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" - The_ time is right to move—'—ahd"-.improye——'and‘
weshalll . S : _

*" " That phrase summarizes what I see as I assess'the.
State of the Schools in Oregon. All of the recent:
‘reports on education and the attention they have
received ’\‘.ave created an atmosphere in which we
can make sonie significant improvements in our
. education system and take some important steps
- in ouryjourney toward-educational.excellence for
. évery Oregon youngster. ..~ .. - R

’}"he'_eigﬁt-po’int pla’n» I have proposed in this
.address will prdvide a centérpiece for continued
“movement toward excellence. I €ncourage each

Oregonian to stand up and be counted by letting

me know how you feel about these proposals and

by offering suggestions for improvements in our

schools. - ' L R

4

A we work together through this “Oregon Yearo
- the.Schools” it is. important that all Oregonians
. participate in the discussions of what it is -we

" expect of our schools and what we are-willing ?‘dP

o

,'to_g.c"thgr to reach those expectations.” ~ .° .

“

e . R T

- . °

Verne A. Duncan

State Superintendent, .

- of Public.Instruction
SRR 2




-'Thxs is an excmng year in, educatron A lot of o
... attention is being focused on schools rightnowas - ~
" -.a result-of the various national reports that have =
"been released i in the past several months. s

e Whlle some may be critical of the recommenda- o
'otron§ in those. reports, I think the fact that the no
_“nation’s attention is focused on education creates *.
Sioa climate in which we can make some changes and -
S 1mprovements that would not have been possxble
- only a yea\r ago. s

In a few mtnutes I will outhne some proposals I o
. believe will move us furiher down the road
B toward educational excellence

Itisexciting to me that we have the opportumty to -4
+, ‘make major 1mprovements in our schools,. \
.~ especially this year which Kas been designated by

.~ Governor Atxyeh as- the Oregon Year of the

" .Schools. ;, . - :

You will ‘often hear and see the phrase “Your '
_ public schools—There s no better place to learn,” - .
" .during this school year, as that is the theme that -
-"-<has been -adopted for the Oregon -Year of the
- Schools..But it’ is more than just a fancy slogan, ...
. more than -just'a-public relations. glmmxck
*'Behind thatsloganis a full-scale effortin commu- - =
* nities throughout Oregon to createan atmosphere S
*'in which we as Oregonians can determine what it .
- is wé éxpect of ouf schoolsand t we are wrllmg
o to do together’ to see’ that 1t ha i

~ There w111 be commumty surveys to détermine -
~exactly what we think our schools do well and not
,’_‘so well. There will be community activities to- -
provide a chdnce for. Oregomans to find-out txrstf

: hand what therr schools are domg and why

The Year of the Schools provrdes us wrth \the;

“opportugity to demonstrate that wé in. Oregon g
.care about our children’s future and are will 1ng to-
provxde them.with the éducational opportunmes :
to make that future a success. I hope each- ‘of you "
.will take the opportunity to visit your local school :
.dunng ‘this year. I think you will find it to, be an’
-exciting and vibrant place with. chxldren eager 10"
learn. and teachers and admxmstrators eager to )

he: Schools we. need<to face the 1ssue of closm
oW‘ 1'entire. school dxstncts due



._..Scliooi- Fihgh_c'é‘/.»«_ ~ :? :

SR Ithmlc itis apparent by now that our schools have
A become,_ the bullséye in a- shootmg gallery created -
. by the Oregon Legislature by its failure to ettle. -
the, property tax relief question.: % am like the
person whio:said of himself, “I'm the world’s
. greatest optxmrst I’m just. not sure my optlmlsm
-7 jsjustified.” -
A L
fo T Agwe meet here today, ﬁve days before the elec-
-~ - tionsthat will determine whether or not neatly 40
L per&en,t of"- Oregon s school children will be. -
- atllowed to continue their education for. the ent1re o
- chool year the s1tuatlon looks gnm
o ¢ o
) ancoln County schools are closed' Frve thousand 5
.. <'children ‘are -being . denied.an _education. :Fifty-. -
-seven other districts, including six of our ten
largest still need levy approval to have the fund'ﬁ
*_necessary to operate during this school year which -
- began just last week, Will we have.more school
-closures? We _very well ‘may. And that i isa. trag-
ec;y—a tragedy w1th long lastxng consequences

- What message do we send our chlldren about the
. (1mportance we' place on education? What mes-’
- “sage do-we Send to ‘those corporate; executwes we
. are trying to attract to'Oregon? What méssage
* ‘we send ourselves about our. values as'a. soc1ety‘7

'The messages are not cause for Joy : ,

There can be no student ach1evement no exccl-
‘“lence in eduéation ifithie schoolhouse doors are
. ,closed No Oregon school . should ever- have to:
f'close its doors because of lack of: fundlng' 1 hope
. each of us-co ders the enormity of our responsi- - ¢
. bility.as wed@o to.the. polls next; Tuesday “And 1
" hope our legtslators who' “dre meeting: today in
"-special session. face.up to their: responsrbllrty to
= provrde real propérty tax reliefto our citizéns and
_' ~some much need@d ﬁscal stablllty for our schools

’Niﬁén,?l R.éivortS‘ o

I'mentloned the natlonal reports on 1mprov1ng

ed. It

_encourages ‘me. that there-jls $O “‘much. int
'J:lools, for only when people really§_care
h. ;f,Now is the time to esc




That does not mear ‘we have not been worklng all' S
along to improve our cducatlon system. In. fac‘t, Lo
many of the reports being issued confirm someof =~
““the decisionis we have made about Oregon educa- R
' 'tron in the. -past decade. . ) R

"Oregonlans need to know that for the past ten L
<: - years we have been following a carefully planned -~ .
- course to achieve school improvement. From the, !
=7 moment we stopped-evaluatmg—schoolson—the
number of toiléts and light fixturés they had and
*-began looking instead at the goals, objectivesand -
-/ expectations. of their education programs, we
- have ‘been constantly upgrading the quahty of
.. Oregon educatlon _— ) T

3

- Perhaps we have mroved too slowly It has taken a
. long time to get everyone at all’ levels’ thinking
;. .along the 'same track, and we have’ learned a lot
over-the-past-several. years from the ‘research
about what makes éffective teachers and effective’
schools. I think we have now reached the point
‘where we can accelerate our school improvement
efforts and make démonstrable progress through .
7*the remainder of this decade. I am here toddy to.. - "
. "announce a proposal for.some ma_;or changes in
: Oregon educatlon ,

he program I wﬂl outhne for you is. what 1 w111 e
‘submit to the Staté Board of’ Education next week:
for- constderatmn -Some of the iterns will requlre
legtslatlve action; both in statute changes and in"
ifundmg I Ml submit those requests to. the 1985
esslon others can be putinto effect : sooner, and I
ill’ urge rap1d action by the Sta‘u. Board o

“The- program I propose has elght components -
although all are related, each is a distinct element:

necessary, ‘to,move.our education system further
ward the excellence of whlch we are capable

shall bmeﬂy hst the major components then
xpand somewhat upon them 1nd1v1dually; If my
posals are adopted" , \

W w111 develop a state requlred curriculum
' - kin




3 We “will 1nst1tute a state 81h grade examrna- /
N _tion for all students-as fltey complete therr
Ny grade school program. __? ,‘__,,/ . S
T 4. . We wxll increase the state graduatlon requlre-
ments in math and science’ind review all of .

the current graduatxon ‘requirements.’

o 5 We will developaproﬁle on the performancef- _
. of each s¢hool in Oregon as a means of mea- -
- " suring how ‘well they are meetmg expecta-' }
e o “tions. . v N

6. Wewxll 1nst1tutea State Honors D1ploma for )
student,s reachlng a high level of achleve-
ment T . ’

7. We thl ask the Leglslature to give the State L
Board™of ‘Education authority over: ‘the
téaeher and adrunlstrator evaluatron pro-~;.

&

Y

s 8 We t’mll extend the school year to 190 days' L

. and¢ rmmedlately begin a study of how the ..
school day is currently used, our goal beingto .
increase. the. amount .of prod.lctlve 1nstruc--"-._
. tlonal time in the day.

These refor,ms the next steos in_our Journey‘.:ﬁg,
.- toward school 1mprovement and excellence, will =
. "notbe received without controversy. There will.

. --be those who accuse me’ of abandoning my. philos-
-” ophy of strong local control. HoweVer that is not’

: the case at all\ SRR S L

e ;Oregon s educatlon system is based on'a partner-:, :
- ship’ between the state and-local: levels. The 'state -
, establlshes standards and expectations common.::
toall schools. Local school boards make the: veryg.;;
’-‘}mport}mt program and day-to-day operatronal‘-.‘f_.
»_decxsxons based: upon ‘their communxty s'need v
and: e:xpectatlons “The measures I'am propos1ng-'._:.;
--are.not’an erosion of local control but rather. are’
- means of fulfilling the state’s responslbrhtyoto se :7

: that local control results in local action.-. =
L AR S
Put r_nply, I am say1ng that 1 wxllthot accept local -
controlas an excuse for: inaction;T'am afraid- that”
in the past we have occa51onally used local control”’
op-out't ) ay ord accountabrlxty

ou may recall i mv my State of the Schools address
ast year:I' ‘mentioned:a (3 udy;fof the
fiture of: Oregon educat
Department. of Education




: We d1d conduct that study whroh involved. hun-
dreds of citizens, teachers, administrators, par- . - -
“ents, busmess ‘people and others. Many of my.
. *proposals are directly. related to the findings of JRYEs
" that study as wellas the recommendatlons from -
g tthe various. natronal reports

B Go‘mg back to my proposal Lshall expand a b’it on
i each of the recommendatxons . P
i l;- State requlred cumculum. I. want to make 1t
~ clear that I am not prqoposing that on the third
Tuesday'in September every 5th grader in -
‘\Oregon will be studying exactly the same .
thing. However, I do’believe it is reasonable
to have certain expectatron.-. statewide about .
. "what students should know at each grade -
level. Iy'Iost Oregomans probably. think this .
~-exists now, but it does riot. -Without at least.
. .some measure of consistency,-it'is v1rtually Do
L 1mpossrble to determine how we asa state are® o
-~ doing in our education system and where we
-~ might improve. That becomes a very 1mpor— ,
- tant factor to the: Oregon Legtslature when
. you consider that nearly one- third of the"
7 staté’s general fund is spent to support ele-
" _mentary and secondary education. This state- -
. required. cumculum will address not only -
- basicC. skills; but the higher order skills our
L ,students reedin critical thinking; mathemat- .
1cs sclence and mternatlonal stud1es '

. ",Testmg all students at the 3rd 6th and 10th
< ‘grades in ‘basic skills. This"state test-is in-
"~ addition to the current State Board require-
- “mentthatlocal d1str1cts test each childateach:
- .grade Jevel. In the past our state tests ‘have .'
"‘been by:a’ samplmg method only and have
“helped: to 1dent1fy géneral -areas of strength
- and ‘weakness in-our programs. By testing
.eichstudentat these checkpointsand compil-, -
‘ing the’ results by student; school and district’/
as well as statewrde and in’ companson to
.jnatxonal performance we will be betier’ ablé
"' to zero in'on weaknesses in‘the’ md1v1dual
-_olassroom ‘school and dlstnct and take s eps*-'-'
e to make 1mprovements / ;

" ’State 8th=grade exammatxon. Thrs 1tem wrll
Ap‘robably garner the ,most attention;’ and pé
aps itshould. We /1eed to_assure that. fore
ar; students begl »‘




.~ - ground througho eﬁrstelght grades Iam
’ not proposiag that every:student who does *
not the exam be held back; although m"‘
_e cases that may \be ‘the appropnate g
Yro —~

-~

L

Iam proposm i at‘ft'udents whodg not. meet r_“-

h1g school wi

: an educatlon program 3
- des1gned to. help ‘

em ove&come their. 1£d1- -

' dent. We/c’annot permit studse _
sk«rl‘lﬁﬁmencws to become m1r < deeperand- 7
We cannot
set students up to fail. And we al \k OW you
cannot succeed if you cannot read

4, Increased math and scnence require
_The National Commlss1on on Excellencehds -
- recommended three years of math and\three -
_years- of-science -for high school graduatjon."
/The Oregon Board of Higher Education has .-
recently. increased the:admission . requlr
o ments to Oregon colleges and universities to\""
- " require thrée years in those subjects. Wemust \
remember:though ‘that our. gradua‘uon
: requlrements are for all students, not just the
' 3 college bound L e ;&
Whlle I am more mterested in the quahty of
. ‘. .content. than numbers of courses-taken, in_
" lookingatthe knowledge students will need to
: * be successful adults, I believe thers is justifi- -
' . catlon‘ for requmng two years of math and
- two years of sc1ence for all Oregon graduates
\,’ ‘ ““We currently réquire.one unit of each, and I
- will recommend to the State Board that those
requ1rements be mcreased :

5 Development of school proﬁles.aThese pro
- files will include such informaticn as student -
performance drop-out rates, staff. turnover,

"~ 'socioeconomic: factors and other items: tha

o '-—wﬂlallow‘both the educators and the: commu
=ity 10+ evaluate theeffectivéness- f the
' “school. Schools will be compared agams dis-

: “trict’ and ‘state expectatlons, to ~determ1

. where 1mprovements can be made. Th1s wxl

:be-a.valuable:tool for the building principal

‘and staff to evaluatethelr;own school andfo




., “ g .
. L g

decisions. Tt will also be important to me in .=
“performing my statutory responsibility to~ -
' ‘evaluate. Oregon schools,; We .will also use .
these profiles to identify 'schaols that should -
‘be recognized for outstanding achievements.
“We expect schools toexcel; and when they do,” ..
they should be recognized. , B

% sargd'to récognize student$-who excelia their
~ schoel careers. The State Honors Diploma
» will be awarded to students who meet a rigid.
set of criteria. These might include four years .
of English, four years of social studies, three
. years of math, three years of science, two
.- years of foreign languages-and two years in the
#~.. arts or vocational education. To qualify, stu- .-
dents waoyld need a minimum of 24 unifs of
credit witha four-year grade point average of. -~

6: St:iﬂdnors-Dipldma. I believe it is neces-

© . atleast3.2.7 P -
. 7/ Teacher and administrator evaluations. The
> current process for teacher and administrator
evaluation is laid out in state law where itis -
rigid, inflexible and difficult to changeiin the”
political arena. We will ask that the State.
~ Béard of Education be given the responsibil- -
ity forapproving\evaluation models that.
nmeet the teachers’ and administrators’ needs
“for self-improvement and the communities’ . .
needs for ‘accountabilitp,and assurancé of
quality. . o . o :

. 8. Effective use’ of school time. The National
. ‘Commissian on Excellence in Education has . ..
“recommended a lengtheneds=school day‘and -
year as a way to increase.the amount of,
instructional time available to students. My -
. feeling is that we are probably not using the.. -
4 current school day to: the best advantage. ..
" Time is the most :.imp(jn}?(femurc_e at our
.. disposal, and ittosts not gyto use it - more : i
..~ " productively. During this/school year we will . "
. “study’ the school day to determine what? -
. .~ impact activities such as -athletics,/other "~
i~ ‘extracurricular activities, and administrative- :'ff.
“-and other disruptions have on actual instruc-.
“tional time. Our goal will be:to reduce or-
“eliminate such interruptions in order:to pro-,
- vide more prodvctive instructional time eac

- day.Iam also proposing that we lengthen the
" “school year to 190 days from the current 175
- daysas another way of providing/our stadents.

. more instructional time.-




l do want to make the point that these proposals
- should not add a heavy financial burden to local
school districts. The proposals are -for state
‘requirements, and the state should fund them-
fully, I shall' make that very clear to the Oregon
Legxslature

WhileI believe these proposals will have a signifi-
cant.impact on Oregon education; these steps are .
by no means all that is being done: Oyr ongomg
efforts in schodl improvement will continue as.
they have for many years. ZI'OJCCIS in which we-
have already invested a great.amount of trme,
.energy and money such as the science curriculum

..and testing project, -our work in basic skills, global

. studies and othefareas will be mcorporated intor %
our accelerated approach toschool 1mprovement

_ Other Priority Areas

’Fhere area number of other areasI want to single-

“out for attention dunng this school year. These

- include the use of ex/rstmg and-new technology, .

. development of a-real partriership for education:

betwe,en the pubhc and pnvate sectors, improve-
ments in_our high school vocational- education
programs, and~ mamtammg antl improving the -

- capabilities of our communrty collegesas-thepri- -

- 'mary agents through which our. state addresses the ==
rapidly changxng economlc base upon whrch we

: depend ‘

t

Tec_hnolog{

2

- .

"AYou have heard me say before that educatlon _
» missed the boat on using television for instruc- -
-tional purposes: I think we are continuing to '~
‘underuse what could be a-major’ element in
‘,‘provrdmg access and enrichment to-thousands of
" Oregonians both 'young-and old.d want to make’ -
‘sure that we harness all the communlcatlon tools
available including’ satellite transmissions, cable
,TV accesschannels and video tapes. We are. thirty -
. yearslate in making this effort, bit I'don’t intend -
' for-our education systém to enterrthe second half: -
_~of the’ l980s with a technologxcal*approach from
the 1950s : :




“And of course there'is the computer, Depending
" upon what you read or to whom you listen, the
- personal computer will be either the salvation g
“the déstruction” of the Amencan pubhc schyol
system. . :

‘Cl’lthS point out that the rhetonc abou} comput—
ers revolutionizing education is.similar to what
was. said about television. They do not under-
stand that television did not revolutionize educa- -
tion because we éducators did not letit. ] intend to ,
see that, in Oregon at least, we do not make the
same mistake with computers.

‘The computer is a tool, like the pencil; and
Oregon students need to know how to use the
‘computer to help them in science, math, history,
English, music and other subjects And they need
tolearn early so they can‘use the computer;as they

- use-the pencil, all through their school career, and
gain the skills they will need for comlquter use in
the home and workplace h : a

: The National Comm1551on on Excellence has rcc-
‘ommended a course in computer science for
every high school student. That may be appropri-

- atefor those who want,more training in comput-

ers; butif we wait until high-school to introguce -
our students to.the computer, we will have done )
them a great dlsserv1ce .

' Public}RriVate’Partnership

‘e

-

“Another “arga of concern is the partnership .
“between the.public and private sectors. L include

- myself when I say that educators and- busmess
people alike have-given this’ notion little more .

- than Ilp serv1ce in the past Ifistime that changed

'r«'My ofﬁco and I personally, w1ll be seeklng part-

: vnershlps and Jolnt ventures between the schools. =
'_and busmesses land, 1ndustnes -I-may:be contact P
< ing some ofyou\m this room; when I do, I '
; seeklng_sw"’ommltments, ~and 1 will 'wﬂltng to-
“.maké commitments. Both iness and educa?"
“tion- have, much/to g y cooperating. Netther
'-sector can. affor_; et the current relatlonshlp, or .

f', n ,;cont1nue to exist, -

~e




‘Vocational Education

*"Nowhere in the school program is private/publie < -
“‘cuopcmﬁon—mbrc-impostathan—in-vocationaL_;_
education., It is essential that we get our voca- .
tional teachers back intd industry and getindustry - .-
peopleinto our classrooms. Most importantly, we
must get our studénts into both the classrooms:

and the workplace. | _ -

" For quite some time, chpanies,have donated
their used equipment to schools for classtoom
._training. But used equipment is no longer ade-* -
.quate. If we continue inlihat mode, what we will
have are students entering the marketplace with
.. skills'in the operation of obselete equipment.
- That does not do anyone é}nﬁgood. B
#  Obviously with educ_ationa\ funding the way it is, -
'schools and community colleges cannot equip- -
-themselves with the latest technology used in the
- private sector. It is imperative that we work out
agreements so that our students will have access
to appropriate equipment and technology. Fer-
haps we need some incentives for businesses to
=~ getinvolyed. I shall promote and support legjsla-+
" tion to provide tax credits or whatever is neces- "
sary to encourage(»(_:ooperatiOn between the public

and private sectors. »

~ Another problem thai-exists in vocational educa- .
* tion is the lack of joint programs between high
- - “schools and community colleges. We’absolv%ely\
. must strengthen the ties between those programs.—

' Oné of my priorities this year s to breakdown the
bureaucratic obstacles that prevent it from hap-
pening. We may need to step on a few toes to
overcome those hurdles, but I'arh willing to. do -
that. o -

¢
PR

Comniunity Colleges'

a

I have often said that I believe our community
colleges%re the key to helping our citizens adjust
to the changes cccurring'in the markéeiplace.

. - Much attention has focused on higher education
.and:programs for advanced scientists, mathe-

_ ‘maticians and researchers, and 1 support that
effort. Our colleges and universities should be top

L) ‘» N ' '




rate to accommodate those need‘s But t.he fact 1s,
“.the majority of jobs-that will be created, evenin
~the hi-tech industries, will be productlon ;and

' servrce _]ObS ! v o

The majonty of the workers who will need tram-

" ing for those jobs in our information and serv1ce- o

oriented economy are people who are currently in
the workforce, in many cases working in jobs that

-~ will become obsolete

*"ing of the American workforce. The only 1nst1tu-

1 ﬁrmly believe that as our society continues to '
move from an indusirial base to a service and

information-based economy, our number one . -

domestlc priority will be the training and retrain-

- tion with the capablhty '» accomplish that task,
~ the onlyinstitution with ¢ ﬂexxbrhty to meet the

~ nity college.

changing needs of the m» .ketplace, is the_commu-

v

Wein Oregon have some of the finest commumty
colleges in the nation, and they are provmg them-
- selves on a daily basis. Whether they are training a
new workforce for-new compames such as
'Wacher and Siltec, or retraining laid-off workers
. as 'Chemcketa Commumty College did after the
B_olse Cascade shutdown in Salem, our commus
“nity colleges aré helping Oregonians and Oregon
‘business climb out of the economic doldrums..
They.are, accomphshmg this while continuing to = -
meet the necj&of our citizens for lower-level col-_-
legiate programs and self-lmproverhent courses.
I told the Waysand Means Commmttee dunng th1s
_past legislative session that gover‘xgment has very
few programs -which can be called- unquahﬁed
. successes. But I beliéve the Oregon commumty
college program, which has been referred to as
educational supermarket, comes closer to bemg

, an unquahﬁed success than any govemment pro- -

gram'’l have éver séen.

. /

Edueational Excellénce
. . ; -
Dunng the past twenty minutes or so 1 have men- -
tioned many spedxfics—cumcu’.lum, 8th grade
exams, addmonalt sting, school profiles, etc. It is
necessary to remin ourselves that, Jthese are the
nuts-and bolts of a larger effort, that 6f achrevmg
 excellence in Oregon'education. When I say excel-
lence I am not just refemng to the top academlc
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performers in our chools By excellence I mean -
thatevery youngster should have.the opportumty_ ;
‘1o succeed to her (\ r/his highest: potentlal That
_means excellence in\our programs.for thé handi-

~capped as-well as the talented and gifted, in voca-

tional cducation and the arts as well as'in math‘ L
and science.. x ,\; . S e

~ [

In its report, “A~Natlon at RlSk "/the—\Natlonal
Cominission on Excellence i in- Educatlon pointed - ] .
“out that a student- ‘forfeits the - opportunity for®
success. if shé or’ e does not givé the best effort=—=
- possiblein attalnlng an education. Inmyresponse .
to the Commnssnon s report I have written that if -~
‘ we-as educators do not;give ‘our very best in. .
: providing challenges and opportunities for these .
students, then we contnbute to llmltlng our stu- =
dents’ chances of success. ,
I call upon all: of us in educatlon to redouble our =
‘commitment and effort—to raise our expecta-

- tions for our students and ourselves—t0 chal--.
lenge our students to do their very best. - -~ . .

Fortunately, *here m Oregon we have a tremen:

dous group of people who are committed to help- .
_ ing students reach their potential. I refer of course

to the 25, OOO classroom teachers to whom we give
*the awesome task of educatlng all of our children.

-1 know you hear about the occasnonal bad teacher o

“‘andin wwllldefend anythinglessthan hlgh—-——
quahty teachlng. Even though one bad teacher 1S,
" too; ‘many, itis unfortunate that we sometimes let

-~ that.one’ dlscolor our view of the entire teaching - °
professmn [amin classrooms’in ‘schools allover =
" the’state every week, and I can.report to you L
ﬁrsthand that Oregonians can be proud of the. . .
commltted creativi and concerned people who ™ -

- “téach’in our classrooms I urge every Oregoman
who doubts what I say to visit a classroom in their -
. local schoo]. I think they will find thereal world is
much better than the version often portrayed

Of course the cntlcal factor 1n a student’sability to . - .
- achieve is the parents—the children’s first and
 mostinfluential teachers. Over and overagain the. -
‘research shows that those students whose parents - :.
_take an-active interest in their education tend to
achleve consrstently higher. I have mentioned the
“tole. of*the parent in every State of the Schools
address I have given,and Icangot overémphasize
the 1mportance of. showmg our: chlldren that we




i ;hlnk learmng 1s 1mportant. The respons1b1 lity.
“rests on-both- the schools . -and the parents 1o
develop strong tles between them ' - ,

Along th1s same hne 1 want to mentlon a posmve
~ change I have noticed in. the past few. years ‘in
% student behavror Although there is still room for
1mprovement today’s” /cgpn students seem - to
. bebetter dlsc1phned than‘those of only a few: years ' - k
“~'ago.. This is attributable partly to a change in" .
parental -and student attitudes’ about’ discipline - -
. and ‘partly to clearer-behavieral expectations in’ ...
_the schools. Teachers should not have to tolerate .
unruly or dlsruptlve students in ¢lassrooms or on*"
the school premises. I am encouraged by the trend; -

I have observed, and 1t must contlnue o /

CAsl \.on51der the state of the schools in, Oregon I it
- know that our public. schools are deing a better job -
of educatmg more children than at any other time
inour history. I also know that most peoplédo not ',
- believe that. 1 hope that some of the steps I have -
outlined;for you today will prov1de more account-
abilityand the meansto measure the performance -
~ of qur schools that will show just how well we are -
dorng / . - o
As 1 was worklng wuh my staffin preparing my. -
recommendatlons to the State Board, someone "
o "asked me with what state I would-be willing to. ;-
~trade education systems, Aftergiving that a great
" deal of thought, , P've come to the conclusion thatI
..would not-trade Oregon education for-any pro- kg
gram in the. nation. If our citizens will take the .
_opportunity.in“this “Year of the Schools” to’ fi nd...-
. out what really is happening,Iam conﬁdent they
wxll amve at the same concluslon .’ ’

©

" This year has the potentlal to become a l@gmark z

+ yearin Oregon education.] find thatexciting. The=-

~“climate existsto. make ‘major strides toward
~~achieving the excellence we all-desire. I do not
“intend to let’ the opportumty shp through our

“graSp.t

The nmevls right. to move-—and 1mprove—and
‘we shall .

1. have proposed a program that will bmld upon
the successes of our past and accelerate our efforts
"to achieve éxcellence, a goal from whxch We must
not bc deterred



f'-z,,.,I a?n exc1ted enthusnasuc and anxxous to get on
-»‘:wnkh\he task. I hope- our citizens will share my
- ‘excitement. and. enthusiasm during this Oregon
. Year of thig Schools, and I'hope that by the end of
* this.school yéar.we all will be able to sa‘y with .
K conv1ctxon that we have moved closer to our goal

- - our grasp.

-Even. amnd the cntncnsm and the ﬁscal crises we,
“face, or perHaps because of them, I sense a’ deep
-commltmeﬂl to.education and.a’ wtlhngness’
_',.among Oregomans to do what must be done to
; ,fulﬁll our expectatxons s

and excellence in Oregon educatxon istruly w1th1n S

Thank ;@\

" For further infdrmation contact' E

Office of the State Supenntendent
- Oregon Department of Educatlon '

: 700 Pringle Parkway SE- -
o - -Salem OR 97310 :
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