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to the develapment QE prSChDDl Ehlléren s selﬁ deﬁ;n;tLOns cf
attractiveness. Research questions were (1) At what ages can children '
state a self-definition of attsactlveness? (2) Are self-definitions -
temporally stable? (3) To what degree are’children's self- judgments
similar to. guégmgntsémade of them by socializers? and, (4) What is
the relatlan5h1p of chifldren's self-judgments of thelr attractiveness
to their behavior and to verbal reports of their behavior? A sample -
of 140 subjects included equal numbers of male and female white
preschool children, 3 through 6 years of age, and their parents,
teachers, and peers. Seli -definitions of a;tractlveness were obtained
by ask1ng children to rate themselves on a three-point scale while
looking in a mirror; self-definitions were obtained again 2 weeks
later. Children were also asked to rate their own behaviprs and were
observed for positive and negative behaviors during fre ’Play
Additionally, .parents and teachers rated each child's behaviors, and
peers rated each child's attractiveness. Results indicated that
children at all ages seem able-to report self-judgments of

' attractiveness and that such.reports exhibit short-term stability.
cher finéings inéicateé that 5e1f judgments were more felated to

selfﬁjudgments to gudgments made af them by Sac1311;ers ‘and other
adult raters. (RH) : aﬁ )
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L 1

‘FﬁYSIClL'ATTRAGT1VENEES ét;RTS 4. STRONG -AND ELRVASiVE
INFLUENCE ON PERSON PERCEPTION, SOCIALIZ 1IGN 'AND INT;RELRSDNAL
RELATIONSHIPS (EiG..ADAMS, 1977; BLRSGHEID & WALSTER 19743
LANGIOIS & STEPHAN, igsii_- IN GENERAL, ATTRACTIVE PEOPLE,

TEND TO BE EVALUATED AND TREATED MUGH MORE PDSITIVELI THAN
" UNATTRACTIVE PEOPLE. . LANGLOIS AND STEPHAN (1981 AND ADAMS \7
(1977) THEDRIZ& THAT DHIS DIFFEF RENTIAL SOCIALIZATION PROCESS

RGES IN EARLY CHILDHOOD. THESE TH.OR STS ALSO ASSERT EHAT

OVER DEVELOBMENT CHILDREN ACQﬂlﬁhﬂgﬂLF 3FINIT1DNS OF
ATIRﬂCTIVLNESS THAl APPRDXIMATﬁ THE DLE, I@IDNS OF THEM BY

SOCIALIZING AG@NIE AND, IN TURN BGIN TO EMIT' BEHAVIDRS

CONSISTENT WITH THEIR SELF-DEFINITIONS IN A SELF-PROPHZTIC
" MANNZER. : '

BARLTER RESEARCH HAS DOCUMENT.D THAT ATTRACTIVE AND
UNATTRACTIVE CHILDREN ARE DIFFZRENTIALLY SOCIALIZED BY
PARENTS ( E.G. TAPP & DOWNS, 1983), TIACHERS (£.G. DION, 1973){

AND PEERS (E.G. LANGLOIS & DOWNS, 1979). HOWEVER, CHILDREN'S

w

SEL UD%MENTQ OF . ATTRACTIVENEQS REMAIN VIRTUALLY HNSTUDILD
FOCUS HAS /BEEN ON THE DLVILGPMHNT DF THESE SLIF JUDGMENTS

]
I:-‘I\
oy

THE PRESCHOOL AGE WAS SELECTED FOR STUDY QINCE LARLIER- THLDRI

AND RESEARCH SUGGESTS THE EXTREME IMPDRTANQE'QF THIS PLRIOD IN
THE INFLUENCE OF ATTRACTIVENESS (E.G. ADAMS, 19773, BERSCHEID B
WALSTER, 1974; LANGLOIS & DOWNS, 1979; LANGLOIS &ﬂ IEEHAE, 1981+

5 . : s N
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RESEARCH QUES TI@HS' e

AT WHAT AGES ARE CHILDRLN QAPABLQ OF 'STATING A

SLLF~DQF ITIQN OF ATTRACTIVENLSSQ

ARE CHILDREN'S SELFeDEFIEITIQES TEMPORALLY 'STABLE?

70 WHAT DEGREE ARE CHILDREN'S SELF-JUDGMENTS' SIMILAR -

70 JUDGMENTS MADE, OF THEM BY SALIENT SOCIALIZERS?

? IS THE RELATIONSHIP OF CHILDE SELF-JUDGMENTS
OBSERVED BE HAVIOR? .
VERBAL REPORTS OF BLHAVIQR?f
{
oA - f
u 3
S }
4 S
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. :)E ,
.. THE SAMPLF i ITE PRLSCHODLLRS (AGES 5-6;
HALF FEMALE), TH SN ‘HLRS AND PEERS. SELF DEFINITIONS
. A 1]
OF ATTRACTIVENES s ~ o0: -  BY ASKING' CHILDREN IQ:RATE
THIMSELVES. (WHI: ~ 4 MIRBDR) ON A 3<POINT SCALE.
* SELP- DEFINITIO! JED AGAIN TWD WEEKS* LATER (T0O
ASSESS PEST-RET. = Ligz; . IN SEPARATE- PESTINGS,
CHILZDREN WL-EL A go RATE ‘I‘HEIR ’m«m BEHAVIORS (E.G.
SHARING, HITTING \wu WERE OBSERVED DURING FREE PLAY FOR
FREQUENCIES ' OF PDSITIVE_AND‘NLGATIVE BEHAVIORS, PARENTS AND
TEACHERS RATED EACH CHILDS BEHAVIORS USING A 40-TITEM
QUESTIONNAIRE INTO WHICH ATTRACTIVENESS RATINGS WERE EMBEDDED.
PEERS RATED EACH CHILI'S ATTRACTIVENESS USING DION'S (1973)
PEER NOMINATION STRATEGY. *
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O . . ResuLes - - :
ORGANIZED BY RESEARCH QUESTION: .~ © 7
1. . CHILDREN AT ALL AGES, STUDIED STATED AN ATTRACTIVENESS
3 'V SELF-JUDGMENT. MOST CHILDREN SELF—GLASSIFigg AS HIGH
I |OR MODERATELY ATTRACTIVEN A SIZBABLE MIKDR;FI 17%,
A 517
,» 'INDICATED THAT THEY WERE LOW IN ATTRACTiVﬁﬂEssi
3 Py ) |
2., ACRUSS THE THO-WEEK TESTING PERTOD TEST-RETEST

‘ y
RELIABILITIES FOR SELF-DEFINITIONS WERE HIGH,
.61, THI.; SUGGESTS THAT PRESCHOOLERS' .

, Mr
\a : AZTRACTIVENESS.SLLESJQDGMLNTS ARE R&LAIIVELYK

=4

7 STABLE OVER TIME. ) - . gf\

3. SEE TABLe 1. CORRELATIONS OF CHILDREN S SELF—

SOCIALIZERS AND ADULT RATERS REVEALZD DIFFERENCES
. BY AGE AND SEX OF CHILDREN: |
v : 3-YEAR~OLD BOYS- STRONG CORRELATIONS WITH ADULT -
S : RATERS ONLY . :
\%3}YEA§QLﬁJGIRLS— STRONG CDRRELATIDNS WIIE
TE}&HERS AND FEMALE PEERS .

5=YEAR-OLD BDKS AND GIRLS& NO SIGNTFICANI

i

£ : \
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:SEE TABLE 2. ~ ANALYSES OF QBSERVED PLAYGROUND BEHAVIDR

~ ATTRACTIVENESS'

AS A FUNCTION OF AGE SiX AND SELF—JUDGED ATERACIiVﬁNESS
OF . CHILDREN YIELDED ALMDST NO EFFECTS'LUE TO .35 >f;

- d

SEE TABLE 3. ANALYSL% OF CHILDREN'S VERBAL REPORTS =
OF BEHAVIQR AS 'A FUNCTION OF AGE, SEX AND SELF-JUDGED

ATTRAC@IVENLES oF CHILDRLN IILLDLD NUMEROUS RESULTS

oF STAYIHG NEAR THE TEACHER, RUNNING AND HTTTING-

, CHILDREN WHO BALISVED THLMSELVES TO BE LOW IN
iATTRACTIVﬁNLSS RL%DRTED GREATQR LEVELS 0O FEAR.

ATTRAQTIVﬁNQSS & SkX INTLRACTI@N EFFE TSQREVEALLD

" THAT BOYS WHO W;RL HIGH: OR MDDERAZE IN ATTRACTIVENLSS

REPORTED HIGHERELLVLLS OF FIGHIIHG HURTING DTHERS /

EAND SCARING QTH&RS— * AMONG GIRLS, THOSE LOW IN

ATTRACTIVlﬂESS HHPDRTED HIGHER LEVELS DF FTGHTING

_—
-
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DISCUSSIDN

i

CHILDREN DO INDﬁbD SQEM CAPAELE OF REPORTING A*
E F-JUDGMENT OF ATTRACTIVEAESSi

GHILDREN'§ ATTRACTIVENESS SELF-REPORTS ARE TEMPORALLY

STABLE OVER A SHDﬁTEEIME SPAN.

SELF-DEFINITIONS ARE GEN&RALLE UNRELATED TG THOSLE

» OF SOCIALIZERS WITH THE EXCEPIIDN oF THE SELP-

DEFINITIONS OF 3-YEAR~OLD GIRLS. _
: . . | o . |
IRONICALLY, SEIE*JHDGHENTS SEEM UNRELATED TO OBSERVED

“PLAYGR@UND BEHAVIOR. RATHER, THESE SELF-JUDGMENTS

~ARE MQRL;RELAIED TO VERBAL REPORTS OF BEHAVIOR.

'S Lﬁ?EJyDGMLNTS MAY

i‘s

RESULTS SUGGEST THAT CHILDRE

2

'BE IMPORTANT IN UNDLRSIANDTN THZ DVERALEAINFLUENGL

OF PHYSICAL ATTRACTIVENESS IN THE OCIALIZAT;DN

PROCESS.” . ~ -~ . ' » i,ﬁgé
. - .
l \\
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.. TABLE 1 . . N

CDRR@LAIIDNg OF SELF- JUDGMLNTS OF ATTRACTIVENESS WITH JUDGM@NIS

EMADL 'BY SALIENT SDCIALI&ERS AND ADULI RATLRS -

2

3-YEAR-OLDS ~ . .  -5-Y4 2AR-OLDS

— . : _—
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ALL SUBJECTS BOYS GIRLS - - BOYS " GIRLS .
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, v L TAEL&-E ,
| ANALYSES OF OBSERVED PLAYGRDUND EEHAVIDR AS A FUNCTION DE SELF*
%’;E o JUDGED ATTRACTIVENESS

Y

ATTRACTIVENES gﬁﬂAIN EFFLCTS ”

WATCH OTHERS: = - F(2, 90) = 4.56, E.; 01
R MODQRATELY AzfﬁACTiVE CHILDREN WATCHED | OTHERS
MORE THAN HIGHLY ATERACTIV* CHILDREN )
ATTRACTIVENESS X SEX LFF&GTS A
SHARE ‘ F(2,90) =-2.97, £=i .05 | f S
BOYS: IOW > MODERATE, HIGH
i 'GIRLS: HIGH > MODERATE, LOW
NO_BFFECTS FOUND Féﬁ://f o
_ PROXIMITY !
TOUCHING . o
TALKING |
HI? WITH OBJZCT :
HIT/PUSH B
 WATK '
SIT i T
CRAWL é )
PLAY ) . '
SMILE ®
RECEIVE HELP ( e
GROOM ¢
- TRANSPORT T0Y f . ) )
THROW f ’ ] /




- ' JTABLE3 -~ . B o )

'SES OF VERBALLY-REPORTED BEHAVIORS AS 4 FUNCTION OF SELP-JUDGED ATTRACTIVENESS

S

~ p< .. .- DIFFERENCES

| N .03 .. - I0W >, MODERATE
Y NiAR DZACHSR ot a8 05 CHIGH > IOW .
.- N 497 . .01 HIGH > MODERATE, LOW

T X A COHIGH > TOW .

A s oo S ] A ) ' :\‘ T ? ]

RACTIVANESS X SEX EFFiCTS  F (2,113) Coe<

| o O BOYS ¢ . GIRLS

HY L Y359 .03 MOD, HIGH® LOW  LOW > MODERATE,HIGH

TOTERS © 3,28 .04  HIGHY MOD.> IOW . ALL =
,- . . . . - . N l
RE OTHERS Co 2.93 .05 HIGH, MOD » LOW .  ALL =
' - S 7, . \
\ | A
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