside Of the riser, and flow is controlled by adjusting line pressure
and slide gate openings. This type of Outlet is used Only iri_u-tigating
orchari-ls and permanent crops where small flows are distribute1 to the
individual:furrows. Capped pot outlets_ should not be used wher61 the
pressure will be more than one to two feet above ground surface.

Li le( )itches

Open diteleS are th,-, mos common method of carrying irrigation
water, but many are not efficient. In porous soils , unlined ditches lose
considerable quantities of water by srepa.ge. Soil permeability probably_
is the most important factor. Losses are: greater if the wat-r is carried
a long distance ; Vegetation along a ditch contributes to water loss through
tlanspiraticin. seepage inav zz.so damage a.djoi ling lands by raising tlle
water table. Grade control Str. ctures are required in ditches if fhe flow
de-f?lops an erosive veiotity.
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Ditch linings can be effectively Lead c-.o control seepage and bottom
and bank erosion. For any given flow; lined ditches can be smaller than
unlined. Lining protects land against waterlogging; prevents some damage
by rodents and reduces cost of maintenance, cuts down on interruption cf
delivery, and helps in the control of weeds.

Selecting a lining material should be g,,ve,ned by the availability
of the material and equipment needed to install it ditch .size, climatic
conditions; etc. Many kinds of material are used wl-ich include concrete;
rocl.c masonry; brick; natural clays of low permeability, and different
asphalt, rubber, 07: plastic compounds;

Many ditches have been lined for a v:ry low cost by using earth
materials. If the materials are available, three methods are employed:

1; Placing a blanket of relatively impervious material over or
within the canal bed;

2; Di3persing clay in the wate and having it filter out as the
water seeps through the bed;

Chemically stabilizirg the earth material to make it
permeable.

One of these chemical sta'bilizers is called ber.tonit_. It is a low
cost material :_milar in appearance to ordinary prounci clay. It swells
12 to 15 times its dry size when wet and ells the voids through which
water seeps.

For smaller irrigation canals and laterals, precast concrete or
cut stone slabs are used; Masonry rock snd brick work also make goon
linings. Concrete alone has a high initial cost but several advi-Intageo.
It is durabl , maintenance costs are at a minimum, and capacity is
increased because of its relatively smooth surface. Thickness of the
concrete generally runs from 1-1/2 to 3 inches .



4. TYPICAL PROBLEMS INVOLVING WATER MEASUAEMENT AND
DET-,IVER? TO SUPPLY PROPER AMOUNTS OF WATER TO SOILS

As sn irrigator, you need to Icaiow four quarititieS. ..)rie is the depth

of water you wish to apply, the second is the size of irrig:-.ting stream in
cubic feet per Second or gallons per minute; the third is tic' ime the water
will rim; and the fourth is the number of acres in the field.

If you know three of these quantities, you can 5.1.Ways figure the

fourth from this handy formula:

One.cubic foot per second (CFS) for one hour equals one inch
depth on one acre;

Exararle (11 rio find how long you would rieecl to run a stream of
3 CFS to apply 5 inches gross depth of water to 15 acre field,

1 CFS for 1 hour

3 L,IPS

5 ;.nch-s x 15

Ti ar.qOre, 75
3

and.

or

1 acre inch

3 acre inches

75 acre ir.,hes needed.

25 hours

Exarrio (2', To figure how man; inches have be -_,:n applied when
a .4trearn of 4 CFS has run for 10 hours on an 8 at re fi 1d:

1 CFS for 1 hoUr

1 Ci'S for 10 hours

zl-CFS for 10 hours

40 acre inches
(. acres
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5. MOLSTU'RE REQU-R.EMEN_f_S _OF VARIOUS CROPS

During and immediately following irrigation, water will soak
th.,-,th the soil r.rofile until the wetted depth all reaches field capacity;
If an e Fficient irrigation is made; the wetted area is confined to the root
-Lore . The water available for plant use is restricted to that 2 rea throw

Llic:1 plan,: roots can penetrate.

The feeder root depth of plants will vary from me foot to approxi-
mately lour feet, 'While some plants have deep tap roots, they supply only
about 15 percent of the total water plants use; The re,..[aining 85 percent
is supplied by the feeder roots. Therefore, when the s 3i1 moisture drops
below the wilting point in the feeder root zone, all gro Eh will stop. !''his,
of course, c,uses a distinct stress on `...rie plant.

It is a proven fact that plants take water at a -iniform rate when
the so4.1 moisture is at any stage between field capacity and just above the
N-,7,-i:tng point; If the applied water is evenly distributed over the :tire
gro.ving area, and soil moisture kept somewhere between these two points,
a constant and uniform growth will be promoted.

To insure a n-ii-limurri use and a maximum production
cit..,.;,y of prodt.ct, it is essar'r to know the soil; the plant fed -or)

zon the p! _.nt water uac climatic conditior:s , and apply Ovate
c;ceordirigly.
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TABLE 17

PEfiN MO=URE USE FOR COMMON IRRIGATED CROPS

Crop
Acre Inches Per 136.-i

Co_o_l Moderate Hot _Desert

Alfalfa .20 .25 ;30 .35

Cotton .20 .25 .30 ;35

Pasture .20 ;25 .30 .35

Ccain .15 .20 .22 ;30

Potatoes .14 ;20 .25 .30

Beets .20 .25 ;30 .35

Orchards ;20 .25 .30 .35

:2)-chards/,:over .25 .28. .35 .38

TABLE 18

FEEDING DEPTH OF MAJORITY 01: PLANT FEEDER BOOTS

C--op FeederRoot Depth

Alfalfa
Ele.zns
Beets
Cabbage

3 - 3;5 ft;
2
2 - 3 ft.

- 2
Carrots 1.5 -
Corr. 2.5
Cotton 4

Grain G - 2;5
Grain Sorghum 2.5
Crapes 3 - 4 ft.

ft;
Nuts 3 -= 21 ft.

Onions 1.5
Orchard 3 - 3.5
Pasture 1. 5 2

Peanuts 1.5
Peas 2.5 ft.
Potatc os 2 ft.
Soyb,,arts 2 ft;
Sweet Potatoes 3 ft.
Tobacco 2.5 ft.
Tomatoes S
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EXPLANATION FOR

Efficient irrigatiOn requires uniform of 1,

;:niourkt.'i of water at proper times. Careful prep
methods resul' in a savings of labor; water s-il, and in

increased yields_. Land preparation ficif irriOt'cn ().!ten includes grading
and smoothing of the soil surface; preparation of le-,ees and ridgeS, and
water conveyance and drainage dit

A few simply constructed bullock drawn implements greatly
faCilitate land preparation; Plans for such implements, which can be
built by a village carpenter or blacksmith having Ordinary , are
included in this section.

Buck Scraper

The wooden buck scraper possibly the Ines' useful low-cost
drawn implement for leveling Itrid for irriaat:./1. The morlel :hewn

crn lie n....de from locally available Materials; It has been extensively tested
and is a proven, successful d:-ign.

Although the buck scraper is a simple implement; certain exact
procechires must be followed to make it work effectively. The proper
Gperation involves the following steps:

TO bring the scraper to loading position, the operator must
approach the tailboard from side opposite the pipe aandle.
Care must be taken that the Oporatox is clear of the handle
as it will snap back as soon as thc.- ':ocks move forward.

To load the scraper, the operator rriust niove 1)rward, place
one foot on too of the scraper board and keep the other soot on
the tailboar I as fa., forward as possible. The N.,,cight of '-he,
operator Lhould he applied directly over thv cutting edge whilc.,
the scraper is being loaded. Since the :" raper will u:-.ndily
carry- a full load without the operator riding or holding Hie
handle; he can step off to lighten the draft;

3. To unload, the handle is lifted and the load is dumped.
Spreading may be done h ibwly raising the handle which
allows the load to be distributf,d in a thin layer.

The buck scraper of the Li±e giVe,i in the drawing; can be pulled
by a pair of average sire bullocks; For Erlall oxen, a skillful operator
can adjust the load to suit their Stiength_; o the size of the scraper may
be reduced to 5 feet,



Wooden Float

In order to finish the ler,_:.1ing job, the surface friti;4 h_ smoothed:
This job may be dOne with a float, a long sled-like drag ,s.rhich operF.teS on
the sari principle as a carpenter's plane. AS the float is pulled forward,
the cutting edges ren-ioVe the :nigh spots and push this soil into the low
areas ahead; For best smoothing On flat, leVel fields, it is desirable to
float the surface three or more tithes by going across the field iefigtvviL ,

rosswise; and diagonally.

The float may be cOnstrtcted in v-arrous sizes to meet the power
avail A width of . to 6 feet is satisfactorj for animal power. It
must be emphasized that an overall length of about 16 feet or more is
necessary if the -float is to do a precision job of land smoothing;

A-Frame Ridger

A homemade A-Frame Ridger Is a suitable implement for making
ridges or bundS. It will gather soil from a wide strip and leave very little
furrows be :de the ridge. The operator usually rides on the ridger; thus
applying his weight to get a more effective job. The operator has a choice
of 'standing positions on the cross planks on top of the ridger. The largest
ridge and the one requiring the most power is formed when the operator
Stands on the cross ?lank nearest to the titillocks. A: with other arLrnal
draw, implementS, the height and length of hitch greatly :nfluences the
drat d the performance of the -Frame Ridger.

V. Ditcher

The V-Ditcher is a useful tool for conF.'r.ruction cleaning of
field criannelS for irrigation or drainage; ft is alter, scrneth--,eS used to
make border ridges or bunds.

The V-Ditcher's operation in constructing a e-tch :s Much like
ti.lt of an o,,ers7.ed mold board plow. TI_t channel tine is first laid out

instruments: znotd h:ci..d plow is used to r-i-)ake a furrow
where the line has 'ben Staked. The V-Ditcher is pulled back and forth

this :h ontil a symmetrical of almost any Size and proportions
can be male.

One pair of bullocks or more may be used to pull the V = Ditcher
It is important, hi:ilk-ever, that the animals walk on the outside of the
channi. :angina tine operator':, poSition of the V=-Ditrher lowers or
fn.:rea.-es the depth. of ct and also incre.,ses the arinia.1 turd to
pul' it. The width Of the ditch rra,;' increased or de-7resed lowe-;ng
or raising th-_- har' :le of tie ciit her
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Tail hoard Joint

BUCK SCRAPER

2 "X 12"

U. of Udaipur
Ext: Bill. No..1

1-1/4' iron Pip -e - 4

_--...,0=c3cfrAstoometro3Dr:

_1-1/2" Strap

1 -1/2'

\.7

2'' x 12' C 3'

3" 1/411
Strap

777e Bolt \ 0
For Chain Hitch

.E 7"

3" x 6' Strap

10'
etta in

x I-1/Z"
Strap

1-1/2" x 12
Stzap

Bevelled

CO'



MATERIALS FOR BUCK SCRAPER_

1FilMBFR OFPIEC.ES

2

DIMENSIONS

2"5c 12"

2" X 12" k3'

2" x x 12"

11" x 49"

3" x 3" x 6'

4
::4" x 6"

1" 5c 112" 12"

itt X 1'2'

x 16"

ITEM

Biltk Board

Tail Board

Wooden Blocks for ends

Iron Pipe -7ndle

Steel Cut-. -Lg Edge

Strap Ir. for Hinges

Strap Ir for Reinforcement

Eent Strip iron F-ipe
Clamp for Handle

Rod far :Tinge Pin

Fye Bolt-4 for Rill Chains

Carriage Bolt for Handle
-Carriage Bolt for HanGle

Clamp

x 3" Carriage Bolt for Blade,
Strap; etc;

4 4" x Carriage Bolt for Ends

1 " 12" X 3"4 Steel Plate for Tail Board

1 " k 10' Pull Chain

=85:=



WOODEN FLOAT

1-- 1" x 4" Angle Brac.e

U. of Udaipur

Ext. Biil. No, 1

78" Rods Threaded on

Both Ends (1/2" Dia Rods)

1177-1---1

18'

1-1/a"

Strap Iron
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MATERIALS FCR FLOAT

NUMBER OF PIECES DIMENSIONS

2" 5c 6" x 18'

1 2" x 6" x 6'

1 2" x 6" x 6'

2" x 6" x 6'

6 2" x 6" x 6"

3 1" x 6'6''

ITEM

Runners

Rear Blade

Middle Blade

Front Blade

Side Blocks

Steel Rod (threaded
2" on both ends)

Nuts and Washers

x 14" x 18" Steel for hitch

Cross Bracing1" x 4" x 1 0 '

4 4" x 3''

36 3

48 14" #12

-87--

Carriage Bolts and
Nuts

Nails

Screws



10'

Chain

A - FRAME RIDGER
Udaipur

Ext. Bul. No. I

2" x 4" x 5" Support Blocks



MATERIAT-,S F'OR A-FRAME RIDGER

NUMBER OF PIECES DIMENSIONS ITEM

2" x 8" x 6' Runner

2" x 4" x 51 Rear Brace

2" x 4" x 42" Middle Brace

2" x 4" x 18" Front Brace

1 2" x 4" x 5' Center Brace

1" 10' Steel Chain

2 f" x 5" Eye Bolt

15 3" I Nails

6 2" x 4" x b'' Side Blocks

28 3" 3t12 Screws
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In Angle
o

Chain

V -DITCHER

U. of Udaipur

Ek.t, Bul, No; 1

6' x x 8"

2" x 4" x 3=1/2 Handle

1-1/2" x 1/4"

Iron Strips

Nose Plate

2' x 1/8" x 8"

Bend Plate to

30° Angle

Tie Rod ,

1/2" x 26" Threaded.

Ito

102



MATERIALS FOR V-DITC14F.R

NITNITIER OF PIECES DIMENSIONS ITEMS

2 "x 10" X 6'

2" x 4" x 20"

2" x 4" x 42"

1 I "4

4

X

x

28"

11"

3"

X 12"

2

20

ft x 2" x 6'

10" X 24"

#12
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Wings

Wins 1_!:-,-ace

Handle

Steel Rod (threaded
2" on both ends).

Nuts and Washers

Iron Handle Bracket

Carriage Bolt with
Nut and Washer for
handle

Carriage Bolt with Nut
and Washer - handle
brace

Angle Iron

Steel sheet for nose

Carriage Bolt with
Nut and Washer (nose)

Screws for fixing
Angle Iron
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ABLE I - List of Equivalents fo_r _Volume from Flow Units

One Acre Inch 3;630 cubic feet
27 ;154 gallons
1/12 acre foot

,1( rc 1'oot 43;560 cubic feet

\-.._cr_o Foot
r

_Foot
iif 1

( Cubic o_o_t_

)ni, Gallon

325;851 gallons

Approx. 2 ;722,500 pounds

Approx. 4,000,000 pounds

t ;728 cubic inches
7.481 (approx. 7.5) gallons
Weight (approx.) 62.4 pounds
(62;39 at 550 F; 62;30. at 70° F; 62.00 at 100°

231 cubic inches
0.13368 cubic feet;.weighs approx; 8;33 poZincis

t_e_ of Flow Units

inc_Cubic Foot Per = 448.83 (approx. 450) gallons per minute
Srcond = 1 acre inch 1 hour and 30 seconds (approx;

1 hour), or 0.992 (approx. 1) acre inch per
hour;

1 acre foot in 12 hours and 6 minutes (approx.
12 hours) , or 1.984 (approx. 2 acre feet per
day 24 hours)

ni. Gallon Per = 0.00223 (approx. 1/450 cubic foot per second)
Minutr = 1 acre inch in 452.6 (approx. 450) hours or

0.00221 acre inch per hour
1 acre feet in 226.3 days or 0.00442 acre foot
per day
I inch depth of over 96.3 square feet in 1 hour

One Million Gallons 1.547 cubic feet per second
l'i r Day = 694.4 gallons per minute
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TABLE 11- Rectangular Contracted Weirs in Cubic Ft per Second

Head

in ft.

Head

in inches
approx.

Crest length (L)

j,0 2.0 fee. 3- 0 feet 4: 0 feet--f-e_et

0. 10

O. 11

0: 12

0.13

0, 14

0.15
0. 16

O. 17

0.18
O. 19

1 20

0.2i
o.2
0, 23

0: 24

0.25

O. 26

0.27
0. 28

0.29

1 3/16

1 5/16

1 7/16

1 9/16
1 11/16

1 13/16

1 15/16

2 1/16
2 3/16
2 1/4

2 3/8
21/2
2 5/8
'23/4
2 7/8

3

3 1/8
3 1/4
33/8
3 1/2

O. 105

0. 121

0.137

0,155

0.172

0. 191

0. 210

0:229

0. 249

0. 270

0, 2 1

0, 312

0: 335

0. 358

O. 380

0.404
0.428
0: 45.2

0.477

0, 502

Flaw in cubic feet per second

0, 158

0 182
0. 207

0:233

0.260

0:288

0, 316

O. 346

Q.37

0.407

0.439
0.472

0: 505

O. 539

0. 574

0.609

0.646

0:682

0.720

0.758

0: 212

0, 244

0. 277

0: 312

O. 348

0:385

0. 423

'0.463
O. 504

0. 546

O. 588

O. 632

0.677

0.723
0. 769

0, 817

0. 865

O. 914

0.965
1.02

0.319
0.367

0.418
0:470

0.524

0:581

O. 638

O. 698.

0. 760

0. 823

0:887

O. 954

1, 02

1. 09

1. 16

1:23

1.31

1.38
1:46

1, 53

O. 427

0:491

0. 559

0.629
0.701

0: 776

0. 854

O. 934

1: 02

1. 10

1:19

1. 28

1. 37

46

1.55

I.; 65

1.75

1. 85

1:95

05

For each
additional
foot of crest
in excess
of ft.

rox.

0,108
0. 124

0, 141

0. 159

0:177

0, 196

0: 216

0, 236

0. 257

0, 278

0. r)03

0, 326

O. 35

0..37

0. 39 6

0:42
0.44
0, 47

0:49

O. 52

1U: of Calif. Ext. Cir, 173)
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'I' A BLE 11 (Continued) Re.ctaiigulz1h. Cbtiti-daed

Head

in ft.
"H"

Head

in inches

approx.

Ci.e§t Length (L) For ;:each

additional

foot of crest1.0 foot -L 5 feet 43 fe_et

_Flo_w in cubic feeti)er second

in excess

of 4 feet.

0. 30 3 5/8 0. 527 0: 796 1: 07 1. 61 2.16 0.55

0. 31 3 3/4 0.553 0.836 1.12 1.69 2.26 0:57

13/16 0: 580 0.876 1.18 1.77 2.37 0.60

0. 3 15/16 0.606 0.916 1:23 1:86 2. 48 0.62

(,34 41/lb 0.634 0.957 i.28 1. 94 2.60 0:66

0, 35 4 3/16 0.661 0, 999 1. 34 2: 02 ., 2. 71 0. 69

0.36 4 5/16 0.688 1.04 1.40 2.11 2.82 0.71

0,37 4 7/16 0:717 1:08 1: 45 .2-0 2. 94 0.74

0.38 49/16 0.745 1.13 1.51 2: 28 3: 06

0: 39 411/16 0.774 1.17 1,57 2.37 3.18 0.81

0. 40 4 13/16 0: 804 1. 21 1. 63 2: 46 3: 30 . 0: 84

0.41 415/16 0,833 1.26 1.69 2.55 3.42 0.87

0,4? 5 1/16 0: 863 1:30 1.75 2.6 3.54. 0.89

O. 43 . 5 3/16 O. 893 1. 35 '1. 81 2: 74 367 0: 93

0: 44 5 1/4 0.924 1.40 1.88 2. 83 3.80 0.97

0.45 53/8 0.955 1.44 1.94 2:93 3:93 1. 00

0: 46 5 1/2 0.986 1.49 .2.00 3.03 4. 05 1.02

d.47 5 5/8 1: OZ 1. 54
.,

2: 07 3.12 4.18 1.06

0.48 5 3/4 1. 05 1. 59 2. 13 3. 22 4. 32 1.10

0: 49 5 7/8 1.08 1.64 2.20 3,32 4. 45 1.13
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TABLE 11(C n nued) I . flContracted Weirs in Cubic Feet per Second

/
Head

in feet
"H"

Head

in inches
approx.

Crest Length(L)

For ea-ch

additional
foot of ores

in eXceS

of 4 feet.
(approx):

. 1:0 foot 1.5 feet 2. 0 feet 3.0 feet 4. 0 feet

Flow in cubic feet per second_
O. 50 6 1. 11 1. 68 2.26 3. 42 4. ;8 1.16

0. 51 6 1/8 1: 15 1:73 2. P 3.52 4.72 1.20

0..52 6 1/4 1.18 1.78 2: 40 3; 62, 4: 86 1.24

0,53 6 3/8 1,21 1.84 2.46 3, 73 4.99 1:26

0.54 6 1/2 1.25 1:8 2.53 3.83 5.13 i.30

0: 55 6 5/8 1.28 1, 94 2.60 3.94 5.27 1: 33 --

0.56 6 3/4 1: 31 l', 99 2.67 4.04 5.42 i.38

0.57 6 13/16 1.35 2. 04 Z; 74 -.' 4:15., 5:56 1.41

0; 58 6 15/16 1.38 2.09 2.81 4. 26 5.7i 1:44

0.59 7 1/16 1.42 2:15 2:88 4.36 5.8 ' 1.49

0: 60 7 3/16 1. 45 2. 20 2.96 4. 47 6. 00 1: 53

0. tA 7 5/16 1: 49 2; 25 3: 03 .4. 59 6.14 1;55 :

0, 62 7 7/16 1.52 2, 31 3.10 4: 69 6.2() 1.60

0:63 7 9/16 1. 56 2.36 3.17 4.81 6.44 1.63

0.64 7 11/16 1:60 2: 42 3.25 4.92 6.59 1. 67 ;

...---

0.65 713/16 1.63 2.47 3.32 5.03 6.75 1:72

O. 66 7 15/16 1; 67 2; 53 . 3. 40 5. 15 6.. 9.
1. 75

0.67 8 1/16 1,71 2.59 3:47 .5,,; 26 7 ,"....., 1+.7)

0:68 8 3/16 1.74 2.64 .3.56 5'. 38 7. ..- : i:8

0.69 8 1/4 1:78 2.70 1.63 :L5.43
, ..,_

,..,c, _ - -
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((;ontinued) Flow over Rectarri Weirsirs in Cubic Feet per Second

1-lead

in feet
Hill,

.

Head

in inches
approx

_____________CL'[e.--sgt-Len

1.0 foot 1. 5

th (L)

For each'
additional

foot of crest
in excess
of 4 feet.

feet 2.0 feet 3.0 feet 4. 0 feet

Flaw in cubic feet per second (approx).

0: 70 8 3/8 1.82 2.76_ 3.71 5.61 7, 52 1.91

0: 71 8 1/2 1:86 2: 81 '3: 78 5:73 7; 68 1. 95

0.72 . 8 5/8 1.90 2.87 3.86 5.85 7.84 1.99

0.73 8 3/4 1.93 . 2.93 3.94 5.97 8.00 2.03

0. 74 8 7/8 1:97 2.99 4.02 6:09 8:17 2: 08

0:75 9 . 2.01_, 3.05 4.10 6.21 8.33 2.12

O. 76 9 1/8 2: 05 3:11 4:18 6:33 8:49 2 :16

0._77 9 1/4 2.09 3.17 4.26 6.45 8.66 2.21

0.78 9 3/8 2.13 3.23 4.34 6.58 8.82 2, 24

0.79 9 1/2 2. 17 3:29 4:42 6:70 8:99 2:29

0:80 9 5/8 2.21 3.35 4.51 6.83 9.16 2.33

0.81 9 3/4 2.25 3 :41 4:59 6.95 9 :33 2.38

0.82 913/16 2.29 3.47 4.67 7.08 9.50 2.42

0:83 9 15/16 2.33 3.54 4.75 7.21 9.67 2.46

0.84 10 1/16 2. 37 3.60 4: 84 7:33 9:84 2:51

0 :85 10 3/16 2.4.1 3.66 4.92 7.46 10.01 2.55 ,

0.86 10 5/16 2.46 3.72 5:01 7: 59 10.19 2:60

0.87 10 7/16 2.50 3.79 5.10 7.72 10. 36 2.64

0:88 10 9/16 2. 54 3.85 5.18 7.85 10.54 2.69

0.89 10 11/16 2: 58 3:9 r 5.27 7, 99 10.71 2.72



TABLE II (Continued) Flow over Rectangular Contracted Weirs in -C ill

Head

in feet

Head

in inches
approx.

Crest Length(L)

For each
additional

foot of crest

1:0 foot 1.5 feet 2.0 feet 3.0 feet 4.0 feet in excess
of 4 feet.

Flow in cubic feet per second

(approx).

0.90 10 13/16 2:62 3.98 5,35 8.12 10.89 2.77

0.91 10 15/16 2.67 4.05 5.44 8:25 11:07 2:82

0: 92 11 1/16 2.71 4.11 5.53 8.38 11.25 2.87

0.93 11 3/16 2. 75 4;18 5.62 8.52 11.43 2.91

0.94 11 1/4 2.79 4.24 5.71 8.65 11:61 2:96

0.95 11 3/8 2, 84 4.31 5:80 8:79 11.79 3.00

0. 96 11 1/2 2.88 4.37 5.89 8.93 11.98 3:05

0 97 11 5/8 2. 93 4.44 5.98 9.06 12.16 3.10

0.18 11 3/4 2. 97 4.51 6:07 9: 20 12. 34 3. 14

0.99 11 7/8 3.01 4.57 6.15 9.34 12:53 3.19

1.00 12 3.06 4.64 6:25 9:48 12.72 3.24

1:01 12 1/8 4.71 6.34 9.62 12.91 3:29

1.02 12 1/4 4:7 6.43 9. 76 13.10 3,34

1.03 12 3/8 4.85 6:52 9:90 13.28 3. 38

1: 04 12 1/2 4.92 6.62 10. 04 13.47 3.43

1.05 12 5/8 4.98 6.71 10:18 13:6b . 3:48

1: 06 12 3/4. 5.05 6.80 10.32 13.85 3. 53

LOT 12 11/16 5:12 6:90 10.4i: 14.04 3.58

1, 12 15/16 5.20 -_,., 6.99 10.61 14. 24 3.63

L00 13 1/16 526 7.09 10,75 14,43 3.68



TABLE i ((ontinued) Flow over Rectangular Contracted Weirs in Cubic Feet per Sec:nd

Head

in feet

Head

in inches
approx.

Crest Length (L)

1.0 foot 1.5 feet 2.0 feet 3.0 feet

.15

.16

.17

.18

.19

1. 20

.21

1.22
1.23

. 24

1.25
1.26
1.27
1.28

.29

13 3/16

13 5/16

13 7/16
13 9/16

13 11/16

13 13/16

13 15/16
14 1/16

14 3/16
14 1/4

14318
14 1/2
14 5/8
14 3/4
14 7/8

15

15 L/8

15 1/4
15 5/8
15 1/2

Fib* in cubic feetr s-e-c-ond-

5.34 7.19 10.90

5.41 7.28 11.04

5.48 7.38 11.19

5.55 7.47 11: 34

5.62 7.57 11.48

5.69 7.66 11.64

5.77 7.76 11.79

5.84 7.86 11.94

5.91 7.96 12.09

5.98 8.06 12.24

6.06 8.16 12.39

6.13 8.26 12.54

6.20 8.35 12.69

6.28 8.46 12.58

6.35 8.56 12.99

6.43 8.66 13.14
. I. . . 13.30
,.. 13.45

- 13.61

410 13 77

1';r each-
additional

foot of cres

4.0 feet
in -excess

of 4 feet.
(approx);

14.64 3:74
14.83 3.79
15.03 3.84
15: 22 3: 88

15.42 3.94

15:62 3:98
15.82 4.03
16.02 4.08
16. 23 4.14
16.43 4.19

16.63 4.24
16.83 4.29
17.03 4.34
17.25 4.40
17.45 4.46

17.65 4.51

17.87 4.57
18.07 4.62
18.28 4.67
18.50 4.73



TABLE II (Continued) _Flow over Rectangular Contractec',Ireirs in Cubic Feet per Second

Head
r-
in feet

Head

in inches
appi'bk.

30

.31

.32

.33

.34

:35

.36

.37

.38

.39

40

.41

.42
,43

44

.45

. 46

47

. 48

49

50

15 5/8

15 3/4

15 13/16

15 1506

16 1/16

16 3/16

16 5/16

16 7/16

16 9/16

16 11/16

16 13/16

16 15/16

17 1/16

17 3/16

17 1/4

17 3/8

17 1/2

17 5/8

17 3/4

17 7/8

18

Crest Length (L)
For each
additional

foot of crest
in excess
Of 4 feet

(approx )

1.0 foot 1.5 feet 2.0 feet 3.0 feet 4.0 feet
Flow in cubic feet oer second

13.93

14.09

14.24

14.40

18.71

18.92
19.12

19.34

4.78
4.82
4.88

4:94
- 14.56 19.55 4.99

14 :72 19 :77 5: 05

14.88 19.98 5.10
15.04 20.20 5.16

15: 20 20.42 5:22

15.36 20.64 5.28

15.53 20.86 5.33
15.69 21.08 5.39
15.85 21.29 5.44
16.02 21.52 5.50
16.19 21,74 5.55

,10 16:34 21.96 5.62
16.'51 22.18 5.67
16.68 22.41 5.73
16.85 22.64 5.79
17.01 22,85 5.84
17.17 23.08 5.91

111
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TABLE III = Flow/ over 9_00 V-Notch Weir in Cubic Feet per Second and
Gallons per Minute

Head in feet
H"

Head in inchei
roximate )(approximate)

Flow in cubic feet
per second

Flow in gallons
per minute

0.10
O. 11

1 3/16
1 5/16

0:008
0.010

3.6
4.5

0. 12 1 7/16 O. 012 5. 4

0. 13 1 9/16 O. 016 7. 2

0. 14 1 11/16 0. 019 8. 5

0 15 1 13/16 O. 022 9.9
0 16 1 15/16 O. 026 11. 7

0 17 2 1/16 0.031 13 :9

0 18 2 3/16 O. 035 15.7
0 19 2 1/4 O. 040 18. 0

0. 20 2 3/8 0.046 20.6
O. 21 2 1/2 O. 052 23. 3
O. 22 2 5/8 0.058 26: 0
O. 23 2 3/4 0.065 29. 2
O. 24 2 7/8 O. 07? 32.3

0. 25 3 0.080 35. 9
0. 26 3 1/8 O. 088 39. 5
0: 27 3 i /4 O. 095 43.1
0. 28 3 3/8 O. 10;..) 47.6
O. 29 3 1/2 0.115 51.6

O. 30 3 5/8 0.125 56.1
O. 31 33/4 0.135 61.0
0,. 32 3 13/16 0.147 66.0
O. 33 3 15/16 0.159 71.4
O. 34 4 1/16 0.171 76,7

O. 35 4 3/16 0.184 82.6
0: 36 4 5/16 0.197 88. 4
0. 37 4 7/16 O. 211 94.7
0. 38 4 9/16, O. 226 101. 0
0: 39 4 11/16 0.240 108. 0

0



TABLE III - (Continued) - Flow over 90° V_Notch Weir in Cubic Feet
pe_rSe_c_ond'and Gallons per Minute

Head in feet
ttHit

Head in inches
approximate

Flow in cubic feet
per second

Flow in gallons
per minute

0. 40 4 13/16 0.256 115
0. 41 4 15/16 0.272 122
0. 42 5 1/16 0.289 130
O. 43 5 3/16 0.306 137
0. 44 5 1/4 0.324 145

0.45 5 3/8 0.343 154
0. 46 5 1/2 0:362 162
0.47 5 5/8 0.382 171
0.48 5 3/4 0.403 181

0. 49 5 7/8 0:424 190

0.50 6 0.445 200
0. 51 6 1/8 0: 468 210
O. 52 6 1/4 0.491 220
O. 53 6 3/8 0.515 231
O. 54 6 1/2 0:539 242

0.55 6 5/8 O. 564 253
0.56 6 3/4 0.590 265
O. 57 6 13/16 0.617 277
O. 58 6 15/16 0.644 289
O. 59 7 1/16 0.672 302

O. 60 7 3/16 0:700 314
0.61 7 5/16 0.730 328
0.62 77/16 0.760 341
0:63 7 9/16 0:790 355
0.64 7 11/16 0.822 369

0.65 7 13/16 O. 854 383
0:66 7 15/16 O. 887 398
0. 67 81/16 0.921 413
0.68 8 3/16 0.955 429
0.69 8 1/4 O. 991 445

:101= 113



TABLE III = Continued) = Flow over 90° V---Notch Weir in Cubic Feet per
Second and Gallons per Minute

Head in feet
util,

Head in inches
(approximate)

Flow in Cubic feet
per second

Flow in gallons
per minute

0.70 8 3/8 1.03 462c
0.71 8 .1/2 1.06 476

0. 72 8 5/8 1. 10 494

0.73 8 3/4 1. 14 512

O. 74 8 7/8 1. 18 530

O. 75 9 1.22 548

O. 76 9 1/8 1.26 566

0. 77 9 1/4 1.30 583

0.78 9 3/8 1.34 601

O. 79 9 1/2 1.39 624

0. 80 9 5/8 1.43 642

0. 81 9 3/4 1.48 664

0: 82 9 13/16 1.52 682

O. 83 9 15/16 1.57 705

0.84 10 1/16 1.61 723

0. 85 10 3/16 1.66 745

0.86 10 5/16 '1.71 767

O. 87 10 7/16 1.76 790

0. 88 10 9/16 1. 81 812

0. 89 10 11/16 1.86 835

0. 90 10 13/16 I. )2 862

0.91 10 15/16 1.97 884

O. 92 I I 1/16 2. 02 907

0.93 11 3/16 2.08 934

0; 94 11 1/4 2.13 956

O. 95 11 3/8 2. 19 983

0.96 11 1/2 2.25 1,010
0.97 11 5/8 2.31 1; 037

0.98 11 3/4 2. 37 1, 064

0.99 11 7/8 2.43 1; 091

=1 2- 114



TABLE III - (Contirc.-.cd) = Flow over 90° V-Notch Weir in Cubic Feet per
S e -ond and Gallons per Minute

Head in feet
',Fp

Head in inches
(approximate)

Flow in Cubic feet
per second

Flow in gallons
per minute

1.00 12 2:49 1, 118
1: 01 12 1/8 2. 55 1, 145
1.02 12 1/4 2.61 1, 171
1. 03 12 3/8 2:68 1, 203
1.04 12 1/2 '2. 74 1; 230

I: 05 12 5/8 2: 81 1-, 261
1. 06 . 12 3/4 2. 87 1, 288
1.07 12 13/16 2: 94 1, 320
L 08 12 15/16 3.01 1, 351
1:09 13 1/16 3. 08 1, 382

1. 10 13 3/16 3. 15 1, 414
1.11 13 5116 3. 22 1,-445
1:12 13 7/16 3, 30 1, 481
1.13 139/16 3.37 1,513
1.14 13 11/16 3. 44 ----- 1, 544

1.15 13 13/16 3. 52 1, ';80
1.16 13 15/16 3. 59 I, 611
1, 17 14 1/16 3:67 1, ti47
1. 18 14 3/16 3. 75 I, -683
1. 19 14 1/4 3. 83 1; 719

1.20 143/8 3.91 1,755
1.21 14 1/2 3: 99 1; 791
1; 22 14 5/8 4: 07 . 1, 827
1.23 14 3/4 4. 16 1, 867
1.24 14 7/8 4: 24 1, 903
1. 25 15 4. 33 1, 943



TABLE IV = Flow Over Ci irs in Cubic Feet per Second' :'

Head

in ft.

"H"

Head

in inches

approx;

Crest length (L)

1.0 foot 1,5 feet 2,0 feet 3,0 feet 4;0 feet

Flow in cubic feet per second

For each

additional

foot of crest

in excess

Of 4 ft,

(approx .)

0.10 1 3/16

0;11 1 5/16

0.12 1 7/16

0.13 1 9/16

0.14 1 11/16

0.15 1 13/16

0.16 1 15/16

0.17 2 1/16

0.18 2 3/16

0.19 2 1/4

1.20 2 3/8

'3,2! 2 1/a

0;22 2 5/8

0.23 2 3/4

0.24 2 7/8

0.25 3

0.26 3 1/8

0;27 3 1/4

0.28 3 3/8

0.29 3 1/2

0.107 0.160 0;214 0,321 0.429

0.123 0.185 0.246 0.370 0;494

0.140 0.210 0.280 G.421 0,562

0.158 0.237 0.316 0;474 0.632

0,177 0.264 0,352 0.528 0;706

0.195 0 293 0.390 0.586 0.782

0.216 0.322 0.430 0.644 0.860

0.237 0,353 0.470 0,705 0.941

0.258 0.384 0.512 0.768 1.024

0.280 0,417 0.555 0,832 1.110

0,302 0.450 0.599 0;898 120

0;324 0;484 0.644 0.966 1.29

0.349 0,519 0.691 1..04 1.38

0;374 0.555 0.739 1,11 1;47

0.397 0.591 0.786 1.18 1.57

0.423 0.628 0,836 1,25 1;67

0.449 0.667 0.886 1.33 1.77

0.475 0.705 0.937 1.40 1.87

0;502 0.745 0.990 1,48 1.97

0.529 0;785 1;04 1.56 2.08

*Computed from Cone 's formula: 116 0,566 L1.8
48 H .609H2

.5

0.108

0.124

0.141

0.159

0,177

0.216

0.236

0,257

0;278

0.302

0.324

0.35

0.37

0;39

0;42

0.44

0.47

6;49

0.52

Q= 3.247 LH

I + 2 L
1 8



TABLE IV R:ontinue(11 - Flow Over Cipolletti Weirs in_ Cubic Feet peric_o_nd_

Head

in ft;

"1-r

Head

in inches

6*..

CreSt length (I.,) For each

additional

foot of cres-

in excess

of 4 ft.

(approx.)

1;0 {-Mt 15 feet 2.0 feet 3.0 feet 4.0 feet

Flow in cubic feet per second

0.30 3 5/8 0;557 0;827 1;10 1.64 2;19 0.55

0.31 3 3/4 0.586 0.869 1.15 1.73 2.30 0.57

0.32 3 13/16 0.615 0.911 1.21 1,81 2.41 0.60

0.33 3 15/16 0.644 0.954 1.27 1.89 2.52 0.62

0.34 4 1/16 0.675 1.00 1.32 1.98 2.64 0.66

0-35 4_3/16 -0,705 I:04-- 38 2.75 0.69

0.36 4 5/16 0.735 1.09 1.44 2.16 2.87 0.71

0.37 4 7/16 0.767 1.13 1;50 2;25 2;99 .0;74

0.38 4 9/16 0.799 1;18 1.57 2.34 3.11 0.78

0.39 4 11/16 0,832 1.23 1.63 2.43 3,24 0.81

0,40 4 13/16 0;866 1.28 1.69 2,53 3.36 0.84

0;41 4 15/16 0.899 1.32 1,76 2,62 3,49 0.87

0.42 5 1/16 0.932 1.37 1;82 2.72 3.61 0;89

0.43 5 3/16 0.967 1;42 1;89 2.81 3.74 0.93

0;44 5 1/4 1.00 1.47. 1.95 2.91 3,87 0.97

0,45 5 3/8 1.04 1.53 2.02 3;01 4.01 1.00

0;46 5 1/2 1.07 1,58 2.09 3.11 4.14 1.02

0.47 5 5/8 1.11 1.63 2.16 3.21 4;28 1.06

0.48 5 3/4 1.15 1;68 2;23 3.32 4.41 1.10

0;49 - 5 7/8 1.18 1,74 2.30 3.42 4,55 1,13
,



TAB LE IV (Continued) - Flow Over Ci olietti Weirs in Cubic Feet per S-e-tond_

Head

in ft.

Head

in inches

approx;'

0.50 6

0.51 6 1/8

.0.52 6 1/4

0,53 6 3/8

0- .54-
-_. 6 1/2

0.55 6 5/8

0.56 6 3/4

0.57 6 13/16

0.58 6 15/16

0.59 7 1/16

0.60 7 3/16

0.61 7 5/16

0.62 7 7/16

0.63 7 9/16

0.64 7 11/16

0;65 7 13/16

0,66 7 15/16

0,67 8 1/16

0.68 8 3/16

0.69 8 1/4

Crest length (L) For each
additional

1.0 foot 1,5 feet 2;0 feet 3.0 feet 4,0 feet foot of crest

in excess

Flow in cubic feet per second of 4 fti

approx; )

1;22 1;79 2.37 3.53 4,69 1.16

1.26 1.85 2.44 3.64 4.83 1.20

1.30 1.90 2.51 3.74 4.97 1,24

1;34 1.96 2.59 3.85 5,12 1;26

-1 38 2,02 -2;66 -396- 5.26 1,30

1.42 2;07 2.74 4.07 5.41 1.33

1.46 2,13 2;81 4,18 5.56 1,38

1.50 2.19 2.89 4.30 5;71 1.41

1.54 2.25 2.97 /4.41 5.86 1;44

1,58 2,31 3.05 4.53 6.01 1.49

1.62 2.37 3.13 4.64 6.17 1.53

1,67 2,43 3.20 4;76 6.32 1.55

1.71 2,49 3.28 4.88 6;47 1.60

1.75 2;55 3.37 5.00 6.63 1.63

1.80 2.62 3.45 5;12 6.79 1.67

1.84 2.68 3.53 5,24 6.95 1;72

1.89 2.75 3.61 5,36 7,11 1,75

1.93 2.81 3.70 5.48 7.28 1.79

1.98 2.87 3.79 5.61 7.44 1.83

2.02 2.94 3.87 5.73 7.61 1,87



TABLE IV 1Continurd) Flow Over Cipelletti Weirs in Cubic Feet _per Second

Head

in f.t

"H

Hàd
in inches

approx.

Crest length (1:

1.0 foot
,.1.+

1,5 feet 2.0 feet 3,0 feet 4,0 feet

Flow, in cubic feet per second

For each
additional

foot of crest

in excess

of 4 ft;
(approx.)

0;70 8 3/8 2.07 3.01 3.95 5.86 7,77

0.71 8 1./2 2;12 3;07 4.04 5.99 7.94

0.72 8 5/8 2.16 3.1k 4.13 6.12 8,11

0,73 8 3/4 2,21 3.21 4.22 6.24 8,28

0.74 8 7/8 2.26 3;28 4.31 6.38 8.45

0.75 9 2,31 3,35 4.40 6.51 8.62

0.76 91/8 2.36 3.42 4.49 6.64 8.80

0.77 9 1/4 2,41 3.49 4.58 6.77 8.97

0.79 9 318 2,46 3.56 4.67 6.90 9.15

0.79 91/2 2;51 3.63 4.76 7.04 9.33

0.80

0.81

0.82

0.83

0.84

9 5/8 2.56 3.70 4.85 7.18 9.51

9 3/4 2;61 3.77 4;95 7.31 9.69

9 13/16 2.66 3.84 1-:;04 7,45 987

9 15/16 2.71 3.92 5.14 7,59 10.05

10 1/16 2;77 3.99 5.23 7.73 10.23

0.85 10 3/16 2.82 4,07 5.33 7.87 10.42

0,86 105/16 2.87 4.14 5.43 8.01 10.60

0.87 10 7/16 2.93 4,22 5;52 8,15 1079

0.88 10 4/16 2.98 4.29 5.62 8.30 J0,98

0.89 10 11/16 3.04 4.37 5,72 8.44 11.17

1;91

1,95

1.99

2.03

2.08'

2.12

2,16

2;21

2.24

2.29

2.33

2.38

2;42

2.46

2.51

2.55

2.A

2.64

2,69

2.72

119



TABLE IV (Continued) Flow Ov.efti eSe_concl_

Head

in ft;
1.11f1

Head

in inches

apptog.

0.70

0;91

0.92

0;93

0.94

0;95

0.96

0.97

0.98

0.99

1.00

1.01

1,02

1.03

1.04

1.05

1.06

1;07
1;08

1.09

IC 13/16

10 15/16

11 1/16

11 3/16

II 1/4

12

12 1/8
12 1/4
12 3/8
12 1/2

12 5/8
11 3/4

12 13/16

12 15/16

13 1/16

Cnst length (L) For.each
additional

1.0 foot 1.5 feet 2.0 feet 3;0 feet 4;0 feet foot of crest
inNEM1.114=.M...7111..1i=1.

Flow in cubic feet per se ccnd

excess
of 4 ft,

(approx; )

3.09 4.45 5.r? 8.59 11,36 2.77

3.15 4,53 5.92 8.73 11.55 2,82

3;20 4;60 6;02 8.88 11.74 2.87

3.26 4.68 6;13 9;03 11;94 2.91

3.32 4.76 6.23 9.17 12.13 2;96

337 4.84 6.33 9.32 12,33 3.00

3;43 4.92 6.44 9.48 12,53 3.05

1.49 5;00 6.55 9.62 12,72 3.10

3.55 5.09 6.64 9;78 12;92 3.14

3.61 5.17 6.75 9.93 13.12 3;19

3.67 5.25 6.86 10;08 13.32 3.24

5;33 6.96 10.24 13,53 3.29

5;42 7;07 10.40 13.73 3.34

5.50 7.18 10;55 13;94 3;38

5;59 .29 10.71 14,15 3;43

5.67 7.40 10;87 14;35 3;48

.__ 5.76 7.51 11.03 14.56 3.53

5.64 7.62 11.18 14.76 3.58

5.93 7.73 11.35 14,98 3.63

6;02 7;84 11.51 15.19 3.68
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TABLE IV; (Continued) - Feet per Second

Head

in ft,

Hit?

Head

in inches

a. pli itic .

f CTestlength(L) For each

--------------________
1;0 foot 1;5 feet 2;0 feet 3.0'feet 4,0 feet

additional

foot of crest

Flow in cubic feet per second
in. excess

of 4 ft.

(approx.)

1.10 13 3/16 ---- 6.11 7.96 11.68 ,15.41 3.74

1,11 13 5/16 ---- 6;20 8;07 11.84 15.62 3.79

1,12 13 7/16 ---- 6.29 = 8.18 12,00 15.84 3;84

1;13 13 9/16 ---- 6.37 8,29 12,16 16.04 3,88

1.14 13 11/16 ---- 6;46- 8.41 12.33 16.26 3,94

1;15 15 13/16 ---- 6,56 8.53 12,50 16.48 3.98
1 L

1,16 13 15/16 ---- 6;65 8,65 12.67 16.70 4,03 ---,

1;17 14 1/16 - -- 6,74 8.76 12.84 16.93 4.08

1;18 14 3/16 ---- 6,83 8.88 13.01 17.15 4.14

1,19 14 1/4 6;93 9;00 13;18 17;37 4.19

20 14 3/8 ---- 7.02 9.12 13.35 17,59 4,24

1,21 i4 1/2 ---- 7;11 9;24 13;52 17.81 4.29

1;22; 14 5/8 --.-- 7,20 9.36 13.69 18,03 4;34

1,23 14 3/4 ---- 7;30 9.48 13,87 18.27 4,40

1,24 14 7/8 ---- 7;40 9;60 14;04 18;49 4;46

1,25' 15 ---- 7;49 9.72 14,21 18.71, 4,51

1.26 15 1/8 ..._.. ____ - - -- 14;39 18;95 4;57:

1;27 15 1/4 - - -- ......_ ....... 14,56 19.17 4.62

1;28 15 3/8 ........ ........ i ...... 14,74 19.41 4.67

1.29 151/2 ____ ........ _ft._ 14;92 19;65 4.73
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TABLE IV (Contintic(II - Pow Oër 1tticVeir s in CLItti_c__Ec_et per *!cQncl

Head

in ft,

"H"

Head

ininthes

approx.

Cresflengthjft For each

additional

footofcreE

in excess

of 4 ft.

(approx.)

1.0f6ot 1.5 feet ] 20 feet 1 3;O feet 4.;0feet

-------
Flow in cubic feet per second

1;30 , 15 5/8 ____ 15;11 19;88 4;78

1.31 :-' 15 3/4' ---- ---- ____ 15,29 20,12 4;82

14 1513/16 '---- ---- ..... 15.46 20,34 4.88

1;33 15 15/16 ---- ---- 15;64 20;58 4.94

1.34 16 1/16 '---- ---- ____ 15.82 20,82 4.99

1;35 16 3/16 ---- -7-- '. 16;01 ,21.;06 _

1.36 16 5/16 ---- ---- 16.19 21,29 5.10

1.37 167116 ----
,
16,37 21,55 5.16

1;38 16 9/16 ---- ---= ____ 16.57 21,78 5.22

1.39 16 11/16 ---- ---- ____ 16.75 22.02 5.28

1.40 16 13/16 ----. ---- ____ 16.94 22.27 5.33

1.41 16 15/16 ---- ---- ____ 17,13 22,51 5.39

1;42 17 1/16 ---- ---- 17;31 22;75 5.44

1;113 173/16 ,:-.: ---- '°----- 17;51 23,01 5.50

1.44 17 1/4 17.70 23,26 5.55

1.45 173/8 '-.". --7'..
.... 17.89 23,50 .5,62

1.46 : 17 1/2 ...... 18.08 23,75 5.67

1,47 17 5/8 ..... ...... ---- 18;28 24;01 573

1;48 17 3/4 ..... 18,47 .24,26 5;79

1.49 -17 7/8 ___. ....... 18.66 24.50 . 5.84
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