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by Bob Spoonhunter. The first seqt1on discusses the Arapaho or1glns
by recounting many different ,legends fthat explain how they arrived ‘on
the Great Plains. The story is. accompan;ed by a word list, maps, and
a learning activity, The next section covers the Arapaho economy
which was mainly-built around the ‘buffalo. A list of buffalo uses
among the Arapaho, art activities, and .a l2-item test are prov1ded
for this section. Arapaho. social organ12@t1on is described in terms
of the band which was essentially camp groups of relatives having a
name and functioning as a political, socia and economic unit;
societies, which were subdivisions of a baﬁq that carried out
important military, economic, and ceremonial \activities; and
government or policy making activities. The sectxon contains a list
of words to define, discussion questions, and suggested supplemental
reading materials. The last section deals with the Arapaho area of.
occupation on the Great Plains and contains a Jhap of the historic
Arapaho territory in 1851 and an 8- item quiz dn the section. (AH)
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- ARAPAHO ORIGINS

Very little is known of the history of the Arapaho before
the beginning of the 19th’century. According to a few tradi-
tions, the Arapaho are believed to have opce lived in Minne-
sota. Their life there was semi-sedentary, they raised coxn
and hunted wild game native to the area.

At. tha¢ time the Arapaho were.in the company of the Che
enne, who lM™ed along- the Cheyenne Fork of the Red River. j%~
the early historical references to the Cheyenne, however, n
mention is made of the Arapaho being east. of the Missouri River.
In historical times the Arapaho and. Cheyenne were close allies.
This alliance implies that there could have been earlier con-
nections between the two tribes before they migrated .to the
Plains.

In piecing together the pre- hlstory of the Arapaho, no
archaeological evidence has yet been found to verify their
inhabitation of Minnesota. The only real evidence of the Ara-
paho belng from the east is’the fact that they speak an Algon-
quian dialect. The Algonguian language family spread from the
northeast region of North America--with the Arapaho language
being a western dialect.

Tribal legends of the Arapaho glve some, vague clues as to
where the peoble might have come from. One 1egend describes a-
migration and subsequent split of the tribe intg\two groups.
This legend may be only conjecture, or it may be\ a fragment of
tribal memories, but it relates a theory of tribal origin:

"The people were travelling southeast-ward, coming from the
far northwest. As they journeyed in search of a warm land where
they could make their homes they had to cross frozen rivers and
travel through high and dangerous mountains.

Since there was no other means of travel, everyone had
to walk. They carried with them whatever possessions they owned.
Because they had to walk carrying heavy bundles, the journey was
very slow. ' )

As they travelled, they encountered cold winds and raging
snow storms. On the days when the sun did shine, the sunlight
glared off of the snow and ice and made the day very bright.

On a day such as this, 'the people were crossing a river of ice
when a young girl saw something sticking out of the ice. The,
object was smooth-looking, and the girl thought that she would
like to -have' it for a toy. She‘:asked her grandmother to get

it for her, so the old lady began to.chop the iee from around
the object. As. she was chopping the ice she accidentally struck
the object, cutting into it deceply. She‘bent ta lpok at the
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strangce shape and saw thaéait vwas beginning to bleed. Suddenly
the ice moved under her feet as the animal frozen in the ice
began to come alive. As the creature thrashed about, the ice
began to break.

When the people realized what was happenlng they became
frightened and ran. Some ran forward across tht river and some,
turned and ran back towards the shoreline. In their fright both
groups kept on running until they had lost sight vf each other.

After they had calmed down, they realized that their group -

was now divided. One group was lost somewherec on the opposite
side of the river, and it would be impossible to go back now
that the ice had been broken. So, with sorrow at losing some

of their pcople, the group'continued on with their journey south.

Another tribal legend tells of the people travelling cast
across country that we now know as Canada. This journecy took
vears to complete since the people travelled on foot. They
probably travelled during good weather, gathering edible plant
life along the way, and perhaps hunting small animals.

Eventually their wanderings took them nearly all the way
across the North American continent, then they turned and began
travelling in a more southerly direction. They finally recached
the Great Lakes areca, where they s¥ayed for some time, before
they bedan their migration west—Zéfé to the Plains. As'they
migrated west, they began to maké use of the horse; and by the
time they entered the Plains thgy had developed an equestrlan,
buffalo-hunting culture.

Are there some words in this story that you do not under-
stand? For example....

.

semi-sedentary

. pre-history

dialect

conjecture

theory .

equestrian

archaeological

[]

Use a dictionary to find the mecanings of the above words,
then write the definition on the line next to each word.

-




Thore 1s a "land-bridge" connecting Siberia and.Alaska -,
that Ties beneath the Bering Strait. In pre-historic times
this land-bridge may have been above water, .allowing pcople
to cross back and forth. -

. . In the Arapaho legends you have just read, the pcople came-
from -the "far north-west." Assume that this means Siberia or
Asia, then trace their possible migration route on the map below.

For clues on their direction of travel, rcad the legends ’
again carcfully,

After you have traced the ﬁigration route, locate the
following arecas on the map? 1. Bering-Strait
e : 2. Great Lakes
: 3. Great Plains
- 4. Minnesota
Write the number of each area where you think it belongs
on the map. . ’ .

[
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According to legends and theories, the Arapaho lived

for a time in Minnesota. If wg accept this,. then we can

ssuppose that they eventually migrated west to their his-
toric territory.’£\the Plains.

" In their westward migration, they may have begun their
journey from some point along the- Red River of Minnesota, -
possibly where the Shevenne River ]olns the Red River near

"Fargo, North Dakota.
Their possible route could have taken them from the Red
Rlver northwest along the Sheyenne River of North Dakota.
When'they reached the headwalters of the Sheyenne River they
S¥ould have continued on cross-country until they reached the . .
Missouri River. Upon:reaching the Missouri, they could have .o
trawel]ed on northwest into Montana until they reached the s
Yellowstone River. When they recached the Yellowstone River
the-tribe could have turned south until they came to the
.'Powder River. If they followed the Powder River they: would
have eventually reached the central Plains of Wyoming. .
] If phe tribe continued along the Yellowstone River moving .
n southwe®t, they would hayve finally come to the Bighorn RiVer.
I'ollowlng the Bighorn River'south would have taken the tribe
onto the’ western Plains of Wyoming. Either route, the Powr
der River or the Bighorn River, would have placed the tribe in
prime buffalo-hunting country.

-




As the Arapaho tribe migrated west to the Plains they
probably travelled on foot. Their possessions could'hdve .
been transpdrted by large\degs pulllng travois or carrying,
packs on their hacks.

The migration may have taken sevcral generations to
complete; and along the way the tribal -culture may have
evolved from foot-travellers to mounted caravans. It may
‘have been during this migration that the tribe began to
acquire horses., which would have glveh them a greater mBh{i;*
ity.

Once the tribe was finally located on the Plalns, their
culture flourished yntil it becamg a typical Plains Indian
culture. .They were fully-mounted warriors and hunters; and
their. economy,was derived mainly from the buffalo. Their |
social organlghtlon became more pronounced and defined; and
their arca of occupation was extended further south into

.

Colorado. ) . Lot

-

JUST-FOR FUN..c...lum 7

»
N

Pretend- that you are a "Travel ‘Agent"” in' the days when
the Arapaho tribe was migrating west. Make travel arrange-
ments yfor a group of Arapaho Indians. ‘Write up a travel
itine%ary from the "Point Of Origin" to the "Final Destln—
ation." -
Write a short, or 1ong, narrative about this migration.
Include things such as: Group'Rates (?)

,Travel routes ' -
* Connecting pQints
Baggage limits
Peparture and Arrival times
. Mode of tramspartation
\Estimated travel time
Lay-overs
. Pointg of interest along the route -
. : Carry-on luggage i
Boarding passes -\
Security check-in

And so forth...L..

"Thank you for travelling Arapaho Transport...and
have. a pleasant qtay, wherever your flnal destln—
ation may be."




ARAPANO ECONOMY-
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Once the Aravaho became inhabitants of the Plains,; the
buffalo becamec the basis of their ccdnomy. Other animals
were hunted and some plant food was gathered as well, but the
‘chicf supply of food, clothing and shelter came from the buf-

falo. There were certain arcas where deer, elk and other ani-
nals could be found:™and certain areas where the tribe gathered
berries, wild fruits uts and root tubers. These areas, though,
were within or nevt to the regular buffalo hunting grounds.

Like the buffalo herds, the tribe wandered in a regular
nattern--usually following the herds. The peoole nceded to be ~
familiar with the terrain in order to protect themselves from
enemies, so their travel vpatterns became somewhat routine. In
later yecars when they came into contact with traders and armv
nosts, thelr travel natterns changed to allow for trading-
visits to those places.

) Because of the tribe's need to, know their territory “ell
they camé to roam over a .well-def ined arca. In historic times
their territory ranged from the Bighorn Mountains in the north _
to the Arkansas River in the south; and from the Wind River )
Rockies 1in the west to the Badlands of South Dakota. Eventually,
they came to inhabit an arca more wermanently--that arca being
southeastern lyoming, northeastern Colorado, and the westernmost
parts of Nebraska and Kansas.. This territory was rich with buf-
falo and other food-sources essential to their subsistence eco-
nomy. ) . ) )
In hunting the buffalo, the Arapaho em ved three distinct
methods; driving the animals over a clif€, impoundina, and
surrounding them in the open. Weapons used ih the hunt were
clubs, sw»ecars, bows and arrows, and finally rifles.

The pound or enclosure into whi¥h the buffalo were driven
by large bodies of hunters was used mostly in the winter when
onen prairie PunLJng was not vractical. Tn the days hefore the
horse, poukds were probably used throughout thée year. Once
the tribe obtained,horsos the large summer herds could be sur-
rounded casier than be ‘ore. The sides of th pound were usually -
constructed of woed and brush with a gap on One side and a chute
with diverging wings running fdr out onto the prairie. Behind
the diverging wings, hidden from the sight of the buffalo, the
neople waited. The strategy of the hunt was to entice the buf-
falo between thesc converging lines so they could be driven into
a pen where the wings met. Orice they were driven into the pen,

they were killed: by an organized attack on them by all availablé
persons. Once horeses were obtained, the herds were brought to
the pounds from several miles distant. By riding alongside a
herd at a few hundred yards distance it was possible for 3 small
party of hpnters Yo guide the herd in the reguired direction. |
After the, animals were slaughtered the entire camn moved to the
scene where they flayed and cut up the carcasses. Men, women, -
children and dogs were given lvads to carry awav. Before leaving

¥
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the scene, nooses were set at small opepings in the fencing 1in
order to trap wnlves, badgers and foxes who were soon attracted
to the area. '

The use of a clift or cut-bank over which the buffalo fell

into a puund below was another method of hunting. Jn driving \
the buffalo over this cliff, the Arapaho uSed the =ane procedure
as when they drovesthe animals into the.pound. This method of \

huntingy buffals is sometimes referred to as a “buffalo-jumn”,
because the buf{falo were foreed to lzan over the ~litt and fall
to their death below.  If any survived the lean they woere killed
by huntsrs waiting near the bottonm. -
The surround method of hunting wad%s'a method used atter the
« tribe obtained horses. The sarround -on the epen orairie was
! most effestive in the summer when the buffalo formed Jarge herds
. and moved castward to the-flatter, open country. Rich rewards
reaukted from successful hunting, but that success denended on .
the effective.danneration of large numhprs ¢f hunters. . Itrwas
for th: summer hunt that the various bands joined uo.into a Jfew
major grouns and at an appointed time thp entire tribe converged
for the hunt. . :
Althopugh the bBuffalo provided by fir the greatest part of
the food supnly, rhdhArapaho A1 not neglect other game: They
aleo captured elk by the enclosure or pit-below method. Antelone
were also “anrurwd by a method similar to the one used for buf-
falo; bat for the antilope a pit instead ot a pound was construc
ted.  The pit was usualdy placed at tlre end »f & high, angled
fence made of brush. This pit was concealed from the\antelMp&
by a low fence over which they were fnr“ 2d toslean. The hunters
were armed with clubs and other weapcas*and lay concealed in
shallow trenches alongside the fenceS. Their job was to strike
“down the antelope as they fell into thervit. Decer*were shotswith
arrows, which was nut dlrflcult to do in edrllcr times when they
Were more ‘numerous. . . O e
one important Aiffterence e%lsreﬂ herwern the huntlnq of ¢
buffalo and the-hunting &t othetr animals. 1t wés the wgnd@rlnqs-
of the buffaln hovdb that determined the seasvnal movements of
the tribe, Tt was largely during the winter when the buffalo
were scarce that ‘the Arapaho seriously turned to the hunting. of "\
other game. VYot even at this time of the year their novenents.
choice of camping sites and hunting trips wese undertakep with,
an eye towards the buffalo. But unlike the buttfalo, for whom:
they went out and searched, they exnected that the other game
would come to them/throdgh. use ot traps, pens, and so forth.
Th> gathering of wild plant food was undertaken at ghe N .
same time as the hunts. THese foeds were found ‘all” over the
plains, and.gathered by the tribe as they -tollowed the buffalo.

t




The Arapaho were very ingenious 4n their usec' of the buffalo.
Besides serving as their chief subsistence resource, the buffalo
provided them with materials from which they made many articles
: used by them iy their daily, lives. Almost everyv part of tha
animal was used. The hide was dressed with the hair left on to
nrovide hcavy winter robes; thinned and with the hair recmoved,
it was the material for shirts,- leggings, moccasing, tent covers,
bags and rccentacles of all kinds. Cut into strins, it furnished
ropes and lines. Buffalo hair was used to stuff »nillows and la-
ter, .saddles, and to decorate garments, shields, and nuivers.
.. . The back sinews of the buffalo were used for thread and string
) and when attached with glue made from hooves, it' served as a bac-
king for wooden bows %0 give them greater strength ani clasticity.
The horns of the buffa vere softened by boiling and were shaped
into s»oons and ladles wkile the bones weréd fashlonod into tools
for dressing hidds. . ) )
vollowing tlic buffalo,\but clecarlyv of sccondary importance,
were other large game animal notably elk, antelope and decer.
In addition, all kinds of smalNler and less plentiful animals were
hunted or trawned in order to vary the fare or clse to stave off
starvation. In this suwnplementa category, the following animals
included: black bear, wolves, foxdg, covotes, voung wildcats,
panthers, mountain shicew, badgers, skunks and beaver.

In addition to animal food which formed the bulk of their
dict, the Arapaho also collected-a large variety of wild roots,
berries, fruits, nuts and starch-root-tubers, which were cither

eaten alone or when mixed with meat formed an imwortant nArt of
their suoplemontary dict. Included.among the commonast:s plant
N\ foods gatherel by Arapaho women werc service berries, buffalo-
‘ berries, chokecherriecs, prairie.turnios. plums, currants, goosc
berries, red cherries, sand cherries, acoerns and pods from thé
knife-scabbard trec. ) I ‘ .
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. .. to locate\hlong streams about five to thlrty miles from one another, "
r

)

The horse, the bhow and arrow, the- lanoe, and "later the gun,

. along with contrivances such a$§ the Dound and enclosure, were the
nrincipal means employed by the Aramaho in pursuing the buffalo and
'in obtaining a livelihood. P

hen buffalo were found in-great, numbers on the Dlalns east of
the Rocky Mountains migrating with the seasoms, smdll parties or
s1ngle individuals were never permltted to chase the buffalo alone.
Durlng the months of late spring, sumfer, and early fall, all: hunt-

.1ng was of a communal nature. During theSe months, the buffalo con- .
gregated in enormous herds, migrating along established routes to

, the richest pastures where they fattened themselves on fresh grass,
coming into prime condition from June to August. But in the late
autumn and winter when food was scarce and ‘less nutrltlous, thev °
scattered more widelv, forming smaller herds, and were comnelled
to shift more frequently fro to place. The cons1deratlons
affected not only hunting methods, but algo the d1str1butlon of the,
_Indian;populatiop hunting them. While there was every advantage ’
1n the formation of large-groups in late sprlng, summer and early
fall for organized attacks on the herds S in winter there was need
for the separation of- the Indians into smaller grOUPSw$cattered

. yidely over the country. “ .

As among othek Plains people, the smaller Arapaho unlts came‘
together and formed. tribal urigts only for that part of the year
when abundant food and the opportunities for larqe scale communal
huntlng favored concentration. For the rest of the vyear. they -
wera diyided 1nto a number of smaller groups. These, smaller groups
or bands werq 'social and economic upits--camp groups adapted to the
requlrements of the winter. -

Among. the Arapaho, it was customarv for the bands in winter-

"and so fo an enclosed "game preserve" between them.

. For thé\Wlnter season each band or camp group retired to a,
tradltlonal trkact of territory in whlch it had one Or more ‘favored
sites. Sheltered valleys and hollows at the foothllls of the moun-
_tains and along streams, affording wood, water and game, were sought
“out as 'protectiéndagainst the cold wfnters and severe snows and ¢

\.wlnds - Group hunting played an 1mportant vart of the winter food

v quest although the gkoups formad were smaller than in summer and
%gi buffalo were driven into pdunds or enclosures large enough to’
hold a hundred head or Wore. Scouts, from,the camps reconnoitred
the\establlshed trails in, the nelqhborhood on the lookout for buf-
falo. (When a herd was reoorted in the vicinity of the camp, ‘indi-
vidual hunting was forbldden, lest the animals be prematurély
driven off by the attacks of small parties, preventing thereby a
large meat supply from being obtained for the whole qrouo)

s
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.RAWHIDE .. o

containers
shields
buckets
moccasin soles
drums o,
mortars
cinches
ropes
sheaths
* saddles

-

' ‘Buffalo Uses Arnong the Araoaho

saddle blankets

Stirrups .
buld ‘boats

. masks

. shrouds

v
» <

"parfleche" -
ornaments
lariats.
straps
caps
quirts
snowshees..

1 +0

~

HAIR

headdresses

pad fillers
pillows

ropes

ornaperits

hair pieces
halters
bracelets -
medicine balls
moccasin lining

doll stuffing °

a v
-,

MUSCLES
’%v

g&ae preparatlon.

beows .

thread . ',]
arrow ties
cinches

. N

\ Cups .-

. 'signaly |
toys’ '
medicatiBQ!

‘FPAT

ltallow‘

., hair grease |
" cosmetic alds

BUCKSKIN s

cradles
moccasin tops
winter robes
bedding
shirts .

- belts

leggings
dresses
bags
quivers.
tipi covers

tipi liners®

bridles
Backrests

‘tapestries o
sweatlodge covers .

dolls
mittens

SKULL

Sun Dance

medicine prayers

other rituals

HORNS
Q

arrow points

ire carrier

headd eéses.

soaps

sd

A

o) -

v

[N

g

1_’ o 'z‘u‘\

%
T

¢

i

v

- .
BONES

fleshlng tools
~pipes S,
knives .
arrogheads ¢
shovegls

splints

sleds . . R
saddle trees .
war clubs -y
scrapers”’
quirts’

awls

-paintbrushes’

game dice = . ¢

tableware ) N
toys e

Cjewelry .

gpooé)J L
soups )

puddings
paints .

MEAT s L
immediate use'
sausages
cached meat .
jerLy (dehydrated)
pemmican (procesgéd)

hlde preoaratlon =
food - Ce

BRAIN ' ";

TAIL

’
LN

fly. brush .
decoratlons

‘whlps

medlclne swmtch L

-t

L2

.
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" Buffalo uses among the Arapaho (con't) L . .

-

Ty 2 - ., on «

PAU\ICH LINER ' . TONGUE . “ ' STOMACH. LINER
. - L
: wrapoings (meat) ' ) chdice'meat. water-eontainers I T
, buckets ' " comb (rough’ side) cooking vessels
.~ .collapsible. cups * : A v : :
. .. SCROTUM - . : TENDONS o
STOMACH CONTENTS ’ - ‘ . R - .o *
. - rattles . . sinews - sewing '
. medicines _ containers : _ . bowstrings

\ 3 4 . - Let
paints : IR S .
S \ " CHIPS HOOFS, FEET, & S~

e BLALSDER AN oo *. . ‘DEWCLAWS T
_— ] * - T *

, . fuel - '~ 2 ‘ o . .
.pouches _ K _ diaper powder-‘. , 9lue .
medlclne bags L < . rattles, ) ) -~

| i S . spoons - N
'HIND LEG. si(IN ~tr T . L v :
T~~~ ‘ TEETH e ' BEARD - '~
oreshaped mocea’sins .o ” . e
A ornamentatlon :  ornamentations
GALL" C LIVER . S LTy ’
. yellow paints = - - tanning agents . S '

5 & R . . : N ) A . ’

. ] - » . o v o
. X Kk k- k Kk Xk % - .

. ART.ACTIVITY -

A PORTFOLIO, is a flat case for storlng or carrying representatlve :.

. " .examples of an artist's work . ) ‘ '
Make a portfollo for yourself out of construction papen, card- .
board, or better yet use real rawhlde, Your portfolio ‘can be . SO
.any size and shape ‘as long as it is suitable- for storing and .. it

. carrylng your artwork... Loock at pictures of old-time parfleche )

’ contalners for 1deas on aecoratlng your portfollo.’ .
After you have made the portfollo you will need SOmethlng to put L
in it. Read through the list of "Buffalo Uses Among the Arapahp, ;j‘fwf
and select as many items as you wish. Illustrate each individnal® I
.item on a sheet of  good art paper, then wrlte.a brlef desarlptlon ~
of the item you have 1llustrated s : LT S

b

-~ N P Y

X .‘\\‘

*

-

After all th1s, you W1ll be able to glve a classropm presentatlon ’h:' S
on how the Arapaho used the buffalo, uslng your«artwqfk for vismal . .- -
alds. .y A “ “r
' A v ) ’ \'. ’ !.. , v R - “ ) . ." ~v‘¢;\v ,."). ::

‘ . “ K S

i s ' - o> . - , “

\) - . . _ \ N
4 ]:4. . ‘ .,,- P . _.
A~ . . D , T
) B " . CEE .
. - . N " . . . ] feoy .

~ 2 ]1‘ . ‘;ﬂ‘_‘ C%\;\.‘h.




.

]

/]
/

sy

} .o ARAPAHO ECQNOMY SR
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1. List and describe three methods Arapaho hunters used

in
- huntlng buffalo.
AI .
v - * * .
0y ‘ *
L 2
‘ . T 4
’ J . ‘P : T
. -‘- . " - " N , N
. M v .
. L] ]

»

2.

How would the use of rifles compare to the use.of bows and
arrows in buffalo hunting? Lt . t/
& . ) o
3. How did Arapaho hiunters catch antelope? ‘
o ' Iy ‘
.7 . o 7. S ST -
4. List ten smaller ahimals the Arapaho hunted,,ln addltlon to
’ buffalo, elk deer ‘and antelope.
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7. Where did the Arapahos most often trap wolves, badgers and
foxes, -and how did they trap thoge a31mals°

= I'e

—

‘

8. What were the natural boundaries of the Arapaho hunting
territory before the tribe moved .south to southeastern
Wyoming and northeastern Colorado’ . . T

D S
’
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9. Where were the areas located where the Arapaho gathered
" ' berries, wild fruits and other-plant food? _
L . P )

- . 4 -
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10. What is "sinew" and what was it used for in old times?
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11. ' How did the .Arapaho form a "game preserve". in the winter?
P . - . : ) 1

- 2 . - I3

¢
M .

12.  Name five cohmon plant foods gathered by Arapaho wortiern.
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o " BRAPAHO SOCIAL' ORGANIZATION o T

* . \ - -
The distribution of the Argpaho population was considet- A
ably affected by ecological circumstances. While there was T
“every advantage in the formation of large groups in summer
for organized attacks on the great herds of buffalo that con-
gregated on the open .plains at that season, in winter there
was a need for the people to scatter into smaller groups,

The* effective §ocia)}/and ecdnomic unit found among the
Arapaho was the " (" ¢amp, or co-resident group. This
group was one, whi¢h maintained daily face- to-face contact.

Genedlogy was\ybilateral or 'siightly patrilineal, but .

with matrilocal residence often identifying chlldren with the
" mother's band-. Changes in band afflllatlon were possible, and
a family might return to the father's band or join another one.
The-remnants of a camp group that had suffered misfortune, or
a man who had quarreled vicdlently with his relatives might’ )
jOln -another band. Since habitual residence and® part1c1patlon
in band affairs was the only requirement for membershlp, such
newcomers soon became members and were ellglble to rise to
" positions of leadership in the band.

Thus,. the bands. of the Arapaho were essentlally camp
groups of relatives, either im the male or' femal line, but
~often 1nc1ud1ng connections by marriage. Each band had a
specific name, and each func¢tioned as a p011t1ca1 social
.and economic unit for much of the year ugder its own leaders.

" An ethnologlst James Mooney, lists the names of the bands as: 4
: .« 1. Bad Faces . C " =
2. Pleasant Men . - | L
. 3." Black Feet ) ) v
4. Wolves ' S - . o
5. Lodking Around Men’ : '

s

Other anthrOpologlsts, ethnologlsts, historians and the
trlbe itself have varying interpretatlons of the band names. ' -

) The Arapaho were further lelded into a series of "soc1et1e§"
which had military, social and ceremonial fungtions. These .
societies operated when all the bands united for communal *
activities in the summer, and probably within the bands during’
the year, as well.

The sodieties were divided by dge groups among the men,
and were ¢oncerned with the important activities of protectlon,
war, buffalo hunts and. tribal ceremonies. Membership in the
. societiés c¢ross- cut band membershlp There was one society-
exclusively for women called the "Buffalo Soc1ety,“ that
functioned apart from thé men's societies. T ' \

.
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. Curtis, an anthropologlst llStS the Arapaho men s'soc— e
letles as follows: : , c
Fox Men ‘ o N
. Star Men .‘ ’ . et
.~ Club Men ) . L . ’
Lance Men
Crazy Men . .
Dog Men . ) Y. e
. .Stoic¢ Lodge . - .
Water-Pouring Men ’ . ':

-

\

TOO NI U W N e

The soc1ety system of the tribe represented reglmentary - )
associations that were_relatively independent of the.bapd '_ o
organization. Band autdnomy, then, was reduced somewhat as - , o .
the societies carried oqt the 1mportant military;- economlc
and ceremonlal actlvitles of ‘the summer. .

H

Among the Arapaho the tribal government was a function of
‘the age-soc1ety organization. Bandxleaders played.only a ‘small
part in the tribal political structure. Individual members of . = °
the tribe were represented in the tribal\political life not by o
the leaders of their band, but by the leaders of the. sdciety = >oa T
to which they belonged All formalized political leadexship '
was ‘covered by various categorles of chieftadgship.. Outstanding .
Fox and Star Meh were "flttle chiefs;™ they had little author-
ity but_were expected to rise to higher ranks.f\ he Club and
Lance Men became "brother, chiefs,"” while others wexe "company ) .
chiefs. At the top of "the chieftainship scale were the four RN
tribal chiefs who were formally inducted.into officg.y:When B . . .
‘two of the four retired ox died the remalnlng chiefs £Rqse . “§§“
theif successors from among the most capable of the Dag =3 W N
' When problems concernlng“communal act1v1t1es‘§rose, s‘ch . o
as the need for devising plans for the protectlon of't?l'xe,.t_\\b : LT
camp, tribal movements, etc., . the four trlbal chiefs met firs{\
ard discussed the matter. If they thought. the matter .should be
discussed more .broadly they calléd a meetgng of all the soci=

+

eties. However, if the matter required more thorough dlscus- [

sion, or if disagreements developed; then the tribal chlefse \\; .
asked that the matter be discussed among the socletles themw oo
.selves first. It was hoped that each soc1ety could reach’%, TN

common decision before the matter was again discussed dpenly.uw T
" If religious matters were 1nvolved then the two oldest societles

decided a matteg. .The €lub Men and Lance Men usually concerned . S
themselves chiefly with matters of warfare. In most Instances, Lo
however, both the older and yoqunger societies awaited the de- .
cisions of the Crazy Men and Dog Men, whose voices carrled ’
the most welght. Lt

- PR P .




Beyond the formulation of general policy, the function
of government included the enforcement of rules pertalnlng
to.a number of tribal activities: huntlng, determination of
theyline of march, the breaking and formation of the camp -
circle, and the maintenance of order withip the camp.

Although the tribal chiefs were ultimately xesponsible
_-for the enforcement of discipline. they themselves did not
directly perform'these duties. They assigned responsibility -
for the execution of those duties to the first four societies
the Fox Men, the Star Men, the-Club.Men and the Lance Men.

The trlbal chiefs alternatéd responsibility from ohe society

" to ranother. 1In this matter, they used their own’ judgement

as to which” society should be in command at one time or

another. While carrying-out ‘their orders, the older members

of a society involved had complete authority for the time

being. . ‘ o
L] - . .
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Use a dictionary to find the meanings of the following words:

. . N
v - . >

Genealogy'

Bilateral

Patrilineal
~ \

-
~

¢ <.
" Matrilineal

Matrilacal
¢ >

[y

-

After you find the meanikgs of those words, discuss with your

teachers how.they are used in relation to the Arapaho tribe.

--Consrder the following questions: :

1. . Is the Arapaho society matrlllneal or patr111neal°

2. What is matrilocal residency?

3. Describe how Arapaho society and. families could beé bllateral
AN -

MaKe a Fam:ly Tree of. your matrilineal ancestry, and another

for your patrlllneal ancestry. For research resources use .+

your parents, grandparents, other relatives and census records.




' . Many | 1nformat1ve and &nterestlnq books and - . L F
papers Have been written about the Arapaho tribe. B T

To learn more’ about the. Arapahos, read:sone of the . L
follow1ng books and make a bookreport. . ~

‘ .

-
2 em

-
»e

Arapaho ?olit}és by,LoreEta-Fowler-“

The Arapaho by Alfréd Kroeber . ' =

. - o 3
N

The Wind River Reservation—Yesterday and Today .

»a

_ The Arapahos—Our People by Vlrglnla Trenholm T

3

Tradltmons ef the Arapaho by A. Kroeber and G. Dorsey o

"

The Sky People by Tom Shayespeare o B = . Vf '.1:

T
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There are’ many Rore artlcles, books and pamphlets .. o
“4vailable on thz Arapaho. If the bopks* listed above “." . .
do not appeal to you, ask for other tltles from: ‘<. = Vi
" . The School ‘Library T S SR .:Q ,x\‘ﬂ

The Title IV Curriculum Department - -~ - SR ;w—wwiffl

. The Arapaho panguage and’ Cultuge Comm1551on o
collectlon._ . . ) O

« >




AREA OF OCCUPATION

The absence of any reference to-the Afapaho in early
"AMstorical literature may be ‘due to the fact that they mi- ”
_grated west long before the Cheyenne; or €lse that in their O
westward movement they took a more'. northerly@route and so '~ ‘
escaped detection. The second of -these two assumpt;bns . .
seems the- most llkely, especially in wview of the connectlon
between the Gros Vehtre of ‘the Prairie and the Arapaho: ‘It
is, believed that at one time the Gros Ventre tribe was a -
part of the Arapaho tribe. During the nineteenth- century . )
the Gros Ventre lived in »the area of the Red River and the- R
Saskatchewan River in Canada, For ‘some .reason, the Gros L .
Ventre became detached from the Arapaho whlle the, entlre oo
grcup, was moving west. iy

‘ If the assumptlon is correct that, the Gros Venitre 'were
historically a part of the Arapaho tribe and moved west with
them, ‘then the Arapaho must have been west of the Missouri
Rivér before 1800. - ° -~ C

. .By 1796, the Arapaho were located on the 'south branch of .
the Cheyenne *River in eastern Wyoming. From 1799 to 1814 the.
Arapaho ‘were known to have hunted for bear and beaver near the *
squrces of two rivers, the North Fork and the South Fork of
" the Platte River.

'The relative lateness of the Arapaho at the upper Missouri .
trading centers may indicate that small groups of the tribe may
have moved north especially for trading purposes. Whenl they -
completed their trading and huntlng, though they returned
south.

When Bent's Fort was established along "the Arkansas River,
enmities arose between the Arapaho and other .tribes as they ° oL
competed for trade at the Fort. The Indians offered buffalo :
robes and. furs from otter 'and beaver in exchange for. European . .
manufactured items. \Articles such as iron kettles, knives,» ~ =~
arms and ammunltlon,\textlle goods and other things changed
hands ° durlng these tradlng sessions. The Cheyenne and Arapaho
tribes were victorious in the enmity and competition for the
Bent's Fort trade; and other tribes such as the Kiowa,, Coman- . ,
che and Apache were driven south across the Arkansas River.
Occasionally these other tribes returned.to trade at Bent's
Fort when the Cheyehne and Arapaho were not around, but it was
mainly the Cheyenne and Arapaho who traded at the Fort.

Until peace was made between .the Cheyenne and Arapaho
tribes and the tribes south of the Arkansas.in 1840, the Arkan-
sas River and the valleys in the V1c1n1ty of Bent's Fort and
the mountains was a danger zone. ‘This danger zone was con-
stantly being crossed, how@ver, by war partiess frem both sides.

Population egtimates durlng this time must be accepted' : )
with caution because of the lack of firm documentation. Eow- - -
aver; one historian of the time recorded, that most of the L\\ .
Arapaho inhabited the region between the Platte and Arkansas
Rivers. This same hlstorlan, a My. Dodge, wrote that the
Arapaho camp congsisted of 360 lodges: 1,080 meh; or 3,600
persons in all. ) g ‘ o '
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. Durlng the summer the Arapaho hunteg in "neutral ground"-- .
' the area from the forks of the North. and South Platte RlverS('- ~
to the mountains on the west ‘and* the area-.between the North .
"Platte River south to the Arkansas River. Thls‘reglon was

also sometimes inhabited by other tr1bes, but not- on a ba51s

‘as permanent as the Arapaho.. o (\f
‘ Another favorite summer huntlng and camping area of the s
Arapaho was the Boiling ®Bpring valley:at thé foot of Pike's . e

_ Peak, The Boiling. Sprlng was a mineral spring at -the heagd-
waters of the Boiling Spring River. This area was or1g1nally .
known by 1ts French name, "Fontalne que Bouille. . ' —
* A thitd favorite summer area was the South Park at the s
headwaters of the South Platte River.” The Arapaho spent. a
con51derable length ‘of tlme camplng and huntlng here during .
the summer months. .
An area*gometimes v;slted by the Arapaho is called "0ld
Park." This.area lay outside the Arapaho territory and was v
clearly -in énemy terrain. The Grand River has its headwaters
in this area. . ..: ) .
Within the Arapaho terrltory were three major forts, qut .
Laramie, St. Vrain's Fort and Bent's Fort. These forts were ) .
trading centers for the fur trappers, Indians and traders. . )
In, later times 'they hecame sourwes of protectlon and refuge C
for gold—mlners, settlers and other\americans passing through
The bordefs of theé historic: territory of the Arapaho can
. then be described as having, the‘North Platte River as the .-
northern bqrder,.the Arkansas Rl r from its source to a A
point  just. wé;t O Fort nn was, the southern border. The
. eastern border' was a line from the the point where the North .
and South Platter Rivers joined to a point just west of Fort .
Mann on, the Arkansas River. Thé western border followed - —_—
.roughly the mQuntains from a point’ north ‘of Laramie Butte to-
the headwaters of the Arkansas River' south of Pike's Peak.
ey Dyring the course of history and the westward expansion
of the United States, the Arapaho tribe wag gradually forced .
out of their country. From their southern homelands they moved N
.further  into Wyomlng Territory, flnally settling on the Sho— Lo
shone Reservatlon in 1878. .
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HISTORIC ARARAHO TERRITORY
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Find a map of Wyomlng and lodate the ‘south branch of .
the Chéyenne Rlver, where the Arapaho"r&p 11v1ng in ., .
1796. ‘What two countleg of Wybmlng does Jthis” ;1ver '
flow through° Y e : e
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7.
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.Look at maps of Wyomting and Colorado and count the
~number af counties, or parts of counties, that the i
Hlstorlg\Asapaho Terrltory covers. .- - . . mere
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.map of Wyoming to be s xfi\

y ¥ - . . . 54
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List some major towns or cities 'that are now located .
in the Historic Arapaho Territory, and show their o Co
“locatibn on the map Qn\ghe preceedlng page.
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What c1t1es or' tqwns are
neaus'> L v '

W v

he following forts located

TN L -
Fort Lara le

St. Vrain's Fort
Bent's ‘Fort

‘

Cheyenne, Wyoming, 1s°‘located south of

at. creek on . . .
the Historic¢ Arapaho ritory map? ' Chec}

xﬁ modern -

/ ' : . \
Historic Arapaho'Territory co rs‘parts of what four '\ .
states? Indicate the state that is covered by.the ™ - .. o
largest part of the, Arapaho terrLtory by c1rc11ng the : ' ‘
name of the state. , ‘
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Where were the Arapaho known to be huntlng from 1799 18147
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. What year was peace established among the cheyenne, Ara-
paho and other trlbes south of the 'Arkansas Rlver°
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