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As part of Australia's Educat1on and Local

Development proJect Tasmanian researchers 1nvest1ga}ed whether the

- .upgrading of district schools to district h1gh schools had
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‘each school. All three schools, especially Glenora, showed solid

. staffing gains since the’ upgrad1ng and- teachers were more highly

“,qualified. Sheff1e1d interviewees agreed that the upgrading was of
“‘definite economic importance to the area, noting that .the school

‘' newspaper made a cultural contribution and that school events offered
social opportunities.. Ouse interviewees noted some economic benef1ts
to traders but few cultural or social benefits. However, the
community utilized the school's new sport facilities. Probably
because the Glenora school serves -a dispersed area, interviewees
there cited fewer economic, social, and cultural influences from the
_upgrad1ng. Opinion of the educat1ona1;qua11ty 1n all. three schools
was m1xed (sB)
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" TASMANIAN INVOLVEMENT

r A
g PROGRESS REPORT or THE TASM%NIAN

EDUCATION AND LOCALﬂpEVELOPMENT PROJECT

? I
i VR ”

b .
Educatlon and Local Development (ELD%/lS the tlble of an OECD/CERI

s

prOJect which seeks to 1nvest1gate -the relat10nsh1ps between educatlon_f'fﬁL.y»:'

e “

and development activities 1nvrural communltles.
o . e - g

- . - : . . -
+ B \

The OECD/CERI project is investigating: ‘ -

SO , _ . .
» ) \4
(i) the role education may play in creating the pre-conditions
for development and as:an agent directly’stimulating
‘ ) t . . < - . R
. employment opportunities;

N . . .

(ii) the 1mp11cat10ns for local development of the trend towards .

u51ng educatlon pr1nc1pally as a means of individual

-

mobility;

(iii), the degree to wh1ch and the ways in which pollcy—makers

from both educat10n and development agenc}es need to work

together to achieve development aims, (1).

F

district high scyools~(DHS),

-The Education Department tf Tasmania became aware of the 1mp11cat10ns of

A3

vthe FLD prOJect early in 1980 and subsequently agreed to JOln the Natlonal

Steer1ng Committee. Tasmania felt that it was too late’ 301n1ng the prOJect

to contribute to the total.project but agreed torundertake a ease study on
_ 2 ! . € uey.e

Ty
-

some aspect of rural education.

%

~ ¢ -

Initlally 1t was proposed that the case study would be a1med at improving
the s1tuat10n of young school leavers u31ng 1nformat10n galned’from the
study of school leavers in country areas (2). However, this pnoposal proved

impractical glven the t1me and f1nac1al resources_ avallable.. The study

0

finally adopted was of‘the'Upgrading of existing rural d1str1ct schools to

S ‘ . ) ) . ‘ o

’



v

OUTLINE OF THE CASE STUDY

"l} A1m < To 1nvest1gate 1f the prov181on of full secondary educatlon in
v'selected d1str1ct hlgh schools had contrlbuted “to the development of

w . . the local areas..: ' ' o K i ‘ 7,

-

: , : ST o

In this context development was to be interpreted widely and would

. ' include economic; social and cultural aspects in particular.
o . _ .

- 2. Information Collection - The information collecting stage of the
¢ - . - . B ’ c

.project would‘consisﬁ of the following Stageé:

(i), Selection of three or four dist:icé high schools, in
different areas,{which had been upgraded from disgrict‘
schools at,different times® '

[\ ’

(ii) Interv1ews with the pr1nc1pals and a few staff .members

oL to collect personal accounts of how and why the SChool e

‘ _ had been upgraded and 1ts consequences. e

(iii) QQilectioﬁ of infofmation on the additional Education

12

Departmental expenditure (buildings; salaries etc.)

resulting ffom upgrading.

~

' . . ) ' ‘ 3 . .
find out how they contribute (economically, socially:.

. - (iv) A qhestionnaire to school staff members designed to‘

, . and culturally) to the local area.

(v) Interv1ews with significant people 1n the ,local
: communlty (shop—owners, counc1110rs etc:) on their ‘

perceptlons of the beneflts of the upgradlng of the DHS. -
.> ! R / . . .

! L : : ’ o .
(vi), Interviews. with a sample of parents to find out how the
, . ) 'DHS upgrading has beneflted thé’aand thelr communlty..

¢

O ) L . ' .

v




R

‘- THE DEVELOPMENT OF DIS@T 'HIGH SCHOOLS B |

Government supported secondary education first came to rural Tasmania with

. v ' a : ,
the establishment dé secondary classes at Scottsdale in 1922. This

/
/

',¢ remained the only case~until§ 1nfluenced by the depress10n years of the

early 1930's, the Education Department estab11shed two area . schoqu in 1936.
- “ / . : 7. v '

# / . .

Area’ schools brought together students from the'surrounding'smaller primary

s schools to provide a general'post;primary?education suitable for children
in rural areas. Area schools Were'to teach skills and valoes'that would
be valvable to the rural communlty ? 1942 report(3) stated that "The

_ o
area school has become a rally1ng port for parents|~ a soc1al and communlty

centre as well,as a place where the children learn the pract1cal ways o& A
. . S .
. ) ; _ L ) )
life". - - 3 ' " T . -
< . 3 e 3 e _",' . ’ Y
Thé late Jaﬁbkﬁ saw the estaﬁﬂishment'of comprehensive high schools‘and by
w ]

jl963 several ioch schools had.been- establlshed i urban areas and-four area

¢

schqols had lost the1r pr1mary classes and become comprehens1ve h1gh schools.

[y

Catering for the more academ1c ch11dren, the high schools atta1ned aihlgher ’
status than the area schools. “It has been suggested that "... an un1ntended
and unwanted consequence of the eztablisﬁment of the comprehensive high

N X
s
school was the decline of many area schools" (4)

'After ar enqu1ry in 1968 t name/*area'school"waS'dropped and all'schools_'

»v.)' s

. with both primary and/second/%y classes were called 'd1str1ct schools' ‘By'

‘this t1me, six of/the 42 d1str1ct schools ‘offered secondary educatlon to year

>
N
’

, 10 (as in }hé high schools). - CoL o .‘

.7

. -
r/‘

-

In 1976 a committee was, established to recommend on the extenS1on or phas1ng

e
e

\
v “out of the secondary sections of 1nd1v1dual district schools. Th1s commlttee

]
e
%

recommended in 1978 that most of the dlSEflct schools- be upgraded to prov1de
full secondary educatlon to the end of year 10(5)/ These krndergartenetb year

10 (K-IO) schools were to'be called 'd1str1ct high schools Slx schools were

-to have the1r secondary sections phased ot and become pr1mary schools;- .

T P2 boagd ' o Al " . s '-" o P : 5 "
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'V(li) Sheff1e1d is a small country town in North- Western Tasmanla,'

-
)

EXR
-

It 1s local areas wh1ch have had schools upgraded to- d1str1ct hlgh schools

e1ther as a result of the 1978 report, or: earller, wh1ch are. of 1nterest
for the present study; - . o R | \\‘

Y . ) A

SELECTION OF STUDY AREAS o v _ . 3&‘ e "jﬁ )

o

o

 Thtee areaskwere_Chosen which:haVe'had scbools'upgradédfto K—lO‘schools at

‘ . ; L e . . e
different times: e ’
v .

. : D
»

(i) Glenora is a very small centre in the Derwent Valley, about i%

50 km North-West of Hobagt (see map 1).- Glenora D1str1ct

ngh School 1s one of- the s1x sc _ols, mentroned above,’that

K3

’year 10 by 1968-, It 1sn1n the

. . ﬁiﬁ '
centre of Tasmania's major hop grow1ng area but also serves

Com . . L e . Q
. BCAN . N
¢ 2 . - Py 1 ”

mixed farming and tiyber.c ttingyregioﬁ%.' _
, ' o -

. . “»
is . ° . . -

e

35 km South of Devonport (see map 2). It is the centre of )

( a prosperous mlxed farming ¥egion and;sErV1ces a hydro—electr1c1ty
&b & ’
- . scheme further 1n1and Sheffield D1str1ct ngh School was
T or1g1nally Sheffleld Area School wh1ch was one: of the two o “/[
: ° 1n1t1al area schools establlshed ‘ﬁt*had beey‘effectlvely A /
. /
. upgraded to a K-IO school before thé 1978 report. S
2 A ’ : s\ ’

mé':(iii) Quse is a small centre hlgher up t‘e Derwent Valley thanyf

-
Glenora. It is about 70 km from‘ﬂobart (see mgf l) 0usa

D1str1ct Hpgh School became a full hlerschool as q resuft‘of ?
the 1978 report. The schpol seryes a prosperous sheep farmlng
. ’reglon)as well as the v1llages assoc1d%ed w1th the hydro- -
Qo . 3
Lo electric schemes further up in the valley.'a" :i' - j}.
vl ‘;ajj . | A « = L » L)
ENROLMENISE‘ANb'ﬁUI‘LDINGE [

. - . o .
K’ ] . - X . e e k ‘ . .‘_)'

‘,
4

The upgradlng of Dlstrlct Schools tb Dlstrlct ngh Schoo‘s has usually beeh

N2

assoclated w1th‘an11ncrease in enrolments’and a,program of new bulldings. '

i R o s
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For the f1rst schools to. be upgraded the programs are we11 underway, wh11e_
- . 3 H

-

" for those upgraded as a resu1t of the 1978 report, the bu11d1ng programs are

just beg1nn1ng.-

« o
o «. . . - : .
L4 . . ™

The three schoOls stud1ed 1n deta11 had a core @f old bu11d1ngs dat1ng*back

-

to the or1g1na1 Aﬁea School with a ser1es of more ‘recent addltlons. The s
,/_, // : ‘\ . . . ; ) . . .

;resultlng effect,u: 'a m1xture of bu11d1ng mater1a1s and d1fferent*

o /// arch1tectura1 sty1es, is genera11y unattract1ve. L1tt}e attentlon appears
¢ .to have bee g1ven to %he aesthetics of the overa11 school s1te.l However, the -

school pr1nc1pa1s seemed)to be p1eased°W1th the1r newer b&11d1ngs, a1though g«'w’

.the d1srupt10n caused at one school by constructlon work a11 through the

. | _ .
w1nter'months was most unwelcome, ' N
. . ) . . - . . .8 . .
ﬁ RV , o - . S o, . \\'-
» * ,(

“The detailed building programs associitedfwitﬁ the school upgradings Are

~ o : ' A
as follows:

. o . . : .
1 . . nu

-~ o L . L oY

(a) G1enora D1str1ct ngh School. Between 1970 and 1980_§he number

. A
- of students in the school decreased from 460 to 324, ~ Th1s loss
R '
has been entlrely from the 1nfant c1asses, ‘with-the secondary o

enrolments~rema1n1ng steady in numbers wh11e, 4s a- proportlon of

. enrolments they increased from 38% to 59Z. The dgcrease 1n .

-

overall nUmbers reflects the dec11ne in rural employment in the

e

\area, and the mebhan1sat10n of the hop 1ndustry in part1cu1ar.'
‘ ) 4 ‘ g
The 1ncreased 1mportance of the secondary secthn of the school T

“ al

/
-has resulted!from 1ts upgrad1ng to full h1gh school status.(’(A

N

' f> wide. range of highest 1eve1 (Level: III) Year lO subJect§ has ) ”‘ o "

beenAoffered since 1972).

3 ‘ In 1970 the accommodatlon in the schodI c0ns1sted of twelve _
S a

- - - - !)

permanent . and four temporary classrooms, a 11brary (usa\ 5& a- ' .

c1assroom), six spec1a11st rooms and a gymnas1um.. The temporary
. ' N . s 4

: c1assrd0ms were descr1bed on the off1ca1 return. as "musset C “i\

Q ' huts" in "shocking condit;on .. L

- T .

y .Y,
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The smaller numbers in 1980 were in twelve classrooms plus a

2

double class unit w1th n1ne spec1a11st rooms ‘plus a hall

I canteen and 11brary. The double class un1t, to replace the

- temporary classrooms,,was built in 197]~and~was followed by a
. - ’ . v c
technical block in 1973. The major redevelopment of the

/,..school started in 1977 with the building of.two science - -

: laborator1es, a canteen w1th a d1n1ng room, staff hostels and

\

\
pr1nc1pal s*res1dence. Th1s 1nvolved an expend1ture of $700 000

“ -

The complete upgrad1ng of the school is expected to ?ost an

lzzdltlonal half—mllllon dollars. The next stage is an extension.u

-

to the technical block.

3

‘Clenora is classed as a d1sadvantaged school and rece1veslfunds

l\ :
under the D1sadvantaged Program of the Australlan Scpols Comm19s1on.

The o@nteen/dlnlng room development was largely funded from this
source as has been several minor works (e. g. convert1ng a woodshed

to a pottery room). : 17/ T
Theﬂupgrading has obviously.been-of vital imporEance’to!Glenora.

. - ~
v

W1thout it, the even greater decrease in school enrolments would ~

-

have made it very d1ff1cult to Justliy new bu1ld1ng programs and.

<

A

 may even have put/the very existence of the school in leopardya

’
'

Sheff1eld D1str1ct ngh School Sheffield effectively became a

district h1gh school* after the maﬁfrity of parents declded to send

their chlldren there in 1977 Prior to thlS the more able studcnts

' were sent by bus to the\h1gh school at Latrobe (25 km away)

SN

/

1976 of the 436 studénts, only 58 (IBZ) were in secondary classes.

; By l980, the total enrolment had grown to 603 thh v1rtually all the

1ncrease in the secondary sectlon which had 203 puplls (34% of - s¥
. . . - ¥
enrolments). .

. . ° : . - . : .
4 - . : . R
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44 \

~ - In 1976 the pupils were accommodated in twelve classrooms, nine
. y/

specralist.rooms plus a canteen, hall and library. In 1980,

there were Thirteen classrooms,'eight portable classrooms -

(terrapins), nine spec1alist rooms plus the canteen, hall mus1c
s ’ .
room and library. In other words, the increased secondary

..enrolments had been accommodated by the prov1sion of eight portable

5

‘classrooms. A maJor redevelopment ‘of the school costing ‘about

one million dollars is prOJected. ‘The first phase of the development, :

a new library, new adm1n1stration section and two new classrooms, R

[
N

was due to start in 1981 but has been postponed for twelve;months.'

. N ‘41 ) . ~ ' . -
o . A N °

-{ec) Ouse District High - School The District Schools Report in 1978 &

recommended that Ouse be upgraded to a full d1str1ct high school
4

because pupils -from the towns in the upper Derwent Valley had no - >

\

alternative access to secondary edhcation.
Ay .

" .
\

In- 1976, the school had 164 pupils with455 (34%)'0? popils in the)
. ’ ) ’ ) ’7\\ . . ) -
secondary section. By 1980, the school»had grown to 202, pupils due

C

- © to a 7increase/fh secondary enrolments to 91 (45%). The principal
expgcts the primary enrolments to remain stéady while the secondary'
enrolments increase to ahout {60. .q,.A . ‘ | ’ S
In 1976, the school was accommodated in six classrooms w1th four

specialist rooms and a library. - By 1980, two terraprns (mortable
‘claésrooms) had been added and a teacher residence was being used (?

as a classroom. There were still four specialist ‘rooms dnd a

librarv, buo a.sewing room.had.been converted to$an art room.. The'
principal reported that the.portable,rooms.had been made'permancnt'hy ‘
bricking'them in, and were quite satisfactory., A new'éymn;sium was

‘ due to be cdmpleted b%@ﬁ?e end of 1980 at a cost of $300, 000 Since

. 1976 a Principal's re31dence has been bu1lt at a cost of $60 000

r w

Qo . There are plans for’a‘complete redevelopment,of the school to cost

'{ . o 1‘i‘ .\1)

A A e A
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.just over one.milllon dollars. The first'stage of this development

is- for a llbrary, remedial room, canteen’and 'staff rooms. It was

-
\

scheduled for l98| but has. been postponed for twelve months.

I summary the upgrading of the district schools has been.accompanied by;a )

-

2

marked increase in the  importance of the secondary section of the schools, "

>

which seem likely to grow to about 607% of school enrolments. 'There is also

. a program of phys1cal upgrading wh1ch will 1nvolve about a mflllon dollars”
J
worth of new bu1ld1ngs in each school.- However, these programs w1ll come .in

three or four stages and are vulnerable to delays from government fundlng

cutbacks and changes in priorities.
" STAFFING o _ : .

~

For a district school to offer'secondary education of comparable standard

-

to that offered in high schools it must have more staff. In part1cular,

it must have spec1a11st staff -‘to-cover -‘the range of sub]ects .the h1gh schools

- -

provide. In the initial stages thls specialist staff has often been provided
. . ) . r . N

by part-time or itinerant teachers, with full-time appointments coming after

~

itodent numbers had increased over three or four years.

" (a) Glenora. In 1970 Glenora District School had 20 teachers plus a )

vprinclpal-for_its'460 pupils. Nine of these taught primarv classes
+ and 1l at the secondary level. By 1980, with only half the primary
[ R ' ’ ' ' v

"enrolments and the same secondary enrolmerts,. the .school had 26

teachers plus a teacher/librarian, vice principal and, principal.
) - ) 4 . . o
As well there was the equivalent of 3 full-time: teacher aides. Six

. . L s . . .
teachers were assigned to prMary classes and seventeen to secondary'
ones. The proportlon of three and four-year trained teachers had,

1ncreased’from one quarter to nearly three quarters (thevrematnder

being two-year trained or less). - C, -

-

10

~ . . N
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(b) Sheffield. 1In 1976, the District School had 15 primary teachers,
7 secondary teachers, 4 part-time specialist teachers (1 full-t ime
equivalent), a part-time librarian, a principal and two half-time

teacher aides. The 1980 staff consisted of '16 primary teachers,

. odt .

17 secondary teachers, axteacherllibrarian, vice principal, ‘\\w
principal and 4 teacher aides (2 full-time equ1va1ents) During //_
this period the proportlon of three and four-year tralned teachers =

)

increased from 407 to 70%.

An increase of 22 primary pupils was accompanied by | extra
teacher, while the extra 145 secondary enrolments'resultediin 10

‘additional teachers and a vice-principal. ‘ t) .
(c) Ouse. In 1976, Ouse District School was staffed with 4 primary

1

teachers, 3 secondary teachers, a principal and 4 part ~time (%
teacher equ1va1ent in tota1) spec1a11st teachers. There was also

1 teacher’s aide (% time). By 1980, there were 5 pr1mary teachers,

6 secondary teéchers; the equivalent of 1% part ~time spec1a11st
teachers, 1% teacheF aidcs, a teacherllibrarian and a principal.
An 1ncrease "of only 36 secondary enrolments had bcen accompan1ed
s by an additional’s secondary teachers. The percentage of three
and four-year tra1ned teachers 1ncreased ‘from 437 in 1976 to '78% in 1980.

: . , - . l
Some of the staffing increases described above are due'to imprbved pupil[“ ~

n" )
. teacher ratios. For example), the pup11/teacher ratxos for all 1asman14n . a

secOndary pupils increased from 16.2 in l970 to 14.0 in 1976 and to 11. 9

I980 . This 1s a 25% improvement in ten .years, whereas Glenora, w1th{f

constant secondary enrolments had increased ‘from e1even to seventeen

secondary teachers (plus a teacher/librarian and vice .principal) in the
same pcriodf ’ -~ e

- Sheffield, by contrast, has not done s0 well. The additional 145 secondary -

[ERJ!:‘ pupils would be equivalent to 12 extra teachers, whereas the school sta[f

11 - - ;f
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has increased by 10 tcachers and a vige principal. .As mentioned abové, the
secondary staffing at Ouse has increased markedly and is at a rate.well in
excegs of the increase in staff generally. o - R A

N «

In Conciusion, it is clear thattthe upgrading,of these;districr schdolsvto
district high schools has resuited in‘msny:mors teachers being empioyéd_in

the rurai areas. In two of tﬁe'three cases studieq,Ache increasg:inAséafang‘
has been well sbove the average ﬁor the whole of Tasmania;- At-the same time,"
the proportion of more hiéhly qualified teachersﬁhas iﬁcréased markedly.

The consequences of these changes for the schools and their local commupities

wfll be discussed later. ‘ ' ST

- COMMUNITY INTERVIEWS

. o

To gauge the extent to which the school coﬁtr}butes to its community, ‘a -

sample of Jocal residents was interviewed- . ' " .

ThlS sample was obtalned from several sources. Firstly, the school was

3

asked to suggest people who they believed would be worth 1nterv1ew1ng

'

Secondly, a sample of local business people were contacted d1rect1y. h .

Thirdly, some local service agencies such as the Child Health Clinic, Library, . .

-« ' »*

Coupcil etc. were apgroached. . L : e n 7;' . .
"~ (A) Sheffield < Ty

-«

1. Economic’ Importance , © , o
. s : -

‘ All the interviewees were asked if theypbelieved that the presencg of

a fu11 district high school in the town raLher tdan, say, .a prlmary R :
e : DN

¢

school, was of economic importance.to the local area. The answer was

P4
- ~L\

. - . — .
overwhelmingly in the affirmative.. The main reasons given were:

10

\

. . . B ‘ . . A

(i) 1t attracted residents to the region. This was mentioned by the
1 . .

I Council Clerk, a bank msnagér and some of the .shopkeepers.

.

B l(j. ' These people stated that the arca was a growing one, attracting .

1

Aruitoxt provided by ERic:



N C - . L A .A' '

N ~re81dents from c1ty areas who were buy1ng rural blocks, hobby
. N " . . . \
‘ -farms and so on._ It was be11eved that the new people would
r LY

not be read;ly attracted to the area af ga:l h1gh school?f

o

e

:educat1on was not avallable or 1f it necess1tated long per1ods‘”'3 :
“ - : g . ”M.‘A’

of bus travel.“ One commented,_"It s a status symbol for the__ ‘

C town that encouraged people to settle 1n the reglon

" .
e L .
: e

L (ii)' ‘It benefits local traders. Although not all local bus1nesses ;g'f‘
: . ,~I
were agreed that the effegt”was 1mportant, most felt that the
'presence of the D.H. S boosted the1r trade. The greatest b?gst

came from spec1al events held at the school wh1ch brodght parents~ig

L.

4 o
to town but the 1mportance of - students, teachers and parents "'*ff
shopp1ng after school was also ment1oned. o ) ' *ﬂgk

(iii) The school staff br1ng money to- the- area. Several of those
1nterv1ewed noted that the school was the b1ggest employer in

the.town. Not all teachers 1live locally but it was, cons1dered :_,l

,tﬁat a majority'liye~in_the region and use locdl serv1ces.
v(iv). The-communlty newspaper produced by the school has -economic
1mportance.; This newspaper is delivered to every home and 1s
;the only regronal paper for the area. It w1ll be d1scussed in
.more_detall,later._ It was used by most of. the ‘1local bus1nesses
;for advertislnglpurpbses. PHowever,'several noted that they
v . ‘ advertlsed ma1nly to support the paper rather than to. 1ncrease
sales. Others felt that the cost of adVert1s1ng and 1rregular1tylﬁ

of pu11catlon made 1t of llttle value to- the1r bus1nesses.;'~ff;p

_(v)- U51ng a closer school was cons1dered to save'money for‘familiesizlf
falthough school bus travel is prov1ded free, parents po1nted out
'lit:b’ FA,': - the costs 1nvolved in travell1ng to school sport and spec1al‘
. o vg vAl? | f“funct1ons atba more‘d1stant school._b_j,, _: :;blp _r”!@“;”Pf,'
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No econom1c dlsadvantages of haV1ng a local d1str1ct h1gh school

were mentioned,, although thlS was not probed 1n _any deta11.

Cultural Significance

== - . ‘(,lw ,

When asked what the school contr1buted culturally to the local communldgr b

L4

the f1rst (and, in many cases, the only) response was the communlty

.\:

'paper. R . ) ' R ' o o ;'

3 . A

’Thisipaper'is produced monthly by the school as a commun1ty newspaper ,'f-

and delivered free of charge to all res1dents.- It is the only local

inewspaper'for th1s reglon. Many people cons1dered 1t to be very

K

_were not h1ghly regarded by the res1dents 1nterv1ewed.;'

local functions"

valuable. It prov1ded local news and advert1s1ng whlle 1ts 11st1ng of
local events is used by a w1de range of commun1ty groups.‘ Some of the

Ry

comments made 1ncluded:

)
- P

"The paper is of immense: value. It prov1des local 1nformatlon and

o - -

advertising avallable‘§§gno other way and gmves a free 11st1ng of

P— ?

A local businessman commented:

"I used ‘to advert1se in the school's newspaper but it became too - ,

expens1ve now everyth1ng is t1ght. It s a very good paper.‘ Everyone e
o o7

reads 1t : v : . : . - o S/

€
N

A less typical response was: h

"The newspaper started as a good idea but there are problems wyth
/
students spendlng too much time worklng for it. I watched three g1rls

wanderlng up and down town just’ to collect a small amount of 1nformatlon

N
¢

o e
The only other cultural act1v1t1es mentloned were an annual drama fedtival

e

and one or two Adult Educatlon classes organ1sed from Devonport. These




Those 1nterV1ewed had little to Say about the schools contribution to

;

[ sport1ng act1V1ty in the local area. . oo R
P . oL e T B S
i . : P : e 2. : ' . e AR
5 Some mentioned that school facilities were ‘available for comfiunkty use
- but most were unsure of ‘any cases of this occurring. . . - ®

. .',.", et
i Al

. v .
V4

Serveral resldents mentioned the- anti;conpetitiveyfattitude of the

’s@hool and two people felt that th1s had spo1lt the recent SW1mm1ng
carnival. One commented: S
v ' Lo R R //“ .

. "There are some -areas where the school phllosophy of non—oompetition .
: %’I | ya » s

. . ) :
leads to medlocracy. For example sport1ng representat1ves .are ! .

)

selected on a basis of representat1on not competence...........,...;..;_
The result is a real downgradlng of school spirit" S
. - 'The one area of local sporting exoellence mentioned was the hotkey

team’ wh1ch had half its players in the State team. However, this was

felt to be due to the efforts of a local res1dent rather than a

reflectlon on the-school. o : = _ S
Some of .tho e 1nterV1ewed mentroned that a meet1ng had been called to -

oonside;/w ys of obta1n1ng mor: sport1ng fac111t1es for pUbllC use.f‘At;-_

VLN

the mee ing the poss1b111ty of a 301nt school/commun1ty gymnas1um or |

centre was to be discussed.

only sporting contribution of the ‘school staff,mentiOned was to the

oftballhteam.v’

It was generally felt that the advantage of a. localfhigh schoolhfor,“r
port was that parents could more read1ly take part 1n school sport1ng

’ carnivals, team compet1t10ns and such llke.

ERIC
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b Social Contribution

. ‘h‘

ﬂ Several of those Tnterv1ew13d regarded the maJor soc1a1 contr1but10n of

9 the school to be the parents comm1ttees and meet1ngs that are held.

o

However, these meet1ngs “do not 1nvolve a 1arge proportlon of the 1oca1
. . ' ' . I’ - . . : : N R . ,.,I
populatron. . S : o S A

-

The genera1 view expressed was that although the school staff genera11y

11ved 1n ‘the area they tended to st1ck together and were not part1cu1ar1y
l

involved 1n the soc1a1 life’ of the town or in 1oca1 clubs or communlty

'gr0ups. The Pr1nc1pa1 was mentloned ‘as the. exceptlon to th1s.

It was mentloned that school events brought people together and had the';”ﬂ*h

potent1a1 to he1p ‘knit together the ‘local communlty.: The school

.

‘newspaper was seen as haV1ng a maJor role 1n encourag1ng soc1a1 1nteract10n L

and local community 1dent1ty.

. K

* The 1ack of act1v1t1es for young peopag 'was mentloned by severa1

residents. There'is,obvig;s potent1a1 for' the school to take a 1ead 1dg)_':’
. _— : :
‘this area -and this may well be happening w1th the d1scuss1ons on-a

' gymnasium or youth centre mentioned. above.
Nt e e .

5. _Educational Advantages"

3

vaiously a school's contribution to the local coumunityris principallv

_ an educational one.

‘The maJor1ty of those 1nterv1ewed saw severa1 advantages of the 1oca1

d1str1ct high school. The size Of the school (compa;ed to 1arge urban:

h1gh schools) was seen as an advantage. Students 1n the pr1mary sectlon
_ of the school were seen as advantaged in hav1ng c1asses w1th spec1a11st

teachers. Less bus trave1 for students was seen as a good th1ng 1n B

1tse1f but a1so -as an educat10na1 advantage 1n that students arr1ved

. fresher at school and had more t1me for act1v1t1es after school.
< . R o :

Emc:f

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:




. 4 - » . . . ) . t SR - oA

. . - . . .«
. - - - 9

v Several of those 1nterv1ewed had recently employed local hlgb school

- : e N “"\v- B
graduates. Two were not impressed with the quallty of those 1ntcrv1ewed.‘

{ wo
& L

One noted that the job appllcants could not spell the names of nearby '

-

- towns, another commented ¢n the1r lack of 1n1t1at1ve and 1nab111ty to

- N . -

use a calculator. A th1rd felt there was no d1fference between the

local graduatesyand those from other~schools; N
The general community appraisal of local education varied.conslderably. i

One commented:

g found the Year IO s very 1mpreSS1ve and understand that the college
reports of-those going on are very fav0urable. "1 do not know of any

o who,are unemployed. But the community doesn t belleve 1t. 'They think,

that when the local students go on to college there Wlll be a d1saster

Another opinion was:
’ i

"I watched two others go through (an urban Catholic secondary school)

"

to compare with mine. Their worklwas no comparison,”the others had -
much higher_Standards;; I would be much happier if the district high
school had regular tests and homework that. was always marked".

4

M

= In a limited survey of this type it is. qulbe 1mposs1ble to. assess the

_S1gn1f1cance of the dlfferent att1tudes expressed
There was some communlty d1ssat1sfact10n w1th the quallty of the school

facilities.' The lack of a good fllm room was noted by one regular i

1

v1s1tor ‘and the temporary classrooms were mentloned by others.

I ’
. . . : . \
. [ S . R )
n- s v - : . . - L

One person felt that the school served an 1mportant educatlonal role

' 1n br1ng1ng contemporary urban att1tudes and’ values 1nto the rural

L SRR S L e S e . ,,f A
communlty. S LT T S G N T Bt

3

'Two of those 1nterv1ewed felt that 1t may be an advantage for. students BEES

T

ﬁto change_schools after Year 6. and mix w1th a w1der group. One of those"

ERIC:
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who was, in charge of a local children's home felt that many_children I

s
- . ., /

- . / T
. from the home were better served by mov1ng to a-new school after Year 6 /-
where they were 1eSS‘1$k51y to be labelled and had‘%n opportun1ty_to> ' ,/v*:l”
- » . . :' . ] » ) . ,//, {
make a-new start. - S R _K~ L VA

vOther Comments _" .

.

A number of other mattersfraised in the interviews are.worth‘noting.“"“'

»

One res1dent felt that students who were bused out of the agﬁé have

two, almoSt‘separate, 11V€S- "That they form the1r own group and are

“half;in, half-out of the local community" )

© . . . N .o, )

The local Communlfy Youth Support Scheme (CYSS) was very apprec1at1ve'of
the district h1gh school The ‘school was mak1ng fac111t1es ava11able;"’*

'to them and the careers' teacher was very helpful. o

One view expressed was that the presence of a local high school provided .
an opportUnity.for the community‘to influence the secondary education

offered which it would not otherwise have.

v

Work" exper1ence was mentloned by several employers as a worthwhile

feature of the district hlgh school.

V1rtually all the parents interviewed mentloned that the school had a’

friendly atmosphere and that they felt welcome to v1s1t.

(B) Ouse S _ " . . ‘o

l. = Economic Importance:
. . | 6o ’ \ ‘

The local bus1ness people all reported that the. d1str1ct h1gh ‘school

benefited the1r trade. Th1s was not due to students who were reportedly7y-~f

‘not permltted down town dur1ng the day but from teachers and to ‘some

fdegreevfrom parents. Some traders mentloned 1ncreased bus1ness when -

E l(rf f;c,_r:therg}was”a;sportSJcarn1va1 or: other spec1al event on at the school.,_ One
o e . L o : s hsuE;’”" : T -




v R . Lo . - ' / ‘..
‘ ' ‘ N ! . B . . y e ) ) ! -~ - : . "
‘ trader .received direct benefit from the school as a customer.- . Y N

i . . . . | . . . R

2. Cultural Importance

‘(. B - - . f . “y_

Those 1ntefv1ewed had little awareness of a cultural contrlbutlon.of the,

y ‘d1s¥r1ct high schdol A few mentioned success ful Adult Educatlon classes

and-one recalled 4 drama«group that no longer functions. . TN
3. Sport ) ' L '
" "The local re51dents expressed cons1derab1e 1nterest in the new Sportlng

e

! fac111t1es at the school 1n part1cu1ar, the swrmmlng pool and the ;i‘ .h :

a

gymnasium. The comments ranged from the ‘wish that these fac111t1es L

be made-avggiable to the general pub11c through to a confldeni el

expectation that this would be the case. The school tennis courts‘

have been used by community members.

]

One parent expressed appreciation that parents had been_encouraged by’
R ' ] ¢ ' ’ ". ‘ )
the school to take over the municipal, school sporting association and -

organise inter-school sporting activities.

Some teachers were reported to have been involved in playing'badminton

~and golf locally. -

. &. - Social Contribution

LocaI res1dents felt that the teachers as a whole did not mix. soc1a11y

oy
~

with the communlty The exceptlons ma1n1y be1ng teachers married to
' \

'1oca1 res1dents. Slngle teachers werethoughtto 11ve locally durlng

e

the week and go off to the c1ty for weekends- One younger res1dent‘

%ommcnted: T SR , o - C o f,' T

~

"You can t blame them for not m1x1ng soc1a11y, there is. hardly any

5

soc1a1 11fe here for s1ng1e pe0p1e anyway

v

E i(j_ .. ‘Some residents felt that the;larger‘number,of'teachers*assoc;ated with .
e e IR R I e : ‘ e .
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fg Two re81dents saw the schq’l .ﬂ
L 4 1 , -
' tthey got to know one’ another better. - n
s " %
N J - -~
5.
L]
’ . - v
. 4 Y/ , A ' i 8
. ‘,“ / .
Several jpeople s mmented that ‘the school had been upgraded to a’.
// Lo ﬁ:g i g
« o d1stri?/ g0l too recently to Judge educat10na1 advantages.
’ o /'A‘ /‘ .
,;;
their classmates. '
ﬁﬂi : ' : ) S
&7 The major advantage of the local school was in savirng the need forga .
_ long bus’ tr1p or a1ternat1ve1y of hav1ng to send ch11dren off to
board. ; : : L . ' ‘. .
C One resident felt that the upgrading'has meant: 3
"...more input from pareﬁts into thevsehool.v They can go to meetings
more easily and discuss their children's well being with the*teaeherS'\
and so on"
Anothcr res ident lelL Lll.lt Lhe prundry ';chool was bcnefltlnb hom Lhe
add1t10na1 Leachers in thL sccondary section bccause.z N
...my ch11d, in Grade 2 is learning French:whiehfia‘very'good and’thejt'
Art teachlng is excellent LA T B
[R]C .~ The overall attitude of parents towards the.egucation provided scemad

@ e el
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’pOBlthe and Very supportlve o[ the Upgradlng of the school to a full

Histrict high school. . : _ ‘. »

ke e e e e - o

- Other Comment§_ | ‘ o ‘ o P
; ‘ . ’ | v .
- One parent:reported that she used the school library'to help with an
| - ; . | s - ‘ , 5
external studies course. Y

s
)
>

A bus owner fele)that his bus run was now more secure w1th the
. .

1ncreaS1ng numb

‘

rs of pup11s g01ng to the 1oca1 school.

A parent who was very pleased,w1th how his ch11dren were performlng
in the pr1mary seEtlon of the school st111 1ntended to send them
to a city pr1vate school fore the1r secondary gducatlon. This was

partly because offa famlly trad1t10n_and partly because.
"I feel they won’t'be’pnshed hard'enough'at the secondary level™.

(C) Glenora

-

i

.? Glenona D1str1ct ngh School is not situated in a c1ear1y 1dent1f1ab1e

. rural centre as are the other two schools. It is.on the fringe of a
scattered sett1ement;'strung out over several kilometers of highway. S
There is a small shop, post off1ce and petrol station,\each about 2~y
‘kilometers abart._ Th1s means that the school is not,reallyvtart of a

’

nearby 1oca1 commdnlty but serves a d1spersed region.

1.8 Economic Importancei

Wlth no ncarby town, thc school does not make as.obviOUS‘an cconomic..“*‘

contr1but10n to 1ts regron. Certa1n1y the three bus1nesses mentloned

. above read11y saw.- the value to them of the 1oc§l school. “The on1y other AR

econom1c consequence mentloned was_ that. the 1ack of a local secondary

' school and the d1stance to a h1gh school wou1d mean that many studean»

Q o would have to board dur1ng the week. Few: of the School staff 11ve 1n
_ ¥V - S t
the 1ocal reglon_ many commute from Hobart.,,;;'




Educational Significance

dWhlle most of the people talked to had some reservatlons.about the school,

9 . .
»
- 20 - . ,
+ R . . [

Cultural} Sporting and Social Importance- ' ‘ } '

_ ‘ ’ - Sy P
Despite the lack of a s}gniflcunt local town, the facilitics of the

District High School are used and valued in the region it-serves. The ¢

A

school tennis courts are used casually.while the anl,is the home ground
. . . .\ J
[ . . hov ‘<
for the regional cr%cket team, [The school hall has been used for - =
‘
>

badminton and the hall-canteen complex is used for weddrng rcceptlons.l

There were few examples given of cultural events conducted through

the school and only tbe occasional Adult Educatlon class was mentloned.
The school does provlde opportunities,fbr people (partlcularlyiwomenj
from outlying areas to .come togetﬁer which would not otherwise'occur.
This happens both at school functions and through organised groups

such as parents and friends meetings.

most: felt it had a "good name" and several compared 1t favourably with
RN

. \ ‘. . .
other secondary Schools'ln the- wider. region.

o . -~ N

-One local re51dent felt that the 'school was not as good academlcally

as the ngh School but ‘also stated that this was not the general V1ew

in the area.

One: employer was dlsappolnted with the school leavers he employed as’

casual -labourers. His part1cular cr1t1c15m was their lethargy and lack

. of enthusiasm and 1n1t1at1ve. However, he felt that this was probably

true of most schools. He also reported that it was difficult for g1rls

to find work in the area and that seyeral‘were having children~when

only sixteen or seventeen.

1

‘.‘Two parentq mentloned the lack of educatlon beyond Year 10 as- a
lpartlcular d1ff1culty for students- W1sh1ng to go on to further study

Students w1sh1ng to cont1nue have to board 1n Hobart

N
)
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A unew arrival in the region (from N.S.W.) was very impressed with the

.
‘

. . L .
$ equipmént and resources provided at the school.

3ot € e RN S AT R AR 2 -u.7,.,..7»..‘“,-.“..“.,,‘ e e S e T A - : e o2 v - 'l
4. Gdneral oy o . . ' . -

.

The difficulties for a rural school to make‘é major contribution to its
N : . x' {', l' . :
region are most apparent in this case. The school's centribution to
¢ [ - ' ) 4 ' .

.
.

a diverse and scattered region is likely to be small (apart from

I

teaching students) unless majof efforts could be made by the school

A . 1 !
itself to provide a focal point for regjional activities. Yet without

x
’,

a local centre the school is unlikely to get any encouragement for
o » . Loyt
‘ this role and even the'teachers will be unwilling to live locally when
. . . N - Ct . R M v E ‘.
even the few facilities and activities of a country town are not

available.
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‘Discussions ‘with. Glenora Staff

] ' »

. ( ' .
" Following the preparation of the bulk of this report it was

R § P R TR, s ven atenn Car

cifcﬁiafzaﬂ¥affho ééﬁéaig“invéiVEa“for”ESERGnt;“”“

A .
]

As a rosaltvof this Rex Stoessiger visited Glenora District High
School for a meeting with the school staff. | |
Teachers who lived in the local area reported that there had been a-

, . : _
?arked drop off in local activities over a number of years. One new resident

‘ 'had found it difficult to make contact with the_.local community, partly

due to a lack of an obvious focus for the area, : » _ .

¢
Sl

Staff reported that their séhoolvieavers wefe well thoaéhf of

as employeés, particularly bx\large empioyers further‘db@n the Valley.
. : .. .,

The séhool had recently taken ﬁwo initiatives that had local
davelopment consequences. The first was to survey parents about theﬁpoSsibility
of establiéhing a craChe. The second was prompted By the need of an unemployed
lleaﬁer,‘daing voiuatary Qork in the school, for typing practice. The-school
was advertisiaéiher availabiliay for hire ta do small amounts of typingf“

Several suggestions were made about activities that the schoolwf

f‘ébuid undertake to assist the ldcalﬁcommunity. These included holding Adult B

Education classes and seeking to havq senior secondary classes (years 11 and

12) offered through the school.

[

It was agreed to be worthwhile for some group in the school to

~ continue to discuss and possibly implement some E.L.D. ideas, with-the support

of Research Branch. The.Principal suggested 'the school commi ttee deve%oping

submissions to the Disadvantaged Schools Program Qbuld bé_auitable as it -

.included community representatives.’ . - . o+ - 24
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