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THI

SHOSHONES 1IN

THE ROCKY MOUNTAILN AREA

N by

/ ‘¢ .
Ake Hultkrantz

>

. The articles contained in this booklet are
derived from a monograph of the same title
by Ake flultkrantz. The monograph original-
ly appecared as a publication in the‘Anhals
of Wyoming. The articles contained "herein

- have becen adapted for classroom use, and
arc uscd with pecmission of the State of
Wyoming Archives, Muscums and Historical
Depactment. . '

g- ~
Student Activities Designed
by ’
Bob Spoonhunter
. Babs Kruse ]

This bopklet was prepared by the Title IV-A
. Curriculum Development Project, Wyoming In-
dian Hligh School, Ethete, Wyoming. 1981
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HISTORLCAL GROUPINGS

Shoshones historically have lived in the neighborhood - -
of the Rocky Mountains. They have been divided into a num- Y7
ber of different aroups, which are often difficult to keep
apart. It is natural that these.many small groups of hun-
ters, fishermen, and collectors who travelled around in
these mountains, forests, and deserts have been difficult
to classify. FEven in old papers, diaries, agents' reports,
cte., only vague names such as "Shoshones" or "Eastern Sho-
shones" are given, instcad of the detailed information
usually given about the grouping of ovaer tribes in nearby .
_areas., "

Little is known of the Shoshones in pre-historic
times. Material which has been brought to light up to. |
this time==-archacological finds and writtoen notes--has not
given a satisfactory picture of Shoshone pre-history. Cera-
mics have been found near Laramie, at Red Buttes, which in
some opinions werc made by Shoshones. Similar ceramics
have been Found near the Great Salt Lake and in Montana.
Although the connection is not yet certain, the finding of
ceramics makes it likely that the Shoshones lived on the .
plains cven before they ebtained horses, which happened
about 1650. Until neow discoveriocs are made, it will be im-
possible to decide with certainty which”of the Shoshones
were moving around on the northern plains 250 years ago.

.
In the late 1700's, an old Blackfoot Indian 'told his’
recollection of a clash between Shoshone and Blackfoot Tn- :
dians on the Canadian Plaing about 1730.- This shows that i .
some Shoshones were inhabiting the northern plains at the
time. It 'was probably the horse which had made possible
the expansion toward the Saskatchewan River, so the Shoshone
occupation of the Canadian Plains did not last long. Ac-
. cording to their own information, the Shoshones at the
+ ginning of the ecighteenth century lived in the buffalo-rich
land north of the Missguiri River. They were eventually
* chased away by the Blackfoot Indians who had gotten arms
{rom the British fur traders, thereby winning the advantage
over the Shoshones, who had only bows and arrows. According
to one idea, those Shoshone who escaped the Blackfoot Indi-
ans moved to Idaho and Oregon, where they,entered the torri-
“tory of the Shaphaptin Indians.
In light of all this wovement, it seems natural not to
make an absolute distinction between Eastern, Western, and
Northern Shoshones. Neveriheless, those té€rms will be used
here in order, to get a rough geographical classification of
the Shoshones in the Rockies. Thé true "Eastlern Shoshones"




inclyde the Buftalo-Baters,the Sheepeaters, and the so-

called Dove-baters in Wyoning. These historical groups

cvolved into the hunting Shoshones of Wyoming, ahd in par-
ticujar the riding groups which hunted the, buffalo on the
plains. Descriptions given by Indian agents, dating from
Lbout 1850, tceil about the time when Wyoming Shoshone buf-
falo hunter s stayed mainly west of the Rockies i the arca
around the Green River, Beay Lake'and the Great Salt Lake.

. From this basc they made occasional expeditions to the ‘
' T;%nwxxeast of the Wind River Mountains, partly to hunt buf-
.. falo and partly ‘to fight the Plains- Indians who kept them

away from the rich hunting grounds further.cast. At .times
these Shoshone operated together with other riding Shoshone
groups west of the mountains, groups which did not other-
) wisc have the plains as a hunting arca. The Wyoming Shosho-
- nes frequently spent the winter with those tribesmen in
their headquarters in the valleys of Idaho.
This connection between the Shoshone groups has existed
up to the present time, notl only with separate individuals
but ailsu with whole families moving back and forth between
Idaho and Wyoming. Although the Shoshones of Wyoming had a
strong tribal organization during the time that Washakie was
the Chief, from about 1840-1900, families were not tied by
this organization. They could lecave to go wherever they
wanted (butv ofte® at the risk of being easy prey for enemies).
This Shoshone cooperation makes the nation of "Eastern Sho-
shones" a somewhat artificial one. The "Eadtern" cultures
car~ot be casily distinguished from historically-related
cultures further west that are structured in the same fashion,
. because the carriers of the cultures have lived near each
other and today share the same reservations: Among the
prosent=day Wind River Shoshones live Bannocks and Paiutesf,
Lemhi, Shoshones and Vestern Shoshones; while some descendants
» of Washakie's soldiers now live on reservations in ldaho and
* Utah. Those cultural traditions carried on at Fort Hall are
gimilar to those carried on 4t Port Washakie.

3 "

In tht same wayy it is necessary to make artificial dis-
tinctions between the«northorn and western Shoshones:  Those '
Shoshones that live 1n northern and eastern Idaho and and
northern Utah are callpd Northern Shoshones; those that live
further west a'e Western Shoshones. It will be the Eastoern
and Northern Shoshones that we discuss in this booklet. The
Bannocks, who belong to the Paviotso stock,, will also be in-
‘tuded because they have been closely connected with the Sho

£ shones in central and easterr Idaho, and generally had the \\
‘ same culture. :
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' 1. Which two countries arc shown on the map above?
2. Which four states are shown? ° ]
! . ' L‘
. 3. Which two provinces are shown?
4. Were the boundaries above determined by'man or by nature?
5. Did the state or national boundaries exist in 16507
‘ 6. Part of Idaho's western boundary is formed by the
' . The western boundaries of Montana and Alber-
. . .-
Q ta. follow the( .

> 7. - I.ake drains both eastward and westward. .
o V o o ncex n Ibl
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Read the sentences below. Then look at the map above and £ind
the mumber of the matching location. Write the correct number
in the blank. :

The Missouri River flows from the Rocky Mountains, even-
tually joining the Mississippi River and emptying into the
Gulf of Mexico.

ALY

Ceramics have becn found here, possibly used by Shoshones
before 1650.

A major battle in this area forced the Shoshones to move
, farther south around 1730.
__In the mid-1800's, the Wybming Shoshone -buffalo hunters
stayed mainly in this area, .except for odcasional hunting
trips ecastward to the. plains. ' .

Their descendants now live on the .Wind River Reservation
of Wyoming.




HISTORICAL CROUPING

|

STUDENT STUDY QUESTIOLS,

-,

.  The term "Dastern Shoshone” refors ‘mainly to what group?

\3‘\lb
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tthy is the name "Eastern Shoshone" vague as to what ‘group
it identifies? .

Where did the VWyoming Shoshone buffalo hunters stay up
until 18502 . o

f \
Yhat reasons did the VWyoming Shoshone have for coming east
of the Rocky Mountains?

I8

[

¥

What tribes did éhe llyoming Shoshone fight with, and why?

Where did the Wyoming Shoshones frequently spend the winters?

What other tribes related to the Wyoming Shoshone are represented

in the Wyoming, or Eastern, Shoshone tribe?

At one time the Eastern Shoshone were prominent as far north

as the Canadian Plains. What is the approximate time of
Eastern Shoshone dominance in that area?,

v
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9. Ilow were the bastern Shushones displaced from the
- ) Canadian Plaing?

10. What types of weapons did the BlacPfoot have about 1736:
and how did they obtain them?

11. What types of weapons did the Eestern Shoshone .have at °
that tine, and how did they obtain them?

. )
12. What historical groups of Shoshoncan people arc¢ included.
. in the true Eastern Shoshone tribe? .

' N ¢

DICTIONARY SKILLS
List the following words in alphabetical order. Then use a
dictionary to find the meanings:
frequent , prey, essential, archaeology, frequently,
ceramics, prominent, vague, frequented, inhabit
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SHOSHOMES TN NORTHERN 1DALO

‘the groups discussed in this chapter m‘ the Agaidika
and the "rukudika.

. L. Agaidika, or Ssalmen-caters, lived along the Iemhi™
‘iver in Ifdaho. The name originakly referred to salmo
cating pecople who lived in the Lemhi Valley. TIn later times
the name was used cven for the Tukudika, since they settled T
in that arco during the 1850's and bogan cooperating with

the real Agaidikas. It would be better to use ‘the name "lLemhi"

for this new combined group, which is composed of two formerly

separate groups.. The names "Lemhi" and "Wind River Shoshone"

: correspond to ecach other=--both refer to groups which arose

v during the time on the reservation. Agaidikas called them-
selves also "Pia Agaidika" which means "big salmon-caters.”
This namer, though, has been uscd for those pecople who lived
on the Camas Prairvie.

Before the Agaidikas obtained horses they lived on wild

drass, berries, rocts, pinyon nuts, salmon and trout, and some

» big game animals such as anteclopce, deer and mountain shéep.

) Although fishing played an important role in food gathering,
it was not the only source of food. The varied food-gathering
activities of the older Shoshoncan cultures left their mark
.on the people's daily lives. They had winter quarters whero~
“they stayed until the carly spring. The summer and fall were -,
spent fishing, hunting and collecting sometimes at the Lemhi |
and Salmon Rivers, and other times ncar the winter quarters.

1t is natural that a pecople with a simple yet diversified

way of living did not develop a well-defined tribal organiza=-
tion. The winter quarters probably had certain headmen, who
were generally trusted persons and whose main function was to
give advice. During fishing scasons they probably showed more
leadership. Pollglon must also have been uncompllcatod and
based on a belicef in spirits in animal forms.

This whole cultural structure changed complotely when the
Agaidikas obtained horses. It was not that the old ways of
life were given up, but new ways of living appeared. Buffalo
hunting and gathering of planL fouds were extended to farx
away places.

. The Agaidikas then became "Kucundikas"--Buffalo-caters.

. They became more firmly organized so that they could meet the
demands of the buffalo hunt, and partly so they could with-
stand their enemies who gathered at the buffalo grounds and
competed with them,

Hunting expcditions also led them into conLacL with
friendly tribes toward the west, for example the Flathead and

‘ Nez Perce. It was possible that the Shoaﬂﬁ\ii‘from Lemhi hunted

b
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buftfalo on the Wyoming plainssadith HWashakic's people, but
mostly they went to the buffalo axdas at Bozeman, Montana.
These mounted Indians were held tog ther rather firmly and
were’Jed by chicfs who had control ovyr the tribe, and who
represented the tribe 1n dealings with the white people. .
The chief title was Rept in one family for three generations.
The best known of these chiefs was ‘fendoy, or fTindowici, and
his son, George Wince Tendoy who died im 1954. )
] ’ N

. 2. Tukudika, or Eaters-'of Bighorn Sheep, lived in the
high areas around Salmon River in Idaho. They were also °®
calyed "toyaino" (Mountain Dwellers), and in later times
have also been known ds Agaidika also. They arce n6t the same
as the Tukudika who lived in Wyoming. These Tukudikas lived

~the same way as Ehe Agaidikas; they collected herbs, berries,
“roots and they also hunted and fished. Unlike the Agaidikas

who spent more time fishing, the Tukudikas spent more time
hunting. Now and then they hunted deer--and those who did

so were called Tihiyadika, or deer-caters--but they hunted
mainly the mountain sheep. Hunting for mountain sheep was
carried on year-—around. During the winter they used light
snow shoes called "hunting moccasins," and dogs. The hunting
was done individually or in families, and not on a large scale
since the animals appeared in small flocks.

The consequence -of this was that the Tukudika population
was spread out in small ‘groups all over the Salmon River arca.
Many of thesce groups wevre made up of only a few families cach, -
but there were also a few larger qroups. Th¥sc Tukudika who

lived north'and west of Salmon City gathered in the winter

quarter at Pohorai, "Sagebrush Valley." The families spread
apart cvery spring for hunting cxpeditions in the different
valleys; then when the berries ripened in the summer they
moved to those dreas to hunt, fish and gather wild plants.
Phe winter camp did pot have a fully-developed chieftainship,
but a certain authority was held by scme old man who had much
experience in life and was well-known.

Tukudikas lived peaceful lives isolated along the mountain
rivers in Tdaho. TIventually they joined Tendoy's Agaidikas
at Lemhi. Not nntil then did they get horses; and those with
good animals followed the Agaidikas on their puffalo hunts. The
fukudikas were finally absorbed into the Agaiflika socio-political
system. A few of them, however, must have refvained in the moun-
tains where they mixed with "lawless" outcasts- from other tribes.
In the 1860's there was a small bapd of shecep-caters living in
the mountains=--the band was made up of persons from the Bannock,
Pajute, Nez Porce, Cayusce, Spokane, Coecur d'Alence and Shoshone
tribes. Por a long time tney enaaged in cattle-stealing and
harassing gold=-miners. They were finally spotted by General
lloward in 1879.

L4
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Think about the: litestyle ol

your 1maglna=-

cach
group of people that you have just
read about=-then usco

tion and creativity to portray
cach of those lifestyles on the

following pages.

ha a sample study in pencil on a

“epar ate shect of paper, then
your 1Tinal art work using India
ink, felt=tip pens, or colored

marhkors.

do
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7.

8.

[y

}SHOSHONES IN NCORTHERN IDAHO

STUDENT STUDY QUESTION

S

Who were the Agaidika originally?

!

In latér times, what group of people w

name of "Agaidika"?
I

¢ !

Thy were the 7Tukudika considered'Agaid

ere 1ncluded in the

ika in later times?

.

What group of people was given the name "Pia Agaidika"?

'
\

Before they got horses, what type of £
live on?

Where did the Agaidika gather their fo

S~

.

oods d&d the Agaidika

od?

Did the iold ways of living change completely after the

‘Agaldlka obtained horses? What change

lifestyle?

After the Agaidika obtained horses, wh
have contact with more frequently?

“,
o
L)

s were made in gpeir

hf other trlbes did they




9. Where did the Agaidika hunt for buffalo?

4

10. Among the Agaidika, how long was the chieftain titlé kept
in one family?

11. Who was the best known Agaidika chief?

.

12. Where did the Tukudika live?

¢

13. The Agaidika and Tukudika shared many of the same qualities
and characteristics in their culture, but there was one major
difference in their food-gathering. What is that difference?

14. What specialized item did the Tukudika use when hunting in
the winter?

A
4

15. What scrt of lives did the Tukudika lead? , .

16. How were the Tukudika finally incorporated into the Agaldlka
socio-political system?

L 4

.

( 17. Did all Tukudika merge with the Agaidika? . '

18. Did the Tukudika who remained in the mountains live there
alone?
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MATCHING EXERCISE Ei:

(3

Match the Shoshone word in Column I with the correct Engliah

" translation in Column II. Draw a,line between the matching ones..

TOYAINO
KUCUNDIKAS
TUKUDIKA
AGAIDIKA

PIA AGAIDIKA
A N

&
TIHIYADIKA:

POHORATI

?

Deer Eaters
Salmon Eaters
Saéebrush Valley

. Buffalo Eaters
Mohnt;;n Dwellers
Big Horn Sheep' Eaters

»

Big Salmon Eaters

~




plOSHONES AND BANNOCKS 1IN EASTERN IDAHO - oo
) " !

S .
The Shoshone and Bannock at Fort I'all), Idaho, belong

to two different linguistic groups (although they both be-
long to the same linguistic family). On one hand there are
the "pohogue", or sagebrush people, belonging to the Sho-
shonean 11ngulst1c stock; and on the other side there are
the Bannock whose language is closely rclated to that of the
northern Paiute or Paviotso. Since the beginning of the
ninetecnth century both groups have operated together.

The Bannock ‘have become seperated from their linguistic
kinsmen in Oregon. They have been spread over great parts of
Idaho and bordering-parts of Montana and Wyoming. A great
number of ghgshones at Wind River are part Bannock. The
Bannocks aopcarcd in several groups, some were in scattered
single families.” Others were in-.small groups, with an with-
out horses. Mounted Bannock were living near Fort Hall and
along the Snake River. Bannocks who visited Salmon River
were callea "Northern Bannocks" by the Wyoming Shoshone.

Those who lived on the middle sections of the Snake River
are called Southern Bannocks. ,

The Bannocks did not differ very much from their neigh-
bors-as far as economics, lifestyle and habits are concerned.
Those Bannocks who congregated around Fort Illall formed a
"band" with a military organization similar to that of the 4
Washakie Shoshones. Under chiecfs like Tagi and Buffalo Horn,
they made expeditions to the buffalo country east of the moun-
tains, often along the Bannock Trail in Yellowstone Park.

Two Bannock uprisings occurred after the creation of the
reservation at Fort Ilall. One uprising was at Camas Prairie
in 1879, and the other at Jackson llole, Wyoming, in 1895.

The first was causcd by Wyomlng Shoshones settling near Fort
llall and receiving prov151ons meant for the Bannock
strouble in 1895 was not serious; the Bannock sdimply 1
trip to their old hunting grounds outside the reservation,
which by then was off-limits to Bannocks.

The Shoshones at Fort Hall and along the Snake River were
distributed among many groups. Those groups could not be dis-
tinguished from thec Western Shoshones out in the deserts, or -
from the Eastern Shoshones on the Wyoming plalns A few groups
lived by flshlnq in the Snake River; other groups hunted deer
and elk up in the mountains; still other groups were plant
gatherers or mounted buffalo hunters. It is difficult to
define these groups from their economic and food-gathering
activities because they were dependent upon the seasons and
changed in cach group. .

16.
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" Before the horse was introduced, all these Shoshagne
groups vere probably simultaneously gatherers, hunters, .
and fishermen. This variation was necessary because the
supply of wild animals and plant-food was not plentiful.

The Shoshones were not“able to hunt wild game on the Idaho
plains until they had obtained horses. By thé& end of the
nineteenth century there were still a few Shoshones who °
did not ride, although it is believed that the people had
horses long before then. Those who did not ride were called
"Shoshocoes," which meant diggers, walkers or fisheaters.

In the Snake River Basin ‘and near Fort Hall the mounted
groups and the salmonh-ecaters dominated. Further south were
the seed- qathcrors and the fish-eaters. , )

Among the Fort Hall Shoshones are the salmon-eaters,
who represent the older way of living. They lived mainly
on the Snake River below Fort llall; north of there they
could catch whitefish and ;rout but the real salimon were

" caught west of the reservation. The salmon fishing was .

done collectively under the leadership of a chigf whose
authority did not last beyond the fishiny season. Durlng
the rest of/the year, the salmon-eaters were hunting in the .

" mountains to the south in famlly groups. Women collected

roots andsberries the year around.

The mounted Fort Hall Shoshones originally had a col-
lecting and fishing economy; and in spite of the fact that
they became buffalo hurters, they retained their old way of
living. Use of horses enabled them to continue thclr old
lifestyle more intensely than before. They could hunt for
mountain sheep in northern Utah, fish at the Shoshone Falls
where, salmon were abundant, dig roots at the Camas Prairie,
and hunt deer in the Salmon River Mountains. At the same
time there was thq possibility of hunting buffalo on the
plains and taking part in the trade with other Indians and
whites. Together with Bannock and Washakie Shoshones, they
visited the buffalo grounds in Idaho until 1840, and in Mon~-
tana and Wyoming. Their wandérings led them to Lemhi, where
they found protection from the Blackfoot; to -the “tradlng
markets" at Camas Prairie; the summer rendezvous of white
fur trappers and traders at Green River, Weber River and
Bear Lake; and to the trading post at Fort Bridger.

Thoir social organization changed with their economic
occupation. Particularly during the summer timeé when fishing,
hunting and collecting edible.plants in the areas around the
Snake River was a daily chpre, the family group was the nat-

, ural unit. Buffalo huntifg on the plains and tM#®® increased
.danger of attacks from enemy Plains Tribes demanded firmer

organization. 'The Shoshones were now led in bands headed




- .
. »
1

by chiefs. Under the 1nf1uence of the Wyoming Shoshones,
y devéloped a social and mllltary organization qlmllar

.to that of the Plains Tribes. They adopted camp c1rcles, a
police organlzatlon, rules and regulations concerning buf-
*'falo hunting and warfare. This type of organization was®,
c0951dered pRecessary' only at certain times. Arbitrary

bands weré gathered around the chiefs, who were the formeér
lgaders of fishing and hunting. A consequence of this was
that the Bannock chiefs, who had a stronger authority,
dominated when the Shoshones anrd Bannocks took longer hunt- - . _
,ing or war expeditions together. In addition to this, Wash- °
akie sometimes influenced these Shoshones.strongly and many .
‘'of them stayed under his leadership.

-
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I'\ . SHOSHONES AND BANNOCKS IN EASTERN IDAHO )

FILL IN THE BLANKS -

i
*

¢

1. Shoshohe and Bannock languages Belong to the

0

linguistic -family. ° .

2. "QohogUe“ or " ', belong to the Shoshonean

v
LI ]

stock. /

3. 'The Bannock language is closely related to the

*

or stock. b »

5 v .
4. The Bagnhnock have oo kinsmen in

4

5. The Bannock lifestyle was very similar to that of their neigh-,

bors in terms of , ' and j
% N
* -
6. Two chiefs améng the Bannock were and
. \
7. The Bannock uprising of, 1879 was at - and was
caused 'by Eastern Shoshones receiving meant for
e " R ] N 4
the . .
. . [
3. Whe second uprising occurred in . at

when the.Bannocks took a trip to their old

9. Before horses .were introduced, the various Shoshonean people

were probably ‘ ' and

2R




S,

10. "Shoshocoes" is a word that can mean

1l. The mounted Fort Hall Shoshones were originally

and ' _ , but later became

After they’gdt horses the Fort Hall Shoshones could hunt for

in ; fish for v
¥ ' a '
at the 'Shoshone Falls; dig . at ’
and hunt in the Salmon River mountains.
! .
With the anc , the Fort Hall
Shoshones hunted buffalo in 1daho, and
until
A
. +.The Fort Hall Shoshones developed a and ,
organization similar to that of the Indians.
was a where Indians of
different tribes met to goods. .
Fort Hall Shpshonés took part in the ) of white

, traders and ﬁunters at Y

Al

River and lake.

20.




"DIGGERE" "IN SQUTHERN TDAHO AND NORTHERN UTAH

The Shoshone groups which are known as "Diggers" can be
roughly divided into other groups called liukandika, Pengwi-
dika and Webersttes. ’ . )

The Hukandixa, or "dusteaters", were so named because
they walked on foot and thereby got the dust of the desert
in their mouths. They lived at Bannock Creek, Idaho, and
Bear River Bay, Utah. The name Hukandika has been applied
to a number of different groups between the Snake River and
the Great Salt lLake, in addition to the name Kamodika (eaters
of black-tailed jack rabbits). -Many of the smaller gxoups
with different nares (squirrel-eaters, marmot-eaters, and
others) that have reportedly travelled around in northexrn
Utah, southern I[daho and southwestern Vlyoming have collective-
ly been called "Diggers," Rabbit-caters or Hukandika.

There arc two” main groups that have gone by the name of
Hukandika--the pcople living on Bannock Creek, and those liv-
ing near Lower Bear River and Promontory Point, Great Salt
Lake. The firskt mentioned are also called "Sonivo-hedika,"”
or wheat-caters.

Hukandika are known for having acquired horses very
late, probably after 1850. Like other Shoshonean groups with
a primitive and cxtensive cconomic system in pre-horse days,
they moved around in families and small groups, . living off
berries, roots, pinyon nuts, fish and small game. When the
Hukandika werce supplied with horses a somewhat firmer social e
organization developed. Camps became united under a band
leader, one for the northerly group and one for the southern
group. Over the country around Bannock Creck and extending
down to falt Lake Pokentara, or Pocglello, ruled. His people
were almost annihilated in the massacre at Bear River in 1863.
The Nukandika to the south often took part in the Wyoming
Shoshone buffalo hunts. The Hukandika had much in common *
with Washakiec’s Shoshones, who often had their winter quarters
at Bear River and fished in the Salt hLake tributaries and
traded with the lMormons in Salt Lake City. Many Hukandika
sometimes stayed at Port Bridger in Wyoming. 1t is likely
that Washakie's fhoshones partly recruited from the the Hukan-
dika.

Pengwidika, or fish-eaters, lived at Bear River and Logan
River in Utah. This group is also called Hukandika, or rabbit-
eaters, but is best known as Pengwidika, or fuish-eaters. The ,
Indians who originally trapped rabbits, hunted antelope and fished
had horses in histcrical times. Like the Hukandika from further
wast, they were badly decimated at the Bear River massacre.

Their chief was Wirasuap (Bear Spirit). Wirasuap was a con-
temporary of Pocalello, although probably older, and he was
closer to Washakie than Pocatello. Wirasuap and Washakie \




occasionally had winter quarters southwest of Bear Lake. On
these occasions the two chiefs appeared as peers. At Bear
Lake the uvnited Shoshone groups carried on winter fishing,
they made a hole in the ice and ‘fished with a hook and line.
Bear Lake was a frequently used mecting-vlace of the Shoshone
Indians. . ‘ ’ _ '

Weber Ukes were located between the Salt Lake and Wasatch
Mountains in Uteh. 1t is likely that thesc "Utes" rcally were
Shoshones. The re included here for the sake of complete-
ness and becausc it is very- likely that at least at times they
came together with Washakie's group.

This kind of connection existed only exceptionally between
Washakie's people and the the "real" Utes, who lived to the
south. The "real" Utes werc those living in the Uintah Valley
of ttah and those living along the Yampa River in Colorado.
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"DIGGERS" IN SOUTHERN IDAINO AND NORTHERN UTAH

STUDENT STUDY QUESTIOMNS

What Shoshonean groups of people are included in the'"Diggers"?
What is the English translation for the word "Hukandika"?

What two main groups went-under the nahe "Hukandika"?

<«

The pecople living at Bannock creek were known as Hukandlka,
but were also called by what other name?

That is the English translation for the word "Sonivo-hedika"?

fThen did the Hukandika acquire horses?

»

Mame a Hukandika chief. /7

What is the English for the word "Pengwidika"?

‘Where did the Pengwidika live?.

llame a Pengwidika chief.

Where did the Shoshone pebple frequently meet?
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) FORT BRIDGER SIIOSHONES

Fort Bridger Shoshones are those Shoshones who occa-
sionally visited the Fort Bridger nelqhborhood in south-
western wyomlnq, as well as the mdre permanent Shoshone
settlers in the same area, Kamodika and Haivodika.

This section of Wyoming was a meeting place for a .
number of different Indian groups, of which the Shoshones
"were the dominating ones. The Shoshones were probably
masters in this area from the beginning. Their economic
and social life changed after the traders and fur trap-
pers invaded the area about 1820. It is likely that be-
fore this change thosg Shoshones who were here were part-
ly buffalo hunters from Idaho and Utah on their way  °
through, partly bands of buffalo hunters from Wyoming
who stayed there through the winter, and partly small
groups of "rabbit eaters"

At the middle of the 19th century the situation at
Bridger Basin was probably something like this:

From the west buffalo hunters passed through the
country: Shoshone and Bannock from Idaho, Shoshone from
the areas east and north of the Great Salt Lake. At
Fort Bridger there gathered every summer Indians who
* traded with the Whites and.with each other; buffalo hun-
ters from the north, west, and south---Shoshones, Nez
‘Perce, Utes, Flatheads, and Crows; Navajo Indians who
followed the old Indian and Spanish trail north along
the Green River; Tsugudika (eaters of white-tailed deer)
from Snake River; llaivodika from Bridger Basin; and many
Shoshone half-breeds who were children of white trappers
and Shoshone women. The half-breeds spent their time
buffalo hunting and trading. The earlier "rabbit eaters"”
seem to have been absorbed by the buffalo hunters and
Haivodika at this time.

llaivodika, Dove Eaters, are also called Black's
Fork Indians. “They lived a greater part of the year
along the creeks of Green River in the Bridger Basin and
particularly at Henry's Fork. Tradition says that
they split away from the buffalo hunting Shoshones in .
Wyoming at the death of Chief Yellow Hand in 1842. Dur-
ing the 1860's their chief was Bazil (Pasi), stepson of
-Sacajawea. "Dove Baters" seems to havée been a deroga-
tory name applied to them by the buffalo hunting Shoshones
because of their seemingly tim... and pasgive behavior.
Occasionally the Haivodika wert horseback to hunt buffalo
on the Plains, and then they laived like the Plains Sho-
shones. Mostly, though, they spent their time trading.
They served as go-betweens for the nomadic tribes and the
whites at Fort Bridger; they bought skins from the Plains
tribes and sold them at the Fort and distributed the White
traders' goods among the Ute Indians. They even traded
skins and furs with the Mormons at Salt Lake City for
agricultural products and textiles.

27 ‘ )
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FORT BRIDGER St OShONLS

STUDENT STUDY QUESTIONS

1. What group of Shoshonean people wecre pérmanently settled
in the Bridger Basin area?

2. Mame some of the types of people who passed through the
Bridger Basin area.

3. What is the Shoshone name and its English translation for .
the group of people sometimes called "Black's Fork Indians"?

4. Who was a Haivodika chief in the 1860's? ' '

5. What is a note of interest about Basil?

6. Why did the buffalo-hunting Shoshone call the "Black's Fork
Indians" Dove-Eaters? { »

.

L)

7. In what year, and following what event did the Haivodika
split from the buffalo-hunting Shoshone in Wyoming? |,

8. Who were tie early half-breeds that are refer}ed to in the
: article?

/

9. What was the usual occupation of the half-breeds?

+

10. Other than buffalo hunting, what dld the Haivodika spend
most of their time doing?

'




SHOSHONE SCRABBLE

Using a standard Scrabble Board and Tiles,
make words and names found in the article,
"Fort Bridger Shoshones."

Use the same point-scoring system as in
regular Scrabble. ‘

%} . SUGGESTED WORDS:
.
(!? %ﬁ@ Kamodika . .
> ata & .
djézsp 7%y lfaivodika
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MOUNTAIN SHOSHONES_IN WYOMING

Those Shoshone Indians who lived in the mountain and
forest areas of northwest Wyoming were called Pukudika or
Toyani . . )

rukudika . (Sheepcaters) was, in Wyoming, a name used
by all Shoshones to designate vaguely those Indians who
occasionally devoted themselves to Bighorn hunting up in
the mountains. Some of Washakie Plains Shoshones (Tavo- -
nasia's group) called themselves Tukudika when they made ..
summer excursions to Yellowstone Park in order to-hunt
bighorh sheep. The real Tukudikas were permanently living
in the mountains; these were called Toyani, a name reser~—
ved for the Yellowstone Park Sheepeaters. This name should
‘correctly be applied to the more southerly Tukudikas in
“Wyoming. In a wider perspective, all mountain dwelling
~Tukudikas in Idaho, southwestern Montana and northwestern
' Wyoming made a block of groups with almost identical eco-
nomic structure but without any political or territorial
unity. Not until later times did greater socio-political
groups appear in Idaho and Wyoming. _ . .

The Tukudikas in Wyoming lived onthe Yellowstone
Park Plateau,in the Absaroka Mountains, in the Tetons ancs
in the Gros Ventre mountains south of the park, and in the
Wind River Mountains down to South Pass. It is, however,
incorrect to believe that they lived in the mountains :
alone. At least during the 19th century they also appeared
Jdown in the Green River valley; and those of them who did
ride could even get as far as Bridger Basin. The Tukudi- -
kas in Yellowstone Park scem to have been most isolated.
They were mixed with the Bannocks and called by Shoshones
living in other places Panaiti Toyani. (Bannock Mountain
Dwellers). 1In all likelihood the Tukudikas were ,composed
partly of an oid layer of Shoshone "walkers" who retained
the old way of living from the time before horses were
introduced, and who established a specialized mountain s
cultuce; and partly of Plains Shoshones who had lost their
horses or who had been forced to give up the Plains life-
for one reason or another. '

Those Tukudikas whom Captain Bonneville, Russell, and
" other trappers met in the mountains of Wyoming appeared in
-~ very small groups. They walked on foot, accompanied by big
dogs, which were hunting, dogs, carriers, and pullers (with
the V-shaped travois hitched to them). Tht Tukudikas
lived on berries, herbs and ‘roots, fished in the small
lakes, hunted small animals of different kinds, and larger
animals like elk, deer, and mountain or bighorn sheep.




They hunted particularly the latter, which were very
important as food and clothing. Since thesc animals
appearced in small herds, the individual method of hunting
was most suitable. This situation and the fact that the
.forest areas were hard to travel through are probably the
. main rcasons that thegse Indians' socio-political organlza—
! tion in old times was so elementary.

The situation changed considerably among the Wlnd
River Tukudikas. during the course of the 19th century.
Hostile Plains tribes entered the mountains and the poorly
organized mountain dwellers had to seek support and pro-
tection among Washakie's Shoshones. . From the latter they
received more horses, and at the same time, they formed
bigger and firmer units than before. The Tukudikas were
now collected into three or four bands, with 'Toyaewowici
as their main chief. Even their mode of travelling was
changed. The winter was spent down in some vally near
the mountains, for example, at Red Rocks near Dubois. .
Barly in the spring they moved halfway up the mount .
to fish. The summer was spent in the mountains where .
they hunted as in old times; and in August and September
they went out on the plains®near Green River to hunt
antelope. Occasionally they even went to Fort Bridger
where they exchanged meat and furs for gunpowder and
rifles.




MOUNTAIN SHOSHONES IN WYOMING .

FILL IN THE BLANKS

[y

Tukudika or is a name for those Shoshone people
who lived in the and : areas of
‘Wyoming.
The mountain-dwelling Tukudikas in ; southwestern
®and northwestern had no
or unity.
Wyoming Tukudikas lived on the ’ in the
mountains, in the and il the
mountains.
The most isolated Tukudikas lived in the ' park.
The ¥Wind River Tukudikas sought protection from Shoshones.
During the 19%th century, ’ was the main chief
of the in the mountains.
. *
The Tukudikas occassionally went to Fort ) to tradeé
and for and -

The Yellowstone Park Tukudikas mixed with the

Other Shoshones called the Yellowstone Park Tukudikas

which means
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MOUNTAIN SHbSHONES IN WYOMING

LY ¢

-

Using a digtionary, find the meanings for each of the words
listed below. '

corresponding

desigﬁiQe . *

s transfér

reserved

perspective

structure

political

territorial

retained

travois

latter )

elementary

organization

mode
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MATCH THE SHOSHONE WORD WITH THE CORRECT ENGLISH TRANSLATION. °

DRAW A LINE FROM THE SHOSHOMNE TO THE ENGLISH.

Toyaino

Pia Agaidika
Kamodika
Tsugudika
Agaidika
Ohamupe
Pohogue
Pengwidika
Haivodika
Pohorai

/o

Sonivo-htsdika
Y d

" Tihiyadikav

Hukandika
$

Panaiti Toyani

Kucundika

Tukudika

Toyani

Sagehrush People
Dust Eatéik
Eaters of Black-Tailed Jack Rabbits
Wheat Eaters

s -
Fish Eaters - !
Salmon Eaters
Big Salmon Eaters
Eaters of Big Horn Sheep (Sheep Eéters)‘
Sagegrush Valley ’
Mountai? Dwellers
Buffalo Eaters y
Deer Eaters
Dove Eaters
Eaters of White-Tailed Deer
(The Real) Sheep Eaters
Bannock Mountain Dweilers

Yellow Fore Locks




. ".

4

WYOMING'S PLAINS SHOSIHONES .

7

Many Shoshone groups stayed at times on the plains of -
Wvoming in order to hunt buffalo and antelope. Only a lim-
ited number of them stayed more permanently within the area;
those who stayed were the Bastern Shoshone hunters who opr .
erated mainly in southwestern Wyoming and the neighboring )
borders of Idaho and Utah. They called themselvds Kucindika
(buffalo-eaters) and were known as "Washakie's Shoshones." '
Because .they resided mainly in the Green River Valley, the
white people called them Green River Shoshones. A better
name, however, would be "Wyoming Plains Shoshones." No
Shoshonean' group deserves the name more because in a cultural
and social respect they approached the Plains Indians more
than any other Shoshone group, with the exceptlon of the
Comanche tribe.
Written sources from the 1840's and later show that the
mounted Wyoming Shoshones' land area at this time was con-
siderable. They hunted on the plains from Montana to south-
ern Wyoming. They-visited up in the mountain areas from the
Bitterroot mountains in the northwest to the Uintah mountains
in the south; and on western excursions they reached the Camas
Prairie in Idahd and the Great Salt Lake in Utah. They had a
lively contact with the Lemhi Shoshones far to the north and
with the Comanches in the south. It is characteristic that
Washakie grew up among the Lemhis, while his predecessor,

~Chief Yellow tland, was the son of a Comanche chief. Repurts

of agents and fur trappers state that the Plains Shoshones'’

area of action was stretched over a large territory, although v
the area in which they lived had gradually diminished. They

were moved gradually away from the open plains by the Black-

‘foot and Gros Ventres, and also by the Crow: It appears

that they lived mainly on the plains near Green River in the

1830's. But during the 1840's they expanded, with the Crow

making peace with them on order to withstand the pressure

from the Blackfoot and Sioux. Under Washakie's leadership,

the Shoshones extended their hunting trips to thg Wind River
country and the Bighorn Valley. These hunting expeditions
became an absolute necessity since their most important

game animals had been exterminated from the Green River Valley.
The Laramie' Agrecment of 1851; which made the Crows the masters
of the land cast of the Absaroka and the Wind River Mountains,
forced Washakie to scek hunting grounds up in the mountains.
The Shoshone's main basc was still the land around the Green
River, and it was here that their first reservation was es-
tablished in 1863. Writings from the middle 1860's' mention
these Shoshones as the Washakie, or Green River, Snakes. Not
until after 1872 could Washakie and his people definitely be
transferred to ‘the new reservation at Wind River.




In spite of forced moves and changes in hunting areas,
tlg,mountod Wyoming Shoshones kept the ryhthm of their
annual travels, which charactorlzod their existence since the
old times. Before the Wind River reservation was established
the winters were spent at Fort Brldger, near Bear Lake, or '
up in the mountains near Idaho. The winter diet consisted of
dried; meat from buffalo, deer or elk.- The spring was spent
huntlkg or fishing near the winter quarters while the horses
fattened up. Even limited buffalo hunting was carried on if
possible. Although the buffalo were thin at that time of the
year their skin was valuable as clothing, tipi covers, and so
forth. f{then summer approached, the Shoshones gathered for a .
Sun Dance ncar Fort Bridger{ After that they scattered in “
family groups and spent*thelr tihe in diverse occupations.
They sold furs at Fort Bridger jand bought salt and corn at
Salt Lake City; in the mountains.they dug roots, picked
berries and hunted small game. When’ the heat of the summer
decreased the tribe gathered again for the big buffalo hunt.
They moved to arcas that were plentiful with buffaleo, especial- -
ly to those arcas that where scouts had located byffalo, no
matter where they might be. At the middle of the last century
the largest herds were found in the Bighorn Basin area of ~ .
Wyoming, east of the Bighorn Mountains and in the area north- 2‘
cast of the Laramie Range. Washakie visited all of these
arcas. When the buffalo began decreasing on the old Shoshone
hunting grounds near the mountains, Washakie's expeditions
cxtended further away to huffalo ranges on the plains cas{gof e
the Bighorn mountains. However, the rjisk of hostile encoint-
ers with the Sioux, Cheyenne and Arapaho increcased. When the
I'all hunting was over the Shoshones went into their winter ,
camps. , i
These Shoshones were not typical exponents of the Plains
Indian culture if we comparc them with the other Plains tribes.
~ Their diverse way of subsistence unitgd them more with their
relatives Jbehind the mountains than with their nearest neigh- ’\

’

bors on the plain.. Thus the Plains Shoshones were not depend-
ent on the buffalo for food in the same manner as the Sioux
and other tribes. They could replace the usual supply of
buffalo meat with elk and plant food.
, As far as socio-political organization is concerned, the
- Wyoming Plains Shoshones are more like the Plains tribes than
their western relatives. The reasons for forxming strong groups —
werc present among the buffalo hunters of Wyoming. During the .
,time these Shoshoneés were bugfalobhuntlng on the plains they
were organized as one big group. They had one central chief,
an advisovry council, ra warrior society with police functions
(the ohamupe or “yellow forelocks"), and so on. 'This tribal
organization was also the functioning unit during the Sun
Dance which appecared yearly in the summer as a rcligious cere-
mony. In this ccremony the Shoshones reccived assurance of
protection through prayer, fasting and dance. This Sun
Dance was adopted from the Plains tribes.

-

»
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In name and reality, at lcast from the 1840's, Vashakie
was the chief of the Shoshone tribe on the Wyoming plains.
At his side were a number of experienced warriors with their
own bands. Thesc bands, the size of which could change
during a few yecars, often operated completely independent of
the rest of the tribe. One of these bands was under the
leadership of Tavonasia, a strong competitor of Washakie.
Before the Wind River reservatioen was established, Tavonasia
and his people visited in Utah and in the Bear River Valley,
and occasiorally in the buffalo hunting grounds at Sweetwater
and North Platte. After the move to the Wind River reservation,
Tavonasia and his band moved in the summers to Yellowstone Park
where they hunted and fished. . ) ¥
Another band leader was the half-breed NarKok, the son of
a French trapper and a Shoshone woman. In the battle of Bear
River Narkok was on the rebellious Indian side., He was very
independent in his relationship with Washakie, and was able
to draw people to his side.
Several reports from the 1850's and 1860's indicate
that Washakie at times had trouble with his band chiefs, and
. often had to depend on the white man's# support to control
them. In spite of this he had great authority among the

Shoshenes: and was on occasion a phief for a reinforced . -
tribe .. Jukandika from Utah, Fort Hall Shoshone, and Tagls "

N « &
Bannock. Thus the road was made smoother for Washakie's

position of strength on the Wind River reservation.
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WYOMING'S PLAINS SHOSHONES

STUDENT STUDY QUESTIONS R

What is another name given to the Kucundika in Wyoming?

¥
What were the Kucundika called by white people, and, why?

“Vihy would “Wyéming Plains Shoshones" be a better name for

the Kucundika?
»

Give the approximate north and south boundaries of the
territory visited by the Wyoming Plains Shoshones.

N

What tribe did Washakie grow -up among?
Wlhen did the Crow make peacc with the Wyoming Plains Shoshones?

What forced Washakie to scek hunting grounds up in the mountains?

Where was the Shoshones' main Ease?

Where and when was the Shoshones' first reservation established?

When were Washakie and his Shoshones transferred ta the
Wind River, or Shoshone, reservation? -
o

The Shoshones had a large gathering each year----where, &hen,
and why did they get together?

In the early times were Shoshones dependent solely upon the
buffalo for subsistence?
t
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Who was a competitor of Chief Washakie's for leadership?

What was the name of another half-breed competitor of ' ?
Chief Yashakie's?

tThen the Shoshones were buffalo hunting on e Plains,
what sort of organization did they maintain?

4

At what other times did the Shoshones follow the organiz-
ation that was maintained during the buffalo hunts?




