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'NEBRASKA
.%_’,_\ ) . ) v
- A déscriptive FépSFE QF K-12 public school districts in Nebpaska

eﬁru]??ng 900 . students or 7355 ﬂcmpared to ﬁatanWIdE research Flndiﬁgs

¥

fgr rural sch@al dIStFIEtS af Slmhiléf size. F@rty—faur districts were
survayéd in Nebraska; 642 districts were surveyed in the national study.

= The study gathered data related to the rural dlStFlﬁt, the schﬂgl
EuperlﬁtEﬁdEnt the tgazhars, school programs, andistudEﬂt_ﬁerF@rmancei
) ] . A C

Data was'ga1leztéé during the: 1982-83 sghaai'year.
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A RESEARCH REPORT OF SMALL/RURAL,_ SCHOOL DISTRICTS IN NEBRASKA
L8 (COMPARED T0 SCHOOLADISTRICTS OF SIMILAR SIZE NATIONWIDE

. e C}éi 1. .
- = - Co by ‘ .
“o © .. Bruce 0. Barker and Ivan D. Muse- - -
o o INTRODUCTION ~ ' . . .

Until recently, cémparatively few educators have taken an. interest in the

séretxgths an’& f;hallenge:s - of America's small/rural achools, édéspite . thé fact
# L .

that algost ane‘thir& of America's 'youn‘}gstefé " znd schaci§ classified as

"

rural CEEA Newg, 1982) With the dégliﬁe in school c@ngglidaticn and thé!

r;-u: ~ent pqpulat_iaﬁ shift . to non—met—\f@p@litaﬁ graas (Béal;' 1975), it ds

clearly evid’%ent “that rutal sehcals will c;g tiﬁue to play E signifiﬁant' role’
. 4

]
i

"in the fui:ure educational dévelapmant of a lafge ségmem; of ‘dur society,

-icﬁrréntlyj very 1ittle data are available abdut :ufal sr;:hm:li systems in our .

chiét}? ‘This is ‘particularly true cf K= 12  systems eﬁrclling less than 1, QOD “
. 7 .

students (Nachtigal, 1979). ~ *~ - = o

is tc present major findiﬂgs Df K=12 rural

4 ‘e -

The pu’rpase of this. répcf

"' szzhaal districts in Ngbraska wikh those of a naéionwidé stud}r cgmplgt?d by

Barkez (1983), in which deserip&ive data were EEllEEtEd on K-l.? and/or 1= 12:

rural schacl& systems Eﬁrelling EDD students or 1? . ’I‘ha findings wefé’gathered

' during the - 1982a8"§ academic yéar:‘.

*

. METHOD, "
- o - - . . * . 3 ... .
Using thé : quéaﬁiénf-gireétcfy, ,‘»Ffali;’3 :19865, I';oc:a]fi, Education ég encies as.

A : . y —~ , )
a rafe:encé, a hand cr:u’nt was - madg af all K-lE andf 1-12 public school

Y . }

= . E,E\p N i
districts in the United States whic;h enrcll EC\D stu v;l ts or less. Of the.
: a ' \

Lo

nation's 15,601 'public ﬂisﬁtficts, 4,125 (26.4 per.:ena) were identified as
L L publi : , -

.qualifying K-12 EQI‘; 1512 s}fsféms. In Nebfasksg 249 qualifyiﬂg district

were.

o

e

identified, These d%str et represented 76. 4 percent oi,'j"'..,.the state's’ 334 7,
P, ) L . ) i =



non-county administer - o o éﬁf§l1§§,2§15lé students.’
Questionnaires e ndEn;s“'cf, 815.,:éndom1j 1seiégtad'

=dis£ficts'iﬁ the n:

Qmpleteé quégﬁiOﬁﬁgigés were Eétutﬂéd‘ffﬂﬁ :

o . . - ' - ‘r} . ?\3 o
642 districtg (78 : an >l o~ same qu?st_éﬂnaire was mailed~to 50 districts
: 2 . . L 2 ) ’ v .
in. Nebraska, of * ‘ ﬂﬁléed (SS;D,*EIEEnt) ”ThéﬂéuéStianpaige posed, -
' questions relate: . f%lw district J-Ehé_ sghaﬂl éﬁpetimtendéﬁé; Eﬁef
taachérs, school pr - studant pérfg' ance. - ¢ o B

= 1 - -
! - . x . =

‘A -comparison @f thg majof Eindings dﬁ_,

e,
¥

Study are rapcrted in Table 1. e -~
. .| CONCLUSION = -
) / i

. Nebrasgka is one cf the 133 i g

i i

number of rural distri;ts whigh make ﬁp the state's public 'school system. It. is

poses challen g s and rewards

.large. urban distr{et, and even many larger rural distficts. It is hoped that

-

the iﬁfﬂfmat?ion presented herein will
5 B

interested in édqéation, to more knawiedgfably enhance the strengths “and a%ﬁress

the needs of the émall/rural districts within the.state.

ebraska with thése of the national -

T

in many way g-uﬂiquely different frgmjth@se @f a

ssist Néhfaska educators,‘ and others.

s

states in the nation in relation to éha ¢



'95‘, - ‘;' A o \ . TABLE 1 o . e ; T L
w T i ; : : ) ) : )
EDMPARIS o QE.RQSEAg H FINDINGS ON K-12 PUBLIC SCHOOL DISTRICTS IN NEERASKA
. L AND THOSE NA IDNWIDE ENROLLING 900 STUDENTS OR'LESS.''1983., .
| i : ‘ .
' . B Nebraska -~ 'Ndation -
'The Rural Distri:t . *
1.- Avergge student enrallménc per distriqt 1 285 .. 436
' 2. Average number of schools per district ' . 1.6 |- 2.4
3. Average student enrollment per school . . | 143.8 ¢ 1885
- 4, Average geographical size of distriﬁt in A : )
" ™ square miles - . 162 . § 245
' Percent’ af student's busséd to school 45,3 . 64.4
- . Mean farthest Dne—way distance students . . .o
. - bussed (miles) TR 15,8 . 19.0
Percent of districts feparting receipt of s - ' .
. state aid or- funding for small school . . " - e s
',‘Fistricts : b 11.6 C24.2
Average dollar amount of last bond issue - $630, 794 : $715,GE€’"§§
Percent of districts- passing last bond issue 92.9" - '87.5.
Q. 'Percent of distficts reporting de:liﬂing i '
- enrollments ° . , . 40;9 1 = 36.2
,éIEgﬁSpperiﬁtepdeﬁtv' \ f\} o " )
-1, Average age of superintenden 44.3 LW A7.1.-
2, .Par:ent of superintendents hﬂlding : A : N
o master's as highest degree P | " 55.4-
. 3. Percent of superinteudents haldlng Ed. o ' ;
v Specialist degree . - 79.5 31.5
. 4. Percent of superintendents hﬂld ing . _ . '
' doctorate degree 1l.4 - = * 13.1..
5. Average tenure as superinténdent (years) . 6.8 - 8.5
6.” Percent of superintendents: répartimg annual "
—®  salary in excess of $35,000 - o 25.0 | © 37,4
7. Percent 6f full-time superimtEﬁdents L _ 81.8° 75.8
8. Percent of superintenden;/prin:ipal . : o
combinatiofs ol 18.2 Al 20.9

9. Percent of superintendents who. wgrked

for district prior ta appointmEﬁb as - .
superintendent . : : C K 22,7 - 0 29.4
The ieachers T . S g{
1. Ayerage’ numbét af Elementary'teachers in = | . o
district - , . 9.5 . R
2. Average number of secandary téagﬁers in. tol .

- district : - < . - . 14,7 - 15.7°
3. ' Average tea;her/student ratim . o né.'lzll 8 | 1:14.5 ,
4. Percent teachér turnover (1982-83) P 8.9 . 8.6
5. Mean beginnifg teacher salary (1982-83) . - "811,948 §12,492°
6. Mean top teacher salary (1982-83) - 2 L $20,472 . $20,506 -
7. Mean current teacher salary (1982583) : } 816,129 - $16,377

= : - = 6 . , g !-E'i:;
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Ayeragé numbe: of "steps to re ach top’ Qf

salagy schedule T g ¢
9% séveragé;numbgr af different subjeet prepar—
- atiaﬁs fnr ségandary teachers o L. =
" =& . ! A . g cm
StudEﬁteQEIfermangé§ oo .1~$;rz;f; T
5 14 ‘Mean numbe; of’g;aduating SEﬁiats - .
" 2. Percent of graduating seniors recggniged as
. National Merit Exam Finalists ? R
3. Percent of graduating seniors achieving -
scores of 25 or above on Americ an CDIiEgE
° - Test (ACT Exam) . .
"4c Percent of graduating seniors aEhiEViﬂg
' sscoreg’-0f- 1100 or .above. on Scholastie
s Aptitudé Test (SAT,Exam) .
“5. Percent of graduatiug seniors going on to |
- eollege - m . 0
6. «Percent of gfaduatihg seniars go g to
o teﬁhnical school. - [ ', : .
% ’ -

acl Ptggrams

.. School Psychologist -

Percénc of districgg eﬁplayimg either full or
’paft—time, the fcllnwing resource personnel'

:Spazial Eduaatian
School Gaunselgtif

School Nurse

" . Librariar/Media Specialist

B Béskgtball

., Gymmastics

e T AT XA

“Adult Education Director

Community Education Director

Vocatienal Education Direéﬁor Coe
'Percent of districts @ffering theigpllawiﬁg
sports programs;

Football - - . ~ =~ . 5

Softball . - -
Volleyball ! ‘
Cross Country Irack‘ -
Sodcer o :

Wrestling N .
Track and- Fiaeld .
Golf i
Tennis

Swimming

e

s

95.5,
97.7"

36.4

47;7;! b

95.5
11.4

6.8
1106

' 38.6
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, Table 1 (contrinued)
T Variable M. Nebraska Nation
3. Percent of districts foariﬁg the following —
courses as a part Df their cufriculum. A . )
Spanish ° o 27.9 41.8
German 7.0 - 9.7
‘Fregeh 11.6 1879
- Calculus 34,9 35.9.
Chemistry 88.4 - 79.4
Computer Science ' . 69.8 " 60.3
Electronics : 18.6 13.0
Vocational Agficglturé ~41.9 - ,63.1
Ph: sics 83.7 °* 67.7
}‘5 i i . R . - (‘/‘ :
== - A = — R
o ’ N o 9 ~
1)
F i .
= = 7 —i- — - ﬂ
s L 4 - : =
¥ o - ]
. ) 3 '
- 5 J}‘ =
¢
A . PR M
SN\ - . :
. ] 5 -
’ ] 9 .
<. _ .
i\ * Z\
| IR 8



S ! . - Ejibliqgfaphgf

£l

»Barkeg, Bruce 0. "A Descriptive Study of K—lz and 1-12 Rural Scho al Systems
in the United States.": Unpublishe&'Dagtoral Dlssartsflun. Br igham Young
*Univergity, Provo, Utah. 1983. - ' ' : _ . .

;g l Calvin L. Tha Revival of " Populatinn Gggyﬁb in Nanmetrﬂp 1 ﬂ America.

Wa hington .C.: Government Printing Office, 1975.

:Nachtigali Paul, imprayiﬁé Educatian in Ruralwggerica- Past Efforts, Future
Opportunities.

Actéptin% Reslity' An Agenda for the Future Imptavément
for Rural Educatinn. Washingtgn, D.C.: National Instituta of Educaticﬁ.

December®1979. ERIC: Dccument ED -196-635,

Rural Education NewsgivéiumE;

"Research Focuses on Pfablems of Rural Sﬂhnols. Rural Education New
32:4, Fall‘ 1982, 4-5. S X _ ‘ - - SN
3

U.s. Dépaf;maﬁt of Educatioen. Educagigp Directar, Fall IBSD Lacal Education
National Center

gencies. by Jeffrey W. Williams and Warren A. Hughes.

for.Education Statistics, Washington, D.C.: Government Pfingiﬁg foiﬂeg

1980.
. . -
- - * =
3 N - .
- L] - ° 14 ;g"f '
&, j— ’
= * . = L
E Y
- P
. i
S
- - . .
1 . B \v\‘, ¥ -~
- d. - l
T s £ i
., ¥ :
Legtte © . )
» . . AR - -
] = -
& '(E
- 2 ! .
- .
A ~ s
Bl




