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' To date almost no attention has been paid to divorce among persons in the
later stages of the tanxily life cycle. thile the lack of attention to divorce
among older persons may have been justified in the past by the small number of -
individuals occupy:mg that status, such argunents can no longer be Justifled.

The rate of divorce among older Atrencans has :mcreased steadlly over the past a
fifty years and a steepenmg of the upward curve in the rate of divorce for
‘ older persons has been predicted (De Shane .& Wilson, 198la).

Even if the rate of divorce among older persons does not increase,

the absolute nutber of older persons who are divorced is expected to climb
' sharply in the next several decades. Indeed in 1977 the u. s. Bureau of the

Census reported that approximately 600,000 persons over the age of 65 were
«- dlvorced. by 1979, this figurl}a had mcreased to 767,000 persons. . h‘hile same of
‘the increase is due to the novement of divorced individuals into old age, changes
‘in age-specific divorce rates indicate that not all of the increase can t-hus be |
attributed (Carlson, 1979) . These increases suggest that divorce will beoc_me a

nmore important issue in late life adjust:rents.

Late life adjustrrent mvol\nes confronting a series of major life transi- |
tions. Nbst of these transitions are experienoed to sdre degree by all older
persons. Indeed same, such as the post-parental role of reti.renent from work,
are anticipated and are duly heralded as special accmplis‘ments. ; Yet, even ap-.» |
_proved transitions such as these often are extre-nely stressful events partr- '
cularly if they occur prematurely or in rapid succession. - Divoroe is ne_ithe_r
approved, nor widely. experienced It is in fact,-a non-normative event
Mccubbin, et. al., 1980; Pearlin & Schooler, 1978). As such, the level of |
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Nl stress associated with laté life oivorce might be expected to be qulte high and

to -impact negatively upon the well-being of those who expe.rlence it.
The research to be reported upon here deécribes._tm role played by age as

well as the factors which influence adjustment subsequent to divorce in late

| life. The data coma from a lorgér pilot s'tuéy' funded by AARP Andrus Founda-
tion in 1981, Data came from two sources - records of 240 :mchv:Lduals filing
for divorce in the State of Oregon and in-depth structured interviews with 81
mdlvn.duals involved in those actions.: Only those divorce filings m Whlch at
-least one of the partles was 60 years of age or older were\used in the sarrple.
Tests conducted mdlcate that the interview sample (n=81) generally was repre-
sentative of the initial sample (n=240), leading us to believe our results are

generalizable, at least to the\older divorcing population in the west.
Profiles of Divorcing Older Persons

Before exaxm.ning the model used to predict factors influencing adjustnmt,
it would be helpful tc examine the charactenstlcs of individuals who get di-
vorced in late life, as well as the events which characterize the divorce-process

for them.

As can be seen in Table I, perhaps the most reliable thing is how similar
to descrlptn.ons of younger divorcing persons they appear (e.£. Prlce-Bonham
& Balswick, 1980). The majority had low occupational status, few assets and
weak religious ties. They were urbao residing, had/,é/eak-tiee with kin and
reported marrying and ﬁaving children at an earlier than average age. A com-
parison of seventeen couples in the sample indicated higher. educational




. TABLE I

PERSONAL CHARACTERISTICS IN-A SAMPLE OF
DIVORCING OLDER PERSONS:

-

N . Percent
SEX (n=81) :
Male as - (46.9)
Female ‘ ‘ 43 " (53.1)
AGE (n=80) o v
Under SO _ 3 T 3.8)
50-54 ; -85 1 6.3)
55-59 ’ - 14 (17.5)
60~64 ' , B} | (38.8)
65-69 18 (22.5)

70+ - ’ 9 (11.3)
X = 62,3 years Range: 41-78 years .

OCCUPATIONAL STATUS (n=81) !

Ungkilled, semiskilled . 50 ' (61.7)

Skilled labor : 14 (17.3)

Managerial, professional - 1?7 (21.0)
EDUCATIONAL LEVEL (n=78)

. Less-than 12 years ' 22 (27.2)

12 years . 18 (23.1)

More thnn 12 yeats 38 - (48.7)

¥ = 12.9 years Range: 0-18 years
' EMPLOYMENT STABILITY SCALE (n=73) '

- , Less stable : 23 (31.8)
. Moderately stable 19 (26.0)

Highly stable o 4
_ ) ¥ scote 12.0 Range: 5-15°

-HEALTH STATUS SCALE (n=717)

- Poot : T 27 (35.1)
Average : 26 (33.8)
Good . T 24 (31.2) .
) X score 9.1 Range: 4-12
! . . RELIGIOUS AFFILIATION SCALE (n-78) - - .
» L Weak - 31 (40.8)
T Moderate ST 30 o {39.5)
Strong - ’ 15 ' (19.8)
: 2 score 5.2 Range: 3-9
: RESIDENTIAL STABILITY SCALE (n=78)
1 o . Less stable 17 (21.8)
: Moderately stable - 32 . (41.1)
Highly stable . 29 - (37.2)
R score 6.7 Range: 3-=9
'FERTILITY SCALE (n=79)
Low 23 (29.1)
Morlerate - .45 (56.9)
High - 11 (13.9)
X score 6.1 Range: 3-9 _
MARITAL HISTORY SCALE (n=80)
21 ) (26.3)

Less stable
‘Modetately stable 33 (41.3)
Highly stable . - 26 - {32,9)
) ® score 7.6 Range: 4712 .

L
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attainment for: females and disagreement over religious) convictions in a majority

of cases. They had higher than expected incidence of poor health and their

marital history indicated one half Ixad divorced prevmusly.

_,/E_,dld,!lotfflnd however, that divoroing older persons were less resi-
dentially or occupationally stable than other popuiations of older persons,
nor did we “¢ind any evidence of a rural to urban migration before or after
divorce act'ion was filed. ‘I’ne majority of the marriages had endured much

longer (x=20 yn) than the median seven years reported for the general diwrcmg

/"

population and had resulted in the b1rth of one or more children.
Cert:ain profiles ' which lend to confirm existmg stereotypes, were
:Ldentlf“ed from the data, includmg (1) the multiple marriage, characterized’
by three or more divorces (2) the mistaken second narriage. typically entered .
) - into cfter a brief widmhood and (3) the collapsed rnarnage. representing a /.
rrarginal quality marriage of long duration. of these the collapsed marriage was,

by far, the nost cammon in our sanple.

;' One obvious question is why indlviduals would terminate a marriage in
which they had invested =) many years. We speculated that personality defici};s
N :or inad@mte role perforrmnce identified as explanations in younger ‘population
might also contribute to late 11fe divorce. It ‘may be, indeed, that mdividuals
experience miltiple marriages are exl'ubitmg synptans of an inadequately
" developed personality or that thoae who cannot adjust to life with a new.
marital partner percen.w the role performance of the second mate to be inade-
quate. But few of our sample had failed repeatedly in marriage or were trying

to accomodate the role expectations of a relative stranger.
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In exarm.rung the collapsed marnages prevalent in our sample ‘the mgrtancn
of "low" and "affection" in long marriages was confirmed. 'I‘he "eguse" given
typically mvolved "ack of emotional gratification. Our subjects expected
marriage to entail more than continued accarodation at any cost. Yet the ab-
_sence of love was not enough to induce mdimduals to seek divorce. In long
marriages the decis‘ion to divorce typically inwolved a-lengthy period of think-
ing about drvorce prior to the actual filing. Thoughts of- divorce were prec:.-A
pitated by a general unhappiness in the marnage punctuated by occasional penods '

of acute strain. At same point, however, the balance tipped in favor of divorce.

This tipping often eppeered to take the form of a.par_ticular event _euch as
‘an adulterous affair, retire:rent, illness, conflict over a major purchase, or the
launchmg cf the last child. Interestingly, this precipitating event often
served as a means to focus a sense of general dissatlsfaction with the marriage.
whether the event was of an on-going nature (e. g.adultery) or represented a new
'experience (e. g. retirement) at least one of the marital partnez‘s viewed it as
overvhelming evidence that what had been tolersble in the past would get worse
in the future -if thifigs did not change. Indiv:.duals responded to these prec:.pi-
tating events i.n different ways. Some perceived these events as opportumties
to liwe differently, others saw an opportunity to do things differently in their
marriage. Each one, however, went through a period of reassessing the marriage.

This reassessrrent of the marriage and the formulation of an alternative
attraction (Ienthall, 1977) to ‘a deficient relationship oocurred at a vulnerable
point in many marriages. The data show nost of the individuals in long marriages
of moderate to low quality had experienced a fair amount of life stress in the
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ten years prlor to filing for divorce. 'I‘hey also indicated no strong rela—
’ tlonslup between low marital qualfty and high life stress suggestmg that stress-

ful events do not generally, in and of themselves, impact marital quahty

"A high 'invest_nent goes into long marriages. A marginal rate of return
represented by marriages of low to moderate quality may be acceptable when :
there are. other sources of gratlflcatlon or if the support provided in the xrar-
riage is adequate to deal with the external threats to marital cchesiveness.
Removal of other source‘S"”of‘gfati“fi'cationT'such» as that represented- by work,
or an'increese in external stressors, such'leh- those caused by illness, may 1Ie-

quire a reforrulation of the costs and -ben'efits in a marginal quality marriage

. of ‘long duration.

| In our sanple s:.gmflcantly different responses were found for older men ?nd
wamen to the termnatlon of their marriage.  vomen we.re significantly rore \
likely to rate their divorcing marriage as “low quali;:y, but nore likely to i
react negatively to the idea of a divorce. This may reflect an assessment E :
of a higher oost of divorce for trem Conversely, men rated their divoroing~ /-’;~
marriages more positively; they also reected nore positively to getting a

divorce.

Quahtative data presented in the interview provided some explanation
of these differences. Older women foresaw few opportunities to establiah a
new life or for "retooling" to liwe a different life. They wexe much nore
likely to pramte a oonfmntatmn in hopes of forcing change within the mar-
riage. In contrast, older men envisioned the opening up of opportmlties to

’ ~
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tatiop/hoping to be able to call the bluff inherent in "either/or" situations.

do-things they had always wanted to do, yet were concerned that the cost of

their "freedom" not be too great. Males were more 1ike1y to force a confron-

These attitudes may help exi:lain the arrbivalence the majority of
subjects exhibited dur'mg the dissolution of their marriage. They may
also ‘help explain the amount of conflict surroundmg t.he divorce, as well

= ‘as why, unlike in younger populations, males were just as likely to file as

file a:s?females. Women appeared to be seeking to increase their benefits and

=

men; to reduce their costs associated with divorce. Few mdimduals portrayed
thexrselves either as hapless victims or as joyful partic:.pants in the’ di—

vorce process.

/

Sex also was strongly associated with oonsequences and post
divorce adjustment. Females reported rrnre negative consequences, used 1ess ef~
fective problem solving strategies, were less success_ful in r_esolving their

'problerrs,/and exhibited higher levels of post divorce stress. While not par-?

ticularly surpris.ng in and of itself, the "gender gap" in l_ate life divorce
was stronger amd much more pervasive than anticipated.

. Women were less happy in their mrriages, but were la\ess'willing to.end
them They reported more organizational activity,. more :Lnteraction with
frie.nds ‘and family, btt were less positive about the support they received

,from those sources during the divorce process. Women reported more social -
‘censure and more negative feelings toward their spouses and others perceived.

| as responsible for the divorce. After their divorce women were iess.likely -

to be dating, less enthusiastic about: remarriage and less optimistic about

‘the ‘futj.ure. _

o’



(8)

AGE AND DIVORCE

.

The significance of the : der gap reported above raturally leads to
' speculation as to whether tl? differences found were, part ‘a function of
_ age. We had speculated thad the methods of sanpling and the small nurbers of
older persons included in the samples (because of their low rate o. divorce)
might be the reason that age differences were not found in earlier studies.
Despite an increase in the sim of our sanple and a more restricted age randge,

we were unable to oonfim age-related-hypotbeses.

In our sample, age alone appeared to play an inSignificant role. Close
examination of the data reveal'ed almost no significant di fferences between ‘age
and other variables of interest. Age did not appear to be associated with
those personal and ital characteristics related to divorce. the "causes"
of divoroe, the t of divorce experienced, the consequences endured as a

resuit of divorce, nor adjustrrent subsequent to the divorce.

One reason age did not emerge as significant mav be related to the way
in which our age groups were defined Although we attenpted to select ap-
propriate boundaries to our two stages in the life cyble and birth cohorts,

s we may have missed tbe mark by using chronological age alone to define these ‘
' events. , '
N { 7

_— . Our speculation about chromlogical age being an inadequate marker is

{
fueled by an cbservation of the age differenoes evident in many of the couples a

inwolved in the divoroe action in our sarrple. When a marriage between two
people has endured for a long period of time, a certain amount of blurring of

~
\\

!
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differences might be expected to occur. Such fading represents, in effect,
a regression of sorts to a mean set of experiences and values. ‘In point '
biof/fa‘c{;{;the social exchange model of Lewis and Spanier (1979) implies this
process of blurring is one way of successfully adapting tq marriage. Al-
though sub.ject:s in our sample may have been unable to "fade" enough to be
~ successful in the:Lr marriage, they may have adapted enough--after a long mar-
riage "in particular--so that their age was no longer an accurate marker of
events for them. |

Of course, t{Lt may be that age truly has littll elgmflcance. Effects
| generated by stage in the llfe cycle or birth cohort imay be overshadowed by
major life events‘,,_,pa.rtlcular\ly non-norrrat:.ve ones. Divorce may be a unifying
event, much in the way that being a twin ar being a victim of a violent
crive acts to orient perspective related to tl\me ghared trait. The main event

is, after all ‘ddvorce. ' . ' o K

Relatlonsh:Lp BetweenJg and Sex ' oy

'I‘he literature does suggest that older wamen in particular are likely to‘
suffer more from divorce. .Thus, we assumged that at least the females in
our saxrple muld show sanme age differences. Again our assmptions were not
supported our findings .did not show a decline in adjustrre.nt with advanting
age for females. ‘Rather, although not sn.gniflcant, we found those wamen |
underthe age of 65tohave lower adjust:rent than -those over the age of 65.. .

One possible explanation for this fi.ndmg is that those women under the
age of €5 also had higher life stress scores. It may be they were coping
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with more stressful eyents at the tine of their divorce. Further, the eco-
nomic status of those woren unde_ age 65 was less stable than those over
- the age of 65, resultmg in greater. financial strain subsequent to the

e

divorce. . . '

These findings are very suggestive. It may very'm.-ll/be tha_t the re-

- lationship between age and- post divorce adjustment is cumlmear. That is,
| after a low which occurs in mi¢ life (45 - 65 years) females nay be less
affected by the diworce. Econamic mndependence of sorts may be achleved »
through retirenient being alone is more common as other older won"en become
widowed; and decreasmg parental responsibilities may provide nore time or

’*mterest to develop roles apart from that of wife and mother:

 PREDICTING ADJUSTMENT TO DIVORCE . .
- A major part ofl‘ou‘r study was concerned with adjustment to divorce

in late life. A divorce adjustrent model was aeveloped to predict which in-
dividuals would score lower on post diwvorce adjhstnent. -‘ihie model, shown
in Figure 1, euggested a set' '::f relaﬁionships between five predictor vari-
ables-anticibated cost, divorce experience, consequences, time and sex--
and the crltermn variable--post divorce adjustment. Table II identifies/me
— 1tam used in the predictor and crit\enon m\iAbles for the regressz.on model.
In our model we hypothesized that a h:.gher anticipated cost would result in
a more negative divorce experience, that a negat:we divorce experience would
result in higher negative conseguences and that higher negative consequences
would result in lcmerwost d:.vorce ad;usﬂrent, with sex and t:ure acting' as

mtervenmg \mriables.

W
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T . TABLE II

STy

ITEMS USED TO CREATE PREDICTOR AND CRITERION VARIABLES |
' .+ 1\ . IN DIVORCE ADJUSTMENT MODEL

~ ANTICIPATED COST . .
Marital risk scale : . =57

Marital guality scale Range = 28-84
Life stress scale
_ 'DIVORCE EXPERIENCE = . _ o ,/
' Progessual conflict index . n =178 /
Emotional reaction to divorce a = .86 :
;7 Range = 2-6
CéﬁSEQUENCES‘ _
y Legal conseguences n =62
-/ Social consequenges . a = .74
Economic conseguences Range = 60-180

Psychological consequences

ADJUSTMENT
Langner psychiatric checklist n=179
Problem resolution score a = .85
} ‘ Range = 5-37
PIME | | - o »
Computed length time (months) n = 81
from first thought of filing Range = 1-76
to interview i b R ' '
SEX o V\ .~ n=81

14
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1

'Dol test our model, we put forth seven hypotheses about the relationships
the variouisvlconponents of the mdel had with one another, as well as with

\ '
adjustment.| 'In our analyses, we determined:

]

1 . ' :

1) Two components of anticipated costs, marital risk and marital
guality, were related to type™df divorce experience, although
not in the expected direction; further, they did not account
for a significant portion of the variance in post divorce
adjustment ; ,

2) The tnird component of anticipated cost, life gtress was not
related to type of divorce experience, but did account for same
small amount of variance in post divorce adjustment; this re-
lationship was in the expected direction with those having
higher life stress also having lower post divorce adjustment;

3) A negative divorce experience was associated with higher ne- _
gative social, ecancimi€ and psychological consequences; having -
_a positive divorce experience resulted in higher legal . -
o or : e

4) A negative divorce experience did help explain &:s/igni-ficant'
) portion of the variance in post divorce adjustment; - ‘

5) Higher negative social, psychological and econamic consequences
were predictive of lower post divorce adjustment; higher overall
_consequences were associated with lower post divorce adjustment;

6) Sex accounted for the greatest arrmn'xt-.".i of the variance in post
" divorce adjustnent; and ‘ .

7Y The amount of tima individuals had to respond to the divorce

{prior to interview) was not a significant factor in post di-
vorce adjustment scores.

~ Collectively, the findings provide evidence that the rrndel wias successful witl
54 per cent of the variance in post divorce adjustrent accounted for by five |
predictor variables. Results of the regression equation are shown in
Table III. | -

Discuésion of the Divorce Adiust‘rmt Model -

The model did not, however, work exactly as we originally had hypothesiz
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o - as
'me first camponent of the model, anticipated.cost, conpesed of rrenta\l
quality, marital risk and life stress varialales, fa-iled to work as expectes.
The absence of strong correlations among the three varlables mdlcated that
the mdex 'we had developed to maasure ant1c1pated cost would not work in
the regress:.on equatlon Additional regression analys:.s indicated that llft_

stress was associated with post divorce adjusment, vhile mantal risk and

marital quality showed no relationship with aajusutent.. In our final. mdel,
" then, life strees was used to replace the antlcn\.pated cest variable in the
,multlple regression equation. N o
The behavn.or of the marital rlsk and nantal quality variables
in the analysis was unexpected. Part of the dlfflcult_y may ha_ve been the
result of measurenent preblems. The scales were constructed ,post ‘hoc and
may not have adequately represented the concept inherent in anticipated cost.
In addition, it may be that subjects who had not divorced previously did not
approach the termination of their marriage with the same ability to define
their expectations for the experience as did those who had been inwolved
in another divorce. : )
- It ‘may also be that mdlv:.duals who reportedly had low risk, high
quahty narnages and also reported a more pos:.tlve dz.vorce experience
were delud:mg t}'arselves. wWe speculated that the delusion might be related
to the investment the marriage represented. To devalue the marriage would
be to devalue themselves and the time they had spent in it. Indeed, to
" do otherwise might signal that these subjects were 8o undesirable themselves
- they had to keep what they Lha& reg_ardless of the quality. - h




" on the relationship which had failed. S

(16)
Another possib‘le explanation is sex. This derived from the more
positive ratgngs given to their marriage by men. We suggested thet_
males wpo already had made a transition to a satisfying new heterosexual
relationship (as had most in our sarrple) would not be likely to spend mxh

\
tme\ reviewing the warts and wrmkles of a marriage done and over with as

. far as they were concerned. The females in our saxrple generally had not

' developed higw heterosexual relationships and were, in fact, still focused

\,

Yet another explanation may be that those subjects who reported
their marriages as bemg of high quahty and theu di\(orce as being a po-
sitive experience may be optnnists. That is, those suéects may be indi-
viduals who look for the good in every situation and always view their |
world as "looking up. " | '

A second divergence from the model was the positive association
between high legal conseqmnces and high post divorce adjustrent. We had
specnilated t.hat ritualizsd conflict provided through the judicial system
allowed Bubjects to extemalize some - of the cost of divoroe. Cne could

feel blaxreless and virttnus regardless of the outoorre Amt}'er explana-

tion might be a gemrational or cohort effect That is, for this age

group_, seeking refqge in legal dissolution of their marriage might have

been the most appropriate re se. One was expect:ad to use a lawyer and

_ gh legal” oonsequenoes did ot neoessarilymean an involved or pro-
tracted fight over the divorce. In fact, just the opposite was true.
Although time was not a significant variable in the regression model,

. .
. N

. . . . !
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generally the shorter the time the subjects had to adjust, the higher the )
‘post divorce adjustment tended to be. This finding contradicts findings
in other studies. ‘It might be that the long canflict which often pre-
ceded the contenmplation of diwvorce resulted in most of the requlred emo-
tional wlthdrawal taking place long before the subjectS"actually took any
ctlon to dlssolve the1r marriage.
| Desplte the problans found in the orlgmal regressmn xrodel, we found
" that sex, the type of dnoroe experlence and owerall oonsequenoes were |
:upred\i‘?:tlve of post divorce adjustment. Taken together these three va-
‘riables acoounted for one-half of the variance m post divorce adjustment
nscores. An indicatlon of the strength of the rrodel ms found in the re-
sults of analysis conducted on several single variables found to be _
correlated with post dlvorce adjustrrent. Put into a regression nodel,
single varlables such as health status and fertility did not account for
more than five per cent of the variance in post divorce adjustment. |
while the type of divorce experience and overall consequences ac=
' _count for twenty per cent of the vananoe in post divorce adjustment,. in
.each mdel we tested sex accounted for the greatest amount of variance in

/

subject scores. Obviously sex only explains variance in tie statlstical (
"sense. Females are.n'\t necessarily.born with less ability to adapt; indeed,
the biological evidence indicates that they may ‘be more able to adapt to'

 change in their environment. If an inr\ate difference doeen't explain the.
lowered capacity of females to adjust ~to.divprce successfully, 'zthen, the
question we must ask ourselves is what circumstances are responsible.

The data would .suggest the deck is stacked against the -

successful adjustmant of older females in particular. Their chance of
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'remarnage is low and they have almost no hope of establlshmg a satjs- 24

.fymg heterosexual relatlonshlp even though that is percelved as the sinqle

most important ingredient necessary for Jsucoessful ddﬁustrrent. The need

for friendships and orgamzed act1v1ty is hlgh, yet females often peroelvx_
\ themselves as shut out and bemg treated as unwelcoxre "fn.fth wheels. "
Females expenence a helghtened sense of personal failure yet they are less
effective in resolymg the:.{ problems, at least partially because they do

not know how to marshall resources in response to their problems..
IMPLICATIONS OF THE STUDY

The findings in this study have potential theoretical and policy impli-
cations. ‘The philosophical view under which individuals operate may affect
the way in which they respond to non-normative events such as divorce.
Models which are predicated on rationality may not work very well in pre-
dicting outcomes for individuals not accustomed to viewing the world in that
mode.  We must ask ourselves if a particular philosophical view predominates

\ in a given culture ‘and how alternative perspectives are to be accommodated

by existing theoretical models. B

our findings point to other major implications as well. One impli- .
cation is that the formalized, managed dissolution of marriage is mportant
If it did nothing else but signify the actual end of a marital union so |
that individuals could get on with biilding a new life, the divorce process
would be important. - But it apparently plays a more important role,‘ allowing
individuals to shift events in such a way as to sanitize any hint of cul-
pability for the failure of their marriage. We could argee, in fec't, that

formalized dissolution i3 important enough that the mowerent to divorce by
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mail or mass trial may be potentially destructlve even to individuals who
think t.hey agree on the need to dissolve their marriage. It is equa113;
ifmportant, however, ﬂ'lat the confmntatmn be skillfully managed. Ther:
was ipparent]’.y very little gained by_rrerelg increasing the lewel of con-
flict in the divorce process. :

~ The implications for the law in these fmdmgs are very suggestlve.
On the one hand, the data ‘Suggest that - subjects endmg thelr marnage
need a n'ethod to arque for or agamst the termination of then- marrlage
Fault, or blaxre if you wn.ll, is a concept whlch is deeply rooted in
psyche of the individuals in our sample. Existing "no fault" di)brce law
does not appear to prevent individuals from atte:rpting to externalize the
blame for the fa:.lure of their marriage, buu it does appear to cas;: ‘them
in a samwhat unfavorable light if they seek'to do it publicly or legally.
In other words, under no fault divorce the termination of the rrarriage is
supposed to be ‘a quiet, decorous event where all parties concerned arniably
agree to all conditions. Unfortunately, this seldom is the case. Re-
sistant parties now have few options but to go kicking and screaming into
court where they may be treated either as objects of pity or as cbdurate
corrplainers. ' ' | \ . :
- The difficulty with family law issues, such as those presented by
divorce, is that equity is not easily found for all involved One potential
solution is 1ncreased routine use of an arbitration or rradiation process
to negotiate outcomes in conflictive marriages. Such a process might pro-
vide a more positive way for individuals to work through’ t_he failure of
their marriage. |
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- Bnother implication is found in the lopsided éffect of divorce in
late life on women. While much has been said about the need for older men
to expand their identity beyond work so that retirement is less traumatic
for them, much less has been said about providing meaningful alternatives
or e@ending the number of roles evailable to older wcnen Many are not
prepared to function in roles other than that of wife and rmother. With
their parental role reduced and their status as spouse taken .away these
woren are ill prepared errotlonally, financially or socially to ‘adapt.
Worse.yet there is little help available to older women., oOften they
do not feel comfortable with the type of assertive feminism practiced by |
younger dlsp}aced homemakers. Judges, lawyers, clergymen, professional .
. counselors and ‘social service workers .,.appear either as unknown or unhelp-
ful figures.  Their rage,"fear and pain often seemed excessive, if xl{xot un-
| seemly, even to themselves. Women such as these create an interesting
dilemma for society. They reflect a socialization process which erpha-
sized a set ef expecterions which‘are no longer held by the majority of .

‘séciety's menbers.

A
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