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Project Description < - - -

_ HISTORY JY THE BIO==CK |san educational dusign seeking to strengthen the
teaching of history in <thellington Public Schools by focdusing attention om

the role of architectur--e ai the design process in American social hisliory.

The program wlll also fe=ocujattention on the redevelopment that is taking

place in Arlirgton at tThe jesent time, and will help student€ understand

that what isbeing buil =t inkrlington at the present time will be left to

future generatlons as 2 rewd of our sociery. In looking at the past in our
country, students will ~he nle to discover that buildings are as much a record -
of the past s any othe =¥ historical evidence and reveal the tastes dnd values '
of a particulir time. : ’ : '

Plan of Actim -
. . ! . \. : = ~ : : : _ ~ _

Teacher wrkshops —yett held during ‘the summer of 1982 and 1983 to
familia~+ze teachers wi_ th wchitectural copcepts and the design process as it
fitted into social hist ory The workshops were followed by writing sessions

 which translated concep - ts Jurned into units of study at seVeral elémentary .
and secondary levels in_ history and social studies courses. The units written
during the sumer of 19 - 82 wre piloted by several teachers during the 1982-83
school year. They were - thmevaluated and revised durinp the summer of 1983. |
" During the same, time peé- xiol experiences in architecture and social history
were providedas.an ins <ervie program for a much wider group of teachers. The
units will pe published anldistributed widely during the fall of 1983 to all
interested teachers. i
Qﬁfrrigplum Uniltg: ’

The follwing unit s wre produced by the pfaject: .

= , A,

Grade Leiel Title | , “

4=5 Wt Did It Look Like Then? i
Elfiteenth Century Architectural Elements
« 7-8 Tredman's Village: Arliﬁﬂg,tx:m,z Virginia ~

* ’ lSéﬂElQDQ ' -

7-8 — Bleck Study: Learning About Your Local Community

7-8 _ TiTese Walls Could Talk!’ o
T Story of Arlington House Before The Civil War

11 T Capitol Experience in Washington, D.C.

a

. Supportedby a grant férom e Natiopal Endowment for the Humanities, ES-1 930-81 .
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Each unit includes lesson descriptions and teacher and student materials
needed “or teaching/léaruing. 1In addition, all the visuals and sources are  °
included. While the units use local Arlington sites and may be construad as
local history, the concepts of the units may be adapted to.any location. Im
addition, the units en Arlington House (Custis=Lee Mansion in Arlington —
National Cemetery) and Freedman's Village in the same location, and on the _
U.S. Capitol have national significance. The two units on Arlington House and
Freedman s Village together provide a unique way to look at the Civil War
period. The Freedman's Village unit opens up a long neglected aspect of loeal
and national Black history. .

o

Skills Ié“ngLearggd‘ o : e

- . Students learning from these units can be expected to acquire -the
following skills: : -
; 1. Be able to identify the major architectural styles used in
" American towns and cities and und®rstand the historical
reasons for the popularity of these styles.

2. Understand the interrelationship between architecture and

design and the social history in the growth of  American

communities. '

3. Be able to use the study of architecture as a tool to unlock
historical information using visual literacy and critical
:thinking skills.’ . ’ -

. 4. Undarstand the ways in which the use of spéce effects the way
s people: 1ive and work. '
5. Understand the forces (political, social, economic) .within a

community which determine how space within thar community is
used, and how historically, these forces have been influenced.

The Results R

This unit, If These Walls Could Tdlk! is the story of Arlington House befor:
the Civil War teveals life in a plantation house located across the Potomac River
from the nation's capitol and owned by members of the Washington and Lee familie:
This -unit, written by Bonnie Pfoutz, téacher of 7-8 grades at Swanson and H-B
Woodlawn schools, takes a fégk at thé role that the house played both in
architectural importance and in history and should appeal to studénts at several
levels. in the schogls. 2 ’ :

Martha Swaim, Pronjector Coerdinator
Sdymour B. Stiss, Project Directoer

- * . _ ‘ ‘V Seﬁtember, 1983

*
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Introduction

This umt was orXEdiginally intended to be thefirst of two units which,
would use architecturess to identify the many cultiral and economic dif-
férences between the ™North and South prior to theCivil War. Although a
similar unit is not 'ye==t available to study a Northern town, this unit still
provides a vehicle formm studying Soutnern society, . '

The “estate surror=inding Arlington House was mt referred to as a plan-

“tation, In spite-of t==his, a study of the materiil available regarding -

Arlington House provices significant insight intothe various roles and
cultural distinctions  present in antebellum Soufhern society. As Werk-

sheet #2 in Lesson I1ES® indicates, the vast majority of the Southerners owned
less than 10 slaves. Clearly, the majority of Swtherners did not live on
large plantations. A  study of those plantationsdoes, however, illustrate
the lifestyles of the Southern leaders and also gives a good idea of the
social dlstlnctlans pt—esent in that society.
= - E‘é

Arliﬁgt@n House wmwras originally chosenwhs the focus for this-unit be~
cause of its easy accee=ssibility. One pleasant surprlse was to discover how
helpful the National P=ark Service personnel werein locating any information
available which relate==d to this unit. A similarstudy could be made of
other historic houses  using whatever pictorial a/or written evidence is
available, . . :

Often local histo-erical societies or local lilrariés can provide enough
informtion to create  similar activities. If nothing is available locally,
the National Park Serv—ice at Arlington House maybe able to supply brochures
and pictures. to fill i _n for some of the slides, . o

It t’:snnét ba Lfc;ic': stréngly stated that beiﬁg able - to visit the house
St.udents wE_fE very anx.-ious to visit the hcusaf}ley had been studying. They.
came with questions abe=out the people they had stylied and they wanted to
see the physical evidex nce of the 11f35§yle they had hypctheglzed about.,
(See Appendlx #2).

4

This unit was creaxated for use in the 7th grade Amer;:sn Stud;eg CUurri-
culun, It could be ad=_apted for use in other grals, -The unit works very
well in conjunction wiT th the Freedman's _Village wit also written under the
HISTORY BY THE BLOCK g=—rant. Both units deal withthe same par;e; of land
showilg its use before and after the Civil War.

- =

About- Arliifgg;qniﬁagse

Atlington House wa=as built in the early 1800'sbjy George Washington
Parke (ustis. Mr., Cus®tTis was the grandson of Martha Washington.  His father,
John Parke Custis, dieewd when G.W.P. Custis was mot yet a year old. The
Washingtons raised G.W—.P. Custis and his older sister at M-unt Vernon. It
was John Custis who pumexrchased the land which later became the Arlington
Estate, After Mrs. Wa==shington's death, G.W,P. Cutis decided to build a home
on the’high land on the=e Arlington Estate. :He wanted a suitable home for his
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bfiﬂésté*bé,i ‘In 1831, G.,W.P. Custds' daughter, Mary Anne Randolph’ Custls
married Robert E. Lee. %he Lees made Arllngian House their home untdl
1851.

The house itself was started in 1802. By 1804, both.the North and
South wings of the house were habitable. They were rniot- connected, hawever,
until the center section gf the house was completed in 1817. '
'ite‘ % : : ’ i N =

The style'of the house is Greek Revival as evidenced by the massive
columns and pediment of the front porch. There are many unanswered questions
abaut\zhe acgual plans for the hcuée. EvidEﬁce IEVEElEd during regent re—

after 125 ariglnal ccnstfu;ﬁian§<,The flgar levels were changed in grder to
allow the two wings to be joined by “the-. ;enter section.

As the sl;deg shgw ‘in detail, there are ﬁuméraus srchite:tutal detailsj
characteristic of the Greek and Roman Revival' sfyles.'~1ha symmetry of the
house, -as well as its front view,. are examples. Other dgtails from the in-
terior of the house show the craftsmanship and care taken in the building of
the house. . The'plans for the slave quarters behind .the house itself are an
indication of the type of details that Mr. Custis felt were impartant.

£

nﬂ b
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gy Toe have students recogn i e and idEﬁEify an anfebellum Southnern

Plantation House

1. Student

8 will be able to draw/sketch a pl,antaticm house
from a primafy sourc

e desgriptitmi!r .

v , o, :;Lass disu:ussign; 7 _— ; e
flrin less : 1. _Desc:fiptign sf "mystery house
2. Plain paper .
3. Craygns, ‘markers, etc:. ) + T
4. Tape > T )

5. Blackboard and chalk or overhead prajec;tar, blsnk
- traﬂsparem:igs and marker

%

 feac=her o o o Student’ :
Reaédess:;fiptiﬁﬁ of "‘"*ygtéfy" hause- ‘Listens. ’
fistude==nts to draw pieture of the g Students draw.

e in the verbal deséripti:m.

M stude==nts to ghare drawingsg Put Students put picturesz on
fkpleti==ares on the -board. Encourage . . board. Point out '
i to Smmdentify similarities in their - similarities for teacher
pictures_ List similarities on .the ’ Jtn list on bgafd; 8

hrd andET on. a transparency. .(Probable .

slnllsri;iés shnuld include):

blufi=—=s ‘4nd pediments
‘hickM stone construction - . . ] .
large symmetrical building g

stude==nts - "Where is this house?” - ) .
it cam=” vou tell a‘baut the peaple 4An - : , Respond to ‘questions.
s hous==e? ; ' ‘
pople== and roles . -
chataf‘:t;atisl;igs
it fesg{msgs aﬁ board or on a trans- ) ’ _
ey . (Have a copy made to keep for \
filire I%ferengé) ) ) A .

- ) .\ .
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Tea:hr T , ‘ ’ Student

theit predic:ti ons are carfect. e
Save pictures,; the lis c:! similarities, ;
and save a copy of the ﬂents' » -
predictions. . - ' ’ v -
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Hystéry Hﬁuse Description
i ' ~ ’

To- the iea:her; o

This description is an abr;dngﬂt 2nd edited verg;an, of a lettér,
printed in The Virginia Hagasiﬁé of History and Bingraphy,)Apfll 1949

pp. 140-175, publlshéé by the Virginia Historical Sgclety, Rlchmand

‘The letter was written by Blanche’ Berard in 1856 after she VLBltEd
‘Martha Custis Williams at Arlington House. Martha Custis Williams wag
the grand-neice of George Washington Parke Custis. At the time of her’
visit, Mr, Cust;s, Martha Williams, and Mrs. Robert E. Le2 were the only
famlly members at the house. The cgmﬁlete 1étter also deszribes the ’
Capitol, White House, and Mt. ~Vernfn at that E1E8;

" . [

e S -




THE LETTER
For myv dear Hother and Sisteés and f[er Mrs. Vaughan.
Palham Priory April 18, 1856
My dearest Mother,

More than a fortnight ago I fECEiVEd a letter from Markie inviting me
most kindlv and temptingly to . I replied tli = 1g nen
would prevent my leaving the ry before lst July and Ehen it would be
too warm for a visit to Vlfglﬁlﬂ 1 added that we should have a week's

vacation beginning on the casuing Wednesday, but as it was only a week
would be of no avail for a visit at

L
:.T'
o %
[a
3
)
g
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w
m
ﬂ
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g such a distance. The following Monday I
received another letter from Markie begging me so urgently to come now, and
giving so many g@ad reasons for it that T really could not help taking the
matter inte consideration. The question whether it were worth while to go
onlv for one brief week did occupy my mind for -the remainder of the morning.
Abourt two o'clock I decided in the affirmative, and after dismissing my
afternoon class. I went to my room, packed my trunk, and decided to begin my
journev that very evening. The plan was to spend the night in Brooklyn and
start earlv Tuesdav morning for Washington. I left the Priory about six
o'clock., and after waiting at the Depot. took the cars at New Rochelle at
7 "eloek. When the baggase Express man came round 1 asked if he would have

.myv trunk 2zt the N..J.R.R. th; next morning by the 8 o 'clock train. He promised

but demanded pavment beforehand. T demurred., preferring to pay on delivery
of baggage. He insisted however and 1 gave him the quarter. When he lefc,
mv ladv-neighbour remarked that the Express agents were very trustworthy.

This opened a conversation in which I discovered that she too was going to
Brooklyn., In a few minutes the gen®leman before us left his seat and then

the lady Ebld me that he too was a Brooklynite but she’could not reocall his

name. Soon he returned to his seat. Later the gentleman was discovered to be

a Mr. Corning of Brooklvn, and the ladv the widow of Capt. Thos. Brittom. We

had a verv pleasant conversation, and flnally Mr. Corning took me under his. ¢

Wi ng, and landed me safelv at - -Uncle Robert's door. The next morning by a few )
minutes after 7 o Qlcck Mesier and I started for the 8 o'clock N.J.R.R. train.
REﬁLhiﬁg Fulton Ferry we found a large vessel directly across the slip on the
N.Y. side, and as there was a prospect of waiting a half hour before crossing,
HESlef proposed our ‘trving the iJall St. Ferry. We walked thither very rapidly,
and reached it just in time to see the boat push off. Took the next boat, -
then a Wall St. omnibus on the N.Y. side, and reached the Jersey City Ferry
within a very few minutes of the boat s leaving. Mesier went fo look up my
baggage, and I applied fur a ticket. Told that was not -the office for through
tirkets to Wa ahlﬁ?EDﬂ [ must go to another place, or 1 could get it on the

boat. Forgettidg entirely in my confusion that they would not check my baggage
mntil | showed the ticket: and-that Mesier could do nothing w1Lhﬁut 1t I :
marched ov board the hoat and took a trip to Jersey City leaving !
for me. Finding my baggage was mnot on the boat, L re-crossed 7o

Mesier had deposited my trunk in the Express aEf ice, with orders

be sent on in the 6 o'clock evening train. I felt a little disgppaintgd;

o

""pelham Priorv,” Westchester County, New York, a noted school which wis
) "especlally regarded with favor by young ladies of the Southern United
States.” 2 . - .
i F
b g
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'ere ancther day had passed, I realized all the kindness of the Providence
which detained me. Had I gone in rhat train, I should have reached Washlggtaﬁ
in the evening which would have increase’ ten-fold my trouble in getting to

the house. After seeing to my baggage, I walked to Harry's Store, and sent

for Mesier. He was greatly relieved, and it was decided that I should go on

to Philadelphia in the 11 o'clock train AM and spend the evening at Dr. Vaughan's
until 11 at night when I should take the cars for Washington, and arrive there
at 6 o'clock on Wednesday morning. Harry went with me to the cars and I pur-
chased a through ticket for $7.50. Reaching Philadelphia I took an omnibus to
Mr. Williams in Vine St. They treated me very kindly and cordially, and after
staying an hour or so, I walked to Dr. Vaughan's. About 1/2 past 10 o'elock

we got into a carriage and drove to the cars. Being arranged for night traveling
they are luxurious affairs. When my friend- had gone, I prepared to make myself
comfortable. First however, I had an interview with the conductor. : I told him
I was alone and asked him to look after me. To which he replied, "With the
greatest pleasure.” He then introduced me to a man, whom he called "Mark' who
was the Conductor all the way through to Washlngtﬂn. Mark took-the very best
care of me at"Harve de Grace, where we crossed-the Susquehannah in a boat, and
took another set of cars, and also at Baltimore, where we changed again. Just'
after leaving Baltimore, I wrote a pencilled hurried note to Markie, telling

her that I was on my way to Washington, where 1 expected to arrive abcut day-
light, and should wait in the ladies' room at the Depot, until the carriage
was sent in for me. By this time a new conductor-friend had taken me in charge,
and offered to forward my note. A blissful dream of ignorance from which I

was doomed to be somewhat rudely but most effectually awakened. After reaching

the Depot, my Conductor came to fre and said "You will have to wait here some
time, and I too remain several hours in Washington - the Capitol is but a few
steps off, as you are a stranger would you not like to walk up and see it."

It was a beautiful morning, the Sun gradually dispersing the mist. The Capitol
looked magnificently, even in its present unfinished state. The architecture

is imposing and the marble beautiful. They are building two immense additions
one on either side and enlarging the dome. Standing on the steps of the
building we locked down upon the spacious grounds, ornamented with Greenhough's
fine statue of Washington. -Beyond them stretched Pennsylvania Avenue with its
magnificent length and bredth, ,the White House looming up at the distance of
nearly two miles. 1 returned éﬁ,the Depot. Whole hours passed, and still no
carriage. I began to make 1ﬂqultlés. A gentleman advised me to take an ommibus,

get out at a certain druggist's, who knowing my host would be at some pains to

send a message for me. I took the advice. It was a lovely day and despite my

,perplexltles I :culd not hElp enjoylng my dtlve along Penn Avenue and the view

Reached the drugglst - the store glnsed - Ehé owner having recently dieﬂ I
was now no better off than before. Having still a miserly regard for my purse
1 asked a young man whether I could riot leave my baggage at a tavern hard by,
to be sent for, and walk. He replied "Yes - it was a smart walk but he.would
go with me to show fie the way.” * I rather demurred and proposed his geftiﬂg a
carriage. He .could only-procure a light carry-all and negro-boy for $ o
asked if the lad was a trusty-driver - to which he responded "I don't ‘know - I
reckon I'1l drive you myself." We crossed the river over a bridge nearly a
mile in length and the opposite shore as well as the view up and down the river
i5 lovely. The House which stands on very high ground about a mile from the

river, presents from every point of view a very attractive appearance. It is

built after the model of a Grecian Temple, but an exceedingly chaste simple
style of architecture. A doric Temple I should judge. As my magnificent
equipage drew up to the house, a little negro appeared to whom I announced my-
self. 1In a moment Markie rushed out, delighted, amazed, and amused. Found

L 14
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only Mrs. L. and her father with Markie at home. Tell Minnie 1 wish she

could see the house and the house-keeping. It is a style of which she has

no conception, and I am sure would quite overwhelm her. First after crossing
the Portico you enter a large Hall hung with pictures of great interest.
Peale's Gen. and Mrs. Washington, Gen. Parke, an ancestor of Mr. C's, painted
by Sir Godfrey Kneller; nf course extremely interesting - around the general's

neck hangs a miniature of Queen Anne, presented to him by her Majesty, for
bringing the first news of the battle of Blenheim. That picture alone is
worth a visit. On the right of the hall opens a room, which a sort of archway
divides into two, a larger and smaller apartment. I said to Markie 'I like
this room: it is not the least bit in order" - Mrs. Washington's tea-table is.
in this room; also vases and other furniture from Mt. Vernon. The Washington
silver too is in an antique side board, in the smaller division of the apart-
ment which is used for a dining room. Think of pouring out my own.tea from
the silver tea-pcot which the honored mistress of Mt. Vernon daily used? -
Interesting pictures - LaFayette and Washington with miniatures and portraits
of the family hang in this room. Opposite on the left of the Hall is a
beautiful and noble drawing room, very handsomely furnished and hung too with
paintings. Col. L's portrait is there - also beautiful pictures of the chil-
dren. On the mantel-piece stands china from Mt. Vernon. Around the rim rums
a chain with the names of each state inserted in the links. At the end of

the hall and on the left side of it, a stair-case leads you to the upper rooms.
They are all large, but we should think them terribly unfurnished. Markie's
room commands a beautiful view of the river and of Washington. In it are two
large double bedsteads. The picture of her Mother - oh! se sweet, how I wish
vyou could see it - hangs over the mantel piecé- Her father's portrait, taken
when he was in the Infantry hangs opposite. fiwa other portraits are in the
room. In the apartment adjoining Markie's stands the bed on which Washington
died. I lay down there for a couple of hours. I find that relating every !
adventure will make my letter too long, therefore I will omit many which I can
give vou when we meet if spared to do so. On Friday morning Markie started
with me for Mt. Vernon. We took the boat; the banks of the river are very
pleasant. The most beautiful object I saw was the House which shows strikingly
for miles. On Sunday in the afternoon we walked through the beautiful’ woods
with Mildred Lee, to a little school house where there are services for the
negroes. It was a charming day and we found the first spring wild-flowers -
beautiful beds of trailing Arbutus. The services at this little station were
very interesting - servants of all ages and all so attentive. The "talk" on

the character of Lot, by one of the young students from the Theo. Sem. (3 miles
distant) was very interesting. On Monday evening I had a long talk with Mr. C.
about Mt. Vernon. He told me of the daily routine of life there. You know

he was the adopted son of Gen. Washington. He spoke of Mrs. Washington's
admirable management of her servants and household, going through every de-
partment before or immediately after breakfast. From nine o'clock until

10 o'clock every morning she retired to her own room for am hour of meditation
reading and prayer and that hour fio one was ever allowed to interfere with.

Then her young female servants were gathered in her apartment to sew under her
éﬁnwsupEfVisign'aﬂd~thay—becam3vbéautifulfseamstfessesf:,M:jﬂﬂ,saiQAEbad,bread“_
was a thing entirely unknown at Mt. Vernon'; that too was mixed every night
under the eye of the mistress. Immediately after breakfast Mrs. Washington

gave orders for dinner, appointing certain provisions, a pair of ducks, a goose

e
I~ W

or a turkev to be laid by, to be put down in case of the arriv%é of company; a
very necessary provision in the hospitable mansion. A ham wa..7boiled daily.

The Gen. rose at & o'clock all the year round, donned dressing gown and slippers
and going to his library lighted in his own fire and read or wrote until just

before breakfast, when he dressed and after that meal rode over the estate and
engaged in out of doors' affairs until a half hour before dinner, which was at

=6
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3 o'clock. An hour or two of the evening he spent with his family and re-
tired punctually at 9 o'clock. .I asked Mr. C. how he and his sisters regaried
him and whether children felt at hore with him. He replied that they stood in
much awe of him, although he was kind in his manner to them. They felt theyv
were in the presence of one, who was not to be trifled with.

On Tuesday morning at 7 o'clock 1 leftr to take the 1/2 past 3 o'clock
train from Washington. On reaching the Long Bridge over the river found the
draw out, to let vessels through which very leisurely were'gliding down the
river.: After a half hour's detention, we got over and then Mrs. L. bade

Daniel drive to the cars. The order was given and obeyed in Scuthern fashion,
consequently we reached the Depot but not the cars.. They had left 3 minutes
previous. I left Washington by aft. I trust I shall be ever thankful for

this jourmey and visit. It has been a delightful one. 1 would not care to live
at the South, however. The responsibility and bother of those servants would be
enough to deter one. Just fancy waiting tea (with company in the house from a
long ride) until 8 o'clock because they couldn't find anything to milk the cow
in. Mrs. L. was fairly provoked when they told her they had gone to the dairy-
maid and to this, that and the other and couldn't get a pan, and exclaimed

"Jhy didn't you come to me the maid of all." Such shiftlessness is incredible
to Northern housekeepers. S

Lovingly and truly your child,

Blznche Berard

LY
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Lessbn #2

o
&)
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L=

Objectives:

Materials:

= Ed

L]

;ffihggeﬁﬁ;lls;ﬁgu;dATgik

B

To have students determine the functions performed on a Southern

Plantation through analysis of the form of the buildings and the
estate plan. :

1. Students will be able to identify certain architectural
components of Arlington House.

2. Students will be able to list and explain at least 5
different roles and activities carried out at Arlinmgton
House in 1860.

\

1. Slides of Arlington House (available with guide from

Mr. Stiss). (See atrached Note #1). -
2. Copies of worksheet #1 - architectural characteristics.

3. Copies of the floor plan of Arlington House for each
- student (or small group of students).

4. Copies of the Arlington Estate Plan for each student
(or small group of students).

5. Copies of The Arlington Household i857 sheet farLéth
student (or small group of students).

6. Chalk and blackboard or overhead pfgjectﬁf and trans-
parencies. ‘

7. Promise of America: Struggling for the Dream
(Book.2) by Dr. Cuban (See attached Note #2).
.8. Transparencies/lists and pictures from yesterday's lesson.



1f These Walls Could Talk

The slide presentation on Arlington House includes 27 slides. Cost
considerations prohibited duplicating these slides for dissemination with
this unit. If a local house is to be used, a similar slide presentation
could easily be prepared. Listed below is a brief. summary of the slides
included in the Arlington House presentation.

Slices 1, 2, 3 - 1864 views of the house
showing close-ups of the
. porch and Entablaturei

-

4 - Picture

of partially plastered
"hollow bri

ck columns

- shagigg marbleizat;gn based on
Civil War photos:

6, 7, 8 ~ Close-ups of 1974 remarbleizing
of columns
9,10 - Interior pictures showing varied use of

arches

ail of the aag leaf Qafviﬁg af marblé L

= 12,13,14,15 - Family dining room showing use of
- afghes

16,17 - Family parlar with paint removed

18,19,20 - Center hall showing arches, frescoes,
iron lock box, brass door knocker.

21 - Pantry. showing an original cupboard

School room

S
]
i

=

23,24;'= Oldest-mantlepiecé in the house

25,26,27 - Plasterer working on ceiling molding
- - - [ "i - - -




1f These Walls Could Talk

Lesson #2 - Sgte;#z i

‘Readings in Promise of America are from the following sources:

A Second Visit to the United States of North America by Charles

Lyeill pp. 262-266. Published by John Murray, Ltd., 1849.

Journal of a Residence on a Georgian Plantationm by Frances Anne

 Kembie, pp. 30-33, 43, 189-191. Published by Harper and
Brothers, N.Y., 18632 -

Up From Slavery by Booker T. Washington, pp. 1-11, 13-14.
Copyright 1900 by Daublédag\i;:d Co.

Life and Times of Frederick Douglass by Frederick Déuglass,
pp. 56-57, 62-64, 106. Copyright 1592 by DeWolfe, Fiske
and Co.

The Liberator, April 27, 1860.

If The Promise of America, or the sources listed above, are not available,
excerpts from other primary source material regarding slavery should be

substituted. The readings cited give very specific details about slaves'
living conditions as well as the roles of various whites on the plantation.

'

=10-

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

,,,,, Name _

As you view the slides from Arlington House, look for tue features listed below.
Sketch as many variations for each as you can see in the slides.

1. entablature - horizontal feature resting on tép of columns or directly
under the roof line.

. - columns
3. arches '
r
=11~ .
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THE ARLINGTON HOUSEHOLD
1857

QeargeWashingtgyi?arkg;ﬂgstié
age 14 |
The Lee children called hin "Grandpa,”

v He built Arlington House, He was raised
at Yount Vernon by his grandmother, Martha
and step-grandfather, General Washington,
Colonel Robert E, Lee o Mary Anna Custis Lee
Coage S0 ‘ , | age 49 -

"pa" to the Lee children, he served " "Ma" to the Lee children, she managed
in the U,5, Army, He supervised con- - © the big household and servants. A
struction of forts and had been fine artist, she also enjoyed gardening,

superintendent of West Point,

George Washingtcn Custis Lee o Mary Custis Lee * William Henry Fitzhugh Lee
age 23 age 22 c a0
Called Custis, he graduated at the  Called "Sister" by the fanily, Known as Rooney, he left college to
top of his West Point class, He she enjoyed visiting relatives, join the Army and served out West, He
served with the Amy in Washington  parties and travelling, was an excellent horseman,
city, “
Anne Carter Lee b Eleanor Ag*es Lee Robert Edvard Lee, Jr,  Mildred Childe Lee
Cage 18 age 16 age 14 ; age 12
She was quiet and reserved, Called Agnes or "iig," she Called Rob, he liked to Called Milly, she had
She helped her mother run the  played the piano, read a “hunt and ride his Mexican numerous pets and raised
house and taught the servants'  great deal, and had pet  pony. chickens and flovers,
children, rabbits, | |
s/
* Selina Gray - personal mald of M3, Lee .
" George Parks = cook ’ ‘
DEHLEI Datsnn - tuazhman

and vorked in the hausa
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#2 - Procedure

L]

Put transparency or =zheets from yestetdéy’s lesson .
on the board. Have students discuss their predictions
as to where the house is and what it looks like.

Tell the class they are now going to see slides of the
house described in the letter. Hand out worksheet on
Architectural Characteristics.

=3

Show slides of Arlingtoh House. U=ze the guide to help
stulents identify the architectural characteristics
present at Arlington House. Have them sketech or write
definitions for each item on their worksheets.

After viewing the slides go over the worksheet together,
and look at the pictures and -list of similarities from
yesterday's lesson.

Using the list and pictures, identify as many of the
architectural forms from the worksheets on the students'
drawings from yesterday as possible. Discuss any ideas
the students might have about why these would have been
included in Arlington House - or some other Southern
house of the period.

Collect the worksheets. .

Assign the first group of readings as appropriate to the

class ability. Students should be instructed to take notes
about any information the readings give regarding the life-
style and living conditions of people who lived om plantations.
Teachers may wish to prepare a study guide for each reading.
Below is an example of a chart students might. be asked to
complete: : .

People mentioned Description -
. in the Reading & of housing,"
Title of Reading Author _their job - food, ete.

26
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Lesson {2 - Procedure

Day #2: 1. Briefly discuss the slides and drawings from yesterday.

Ask students "Who lives in this house?" "What was their
lifestyle?" Discuss any hypotheses the students suggest.

[

3. Hand out the Arlington Household 1857 sheet, floor plans
and estate plan. -

4. Divide students into small groups.

5. Have each graup pfepsré 2 lists using thase E gra hlzs_
whlch mlght have been fcund in and araund tha Afllngtgn
House and its Estate in 1860. The second list should be
a list of the people who would have been thgra in 185@

6. Hava‘éach group -share its results and compile the lists
on a transparency or the blackboard.

7. follect the maps, floo lans and the gféup's lists.

8. Assign reading for the next lesson as appropriate to
students’ abilities and available books. The readings
are to familiarize the students with the living conditions
of slaves. Have them look for specific 1nfarmaﬁion about
how slaves lived.
Ef@mise of America: A St ggllng Eor the Dream
(Book 2) ~ by Dr. Cuban, pp- -127-143; 148-153,
) ' particularly 134-138 which gives a lsg hand
: account of slave quarters and living.

If this text is not available:

American Adygg;ufgs.i PP. 236-240

America: Its Peo les and: Values, pp. 371-376,
" pictures, pp 4 30- 431, and see Materials, Note
#2

ERIC
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If These Walls Could Talk

Lesson #3

Goal: s« To have students understand what slavery was like and how
widespread it was in the South.

Objectives: 1. Students will be able to discuss what it was like to be
a slave as wéll as the different jobs slaves performed
and ;rgaﬁment they received.

2. Students w; 11 prepare 2 bar gfsphs u51ng information
- supplied o them in chart form.

Materials: 1. Promise of America: Struggling for the Dream
' 2. "Worksheet #2 on S5lave Ownership and Southern
Population 1
3. Rulers
4. Arlington Estate Maps
5. Elevation drawings of Slave Quarter
of Arllngtan House.

\H
iy
4]
rt
.
5
]

Eraceduza, 1. Allow students to complete rgading ssignment from previous
lesson. Direct them to pay particular attention to the
details of how slaves lived.

pa 1cularly pp 134- lBS.

2. Have students look at the Slave. Quarters elevation.sheets
and the Estate Map. Point out that the Estate map does
not show the slave quarters behind the house. They would
be located between the House and the stable. -

quarters, Ask them if the other quarters C#S) on the- map
were as carefully drawn and as ornately built. Remind them
of Booker T. Washington's description of a slave cabin.

4. Have students complete the worksheet about Slave Ownership
and Southern Population. ' (This could be a homework agsignment)

F
T

5. Go over the Worksheet and disc

w

uss the answers to the questions.

-]17=
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American Studies

"2 Name ____

Use the following information charts to answer the following questions
below and draw the graphs.

Slave Ownership in the South 1850

Slaves Per Family- # of white slave-owning

1-9 ! 255,258
10 - 4 84,328
50+ 7

—2 — 1,939

Total - 347,525

-
o
I
ol
i~

ite 6,242,418
Free ‘Black 238,187
Slave - - 3,204,077
Total , 9,684,682

1. . On your own paper draw 2 bar graphs. One graph should represent the
information in the first chart. The second graph should represent the
information in the second chart. Be sure each graph includes:

1. A title ,
2. Labels for each axis

*la. For use with students who have not yet worked with bar graphs.
Use the 2 charts to complete the bar gréphs below. Be-sure to label
each axis. Also,' if you use colors to represent different things
include a color key. '

Slave Ownership in the South !

1850 .
300,000
250,000
200,000
150,000
100,000 o=
L 50,000]- LI .
- '
'a I _ | —
- 10-49 50+ .
slaves

9
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Population of the Southern
States 1850

3,500,000 -
3,000,000
2,500,000
2,000,000
1,500,000
1,000,000
500,000

0

Vhite Free  slave

Black

2., How many whites lived in the South in 18507

3. How many whitaz families owned slaves in 18507

4. In the South in 1850 women generzly could not own property.
" Slaves were considered to be pror -sty. Therefore, the number

of slave—owning families is prot :!ly about equal to the number
of adult white males- who owned .laves. Did most of the whites
living-in the South in 1850 oWu slaves?
5. Of ‘the families that owned slaves, most owned how many slaves?
6. The (largest, smallest) number of slave owning families owned 50
more slaves. '

5
4
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If These Walls Could Talk

Lesson #4

Goal: To have students understand -the importance of the plantation
(houses) to the South prior to the Civil War and to identify
some of the Troles which made up the plantation household.

1. Students will demonstrate their understanding of the
various people in a Southern Antebellum Estate either
through writing a letter or journal entry or preparing

and partlcipatlng in a skit. * :

dents will,élassify evidence gathered from various
ree materials by completing a chart.

Materials: il; Floor plan of Arlington House
“2. Map of Arlington Estate
*3. Promise of America — or other readings
iﬁ_ Slides from Lesson #2 '
5. Elevation of slave guarters
6. Students' notes from reading assignments
7. Large paper and markers
8. Rulers
9. Role cards - small papers labelled with one role from
¢ the chart = white male family member, white
Yemale family member, family children, slave
shildren, house slave, field slave, enough
for 1 per student. - .

(1-3 = day 1, 4 = day 2 or 3 depending on how much of
4 is done in class)

Procedure: (Note - This lesson will take at least 2 periods)

1. Divide the class into small groups. Each group should
receive a large sheet of paper and a marker and ruler.

. 2. Draw the following chart on the board. Each group
should complete the chart using whatever resources
they need which are available in the classroom. oo

* _ ) _ .
Materials are ‘to be available in classroom for use as needed.
¥ . * f
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Daily Living
Person ___Responsibilities Conditions ~_ Clothing @ Food

Adult white
male family
membeéer

Adult white
female family
member

Family : ; )
Children : :

Slave
Children

House Slaves .
""'Servants" : ‘

. o . ) e /

Field Slaves : i ;./
"Hands" Co- -’

K'I

. 3. After the groups have completed the chafts post thg
* - chafts at the front of the room. Qn the board write
a "master chart" using the groups ideas.

4. After completing the "master gha:t“ each studegt should
. draw a role card. . -

5. Each student should d prepare a 1etter or diary entry which
- describes a typical.day in the life of the person whose
role they are plsying.' (This could 'be done at heme) OR
Each group will prepare a skit wvhich will convey in a
dramatic mode the same iqfnrmatiaﬁ about the daily life
‘on the plantation.

f

H»,

" 6. The class shares the 1Ettefs‘q§ watches the skits.

7. Discuss the results from the 1eé§gr5 and skits. In the
" final discussion’the teacher should ask the questions.
Why study this house? \\\
What do you think will happen to this housge?
What de you, think will happen to- the people?
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u;

The answers should get at the idea that even zhaﬁgh
plaﬂtaiicﬁ DOWNIETE wWere a’mlﬂcfltv thév ware the most
powerful mEmbEfS nf the Southern population and they
d .

The answers should be recorded. They can then be’
brought aut when the Unit on Freedmen's Village is
used.

.Teachers could go directly to the Freedmen's Village

unit and then teach the Civil War as the event which
caused the change. Or, teachers could teach the
Civil War and conclude with.the Fraedmen s Village
4s 3 way to teach Reconstruction. -

1al ACElVitlES' .

Stuﬂénﬁ% (either individuals or in small groups) could

research a Northern town, Southern town, small Southern
farm or a Ncrtherﬂ farm. This régearch cauld be shared
:amparlsnn aﬂd COﬂtfaSﬁ af the 1nfarmat1cn fcuﬁd in the
research.

Students could build a model of a plantation — or any
of the things listed above.

Students could prepare a skit (or several skits) showing
one aspect of life on a plancatiaﬁi If they have studied

other areas, skits could be prapated to compare the areas.

Comparisons could be made between Arlingcan House and
other plantation hbuses.

2 87 B
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One of the most worthwhile parts of this unit was the field trip
taken to Arlington House after completing the class work for the four
lessons. The lUational Park Service staff created a field trip designed

. specifically to complement this unit. Obviously, such a field trip is

not possiblé for all classes. Listed below is a brief description of
the activities which made up the field trip and which might be helpful
in arranging other field trips.

The class was divided into 3 groups and each group took a tour of
the house prior to beginning any of the investigation. Each group had
the opportunity to try each activity. If time or facilities did not allow
for universal participation, each group could participate in only one
gctivicy and time could be provided for reporting to the class.

Activity 1 - Marbleizing

Students were shown slides of the artist working on the columns at Arl-
ington House. Then they were provided with a board and appropriate paints,
brushes, rags and sponges. They were also .given the attached writcten
directions. The marbleized samples varied greatly in their success, but
students all gained an appreciation of the craftsmanship involved.

Activity 2 - Examining evidence used for restoration !

Students used actual paint chips viewed under a microscope to try to identify
what colors should be used to reproduce the arlg; al color scheme. They also
examined other physical evidence in a section of the house undergoing
restoration. . They were able to identify various levels of plaster and paint
and several original wallpaper scraps. i

écti&ity 3 - Id fying artifacts

frame, dlffarant typgg of brlcks, dlfferént Eypes Df maldlng, several piEQESA
of marble, wallpaper fragments and part of a fan light.
T = -

7



United States L)epartment of the Interior

_ NATIONAL PARK SERVICE

COGRORGE WASTIINGTON MEMORIAL PARKWAY
. TUKKEY KUN PARK

1% REPLY H¥EFH 1O qoel EAN, VIRGINIA 22100

outline of féstcratién of Sierina Marble,September 1982

= 1 . 2 =

on Portico at Arlington

1. Base coat applied over primer coat. Ochre

by artist. Dghré

5. A second base coat of paint applied and allowed to dry

3. Tints were mixed in oil base exterior household paink, to
/mat:h the pigments recommended in Painters' Mauual.f These

were then applled to simulate marble graining. The artist
/ wcrked from pieces cf marble.

4! Tools used by artlst*
A) Cherry p;cker to rea;h entablatnre
B) Paint _
C) Brushes, sponges and élcth : 3

Suggested Process

/l.vThe pints are mixed and brushes, sponges anﬂ cléth are available.
2. Read the description of this process from the Painters' Guide.
/3; Study the wood panel and the sllﬂf of the Slenna :epzaduced

on the Portico. :

The attached description of this method is frgm Nathanial
Whitlock's, The Decorators' and Painters’ GULaé,PubllEhEﬂ in .

s’
London in 1828. (Library of- Cbngréss #NKEl?S W4 —P;lnts and
Photographs Division) :
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