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SELECTED EFFECTS OF ELAPSED TIME AND GRADE LEVEL
ON THE REVISIONS IN 8TH, 10TH, AND 1 2TH GRADERS'
WRITING Order No. DA8309267
Ase, BARBARA HOETILER, PH.D. The Florida State University, 1983.
194pp. Major Professor: Gordon Brossell

This is an experimental study to find out what kinds of revisions
are made by students at three grade levels and to test a major tenet of
the textbook lore about revision: that students should allow time to
elapse between their drafting and revising. Randomly assigned
groups of 8th, 10th, and 121h graders (178 subjects) wrote a first draft
in response to an essay topic and, then, after varying periods of
elapsed time--one day, three days, and a weekwrote a final version.
All writing sessions were 50-minute class periods. Draft.to.draft
reviSions were coded; first drafts and final versions were holistically
scored. A chi-square distribution-free test was run to determine main
effects of and interactions between grade level and elapsed time.

The 8th graders made significantly more total revisions and
significantly more surf ace.level (mechanics, usage, etc.) and low-level
(word and phrase) revisions. Subjects who rewrote a week later made
significantly more low-level revisions. Less than a third of all revisions
for all groups were surface-level revisions. There were more
substitutions than any other nonsurface revision; over half of the
substitutions were clause and multiclause revisions. Textlevel
revisions(radically altered final versions) accounted for 16 3% of the
sample. Of all final versions, 58.9% received a higher score than that
awarded the first draft.

AN ANALYSIS OF SELECTED NATIONAL WRITING
PROJECTS AND APPLICATIONS FOR WRITING
INSTRUCTION Order No. DA8303663
BASSHAM, JUDI' WHITWORTH, ED.D. The University of Tennessee, 1982.
135pp. Major Professor: Dr. Jerry J. Belton

The purpose of this study was to identify guidelines for writing
instruction as presented in research and professional literature and to
determine the occurrence of these guidelines in a selected sample of
National Writing Projects. In addition, an exploratory survey of Maury
County elementary teachers was made in order to determine their
writing instruction concerns. Based on the results of the survey,
recommendations for writing instruction were proposed by the author.

A content analysis of a selelted sample of NationalWriting
Projects was made in order to determine key features of the projects
which were congruent with identified guidelines for writing
instruction. Projects sampled were randomly selected by regional
distribution from the eighty sites throughout the country. Thirteen
National Writing Projects were analyzed in this study. The first level of
analysis was built upon occurrence of categories and units of analysis
in each of the thirteen projects sampled. A second level included
frequency of occurrence of categories and units of analysis.

A survey of Maury County teachers of grades 1-6 was made in
order to determine their concerns about writing instruction. The
population sample was drawn from all schools in Maury County
having grades 1-6. Regular classroom teachers were surveyed and
responses were analyzed using frequencies for most items. Based on
the results of the survey, teacher concerns were synthesized and
compared for congruence with the results of the content analysis of
selected National Writing Projects. Based on these findings,
recommendations were made for writing instruction.

Procedures used in this study can be employed by researchers to
analyze other writing programs and to determine the writing concerns
of a defined population of teachers Data from this study can be used

SEE. TOM WRITE. OWNERSHIP IN WRIT ING
Order No. DA8227262

Blicf4M! i,e, RICHARD EL Y, PHD Un.i.t,si'ty of 1",.rm1, arLa, 1962
169pp Super David M. Smith

Through collaboration and participant-ohervation. this
descriptive study of a freshman writirig student investigated what he
and othfir wrting students con;i1.fi.....1impr Lint in their "world of
writing." The researcher and Tom, the stod-eit, tou k. a freshliari
English coure at a community obser ving in the cl,v.r.room,
interpreting their observations in wrlisg for e:ich other, and.preparing
for and presenting findings in forums This collaborative
research. which also included ext.-risie inter viewing with Toni,
provided a case study of a de.eio;..r7 r ilsedoew;e in which "writing
ownership" was demystified for the bejinning writing student and
claimed by the maturing writer

The study propnis a model describing one way of capturing
involvement in writing. The student ciaiming ownership of his writing
is seen. (1) expressing himself in writing and encoding his personal
meanings in writing, (2) communicating personal values and finding
increased value for himself in his writing, and (3) choosing to direct
his writing at audiences while using hinr.elf as an important audience
for his writing Such involernents in writing appeari:d marked by
attitudes of, what Tom termed, determination in approaching text and
seeking sasfaction in producing text In our model, based on Tom's
adaptation to writing, these attitudes resulted in processes of revision.

The complex interactions of the collaborators and Tom's
participation in writing-centered activities of the research facilitated
changes in his awareness of aad approach to writing and liar 1.ing to
write. Implications of these findings for teaching and rem..arch are
proposed.

Reflecting the perspective of ethnography, the study incorporated
a model of researcher-informant attempt to reiich undeeilanding. The
study suggests the utility of such collaborationswith rtiiiitints fur both
pedagogy and reear ch, particularly rlirding that row7iilt
of the priA:ki! i,es of writing might he informed hy this
perspective.

A STUDY OF TEACHERS' WRITTEN COMMENTS ON
TRANSACTIONAL WRITING OF TWELFTH GRADERS

Order No. DA8308163
BURNETTE, PAUL EDWARD, ED.D. University of Georgia, 1982. 195pp
Director: Daniel R. Kirby

In this study both quantitative and qualitative research methods
were brought to bear on two problems: First, can teachers' comments
be reliably classified by role and purpose? Second, what relationships
do teacher comments have to quality fluency, and growth in writing?

Procedures. Five student papers from each of nine teachers were
collected in the fall, winter and spring after teachers' normal
evaluation process A questionnaire asked teachers to explain their
broad purposes in writing comments on student papers and criteria
for judging writing quality. Teachers also comple ed a coversheet
describing specific activities preceding and following the writing
assignment for each set of papers collected.

Adapted from the function and sense of audience categories of
Britton, Burgess, Martin, McLeod and Rosen (The Development of
Writing Abilities (11-18). Urbana: NOTE, 1975), the comment
classification scheme successfully categorized all 1792 comments
collected. The scheme's reliability was checked by two independent
raters classifying 386 randomly.selected comments, matching 88.8%
on function and 89.3% on role cfassifiCations.

In extended interviews at the end of the school year, teachers were
asked to discuss their students, their students' writing abilities, and
patterns in their own responses.

Analysis. By function, 65% of teacher comments recorded or
regulated errors, 21% were higher cognitive responses, 8% were
persuasive, 4% expressive, and 2% nonfunctional. By role, 62% were



Impersonal, 27% Examiner, 8% Particular Teacher, and 3% Trusted
Adult. Analysis with 'egression and correlation procedures supports
speculations that teachers assume warmer roles toward students not
growing in writing quality or fluency, and that they respond with
higher cognitive functions to writing of higher quality and fluency.

Analysis of the questionnaires, coversheets, and interviews of
selected teachers revealed that variations in roles and functions of
teachers comments reflected changes in course goals and perc6ved
differences in individual student personalities. Use of a multiple-dratt
writing process produced different response patterns from two
teachers, with the stage at which the comments were written
apparently determining which roles and functions the teacher
assumed. Most importantly, the kinds of general purposes teachers
had for writing comments seemed to explain the kinds of responses
they provided their students.

THE EFFECT OF A TRAINING PROGRAM ON THE
FLUCTUATION OF RATERS' SCORING OF WRITING
COMPOSITIONS Order No. DA830602 2
CASTILHOS, MARIA TERESINHA DE JESUS, PH.D. University of California,
Los Angeles, 1982. 158pp. Chair: Professor Eva L. Baker

This study concerned interjudge reliability in scoring written
compositions in large scale testing. Its purposes were: (1) to
investigate the temporal effects of rater training conducted by
CESGRANRIO, a unified college entrance examination institution in
Rio de Janeiro, on the variation of raters' marks given to Senior high
school compositions; (2) to analyze the influence of raters'
characteristics on scores; and (3) to examine if the benefits (the level
of scoring reliability) attained were justified by the cost of the effort.
Training involved one hundred sixty-seven (167) raters, distributed
into 12 groups led by a supervisor. Each scored 200-word
compositions over eight sessions. Une subset of ten compositions
was independently scored by all raters each session.

Data analyses investigated refiability of scores using
generalizability studies performed from different perspectives: (1) the
training as a whole, (2) by sessions, and (3) by groups (teams of
raters). The trajectory of the training and the influence of the rater
variables were examined through regression analyses, using trend
and multiple regression analyses. The relationship between costs and
benefit (reliability level) was examined based on decision studies and
used the approach of person-hour cost and number of raters required
to obtain a generalizability coefficient of .80 (the UCLA standard).

Effects of training stabilized although considerable fluctuation
between groups and between sessions was detected. The greatest
source of variance was composition, confounded with person, No
influence was found for rater characteristics.

Implications from the findings relate to the selection of
composition topics and prompts, the duration and structure of the

training program, and reallocation of cost. In addition, a framework to
assist administrators in conceptualizing the training program as a
process and to enable them to refine future training programs was
proposed.

THE EFFECTS OF FREEWRIT1NG ON THE FLUENCY OF
STUDENT WRITERS Order No. DA8304805
CHESHIRE, BARBARA WRIGHT, PH.D, Georgia State University - Colleg
of Education, 1982. 133pp.

Purpose, The pu; pose of this research was to determine the
effects of freewriting on the fluency of student writers and to
determine whether regular freewriting diminished writing
apprehension. Freewriting is an intuitive writing exercise that entails
writing without stopping for 10 minutes or so on whatever comes into
the mind with no concern for mechanics. The point is to write without
editing so that the meaning can come through. Fluency was defined
as tha following components of writing: Wording, Voice, Point of view,
Rhythm, and Length.

Methods and Procedures. Two college teachers who taught two
sections of the same composition course required their experimental
classes to freewrite for 10 minutes a minimum of four days a week; the
control classes spent the 10 minutes on vocabulary improvement.
Two essays in different modes were written by each of the 56 subjects
for the pretest and two more on the same topics at the end of the 10
week quarter for the posttest. The essays were scored analytically by
six trained raters on eight variables: Ideas, Organization, Mechanics,
Wording, Voice, Point of view, Rhythm, and Length. A MANCOVA was
performed on three separate forms of the data: scores from the
persortal essay, scores from the objective essay, and combined
scores derived by averaging scores from both essays. A 26-item
apprehension instrument was included in the pretest and the posttest

Results and Conclusions. Results showed that freewriting failed to
produce significant effects on fluency or on any of the eight
designated components of writing under the conditions of this study.
The MANCOVA did, however, show differences in the teacher factor,
with groups of Teacher 2 scoring significantly higher on Ideas,
Organization, and Length than the groups of Teacher 1. An ANCOVA
showed that freewriting had no significant effect on writing
apprehension under the conditions of this study. The ANCOVA also
revealed significant differences in the teacher factor; Teacher 1
decreased writing apprehension significantly in both the control and
the experimental groups, while Teacher 2 increased apprehension in
both groups. The groups with significantly higher writing
apprehension, however, scored significantly higher on three
components of writing ability.

A STAFF DEVELOPMENT MODEL FOR ELEMENTARY
TEACHERS USING WRITING INSTRUCTION AS A VEHICLE
DEPPLER-BMITH, DOREEN, ED.D. Brigham Young University, 1982.
Chairman: Callis R. Harms

The purposes of this project were to develop and implement an
experiential staff development model incorporating content and
effective instruction, SCRIBES II, and to determine its effectiveness
for twenty-five elementary teachers from seven school districts, using
the instruction of written composition as a vehicle for teacher
development and as a basis for evaluation. A third purpose was to
determine, based on the results of SCRIBES II, the feasibility of
implementing a county-wide teacher-consultant resource network
expanded to include presentors with expedise in selected curricular
areas. It was concluded that the SCRIBES II model is effective In
changing attitudes, knowledge and teaching behaviors related to the
curricular area presented. It was determined that expanding the
model to a county-wide teacher consultant resource network for
selected curricular areas was feasible and would meet the staff
development needs of school districts in San Luis Obispo County.

AN EVALUATION OF WRITING HANDBOOKS USED IN
GEORGIA COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES DURING THE
1981-82 ACADEMIC YEAR Order No. DA8304822
DISMER, ROSE STEFANIS, PH.D. Georgia State University.- College of
Education, 1982. 183pp.

Purpose. The purpose of this study was to discover the 4uality
the writing handbooks used during the 1981.82 academic year by the
English departments of Georgia colleges and universities. Defined as
reference texts containing language and composition rules and
practices, the handbooks were examined as a whole and by selected
sections: gramrhar, usage, and the whole compooitionthe sections
most adversely criticized in the literature pertaining to handbooks.

Methods and Procedures. The handbooks analyzed in the study
were chosen by surveying all the colleges and universities in Georgie
and randomly selected institutions of the Southern Association. Each
handbook was examined as a whole to determine its reading level by
using the Fry Readability Scale, its ease of use by investigating its
organization and binding, and its completeness by examining its
content and index lengths, its specialty discussions, and its
ancillaries. The grammar, usage, and composition sections were
studied to determine how complete they are, what their basic
philosophical approach is, and whether they have benefited from
current research and scholarship in language and composition.



Results. The handbooks varied in reading level from grade 7
through college freshman level. The handbooks varied in usefulness
since some had better organization and better sectioning devices for
easy reference. Their length varied from 320 to 617 content pages,
but all were determined to be fairly complete because of the number
of specialty discussions and ancillaries provided by each. Nearly all
the handbooks are very traditional and are not undergirded by current
research in language deveopment and composition. In grammar,
nearly all discuss traditional grammar; in usage, some are still
prescriptive although others are leaning more toward a descriptive
approach to usage. In composition, they reflect few current theories
other than some form of the writing-as-a-process approach.

Conclusions. The handbooks used in Georgia during 1981-82
need improvement. Although they offer a wide variety of reading
levels are fairly easy to use, and fairly complete, they do not help
students with their writing as much as they should because they do
not make use of current research in language and composition that
would make them more useful.

THE WAY WE WORD: AN ETHNOGRAPHIC VIEW OF BASIC
WRITERS WRITING IN FRESHMAN COMPOSITION

Orde r No. DA8300243
EPLING, CHRISTINE FRALEY, PH.D. The Ohio State University, 1982.
322pp. Adviser: Professor Donald R. Bateman

This study focuses on what Shaughnessy calls an "embarrassingly
rudimentary" question: What goes on in a freshman composition
classroom? A survey of the literature reveals a paucity of qualitative
research in this important writing setting.

This research investigates and describes the writing experiences
of basic writers in a traditional freshman composition class at Rio
Grande College and Community College. Employing an ethnographic
approach, the participant observer gathered data from journals, class
notes, questionnaires, self-reports, audio and video tapes, dass
writings, and interviews. Maximum details are reported from the
perspectives of the researcher, the collaborating teacher, and the
students in an attempt to minimize distortion and to create an
accurate and comprehensive rendering of the classroom story.

During data analysis, the researcher understood freshman
composition in terms of arbitrarily applied constructs: class
development& stages. Developmental Stage One, Climate,
established a supportive writing environment through a network of
interrelated components which nurtured writing growth.
Development& Stage Two, Process, introduced writing as a creative
act: the discovery of "something new" through searching, seeing,
and structuring. Students matched their own psychological processes
against those of "real" writers Developmental Stage Three, Products,
focused on rhetoric& patterns, apparently cherished by these
students.

Free to choose their own subjects, students wrote about life
experiences--subjects bound intimately with out-of-class culture. Of
the some one hundred subjects written about, approximately one-
third were "marker events" (Levinson), events which had strongly
influenced students' lives. In this nurturing cbss climate, little
differences existed between subjects written about in journals and
those written about in teacher-assigned essays.

Classroom life, then, appeared to bea dynamic network organized
within developmental stages wherein students wrote fresh,
experience-oriented essays. Attention to process heightened
students' awareness and appreciation of their own creative potential.
Students observed that "something new" in their writing emerged as
a result of attendance to writing skills and relaxation of effort.
Students reported and demonstrated growth in writing confidence
and competence.

AN ETHNOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE IMPLEMENTATION OF
A WRITING PROGRAM IN AN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL
FONNESEECK, BEVERLEY.BIRKETT, Eo.D. University of Southern
California, 1982. Chairman: Professor Audrey J. Schwartz

Despite a twenty-year effort to improve schooling through
curriculum reform, few new programs have been adopted as
intended. Implementation research is designed to discover causes for
this situation, and to develop remedies.

Purpose. The study was designed to gather information about
what happens to subvert innovation at school and classroom level
through study of a curriculum adoption effort, and to generate from
the findings testable hypotheses concerning the nature and content
of viable implementation effort in elementary schools.

Procedure. The methodology was ethnographic participant
observation. An implementation program for the Anchorage Writing
Project, a writing curriculum, was designed, carried out, and
examined by the investigator. Data from questionnaires, interviews,
diaries, and classroom observations were gathered and examined in
six predetermined categories Insights into unanticipated factors were
also sought.

Findings. (1) The form of administrative support for innoi.ation is
as important as the amount of support (2) On-site project leaders
play a sensitive role and require broad support. (3) A framework for
utilizing new materials is as important as availability of materialsfor
teachers. (4) Positive correlation between value systems of teachers
and programs encourages suctessful implementation (5) Teacher
competence in subject matter and instructional strategies is a
significant factor in implementation.

Conclusions. (1) Successful curriculum change is contingent
upon planned im,.'lementation strategies sustained over time.
(2) Implementation strategies must address both management goals
of teachers and congruity between philosophical orientation of
teachers and innovations (3) Teachers as well as students must be
supported by implementation strategies. (4) Excessive demands
upon elementary teachers militate against curriculum change.

Recommendations. (1) The Anchorage Writing Project should
improve implementation planning. (2) Further study should be
conducted at the classroom and school site level on the factors
influencing curriculum adoption. (3) Redefinition of curriculum
boundaries and leacher responsibilities in the elementary school
should be considered as a step toward viable change processes

AN EXAMINATION OF FRESHMAN COMPOSITION
PROGRAMS AT 20 SELECTEE) OHIO COLLEGES AND
UNIVERSITIES

Order No. DA8228551
PREIMt.H, GLornA P., PH.D. Thc. E'S of Tolf,.1o. 1982. 140PP

Thr:. ttu..t; df.,-turr:d tc dt rrlirt. ;f of frt-,'imancon1posit.f4 ccur. ; art. a, ff ;:rf.,;) i t t the); stibject,if relnt emp,, trc. h 7.:T)t-;ci it) tht arid itthe ohjeLti..,., of frtrshman rt- ipc r pr jIrii, are ba,tfd on atheory or theories of disours.'
Data were derived from inter with persc,ns responsible for theadministration of writing program.; anri cornp(..-,tirm instructers in 20selected institutior.s of higher ed(!ration in Ohio Both quantitative

and qualitatii,,: methods of datl col!-:tion and analysis were usedThe conclor,r.nrE' tht: r.f ir.inter viewed wt-rf: pody prepr-rred to te 1-h writing, read little in theirfield, and un..-ite of and inattentivr. tc dir ir they. Atmost of the institutions surveyed
program ohjertives were not based

on current research or discourse thecay. there was little provision forfaculty dr.,,_,Hpvr,t. and corov-,ition rqnrded lesshighly than litf,rary re.,f-arch and te%rhing
TweLe of thf. fcrty. fr. n.trt r:; nt i., specialists incomposition te,-1-f tinj or were graduate stud,.f,ts Prr'Prirly tospecialize in composition teaching Thit; group was well equipped toteach writing courses The data suggsst that institutioris in which theinstructors in this group teach emphasized composition teachingmore strongly than other institutions surveyed Three state

universities visited offered graduate programs intended to preparecomposition specialists Eight institutions visited either had in placeor were planning programs to instruct students above the freshmanlevel in "writing across the curriculum."



PLACEMENT AS ASSESSMENT: A COMPARISON OF
APPOINTED READERS JUDGMENT WITH OTHER ACADEMIC
FACULTY JUDGMENTS OF A WRITING SAMPLE

Order No. DA8301572
Fucci, DONALD CHARLES, Eo D. Rutgers University The State U. of New
Jersey (New Brunswick), 1982. 137pp. Chairperson: Robert Parker

The relationship between articulated qualities of writing and the
actual scoring of writing was tested in this study. Two hypotheses
were proposed. Hypothesis #1 stated there would be a significant
difference between articulation of qualities of student writing at
various score levels and the actual scoring of writing samples.
Hypothesis # 2 stated that as a result of a lack of relationship
between stated characteristics and scoring of student writing
samples, placement recommendations of students in corresponding
writing courses as a result of score designations would not reflect
articulated judgments and therefore be unreliable and invalid.

A group of four faculty were given 12 writing samples they had
scored, as readers, in a general impression scoring situation. They
were asked to state the one characteristic of writing evident at each of
the score levels used. The scoring and judgments asserted by the
original readers provided a basis for comparison in the study. Two
blind groups of faculty were asked to duplicate the Scoring and
evaluation procedures of the original group. Within.group and
between-group descriptive analyses were conducted. The
investigator found that several conclusions could be drawn from the
analysis of the data. Hypothesis # 1 was supported by significant
differences between reader articulation of what constituted qualities
of writing and actual scoring. Hypothesis # 2 was not supported.
Despite significant differences between stated characteristics of
writing and the actual scoring, the placement procedure utilized
overcame much of the differences. It can be concluded that the
placement reliability achieved came as a result of the combination of
rater training and scoring procedures rather than as a result of
agreement between faculty in scoring.

INCIDENCE OF TENSE ACOUISITION IN WRIT TEN
DISCOURSE (8- 18) AND IMPLICATIONS F-OR SEMANTIC
DEVELOPMENT AND TEACHING PRACTICES

Order No. DA8229832
GE SSNER, MICHAEL nEORGE. ED D. Univetsity of Colotado al RoJ;der,
1982. 134;-,p. Direc.tor. Arsc.c.ciate Profte.sor Philip DiStefano

The rra;or purpose of this study was to determine when lenses
appeared in written discourse produced.by students from grades 3. 6,
9 and 12. The study attempted to identify differences between the
frequency of tenses exhibited in writing, grade levels, and gender.

A second purpose was to learn if the tenses followed a similar or
different sequence as found in oral language development.

Data 're re collected frnm 15 male and 15 female writersat each
grade level Each student prcduced two esays, giving a sample of
240 compositions.

Criteria were established to record tense incidence. By these
criteria 3,307 verbs of tense were recorded from a total of 21,250
words in the compositiors. The six tenses were arranged in the three
most conceptually different categories based on the research
P.2rtairirngt,.. ac,quJsibun ri era; larinage These were. (1) the
present past tense category. (2) the future tense category arid (3) the
Perfect catejory.

Testr; sf avalys:s of varruir and sm.ari-ince with r.q.,
mearr.ures and trend arralyses were done to identify differences
between grades and gynder by grade ir-It'; action. Significant levels of
acceptcrir e were set at p < 05.

Sigrafu-aritl,ffer,2nces were found between the use of 1.erbs in the
presen1 paet tern ,-.:!...gury fur nalPs (9 12) and for females (6.9).
The use of this category declined in relation to the use of the other
tense c alegories.

There was no rLfference between the ut.,e of the future tense
category between grade levels and there was no grade by gender
interaction,

F1ignificant differences were found between the use of verbs in the
perfect tense category for males (9-12) and for females (6 9). The use
of this category increased during these periods.

The study did not confirm the sequence of tense acquisition found
in oral language development It did affirm that in writing, as in
speech, the perfect tenses are exhibited after the primary lenses.

CONSTRUCTIVE FEEDBACK FOR EVALUATING STUDENT
WRITING Orde r No. DA8229384
HALLORAN, JOSEPH EDWARO, Ill, PH.D. The University of North Carolina
at Chapel Hill, 1982, 173pp. Supervisor. Dr. R. Sterling Hennis

This study was an attempt to determine if a method of providing
written constructive feedback on student essays would both improve
the evaluations of student writing achievement and reduce the
workload of teachers providing that feedback more than the
conventional technique of a detailed critique of student essays by
teachers. The experimental technique consisted of general teacher
comments aimed at improving the student's next essay and a
checklist of major strengths and weaknesses of the evaluated essay.
The conventional technique consisted cf teacher comment
addressing the major weaknesses of the evaluated essay and
correction symbols annotated in the margin of the student's essay.

The reseacher compared these two techniques using 500
freshman students and thirty-seven teachers at the United States
Military Academy. These students wrote a series of essays during
their second semester of freshman composition instruction and
received both techniques of feedback. A classic experiment design,
incorporating a pretest and post.test, was the basis for determining
the answer to the first part of the study's put pose. Tabulation of
grading times by the thirty-seven teachers was the basis for
answering the second part. A multif actor experiment with repeated
measures on the same elements was the basis for the analysis of
variance, with significance at the .01 level.

The statistical results obtained during this studyindicate that the
experimental technique of written constructive feedback cn student
essays does both improve evaluations of student writing achievement
and reduce teacher workload more than the conventional feedback
technique. This study, therefore, suggests that the use of precise,
encouraging, constructive feedback techniques is feasible in a
composition curriculum and probably should not be ignored in any
examination of composition evaluation alternatives.

THE WRITING PROCESS WORKBOOK: A PURPOSE.
ORIENTED CURRICULAR DESIGN FOR FRESHMAN
COMPOSITION Order No. DA8306141
KNOOT, ELLEN ANDREWS, D.A. Carnegie-Mellon University, 1982.
212pp. Director: Dr. Linda Flower

This study presents a curricular design, The Writing Process
Workbook, which has three goals: (1) to introduce students to what
is known about the writing process by involving them directly in
exercises which illustrate the process and provide writing practice;
(2) to make students more confident in their ability to handle newwriting situations by providing purpose-oriented instruction instead et
the more commonly used modesapproach; (3) to provide for
repetition of learning and growth in writing skills by structuring
assignments cyclically so that each assignment builds on what
students have learned before. The study includes an analysis of both
the aims and the modes approach to writing and discusses the
advantages of the aims approach. Detailed teaching plans for the
courses taught during the study are provided as is an evaluation of
student attitudes toward the course and the results of objective,
holistic grading of their pre- and post.course essay papers. This
evaluation revealed a significant improvement between pre. and post.
course scores for two of the three groups taught, but no significant
difference in the essays of the experimental and control groups. The
attitude surveys, on the other hand, showed significant differences
between the groups. The experimental group felt their instruction was
much more helpful in writing situations outside the English class than
did the control group, and they showed a greater willingness to adjust
writing to suit purpose and audience. In conclusion, the study showed
that while both groups improved their writing skills equally, the
experimental group had a more positive attitude about their
instruction, specifically as it related to adjusting to differences in
writing situations.



AN INVESTIGATION OF. THE REVISING PRACTICES OF
COLLEGE FRESHMAN WRITERS Order No. DA8301527
MAYNOR, LOUISE CUMMINGS, Eo,D. Duke University, 1982. 107pp.
Supervisor: Michael L. Michlin

This study investigated the revising practices of college freshman
writers. Results indicated that there are significant differences
between good and poor writers based on their revision of successive
drafts of an essay. All writers made changes in their drafts, but good
writers made more changes than did poor writers. Good writers made
significantly more word, phrase, and clause level changes and
significantly more addition, deletion, and reduction/coordination
operation changes than did poor writers. When these variables were
Subjected to separate multiple regression analyses, clause level
changes and deletion operation changes emerged as the strongest
predictors of quality. Good and poor writers were also differentiated
by the length of their essays. There was no significant difference
between the quality of the essays of the class using a checklist and
the class not using a checklist prior to revision. Bridwell's
classification scheme was a useful and effective tool for coding the
structural changes writers made during revision.

Two classes of college freshmen wrote and revised an essay in
three consecutive class periods. One class used a revision checklist
prior to rewriting the final draft. The other class revised without the
use of a checklist. The two drafts and prewriting notes were collected.
The final drafts were evaluated by three college English instructors
who rated them as high, middle, or low quality. Changes made
between the two drafts were then compared, coded, and counted,
using Bridwell's classification scheme. The essays were categorized
as good or poor quality, and their writers were designated as good or
poor writers respectively. Frequencies were tabulated to describe the
general characteristics of the revisions. Analyses of variance were
used to examine the effect of the revision checklist and the
differences between the good and poor writers by revision level
changes, operation changes, and differences in average essay length.Multiple regression analyses were conducted to understand moreclearly the effects of levels and operations on quality.

THE EFFECTS OF FORMAL REVISION IN AN ENRICHED
COMPOSING ENVIRONMENT ON COMPOSING
IMPROVEMENT OF COLLEGE-BOUND HIGH SCHOOL
SENIORS Order No. DA8307958
New./ AN, JERRIE MCGREW, ED.D. University of PennsyA,a^;1. 1982
179pp. Adviser: Dr. Allan A. Glatthorn

The purpose of this study is to test the assumption that formal
revision through second and third drafts, required by the teacher, iS
necessary to improve the composing skills of high school, college-
bound seniors.

Sixty-eight Philadelphia high school seniors, in three classes, were
the subjects. One class of students who had elected the English
Enrichninnt course was designated the Revisers and taught that the
teacher valued revision and that revision was necessary to improve
skills. They were required to revise papers nine times during the
sixteen week experiment and were given extra-credit for successful
revisions The second English Enrichment class. Non.Revisers, were
not taught to value revision nor required to revise. Identical curricula
were used in both classes, including much pre-writing, teaching, peer
and teaching evaluation The Control class of non-college bound
seniors were taught grammar and literature, but no composing
processes.

Pre- and posttests, administered all three classes, were scored by
two experienced teachers. An analysis of coviriance showed a
significant improvement of the two experimental classes over the
control class, but no significant difference in the improvement of the
revisers over fhe non.revisers. The non-revisers had improved slightly
more than the revisers. A series of t-tests showed no significant
difference in improvement in writing between revisers and non .
revisers in audience awareness, fluency, number of paragraphs, or
between males and females. A series of chi-squares showed no
significant relationship within the revising class of skill level and
degree of revision done on the nine interventions; improvement in
writing and degree of revisions done; improvement in writing and
grades assigned.

The one difference observed between the revisers and the non-
revisers occurred in reported behavioral patterns of composing and
future composing. The four revisers who had improved the most and
the four non-revisers who had improved the most were interviewed by
telephone. Revisers all reported that they would use revision in writing
future papers; no non-revisers reported the intent to use revision.
None of the eight reported having used revision prior to the
experimental period

DEPENDENCY ANALYSIS AS A TOOL FOR TEACHING
WRITING Order No. DA8301504
PHILLIPS, ALISON CHARLES, JR., PH.D. University ot Virginia, 1982.
135pp.

Composing is a recursive process that alternates with planning
and revision. An implication is that feedback during writing may be
more useful than criticism of the finished product. This study used a
structural description called dependency analysis to give students
feedback in a tutorial situation. Dependency analysis identifies the
coordinate and subordinate relations among propositions and
exposes the faults in the hierarchical structure of a discourse

This exploration in using dependency analysis demonstrates some
ways in which it can lie an effective tool for teaching writing.
Dependency analysis can be effective because it shows an order of
priorities in revising an essay, it reveals how the qualitative effects of
an essay are related to its structure, and it shows writers how to
control the effects of their discourse by deliberately altering this
structure. It can be an etfective tool not only because it reveals the
faults in organization, but also because it emphasizes the differences
in the density of texture. Dependencyanalysis may be too time
consuming to use with individuals, but it can be used for class
demonstrations, and may be most useful with prospective teachers of
writing because it helps to convey the idea of a strong hierarchy as a
model of organization and shows teachers what to look for in
evaluating the organization of a paper.

This exploratory study used a single subject experimental design
with six students divided into two groups with different treatment
periods. Each subject wrote five papers which were evaluated jointly
by two judges who rank ordered them within subjects and rated them
between subjects The evaluation procedure was based on
Christensen and Christensen's method of structural description which
decribes the same hierarchical structures that are made explicit by
dependency analysis.

The results showed that dependency analysis has an immediate
and significant effect with poor writers who do not have effective
strategies for organizing their papers, but that it takes longer for
better writers to assimilate the strategy into their established ways of
generating and organizing text.

AN INVESTIGATION OF THE REVISION PRACTICES OF
COMPETENT STUDENT WRITERS WRITING RESEARCH
PAPERS IN A FRESHMAN COMPOSITION COURSE AT A
COMMUNITY COLLEGE Order No. DA8304818
RAMIG, JANE REDWINE DENNIS, PH.D. Georgia State University -Collegeof Education, 1982. 139pp.

Purpose. The purpose of this study was to describe the revising
practices of a group of competent student writers enrolled in arequired freshman English composition course at a community
college. Specifically, the study was designed to provide information
about numbers and kinds of revisions these students made; to
determine whether a relationship existed between writing
apprehension level and numbers and kinds of revisions made; and toacquire information about these students' concepts, attitudes, and
concerns regarding revision.
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4ethods and Procodures Revisionsmade in rough draft copies of
30 issearch papers comprised of the bestS paws In each of 5
composition classes, as judged by Individual instructors of these
classes, were individually counted, then clansdled and recorded
according to a levision damnification scheme aigley & Wale, 1981)
Apprthennion.toward wt ding scow% (Daly A Miller, 1975) wets
obtained for each student, and tote! number of levisions and number
per 100 words of each subject's drafts woo used to calculate
coustation coefficients In depth interviews with four subjects in th
study were conducted to elicit Intone Mien about their revision
concepts, attitudes, comet Fin, and practices.

Results. Analysis of teseatch papets teveakid the following mean
number of revisions per 100 words * 3 2; average total number of
revisions * 105 Ion dial Is of aptsn aye/ aging 3,923 words A total of
75% 01 students' tevision is nudnce, piedommttntly meaning-
preserving changes Apprehension towatd writing nnd numbet and
kinds of revImons tic t Oti% all diens nppear not to be ponitively
correlated (r ^ 22, r 16, tespectively, for eppleliension/lotal
revisions and apptehension/revisions per 100 woids) Interviews with
students about levision cot i oho; riled Oats obtained tht ough one of
Faigley and Witte's scheme.

Conclusions It appeals that students in this study, Unkind by their
Instructors to be competent Miters, do eot IVtilst, to nynthesire ideas

flnd new trimming in the process of wvitin tesearch jarpein in a
freshman composition Course, en revenled by analysis of revisions
and interviews for them, appmently ievision in not, an the meaning of
the woid suggests, a re vision but relies A lending to surface or
editorial matters. Supporting previous research on revision, evidence
here suggests that students' greatest concern as they revise la word
choice,

A WRITING AS,PRocrss moan AS A MEANS FOR
IMPROVING COMPOSITIONS AND Al lITULWS TOWARD
COMPOSIT ION IN THC 11IGH SCHOOL Order No. DA830 1 605
SC ategt a, Aatuonly M,Inn Rutgers thm el say Ttii State U of Now
Jersey (Now Rfunswicri), 1982 148pp Chau ors son Janet r mig

The purpose of this study Was to test the offectivelless of a witting
as process model en a teaching aoleorich

The population ( onmsted of 121 ninth and tenth testae students
AN the students weer voItliitN'itu (red cmne fi OM ItlItle ditheent
schools in three diffeient school dishirts In each school, two
classroom groups welt. selected, arid these were ram imental and
control groups on a random basis f )(pet imental temps teceived
instruction in the wilting am process method, control groups received
instiuction in tiaditsmal methods In genet al, all Mudents perticionted
ware charm he ired as river age to above average in sctioltistic ability

lot assesment put posOn, students subnotted expieatoty and
creative writing samples (s ( Mod holistically), Mid they weir) given two
standatdired tests the lest ol \Mitten Inglish rxwes.sion and the
Fen King Attitede St Me Ae enslysis of t evariat ice (ANCOVA) wasused to compete posttest s( of es !insist 011ench sobiect's piiot level
of Chiovment (or stlitmles) and to 010yRIV 41 111e11115 lot titillating forany lack of ptitiodatlent e between groups S1111 V intact classes wove
used

sj the rod of the ',holy, yam% Ill e li e.ator y vi it ii ig skills were
observed for expetimental gi cmps to two of the sc titttiI Ihot e writeno signal( ant differen tlehkee,I.,tuilents in the xpel anental nodcontrol groups in any of the high m rioolm in the amount of tplin in
treative writing or in knowledge of tortmoutt mid usage

liowevet, statedu lly swish( ant gnats writ+ found in each of the
noblest% of the img King Attitude Si ale lot expl'iimental pinups ineach of the m hools in this study Overall, the control gl ottps showed
a slight decrement in these stone suldests of altitmlea toward wilting

The.results of this Moil), ii ovided some evident' a of greater
inanovell)(14 in stedents' expository willing ttkills and I/1 students'
attitudes towent wilting as n tesult of the wiling as ptocesn lent hing
apreoach The tole of Moue ley's( c h should be (a) to hit ther
investigate the validity (if the wilting as pi oc ess teaching spot (etch
And (b) to tothiblish Whrth01 01 VO1 St Of Vs reported on the I mit; KingAttitude Scale at ielated to subsequent writing behaviors and gelne
in wilting skills

PRINTID IF XI, TA! KED HOOK, AND ABSTRACIION
AUDI-R. A .101)1' Of 1401 IST IC PIRSPrCIIVE

Older No. DA87102 /14
Soitil MAKI PI, 1 INN 111 NMI, 1) A !;tare Unit volt), of Now Vori, af Albany,
198: 100pp

thi sloth .itteinoted to aie.v, el the ellov,ing oili"hoti Would th
inteui Minn r )1 ri talked book into the w iii plot vs-) le.ailt in an
iiit irlseti 1111101111t Of 111 t Iete rystteti:11 ii S111,11,111 VIpoSitoly essays
and also in a ?Ai oogei fit behrweii ate,tirti two nod coot I etion? To

1111S tillestiOil, the ex pet imenter dt..igi led mid taught two
lions of a -.Annan t omposttion t most. nor set lion w.ts exposed

to et hilled book I he Mite, se, lion wits exp.-wit to rl t) pi, ,'! !Mt
C01111sil.thle hitititist text I he exiwt initn1c1 attenipted toliold all other'

onStt113 111e Onto, vestet ed by these twit 1n.,st-, was
analy:ed st.distit and thi otigh c ,ise tudy the it-Jilts wet* AS
follosvs (1) When all Ira. .11 both r. lasses weir ( 011,1004rd,

statisti al ivialyse, of the data showed that the use of n Itilied book
unit of coni mate( laldon's 110t gel1V11111' Stglittit Atitly hitjt lel /1111(

thrum that genet /114,3 ti) lilt^ Um, it i piiiittst text (;)) I low et ci, when
iiiit thoSe students who beJ:111 the t. outs,. with low c on, letton
writ, t olisittrird, tiiti'.ti rut atialysis of the ii,tta tevealed that the
dtlfeleo, e hotween the post test mem, c t,iit Ietit111 St oft., 01 those
students in the t.ilked hook 1,1Y, and the post test mean (1,1iLietiun
ric ti er. 01 t1lt,So stottelltS Ili Pie welted text t I cis, trim-hes near
tmultItik a it r stIttotily 'WNW' 'As Pint, lot these low scoling
%talents, the 11Se 01 ii 1,111..vtl buttl, t1t,eS uenerete mole 1, ont fete
mateiral than the use of n pooled text (3) Ai ear study of six
students, thiee fi,ii the talked book u has and Huey horn thr ponted
text i Liss, !.howed no chtletent rs in lit of ilattetning that eitki be
attornited to eithet the Ilse ot ei 4144'11 Iii ti Ix II tho (Ise 01 it pi intod
text (4) I in% stumie t Wit` study re,e.alett that .ittittent smiting, no matter
what ititsfium the student), weir exposed to, tended to develop in a
slow, uneven pi ogiussion born overtly simplified pepor lc filled with
(lead level absttaCtIlig lowards CoMpirx Alld SII ongly patterned

eelarri 11111111( iilion% tot purely, teachine, rind kettle! leseatch woreedited and explored

A VAL UFS CL ARIFICATION COMPONENT OF FRESHMAN
COMPOSIT ION Order No. 0A83061 45
NOMVSON, MA11,10111f A n,nA cameop Menon unAorsity, 19112
149pp

Pu tmui.s o This dissettation is nn applied VW lectlItIM dentgflild to
cause 3111CIVIlt3 tO make mot al dr( unions, (2) to expi ens their
doe mons in expositoty lame, nod (3) to pet !made the audience that
A pm ticulat thwision Is both spot ovulate and prefect ablo to other
possible choices The outpost+ of the COW se, to turret) vMuen
clatification nod logical decision 111nkIng, is, of comae, a humanistic
mission el the general sense of "raising to a level of consciousness
the individual's pet son& values system in which human interests,
values and dignity MO of ) ipot lance es in moral judgemeets "

Mothod I have drawn on the values clnolicebon sh Meters of
social scientists, leaning heavily on I lowniii KII:Whenhatim and
Lawtence Kohlbeig, and the logical decision making techniques
desctibed by Stephen Thomas to Complete this cutricultuuti, AS well AS
twenty yew s' expetience Al% a composition instt orb)/ m a Junior
College lime I recognard (he cut ticulum limitatithin imposed by
open nilmissions, focus on "ern( tient" educetion, roof numerous non .

colic uittir vagritiON thnt affect collIse 1.1e1Vt.tIons
The unique design of the coterie in its Inc ot potation of otiginal

dilemma case studies as mot& problems whelo One positive value
competes with another positive +/Attie

Scope This dermet talon lesponds tO these consti null by using
the I helot lc course an n means of Intl ochn.itig humanist values in an
vetoed:de setting, that is, within it compatible, requited course Both
student and 1 acuity can complete the cuti %Amid significant
chreigret in native's esprit- led work Iona mut with little additional
preparatioe for the molt uctot Incltel tt t atimutle, histone
brickgi mind, general Mt elegy, constraillts, methods AM ItiittPr Ink,
and a qualitative ennensment of !milts I think It will be helpful to
others whodike me, enter the "technological" classroom of the BO's
committed to developing both the fllulal maturity and the vocational
skills of the student



BEYOND SENTENCE COMBINING: A CONSIDERATION OF
MOTIVATIONAL AND DEVELOoMENTAL FACTORS IN
COLLEGE COMPOZITION TEACHING Order No. DA831087 4
WOODWORTH, MA RGARET KEMMER, PH.D. Purdue University, 1982.
376pp Major Professor: Thomas E. Gaston

Research surrounding the efficacy of sentence combining as a
technique f or improving thequalily of student writing reveals that
while the technique is highly successful in accelerating linguistic
development of elementary and secondary school students, it
appears to be less suitable for improving the overall quality of college
students' writing. This apparent discrepancy is investigated in order
to extrapolate those pedagogical features of sentence combining
which account for its success, and subsequently, to apply them to
broader rhetorical skills more appropriate to college level writing.

The sequential nature of the instruction, the repetition of
exercises, the specific goal orientation of the technique, and its
coincidence with the natural linguistic development of younger
st,..;ents are shown to contribute substantially to its effectiveness
Among the disadvantages of sentence combining, however, are its
limited goals and the failure of such drill-like instruction to coincide
with older students' natural development.

An analysis of the developmental stages of college students
reveals that this age group is highly motivated by a desire for
maturation, including association with the adult community's values
and behavior. In general, learning is limited to that which seems to
meet the perceived needs of the students themselves, and therefore
acceleration of their development can best be accomplished by
allowing them freedom to determine their own goals through creative
inquiry procedures.

A program designed to accommodate these needs, to capitalize
on the integrative motivation inherent at this stage of development.
and, at the same time, to incorporate the positive features of sentence
combining might logically be expected to accelerate the linguistic
development of college students. Results of a limited field test
suggest that such a program of instruction did celerate linguistic
development and also general intellectual development, substantiall,,
improving the overall quality of student writing. Such instruction ...an
also provide students with a method for continually reassessinj
direction of their linguistic growth and finding solutions to An ever .
changing set of rhetorical problems.



Copies of the Dissertations may be obtained by addressing
your request to:

University Microfilms International
300 North Zeeb Road
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48106

or by telephoning (toll-free) 1-800-521-3043


