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themselves is included at the end of the bibliography.
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SELECTED EFFECTS OF ELAPSED TIME AND GRADE LEVEL
ON THE REVISIONS IN 8TH, 10TH, AND 12TH GRADERS'
WRITING OrderNo.DAB309267

Asr, BarBARA HOETKER, PH.D. The Florida State University, 1983.
184pp. Major Professor: Gordon Brossefl

This is an experimental study to find out what kinds of revisions
are made by students at three grade levels and 1o test a major tenet of
the textbook lore about revision: that students should atlow time to
elapse between their drafting and revising. Randomly assigned
groups of 8th, 10th, and 12th graders (178 subjects) wrote a first draft
in response to an essay topic and, then, after varying periods of
elapsed time--one day, three days, and a week--wrote a final version.
All writing sessions were 50-minute class periods. Draft-to-draft
revisions were coded; first drafts and final versions were holistically
scored. A chi-square distribution-free test was run to determine main
effects of and interactions between grade level and elapsed time.

The 8th graders made significantly more total revisions and
significantly more surface-level (mechanics, usage. etc.) and low-level
(word and phrase) revisions. Subjects who rewrote a week later made
significantly more low-level revisions. Less than a third of all revisions
for all groups were surface-level revisions. There were more
substitutions than any other nonsurface revision; over ha!f of the
substitutions were clause and multiclause revisions. Text:level
revisions (radically altered final versions) accounted for 16 3% of the
sample. Of all final versions, 58.9% received a higher score than that
awarded the first draft. .

AN ANALYSIS OF SELECTED NATIONAL WRITING
PROJECTS AND APPLICATIONS FOR WRITING
INSTRUCTION OrderNo. DAB303663

BassHam, Juoy WHITWORTH, Ep.D. The University of Tennesses, 1982.
13Spp. Major Professor: Dr. Jerry J. Belion

The purpose of this study was to identify guidelines for writing
instruction as presented in research and professional literature and to
determine the occurrence of these guidelines in a selected sampte of
National Writing Projects. In addition, an exploratory survey of Maury
County elementary teachers was made in order to determine their
writing instruction concerns. Based on the results of the survey,
recommendations for writing instruction were proposed by the author.

A content analysis of a sele~ted sample of Nationa! Writing
Projects was made in order to determine key features of the projects
which were congruent with identified guidelines for writing
instruction. Projects sampled were randomly selected by regional
distribution from the eighty sites throughout the country. Thirteen
National Writing Projects were analyzed in this study. The first level of
analysis was built upon occurrence of categories and units of analysis
in each of the thirteen projects sampled. A second level included
frequency of occurrence of categories and units of analysis.

A survey of Maury County teachers of grades 1-6 was made in
order to determine their concerns about writing instruction. The
population sample was drawn from all schools in Maury County
having grades 1-6. Regular classroom teachers were surveyed and
responses were analyzed using frequencies for most items. Based on
the results of the survey, teacher concerns were synthesized and
compared for congruence with the results of the content analysis of
selected National Writing Projects. Based on these findings,
recommendations were made for writing instruction.

Procedures used in this study can be employed by researchers to
analyze other writing programs and to determine the writing concerns

- of adefined population of teachers. Data from this study can be used
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SEE TOM WRITE! OWNERSHIP IN WRITING

OrderNo. DAB227262
Burevter, Richann ELy, PH.D University of Pennsyl ama, 1962
169pp Supervisar. David M. Saith

Through caoltaboration and participant-observation, this
descriptive study of a freshman writing studsnt investigat.d what he
and other writing students conside e d importantin their “world of
writing." The researcher and Tom, the stud-nt, took a freshaan
English course ata community cot™j» observing in the clawaoom,
interpreting their observations in writrig for ench other, and prepanng
for and presenting findings in pubhc forums This collaborative
research. which also included extrasive interviewing with Tom,
provided a case study of a developi» nital sequence in which "writing
ownership” was demystified tor the beginning writing stedent and
clarmed by the maturing writer

The study propases a model describing one way of capturing
involvement in writing. The studerit ciaming ownership of his whiting
is seen: (1) expiessing hamself in writing and encoding his personal
meanings in writing, (2) communic ating personal values and finding
increased vatue for himself in his wriling, and (3) chcosing to direct
his writing at audiences while using himnelf as an impurtant audience
for his wnting Such involvements in writing appear:d marked by
attitudes of, what Tom termed, de!ermination in approaching text and
seeking satis!action in producing text Inour model, based on Tom's
adaptation lo writing, these attitudes resulted in processes of revision.

The complex interactions of the collaborators and Tom's
participation in writing-centered activities of the research facilitated
changes in his awareness of and approach to writing and I arning to
write. Implications of these findings for teaching and reqearch are
proposed.

Reflecting the perspective of ethnography, the study incorporated
a model of researcher-informant attempt to reach underelanding. The
study suygests the utility of such coltaborations with “ludents for both
pedagogy and ressarch, particularly sug jerting that conside 1 ations
of the proce <os of writing might he wefully informed hy this
perspective.

A STUDY OF TEACHERS' WRITTEN COMMENTS ON
TRANSACTIONAL WRITING OF TWELFTH GRADERS
OrderNo. DAB308163

BURNETTE, PauL EpwaRo, Ep.D. University of Georgia, 1982. 195pp.
Director: Daniel R. Kirby

In this study bioth quantitative and qualitative research methods
were brought to bear on two problems: First, can teachers’ comments
be reliably classified by role and purpose? Second, what relationships
do teacher comments have to quality, fluency, and growth in writing?

Procedures. Five student papers from each of nine teachers were
collected in the fall, winter and spring after teachers' normal
evaluation process. A questionnaire asked teachers to explain their
broad purposes in writing comments on student p:apers and criteria
for judging writing quality. Teachers also comple ed a coversheet
describing specific activities preceding and following the writing
assignment for each se! of papers collected.

Adapted from the function and sense of audience categories of
Britton, Burgess, Martin, McLeod and Rosen [The Development of
Writing Abilities (11-18). Urbana: NOTE, 1975}, the comment
classification scheme successfully categorized all 1792 co.nments
collected. The scheme’s reliability was checked by two independent
raters classifying 386 randomly-selected comments, matching 88.8%
on function and 89 3% on role classifications.

In extended interviews at the end of the school year, teachers were
asked to discuss their students, their students’ writing abilities, and
patterns in their own responses.

Analysis. By function, 65% of teacher comments recorded or
regulated errors, 21% were higher cognitive responses, 8% were
Rersuasive, 4% expressive, and 2% nonfunctional. By role, 62% were
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impersonal, 27% Examiner, 8% Particular Teacher, and 3% Trusted
Adult. Analysis with 1egression and correlation procedures supports
speculations that teachers assyme warmer roles toward studgnts not
growing in writing quality or fluency, and that they respond with
higher cognitive functions to writing of higher quality and fiuency.
Analysis of the questionnaires, coversheets, and interviews of
selected teachers revealed that variations in roles and functions of
teachers' comments reflected changes in course goals and perceived
ditferences in individual student personalities. Use of a multiple-draft
writing process produced different response patterns from two
teachers, with the stage at which the comments were written
apparently determining which roles and functions the teacher
assumed. Most importantly, the kinds of general purposes teachers
had for writing comments seemed to explain the kinds of responses
they provided their students.

THE EFFECT OF A TRAINING PROGRAM ON THE
FLUCTUATION OF RATERS' SCORING OF WRITING
COMPOSITIONS Order No.DA8B306022

CasTiLtHOS, MaRia TERESINHA DE JESUS, PH.D. University of California,
Los Angeles, 1982. 158pp. Chair: Professor Eva L. Baker

This study concerned interjud ge reliability in scoring written
compositions in large scale testing. Its purposes were: (1) to
investigate the temporal effects of rater training conducted by
CESGRANRIO, a unified college entrance examination institution in
Rio de Janeiro, on the variation of raters’ marks given to Senior high
school compositions; (2) to analyze the influence of raters’
characteristics on scores; and {(3) to examine if the benefits (the level
of scoring reliability) attained were justified by the cost of the effort.
Training involved one hundred sixty-seven (167) raters, distributed
into 12 groups led by a supervisor. Each scored 200-word
compositions over eight sessions. Une subset of ten compositions
was independently scored by all raters each session.

Data analyses investigated reliability of scores using
generalizability studies performed from different perspectives: (1) the
training as a whole, (2) by sessions, and (3) by groups (teams of
raters). The trajectory of the training and the influence of the rater
variables were examined through regression analyses, using trend
and multiple regression analyses. The relationship between costs and
benefit (reliability level) was examined based on decision studies and
used the approach of person-hour cost and number of raters required
to obtain a generalizability coefficient of .80 (the UCLA standard).

Effects of training stabilized although considerable fluctuation
between groups and between sessions was detected. The greatest
source of variance was composition, confounded with person. No
influence was found for rater characteristics.

Implications from the findings relate to the selection of
composition topics and prompts, the duration and structure of the

training program, and reallocation of cost. In addition, a framework to
assist administrators in conceptualizing the training program as a
process and to enable them to refine future training programs was
proposed.

THE EFFECTS OF FREEWRITING ON THE FLUENCY OF
STUDENT WRITERS Order No. DA8304805

CresHIRE, BARBARA WRIGHT, PH.D. Georgia State University - College
of Education, 1982. 133pp.

Purpose. The pisipose of this research was to determine the
effects of freewriting on the fluency of student writers and to
determine whether regular freewriting diminished writing
apprehension. Freewriting is an intuitive writing exercise that entails
writing without stopping for 10 minutes or so on whatever comes into
the mind with no concern for mechanics. The point is to write without

. aditing 30 that the meaning can come through. Fluency was defined
as the following components of writing: Wording, Voice, Point of view,

Q “ythm, and Length.

‘. 7

Methods and Procedures. Two college teachers who taught two
sections of the same composition course required their experimental
classes to freewrite for 10 minutes a minimum of four days a week; the
control classes spent the 10 minutes on vocabulary improvement.
Two essays in diferent modes were written by each of the 56 subjects
for the pretest and two more on the same topics at the end of the 10
week quarter for the posttest. The essays were scored analytically by
six trained raters on eight variables: ideas, Organization, Mechanics,
Wording, Voice, Point of view, Rhythm, and Length. A MANCOVA was
performed on three separate forms of the data: scores from the
personal essay, scores from the objective essay, and combined
scores derived by averaging scores from both essays. A 26-item
apprehension instrument was inciuded in the pretest and the posttest

Results and Conclusions. Results showed that freewriting failed to
produce significant effects on fluency or on any of the eight
designated components of writing under the conditions of this study.
The MANCOVA did, however, show differences in the teacher factor,
with groups of Teacher 2 scoring significantly higher on ideas,
Organization, and Length than the groups of Teacher 1. An ANCOVA
showed that freewriting had no significant effect on writing
apprehension under the conditions of this study. The ANCOVA aiso
revealed significant differences in the teacherfactor; Teacher 1
decreased writing apprehension significantly in both the control and
the experimental groups, while Teacher 2 increased apprehension in
both groups. The groups with significantly higher writing
apprehension, however, scored significantly higher on three
components of writing ability.

A STAFF DEVELOPMENT MODEL FOR ELEMENTARY
TEACHERS USING WRITING INSTRUCTION AS A VEHICLE

DeppLeEr-SmiTH, DOREEN, En.D. Brigham Young University, 1982.
Chairman: Callis R. Harms

The purposes of this project were to develop and implement an
experiential staff development model incorporating content and
effective instruction, SCRIBES |I, and to determine its effectiveness
for twenty-five elementary teachers from seven school districts, using
the instruction of written composition as a vehicle for teacher
development and as a basis for evaluation. A third purpose was to
determine, based on the results of SCRIBES I, the feasibility of
implementing a county-wide teacher-consultant resource network
expanded to include presentors with expertise in selected curriculer
areas. It was concluded that the SCRIBES Il model is effective in
changing attitudes, knowledge and teaching behaviors related to the
curricular area presented. It was determined that expanding the
model to a county-wide teacher consultant resource network for
selected curricular areas was feasible and would meet the staff
development needs of school districts in San Luis Obispo County.

AN EVALUATION OF WRITING HANDBOOKS USED IN
GEORGIA COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES DURING THE
1981-82 ACADEMIC YEAR OrderNo. DAB304822

DismER, Rose STeraNis, PH.D. Georgia State University - College of
Education, 1982. 183pp.

Purgose. The purpose of this study was to discover the juality of
the writing handbooks used during the 1981-82 academic year by the
English departments of Georgia colleges and universities. Defined as
reference texts containing language and composition rules and
prac.tices. the handbooks were examined as a whole and by selected
sections: grammar, usage, and the whole compcuition--the sections
most adversely criticized in the literature pertaining to handbooks.

Methods and Procedures. The handbooks analyzed in the study
were chosen by surveying all the colleges and universities in Georgia
and randomly selected institutions of the Southern Association. Each
handbook was examined as a whole to determine its reading leve! by
using the Fry Readability Scale, its ease of use by investigating its
organization and binding, and its completeness by examining its
content and index lengths, its specialty discussions, and its
:nco!laries. The grammar, usage, and composition sections were
stqdoed to determine how complete they are, what their basic
philosophical approach is, and whether they have benefited from
current research and scholarship in language and composition.




Results. The handbooks varied in reading level from grade 7
through college freshman level, The handbooks varied in usefuiness
since some had better organization and better sectioning devices for
easy reference. Their length variec from 320 to 617 content pages,
but alt were determined to be fairly complete because of the number

of specialty discussions and ancillaries provided by each. Nearly all
the handbooks are very traditional and are not undergirded by current
research in language development and composition. In grammar,
nearly all discuss traditional grammar; in usage, some are still ]
prescriptive although others are leaning more toward a descriptive
approach to usage. In composition, they reflect few current theories
other than some form of the writing-as-a-process approach.

Conclusions. The handbooks used in Georgia during 1981-82
need improvement. Although they offer a wide variety of reading
levels. are fairly easy to use, and fairly complete, they do not help
students with their writing as much as they should because they do
not make use of current research in language and composition that
would make them more useful.

THE WAY WE WORD: AN ETHNOGRAPHIC VIEW OF BASIC
WRITERS WRITING IN FRESHMAN COMPOSITION
. Order No.DA8300243

EPLING, CHRISTINE FRALEY, PH.D. The Ohio State University, 1982.
322pp. Adviser: Professor Donald R. Bateman

This study focuses on what Shaughnessy calls an "embarrassingly
rudimentary” question: What goeson in a freshman composition
ciassroom? A survey of the literature reveals a paucity of qualitative
research in this important writing setting.

This research investigates and describes the writing experiences
of basic writersin a traditional freshman composition class at Rio
Grande College and Community College. Employing an ethnographic
approach, the participant observer gathered data from journals, class
notes, questionnaires, self-reports, audic and video tapes, class
writings, and interviews. Maximum details are reported from the
perspectives of the researcher, the collaborating teacher, and the
students in an attempt to minimize distortion and to create an
&ccurate and comprehensive rendering of the classroom story.

During data analysis, the researcher understood freshman
composition in terms of arbitrarily applied constructs: class
developmental stages. Developmental Stage One, Climate,
established a supportive writing environment through a network of
interrelated components which nurtured writing growth.
Developmental Stage Two, Process, introduced writing as a creative
act: the discovery of "something new” through searching, seeing,
and structuring. Students matched their own psychological processes
against those of "real" writers. Developmental Stage Three, Products,
focused on rhetorical patterns, apparently cherished by these
students.

Free to choose their own subjects, students wrote about life
experiences--subjects bound intimately with out-of-class culture. Of
the some one hundred subjects written about, approximately one-
third were "marker events” (Levinson), events which had strongly
influenced students’ kves. In this nurturing class climate, little
differences existed between sy bjects written about in journals and
those written about in teacher-assigned essays.

Classroom lite, then, appeared to be a dynamic network organized
within developmental stages wherein students wrote fresh,
experience-oriented essays. Attention to process heightened
students’ awareness and appreciation of their own creative potential.
Students observed that "something new" in their writing emerged as
a result of attendance to writing skills and relaxation of effort.
Students reported and demonstrated growth in writing confidence
and competence.

ERIC
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AN ETHNOGRAPHIC STUDY OF THE IMPLEMENTATION OF
A WRITING PROGRAM IN AN ELEMENTARY SCHOOL

FONNESBECK, BEVERLEY BIRKETT, E0.D. University of Southern
California, 1982. Chairman: Professor Audrey J. Schwartz

Despite a twenty.year effort to improve schooling through
curriculum retorm, few new programs have been adopted as
intended. Implementation research is designed to discover causes for
this situation, and to develop remedies.

Purpose. The study was designed to gather information about
what happens to subvert innovation at school and classroom level
through study of a curriculum adoption effort, and to generate from
the findings testable hypotheses concerning the nature and content
of viable implementation effort in elementary schools.

Procedure. The methodology was ethnographic participant
observation. An implementation program for the Anchorage Writing
Project, a writing curriculum, was designed, carried out, and
examined by the investigator. Data from questionnaires, interviews,
diaries, and classroom observations were gathered anz «xamined in
six predetermined categories. Insights into unanticipated factors were
also sought.

Findings. (1) The form of administrative support for innovation is
as important as the amount of support (2) On-site project leaders
play a sensitive role and require broad support. (3) Aframework for
utilizing new materials is as important as availability of materials for
teachers. (4) Positive correlation between value systems of teachers
and programs encourages suctessful implementation. (5) Teacher
competence in subject matter and instructional strategies is a
significant factor in implementation.

Conclusions. (1) Successful curriculum change is contingent
upon planned im, lementation strategies sustained over time.

(2) Implementation strategies must address both management goals
of teachers and congruity between philosophical orientation of
teachers and innovations. (3) Teachers as well as students must be
supported by implementation strategies. (4) Excessive demands
upon elementary teachers militate against curriculum change.

Recommendations. (1) The Anchorage Writing Project should
improve implementation planning. (2) Further study shouid be
conducted at the classroom and school site level on the factors
influencing curriculum adoption. (3) Redefinition of curriculum
boundaries and {eacher respousibilities in the elementary school
should be considered as a step toward viable change processes.

AN EXAMINATION OFv FRESHMAN COMPOSITION
PROGRAMS AT 20 st ECTED OHIO COLLEGES AND
UNIVERSITIES - Order No.DAB228551
FREMER, GLosia P, Py D. Tre Uriersty of Tole g, 1982 140pp

(o b 4y ey
This. Sty wandesigre d to de b rnyien o inLtuctora of fre-biman
T R e .
som,mg,, srheeur. - arcadequstely prep red te b e subject,
frelevantempimtr o ron e nentod in the e carae s, and if

the objeitive, of freshmn e Mpeshor programs are baosed on a
theory or theorics of discaours:» 7

Qat_a were derived from intory iy with persons responsible for the
administration of writing programs and compasition instrueters in 20
selected instituticr.s of higher educaton in Ohio HBoth quantiiative
and qualitatie methods of data colt~tion and analy«is were usod_
_ Theconchiinnsare as felle ., the = sty nf in et o,
lpterm:wa-;i were paoody prepiared to teamh writing, read little in their
field, and v.zre uriav e of and inatentive to diseaiene theory. At
most of the institutions surveyed program abje tiver, were not based
on current reqearch or disrovrsn theoiry, there was litle provision for
faculty dewvelapracnd, and compastion tea hing wan regarded less
highly than it rary research and tearhing ‘

Twelvo of the ferty five inatrurter s It ovieed were specialists in
Compositicn tearhing or were graduate sturder i, proparing to
spec:aliz_e in composition teaching Thyy group was wall equipped to
.teach writing courses The data suggenst thatinstitutions in which the
Instructors in this group teach emphasized composition teaching
more st‘rgngly than other institutions surveyed Three state
umversn!ngs visited offered graduate programs intended lo prepare
composition specialists Eight institutions, visited either had in place
or were planning programs to instruct students ahove the freshman
levelin "writing across the curriculum




PLACEMENT AS ASSESSMENT: A COMPARISON OF
APPOINTED READERS' JUDGMENT WITH OTHER ACADEMIC

FACULTY JUDGMENTS OF A WRITING SAMPLE
Order No. DA8301572

Fucci, Donaro CHaRLES, Eo D. Rutgers University The State U. of New
Jersey (New Brunswick), 1982. 137pp. Chairperson: Robert Parker

The relationship between articulated qualities of writing and the
actual scoring of writing was tested in this study. Two hyp'otl'!e‘ses
were proposed. Hypothesis # 1 stated there would be a §agnmcant
difference between articulation of qualities of student writing at
various score levels and the actual scoring bf writing §amplgs.
Hypothesis # 2 stated that as a result of a lack of relataon§pnp ‘
between stated characteristics and scoring of studgnl writing )
samples, placement recommencdations of students in corresponding
writing courses as a result of score designations woulq not (eﬂecl
articulated judgments and therefore be unreliable and invalid.

A group of four faculty were given 12 writing §amgles t'hey had
scored, as readers, in a general impression scoring situation. They
were asked to state the one characteristic of writing evident at each of
the score levels used. The scoring and iudgment§ asserted by the
original readers provided a basis for comparison in the §tudy. Two
blind groups of faculty were asked to duplicate'th.e scoring and
evaluation procedures of the original group. Within-group and
between-group descriptive analyses were conducted. The
investigator found that several conciusions could be drawn from the

analysis of the data. Hypothesis # 1 was supported by si.gniﬁcln'l‘
differences between reader articuiation of what constituted qualities
of writing and actual scoring. Hypothesis # 2 was not supported.
Despite significant differences between stated chlraclenslgc_:s of
writing and the actual scoring, the placement procedure utilized
overcame much of the differences. It can be concluded that the
placement reliability achieved came as a result of the combination of
rater training and scoring procedures rather than as a result of
agreement between faculty in scoring.

INCIDt NCE OF TENSE ACQUISITION IN WRITTEN
DISCOURSE (8-18) AND IMPLICATIONS i OR SEMANTIC -
DEVELOPMENT AND TEACHING PRACTICES

Order No. DAB229832

G SSNER, MiCHAEL GEGRGE. Ep D. University of Colorado at Rouider,
1982. 124;p. Ditector. Avccriate Profe:sor Philip DiStefano

The maor purposs of this ttudy was to determing when tenses
appeared in wntten discourse produced by students from grades 3, 6,
9 and 12. The study attempted to identity differences between the
frequency of tenses exhibited in writing, grade tevels, and gender.

A second purpose was to learn if the tenses followed a similar or
difterent sr-guence as found in oral language development.

Cala e re collected from 15 male and 15 female writers, al each
grade level Fach student produced two ecsays, giving a sample of
240 compositions.

Criteria were established to record tense incidence. By these
criteria 3,307 verbs of tense were recorded from a total of 21,250
words in the compositiors. The six tenses were arranged in the three
most conceptually different categories based on the research
peitaitung {o acquisiion in cras tanguage These were (1) the
present past tenss calegory, (2) the future tense cateiory dnd (3) the
ettt ciategory.

Toats uf analytis of varisie s and Covariane s with ropu-ated
meanures and rend analytes woere done 1o identify differences
between yrades and gender by grade intesaction. Significant levels of
acceptane weresetat p < 05,

Sigruficant Aflerences wore tound between the use of verbs in the
present pastlenas caliegory for males (9 12) and for temales (6-9).
The use: of this cateqory de-clined in relation 1o the yue of the other
tense ( shegories,

There was no dfference botween the yue of the future tense

calegory betwesn grade levels and there was no yrade by gender
interaction,

Significant differences were found between the une of verbs in the
perfect tense category for males (9-12) and for females (6 3). The use
of this category increased during these periods.

y The stidy did not confirm the sequence of tense acquisition found
v _al language development I did affirm that in writing, as in
E lC :ch, the perfect tenses are exhibited after the primary tenses.

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

CONSTRUCTIVE FEEDBACK FOR EVALUATING STUDENT
WRITING Order No. DAB8229384

HaLLoRAN, JoserH EOwaRro, 1, PH.D. The University of North Carolina
at Chapel Hill, 1982. 173pp. Supervisor: Dr. R. Sterling Hennis

This study was an attempt! to determine if a method of providing
written constructive feedback on student essays would both improve
the evaluations of student writing achievement and reduce the
workload of teachers providing that feedback more than the
conventional technigue of a detailed critique of student essays by
teachers. The experimental technique consisted of general teacher
comments aimed at improving the student's next essayand a
checklist of major strengths and weaknesses of the evaluated essay.
The conventional technique consisted cf teacher comment
addressing the major weaknesses of the evaluatgd essay and
correclion symbols annotated in the margin of the student's essay.

The reseacher compared these two technigues using 500
freshman students and thirty-seven teachers at the United States
Military Academy. These students wrote a series of essays during
their second semester of freshman composition instruction and
received both techniques of feedback. A classic experiment design,
incorporating a pretest and post-test, was the basis for determining
the answer to the first part of the study's putpose. Tabulation of
grading times by the thirty-seven teachers was the basis for
answering the second part. A multitactor experiment with repsated
measures on the same elements was the basis for the analysis of
variance, with significance at the .01 jevel.

The statistical results obtained during this study indicate that the
experimental technique of written constructive feedback cn student
essays does both improve evaluations of student writing achievement
and reduce teacher workload more than the conventional feedback
technique. This study, therefore, suggests that the use of precise,
encouraging, constructive feedback techniques is feasible in a
composition curriculum and probably should not be ignored in any
examination of composition evaluation alternatives.

THE WRITING PROCESS WORKBOOK: A PURPOSE.
ORIENTED CURRICULAR DESIGN FOR FRESHMAN
COMPOSITION Order No. DAB306141
KNoOT, ELLEN ANDREWS, DA, Carnegie-Mellon University, 1982.
212pp. Director: Dr. Linda Flower

This study presents a curricular design, The Writing Process
yVorkbook, which has three goals: (1) to introduce students to what
is known about the writing process by involving them directly in
exercises which illustrate the process and provide writing practice;
(2) to make students more confidentin their ability to handie new
writing situations by providing purpose-oriented instruction instead of
the more commonly used modes approach; (3) to provide for
repetition of learning and growth in writing skills by structuring
assignments cyclically so that each assignment builds on what
students have learned before. The study includes an analysis of both
the aims and the modes approach to writing and discusses the
sdvantages of the aims approach. Detailed teaching plans for the
courses taught during the study are provided as is an evaluation of
student attitudes toward the course and the results of objective,
holistic grading of their pre- and post-course essay papers. Thig
evaluation revealed a significant improvement between pre. and post-
course scores for two of the three groups taught, but no significant
difference in the essays of the experimental and control groups. The.
attitude surveys, on the other hand, showed significant differences
between the groups. The experimental group felt their instruction was
much more helpful in writing situations outside the English class than
did the control group, and they showed a greater willingness to adjust
writing to suit purpose and audience. In conclusion, the study showed
that while both groups improved their writing skills equally, the
experimental group had a more pesitive attitude about their
instruction, specifically as it related to adjusting to differences in
writing situations.




AN INVESTIGATION OF THE REVISING PRACTICES OF
COLLEGE FRESHMAN WRITERS OrderNo. DA8301527

MayNOR, Louise Cummings, Ep.D. Duke University, 1982. 107pp.
Supervisor: Michael L. Michlin

This study investigated the revising practices of college freshman
writers. Results indicated that there are significant differences
between good and poor writers based on their revision of successive
drafts of an essay. All writers made changes in their drafts, but good
writers made more changes than did poor writers. Good writers made
significantly more word, phrase, and clause leve! changes and
significantly more addition, deletion, and reduction/coordination
operation changes than did poor writers. When these variables were
subjected to separate multiple regression analyses, clause level
changes and deletion operation changes emerged as the strongest
predictors of quality. Good and poor writers were also differentiated
by the length of their essays. There was no significant difference
between the qualily of the essays of the class using a checklist and
the class not using a checklist prior to revision. Bridwell's
classification scheme was a useful and effective tool for coding the
structural changes writers made during revision.

Two classes of college freshmen wrote and revised an essay in
three consecutive class periods. One class used a revision checklist
prior to rewriting the final draft. The other class revised without the
use of a checklist. The two drafts and Prewriting notes were collected.
The final drafts were evaluated by three coilege English instructors
who rated them as high, middle, or low quality. Changes made
between the two drafts were then compared, coded, and counted,
using Bridwell's classification scheme. The essays were categorized

a3 good or poor quality, and their writers were designated as good or
poor writers respectively. Frequencies were tabulated to describe the
general characteristics of the revisions. Analyses of variance were
used to examine the effect of the revision checklist and the
differences between the good and poor writers by revision level

changes, operation changes, and differences in average essay length.

Multipie regression analyses were conducted to understand more
clearly the effects of levels and operations on quality.

THE EFFECTS OF FORMAL REVISION IN AN ENRICHED
COMPOSING ENVIRONMENT ON COMPOSING
IMPROVEMENT OF COLLEGE-BOUND HIGH SCHOOL
SENIORS OrderNo.DA8307958

Newwan, Jerrie McGrew, E0.D. University of Pennsytvaria, 1982
179pp. Adviser: Dr. Allan A. Glatthorn

The purpose of this study is to test the assumption that formal
revision through second and third drafts, required by the teacher, is
necessary to improve the composing skills of high school, college-
bound seniors.

Sixty-eight Philadelphia high school seniors, in three classes, were
the subjects. One class of students who had electad the English
Enrichment course was designated the Revisers and taught that the
teacher valued revision and that revision was necessary to improve
skills. They were required to revise papers nine times during the
sixteen week experiment and were given extra-credit for successful
revisions. The second English Enrichment class. Non-Ravisers, were
not taught to value revision nor required to revise. Identical curricula
were used in both classes. including much pre - writing, teaching, peer
and teaching evaluation The Control class of non-college bound
seniors were taught grammar and literature, but no composing
processes.

Pre- and posttests, administered all three classes, were scored by
two experienced teachers. An analysis of covariance showed a
significant improvement of the two experimental classes over the
control class, but no significant difference in the improvement of the
revisers over the non-revisers. The non-revisers had improved slightly
mare than the revisers. A series of t-tests showed no significant
difference in improvement in writing between revisers and non.
revisers in audience awareness, fluency, number of paragraphs, or
between males and females. A series of chi-squares showed no
significant relationship within the revising class of skill ievel and
degree of revision done on the nine interventions; improvement in

ing and degree of revisions done; improvement in writing and

Q
E MC Jes assigned.

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

The one difference observed between the revisers and the non-
revisers occurred in reported behavioral patterns of composing and
future composing. The four revisers who had improved the most and
the four non-revisers who had improved the most were interviewed by
telephone. Revisers all reported that they would use revision in writing
future papers; no non-revisers reported the intent to use revision.
None of the eight reported having used revision prior to the
experimental period

DEPENDENCY ANALYSIS AS A TOOL FOR TEACHING
WRITING OrderNo. DAB301504

PuiLLIPS, ALISON CHARLES, JR., PH.D. University of Virginia, 1982,
135pp.

Composing is a recursive process that alternates with planning
and revision. Animplication is that feedback during writing may be
more useful than criticism of the finished product. This study used a
structura! description called dependency analysis to give students
feedback in a tutorial situation. Dependency analysis identifies the
coordinate and subordinate relations among propositions and
exposes the faulls in the hierarchical structure of a discourse.

This exploration in using dependency analysis demonstrates some
ways in which it can be an effective tool for teaching writing.
Dependency analysis can be effective because it shows an order of
priorities in revising an essay, it reveals how the qualitative effects of
an essay are related to its structure, and it shows writers how to
control the effects of their discourse by deliberately altering this
structure. it can be an effective tool not only because it reveals the
faults in organization, but also because it emphasizes the differences
in the density of texture. Dependency analysis may be too time
consuming to use with individuals, but it can be used for Class
demonstrations, and may be most useful with prospective teachers of
writing because it helps to convey the idea of a strong hierarchy as a
model of organization and shows teachers what to look for in
evaluating the organization of a paper.

This exploratory study used a single subject experimental design
with six students divided into two groups with different treatment
periods. Each subject wrote five papers which were svaluated jointly
by two judges who rank ordered them within subjects and rated them

between subjects. The evaluation procedure was based on
Christensen and Christensen's method of structural description which
decribes the same hierarchical structures that are made explicit by
dependency analysis.

The results showed that dependency analysis has an immediate
and significant effect with poor writers who do not have effective
strategies for organizing their papers, but that it takes longer for
better writers to assimilate the strategy into their established ways of
generating and organizing text.

AN INVESTIGATION OF THE REVISION PRACTICES OF
COMPETENT STUDENT WRITERS WRITING RESEARCH
PAPERS IN A FRESHMAN COMPOSITION COURSE AT A
COMMUNITY COLLEGE Order No. DAB304816

RamiG, JANE REDWINE DEnnis, PH.D. Georgia State University - College
of Education, 1982. 139pp.

Purpose. The purpose of this study was to describe the revising
practices of a group of competent student writers enrolled in g
required freshman English composition course at a community
college. Specifically, the study was designed to provide information
about numbers and kinds of revisions these students made; to
determine whether a relationship existed between writing
apprehension ievel and numbers and kinds of revisions made; and to
acquire information about these students’ concepts, attitudes, and
concerns regarding revision.

1y




Meihods and Procedures Revisions made in rough draft copies of
30 research papers comprised of the best 8 papers in each ol §
composition classes, as judged by individual instructors of these
classea, were individually counted, then ¢lasaified and rocorded
according to a revismon classification schema (¢ aigloy & Witte, t081)
Apprsheansion toward wiiting scores (Daly & Milles, t975) wore
obtained for each student, and total numbar of tovisions and numbay
per 100 words of each subject's drafts were used to calculate
cotretation coatficionts In depth interviews with lour subjecta i the
study wera conductod to elicit information about thelr ravision
concepts, attitudes, concoina, and practices.

Resuits. Analysis of research papers ievoaled the (ollowing mean
number of revisions per 100 words « 3 2, avorage total number of
revisions = 105 lor drafts of papen s averaging 3,923 waords A total of
73% of studenta’ rovision s surface, prodominantly meaning-
preserving changos Apprehension toward wiitng and numbor and
kinds of revisions across all drafts appear not to be positivaly
covelated (r « 22, w 16, respoctively, for apprehonsion Ztotal
revisions and approhension/rovisions por 100 words) Intorviews with
students about ievision conoborated data obtamed through use of
Faigley and Wille's scheme.

Concluslons It appears that students in this study, judgod by their
instructors 10 be competent wiiters, do notrevise Lo synthesize ideas
or find new monning in the process of wiiling tesearch j.apois in a
freshman composition course, as revealed by analysis of revisions

and interviews For thom, apparetly covision is not, as the moaning of

the word suggests, a re vision but rather a tending to surface or
oditorial matters. Supporting previous research un tovision, evidence
hore suggests that students’ greatost concern as they ravise is word
choice.

A WRITING AS PROCFSS MODFL AS A MEANS FOR
IMPROVING COMPOSITIONS AND ATTITUDES TOWARD
COMPOSITION IN THE HIGH SCHOOL Order No. DABIO160S

SCANNFLLA, ANTHONY M oD Rutpors Un/ml:.lry The State U of New

Jersey (New Brunswick), 1982 148pp  Chairporson Janet Fmig

The purpose of ths Lty was to test the effectiveness of a writing
838 process model ax a teaching approach

The popuialion ¢ onsisted of 121 ninth and tenth grade students
All the students were volunteos and ¢ame from thioe differont
schools in three different school disticts In each school, two
Clasaroom groups were selected, and these were expenmontal and
control groups on a random bams xponmental groups 1ecoived
instruction in the wi ihng A% process method, control groups recoived
instruction in treaditonal methods In goeneral, all students participated
ware charactenzed as hvernge to above average in scholnstic abulity

For aswesmment purpones, students subnufted expository and
Creative wrting samplos (s ored holistic ally), and thry were given two
standardized tests the Test of Witten Finghsh Fxpression and the
Frg King Attitude Scntn An analyss of cavanance (ANCOVA) was
used lo compare posttest xcomres based on ench subject's prior lovel
of achievement (o atbiuides) and ta provide a means for adpunting for
any lack of equivaleng o between Groups since antact clhisses were
used

Atthe end of the study, gainsn expotitory witing skalls woere
observed tor expenmental roups in two of the achools There wore
no signiicant differens -os bistwer s students m the expetnmental and
conlrol groupm in any of the high scaoals in the amount of yamn in
tieative witing or in knowledge o grammse and usage

However, statistic ally sagoific ant Qams wore found in each ol the
subtents of the [ g King Attitude Sk nle for expermental grougis in
each of the s¢ hooly in thiy study Overall, the control groups showed
L alight decioment in these same subitests of mtitudes toward wiiting

Thesesults of this study Provided some evidence of groater
imgovement in studonty’ expostory wiiting skifls and in students’
attitudes toward wiiting as a tesult of the writing as process teaching
apgproach The tole of futaro reweare h should b (n) toturther
Investigate the valdity of the whling as process teaching approach
and (1) 1o establish whether of oot 4 ores tepatted on the | nug King
Attitude Scale are ielated to aubmequent writing behaviors and gaing
In writing shilis
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PRINITD TEXT, TALKED BOOK, AND ABSTRACTION
LADDER: A STUDY OF HOLISTIC PERSPFCTIVE

Otder No. DARAZ2 714 .
Sormartn Lynn Hinny, DA State Unicorsity of Now Yotk at Albany,
10RD 1U0pp

Thi stody sttempled Lo answer the tollowing question Would the
mtegration of a talked book imto e wnting pros ess el in an
moreased amount of conrete matenal in stodent Cxpositnly essays
and aloan a stronger it between abstiacbion and condretion? To
anvvwer this question, the expenmenter dewagned and thught two
sectong of g s hman composation coutse One sed Lion w.as eaposed
o atalked book The other s ion wae, expesed toa typec o hat
comparable prmted text The expenimenter attempted to Tuold all other
vartables constant The data generated by hese two e, was
analy sed state oy and threagh a case stidy The toualts, wete as
follows (1) Wheny all the membieecs, of both Classes wenp ¢ onndored,
astatist al analysis of the data showed that the use of a talked hoopk
does not generate asagmihcantly tngher amount of conc rele matenal
than that generated by the use of s ponded tead (2) However, whan
unly those students who began the couraes with law ¢ one relion scores
were contadered, a stabisdi al analysas of the datn tevendod that the
ditf erenc ¢ between the post test mean Concielion se ores of those
studentin the tatked book chaceand the post test meaun « uncielion
seoren of those students in the ponted lextclass tsaches, near
aignificance This result strongly sagyesds that, for these Low RCOHNG
wtudentsy, the use of g tatked hook does generate mote (ontete
madenal than the use of a ponted text (3) A Caee atudy of wim
stndentt three from the talked book o beas and Baee §rom the printed-
text L, showed no differend es n il or natternmg that ¢ ould be
attnButed Lo eather the use of a tatked bosk o the use of apiinted
lext (4) This same cnse study tevealed that student wiiling, no mattor
what medium the students were exposed to, tended to developin a
slow, uneven proprexsion from overly aimplified papers fitfed with
tead levol abstracting towards ¢ umplex and strongly patterned

axsnys Implhi ationg tor theory tenching, and fuither toseaich wete
added and explored

A VALUES CLARIFICATION COMPONENT OF FRESHMAN
COMPOSITION OrderNo. DABIOG 148

THOMPSON, MaraOmir A B, D A Carnegle Mellon Uniersity, 1082
149

Purpose This dissentation s an appliod curticulum desmgned to
cause students (1) 1o make moral decisions, (2) to exprons their
dec onn in expasitory prose, and {(3) to persuade the audience that
aparticulnt decimon is both approptrinte and preforrable to other
possible chaicen The purpose of the course, to teach valuey
claritic ation and lagic at decision making, is, of cowrae, a humaniatic
mission in the general annae of "raming to a level of conaciousness
the individual's porsonal valuyes system in which human intorests,
values and dignity are of ; portance as in motal judgemonts *

Mathod Thave drawn on the values clanfication strategieos of
social scientisty, leaning heavily on Howad Kitschenbaum and
Lawrenco Kohlherg, and the logical docision making techniques
dencribed by Stophen Thomas to complete this cutnculum, as well as
twenty yours' exporinnce ax a composition instructor in A Junior
College Hete | recognred the curriculum limitations impiosed by
open admssions, focus on *practical” oducation, and numerous non-
curticular vagarios that atlect courae aelections

The unigue dosign of the course is i incarpotation of onginat
dilemma case studies as moral problems where one positive value
compolon with another positive value

Scope. Thin dissortation responds to these constraints by using
tha thotoric courne an a menns of Introdieing humanist values in an
appraptinte setting, that is, withun a compatible, requnred course Both
studont and facuity can complete the curnt v ulum without nignificant
changos invither's expected work lorg and with little additional
propatation tar the instructor Includ < are a rationaln, historic
background, genoral atrategy, constraints, methods and materinla,
and a qualitative assessment of rosuity | think it will ba helptul o
othars who, like me, enter the "tac hnological” classroom of the 80's
committed to developing both the moral maturity and the vocational
skills of the student




BEYOND SENTENCE COMBINING: A CONSIDERATION OF
MOTIVATIONAL AND DEVELOPMENTAL FACTORS IN
COLLEGE COMPOCITION TEACHING OrderNo. DAB310874

WoODWORTH, Ma RGARET KEMMER, PH.D. Puroue University, 1982.
J76pp. Major Professor: Thomas E. Gaston

Research surrounding the efficac:s of sentence combining as a
technique tor improving the quality of student writing reveals that
while the technique is highly successful in accelerating linguistic
development of elementary and secondary school students, it
8ppears to be less suitable for improving the overall quality of college
students’ writing. This apparent discrepancy is investigated in order
to extrapolate those pedagogical features of sentence combining
which account for its success, and subsequently, to apply themto
broader rhetorical skills more appropriate to college level writing.

The sequential nature of the instruction, the repetition of
exercises, the specific goal orientation of the technique, and its
coincidence with the natural finguistic development of younger
st. ents are shown to contribute substantially to its effectiveness
Among the disadvantages of sentence combining, however, are its
limited goals and the failure of such drill-like instructior to coincide
with older students’ natural development.

An anaiysis of the developmental stages of college students
feveals that this age group is highly motivated by a desire for
maturation, including association with the adult community's values
and behavior. In general, learning is limited to that which seems to
Mmee! the perceived needs of the students themselves, and therefore
&cceleration of their development can best be accomplished by
allowing them freedom to determine their own goals through creative
inquiry procedures. :

A program designed to accommodate these needs, lo capitalize
on the integrative motivation inherent at this stage of deveiopment.
and, at the same time, to incorporate the positive features of sentence
combining might logically be expected to accelerate the linguistic
developrient of college students. Results of a limited field test
suggest that such a program of instruction did .._celerate linguistic
development and also general intellectual development, substantiall.s
improving the overall quality of student writing. Such instruction _an
also provide students with amethod for continually reassessiry
direction of their linguistic growth and finding solutions tc an ever-
changing set of rhetorical probiems.
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