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ABSTRACT

The ava11ab111ty of on11ne b1blxogxaph1c databases
greatly ‘facilitates literature searching in political science. The
advantages to searching databases online incliide combination .of
concepts, comprehensiveness, multiple database searching,; free- text
searchzng, -currency, currenf awareness services, document delivery:
service, and convenience. Disadvantages include cost, lack of back
files, equipment problems, and the 1nab111ty to. browse. Databases of

particular interest to political scientists are described. They are

organized by the following categories: political scienrce as a

discipline; related disciplines; documents; legislative, judicial,

and administrative; popular; numeric;' and book:. To demonstrate some

of the major capabilities of online searching--e.gq., search1ng for a

combxnatxon of concepts--sample computer search strateg:es are .

about the major sources in the field. Researchers, both
tradltlonallsts and behaV1orallsts,,w111 benefit from the advantages
discussed in the £1rst section of the paper. (RM)
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‘ ., INTRODUCTION

‘Computers have affected libraries enormously. Libraries are
in various stages of computerization with automated circulation
systems; adcquisition Systems, online catalogs, and online
bibliographic databases. - In reference service, to date, the
largest impact has been from the biblicgraphic databases.
This paper deals with the characteristics of online

bibliographic databases, with databases in political science; and

P

‘The focus is on computerized databases which emphdsize
periodical articles; government éaéﬁﬁéhts; conference papers, and
other materiai: These databases are provided to librarjes by
vendors. The three largest vendors are DIALOG Information
Services, Inc. (DIALOG), Bibliographic Retrieval Service (BRS),
and System Development Corporation (SDC). The political science

databases available online include such standard ones as Public

Affairs Information Service (PAIS), United States Political

Scierice Documents (USPSD), and Social Science Citation Index

(SSCI). For the most part the online databases are equivalent to

the print source with some significant differences:
N N
The capability to search these databases online or



The advantages include: =
COMBINATION OF éﬁi\j(:éiii-éi;ﬁiilti';slé ideas can be linked via
the computer. If the research topic is how Congress
stands on arms shipments to Israel; all key terms can be

_ joined using Ebbier;én operators to search for the most
relgvant articles.

SPEED: Searching can be accomplished in a mich shorter
tiie. For example; it took less than 1% minutes to
search PAIS from 1976 to the present on a human rights

COMPREHENSIVENESS: Huge collections of materials can be
scanned because of the computer's speed.

MULTIPLE DATABASE SEARCHING: Ability to search different
but related files.

FREE-TEXT VOCABULARY: Often, print indexes can only be
searched by means of standardized headings which are
imposed by the indexe: ;. .In the online environment; in
most cases, searchers are given the option of Using
search terms which narmaiiy oceur in titles of articles

L -

CURRENCY: The databases are updated regularly and are
usually ahead of their print counterparts: Some
databases, e:g:.; Newsearch; exist to provide the most
current information possible ;ﬁa are upaéted daily.

CURRENT AWARENESS SERVICE: A researcher can get monthly
printouts of = items on iii.é.}hé'r topic without having to




search the iﬁdexes.iabbribusiy.
DocUMENT DELIVERY SERVICE: Documents can be ordered
oriline. Although this service is expensive, it may be
the best solution in terms of obtaining needed documents.
CONVENIENCE: Searching can be done anywhere with a
terminal, password, modein, and a phone.*

The disadvantage of searching da;abéééé online include
tbsf: Databasas cost from $25 to $120 per connect hour
searching. Libraries usually rét(ﬁér these costs from
the individuals.’ Users fay also . be cﬁargéd
telecommunications costs. In some cases, iibrarééé may
pick up certain percentage of these cast§.> In aﬁ§ case,
thesa practices vary but the fact is that . online

searching is - more expensive than manual searching. But

»

of searching and the

. it is a tradeoff, i.e.; the ease
\\\“ : time saved may compensate for the costs of online

L g e - >
searching.

BAck FILES: Most databases only go back to the middle of
the 1960's and many -aré much -less retrospective. For-
example, PAIS only goes back ts 1976. However; as time

X - - i SR
passes, this factor may become less important. Already;

for example, Comprehensive Dissertation Index is
A .

available from 1861 to the present and thé Philosopher's

R ) e
*Ryan E. Hoover: The Library and Information Manager's Guide to
Online Services.  White Plains, NY: Knowledge Industry
Publications, 1980, p:19; and Allen Kent) '"The Potential of

On-Line Information Systems" in Allen Kent and Thomas J.: Galvin.

The Online Revolution in Libraries: Proceedings of = the . 1977 °

Conference in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania, New York, NY: Marcel
Dekker, 1978, p:22: :




Index from 1940 to the present. Further; many
cesearchers are mc:é inter.<ted in curremnt literature
than in older literatura. Again, this factor may be more
 important tHan the unavailability of retrospective files.
EQUIPMENT PROBLEMS: Sometimes there are problems ;w"i'tii
terminals, and often there ; ;fe' telecommunication
problems:

SERENDIPITY: Since searchers do .not tend to browse

online; because of costs, serendipity may often be lost.*

SpECIFIc DATABASES:

«

to political scientists and their students. This section divides
some of these databases into applicable categories. The

_ . ~ 777‘7777 L o STt s -
-Pisciplines; Documents; Legislative, Judicial; and Administrative
Databases; Popular Databases; Numeric Databases; dnd Book
Databases. Information -on the databases was derived from the

\ catalogs of DIALOG, SDE, and BRS, as well as from

[ o

#Maureen Pastine and Laura Osegueda. "Camputer Databases in

Academic Libraries: Implications for Teachers and Scholars of
Languags and Literature." Paper presented at the Modern Language

- Association ?ﬁﬁﬁél Convention, Los Angeles, December 28; 1982.
#*Martha E. Williams, Laurence Lannom, and Carolyn G. Robins.
Computer-Readable Databases: A Directory and Data Sourcebook

Washington,DC: American Society for Information Science; 1982.




POLITICAL SCIENCE AS A DISCIPLINE:
The major databases in this category are familiar onés. They

include Public Affairs Information Service International’ ihich

contains references to the Bulletin from ° 1976 te the present and

also from Foreign Language Index from 1972 to the present:

. Social SciSearch which is the online name for Social Science

Citation Index and United States Political Science Documents are

the other two major discipline-related databases.

- 5

Re:ATED DiscIPLINES:
,‘ _ _ _ . _ _ _ _ n _ N . N \;7 . . o
Databases in closely related fields include America: History

and Life and Historical Abstracts. There .are a number of

:databases in criminal justice -including the Criminal Justice

»

1975. Psychological Abstracts and Sociological Abstracts are

.available online, as are a number of management databases..

-
DoCUMENTS
Bibliographic control in the area of federal government
documents has increased substantially in the last fifteen years.
Much of the improvement has been due to the puhlishing efforts of

Congressional Informatio. Service. Of the ' Congressional

index,

Congressional publications, and Americam Statistics

covering the statistical publication: of the federal government,

are available ornline. Access to -documents will bte even more

a5



enhanced when CongresSional Information Service's Statistical

Reference Index and Index to Internatiotial Statistics, which just

started publication, become available online. In addition, the

Monthly Catalog of United States Government Publications is

onlins with records going back to 1976 and the Goverident

Printing Office has also made the Publications Refereice File

(PRF) available online. Thé index.to technical reports published
by the National Technical Iniformation Service is online and
covers literature back to 1964.

LEGISLATIVE, JUDICIAL, AND ADMINISTRATIVE DATABASES

-

Some of the most interesti?g and useful databases are for

legal resources. LEXIS and WESTLAW offer full-text of court

decisions online: There is a database called Federal Register

=3

.For articles in law journals Legal Resource Index is ﬁféduced

to 1980; but it includes citations to Jlaw-related articles from
) :

IAC's databases for magazine and newspaper articles.

-

Information on pending: legislation and its status is fairly

nedrly  impossible to find for various states.* Several

- L L o . e
macHine-readable databases have been produced which do incivde
. N

-

#Nancy P. Johnson; Reference Use of State Governmemt Information

in Law Libraries: Government Publications Review 10(March-April
1983)208. 4 : :




information om state bills. Some of these are not typicaiiy
maiketed to libraries. A example ' is LEGI-SLATE which is
available through i.?.' Skarp. LEGI-SLATE includes bills for the
Unitec States and Texas. Commerce Clearing flouse has récentiy‘
L _ made available EBlliBférié§; especially ﬁa law }ibrariég, its

Elecezen;c Legislative Search Service (EESS). ELSS ,cannains

1nf3rmat16n on fedetal bills amd bllls from all fifty states. It

iriclides bill histories; and it is updated frequently Subjgcf
access ic, this database is available but a&kwgrd to wuse. Not -
. '\, N
surprisingly, the datab ze is very eiﬁéﬁ§i§é§ it costs $190 perx
connect hour or over $3.00 per minute:
Anéﬁﬁé? Véf§ iﬁtérééting;da?éﬁé§é which provides information
Lot easily available before is Votes. It contains the ''complete

.

_record of U.S. Congress roll calls " from 96th Congress; First
Session to the present, iﬁai_'aaiﬁg dates, procedures; titles;
Subject terms, and totals:"* . :
_ | 3
PoPULAR DATABASES - ; , .
These databases ﬁfaviaé dccess. to magazinmes and newspapeirs
éﬁd are éxtreﬁéi§; useful for cqrreﬁt events and ﬁbiitit§. They
Serve to éﬁpﬁié&éﬁt PAIé. ‘Three of the most® iﬁpbétéﬁt:gébuiar
databases are Magazine *Index;, National Newspaper ihd;%; and

Newsearch all produced by Information Access Corporation (IAC):

Magazine ‘Index covers 370 magazines .while National- NePapaper

lndex covers fhe Cbrxstian Science Monitor; The New York Times,

~

#iiiliams,; p.1202= . : , ,
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databases. It js updated daily so it iiEéEéii§ covers

. yesterday's stories.

aiid The Wall Street Journal. Newsearch is the update Ffor

Magazine IndeX, and National Newspaper Index and other IAC

yesterday's mnews, Never before Wwas there subject access tc

_Other popular gatabases include Newspaper Index which covers

ter. néewspapers SlUch as the Saﬁ Francisco Chronicle; the Chlc age

Tribtiie, and the Déﬁver Post It also includes an Index to Black

ﬁéwég"gf" The Néw York Tiﬁeé Informatlon Bank which is; now

<

markete;\iy Mead pata, and UPI Neds also fall 1nto thls category:

Nu MERIC DATABASES

Many political sc1entists are dealing with numeric databases
for their reseafch. These aatabagés @ay be those generally

available, such as the censis tdpes, or, ories that thé researcher

e o N

has created ron hig/her own: Numeric databases are' outside the
EE

scope of thlS ﬁiﬁer, but 1ibrar1es ;are‘Beéémiﬁg aware of their

Tesponcibility to iist and house these fiies;l;fhere are many

Well known archives for the numeric files; the most important for

political science is: the Inter-University Consortium for
- , S - - )
Political and Socigl Research (ICPSR).*

L

- ‘ -

*Janet K. Vavra and Erik W. Austit, "“Inter-University

 Consortium for Poljtjical and Social Research A Social Science

Data Archive Shaped by User Environments" in Joseph Raben and
Gregory Marks; eds, Data Bases in the Humanities.and Social

Sciences New York. Noxth Holland Publishing Company, 1980.
'Pp.9-13: ; L , o

-
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'searching and for identifying which libraries own an item. A

Probably the biggest database in this category is the defacto

national ‘cataloging system, OCLC, which.is headquartered 1in

" Columbus, Ohioc.- This database includes nine million records for

books, monographs, serials, and periodicals. It does not include

citations toaindividual articles in periodicals nor does  the
' % < - . .
system, at this point, allow ‘for subject searching. ' Access

points are by author, title, and corporate entity. OCLC is a
tremondous resource : for libraries. Besides its tse in library

technical processing; "it is a ' pdwerful resource for known ifem

similar system is Research Libraries Informgion Network (RLIN)
. . [y - / -

which, is operated by the Research Libraries Group locatéd at

Stanford - University. - RLIN; like 0CLE; consists of .

. machine-readable catalog records and; unlike OCLE; allows subject

database which is Books in Print.
-SAMPLE SEARCHES

- The purpose of this séction is to deménstrété‘séme of the
major capabiTities of. onlife searching. The first and most

important capability 'is the searcher's ability to search for a

01



combination of concepts.

For this sample search the topic of human rights and foreign

"policy was used. The database which seemed most appropriate was

PAIS. This topic cai be expressed as a combination of two
concepts: human rights and foreign policy. When eiitered iiito the
system; the searcher's query looked like this:

File 49: PAIS International - 76-83
7ss human (w) right? and foreign (w) polic???

Set Items  Description

708 human (w) right?
839 foreign (w) polic???
40 2 and 3 .

LN =

The computer showed that there were 708 citations where the

for right or rights or for some other term - whose first five

letters are right) occur adjacent to each other. Similarly;

root word 'polic' occur side by side. Set number 3 ° shows that

there were only 40 citations in which both the - combinations of

»

keywords described above opccur. Thesé 40 citations; of course,

are expected to deal with the twin concepts of human rights and

foreign policy. This is an excellent example of the use of

.

_ - S o L ., . . . .
Boolean operator AND which limits the output of a search. In.

contrast, the OR operator which is shown in a later gkémpié
expands. the search: . g s

- not provide subject or any other kind of .access to extremely

*

o 12



current material. .The best current indexing lagged two to three
* fionths behind. Computers have not done ;way‘with,éii time-lags,

but significant improvements have. been giade. One of "the most

interesting databases is NewSearch which contains 45 days of

material and is updated daily.. For current political topics this .

PR ,,,,,,,,,',,,‘ : I T - ,,,t,,,,,','”, o

database provides .ifivaluable information. For example; the

’ a
————— [

phrase 'gender gap is a phrase which is curreatly+in vogue. One

A ' can search the NewSearch database for this subject using the
following strategy: .

. File 211: NewSearch

i 95 gender (W) gap

-

7]

T AR S
et Items .Description

—_— e

6  gender (w) gap

-

e T e a2 L
The computer found six articles which used the phrase gender gap.
I was interested in women's attitudes toward President Reagan and

L F , I
‘how women ars: predicted to, vote. Most of the citations were

relevant including one in the Washington Post on the women's
1 ; : ]
i pclitical caucus meeting.* It's date was July 9, 1983, and the

search was done on July 18, 1983. . Ore .citation; however,
exemplifies the problem caused By-k§?wara searching: It was on

the great American gender gap for singles.**
. L

When an alternate search strategy was used the results were

#Elizabeth Bumiller, "Getting Tough "with the Geneder: Gap:

Candidates, Courtship and Clout at the Women's Political Caucus."
Washington Post July 9, 1983, p.Cl,col:5:

#%Ann Corbett, "Singles: The Great American Gender Gap."
Washington Post July 14, 1983, p.F5; col.l. o
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such betters The search was done using the terms 'Reagan;'
‘women,' and 'female:' The online search Strategy was:
(Reagan) and (wom?n or female?)
[

This strategy retrieved 28 citations or "hits.’ :

~»
.

Searching related databases is one of the major advantages of

computer searching: Tg illustrate this point, a search was

sources. For instance, there were articles in the Journal of

Social Psychology, the Gerontologist, and Sociology and Social

Research: An_ example " of an interesting citation is the
following: .

2



.

A

65-12564 Vol No: 65 Abstract No: 12564
THE MOTIVATION AND POLITICAL ALIENTATION OF OLDER
AMERICANS-

Cox; Hatbld -
Indiana State U, Terre Haute - -
N International Journal of Aging & Human Development 1980

AL

Vol 11(1) 1-12 CODEN: IJADDT ISSN: 00914150
Language: ENGLISH Document Type: JOURNAL ARTICLE
~Examined the relationship between the personal motivatlon
(qhetberflngernallyfQriexternglly oriented) and the feeling
of political incapability, political discontentment,
and anomie among 152 55-102 yr old individuals.

Descrlptors AGED MIDDLE AGED MOTIVAFION INTERNAL
EXTERNAL LOCUS OF CONTROL, POLITICAL ATTITUDES, ANOMIE

Identifiers: intetnal vs external locus of Control
political incapability & discontentment & anomie, 55-102 yr
olds ¢

Section Headings: 2840 (PSYCHOLOGICAL & PERSONALITY
DEVELOPMENT)

'Y
1



A second example of <earching in related databases used the

topic of the corporate influence on political action committees.

—

Using PAIS, the following strategy was developed.

 File: 49 PAIS International’ S
7ss political (w) action w) committee? and (business?
or corporation? or compan?)

Set itémsi Description

—_— —_ e

57 .political (w) action (v committee
10141 business? g :
3952 corporation?
<~ 3173 . compan? _

27 i and (2 or 3 or &) ;

w W

The 27 citations found -in PAIS were relevant. The search
strategy was - saved, éﬁa; without retyping, was input into
Sociclogical Kﬁé;razi§j The same process could be fépéatES'aitﬁ
bisiness and other relevant databases.

e . i
| THE IMPACT ON TEACHING AND RESEARCH

» ’

Machine-readable databases and online searching are in fairly
sophisticated stages 4lthough there will still be many changes
and improvements. It is definitely time for librarians and
scholars im other Eieiéé to assess the impact bfféﬁééé databases

i teaching and research:

a

The major concern about teaching and online searching is that
students will not learn liow to 4o ‘literature searching nor about
the major sources in the field. As one scholar ébﬁﬁéﬁFSi

{ detect already among many college students a maive trust
in the efficacy, of the machine and g;williﬁgﬁéssiigo use it

so as to subvert the educational experience that a term



X

paper is meant to provide, The traditional manual search

-

yields much §Eigéblé knowledge as a byproduct of locating

relevant information®
The best approach is not to discourage students from using
online searches but to inform and ts teach tﬁém about literature
searching géﬁéféii§.éﬁa §§ééifitéli§ about wﬁéﬁ online searching
is -appgapfiéfé; Faculty members, when they design assignments
‘with library-related eaapaﬁgﬁtg should consider if the students
can wisely use the online capabilities. " For example, one of the
¥

benefits of taking political science courses for students may be:

that they learn the need for regular reading of newspaPfers and

other mews sources.®% With databases like NewSearch students can

get access to a variety of current news articles on thc same
- - P - - ,} J - R
subject and analyze and compare the information given and the

N~ . v vz
points of view expressed. - ;)///

e g

It is very important to continue to give students an overview

scienice students this overview can be:.given by a librarian or a

faculty member as part of a research methods course or as
individual lectures in various courses. Whatever the method,
students need to be aware that they must use the Universal

Reference System as well as USPSD online for access to the

-

Advocdcy of students' uSe of online searching is mixed with a

#Stephen K. Sloan, "Computer Searching: A Prime: for the
Uninformed Scholar,'" Academe 68(Nov-Dec 1982):14.

#*Daniel F. Detzner, 'Developing the News Habit _ in the
Introductory Americgn Government Course;" Teaching Political
Science 9(Summer 1982):177-184.

{!
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real concern about iibraries' cost arrangement. -Many students
4ill not have §10:00 or §15:00 for online searches; and they
should not be excluded because they cannot pay. Perhaps
pbiiticaivsciencéhdepariﬁénié need to set aside a sum of money to

-~

use for student online searching. Libraries can try to find

alternate ways to subsidize this service. One .alternate way is

to cancel subscriptions for paper copies of indexes; but that

does rniot seem to be an acceptable alternative. Librarians and
. {

faculty members should work together on some experimental

!
different case than undergraduates. There is no doubt in my mind

oniine searches in combination with other strategies.
Once students are using the online searches, faculty members
need to address the problems which arise when too many citations

ire retrieved. Students will need to be advised by faculty

members and librarians- about choosing appropriate topics; neither

77777 selection of

sources will be very important. Facilty members may want to

advise students only to use scholarly Sources or to use scholarly

data: These issues 4are the same ones that are important in any
literature search. Perhaps compiuter access will help students
AN ;

focus on som8 of these basic principles.

.

One aspect of online searching will cause as much trouble for



ff students as facalty. Since more citations are likely-to be
retrived, individual libraries will have a smaller percentage of

tlie sources cited. Libraries need to continue and to strengthen
their cooperative collection development work and interlibrary
loan arrangements. Students and faculty also may have to pay for
the documents sold by the:various vendors . i v

RESEARCH
Political Scientists seem to be catsgorized into two groups:
the traditicnalists and the behavioralists: According to-
¢ Smalley's fine article on the literature of political science
traditionalists will use library resources heavily in traditional
potitical science sources, history material and legal sources.*
They will interpret, describe, explainm; and make t&§67§tﬁdié§ of
the library material. The behavioralists will use statistical
data heavily. They will use traditional literature lags, but .
they will be interested in material from the other social
<ciences. They wili also use data archives and -data they
themselves produce: The behavioralists will do their research by
testing "hypotheses within a framework of theory téha by

focusing] on behavior of individuals.'** B

O
The benefits of online searching for scholars doing
traditional research Seems obvious:. Better and quicker access to

-

T - - o "
material will be a real benefit: As with the databases giving

The Discipline, the

¥Topsy Smalley, "Political Science:
Literature, and the Library" Libri 30(March 1980) 33-52.

v

N

w##Smalley, p.49.

18 _
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. software has been developed which makes searching easier. It

'

information on state bills, more databases will be created to

open new areas for traditional research. For the behavioralists,

preliminary literature searching'eveﬁ;.if their ﬁrdjects center
around data they gener&te. Their need to use material from other
disciplines will be greatly facilitated 'by online searching. 'In
fact, researchers using behavioral 'methdds; may use online
searching more readily because they will use ccmputer; in dthe;k
argas of their research: A |

Both types of researchers will benefit from .Eﬁé advantages
discussed and demonstrated earlier in this ﬁ&ﬁéf:l~ééﬁﬁiﬁéfiéﬁ of

service to keep in mind is current awareness updates. When a

]

update to the database. The'updates usually aré monthly.

. Presently online searching is primarily done By"a librarian,
generally, in the presence of the questioner: The iibrarian and
the scholar work out the %éérch statement and, consequently, the
search strategy together, and the iiBééfiéﬁ ;iiﬁﬁfé the

information: It is not ideal to have this intermediary between
the scholar and the database: Databasa vendors are developing in
two areas which eventually will change this situation. First,
also offers help online, and it interfaces with the search

&
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langiages of all three of the major bibliographic vendors.

) DIALOG and BRS, are

Secondly, at least two of the vendors, )
. 2 B

microcomputer users.

marketing some of their files directly t&
~

The searching is not as sophisticated as their full systems, but
preliminary searching is quite feasible. Oge can predict that
within a relatively short time, perhaps ten years, most scholars

will be doing their own on’ine searching.

ConcLusION

facilitates literature searching ir  political science:

R .

LY
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