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NAfIONALISM AND W?RnJMINDLDNESS. JAPANESE VERSUS AMERICAN COMPARISON.

w».»v'

’

Aghop Der—KarabetIan,'Bill Shang, andﬁﬁancy Hsu

The world inad indeed shrunk! - The technology of suprasonic
travel and instantaneous communication have made everyone next-
door neighbors, and have helped evolve an awareness of issues

concerning all of humankind. The overwhelming majority'of people

around the world understand today that human society encompasses

*the entire globe. This understandlng is a phenomenon no less .

/
1mportant than the understand1ng that the globe is round rather

than flat. Three major h1stor1ca1 processes have\gropelled

humankind “toward global community: The 1deology of equalltarlanlsm,‘

- [y

the explosion of_technological_and sc;entlflc knowledge,\and

-

Y

econom1c 1nterdependence. These processes have, sIbwly.but-surely,‘
" /

- eroded the notion that all human and soc1a1 problems ‘can most

effectlvely be resoﬁved through a world-order system constltuted

exclus1ve1y by governments of~sovere1gn natlon-states.
Increas1ng1y, we have seen the formation of 1ntergovern—
;-,»' mental andﬁsubranatlonal actors to address issnes of global

concern, We have‘seen the‘development of bas1c technolog;es

Y
. Y-

universally applicable in the fields of medicine;\communication
eng1neer1ng, data process1ng and organlzatlonal management. We

have also seen.the world from.space with no lines of demaJcatlon.

“of the oneness of humanity; a sentiment that transcends’

national boundaries; a_state ofﬂmind that has been termed

_worldmindedness;

~

A Such'experiences have come together to create a new‘awareness- .

......




Worldmindedness is seen as a different cognition than

L4

1nternatlona11sm. Internationalisﬁhis esseptially characterized
by know{edge, interest;'and direct or indirect'involveqént in
international issues and relations. Worldmﬁpdedness, on'the
'.other hand, is characterized essent1a11§ as a sentiment and
‘a’ value orientation. Although 1nternatlona11sm and world-
~ mindedness may not be totally 1ndependent concepts their
differentiation may be a valuable tool for 1nvest1gat10n.
' Very few_s001a; and behav1ora1 scientists have carried out /
empirical studies comparing nationalism and worldmindedhess.- /
Those that.exist are nostly 20 or 30 years old, and do not
address many issues that are relevant today. Also! there
has been an inhsrent assumptiom in these studies that
N S _internationa;ismwgr”worldmindedness.arefdiametrically“
opposite concepts to natlonallsm. Furthermore, cross-
| cultural perspectlves on thls mafter are sorely lacklng.
The great majorlty of recent studles have dealt wich the
1mpact of foreign travel or study on worldmlndedness or
global awareness. The results have been mostly inconclusive,
probably due to,lack‘of a clear understanding ot the concept,

3

[ and ‘the absence of a valid instrument (Questionnaire) to

, measure it .N

Worldmindedness is a pervasive social cognit%on. It - / ;
N is pan—cultural and should be studied as such. It is also '_g*
. L ) :
~ a culture—bound phenomenon. Different nations and peoples

of the world experlence the ‘world somewhat dlfferently because -

i of the un;que ways they aretrelated to the rest of it.

v
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Consequently, it is reasonable to assume that'WOrldmindednesS‘"
+ as a social cognition has culture~unique and culture-universal

aspects to/it; Similarly, nationalism too may be assumed to

v

ahave culture-unique and culture-universal aspects. Thus, -

LY

a better understanding of these cognitions and their impli- o

.
Ry S

cations would necessarily involve'cross—cultural comparisons.

-~

As a pre11m1nary step in th1s d1rectlon, a survey was conducted ; _;f

2
comparlng the attitudes and opinions of a group of Japanese

N L]

.and Amerlcan young people. | ' . ‘

The Japanese and American societies are part1cu1ary 1n—

teresting .to compare because of the varlous ways they are
similar and different. For 1nstance, whlle both are highly -

advanced technologlcally one 1s—cﬁ1tura11y homogeneous and
g .
. the other d1Vers1f1ed whlle they are competltors in the world ‘

market place, the1r geopolltlcal status in the community of N

nation-states 1stqu1te different. Whlle both countrles enjoy
'n B i} a,high-standard otlliving;‘theircdependence'on other. countries
| for_necessary resources vary wide}y.-—GiVen such similarities
'and\differences in the circumstances of the two countries, SN
. ‘nationalism and worldmindedness may show interesting Foy

oL manlfestatlons. ) : o . .

=
- To explore the varlous manliestatlons aof the sentlments\

) of natlonallsm and worldmlndedness, a spec1a1 questlonnalre f
was prepared. It dealt w1th issues of natural resources,
self-sufficiency, communication,'1ntermarr1age, global

priorities, interdependence, cooperation, world government

and war. All together, there were 32 statementsiwritten
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originally in- English. The Japanese translation was developed
using appropriawf procedures. The questionnaire was, distributed
to college students 1n the Los Angeles and Tokyo areas, who
filled them out in various classroom settings. "In the Japanese

sample, there were 122 females and 148 males,for a total of 270;

- and in the American'sample, there were 111 females and 99 males

for a total of 210 Although these samples may not be necessarily
representatlve of their respective cultures or student populations,
their responses may prOVideAinteresting insights about the

sentiments of nationaliSm and worldmindedness of a future

generation of Japanese and American leaders.
Table ° summarizes the responses of the two groups. It
shom* the percentage of Japanese and American students who agree

with each of the statements. Examination'of the consensus Of

ithe two groups on. the various items reveals interesting patterns.

"In certain ways, the Japanese and the Americans are similar

*in the manifiestation of their worldminded attitudes.

v

K4

Both reflect a global humanism and‘éxpresS"respect for
people in generaI, irrespective of their nationality or

c1tizenship (Items 6, 11 and 32). There is a strong consensus .

- among ‘the Japanese and the Americans on the need and the

. possibility of preventing war and nuclear confrontation (Items 8,

18 and 21). The Japanesei'however,'are more strongly in favor
of. not allow1ng any country to possess nuclear weapons (Item 8),

and more Americans believe that war 1s ineV1table in & world of

~

crowded natlonS(Item l3). The majorify in both groups do not

4

look favorably on the exclusive possession of armaments by”any

.

international police force (Item 19).
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The gfeatﬁﬂaﬁer%ty of both the Japanese and the Americans’
.agree that the United Nations must be preserved at all costs
(Item 1), and that'national boundariee create artificial
_barriers between the peoples of the world (Item 23) On the'
other hand, there is a clear recognition that countrles in
the Unlted Nations tend to pursue the1r'ewn ;nterests rather
than the interests of the world as a whole (Item 28). This
is coupled with the belief that'the world will'nevet‘be
possibie to fuee into a single large politica} entity (Item 20).
' Another interestinglgointfin this respect, is that‘a{though
there is no strong s;pport in both for creating and teaching
an international language (Item 29), there is a strong consensus
about teaching_world citizenship in echoole arbund the world
(Item 9). |

-

Thus, the sentiment.of worlanindedness appears to have
certain éommen features among the Japanese and the American
college students. It seems to be focused on values of global
humanism, the need\to prevent nuclear war, and a conditional
faith in the United Nations. The idea of teaching.glebal
C1tlzensh1p is also appeallng.

Along with the 51m11ar1t1es, there are pelceptlble
dlfferences in the global awareness of the Japanese and the'
American college students. The. Japanese seem teﬂfeel a stronger

identity with the élobal community.' There iS/a'greater

/

tendency among the Japanese to feel “that they are first

citizens of the world then citizens of thelg eount:y (Item 22).

- o




They also endorse more strongly the view that the entire globe
should be seen'as'one big'country (Item 25). The Japanese
. college students appear to have a greater.tendency to put the
1nterest of the world above the interest of their country

(Items 4, 5, lO and l7)

Insert Table 1 about here

7

. The Japanese college ﬁéLdents are more acutely aware of
the interdependent nature of the world. Theyhhave a stronger
belief in the need to share -the resources of the world more

qultably (I*em 2), and tend to dlsapprove\bf taking advantage
of natlonal resources regardless of 1ts_1mpact on other

/
countrles (Item 26). Also, L= Japanese are much less

/

’fenthuslastlc about endorsing efforts by nathnS to strlve for
'*self -sufficiency (Item 7), although they recognlze ‘that this
is not out of the reach of some countr1es (Item 14).
‘ Parallel_to sentiments of worldmindedness, elements of
nationalism are also present. Both Japanese.and American
college students strongly endorse the notion that.loving one's
country does not preclude being kindly towards others (Item 32). ’ ¢

There appears to "be a conditional element in this att1tude.yw

There is a greater tendency among the Japanese to uphold the(

iwelfare of other countries only if it is in the best 1nterest

of“thelr own country (Item 30). Whlle both flnd the rnter—

marrlage of races untll there is one race rather d1sagreeable ' Q
_(Item 27), fewer Japanese endorse ‘the idea that people of »
".dlfferent countrles are more similar than d1fferent (Item 3). .
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.~ However, the Japanese group ia much less willing to support their
country "right or wrong" than\fheir American counterparts (Ilem 31).
This différence'in nationalistic sentiment, is also apparent in
thé greater endorsement by the Americans of the need to maintain
natibnél_boundaries (Item 15) and the willingness to fight for |
them (Item 16). N

Responses on several of the items reflect"the impact of
Japan's:hbmogeneous and America's heterogeneous sociél structure.
There’'is stronggr consensus among the American students-tﬁat
people of different coﬁﬁt;;es,are more similar than different
(Item 3). Also, fewexr. Americans agree fhat culturés will

* always have a hard time communicating (Item 12). Fhrthermore;
there is a greater”téhdency among the Japane5e°t9 insist that f
people who visit their country speak tﬁeir language (Item 24),
which can also be considered a ;efiection of théir nationalistic
seqfiments.

On theﬁﬁﬁ? , it is apparent that nationalistic sentiments
are coextensive with attitudes and opinions‘£hat reflect a global
awareness and worldmindedness. While‘this is true fof\Both
the-Japanese and the American gr%qps, the manifestation of these
sentiments’gomprise somewhat diffgrent elements thatnfeflect
the geopolitical and social realities of the two societies.

Thg strong showing oflglobaltawareness and worldmindedness
among the Japanesélmay be somewhat su:priéing at first glance,
given the fierce nationalismudisplayed by tﬁe Japanese during
the‘ﬁirst half of this century1(ana before)7andbthe tightly

knit homogeneous society of Japan bound by centuries of

"tradition. . Some light may be thrown on this matter by looking

9
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at several factors. The parﬁicipanﬁs_in this survey were

. 14 ’ ' -
college students who were born and raised in the post-war era
when Japan began to open up to the west and to the rest of the
world. | |

The fact cthat Japan was not allowed to de elop a large-
scale military force of its own may have contributed to the
growth of global awareness in more than one way.\ Military
service by young pebple whichﬁnormaily generates Rationalistic
sen;iments was'largeiy absent. The unavailébiiity ox a'complete

I military option for geopolitica¥ strategy led Japan\to develop
greater sensitivity toward thei% neighbors énd the r&st of
the world. .

'The ‘manifestation pf strong worldmindedness by th
Japanese shbuld also be viewed in'the coﬁte#ﬁ of the experience
‘gf Hirosﬁimé éhd its aftefmaéh whiéh cfeated an aWarenes of
the vﬁlnerab;lity of all humanity and helped raise éloﬁal
consciousness. The anti{TGZIear movement'that"hés grown in
the last few years in Japan and around the world has reinfor gd
the sent}ment of worldmindedness and global conéciousness.— Xf

Finally, the o0il embargo of 1972 drove home to the averagg
citizgéuip Japan (and to all of .the western qountries,.for'thatx
matter) the‘in?erdépendence of nations on a global level. Japé;\
With its limited energy resoufces was.specially sénsitized to. »
the need for globai cooperatién_in,solvihg the various problems (E

- and “emerging demands of expanding Sociefies. ~

There is no question that nationalism i%ia strong driving ‘ ;

. ! B 2 . . ,
fforce in the world today and will be‘Frpund for a long time = '/

A R ]




to come., It is apparent that a new and equally powerful
sentiment is rapidly emerging in the form of global awareness
and worldmindelness. It is gaining force with great momentum
and is bringing with itself a strong sense of urgency. Japan
with its conspicuous role in the international arena and

its well-rooted sense of culture and tradition, is in a unique
position to contribute to the reconciliation of the forces

of natienalism and worldmindedness.

5




’ Table 1

i’ S .
Percentage of agreement responses to each item by Japanese and U.S.
college students .

Japanese L u.s.
‘ n=270 n=210
) . % )
1. . The United Nations must be preserved . '
1 at all cost. 95 90
. w
2. Resources of the world must be shared ) ,
\equally by all peoples. . 88 71/
3. People of different countries are more - f
''similar than different . 43 61
. ) ‘) ) :
4. My country is no better than many others. 62 : 30,
5. By serving the interest of my people,
I serve the interest of all people. 19 41
6. I respect no Other peoples like I do : . .
the people of my country. _ 17 19
7. _Every nation should strive_for‘coﬁplete ‘ .
self-sufficiency. 39 76
8. No country should be allowed to possess
nuclear weapons. : 94 81
9. World citizenship should be taught in
all schools around ¢he globe.. \k\94 85 -

10. Loyalty to one's country should come
before commitment to world brotherhood 25 ¢« 50

11, People are equally important no matter

what c1§azensh1p they have. » 96 - 96

12. People of different cultures will always
have a hard time comﬁunlcatlng._ 86 51
-~ l o ‘ X‘

13. War is inevitable in a world 'of crowded
nations. . : K 23

14. All countries of the world are hopelessly .
-interdependent. 38 57
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. _ ' o : Japanese

,/ “n

NatLOnal boundarles must be pre-

A8

served at any cost. . ' 27
People must be W1l%ung'to fight to
malntaln their cult re and her1tage. 32
" No dut1es are re 1mportant than ,
. duties -towards’ one's country : 14
/ : '
'Certain r1ghts are worth sacr1f1c1ng

to av01d war., - _ : .15~

.The only group allowed to have armaments

should be an 1nternatlonal pollce force. 39,L

Tﬁ%buntrles of the world will never be -

pos51ble to fuse 1nto a s1ngle large

‘@polltlcal entity. - ‘ - 84

i

Nuclear war is: pOSSlble to prevent 83

First I am a c1tlzeELof the world;fﬁ o
then a cltlzen of my country - - 83:

Natlonal boundarles create artlflclah

barriers between ‘thé: people of the \

world. . : : ,$, \ 72
t ~N - ‘\

People who V1s1t sour country should \

learn to speak our. language.~ , L 657

The entire globe should be . V1ewed as 1\
one blg country - : - it 86

Each country\must take maximum
advantage of" its own resources regard— o
less of its 1mpact on other countr1es. . - 28.

All races should 1ntermarry untll there

is one race.' , *’—\\/ R . l2l‘

Y
s

|
“Countries in the u. N,/pu ue the1r own .
1nterests. . rS\\\\ .

: .82
An 1nternatlonal language must be\\\<\<

40

78

_13

,64

created and taught. I { / \\ﬁﬁlg;\\\\\\\;\if
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““\i\_\ | ) ' / japqneée U.s. _: v
30. We should uphold the welfare of

. other countries only if it is in - -
the best_interest of our country. 58 A 42

:31. I am-for my:dountry; right or wrong. .5 . l.ﬁﬁ34- o

32. The fact that I”love my country does ot ' o '//
: make me feel less kindly toward other e , : /(_
countrles. o 96 - 92




