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make information on relevant dissertations available to users of the ERIC system.
Monthly issues of Dissertation Abstracts Intermational are reviewed in. order to

compile abstracts of dissertations on related topics, which thus become accessible
in searches of the ERIC data base. Ordering information for the dissertations
themselves is included at the end of the bibliography.
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THE EFFECT OF QUESTIONING AND REREADING UPON subject had ";@g‘““‘g"’“m On treatment days, subjects in both

experimental iti -assessme
COMPREHENSION OF WELL-FORMED AND GOAL-DELETED guide, and a camprcﬁgzgﬁac: :::? (Sh:b?‘é:ﬁ the cu?\lfr;lrgggz;tgion
STORES 8Y BOTH GOOD AND POOR READERS received a pre. sscessment follovied by a comprehension test.
Order No. DAB305450 Following the tréatments, subjects’ reading comprekEnsion was

assessed by a Postlest, paralle! in format to the Protest.

ApELmAN, PAMELA KoZoLL, Pu.D. N°""“"”"'" University, 1882, The results indicated that (1) students who ysed reading guides

169pp. . evtdencgd higher comprehengibn seores than students who did not
The purpose of this dissertation is to determine whether questions use reading guides; (2) Interlocking and Noninlerﬁ)cking reading

placed after a story can facilitate and/or assess the inferential . guides did not difler in their eflect on students’ reading

process. It was predicted that questions alone would not be comprehension, (3) reading guides did not diferenfially affect

facilitative unless information could be accessed by rereading, but tludents of varying reading abilities; (4) students who yged reading

questions alone would eflectively assess inferences made during . Quides evidenced greater transfer than students who did not use

camprehension. reading guides.
To test these predicffons, the combination of questioning and .

rereading was compgred both to questioning alone angto rereading *

alone. Two types of questions were used: schema and factual.

Schema questipas were to elicit Information considered critical to a

coherent sepiresentation of the text; factual questions were to elicit .
understanding of specific concepts within the text. Two variables RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN PLACEMENT AND PRESENTATION

L

|~ “€onsidered In the study were story structure and reading ability. OF LEVELS-OF-COMPREYENSION GUIDES AND READING
t;rhta subjects of the study were 120 third grade children. Each o COMPREHENSION _ Ordér No. DAB301623
subject read two stories from a widely used basal reader series. :
read either a well-formed or goal-deleted version of cach story. ggg' BeLL, V. LAWRENCE, Pu.D. Syuk 5@ University, 1882. 132pp.
average and poor readers were divided equally into four treatment The purpose of this study was 1o Investigate three assumptions
groups. In all conditions, subjects recalled the stories twice. The Herber (1978) has made concerning his levels-of-comprehension
conditions varied from the contre! group in tqrms of whether guides. The guides are one component of Herber's Instructiona)
questioning and/or rereading of the text occurred between the two Framewark for teaching reading in the coAtént areas. They are
recalls. Subjects were tested as a group; however, each subject was constructed by the teacher and presented to the students to guide
allowed to proceed at his/her own rate. their reading and thinking at the literal, interpretive, and appiled lsvels
The results indicated that questions alone did not facilitate of comprehension. The assumptions investigated in this study
inferential processing, but were very effective in assessing diflerences included:” (1) presenting the literal-teve! guide to students before they
In comprehension of implied information. The resuils further read a selection facilitates comprehension better than presenting the
demonstrated that rereading had a significant impact on guide after the stydents have read the selection, (2) guiding students
comprehension, particularly for poor readers, becauss it embellished through all three leve!s of comprehension has a cumulative eflect and
representations. However, rereading did not restructure facilitates comprehension at the applied leve! better than guiding
representations of the stories. The combination of questioning and -«  Students at tha literal levals only, and (3) guiding students through all
rereading was very effective in enhancing comprehension of good thuee lsvals of comprehension aids the students in synthesizing the
‘readers, thus demonsirating the value of combining questions and details and ideas from the materisl with thelr prior knowledpe which In
rereading in classroom instruction. Additionally, the results confirmed turn aids fong-term retentioh.
the importance of well-formed stories in order for accurate Six 8th-grade intact social studies classes (N = 158) were
comprehension to occur. randomly assigned &s six Ueatment groups. On the firs! day sl six

groups received a preparation phase which included developing

some of the concepts and vocabulary to be studied. On the second
@ day of the study three groupa received the literal-level gulde before
reading the selection and the students responded {0 the statements
while they read the 2,500 word passage. Three groups read the

THE EFFECT OF INTERLOCKING AND NON.INTERLOCKING selection and then completed the literal-level guide. All groups

READING GUIDES ON THE TEXT COMPREHENSION OF discussed the guide in small groups after which a 10-item literal-tevel
ELEVENTH GRADE ENGLISH STUDENTS multiple-choice test was administered. On the third day four groups
Order No. DAB307708 completed and egllscuasod' the lnte';przive-lovel guide. Two of the
. . groups engaged in nonrelated activities but afl groups completed the
AnmsTnong, Diane P., Pu.D. The University of Tolodo, 1082. 136pp. 10-item interpretive-level testyOn the fourth dlygtwongroump ed
Many secondary students have difficulty comprchending thelr completed and discussed the applied-leve! gulde. The remaining four
textbooks. While strategies have been developed to halp students groups engaged in nonrelated aclivities. An 8-item applied-level test
improve their comprehengion, a review of the literature revealed that was administered 1o all groups. Seven days after the applied-leve! test
mosot of these otrategies have not been validated. Although the use of was administered, the 28 items from the tests en daya two through
roading guides is theoretically sound, research vafidation is lacking. four were administered in a random order. The threo dependent
“s, The primary purpose of thig invedtigation was to determine the - variablesused to test the thres assumptions included: (1) immediate
"~gflec(s) of interlocking and noninterlocking reading guides on iteral-leve! test, (2) immediate applied-leve! test, and (3) delayed
~...18(8ing comprehengion. Related questions included a eomparison of applied-level test. . . . (Author's abstract exceeds stipulated maximum
the diflerentiatefiocts of isterlocking and noninterlocking M“«semtinm héis wih permission of author JUMI
ary

guides, the eflects of both typas of guides on atude .
reading abilitieg. and the issuc of lmnsf/ .
Sixty-nine subjects were drowntrsim three eleventh grade English \ .

clagses, all taught by the same teacher A ono-way ANOVA on the -

subjeets’ Ohio QSurvgy Reading Scores revealed that the classes dig TRAINING WITH FO\QED-CNNCE CLOZE TASKS

not difler in terms of reading ability. Each class was randomly ] OrderNo. DA8304443

assigned to ona of three lreplmenls: Experimental Group I- D156ELL, LAURICE VANDERMER, Pu.D. The-University of Michigan, 1982,

noninlerlocking reading guides; Exparimantal Group II--interlocking 150pp. Chairman: Donald E*P. Smith

reading guides; the Contro! Group--no reading guides. Al reading ' ’ nl

ability levels were represented in each condition. The eloze procedure has been considered an eflective means of

Questions for a Pre- and Poatiest were calected from two short .. .providing Instructional cues for improving reading comprohension

stories conlained inthe subjects’ anthologies. Rending guides and while the reader is engaged in the reading act. However, the resoarch

comprehengion tests were baced on celected chapters from resulls have been disappointing. This study was designed to oxplore

Steinbeck’s The Grapos of Wrath. The study was conducted over a the efficacy of a modified cloze task, cailed Force-Choice Cloze, In

period of soven weokd, A Protest was administeredfo determine each improving reading comprehension (as measured by commonly used

subjeet’s intial reading comprehiension atility. Feurteen treatments reading tests), when compared to more conventional methods (Cloze

were then administered en every other instructional day. Prior to each tasks and passages with Multiple-Cholice Questions).

" Q cnt, apro-asscsoment was administered 1o determine if each Three sets of training materials were constructed from the same
ERIC - - passages and were accompanisd by a sot of feedback conditions.

. 6 P ] '
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Eighty-one entering college students deficient in reading skills were

randomily assigned within classes to the thiee treatments.
Between-groups difterences in parformance on the treatment

exercises favored the Forced-Choice Cloze qnaterials. Aithough
standard analyses showed no diflerences on total scores derived from
the test instruments, correlational evidence between scores on the
exercises and gain scores on sublests, by group, suggested
differences which were specific to particular comprehension skills.

Plotted scores pointed to the eflects of the relationship between
= treatment and feedback received. The evidence led to the following

conclusions: (1) Whether or not there are differential effects of

“training as measured by the tes! instruments on the global skifl of

reading comprehension s not resoived by this study, (2) The task

‘constraints and the accompanying feedback conditions of the
Forced-Cholce Cloze materials influence gains in reading efficiency.
(3) Training using Forced-Choice Cloze tasks produces improvement
in tests measuring words:in-context and vocabutary, a positive effect
on &8 component of the reading process, rather than improvement on
the globai skill. (4) The Cloze tasks and the Multiple-Choice tasks
substantially improve neither the global skill, words-In-context, nor
vocabulery,

It alms‘pms likely that the feedback conditions produced a
differential effect, either reinforcing (for Farced-Choice Cloze tasks
and Muiliple-Choice tasks) or punishing (for Cioze tasks) when the
feedback received Is related to accuracy as well as spesd.

-

AN INVESTIGATION OF THE COMPREHENSION MONITORING
ABILITIES DF TENTH GRADERS OrderNo. DAB308178
Foro, Jerfrey CLanence, Eo D. Univorsity of Georgia, 1982. 134pp.
Director John E Readence

The purpsse of this study was to examine the comprehengion
monitoring abilities of tenth graders of average reading ability on
several measured\ Subjects read three passages representative of
social studses lext material. Two of the passages contained main idea
information that confiicted with the gist of the paragraph in which it

was placed Subjects were randomly assigned to one of two treatment

groupgs Cne group received instructions to read the passages with g
general edilonal purpose, and the other'group received instruclions
that cued them to the possible presenge of inconsistent information in
some of the passages After reading each passage. all subjects rated
the comprer‘%ns-bmly of each passage. angwered ning literal-level -
comprehensidn questions for each passage. and rated thej,.
conlidence in the accuracy of each anawer. Fipﬂlrx,ﬂmbjects rated
the utility of two lists of reading strategien. Thegfalegies in one list
were-designed 1o help readers keep trachk of the state of their
understanding. white those in the other list were designed to remedy
comprehension failure when it occurs. Two stralegies which did not
aid in comprehension monitoring were added to each list as foils.
Finally, sixleen gubjeclts were interviewed to determing their reasgns
tor selecling certain angwers to target comprehension questions,

The gtatistical data revealed no significant differences between
treatment groups on measures of comprehensibility, tetal number of
correCt responces to comprehension questions, and confidence in
the accuracy of answers The statistical data suggested that subjects
tended to begware of the accuracy of their answers fo the ’
comprehension qyestiong, and that subjects were more confident in
the aceuracy of iffeir answers to comprehension questions baced en
the passages that they rated as easy to understand.

The interview datla.suggested that few subjects apparently noticed
the embedded inconsistencies, even though they idenlified the
information to justity their answers o the comprehongion questions,
and, in several caces, identified both bits of information involved in
the incongistency. Finally, the descriptive data from the lists of

‘reading stralegies suggestd that while subjects tended to be aware
of eflective sirategies for monitoring their comprehension, they may
not have used them independently when given a reading task.

ERIC .
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A STUDY OF DOCUMENTS TO MEASURE EARLY
ADOLESCENTS, TQEIR PIAGETIAN STAGES OF .
DEVELOPMENT, IQ LEVELS, AND THE INTERACTION OF
THESE AND‘OTHER\‘VARIABLES IN PREDICTING SUCCESS
ON A GRAMMAR TASK QOrder N6.0A8227442
Huoson, Tate Mason BrewsTer, PH D. The Univorsity of Akron, 1983,
196pp. :

This study examined a sample ot.ceventh grade students and an
entire eighth grade. The problem was to identily relationships
between Piagetian slages and academic achievement. A second part
of the study investigated the psychomelric properties of the
nstruments. Although in use, they were weak in validity and reliability.
A third part of the stody tested these properties. To accomplish
validation of An Inventory of Piagot's Developmontal Tasks,
frequencies were run lo show hierarchies of difficulty. A reordering of
subtests would produce a Gultman scale Faclor analysis revealed
that the test measures a developmental coatinuum which can be
broken into three stages, concrete, transitional, ang format
eperational Validation was demenstrated with g grammar task in
which momory was tested agains! abstract thinking. The grammar test

-was wrillon in bath kernel and tranciermational for ms. and a hierarchy
6! giflicully wan develoged to chow diflerences Task analysis was
also shown o be usetyl in analyzing degree of difficulty The tourth
part of the study tegied hypotheses concerning the importance of SeX,
Piagetian stage, and 1Q 1o academic success Adolescent judgment,
measured by Peel, would predict Pragetian stage Conclusions
indic ate thal at this age there is no difference in sex in predicting
Piagetian stage Migdle grade studenls can be assigned 1o groups
according 10 thoir Pugetian stage, which can predict grammar tegt
scores Slages also predict a significant amount of vanance
independent of 1Q A very important conclusion, not studied any place
else.lo date, reveals the impertanco of the inferaction of 1Q and otage
in predicling academic gyccess.

C'JjVHE EFFECTS OF INSTRUCTIONS TO IMAGE AND TESTIN'G

CONDITION ON RATE OF READING AND COMPREHENSION
QUESTION PERFORMANCE Order No. DAB308749

KeenE, BERNARD Jamcs, Eo.D Univorsity of Ma
; .Eo.D. 5 rylend, 1882. 14 .
Supervisor. Beth Davey o

The purpose of this gtud i j [

; y was lo investigate instructions to ima e
ard reingpection of prose for students not reading up to their abilitg
:};V(:;t'n a'ddm:_n. tho effects of instructions to image and reinspection

€ of reading, toxt-explicit, and text.implici i
ivostiguteq plicit question types were
Subjects for the Study were 144 tenth i
! grade students from sixteen
MD,h schools.lAll Subjeets scored stanine gix en the Cognitive Abilitiog
Test and stanine Iour on the reading cemprehengion section of the
lowa Tests of Bosie Sking. Subjects were assigned 1o trealment
groups baseq on the schoo! they attended The sixteen schools wore
randomly assigned to one of the following treatment Proupa
(l) Imagery instruction without inapection, (b) imagery instruction
with reinspection, (¢) no imagery instruction withoul reinspection,
and T(:) natlmagelary instruction with reinspection of text. '
e statistical precedures employed in this stud
y were four two.
way ANOVAs for the toltowing dependent variables (a) rate of -
reading, (b) text-oxplicit questions, () text-implicit questions, and
(d) 10tai questions corroct. A post-experignental qQuestionnaire was
gtven to su%xects to verily treatment cond ons. In addition, the
pearman-Brown lormula wag used to describe fiabili
finat tent instrument : the refiobilty of the
Within the !imilal)qns of this study, the tollowing conclugions were
formulated. (1) The findings tailed to show that imagery instructions
and reinspection infiyence Subjects’ performance on mulliple-cholce




quastion types.and rate of reading. (2) Data gatherad frogma post-
experimantal questionnaire revealed that the majority of tenth grade

“subjects reading below their ability leve! do appear to process ‘

" discourse according to the dual coding theory. (3) Although
instructions 1o image were not efiective, students who self-reported
using imagery performed better on the multiple-choice questions than
students who reported they did not use imagery.

Within the limitations of the sludy, the following implications for
instruction were given: (1) There appears to be no advantage or
disadvantage in instructing students to form images when the
comprehension measure is multiple-choice questions. '

(2) Instructions to image and reinspection will no? necessarily r
in increased reading tipe. y result

THE INFLUENCE OF STAGING ON CHILDREN'S
COMPREHENSION OF*EXPOSITORY DISCOURSE
Order No. DA8229395

Kiaux, E. RusseLLPH.D. The Univorsity of North Carolina at Chapel
Hill, 1982. 148pp. Supervisor: William S. Palmer

This study investigated the eflects sf staging on children's
comprehension of expository text. Staging is a construct which
identifies the prominence of ideas in discourse. A staging andlysis
consists of (a) identifying the topic and its camment within sentences,
(b) distinguishing oid information from new information betwesn
sentences, and (c) using slaging rules (Clements, 1976) to combing
these distinctions into a hierarchy. with height representing degree of
prominence.

Subjects were 40 sixth-graders stratified by reading ability and
selected randomly. Target passages were extracted from grade:-level
classroom textbooks (social studies and science). Predictions were
that information staged high is better recalled than information staged
low and male subjects recall mGie information than iemale subjects.

The notational system of Tierney, Bridge, and Cera (1978-1978)
was used lo represent the semantic base of both the targel passages
and subject protocols. Recall scores were determined‘by comparing
{he presence or absence of concepts and relations in the protocola to
the text base. i )

Resulls revealed that subjects recalled information staged high
better than information staged low. Only the mean recall score of
female subjects on the social studies passage failed to be significant
olatistically (p > .05), aithough the moan score was in the predicled
direction. No significant differences were found between the mean
recall scores of male and femalo subjects nor between the mean
recall scores of goed and poor readers. Interest in content and
background knowledge of subjects had littie efiect on resulls.
Between passages, however, authors' rhetotical decisions, content,
and staging patterns aflected the quantity of propositional recall.

Findings indicate that staging axerts a strong influence on
children's comprehension of expository discourse. With a staging
analysis, it becomes passible to determing which ideas in discourse
sixth-graders are likely to recall and not recall. Staging affects the
comprehensian of commercially preduced textbooks and it influcnce
is present across content. ’

This study questions the recency and mid-passage eflects of seriad .

position theory. It is suggested that authors can attenuate t

reader’'s receplive processing burden by olaging important
information high in thg text macrostructure, using propositional
overlap to relate new information to oid infarmation already slored in
memory.

PROCESS AND PRODUCT MEASURES OF COMPREHENSION
IN FORMAL TESTING AND INFORMAL READING-TO-LEARN
SITUATIONAL CONTEXTS Order No. DAB301162
McAuLirre, Sueia Rae, Eo D. University of Northern Colorado, 1982,
1§1pp.

Purpose of the Study. The purpose of this investigation was to
gather product and process data in order 1o Investigate the pougibitity
that product measures of standardized reading comprghension tests
miglako a competence for a performance measure,

Procedures. Farty students in College Reading and Study Skilla
"'Q" 6 were Invoived in two different comprehension events: (a) a
E l Cnrdized comgrehergslcn test setting, and (b) an informal

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

reading-to-learn setting. There were asked to report comprehension
strategies that they had used in each setting.] -

A case study investigation was conductedto investigale the
comprehension processing ofsix students of the originat 40 placed at
the Nelson-Denny third and seve:th stanines to see if and how thalr
comprehension processes diflered \Background was-assessed In
taped pre-reading interviews. Interest was rated after reading.
Students' retellings were analyzed and compared for ratings of
interest and background. ™\

Treatment of Data. Comgrehension scores for Nelson:Denny
passages were compared for informat and formal seftings by using a
tlest for difference between two correlated sabples.

The frequencies af students identitying factors of comprehension
used in the two setfings were compared through the application of
chi-square.in lesting the significance of diflerence between
proportions. , .

Pearson r was used to test carrelation between Nelson-Denny
scores from the formal setling and written retelling scores from the
informal sefting. . .

Propositional analysis was used lo explore possible trends and
differences of practical significance in comprehension processing

‘betlween sludents placed at the third and seventh stanine of the

Nelson-Denny.

Conclusions. (1) Students seemed betier able to comprehend in
an informal setting. (2) Reported use of pyrsonal strategies and
background during comprehension was higher in the informal setting.
(3) Expected frequency of error was high when predictions of
comprehending abilities in informal settings was based on lormal test
scores. (4) Formal ccores based on multiple choice questons often
misjudged sludents’ abilities to comprehend. (S) The relationship
between interest and background and numbers of propositions
recalled was generally positive. (6) Students at the third stanine often
scored better in informal settings than students at the seventh staning
when they had higher interest or background ratings.

THE EFFECTS OF ADJUNCT QUESTIONS ON PROSE
COMPREHENSION IN HIGH VOCABULARY/LOW
COMPREHENSION HIGH SCHOOL STUDENTS

OrdorNo. DAB305937

McEaov, Berty J,Ep D. Univorsity of San Froncisco, 1882 508pp.
Chairpergon: S. Alan Cohen

Statomont of the Problom. In this study the relationship between
rcaqi g cemprehension and adjunct questions was examined.
Spetifically, six types of questioning techniques were asoessedto
detormine the relative effect of each on higher-level cognilive
procensing in high schoo! students who have higher vocabulary
scores than comprehension scores. To test the optimal eflect of cach
questioning strategy six prase seloctions were modified to
accommodate the insertien of low-order and high-order quedtions
throughout each colection. The gix strategics were: (1) pre-passage
low-order questions; (2) poot-passage low-arder qucstions, (3) pre-
passage high-order questions; (4) post-pacsage high-order
Questiong, (5) combined low-order and high-order questions placed
beforc and after relevant passages, respectively; (6) no inserted
questions.

Procodures. The modified celections were adminislered to
seventy-two urban and seventy-two suburban high cehool students
whose reading lovels ranged from seventh to twelfth grade, as
measured by the Gates Mae Ginite survey, Forms E and F, and the
Stanford Diagnostic Teat, Blue Lovel, regpectively. After reading each
selection, the subjects were examined on the asmount of questioned
(intentisnal) and non-questioned (incidental) conlent retained.

Posttestresulls inthis6x 2 x 8 randomized block factorial design
were analyzed In a thres- way Analysls of Varianee of treatmen! eflect,
reading aplitude, and order-setection.

Results. In this study adjunet questions had no significant effect on

reading comprehension regardlens of placement (before or alter) or
typo (low-order and high-order) of question. Findings suggest that
question eflect was washed out by reading aptitude, seleglion
readability characteristics, study time consltraints, and the
arrangement of questions and contont on the name page.
Conclusions. (1) The arrangement of questions and contont on
the samo page Is not a relisble stimulus--control format for assessing
adjunct-question effect. Such a format makes } ditficult to dotormine
whether questions were resd as instructed. (2) Question eflectis a
function of reading aptitude, suitability of spesific questions to the

8 .




reader's hilily level, selection readability characteristics and study
time. (3) Instructional designers who use adjunct questions to
“facilitate meaningtul procecsing of written discourse may need to
consider age, grade level, and ethnicity, but may not need to consider
gender.

[ . %

THE_EFFECTS OF INSTRUCTION IN MENTAL IMAGERY AND
A MODIFIED CLOZE PROCEDURE ON READING
COMPREHENSION OrderNo. DA8307659
McGovenn, BeTTy Lou, Eo D. East Texas State University, 1982.
82pp. Adviser: Dr. Mary Jernigan

Purpose of tho Study. Thig study was designed to determine the
gffect ot instruction in mental imagery and a modified cloze procedure
n reading comprehengion. .

Procedure Ninety four sixth-grade students enrolled in language
s classesin Durant Middle School, Durant, Oklahoma, participated
the study. Using a random procedure, two groups were selecled to
rve asg experimental groups receiving instruction in mental imagery
addition 1o the prescribed basal reader, two groups were selected
sesve 4s experimental groups receiving instruction in a modified
—tloze procedure in addition to the prescribed basal reader, and one
oup was selected to serve as a control group, using only the
prlescribed basal reader. The study was conducted for a two-week
périod. .

The reading comprehension sub-tests of the Gates-Mac Ginitie
Roading Test, second edition, 1978, Level D, Forms 1 and 2, were
used as a pre- and post-test. The research design was an analysig of
cavariance with the pre test scores serving as a covariate. The .05
leiel of significance was used.

|

.

Findings. The results of the analyses were as follows. There were
ngj significnat d fferences between the adjusted post-test means of
mgntal imagery boys and control boys; mental imagery girls and
cohtrol girls, mental imagery boys and mental imagery girlg, mental
imggery boys and modified cloze procedure boys, modilied cloze
procedure girlg and control girls; modified cloze procedure boys and

" control boys, total mental imagery group and total control group,
madified cloze procedure boys and modified cloze procedure giris;
total modified cloze procedure group and total control group, total
menltal imagery group and modified cloze procedure group. The
adjifsted post-test mean of modified cloze procedure giris was
significantly different than the agjusted post-test mean of menta)
imggery girls. '

onclugions (1) Instruction in mental imagery had no significant
eﬂ%t on reading comprehension achievement (2) Instruction with a
medified cloze procedure had no gignificant effect on reading

» comprehension achievement of gixth-grade boys (3) Instruction with

a modified cloze procedure was significantly more effective in
imgroving reading comprehension with sixth-grade girla than
insteuction n mentalimagary

THE EFFECTS OF THE USF OF THE CLOZF PROCFDURE
EMPLOYING SINGILF WORD AND MULTIPLE SEQUENTIAL
WORD DELETION FORMAT ON READING COMPHREHENSION

Order No. DA8228193
Manrannos. Sam Antnont E0 D University pl San Francisco. 1982
112pp Chairperson Dr Joan Hyman

Traditionally the: close procedure utiizing single word deletion hag
Beern usedinre.earch as an asseqsment and instruc ional tool but
gome: of the Iiterature has indir ate-d that the single word detefion

procedure use remains essentially on the Iiteral level Thig study has
proposed a multiple word close procedure which demands that the
reader make evaluations cntical analyses synthesize the information
and draw conclusions :

A 2 x 2 mired expenmental design employing ANCOVA analyaes
was used with Wity tour fifth graders in a rural school of Rorthern
Caltorma The mixad de< gn allo wed compansons belween treatment

+@roups and testing condtions within groups

I The two indegendent varicbles ware (1) cioze detelion

lireatments and (2) tesling conditions Thg throe dependent varigblos

'""C}" (1) correct responces on the multiple werd detotion clozo tost
ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

(MWD), (2) correct responses on the single word deletion cloze test
(SWD), and (3) the Califorma Test of Basic Skitls (CTBS)
comprehension test.

Subjects were randomly assigned to one of the two treatment
conditions which consisted of twelve cloze passages using the
respective single or multiple word deletion format Subjects using the
MWD tasks did -significantly better in goneral comprehension

_ acquisition {measured by the CTBS), thereby supporting the major

’

-sludy-was to determine the eflectiveness of g

hypothesis of the study and the sequential redundancy model of
reading Two other hypotheces were uphe'd and another wag
directionally supported ‘
Traditienally, cloze pracedure has used sing!e}wark deletion, but
this study. which intfoduces a multiple word deletion procedu're,
found significant comprehension gamgfor the MWD group After
twelve classroom hours with this technique, students in the MWD
treatment group increased comprehensipn by seven months over the
SWD group It appears. then, that MWD is directly supported by the
paycholinguistic processes of reading theoruzed by Smith and
Goodman and supported by the respective cognitive processes
theorized by Osgood and Gagne

THE USE OR THE CLOZE PROCEDURE IN AFFECTING
READING cm\ﬁTr@faou AND THE ROLE OF A BUILDING
PRINCIPAL IN THE EXPERIMENTATION

OrderNo. DAB229296

Mariey, Beanano MicHaeL, Pu D Southern Minois Univoersity at
Carbondale, 1982 107pp Major Protessor Dr. William E Shelton

One of the main goals of the school principal is the improvement of
inatruction This study, made in the Nokomis {Ihnois) Elementary
Schools, was to further researchin what ways the principal couid
assist his staft n experimentation and program development in
remedial reading A second question was to
¢cloze procedure could increase reading comprehension .

The research design was a combination of experimental research
and normatve survey and anecdolal records

The expenmental part of the study involved students in second
through eighth grade who were academucally six or more monthg
behind in reading comprehension The expenimental group was given
a5et of thirty lessons over o fifteen week period involving the cloze
procedure as a means of improving comprehension gkills The control
group recejved regular instructions in the remedial pull out classes
bul no cloze lessong were given them

Each learner was administered a pre and posttest of the Science
Research Associates Reading Comprehension Subtest A f test was
applied 1d the resulls to determine the effectiveness of the cloze
Procedure .

The normative survey and use of anecdofl records part of the
ncipal in improving
tha ingtructional process through developmeM of a remedial reading
program by experimental study. :

The conclusions reached in this study were (1) a principal aftects
the educational program when he i5 actively involved in the
Instructional process, and (2) the cloze procedure did not prove to be
a significantly better method for improving reading comprehengion
than the methods presentl, used in the remedial reading program in
the Nokomiggehools - .

FACTORS RELATING TO DISSIMILAR READING ’
ACHIEVEMENT IN MATCHED SECONDARY SCHOOLS

Mannron, Jamie Patricia, Ep.D. University of Southern Calitornia,
1882. Chairperson: Professor Grayce Ransom -

P(oblom and Purpose. The problem was the growing concern over
reading achievement at thg secgndary level. The purpose wags to
invebtigate factors within a total secondary schoo! that may be rélated
to reading achiovemnent.

Procedure. The study was a descriptive research design uging an
ethnograghic approach to studying two matched secondary schools
with dissimilar reading achievement scores. The schools selecled
were malched for principatship stability, student body stability, and
socig-economic eguality. Wiilizing lists compiled by the Calitornia
Erate Deirtment of Education, schools which had scores above thelr

J '
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what extent the uge of the .




comparison score bands and ingreased their total reading scores
each year for the years 1975-75, 1977-78, and 197879 were matchad
against schools scoring below their comparison score bands and
decreasing in their tota! score each year over the same period of time.

Selected Findings. (1) Principals at both schools destribed
themselves as committed to reading instruction as a school priority.
(2) There were major differences in what administrative commitment
to reading consisted of at the two schools. (3) The nature of the
reading program at the ifcreasing schoo! was greaterin scope than
atthe decreasing one. (4) More books were ¢l out, on the
average, at the increasing school. (5) The incrlasing school ofiered
mare classes to accommodate reading le and stressed a Silent
Sustained Reading Period. The increasing school also conducted a
needs assessment and participated in more school-wide inservice.

Conclusions. {1) The principal's role and schoo!'s financial
commitment 1o reading instruction were related 1o reading '
achievement. (2) Reading achievement was higher in a schoo! with
(a) areading program of a broad scope, (b) an on-going inservice
program, (c) a tutoring program, (d) a higher usage of ‘the library by
the students. , v -

Recommondatiéﬁs. (1) The principal of the schoo! should use his
or her role to suppg reading instruction by defining the school's
reading instruction as a sghool-wide priority, (2) Each schoo! should
conduct a needs ascessment of how reading instruction is being
handled, and should encourage student use of the libraryf (3) The
eflects of content-area inservice on a school's total reading
achievement needs further rebearch exploration.

e -
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AN INVESTIGATION INTO MIDDLE SCHOOL STUDENTS'
KNOWLEDGE OF TEXTBOOK MET'ASTRUCTURE
OrderNo. DAB308180

MaTEJA, Joun Anorew, Pu D. Univorsity ol Goorgia, 1982, 242pp,
Director: John E Readenceo

This sludy attempted to provide answers for two questions. The
first involved finding the relation hetween students’ teve!s of
knowiedge of textbook metastructure and other measures of
functlioning The secand sought to diseern the strategies that
sludents pessessing different levels of knowledge cmplcyt? relative
to toxtbook metastructure,

One hundred and sixty nine sixth grade studénts were tested in
intact, homogeneous, content area classes during normat school
‘hours.-Quantitative data were collecled relative to students’
functisning on measures of textbook metastructure, reading
achievement, mathemalics achievement, grade point average, days of
attendanco, attitudes toward cschoo! subjects, and mental abilities.
Fallow-up atruclured interviews were conducled individually with 12
students to ascertain thg kinds of strategies employed in processing

. textbock melastructure.

Dajg from the dependent variable and the independent Gariables
were analyzed uging a multiple linear regression technique. In a
predetermined order, the six variables were entered into the estimated
lincar equation that was applied to the criterion meosure. Resulits
indicated a slatistically significant linear relation belween cores en
tha test of texibook metastructure and functioning on other measures,
Tho independent variables accounted for approximately 35% of the
variance of the scones on the depondent variable. However, only the

“achievement variable, i €., scores on the reading and mythematics
sublests. made statistically significant contributions to t%ggvediction
ef performance on the test of textbook metastry®luro. A rdduced
ntodel regression analysis revealed that those two factors accounted
for approximately 35% of the variance in the scores on the criterisn
measurp.

Verbal reports from selected subjects were uced to deseribe the
cegnitive processing strategies relative o textbook metastructure.
Students’ celf-reports indicated the utilization of strategies generatly
described ag being: (1) text-based (concrele), (2) text- and reader-
based (concrele and abstract), and (3) reader-baced (abstract).
Bireet relations appeared 1o exist between students’ levels of
knavicdgoe of lextbook metastructure and students' types of
prececsinpatralegies Changes in processing strategies occurred
vhen gludents experienced difficulties in recponding to new

information or gained insight from making connections between new *

ond eld infermation.

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

AN EXAMINATION OF ELEMENTARY PUPILS' ABILITIES TO

PERFORM CLOSURE AT VARIOUS CASE GRAMMAR

POSITIONS AT THEIR INDEPENDENT READING LEVELS
Order No. DAB227693

MiLLS, SHEILA ANN Buzas, Pu.D. The University of Toxas at Austin,

* 1882. 142pp. Supervisor: Thomas D. Horn

This study compared third-graders' and sixth-graders'
performance on cloze passages in which words werd Heleted at
random or on the bagis of case grammar category. There were 80
subjects in each group. The data were analyzed withih the framework
of a 2 x 2 x 2 factorial design. An analysis of variance wag performed
o compare group means.

The findings of this study include the foliowing: (1) sixth-graders
were superior 1o the third-graders in the performance of cloze, (2) all
subjects’ performance improved when case grammar position
deletions were utilized, (3) all subjects' performance was improved
when given the letter(s) representing the initial phoneme of the
deletet word, (4) when given the initigl letier{s) clue, the third-
graders’ performance on the case grammar condition approximated
that of the sixth-graders, and (S) the percentage of correct respanses
did not increase as a function of passage langg\.

Conclusions based on the study were as follows: (1) pupils
perform cloze with increasdd accuracy when the words deleted are .
selected by case grammar calegories, (2) the deletion of words based
on semantic calegories has a more facilitativg efiect upon Rupis’
ahilities to reinsert words in a cloze passage than the deletion of

* words at random, and (3) less-skilled readers (the third-graders) were

more dependent upon having letter information than the skilled-
raader (sixth-graders) to utilize semantic information efectively.

§ENTENCE-COMBINING ABILITY AND THE READING
COMPREHENSION. OF SIXTH-GRADE READERS

i OrderNo. DAB310248
MoceLLer, Nonma M., Eo.D. Holstra University, 1882. 134pp..

The major purpases of this investigation were: (1) to determing i
there was a significant relationship between sentence-combining
ability and recding comprehension for good, average, and poor
readers, and (2) 1o determing if there were significant differences
among good, average, and poor readers in number of t-units, number
ol sentence-combining transformations, and 6COTES ON & sentence-
combining tack.

ft was hypothesized, stated in null termag, that (1) there would bo |
no significant relationship for good, average. and poor readers '
between total,number of senlence-combining transiormations and
reading comprehension scores, and (2) there would be nb significant
diflerences among good, average, and poor readers in tolal number
of sentence-combining transformations, total number of t-units, and
total scores on the scntence-combining task. ‘

The subjects were 221 of the 264 sixth-grade students from eleven
heterogensusly grouped classes comprising the tolal sixth-grade
population in the Amityville, New York, public schools.

The Metropotitan Achievement Test (MAT) and the Degrees of
Reading Power Test (DRP) were administered as measures of reading
¢omprehengion. A writton composition on the topic: " An Important
News Event | Remember If .~ was elicited from the students and a
ten-item sentence-combiniffg task was administered -

Writing samples were analyzed 1o determing number of lanits and
number of sentence-combining transformations Then the sentence-
combining task was rcored. Data were analyzed by computing
correlations between number of sentence-combining transfermations
and reading comprehension scores for good, average, and poor
readers, and one-way anslysis of variance tests were performed to
determine N significant differences existed among good, average, and
poor readers in number of sentence-combining transiormations,
number of 1-units, and scores on the sentence-combining task.

Findings inditated: (1) Sentence-combining ability appeared to
be cignificantly related to reading comprehension scores for good,
average, and poor readers. (2) Significant diflierences were found
among good, average, and poor resders In numbers of sentence-

3

1o




: !
» . : ‘
cambining transformations and scores on a santence-combining task.
" (3) There were no significant differences in numbers of t-units in
wrilten compositions among good, average, and poor readers.
1t was concluded that sentence-combining ability seemed related
lo level of reeding eomprehension and that this ability may
discriminate among good, average, and poor readers.

THE INTERRELATIONSHIPS OF FOURTH GRADE STUDENTS
READING ACHIEVEMENT, ORAL GENERATION AND WRITTEN
PRODUCTION AS DETERMINED BY FACTORS FOUND IN

FOUR READABILITY FORMULAS OrderNo. DA8229749

Mo;«.m, Lynette Eieen 2uRofF, E0 D. Monfana State Univorsity,
1832. 123pp.

The purpose of this study was to determine the interrelationships
existing among reading achievement, 1itten language production
and oral language generation of fourth grade students in Helena,
Montana and Glendive, Montana through application of those verba!
elements found in the L orge Readabiity Formula, the Lazdowski
Sample Survey. the Fog Index and the Botel ang Granowsky Syntactic
Complexity Formula ‘

The problem was investigated by (a) administering the Gates
MacGinitie Reading Achievement Test. Level D, Form 110 255 fourth
grade students, (b} asking these stgdents to complete, in writing, &

" story starter, (c) haying the studenls orally tell a story;
(d) transcribing thfforal generations into wiitten form, {e) applying
the Lorge ReadaPfity Formyla, the Fog Index, the Lardowsk Sampla
Survey and the Bitel and Granowsky Syntactig Complexity Formula to
cach oral and wrtten sa.nple

After the Pearson product morent correlation was employed the
resultg of this study indicated that (a) there was no statistically
aignificant relationship between fourth grade students’ total reading
achievement scores and therr writing levels as measured by the | orge
Randabilty Formula, the | azdowsk) Sampie Survey, nor the Fog
Index, (b) there was a statistic ally signihicant celationship between
fourth grade students’ writing levels as measured by the | 3/ fowski
Sample Survey and their teading comprehention levels, () there was
a statigtically significant relationship between tourth gv:ade students’
total reading achievement scores and their wnting levels as measured
by the Bole! and GranowskySyntactic Complexity Formula, {d) there
was no stabistically significant relationship hetween fourth grade
students’ reading achieve.ment levels and their oral production ag
measured by the four readability formulas, {(e) there was no
statigtically sigmhcant relationship between written generation and
oral production as measured by the Loige Readability Formula. the

* Lazdowsk Sample Survey or the Fog Index, {f) there wasa
Statistically significant relationship between fourth grade studentg’
spoaking and writing levels as measured by the Botel and Granowshy
Syntactic Complexity Formula.

. Stepwise multiple regression identified an R? of 42800 after the
inglusion of sgvrnty two independent vanableswsed in thig study It
was concluded that the vaniables employed in this study, when
applied to witten and/or oral productions. did not provide an
efloctive hnear prediction of reading achievement

THE QUANTITY AND VARIETY OF EIGHTH GRADERS'

INFERENCES IN RESPONSF TO TWO NARRATIVES AS

ASSESSED BY ORAL RECALL AND ORAL INTROSPECTION
OrdorNo. DAB229226

Paoak, Nancy Dovie, Eo D Northern thhors Univorsity, 1832 255pp
Oirector  Jerry L Johng ,

Thig study was de:agned lo mnvestigate the quantity and vanety of
inferences made by eighth grade males end femates who read two
leng, narcative proge selections Infererices were assessed through *
oral recat) and through oral introspection

Sixteen male and sixteen female eighth grode studenfs of average
IQ and reading ability wero randemly colocted and plased into the
eight cells of the experimental demgn 2 (cox) x 2 (pacaage) x 2
(ascesoment condition) Twe narfatives ef similar length, recdability,

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

oerganization, and (4) provided perconal data.

and genorgf interest cerved as matenals Each passage was divided
into four sgctiong

Subjedfs vorked individually with the investigator Aftera general
introductibn, subjects practiced assigned procedures with a "warm-
up” passafe The experimental passage was then read in ong-soclion
segments, pnith recall or introspection alter each section had been
read

Sessio
Transcrnph

were tape recorded and franscnbed verbatim
'S were analyzed to determine the number and types ¢!
inferences thyy contained A taxonomy of inferences proposod by
Warren, Nicho\ag, and Trabasso (1979) was adapted for categorizing
inferences by type Implausible nferences received partial credit.
Score reliabity was high

A three way factorial analysis of variance was used to test
hypotheses related to the quantity of inferences generated Three chi- 5
square tests were used to tesl hypotheses related to the variaty of
inferences generated

No statistically ssgnificant differences were found in the number ef
tinferences made by males and females. the number of inferences
made from the two passages read . of the number of inferences made
inresponse to the ora! recall or oral ntrogpec tion directiong
Furthermore none of the interactions between or among these threo
tactors was signthcant !

Statistically signiicant difterences were found in the following
areas related to the types ol interences made males made fewer
legic gl nterences and temales made more logical inferences than
expected, one passage yrelded more informational but tewer
evaluative inferences. and the other passage yielded fewer
idormational but more evaluative mlerences than expected. oral
recall drections resulted in fewer logical and evaluative inferences .
but more informational inferences that expected, and oral
tatrospection directions resulted in more logizal and evaluativa
inferenceg but lewer infermational inforences than expested

THE EFFECT OF TABULAR AND GRAPHIC PRESENTATION -
ON READER RETENTION, -READER REACTION AND READING
TIME Ordor No. DAB229227

Petenson, Becky Karen, Eo D. Northorn lllinolg Unlvorsity, 1982,
272pp. Director: Larry D. Hartman

An experiment was conducted to determine if there is a
relationship between the method of presentation of data in a report
and (1) reader retention, (2) reader reaction angd (3) reading tima,
when analyzed by the sex, academic major, grade point average and
legrning style.

ata were collected the ough the administration of a teat given to
€25 students enrolled in capstone management classes at accredited
scheols of buginess that were selected on a stratified random basis.

Each studont recelved one of four forms: (1) narrative only,

(2) nagrative with tables, (3) narralivf with graphs or (4) narrative
with both tables and graphs.

Students: (1) recorded the ameount of time taken o read thé
repont, (2) answered 24 multiple-choice questions about the ¢eport,
(3) indicated their reaction to various aspects of the report, sdch as

Results showed that narrative with the aud of tables was most
eflective in helping reader retention Retention was also aflected by
academic major andreported grade point average Students from
accounting and office adminigtration majors oblained the highast
scores. Students with a grade point average of 3 0 or better oblained
a gigher mean gcoro than students with a grade point aveiage below
3.0.

In addition, resulls showed that studonts roacted most positively to
narrative with graghs Reader reaction wag afiected by sox, overai,
lemales reported more positive reactions than males.

' Studonts who read narrative with tablog took the least amsunt 6f
time lo read the repont. Reading time was ng! influenced by any of the
independent variabieg .

Tableg should be ysed to improve reader retention and reading
time. Graphs should be used to help reador reaction Narrative alone
should be used only when the other forms are not posaiblo
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IDENTIFICATION OF THE GIFTED THROUGH COGNITIVE
LEVEL AND READING ACHIEVEMENT OrderNo. DAS310884
SAPERTON, PATRICIA SANTEMMA, PH.D. "Hofstra University, 1983.
224pp. , '

‘ This investigation was designed to identity giftedl children through
their cognitive level and reading performance. The study provides an
alternative to traditional intelligence testing, based on data which
indicates that the gifted can be ideAlified through an assessment of
their cognitive level and reading achievement.

The theoretical traméework for this study rests on Plaget’s stage
theory of cognitive devetopment. Studies are cited which show that

\ gitted children move thraugh ihe' Same ctages &s other chitdren, but &1
an accelerated pace. It therelore becomes possible to identity gited
children.through their cognitive stages, as they move into the range of
formal reasoning.

The Arlin Test of Forma! Reasoning was used o assess Mg
cognitive leve) of each student in the study. The test was administered
to 25 students In a combination fifth-sixth grade gifted class, and o
four hundred and nineteen seventh grade studerits. Two sixih grade
males, ten seventh grade males, and tour seventh grade temales were
found 10'be reasoning at the high formal level. The fourteen seventh
grade students were identified by Dr. Aslin as gifted.

Performance of the gitted filth, cixth, and coventh graders was
assessed according to sex and grade tevel on four diflerent types of '
reading comprehension measures: Cloze, Maze, Multiple Choice. and
Op-In. No significant efiect for sex was found. A u&gnmcanl main
efiect for grade leve! was found for the Maze, Multiple Cﬁoice. and
Op-In Tests. Significant correlations were found tor the fifth grade
group between Cloze and Op-in, and botween Maze and Multiple
Choice. Significant correlations were found far the cixth grade group
between Cloze and Op-In and between Muitiple Cholce and Op-In,

The four reading tests were found to predict significantly the scores of
tho Arlin Test.

Student interviews rovealed varied opinions of the gitted students
aboul their reading behaviors. Their preferences were eclectic and

related frequently 1o sox and grade level. Studen! interviews also
revealed that, unliké the sample from which thoy were drawn, more
than fifty percent of these gilted children were first bom.

v
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AN INVENTORY OF COGNITIVE STYLE: VALIDITY,
RELIABILITY, AND CORRELATION WITH READING
ACHIEVEMENT Ordor No. DAB303323

Suanp, PaTaicia MaLtoney, Pu.D Washington Stato Univorsity, 1882,
151pp. Chair. Gerald Maring .

Nature of the Study. The intention of the study was lo develop an
inventory of cognitive style based on an application of
neuropsychological findings. Three opecific purposes were designed
lo examing the invenlory's validity, robability, and relationchip
between cognilive style and reading achievement. .

Procedures Baseden previcus research, a 20 item Inventory was
desjgned to reflect hemispheric functioning in the areas of
perception, precessing, and recall of infermation. Correlaticnal
slatistics were used to determineg the relationship between the 170

donfy celected fourth grade subjects’ scores on this inventory and

other accepted measure of cognitive style (Sige! Cagnitive Style
Test). A chi-square analysio was ueed (8ftest the diflerence botweon
toacher classification of rocding and opelling pattorng and cognitive
style test claasilications Reliability was determined with oplit-half and
retest procedures Paint biserial item correlation ard inter-rater
agreement werg also determined Finally, the relatienship betweon
roading achievement and cognitive otyle was determined by point
biserial correlations. -

Findings Major lindingo of the study were the following
(1) Fourth graders’ parformance on the inventory and their '
performance on tha Sigel Cognitive Style Teot was found to eorrelate
(.17} at the .05 Igvel (2) Split-hail {69), test-reteat { €0), and inter-
rater (53 -- B1) analyzes for the inventary indicated reliability { p €
08) Point bicorial correlations (44 - 586) lound six of tho 26 items en
the inventory to significantiy (p < .05) ditferentiate between the two
criterlon groups These groups regresanted predominant anatytic
&rmesslna assoclated with the cegnitive style of the left hamisphere
ERIC
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and predontinant nonanalytic processing associated with the

cognitive style of the right hemisphere. (3) A ccefficient ¢! .24 (p ¢

01) was found between balanced coghitive style when measured by
- the inventory and good recding ability. .

Overall, this study suggested supgsrt for the notion of
hoqyispheric-based cognjtive styto. it was concluded, howover, that
only through extensive fefinement using neuremetric evidence will an
instrument such ag the inventory be valid lor diagnaosing same clinical_
sublypes of reading disability. .

.
.

THE EFFECTS OF READABILITY, STUDY GUIDES AND
USTenme-HEfmme ON THE COMPREHENSION OF SIXTH
GRADE SOCIAL §TUDIES TEXTBOOK MATERIALS

) ‘Order No. DAB300779

SHoreman, Dane J., Eo D Besten University Sehool of Education,
1982. 201pp. Major Prefessor: Themas E. Culliten.Jr.

This study Investigated tho cffects of readability tevel, study guides
and simultancous listening-reading on social studies textboek
comprehension. Twelve intact sixth grade classes tolaling 246
students from a sekurban Boslon community were used. The-fests
administered were: (1) The lowa Teshq! Basic Skills, Reading
Compechension subtest, to measure réading iove). (2) The Ots-
Lennon Mental Abllity Test to measure 1Q. (3) Feur weekly tests
devised by the invegtigator to measure comprehenaion. .

The slatistical procedures used were analysis of variance, lnuinjs
of variance withfour repealed measures and the Schefté tes). -
Question 1: What are the diflerences in social studies textbock
comprehongien of sixth grade students when the feliewing treatment
methods are presented: the griginal text untreated, the text rewritten
to a fourth grade isve! of readability, the original text accompanied by
study guides and simuitanepus reading and listening of the original
text?

Fingings. The Rowtitten Text was sighificantly.superior to the
Original ot the 05 leve) using the Scheflb procedure The Study Guide
and Listening-Reading methods were significan®ly superior to the
Origina! at the 01 level.

THE EFFECTS OF STRUCTUQAL' ORGANIZERS AND
RHETORICAL PREDICATES ON THE RECALL OF
EXPOSITORY TEXT OrdorNo. 0AB308127

Siaten, Warns Hanvaro, Pu D Univorsity of Minngsota, 1632 =
228pp

' An experiment wag conducted to determine # providing subjeg g
with prior information about the orgaruzation of expooitory passages
improved subjects: recall of ilormation from the pasaoges Subjects
(N - 224) were randomly astuygned to one of four treatment
eondiions a otructural organizer with®uthne grid. a contro! condition
with noletaking. a structura! orgonizer without utine prid. er a
control condition without notelaking Thg larget poasages were
ergamzed vath one of four clearly identifiable orgamzationgl patterng
agversative tap level structure, attaibution top leve! structure,
Covanance top leve! structure. or rewponae lop level structure Two
dependent measures were used in the expeniment wnitten rocall
pretocols and multipie choice tests,

The man effect of Trealment was, significant (p < 001) for both
dependant measures Results rom the written recall protocols
tndtcated that subjects in the structural organizer wth outhne grd
treatment condition rec alled gu'gmfl;antly more propositions thdin
subects in the conltrol condition with notetaking However. there wag
no sigrhcant difference in recall for subyects in the Jructural
orgomzer withobt outhne grid Ireatment condition andg the control
eonthition without noletaking Results from the mulliple choice teatg
indicated that subjects in the structural ergonizer with gutiine and
tRatment condition did not score pgndicantly Better than subjocls in

- tho eontrol condition with notetaking. However, oubjects in the

Structural orgamizer without putling gtid treatment condition scorad
significantty botter than subjects in tha control condition without
nstolaking The main effect of passoee organization was not
significant (p > 05) fo7 both dependent moasures
The results worg interproted as prowding qualified suppent lor
$roviding subjects with prisr information absul the erganizatien ¢f
cxgcsi!@ry pacoage Aﬁqm@nauy. the resulls were interproted o
indigating that e treatmonts were equally eflestive with tho feur
organizationa! pattens sefested for the Sludy,
[ ~
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. AN EXPERIMENTAL STUDY OF THE LEGIBILITY .OF MINUS
LETTERSRACING OF TYPOGRAPHY AS MEASURED 8Y
. SPEED OF READING AND\COMPREHENSION )
: OrsderNo. DAB304370

Turner, RaLpr J., Pn.D. 'O_hm'Ur‘i{versity. 1082. 146pp. Director of
Dissertation: Pro Russgll N. Baird -

. The purpose ot the study is 10 investigate whether legibility suffers,
remains the same, or improves i conditions in which letterspacing o U
body type is reduced below *normal” levels. ot

.. One-hundred forty-four persons were used as subjectsincluding
96 divided equally into two experimental groups and 48 in a control
group. Each person read four padsages and answered the related
questions as measures of speed of reading and comprehension
respectively. The passages and questions were from The Nelson-
Denny Reading Test.

Hatf of the experimental subjects read the passages in 9-point type
and the other haf repd the passages in 10-point type.

Each person in both groups read four different passages’ qach )
passage with a diferent type treatment: one set in serif type with
normal letterspacing, ane in serif type with minus 6ne-unit
letterspacing, one in sans serif type with norral letterspacing and one

" in sans serif type with minus one-unit letterspacing. An 18-unitem
mspeeduw'omm determined by counting the number of
was determi counting the number
characters read during a 90-second period. Characters were normed
to average words by dividing total characters by five. Comprehension
was measured by the nuinber of correct answers of eight multiple
: choice questions based on each of the four passages raad.
- * Five hypotheses werse tested: (1) serif type normal spacing
. compared wth serif type minys spacing, (2) sans serif type normal
spacing compared with sans serif type minus spacing, (3) serif type
normal spacing compared with sans serif type minus spacing,
(4) sans serif type normal spacing compared with serif type minug
spacing and (5) 10-point type minus spacing compared with 8-point

s

w}\ormal spacing. ) .

. Out of 24 coniparisons resulting from the research design--12for
reading speed and 12 for comprehension--no significant differences
are found in 20. Out of the four significant differences whichdid
result, thres are in favor of minus spacing and one is in the direction
/6t normal spacing. -

" THE DEVELOPMENT OF A DIAGNOSTIC INSTRUMENT FOR
[ v DETERMINING NEEDS FOR INSERVICE TRAINI IN
" READING COMPREHENSION Order No. DAB304993

Wartkins, DooGe Ronaro, Eo.D. Auburn University, 1982. 153pp.
Director: John C. Walden ~

The purpose of this study was to develop and field tgst an
instrument to measure knowledge concerning the literal, interpretive,
and evaluative levels of reading comprehension to serve as & needs
assessment for teachér inservice programs. The procedures used in
the development of the instrument included a review of the literature, |
the development of an outline for the instrument modeled on Barrett's
(1968) work, the submission of the outline to a panel of experts, and a
. field test of the inst nt. Two groups of college students were used

in the preliminary. pilot testing, and the instrument was refined by
eliminating and/or clarifying items on the basis of the pilot testing. A
final draft of the instrument included 11 demographic items and 68
comprehension items. ' C v :
A fleld test of the instrument was conducted with a total of 110 °
teachers and other professional educators. From that group usable
resufts were gathered from 104 respondents. The data resulting from
the 1est provided infofmation useful not only in refining and further
developing the test but also in supporting instrument validity and ¢
reliability. Content validity of the instrument was detérrnined by
judgment of a panel of experts regarding instrument content ang,by &
confent validity matrix developed from the review of literature. Internal
consistency reliability was calculated using the alpha coefficiént with
a reliability coefficientof .95. :
. A preliminary factor analysis of the data revealed one strong
general factor and a series of other urideveloped factors.

) \)‘ ‘ . . . .
ERIC. - . S
PArurex b c . N . ) L.

IToxt Provided by ERI

Difficulty and discrimination indices calculated for each liem in thy

' test Indicated that 40 of the 68 iems met the discrimination criterion, -

and 41 of the 68 items met the dilficulty criferion. ‘
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