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- Ancestry and Language

in the United States:

November1979

NOTE

The estimates of the population in this report may not agree with counts from the 1980 Census of
Population and Housing: The Current Population Survey (CPS) estimates are based on population controls
from the 1970 census which have been updated for changes-in the population since that time. In addition,
the CPS and the 1980 census used different procedures for collecting and processing the data.

INTRODUCTION

- This is the first report presenting information on the
ancestry’, languages and literacy of the U.S. population
based on data collected by, the Bureau of the Census in
November 1979 in a special supplement to its monthly
Current Population Survey (CPS). The supplement was
designed to provide users with a basic set of data on ethnicity
and language and serve as a bridge between the 1970 and
1980 censuses. Items surveyed included ancestry, countty of
birth of the individual and parents, citizenship, year of im-
migration, mother tongue, current language spoken in the
home, and.ability. to speak English. Questions on ability to
read dnd write any: language, which were not agked in either

' census, were asked in this November 1979 CPS supplement.

Only general characteristics are shown in this report. Cross-
tabulations, to be presented in subsequent reports, will pro-
vide a basis for comparing ethnic and language. items in the
1970 and 1980 censuses.

ANCESTRY

The ancestry question in the November 1979 CPS supple-.

ment was open-ended (that is, no prelisted categories were
provided) and was based upon self-identification. Some indi-
viduals reported a single ancestry group; others reported
more than one group. All single- and double-ancestry re-
sponsss were coded. 'In addition, 17 triple-origin ancestries
expected to be frequently reported were coded; only the
first two reported ancestries were coded for all other re-
sponses of three or more ancestries, Since persons who re-
ported multiple ancestries ware included in more than one
group, the sum of persons reporting the ancestry groups
is greater than the total; for example, in table 1, a person
reporting “German-English”—was—tabulated —in—both—th
"German’’ and "English’’ categories.

l: KC ! ln this report, the terms “"ancestry”’ and "origin’’ are used inter-
2

ngeably.

About 83 percent of the population in the ssmple re-
ported at .least one specific ancestry?, The remaining 17
percent of the population included 6 percent who reported
“American” or "“United States” and 11-percent who did not
provide any ancestry. About 46 percent of the total pODUIan
tion reported. a specific singie encestry, while about 38 per-
cent provided more than one ancestry group (table A),

In November 1979, German, Irish, and English were the
most frequently reported ancestry groups, About 52 million
persons were classified as being solely or partly of German
ancestry. Irish or part-lrish accounted for 44 million persons
and English or part-English accountcd for 40 million persons
{table 1).

Table A. Type of Ancestry Response:

November 1979 - SR

(Nunbers in thousands)
Tyoe of ancestry response Number Percent

Total persons.......... | 216,613 100.0

Reported at ieast one

apecific ancestry....... | 179,078 82.7
Single aAntestry.ceeeessceeses ; 96,496 44.5
Multiple ancestry...ceeeeeeee 82,582 38.1

Ancestry not specified... 37,535 17.3
American or United States.... 13,592 6.3
Otherleieieviiieenenronseens 195 | 0.1
Not reported..ccoscececscceces 23,748 11.0

1 ncludes.responses_indicating religious graups
‘and other unclassifiable responses.

3ngpacific encestry” excludes persons reporting “American,”
#United States,” religious groups, end other unclessifiable responses.

5 2 3 . S <




__Ancestry Response

Al

Figures for other frequently reported ancestry groups
(single and multiple combined) were:

Afro-American or African® 16 million
Scottish 14 million
French 14 million
Spanish 12 millioh .
ftalian 12 million
American indian® 10 million
Polish 8 million
Dutch 8million -

The selection of ancestry groups shown in the tables of
this report was based on the frequency of reporting. The
‘ancestry groups shown in table 1 were selected on the basis
of 100,000 or more individuals reporting in tae single an-
cestry category. For tables 2 and 3, ancestry groups having
450,000 or more persons were shown.

. The ancestry data from the November 1979 survey reflect
the diverse nationality groups which have come to the United
States throughout its history. Prior to the 17th century, most
of the residents of this country were American Indians; how-
ever, most of the 10 million respondents who reported
American Indian ancestry in the survey did so in combina-
tion with other groups, such as Irish, German, and English.
Persons of German, Irish, and English origin—groups reported
most frequently in the CPS—were the first Europeans to
arrive in large numbers; the immigration of these groups
peaked in the late 19th century. From the early 17th century
0 the early 19th century, many Africans were forcibly
moved to the United States. The number of “‘newer immi-
grants” including' the Italian and Polish, reached an apex in
the early part of the 20th cantury. The most recent immi-
grants (during thie last two decades) include substantial
rumbers of both Spanish* and Asian persons, who were
also among the earlier arrivals. :

Further ‘explanations of ancestry information in this
rsport appear in appendix A, :

Characteristics of Persons by Single or Muitiple

The'November 1979 CPS is the first Census Bureau survey
that collected information on both single- and multiple-
ancestry groups. More than onehalf (54 percent) of the
population that specified an ancestry reported a single
respoise. The most frequently reported single ancestry
groups were:

" German 17 million
Afro-American or African 15 million
English 12 million
irish 10 million
Spanish 10 million
{taiian 6 million

LS

E1010

3 See appendix A for e discussion of these groups.

Q

IText Provided by ERIC

4 In this report, Spenish refers both to immigrants directly from
in end to immigrants from Latin American and Ceribbsen
ntries,

L L i 3

The- proportion of multiple-origin responses varied con-

siderably by ancestry group. .For instance, 89 percent of
persons indicating Scottish ancestry provided multiple
responises (that is, part-Scottish); multiple responses were
also frequently reported by other ancestry groups, such as
Dutch, Welsh, French, and Irish. In contrast, d\e proportion
of multiple-ancestry responses was much Iovaer for other
groups, such as Polish (59 percent), Italian (48 percent),
Filipino (31 percent), and Spanish (22 percent) {(table 1).

Data presented in table B show that multiple-origin re-
porting was also related to age and nativity of the individual.
Specifically, younger persons were more likely than older
persons and niative persons were more likely than foreign-
born persons to report multiple ancestries.

The demographic, soclal, and eccnomic :characteristics

of the single- and multiple-ancestry populations diffared .

considerably. The median age of persons who reported a
single ancestry was much higher (34.6 years) than the median
age of persons who reported a multiple ancestry (24.5 years)
(table C). This differential is due, in part, to the fact that the
single-ancastry population included a higher proportion of
foreign-burn persons who tended to be older than-native-
born- persons. There may have also been a greater tendency
for a multiple ancestry to be reported for children whose
parents had different ancestries, )

‘Ta?Ie B. Muitiple-Ancestry Reporting, by Age and

Nativity of Persons Who Reported at Least
One Specific Ancestry Group:
Novembor 1979

Percent reported

Ago and nativity multiple ancestry

AGE
Under 18 years.....ceecueeness 59.6
18 to 64 YORIB.v.iveioeensnas 42,1
ﬂpSAypagg and over.....ceveeeue | 32,5 0
NATIVITY
Native of native parentage... 51.8
Native of foreign or mixed
PATONtAZe ... coesrsoscscrcese 27.8
Foreign born. . .ceiasseeesscce 9.3

The single-ancestry population was. more llikely than the
multiple-ancestry population to be foreign born or native of
foreign or mixed parentage. The proportion foreign born and
native of foreign or mixed parentage for the single-ancestry
population was 27 percent, about three times the 9 percent
shown for the multiple-ancestry persons, Conversely, a larger
proportion of persons with multiple ancestries (91 percent)

than with single ancestries (/3 percent) was native of native

parentage (table C).
The proportion of single-ancestry persons (19 percent)
living In central cities within SMSA’s of 1 million or more

6
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Table C. Selected Social and Economic Characteristics of Persons Who Reported at Least One Specific Ancestry
Group: November 1979 . '

! (Numbers in thousands. ", Civilian noninstitutional population)

¢

i

A

Selected characteristics

Reported
at least
one specific
ancestry

Reported
single
ancestry

N Y ™
N Reported
\\\Qnultiple
qgfesyry

AGE

Total persons,....

' Percent....oeee
Under 18 years.....
18 to 24 years,...
25 to 64 years.....

Median age (years)....!.

NATIVITY
&

Total persons,....

Percent.... ...

Native of native parentage...

Foreign birth or parentage...ccceeeeecevecs
Native of foreign or mixed parentage.....

Foreign boXn...ceoeses

Not reported...ccecseces

RESIDENCE
Total persons...

ﬁetropolican....-..

Percent....oco0
In SNSA's of 1 million Or more.......
In central cities.....
OQutside central cities,....

s esscssssss st
o

ssscsscscscr s
IR RN
s oo
vect st

In SMSA's of under 1 million.....ceesvrese

Nonmetropolitan........

MARITAL STATUS

Porsons, 14 years old and over.....o....

POrcONnt.ceeesecssossocsssssssssesse

Single (never married)..

N
sisssesssarsss s s

Ever married..

YEARS OF 9CHOO!

. Percen
Elementary:

L COMPLETED

“Persons, 25 years old and over.......

0 to 8 yonrs..oeescecooscanse

o

 High school: 1 to 3 years...oeeoesss
High school graduates....
College:

B
EMPLOYMENT STATUS

1 YOAT OF MOTQccsssserscssacs

Persons, 16 years old and over.......

In civilian labor force..

Percent in civilian labor force...........

65 YOArs and OVer'...secoscecsosssssosasnsssns

AR RN
avessss st
Sescsssscoan

”

Percent UNEMPLOYEd, ...eeeooesssassossssssssnssasanse

FANILY INOCOME!

Total families reporting ilncome......iseecsoecoes
POrCONt.osscesossosssssnssssssssossssnssscscsas

Under/$207000, ¢ 00 ieruerunseagesssasasssssacasannnosacacs

310'000}2-316’999"'“"""‘""":"‘“""0'::":"'.":"'"‘:":.’:"“‘

3 LI R 10 Y98 1 Frrun Sube i St ool e S

$25,P00 &Nd OVEr..euiiseiiieiaiinucastiottssnsnnnananees

ERI

.

u.u.in.na_.’.‘;.._"

fl

179,078
100.0
28.9
12.7
. 47.5
10.9

30.3

, 179,078
100.0

179,078
100.0
69.3
39.5
14.5
24.9
29.8
30.7

140, 265
100.0
27.6
73.0

104,554
100.0
16.0
13.3
70.7
33.2

133,905
86,006
64.2
5.6

44,711

100.0

25.6

19.4
A § Y
23.3

96,496
100.0
21.7
11.8
52.9
13.7

34.6

96,496
100.0
72.5
27.2
16.9
10.4
0.2

96,496
100.0
70.9
42.3
19.1
23.2
28.6
29.1

80,729
100,0
22.2
77.8

64,207
100.0
19.9
14.1
66.0
29.5

78,236
49,273
63.0
5.5

28,626
100.0

28.1
-.19.9,
[T T30

21.0

N,

N

82,582
100.0
37.4
13.7 .
41,27 -
747

24.5

40, 347
100.0
9.8
11.9
78.2
39.0

55,669 .
36. 733 L
66.0
5.7

16,085
100.0

21.1

L 18,5
TR

27.3

?’."Ro;relenta zero or rounds to zero.

4\n§ghgilies are classified by the kind of ancestry gro
“~ .

-
2
-

L ¥
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up reporfed by the householder.




. was much higher than for multiple-ancestry persons (9
percent). Likewise, differences are noted in marital status;
about 78 percent of persons who reported only one origin
were ever married, compared with only 67 percent of persons
reporting multiple origins (table C).

Persons who reported a single ancestry had a lower level
of educational attainment than persons with multiple
ancestries. For instance, about 20 percent of persons 25
years old and over who reported a single ancestry had only
an elementary education; only 10 percent of persons of
multiple ancestries were in this category. Also, about 66 per-
cent of single-ancestry persons graduated from hlgh school
compared with 78 percent of the multiple- ancestry persons
(table C).

Economic differences between single- and multiple-
ancestry groups were also evident. Families maintained by
persons who reported one origin had lower incomes than
families whose householders reported multiple origins.
About 28 percent of families with single-ancestry house-
.holders had incomes under $10,000; the proportion was
about 21 percent for families with multiple-ancestry house-
holdets. At the upper end of the income scale, 21 percent of
the families with householders of single ancestry had incomes
of $25,000 or more, while about 27 percent of the families
with multiple-ancestry householders -were at that income
level {table C). The noticable differentials by education and
income between single- and multiple-ancestry groups may be
related to the age and nativity factors noted earlier.

Characteristics of Persons Reporting Specific
Single Ancestry Groups

In this section of the report, characteristics of specific
single-ancestry groups are compared. However, it is noted
that the proportion reporting a single response varied signifi-
cantly among the ancestry groups. Also, in some instances,
characteristics for a single-ancestry group, such as Polish,
_differed. from those for the_corresponding multiple-ancestry
group, such as Polish and other group(s). A subsequent publi-
cation will provide more information on the multiple-
ancestry groups.

Age. In 1979, the madian ages of single-ancestry groups were
quite different from the median age of 30.3 years for the
total population. For example, the median ages of Hungarians
(49.7 years) and Russians (48.4 years) were twice as high as
the median age for persons of -Spanish ancestry (23.5 years),
who were at the other end of the continuum. All of these
‘mentioned groups had median ages that were significantly
different from the national median age {table 2). '

Nativity. Single-ancestry groups in the United States differ
in their nativity. and parentage distributions; these observed

~ differences ‘reflect “sémewhat the “different immigration

patterns_noted earlier in the text. Among persons reporting
ltallan PO|I$h or Spanish ancestry, about one-half or more
-are either foreign born or native' of forelgn or mixed

KC irentage. In contrast, one-fifth orless of persons of English,

French, German, Irish, and Scottish origin were foreign born
or native of foreign or mixed parentage. These latter groups
were predominantly native of native parentage (table 3).

Residence. In 1979, about 68 percent of the tota! population
lived in metropolitan areas. The proportion of Italian, Polish,
and Spanish populations in metropolitan areas (80 percent or
more) was notably higher than the national level. The propor-
tion of metropolitan residents of English, French, German,
Irish, and Scottish single-ancestry groups was close to or
somewhat lower than the national proportion (table 3).

Marital Status. Since marital status is closely related to age,
those single-ancestry groups with relatively older members
had larger proportions of persons who had ever been married.
For example, among persons of English ancestry 14 years
old and over, about 80 percent of the men and 85 percent
of the women had been married at some time, compared
with about 67 percent of the men and 73 percent of the
women of Spanish origin. The proportions for Spanish were
similar to those for the Nation {table 3).

Education. Although the November 1979 survey indicated
that more than two-thirds.of the adults in the U.S. popula-
tion were high school graduates, there was considerable
variation among the single-ancestry groips. For example,
about 81 percent of Scottish-ancestry males 25 years old and
over and 78 percent of Scottish-ancestry females in this
age group were high school graduates. Relatively high pro-
portions were also noted for adults of English and German
ancestries. However, the proportion of persons of Italian,
Polish, and Spanish origin who had completed high school
was lower than the national average (table 3). B

Employment. In November 1979, the unemployment rate
for persons 16 years old and over in the civilian labor force
was 5.7 percent. The figures for some single-ancestry groups,
such as French, Polish, and Irish, were close to the national
rate, whereas the unemployment rates for other groups, such
as English, German, and Scottish, were substantially below
the national average. The unemployment rate for persons of’
Spanish ancestry (9.0 percant) was much higher than the
national average {iable 3).

Income. Among the'single-ancestry groups, Scottish families
had the highest median income® of $20,000. The median
income for families maintained by persons of English,
German, Italian, and Polish ancestries was also higher than
the national median income. Of the groups shown in table 3,
only families of Spanish origin ($10,600) had a median in-
come significantly below the 1979 national family median
of $15,800.

MOTHER TONGUE

e

Among persons 14 years old and over, 32 million {19.7
percent) reported that~a language other than English was

Ssee Appendix A, Definitions and Explanstions, for discussion
on income. 8
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l: KC Chinese (table 6).

spoken in their childhood homes. The proportion was sub-
stantively the same in the 1970 census (20.1 percent). A3
table 4 shows, about 7.7 million persons 14 years old and
over reported Spanish as their mother tongue, making it
the largest mother tongue group after English (131 9 million).
Other.. frequently reported mother tongue groups were
German (6.1 million), Italian (4.1 million), Polish (2.6
million), French (2.4 million), and Yiddish (1.2 million).
No other mother tongue group contained more than 600,000
persons 14 years and over. The mother tongues persented as
“other” in table 4 included 16 language groups with 100,000
to 300,000 speakers each: ‘

Arabic ! Korean

Armenian Lithuanian

Danish Pennsylvania Dutch
Dutch Russian

Farsi Serbo-Croatian
Finnish Slovak

Gaelic Ukrainian
Hungarian Vietnamese

Because an individual may never nhave learned to speak
his or her mother tongue or may no longer speak a language
spoken as a child, mother tongue is not an accurate measure
of currerit language ability cr usage of the population.

CURRENT LANGUAGE

Eighteen million persons aged 5 and over were reported

as currently speaking a language other than English at home.
There may well have been additional speakers of languages
other than Enghsh who only used the language someplace
other than home, and there were doubtless many individuals
who were able to speak a language other than English, but
did not do so at home (table 5).
_,Just less than one-half 6f those who spoke a language
other than English at home spoke Spanish, and relatively
large numbers of person'? spoke Italian, German, French, or
Polish at home. Although no language included as “‘other”
in table 5 was spoken by 200,000 persons or more in 1979,
the following languages were each spoken by more than
100,000 personis: Czech, Serbo-Croatian, Hungarian, Viet-
namese, and Arabic.

Among children of elementary-schooi age |5 to 13 years
old), Spanish was the only language, other than English,
spoken by 200,000 persons or more. The 1.8 million Spanish-
speaking childrén constituted two-thirds of all children of
this age who spoke & language other than English and about
6 percent of all elementary-school-aged children. Other
languages spoken by more than 50,000 school-aged children
included ltalian, French, German, Chinese, and Greek.

The 768,000 persons of high school age (14 to 17 years
old) who spoke Spanish at home constituted about three-
fifths of all persons of that age who spoke a language other
than English and about 5 percent of all persons of high
school age. Four this age group, the next most frequently
mentioned languages were German, Italian, French, and

o
4

S

ABILITY TO SPEAK ENGLISH AND CURRENT
LANGUAGE ‘

Of the 18 million persons 5 years old and over who spoke
a language other than English at home in 1978, 3.9 million
(22 percent) were reported as not speaking English at all or
speaking English “not well,” whereas 10.5 million (58

percent) were judged to speak English very well by thg

household respondent (table 7).
Spanish was spoken by 64 percent of those who spoke.a
language other than English and had limited ability to speak

.or could not speak English at all. Spariish was also the modal

non-English language spoken by those with limited or no
ability in English in each age group shown in table 7. A clear
majofity of persons under 65 with ‘limited or no ability to
speak English spoke Spanish: about three-fourths of persons
aged 5 to 13 years old and two-thirds of persons aged 14 to
64 years old. However, only 40 percent of those aged 65 and
over with limited or no English spoke Spanish.

Among persons of all ages who spoke Korean, Portuguese,
Spanish, Chinese, Japanese, or Greek at home in November
1979, the proportion who spoke English either “not well’’
or “not at all” ranged from" about 20 percent to 45 percent.
The proportion whose ability to speak English was limited or

nil varied by age within languages. Generally, the proportior:

was lowest among.those of high-school age {14 to 17) and
increased in successively older age groups. This pattern was
particularly noticeable among those who spoke Spanish, and
was found in many of the languages shown in table 7. Lan-
guage groups may have differed in the relation between age
and ability to speak English because of differences in the
periods and levels of migration and in the extent of their
exposure to the use of English.

LITERACY

Approximately 822,000 persons aged 14 and over were
reported as unable to read and write in any language. The
proportion of the U.S. population 14 and over who were
illiterate, which now stands at about one-half of 1 percent,
has been approximately halved in each decade since 1959
(Current Population Reports, Series P-20, Nos. 89 and 217).
lliteracy as defined in this report refers to persons who have
not attended the sixth or higher grades {either in the United
States or abroad) and who are reported as utiable to read and
write in English or the language they reported currently
speaking at hgme. (See appendix A for further discussion.)

For all of the single-ancestry groups except Spanish and
all of the multiple-ancestry groups shown in }able 3, the
proportion unable to read and write was no higher than 1
percent. At 2.8 percent, the illiteracy rate for the Spanish-
ancestry group is higher than that for each of the groups
shown.

In table 8, it cari be seen that the percent unable to read
and write in any language increases with age; that the foreign
born are more Ilkelx .to be unable to read and write in any

Jlanguage than the pative born; and that while a higher

percentage are reported illiterate among Blacks than Whites,
the racial differences are large only above age 45.
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Table 1. Reported Single and Multiple Ancestries: November 1979
‘ (%subers in thousands. Civiliam nobimatitutional populatios) .
¢ Persons reported Percant of persons by kind
siagle aacestry Peraons of ancestry response
Anoestry reported
Percent mltiple 8ingle Multiple
. 'Y . Total of total Mumber Peroeat anceatry Total ancestry anoestry
5 - .
Reported at lesst oce Specific sncestry.. | (179,078 1100.0 96,496 100.0 132,582 100.0 $3.9 46.1
o 16,193 4.0 15,087 15.6 1,136 100.0 93.0 7.0
$,900 5.3 2,053 2.1 7,847 100.0 20.7 79.3-
182 0.1 156 0.2 26 4 100.0 85.7 14.3
1,070 0.6 385 0.4 (1 1) 100.0 36.0 64.0
&48 0.3 m 0.1 338 100.0 25.2 74.8
1 609 0.3 223 0.2 38 100.0 37.4 62.6
708 0.4 | 340 0.6 165 100.0 76.6 23.4
1,695 0.9 794 0.8 901 100.0 46.8 53.2
1,672 0.9 438 0.5 1,234 100.0 26.2 73.8
8,121 4.5 1,362 1.4 6,759 100.0 16.8 0.2
40,004 22.3 11,501 1.9 28,503 100.0 28.7 71.3
FALIPARO. c1 e reeasrrrererantaraeiarsrateasions 764 0.4 525 | 0.5 239 100.0 68.7 31.3
Yinnish. . 616 0.3 235 0.3 361 100.0 4l.4 58.6
PIONONR. cveverrsesrrrossrstrersrotratessrssente 14,047 7.8 3,047 3.2 11,000 100.0 21.7 78.3
Fronch Canadian,.:viereretsrecessinnnngrsrens 1,053 0.6 582 0.6 471 .. 100.0 55.3 4.7
GOIMAN . ceovrsasnsarassssetorsasassossssssocats 51,649 23.8 17,160 17.8 34,489 1000} 3.2 66.8
990 0.6 567 0.6 423 100.0 57.3 A2,7,
1,592 0.9 534 0.6 1,058 .100.0 3.5 66.5
‘118 0.1 103 0.1 15 100.0 87.3 12.7
43,752 24 9,761 10.1 33,992 100.0 22.3 77.7
Italdan, S1cilaMn. it iaserrrereririaniiiesres 11,752 6.6 6,110 6.3 5,641 100.0 52.0 48.0
JUMALCAR, cvrrecsarrstentorsastarrensartirsene 184 0.1 158 0.2 26 100.0 8.9 14.1
680 0.4 529 0.5 - 151 100.0 77.8 22.2
265 0.1 230 0.2 35 100.0 86.8 13.2
322 0.2 v 179 0.2 143 100.0 55.6 L)
82 a.s 317 0.3 515 100.0 38.1 61.9
4,120 2.3 1,232 1.3 2,888 100.0 29.9 70.1
8,421 4.7 3,498 3.6 4,923 100.0 41.5 58.5
POrtugues®. . rerrsiarsrtetististeiiitiesstis 946 0.5 493 0.5 453 100.0 52.1 41.9
T T S 335 0.2 132 0.1 203 100.0 39.4 60.6
3,466 1.9 1,498 1.6 1,970 100.0 43.2 56.8
340 0.2 110 0.1 230 100.0 32.4 67.6
14,205 7.9 1,618 1.7 12,590 100.0 1.4 88.6
722 0.4 300 0.3 422 100.0 41.6 8.4
BPANLAR, ey erarerernasiiatarsresertiines . 12,493, 7.0 9,762 10.1 2,131 100.0 78.1 21.9
COLOMbARN.ceosrreecsraassrcrarassssass . 117 0.1 101 0.1 ' 16 100.0 86.3 13.7
Quban.cceres . 675 0.4 558 0.6 117 100.0 82.7 17.3
DOMANSORNe s e estrrosaronsassastatsasssanstos 119 0.1 107 0.1 12 100.0 8.9 10.1
MOXACRN e oeeseatsssasssrsssssansnarsessnses 6,682 3.7 5,889 6.1 793 100.0 88.1 1.9
Puerto RLCAN. creireersatasersrsssrsansienss 1,333 0.7 1,102 1.1 226 100.0 -83.0 17.0
Other SPANiAh..ceerstrerttrsssssratatasares 3,566 2.0 2,000 2.1 1,566 100.0 56.1 43.9
SweddoR, cieainrerionarns 4,886 2.7 1,216 1.3 3,670 100.0 2A.9 75.1
[ T TR 1,228 0.7 312 0.3 916 100.0 3.4 7.6
Ukradndan.cseesaresarasse 3 525 0.3 21 0.2 294 100.0 44,0 56.0
VAStnamese. oo arreninn 198 0.1 177 0.2 21 100.0 8.4 10.6
WolsB.eravesarvanraraes 2,5¢€8 1.4 458 .05 2,113 100.0 17.7 82.3
Waat Imdian...ccceres 193 0.1 12¢ 0.1 64 100.0 66.8 33.2
YUEORT AYAAN. s s rrtaserraitartaatararasstasty 467 0.3 28 0.3 18 100.0 60.6 39.4
Other specified SRCEIETY GrOUPA.«revress sren 4,942 2.8 2,372 2.5 2,571 100.0 48.0 52.0
« Represents rsro or rounds to zervo.
\ Inumber and percent by uncestry groups do not add to total, as persons say be counted in more than one .ancestry group.
v
.~
(_\
Y |
|
io |
] hed |
Q \ . .
ERIC .

\ .

) .




Table 2. Age of the Population, by Ancestry and Sex: November 1979

(Mmbers in thousands. Civilian noninstitutioanal population)

» Age (yosrs)
Ancestry and séx

.

Totsl, 65 and | Median
al) ages [Under S |5 to-13 |14 to 1718 to 24 |25 to 34| 35 to 44 |45 to 54 | 55 to 64 over age

BOTX $XXES
TOtAL POTRCOMcs cocerevcsssecese | 216,613 | 15,801 | 30,414 15,955 27,988 34,487 24,898 22,675 20,823 | 23,572 30.3

Single 1NCEELTY ETrOUPE.....eeee.. | 96,496 | 5,446 10,920 5,150 11,373 | 16,582 12,135 11,509 | 10,846]| 13,176 34.6
Afro-American, African... wee| 15,087 1,523| 2,802 1,20 2,060] 2,2%9] 1,570} 1,338 1,034 1,001 26.2
ARrican Indi8f.eceeescecesassacocsas 2,053 148 264 130 302 434 294 206 18] 16| 2.2

vereeen 540 7 6| - 36 74 12 79 6 29 47| 30.8

ceesnne 194 25 26 28 80 118 LYAN 118 149 162 47.7

1,362 50 94 48 137 268 193 175 177 219 39.3

cevense 11,501 424 900 564 1,113 1,923 1,538 1,516 1,462} -2,062 40.4

525 60 72 39 s 98 70 46 47 57 30.7

“ee 3,067 114 284 141 336 598 407 393 74 400 36.2

ves 17,160 789 1,428 %4 2,073 3,078 2,282 2,23 1,995 | 2,540 741

567 18 76 19 61| 108 90 94 68 kL:} 35.6

534 8 22 13 38 85 66 n 12 117 49.7

9,760 334 765 450 1,111 1,703 1,276 1,294 1,239 1,58 39.0

b ST B T 6,110 169 422 250 701 950 768 870 987 993 42.3
len_on 529 |- 30 54 32 52 97 61 m 53 50 35.0
Norwegian. 1,232 25 82 28 123 230 178 162 174 229 42.2
3,498 78 195 118 344 S4S 422 483 642 671 46.0

493 20 46 20 n 102 61 63 6 47 3.7

; 1,496 A1 69 3s 110 264 169 172 224 410 48.4
1,615 kY] 8 41 145 273 265 221 237 30 43.5

9,162 1,158 1,866 750 1,403 1,708 1,172 762 498 445 23.5

558 2 7 57 51 66 101 82 52 52 3s.8

5,889 8 1,208 433 903 1,062 618 394 261 224 " 2l.9

° . 1,107 124 246 108 139 204 123 85 46 k) 22.1
475 52 80 26 4 97 88 &40 14 14 26.6

1,733 167 263 126 246 279 242 161 125 125 27.3

F L L T 1,216 25 42 24 120 214 162 143 156 326 46.5
Other eingle ancestry Erouplececccess 7,646 kY3 566 349 882 1,376 926 976 989 | 1,239 38.3

Wltiple ancestry groupsle.......| 82,582 7,780 15,267 7,88} 11,300] 12,039| 8,266 7,200] 6,488 6,356} 2a.5

Anoeetry not specifisd?.....eeee. | 37,5351 2,578 | 4,827 29581 5,215] 8,906| 4,497 | 3,966] 3,489 [4,003] 30.3
ABOTACAN « v eensreeeesenecennnsnnnnes | 13,592 | 1,253 2123 1,006 | 1,909 1,957 1,433 1,217 1,142 1,502] 27.6
Other.....

Xot reported......... viviiit] 23,788 1,608) 2,68 1,853 3,348 318| 30a6] 2,617 2,9m| 2,488 3.6
Selected multiple ancestry groups:®
American Indian and other group{u). 7,847 838 1,508 o 3,127 1,235 841 714 498 76 23.4
Dutoh and other roup{ml.cecciieses 4,759 L 1,131 6717 838 723 684 661 633 733 27.3
Xagltsh and other groupled......... | 28,503 | 2,382 4,767 | 2,655| 3,63| 3,8 2,983 | 2,89 | 2,685 2,752 2.1
FPrench and otber group(e).ceceeeees 11,000 1,012 2,027 1,106 1,478 1,5 1,135 922 902 833 24.5
34,489 3,497 6,817 3,457 4,995 5,092 3,355 2,830 2,309 | 2,136 23.0
33,992 | 20971 S0t | 3,91 4,s36) a709| 3,553 38! 2eed| 3,000 2.7
5,622 743 1,482 621 1,072 881 433 197 127 62 17.7
Poligh and other group(e)..eceeeces 4,923 498 1,208 568 734 786 493 261 208 167 20.3
Scottieh and other group(ed........ 12,590 823 1,779 1,026 1,511 1,608 1,256 1,421 1,482 1,685 32.2
MALX
TOAL POTSCOR. s rnrreecnananees | 104,527 | 8,080 15525 | 8,005 13,577 16,76 11,971 1096 ] 9,84} 9,76] 2.2
Single ancestry groups 47,299 2,826 5,292 2,647 5,387 8,316 6,119 3,767 5,240] S,705 3.0
Atro-Amerioun, African. 7,015 780 1,433 653 908 992 683 §21 481 448 23.0
Amoricam Indign.ccceccccsssscsecsecns 965 7 133 ] ¢ 60 129 209 152 9 64 54 29.2
Lo Y T 259 11 as 25 k] s4 29 k] 14 23 29.3
Crechoslovakidn.ccceoasss essissane 87 13 17 13 &4 38 &9 62 76 51 8.2
DALCRees srrescarterneonae 683 26 55 30 n 146 86 86 . 8 104 36.7
Xaglish... 5,650 221 473 8 559 976 7% 762 1 .75 38.9
Filiptno.. 258 a8 43 26 10 28 30 26 15 &2 29.3
¥reack. . 1,465 58 18 66 140 a2 208 183 165 174 35.0
German. . 8,756 403 47 in 9n 1,670 1,232 1,196 1,008] 1,136 6.6
437 SR 283 1} 3A 6 3 53 &7 41 [} 16 35.9
Mungarian. 260 6 15 6 1 48 41 7 29 56 45.4
£ T\ VAN 4,583 173 401 228 5322 8A1 602 611 566 639 37.1
B4 T B T S S 3,039 82 229 129 362 AS8S 390 {46 468 A4S 1.0
JOPANGRB .t i srnsarerrttrsrree” 242 17 kK] 11 28 50 2 29 29 22 1.3
Norwegian... cecssenee 608 10 32 10 62 102 92 98 115 A6
Polish. - esessnses 1,693 A8 112 59 178 265 213 219 a1 279 3.7
Portuguese.. .es 234 7 25 8 24 60 29 k13 k) 17 34.0
Muasian..... e 723 25 as 19 52 144 8 95 108 169 A5.6
. B00tti0N. ciciiiannniee cessccntrrrnne 933 13 AL 21 n 175 175 141 132 159 43.0
T L T P R T TP TR TP T P TP 4,772 600 944 99 666 804 ?65 60 234 200 22.7
255 10 33 8 23 N as [}] 2 15 30.4
* 2,986 A20 595 240 439 540 322 194 126 11 21.8
474 50 1324 . &7 _-..544 77- 33 5 - 184 - -:12-{-- --20.0
Ceatral and South American.. 228 28 ‘37 19 32 46 Al 16 [ LR 24.5
Other Spandsheccccsss 827 92 146 50 116 110 113 72 69 56 25.8
Y ) 598 13 i 12 51 117 8 88 b >148 45.7
Cthor single ancestry SrouUpPMecccceces 3,884 19 276 191 452 713 516 516 491 540 37.3
l: \l)‘C See footaotes at end cf table.
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Table 2. Age of the Population, by Ancestry and Sex: November 1979—Continued
(Mumbers is thowssads. Civiltan mominstitutional populstion)
Age (ysars) '
Anocestry and gex Total, 65 and | Median
a1l ages {Under 5|5 to 13 lkt?l7 18 to 24 | 25 to 34 |35 to 44 | 4S to 54 |35 to 6b over age

MALR--Continued
Maltiple me}ntry groupsd..eeens e 38,810 3,967 7,137 3,963 5,519 5,406 3,458 3,269 2,924 | 2,368 22.9
Ancestry not specified?....ccieee 18,418 1,207 2,486 1,495 2,672 3,042 2,195 1,928 1,670 1,644 29.2

American . 6,439 372 1,088 322 922 977 662 608 A9 599 26.2
other.... 83 8 5 3 11 14 8 7 5 ,21 35.7
MOt reported.cceseresarrranssnnisens| 11,896 708 | 1,393 970| 1,738] 2,051 ‘1,528 1,313 1,095 1,024  30.6
Selscted multipls ancestry groups:? .
American Indisn and other group(s). 3,696 470 828 n 515 513 333 308 216 146 20.8
Dutch and other group(s).....vveess 3,061 28 589 359 410 365 258 298 286 254 24.0
Ruglish snd other Eroupls)....ieees 13,286 1,245 2,406 1,316 1,823 1,739 1,300 1,27 1,204 982 2.5
french and other Eroup(s)...viveees 4,979 515 998 560 662 699 486 414 s1 296 22,7
German and other group(e).. 16,645 1,807 3,481 1,762 2,519 2,316 1,541 1,348 1,056 8th 21.8
Irish and othﬂ:‘(mp(l)- . . 15,390 1,560 2,982 1,579 2,121 2,017 1,441 1,275 \1.295 1,121 23.4
Italian and other group(s)......... 2,742 as2 766 | - 29 499 415 205 101 &3 N 16.9
Polish and’ other group(s)......v.vs 2,427 225 594 291 n n 237 142 114 60 20.4
Scottish and other group(s).c.ieces 5,831 421 912 53k 754 696 535 663 689 628 29.2

FEMALX
TOt&l POTICEB..errrrverererraes | 112,086 7,720 | 34,899 7,851 14,410 17,7123 12,926 11,711 10,990 | 13,856 313

Singls mécltry:\grwpl... vieeaes 49,197 2,619 5,028 2,502 5,986 8,226 6,016 5,742 5,606 7,471 35.4
Afro-American, African....... . 8,042 78 1,439 638 1,152 1,267 886 m 554 6A6 25.4
Amorican IndARN.:ciierressariaraneyes 1,088 75 131 n 172 225 142 113 73 82 .
CDADEIO. recrassarirorasrssasssssnsaes 280 16 k23 11 41 58 51 34 15 % .
Czochoslovakimn. i e ierestireensinrans 407 10 9 15 36 60 as 56 73 110 .
DULCh. s cravnarasrisransserssaansisans 677 25 39 18 66 123 107 90 94 113 .

29.2
32,2

31.4

ALk

ENEUBR. o tveerernrrerssirareronanee s 5,851 202 427 n 554 948 748 756 1) 1,191] AL
Filipino.. ven 267 2 20 1 25 70 40 20 22 15 1.3
Prench. ... . 1,582 56 181 5 198 m 200 207 209 | - 226] 376
Jerman. ..ieeens . 8,403 £ 682 356 1,096 | 1,407 1,049 1,034 990 | 1,404 | 37.6
GYOOK. eeerraees 284 7 a2 12, 28 52 42 52 bY] 22| 3s.
Mingarian....... 274 2 s 7 28 8 26 36 73 61| sa.2
Iritheeerecraces 5,177 1 64 222 589 862 674 683 6731 96| 40.8
TEALAD. 1 rnnerrarannes srasasernans 3,071 86 193 121 339 465 78 425 519 sas| A8
IpLnese. . uaees 28? 12 2 21 24 ar| oW 73 2 28| 9.9
624 15 50 18 62 128 13 5 76 14|  39.6

1,806 0 [} s 166 280 209 268 | 391} 478

259 1 21 12 a7 a2 32 32 30| 3.4

768 17 34 17 s8 120 85 77 119 200{ 51.8

682 19 M 20 74 98 90 80 106 150 4A.A

4,990 ss8 922 3as1 737 904 607 402 263 243 24.3

3 18 7 14 26 s 66 39 1 37] 383

2,903 367 612 193 464 522 256 200 135 1 22.0

3 75 114 62 86 127 70 $0 31 19 23.5

246 26 A3 7 32 s1 a7 24 10 9 28.4

90S 74 117 7 129 169 127 88 36 6| 28.4

618 12 28 12 69 |~ 97 77 60 © 182 47,6

Other siagls Ancestry ErouPS......... 3,762 pETY 292 157 32 a6l A0 460 &7 100]  39.5

Widtipls ancestry growpst........| 43,772 3,83 7,530 3,86| s.821| 6,033 508 3,931 3,%6h] 3,9%) 263
Ancestry not specified®..........| 19,117 x.z:';1 2,31 1,48 2,603 | 2,86 | 2,302 2,008 1,020 2,999 31.8
s - © '

ABOTIOBA. coseorsssocossotacccsscsanes 7,153 1,038 574 988 980 |- m [] 632 904 8.3
Otharceeeace ceese 112 [} 16 7 7 20 10 s 11 3l 36.0
Not reported,. iveans 11,852 700 1,291 882 1,610 1,864 3,521 1,364 1,156 | 1,A88 32.7
Selscted multipls ancestry groups:?
Amsrican Indian and other group(s). A,152 369 683 n 611 722 308 A09 282 230 2¢.0
Dutoh and other group(s)...cceveese 3,698 21 542 318 A23 506 427 363 pIY ) 479 30.4
English aad other group(ed...c.c.e 15,216 1,33 2,361 1,33 1,811 2,069 1,682 1,568 1,000 1,770 2.6
Pronch and otrer group(sd.ceciiease 6,021 A8 1,029 547 1ne 885 6A9 508 331 538 26.4
German aad other gxroupl(e)...cicecees 17,840 1,680 3,397 1,695 2,A76 2,776 1,014 1,A82 1,254 | 1,320 2.3
Irish and other group(s). .es 18,602 1,410 3,009 1,611 2,418 2,692 2,113 1,173 1,468 | 1,910 28.2
Italian and other group(s aes 2,880 k]N] 716 m > 574 66 228 %% [ 23 18.4
Polish aad other grougle).......... 2,06 am 611 m 36l M6 238 119 94 107 20.3
Scottish and other growp(s).c.ecves 6,759 403 967 92 157 912 720 758 793 ] 1,087 3.4

ipersons reporting miltipls snowstry groups may be imoluded ia more than ose category. Total represents all persons reportisg multipls am-
oestry groups, rather than the sum of anoestry groups reported,

I1ncludes B » , poasss indicating religious groups, sad other-umclassifisbls responses.

Ipersoas reporting multiple sacestry groups may be fucluded in move tasa osé category.




. Table 3. Selectad Social and Economic
- M s (Numbers in th ds. Civi-~
’ . » . .
2. ! . Total . Selected single ancestry groups
s Selected characteristics : ’
4 # . B .
. Mumber | Peroent | Xaglish | French Gersan Irish{ Italian| Polish| Scottish| Spanish Other
! -~
MATIVITY™ '
1 TOLAYecscesmereensesenssnnsnss | 216,613 x| 1,50 3,047 17,260 9,7601 6,110| 3,498 1,65 9,762] 34,00
2 . (x) 100.0 100.0 100.0 | 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
3 Native of native parentage.. 174,175 80.4 9.9 19.4 85.3 86.8 &2.7 48.7 75.2 [T WA 7.3
4 Yoreign birth or parentage.......... | 35,378 16.3 10.0 20.4 14.7 13.1 57.3 51.1 24.8 58.4 28.4
5 Native of foreign or mixed Parent- -
[ T T T T T TR T ) 23,648 10.9 6.2 15.3 10.7 10.4 4k .1 40.3 14.2 25,1 16.0
6 Yoreign .born... esssssssssssss | 11,730 5.4 3.8 5.1 4.0 2.7 13.1 10.8 10.5 30.3 12.3
7 Mot YepOrtedecicsceccscccasssesncsas 7,061 331, - 0.2 0.1 0.1 - 0.1 - 0.2 0.4
- AXS1DKNCE L
s TOtALeereeearsresesesanssennas | 216,613 | 1,50 3,07] 17,160] 9,760] s6,110] 3,498 1,615 | 9,762{ 34,043
9 Porcont.. ileccersrcccsvnnass (x) 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0] 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
» 10 | Metropolitan....ccorreniarecisosanes 146,219 67.5 57.2 58.4 61.3 62.6 86.3 83.2 62.9 8.b 76.4
1 In SMSA's of 1 million or more.:.. | 82,467 as.l 27.1 24.7 32.2 36.1 58.2 59.9 30.4 54.6 48.3
12 In conmtral cAtieS.ccscecccecnsse| 31,081 14.3 7.8 7.h 8.7 12.4 20.4 23.6 10.3 30.9 27.5
13 Outside central cities..........| 351,386 239 19.2 17.4 23.5 23.7 7.8 36.3 20.1 2.7 20.8
14 In SHSA's of under 1 milldon...... | 63,7521 ~ 29.4 30.1 3.7 29.1 26.5 28.1 23.3 32.5 29.8 28.1
15 | Nonmetropolitan.....cceecnsssssseess | 70,394 32.5 2.8 41.6 3ag N.4F 137 16.8 7.0 15.6 2.6
MARITAL STATUS s
16 Kale, 14 years and over.......| 90,931 x| 4,95 1,2e4] 7,605] a009] 2,728] 1,53 | 3,227 12,54
17 N POrContocce seenescraas cona) oy x) 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
18 | Single (nover mrhd)l.... ceees | 24,558 30.3 19.7 18.1 19.6 23.0 21.8 21.8 13.4 33.0 28.7
19 «eee | 50,982 63,0 73.7 75.5 739 69.2 70.6 7.2 79.6 62.8 6.9
20 ceene 1,887 2.3 2.1 2.2 2.8 2.9 3.4 3.5 3.2 1.0 3.0
21 cen 3,508 4.3 4.5 4.2 3.7 A8 4.2 3.5 3.9 3.2 b.b
22 Yenale, 14 years and over..... | 99,467 (x) 5,223 1,385 70338 4,651 2,791 1,691 618 3,511 14,34
23 |o POrcents cessvesssssssccssaes (X) 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
24 | Single (never married).... ceses | 21,643 24.2 14.9 15.0}. . 16.7 17.1 19.3 18.2 12.6 26.5 5.4
25 [ Married..ccceccercccnnanee cesee | 51,866 58.0 63.2 68.6 647 63.1 61.4 60.6 62.5 60.7 S5.4
26 ceeee | 10,353 11.6 15.4 11.3 13.2 14.9 13.9 16.9 20.4 6.2 12.7
27 | DAvVOrcedecsscccesscvscsssccsacscevaes 5,607 6.3 6.5 5.1 5.4 5.0 5.4 4.3 4.8 6.6 6.5
MOUSENOLD RRIATIONSNIP ¢
~ - . .
28 In houseRolds. s eereaererenese | 216,57} | 11,0991 3,087 17,058 9,754| 6,210 3,498 1,631 9,761 34,0
29 Poroent..ccoees crssnee (x) 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
30 | ouseholder.ecicecaaes csssees | 79,383 36.6 47.1 48.3 46.6 5.9 45.8| 47.1 58.8 29.7 40.4
K} Family householder.. eessses | 59,000 27.2 s 5.4 36.1 32.5 389 3.4 45.6 25.1 30.0
32 Hal®ieeeorsennnass eeseees | 50,423 233 3.6 K2RV Y Ja 28.6 3l.b 3.0 62.7 20.0 2.7
3 Ponal@ccecccoaae 8,57y 4.0 3.5 4.1 3.0} - -39 3.5 3.4 2.9 5.2 6.1
3 Nonfamily bousehol 20y342 9.4 « 11.9 9.8 10.5 12.4 10.9 12.6 131 4.8 10.3

¢ kL] y Malecieseiennnes 8,526 39N [ WA 4.5 b.b 4.9 b.h 4.7 5.9 2.4 4.8
36 Fomale..ocoannns cssessseses | 11,816 5.5 1.5 5.3 6.1 7.5 6.5 7.9 7.3 2.1 5.6
37 | BpOuSe. . cccssssscirtettstiisranns 47,818 22.1 27.3 29.1 26.6 28.4 26.6 2r.8 | 2p.8 18.5 20.3

\ 38 | Ovm child under 1 years old........ | 43,080 19.9 10.8 12.4 12.4 10.5 9.3 7.2 7.2 29.1 17.2
39 | Other relative..cieceecsesvsssasssss | 41,109 19.0 12.4 109 119 13.6 16.0 1540 8.9 19.9 19.4
AOQ | NoDrelative...ccceecccscaressnsdonns 5,220 2.4 2.5 2.3 2.5 2.6 23 2.8 O N 3 2.8 2.7
41 In group QUATtETS.ccscccsFores a2 - - - - 0.1 - - 0.1 - -
- .
YIANS OF scwody, coPlETRD 7 . ) '
EERN .

. A2 Male, 23 years and over....... | 59,249 | 4,0 1,057 s,0] 3,258 2,237| 1,297 782 2063] 10,004
A3 POrCORt.cccsccestctcscnscncs (x) 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0, 100.0 100.0 100.0
A | Rlementary: O to 8 years..c..cieenn| 10,629. 17.9 13.5 18.6 15.5 17.2 20,6} .. 19.7 L] Lha7 21.1
*AS |[igh sshool:t 1 to 3 ye&rs.c.cceeeces " 7,913 13.4 11.9 14.4 121 14.0 16.8 15.9 9. 12.8 15.2
46 b YOATB.viraseecasecee | 19,Ah8 z.8 32.8 36.3 37.8 33.5 31 A5 .2 22.1 30.8
471 | Colleget 1 or more: years....... | 21,258 +35.9 A1.8 30.7 34.6 5.3 28.6 -29.8 50.0 20.3 32.9
A8 | Percest high school graduates....... (X 2 687 74.6 &7.0]  -72.4 68.8 62.7 4.4 81.2 42.5 '63.7
Ay Yomale, 25 yoars and over.....| 67,206 o] a2 18| S8k 3,807 2,332 1,466 s26 | 2,422} 11,0t
50 B L T P P (X) 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 200.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
S1 | Klementary: O to 8 years...c.eeees 11,370 169} - 11.5 20.5 15.9 15.8 23.0 23.1 9.5 4.6 20.9

- 52 | Mgh school: 1 tod yearsececasvee | 9,717 14.5 11.9 1.8 12.0 14.2 16.6 14.8 12.4 14.8 16.3
83 A yoardecieaoanas 27,525 A1.0 42.6 43.0 &6.4 3.9 4.8 7.7 8.4 27.3 36.4
S& | College: 1 or more years....... | 18,593 3.7 3.1 22.7 25.6 26.1 16.5 21.4 39.7 13.3 26.4
.
) ss | Percent high school gradustes....... (X) & 76.7 65.7 72.0 70.0 60.4 39.1 78.1 40.5 62.8
. Bee footnotes st end of table.
? . ::
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) i Table 3. Selected Social and Economic Characteristics ¢
(Numbsrs in thousande. Civi-~
' 3 , Total Selected single ancestry groupe
2 Selected charaoteristica
k] ’ .
Number | Perceat | Buglish | Fremch| Uerman Irish| Italien| Polish | Scottish| Spantish Other .
LITERACY IN ANY LANGUAGK #*
1 Total, 14 years old and over.. | 170,398 100.0| 10,177 ] 2,649 14,943 | 8,660| 5,520| 3,228 1,493 | 6,738 27,325
2 | Can resd and write...:sisssiaraniess | 163,629 96,0 10,160} 2,622| 14,929| 8,625| 5,478] 3,208 1,493 | 6,547| 27,08
3 | Cannot read end write.....ivsuiinses 981 0.6 17 28 14 36 & 17 - 191 241
4 Percent 0f those Teporting........ 0.60 x) 0.17 1.04 0.09 0.41 0.75 0.54 - 2.8 0.88
5 Not Xeported..coreeressrsscsseranaes 3,788 3.4 - - - - - - - -1. -
i DPLOYMENT STATUS . -
6 ‘Both sexes, 16 years old and , :
OVOr.:iiveriiiiiiiaiiiseneeess | 162,589 100.0| 9,911 | 2,576| 14,600| 8,431] S,A12] 3,167 1,472 6,356] 26,31t
7 | Clvilian labor £0orce......vevveeesss | 103,997 64,0 6,166 1,665 9,602] 5,164} 3,363] 1,944 961| 4,067 16,300
' EmpLoyed..iiisisrrrrsssssssnssnens | 98,099 60.3] 5,947 | 1,572] 9,347] 4,%08] 3,204 1,80 941} 3,699 15,112 e
9 Unemployed....es s veerreeens | 5,980 3.6 219 LX) 26 256 159 104 21 68| 1,18 -
10 {  Percent of civilian labor force. 5.7 (x) 3.6 5.6 kI8 5.0 &.7 5.4 2.1 9.0 7.3
11 | Not 4n labor fOrC®..siescesersersess| 58,592 36,0 3,745 911| 4,958| 3,267| 2,048} 1,223 s10| 2,289 10,012
12 Males, 16 years old and over....| 76,959} 100.0] 4,807 1,229| 7,419) 3,879 2,672} 1,499 865 | 3,042 12,468
13 | Clvilfan 1abor £0XCe.:sravseerrasass | 59,354 77.1] 3,650 966| 5,917 2,921 2,031 1,124 682 2,478| 9,168
. 1% Bployed. viiissnnrnais 56,389 7,31 3,50 915| 5,766 2,795| 1,957 1,066 667| 2,290| 8,602
- 15 Unempldyed.ciecenrirarrsssrnsienns ] 2,965 3.9 110 51 151 127 7% 58 15 188 566
- 16 Percent of civilian lsbor force. 5.0 x) 3.0 5.2 2.5 4.3 3.7 5.2 2.1 7.6 6.2
17 | Mot 4n lsbor 20rce.sssssssssssssisss | 17,608 22.9| 1,187 263} 1,503 958 6hl 375 183 S6h| 3,297
18 Pemales, 16 yoars old and over..| 85,631| 100.0| 5,206 2,347} 7,81 4,552] 2,739] 1,668| 607 3,314| 13,847
19 | Clvilian labor £0XCe.c.vvsrsrrsssses | 44,643 s2.1| 2,516 69| 3,726 2,243] 1,332 820 279 | 1,58 ) 7,11
20 Employed. s rrsserins 41,710 48,7 2,407 657 3,581 2,114 1,247 774 273 | 1,409} 6,510
21 Unemployed..vvsvirnsriisrnensnnnss | 2,933 3.4 109 43 145 129 85 b6 6 180 23 .
© 22 Peroent of civilian labor force. 6.6 (x) 4.3 6.1 3.9 5.8 6.4 5.6 2.1 1.3 8.7
23 | Not 4n labor 20rC®.....ivreserssssss | 40,988 47,91 2,588 6h8| 3,455] 2,309| 1,408 848 27| 11,7251 6,74
OYN CHILDREN UNDER 14 YEARS
2% Total famildes*::.ssiersenssess| 59,001 )| 4,039 1,080 6,196] 3,174 2,134 1,205 736] 2,453| 10,226
L POrCOnt. e rirrariansainnrns (x)| 100.0] 100.0| 100.0| 100.0] 100.0| 100.0| 100.0 100.0| 100.0| 100.0
26 | No own children under 14 years......| 34,559 58, 65.5 57.9 60.2 61.7 64.8 65.9 65.1 39,2 56.5
27 | Some own children under 14 years’... | 24,442 41.4 34.5 42,1 39.8 38.3 35.2 34.1 3.9 60.8 43.5
28 One cBLld.isterssrenssnensnnnses | 11,272 19.1 16.4 20.9 17.5 17.5 17.4 16.5 18.8 23.2 20.5
2 TWo cR12dIen. : ssrsersssaaserssss 8,701 14.7 12.7 15.0 15.7 14.8 11.& 12.4 13.0 20.5 14.6
t30 Three children or more... v | a470 7.6 5.4 6.2 6.6 6.0 6.4 5.2 31 17.2] . 8.4
k} Some under 6 years .} o12,829 21.7 17.4 22.0 21.6 18.4 17.1 16.4 14.9 38,9 2.1
32 Some 6 to 13 yearsi...vieieiiiaas | 17,043 28.9 24.5 28.1 21.7 27.3 25.8 24.1 24.9 39.4 30.1
PANILY INCOME
kk] Total famildes*......cevvsnss. | 59,001 x)| 4,039| 1,080| 6,196 3,174 2,134 1,208 736 2,453] 10,226
3% Faniliee reporting income.......| 53,714 x| 3,ns| 1,002| s,672| 2,95 | 1,902| 1,065 677 | 2,216| 9,358
s Porcent.. . . x)| 100.0{ 100.0f 100.0 100.0| 100.0] 100.0| 100.0 100.0| 100.0{ 100.0
‘. 36 | Under $5,000...... ] os,138 9.6 6.9 8.6 5.2 7.7 4.9 6.4 5.2 18.8 14.3
kY ,000 to $9,999.... verereans | 9,378 17.5 16.8 17.7 14.6 17.3 17.0 12.9 1.2 21.5 20.3
38 | $10,000 to- $14,999.. vesssranees | 10,634 19.8 19.4 21.0 19.7 20.2 18.6 22.0 16.4 22.8 19.6
k] 5,000 to $19,999.. eeriaianee | 8,583 16.0 15.2 17.5 18.0 17.0 19.5 18.4 14.0 12.8 14.7
40 0,000 to $24,999.. e ) 8111 15.1 15.5 17.7 18.6 16.3 16.9 15.9 16.0 9.0 12,5
A1 | $25,000 and over...iissiiiinnienness | 11,873 22,1 26,2 17.5 2.9 21.8 23.0 24,8 3.1 8.9 18.7
42 | Median family incom®....sviesrrsress | $15,764 (1) | $16,891 | 415,571 | $17,331 | 316,092 | $16,993 { 316,977 | $20,018 | $10,607 | $13,755
-

= Mpresents zero or rounds to zero.
(X) Not spplicable.

ipersons reporting multiple ancestry groups may be inoluded in more than one category. Total represents all persons reporting multiple
ancestry groups, rather than the sum of ancestry groups reported.

21ncludes P ' P indicating religious groups, and unolassifiable respounses.

Sperecne reporting multiple ancestry groups may be inoluded in more than one category.
. “ranilies are cleseified by the ancestry group of the householder. e
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of Ancestry Groups: November 1979—Continued

. 1tam nonistitutional population)

s ' Selected muiltiple ancestry groups’
Amsrican . E
Multipls Anoestry Indian Dutch English French German Irish Italisn Polish Scottish
noutrg not and other| emd other| and other| and other apd other | .and other | and other| snd cther| and other 3‘ -
groups specitied? group(s) group(s) group(as) group(s) group(s) group(s) group(s) group(s) group(a) .
59,535 30,133 5,501 5,094 21,354 7,961 24,174 25,030 3,394 3,219 9,988 1
59,456 24,027 5,479 5,086 21,343 7,955 24,153 24,993 3,38 3,213 | 9,975 2
79 317 22 8 11 6 .22 37 5 7 13 3
0.13 1.30 0.9 0.16 0.05 0.08 0.09 0.15 0.15 0.21 0.13 4
- 5,788 - -1° - - - - - - - 5
. 55,669 28,684 5,135 4,774 izo.oae 7,401 22,467 23,499 3,079 2,942 9,524 6
36,733 17,991 3,438 2,975 12,848 4,83 15,295 14,970 2,261 2,170 5,785) 7
34,625 16,807 3,135 2,770 12,18 4,53 14,465 14,073 2,100 2,060 5,505| 8
2,108 1,084 303 204 664 300 829 97 161 110 281 9
5.7 6.0 8.8 6.9 5.2 6.2 5.4 6.0 7.1 5.1 4.9 10
~ 18,936 10,693 1,69 1,799 7,198 2,567 7,172 8,529 818 773 3,738 11
25,183 13,598 2,220 2,059 9,012 3,185 10,487 10,107 1,452 1,458 a,207] 12
19,821 10,596 1,752 | 1,564 6,978 2,546 8,425 7,733 1,204 1,222 3,133 ) 13
18,794 9,397 1,617 1,463 6,640 2,415 8,021 7,322 1,122 1,168 2,986 | 14
1,027 598 135 101 339 130 403 412 82 54 18] 15
5.2 5.6 7.7 6.5 4.9 5.1 4.8 5.3 6.8 ' 4.71 16
5,362 3,303 467 495 2,033 639 2,062 2,374 249 236 1,11 17
30,486 14,785 2,915 2,715 11,035 4,216 11,980 13,392 1,627 1,485 5,276 | 18
% 16,912 7,395 1,686 1,410 5,870 2,288 6,870 7,237 1,057 947 2,652 | 19
15,830 6,909 1,518 1,307 5,544 2,118 6,hisds 6,752 978 Ml 2,519 | 20
1,081 486 168 103 326 170 426 485 79 56 133 21
6.4 6.6 10.0 7.3 5.5 7.4 6.2 6.7 7.5 5.9 5.0 22
13,574 7,390 1,299 1,304 5,165 1,928 5,110 6,155 570 537 2,624 | 23 R
17,309 10,449 1,706 1,457 6,344 2,284 6,889 7,112 733 897 3,086 24
100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0] = 100.0 100.0 100.0| 25
58.7 57.9 50.8 63.8 63.3 $6.6 56.9 60.5 42.6 . &4 .0 68.0| 26
41.3 42.1 49.2 36.2 36.7 &3.4 43.1 3.5 57.4 56.0 32.0] 27
19.0 19.9 22.9 16.0 16.8 209 19.5 19.0 27.1 24.2 15.9| 28
15.1 14.2 16.2 12.8 4.1 13.9 16.3 13.7 21.6 20.5 10.6] 29
7.2 8.1 10.1 7.3 5.8 8.5 7.3 6.8 8.7 11.3 5.5] 30
’ 21.1 22.3 26.6 18.2 17.1 ',zm . 22.3 20.1 .l 30.8 14.0] 31
28.8 29.7 34.0 25.8 2629 30.8 29.9 27.1 38.6 38.5 23.7| 32
7,309 10,449 1,706 1,457 6,344 2,284 6,889 7,112 733 897 3,086 33
6,085 9,003 1,578 1,364 5,908 2,075 6,395 6,593 676 827 2,854 34
100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0} 35
6.4 4.1 3.4 8.8 5.3 7.2 5.3 7.2 7.8 4.6 5.6| 36
14.7 19.8 20.8 19.1 14.5 15.5 13.8 16.2 12.9 10.0 14.2] 37
18.5 21.8 21.5 18.6 17.9 19.6 18.5 19.4 16.0 17.4 17.3] 38
16.3 15.2 16.9 15.5 15.6 15.9 16.9 16.3 20.6 18.0 14.9| 39
16.7 13.0 15.0 16.4 16.0 16.0 17. 16.2 16. 20.1 17.1] 40
7.3 16.1 12.8 21.6 30.7 25.8 28.6 247 26.0 © 299 30.9] 4l
$17,810 813,454 313,641 415,868 418,680 | 417,068 $18,375 $16,860 $17,833 $19,968 39,148| %2

=
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Table 4. Mother Tongue of Persons 14 Years Old and Over, by Age: November 1979
{Mumbers in thousands. (ivilisn noninstitutional population)

Total, N Percent by age (years)
Mother tongue 14 years
and over Total 14 to 17 18 to 24 25 to 4h 45 to 64 65 to 74| 75 and over
TOtALeceesesenessssscsascesanas 170,398 100.0 9.4 16.4 34.9 25.5 8.8 |~ 5.0
. Englash O0LYececeenesrvesncncrannnnns 131,864 100.0 10.5 17.9 35.5 23.9 7.9 4.3
514 100.0 6.4 16.9 42.4 24.1 7.4 3.1
511 100.0 0.8 4.1 21.9 40.5 18.0 14,5
2,417 100.0 4.5 9.7 36.0 32.7 10.9 6.2
5,138 100.0 2.2 6.0 5.3 37.1 16.3 13.2
475 | . 100.0 4.8 9.3 41.7 35.8 " 54 3.6
ItAl2AN. ceoesctcctcasasctsasstssnnnes 4,100 100.0 2.4 7.3 30.0 38.4 14.8 7.2
JAPADSSO. . tisetecn s 449 100.0 4.7 13.8 3.8 37.2 8.2 4.5
NOXwegian, ccoveens . 590 160.0 - 2.9 23.7 41.5 18.8 13.1
Philippine languages . Wb 100.0 7.5 9.7 45.2 23.5 6.8 7.0
PoligR.ccecerrsnnnnes 2,452 100.0 1.5 5.1 29.1 41.2 16.7 6.3
POrtuguese’s ...oveees 409 100.0 7.1 13.7 40.6 29.8 4.4 4.4
Spantsh..ccciecancse 7,652 100.0' 10.9 20.6 43.0 * 189 4.1 2.6
Sweddshicieateananee cetesrsennee 550 1.0 0.9 2.0 19.6 32.9 25.3 19.3
Yiddasheeeeevennenan 1,180 100.0 0.4 3.6 26.1 29.6 25.8 14.7
ot cecetsstststseteteaseiettsian 5,569 100.0 3.7 10.3 31.6 33.5 12.9 8.0
lo:':;c'}hd 6,084 100.0 9.3 15.2 3G6.9 7.8 10.6 6.3
- Represents zero or rounds to rzero. N

Table 5. Persons 5 Years Old and Over Speaking Various Languages at Home, b} Age: November 1979

(fumbers im thousands. Civilian noninstitutional population) .

Persons 5

Language spoken at home years old Total, 5 to 13 14 to 17 18 to 24 25 to W4 45 to 64 65 to 74 75 years

and over percent yoars yoars years yoars yoars years and over

TotAleceeceesasssssscccenas 200,812 (x) 30,414 15,955 27,988 59,385 43,498 15,053 8,519

Porcentsceeciocccccicnnes (x) 100.0 15.1 7.9 13.9 29.6 21.7 7.5 4.2
Speaking Xnglish only..ceeeeacees 176,319 © 100.0 15.4 8.0 14.1 29.5 21.5 7.4 4.0
Speaking other language.......... 17,985 100.0 1.4 6.9 12.6 30.8 21.8 7.5 6.0 !

ChANes®. s soccservrssvessssanans 514 100.0 12.5 5.8 15.8 34.8 21.2 6.8 3.1

987 100.0 8.1 5.5 10.2 2.9 30.4 9.9 6.0

1,261 100.0 5.4 7.1 10.8 24.3 27.4 12.8 12.2

365 100.0 16.7 4.9 10.4 3s.1 21.9 &4 3.6

1,354 100.0 7.5 4.9 8.1 19.3 31.5 15.1 13.7

265 100.0 7.9 6.8 7.9 27.2 36.6 9.4 3.8

191 100.0 16.2 5.8 17.8 35.6 19.9 3.7 1.0

419 100.0 10.7 5.3 8.6 40.8 20.3 7.2 6.9

731 100.0 2.7 1.4 3.7 13.8 45.7 21.6 10.9

POrtugues®. ceccccccccrnsnssnens . 245 100.0 15.9 8.6 12.2 33.9 22.0 3.7 3.3

Spanish.. ceccevcctnnnsstrnnenne 8,768 100.0 20.2 8.8 15.4 34.6 15.8 3.1 2.2

234 100.0 8.5 0.4 3.0 15.8 20.9 29.1 21.8

2,651 100.0 10.0 4.9 10.8 30.3 233 10.1 10.6

6,508 100.0 1.1 8.4 13.5 26.9 5.1 9.5 5.6

»*.

(X) Not spplicable.

Table 6. Persons S Years Old and Over Speaking Languages Other Than English at Home, by Age: November 1979

(Numbers in thousands. Civilian noninstitutional populatioa)

. Persons 5

Language spoken at home yoars old 5 tol3 14 to 17 18 to 24 25 to 44 45 to 64 65 to 74 75 years
and over yoars yoars yoars years yeoars years |- and over

Total speaking languages other
than ENglish.ee ceerennceeeenes 17,985 2,585 1,241 2,258 5,548 3,918 1,355 1,080
100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
2.9 2.5 2.4 3.6 3.2 2.8 2.6 1.5
5.5 3.3 4.4 4.5 5.3 7.7 7.2 5.5
7.0 2.6 7.3 6.0 5.5 8.8 12.0 14.3
. 2.0 2.4 1.5 1.7 2.5 2.0 1.2 1.2
7.5 3.9 5.4 4.8 4.7 10.9 15.1 17.1
1.5 0.8 1.5 0.9 1.3 2.5 1.8 0.9
KOTOMNeceesvvssrvsavennnnsns 1.1 1.2 0.9 1.5 1.2 1.0 0.5 0.2
Prilippine languages....... 2.3 1.7 1.8 1.6 3.1 2.2 2.2 2.7
POliOR cesrcrvanvavennnans 4.1 0.8 0.8 1.2 1.8 8.5 1.7 7.4
POrtuguesd. . c.oeecrserence 1.4 1.5 1.7 1.3 1.3 1.4 0.7 0.7
Spanishe..opn e 48.8 68.5 61.9 59.8 54.6 35.3 20.2 17.9
Yiddish.een oo . 1.3 0.3 0.1 0.3 0.7 1.3 5.0 4.7
Othor 1anguages..ccceceesecroscssnnee 1.7, 10,2 10,5 12.7 14.5 15.8 19.7 25.9
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Table 7. English Ability of Persons 5 Years Old and Over Who Speak a Language Other Than English at Home,

by Language: November 1979

-

(Nusbers 1in thousands. Civilian Aocainstitutional population)

.

Age-and .ability to speak Inglish

Total

Language spoksn at home

Chinese

French

e

German Greek Italian Japanege

Persons S5 years old and OVEr..sisssssarsrreneee
Ability to spesk English:
Vary well, cisrsssesssnraseasssnasnrssnsnsasnenanne
Not well...
Not 8t 81l.iciscssssssse sssnsssesesssssanssnenssnes

PERCENT

Persons 5 Yyears old and OVeriiisiervssisisraners
Ability to spesk English:
Vary well.ooisrsnnrssossssrnrsnansrasssarsnrnnroees
Well,eorranerer
Not well.ii.erer
Not 8t 8ll::vvrevoseassssnasssessosnssnsesssnssnsse

Persons 5 to 13 years old..csceriinsrarsrrsscninn
Abiltty to spesk English:
Welleossssnessnmosassssnrsannsennssnre
Not Well..eerssenssnasssnnsssserssnssssssssnsnssnnsse

Not 8t 8lli:ierrsssesssssrossssanssssaesssssssensee

Persons 14 to 17 years oldiissssisecriiairesnnnne
Ability to speak English:
Vary wollosssrsssssenssnsnarssnnssnnestansesssnnene

Not 8t 8llessciasssssessssssnnssssnsnssssnsessssnne

Persons 18 to 26 years oldii:evvessssiinrnnensens
Ability to speak Xaglish:
Very well.i essvnnnns

Not 8t ll.isssresnsasssssssssnssssssnsrssnsrsersons

Porscns 25 to 64 ysars oldisesrrirsssrirreseniies
Ability to speak Knglish:
Well.vvnss
Not well.ieuss
Not at alleviiersrrcensrnns erenne

Persons 65 years and OVer...vsrssssssssssessnsnes
Ability to speak English:

Wellersssreserssrrasensnssarnnnsisene vierires

Not at all..

17,985

10,470
3,639
2,739
1,137

100.0

58.2
20.2
15.2

6.3

2,585

1,630
572

90
1,21

947
211
70
15

2,258

1,419
391
276
172

9,464

5,283
1,935
1,626

621

2,434

1,192
530
475
238

x)
100.0

63.1
22,1
11.3

3.5

100.0.

76.3
17.0
5.6
1.2

100.0

62.8
17.3
12.2

7.6

100.0

55.8
20.4
17.2

6.6

100.0

49.0
21.8
19.5

9.8

514
262
104

100.0

55.0
20.8
20,2

7.8

987

154
178
45
10

100.0
76.4
18.0

&6
1.0

101

81
16

595
54
113

24
157
102

17

1,261 363 1,354 265

1,014 222 887 139
198 59 248 Gh
L) 72 173 55

5 12 45 7

100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
80.4 60.8 65.5 §2.5
15.7 16.2 18.3 2.2

3.5 19.7 12.8 20.8
0.4 3.3 3.3 2.6

90 18 67 18
90 18 52 16

~ 13 1
- - 1 1

136 38 109 21

124
10

|ua~3
-
-
[

651 29 687 170
542 115 4531 ‘89

90 42 118 46
18 55 85 32

316 29 3% 36

82 15
14 4

o
=
OOy S
0
-3
-
o

197 7
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Table 7. English Ability of Persons 5 Years Old and Over Who Speak a Language Othor Than English at Home,
by Lm(mu' November 1979—Continued
(Muabsr ia thoussnds. czva}hn noninstitutional population)
' Langusge spoksn at home
Age and ability to speak English Philippine R
Korean langusges Polisk Portuguese | < Spanish Yiddieh Other
Persons 5 years old and over.....ieiiecieeeenns 191 419 731 248 8,768 234 2,651
Ability to speak English:
- VOXY wollertotieerosseessnnanersionessasenarassanes 58 191 513 138 4,446 180 1,667
Wolleieneaetnns 48 169 . 97 37 1,85 30 356
L) b N 66 S4 86 56, 1,640 21 324
Not &t B11eeerrarnnnssenanssnnnerenssonnssssssnines 20 s 3s 1s! 836 2 108
- ¢ -
PERCENT N *
Persons $ years old and ov-r 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0] 100.0 100.0 100.0
Ability to speak Knglish: o
VOry wolliiciivosiarsiaoentirosaraseseiessassnsanse 30.4 43.6 70.2 56.3 30.7 76.9 62.9
25.1 40.3 13.3 13.1 21,0 - 12.8 +21.0
34.6 12.9 11.8 22.% 18.7 9.0 12.2
Not &t 8ll.cueienrcrnranssnresssnnssassosarsanernes 10.8% 1.2 4.8 6.1 9.5 0.9 ! 4.0
Persons S to 13 years Oldiceiiirreserrrrsssarians k}§ 45 20 39 1,770 20 264
Ability to speak English:
Very well.... 18 32 16 0 1,033 | 6 161
| 3 § SR 3 1 - & (733 9 50
Not wellisteisossnrassnonanse Perisertiasarenaee 8 3 &4 2 277 3 r
Not At Alliivirrisessrertesrentsusersrsoayesantvens 2 - - - 69 2 17
Persons 14 to 17 yoars oldicieierereresioresssene . S O 22 10 21 768 1 130 !
Ability to speak Englieh:
Vory well . 3 16 7 21 366 - 86
Wolle errearnnns 3 6 1 - 144 1 k38
Not well.ieoees 6 - 2 - A6 - 11
Not &t 811essiiiarartnrenssarsosearennssnssnasanssse - - - - 12 - H
Persons 18 0 24 Years oldeiiieirereresisresansane 34 36 27 ' 30 1,352 7 284
Ability to spwak English:
JOTY Wollearseerssasirasnansraresssasersssasenansse 13 22 17 13 787 7 158
Woll.ieraes 10 9 - 3 239 - Yil
Not well... e 11 LA R 3 10 166 - &5
Not At Alliiiciiaianiionnitennioiaiansiaiianiioiens .- - 7 1 138 - 3
Persons 25 to, 66 yoars oldeiicicecciioveersrisiiene 107 256 438 137 ‘ A,413 86 1,423
Ability to speak lnmu
VOry wolliceiierereceiasestanessnsrosrsssocsesnnene 25 116 331 62 1,9¢8 7n . 930
| 7 b SR 33 109 51 26 )28 7 296
Not well.eevien 39 30 36 3 1,058 8 140
Not at all... 11 1 17 10 459 - 56
Porsons 65 years and over...icicieriiicessnniiees 8 59 239 1 467 119 548
Ability to spesk English: ’
VOLY wolliiosieeeroasnsroraranarssanassssarasararans - 3 142 6 92 96 331
| 7 & S - k1) & 3 93 13 100
Not wellirerese 2 17 Al 5 142 9 90
Not At 81llesiceenrarnneserenessssasessessaarassnasre 7 &4 12 3 139 - 26

« Represents zero or rounds to rero.
(X) Not applicadle.
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Table 8. Literacy of Persons 14 Years Old and Over, by Age, Race, Nativity, and Parentage: November 1979

(3umbers ia thousanda. Civilisn nominstifutional population)

Race Netivity
‘}onicn birth or parentage
Age m’ literacy Native of
< Native of foreign
{ R . native or mixed Yoreign
) Totar} ¥hite Rack “Total? | parentage Total | parentage born
{ |
b /A3l persons 14 years and OVer..cccescsccssrcces 170,398 148,969 18,337 170,398 133,516 30,858 19,999 10,859
' Roported 11Leracy. . cesrcssscssnsstesccrtascsssraces 164,610 143,872 17,798 164,610 133,516 30,858 19,999 10,859
Peroent reportsi able to read and write.... cevge 99.40 99.56 98.40 99.40 99.49 99.06 99.54 98.17
Peroeat reported unable to read and write.. 0.60 0.4 1.60 0.60 0.51 0.94 0.46 1.83
. Literacy not reported.ccccceccreressstacssssasccracns 5,788 5,097 539 5,788 - - - -
Persons 14 "to 24 years.. 43,903 | 37,24 5,825 43,943 | 38,297 4,172 2,519 1,653
Reported 14teracy.ccecccssrctcsncossnns 42,520 36,065 5,628 42,520 38,297 4,172 2,519 1,683
Peroent reported able to read and write 99.81 99.82 9.77 99.81 99.86 99430 99.84 98.50
Peroent reported unable to read add writee.eecoseess 0.19 0.18 0.23 0.19 0.14 0470 0:16 1.50
Literacy not TOPOTted..cccesseescerecsssarargssaooree 1,423 1,179 197" 1,423 - - - -
. Persons 25 to &b YOATS..ceittseseretertarsasecns 59,385 51,703 6,411 59,385 49,370 8,200 4,163 4,037
MOported 14LOTRCY.escoeesoossenssrrssssrarssnransante 57,633 50,215 6,205 57,633 49,370 8,200 4,163 4,037
Peroent reported able to read and write.cceceseccee 99.68 99.73 99.47 99.68 99.73 39.40 99.57 99.23
. Peroent reported unable to read and wri 0.32 027 0.53 0.32 0.27 0.60 0.43 0.77
ZAtOracy Mot TOPOTted.escss.csecssrantassanssnsassnss 1,752 1,488 206 1,752 - - - L.
Porsons AS t0 6h YOArS..ieicerstctrreetcnetonins 43,498 38,726 4,109 43,498 31,158 10,661 8,067 2,594
Reported 14Leracy..ccsaresectesresscsnce 41,867 37,243 3,997 41,867 31,158 10,661 8,067 2,5%
< Peroent reported-able to read and writei.vececcnans 99.22 99.45]1 . 97.38 99.22 99.20 99.32 99.357, 98.58
Percent reported unsble to read and write.......... 0.78 0.55 2.62 0.78 0.80 0.68 0.43 1.42
LAteracy nat TOPOrted.esessisecsesssrssssasessestanes 1,631 1,483 112 1,631 - - - -
Persins 65 yoars and OvVer.cccecoe 23,572 21,296 1,992 23,572 14,691 7,825 5,250 2,575
Neported MMLeracy.cccecscccirconasssnes . 22,58 20,349 1,968 22,589 14,691 7,825 5,250 2,575
Percent reported able to read and write..c.seeeeves > 98,27 98.89 93.17 98.27 98.32 98.24 99.39 95.88
Percent reported unable to read and write:.c.eceeee 1.73 1.11 6.83 1.73 1.68 1.76 0.61 4.12
LAteracy not Teported....ccicietcrctscanititacansanns 983 947 b1 38 . - - - -
= Represente wro or rounds to rero.
1includes other races, not shown eeparately.
fnciudes Persone not reporting nativity, not shown esparately.
?
\]
. ’ ,
- . -
»
» Y -
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Appendix A.

*

Definitions and Explanations

Ancestry. The ancestry question in the November 1979 CPS
was open-ended and worded “What is .. .'s ancestry?”’; that
is, no pralisted responses were provided. Persons were asked
to report their ancestry (ethnic origin) based on self-
identification. Ancestry refers to the nationality group,
lineage, descent, or the country in which the person or

. person’s parents or ancestors were born. Thus, persons re-
ported their ancestry group regardless of the number of

generatiors removed from their country of origin. Responses
to the ancestry question reflect ethnic group(s) with which
persons identified but did not necessarily indicate the degree
of attachment or association the person had with the particu-
lar ethnic group(s).

Since ancestry was reported separately from race, a person ,
indmting a particular ancestry could be of any race. The
ancestry item, which was identical to that used in the 1980
census, was different from measures of ethnicity, .such as
country of birth and mother tongue, used by the Bureau in
earlier censuses.

All responses to the ancestry question were manually
coded with a coding proceduré that allowed all single- and .
double-ancestry groups and 17 salected triple-origin groups
to be identified. The following list of 17 unique triple-
ancestry categories were selected because they were reported
frequently in previous Census Bureau susveys.

American Indian-English-French
American Indian-English-German
American Indian-English-lrish
American Indian-German-Irish
Dutch-French-lrish
Dutch-German-Irish
Dutch-frish-Scotch {or Scottish)
English-French-German
English-Erench-Irish
English-German-Irish

77 TEnglith-German-Swedish
English-Irish-Scotch (or Scottish)
English-Scotch (or Scottish)-Welsh
French-German-lrish
German-lrish-ttalian’
German-Irish-Scotch {or Scottish)
German-lrish-Swedish

_These combinations of ancestries were coded regardless
of the order in which they were reported. Only the first
, nd second origins were coded for all other responses con-

b KC ining of three or more origins.

~

Persons reporting multiple ancestries may be included in
more than one-category in the tables. For example, a person
reporting “English-lrish’ was counted in both of these cate-
gories: "English and othir group{s)"” and "Irish and other
group(s).” Persons reporting one of the unique. triple-origin-
ancestries were tabulated in each of the three ancestry cate-
gories. The number of persons indicating two or more
ancestries are shown in the “"Multiple ancestry’’ category of
the tables. A small number of persons reporting two Spanish
ancestries, e.9., Puerto Rican and Mexican, are: courited
twice in the “Total” and "Multiple ancestry’_columns for
Spanish in table 1.

The Russian category shown in this report is not com-
parable to previous Current Population Surveys that col-
lected data onethnicity; in prior surveys, the Russian cate-
gory included persons who reported Ukrainian as their
origin, whereas, in this report, tha. Russian category -

" cludes persons reporting Ukrainian as §heir ongin

Limited information on the categoriss American Indian,
Afro-Ametican, and American is provided in this tsport.
However, further analysis is required for an adequate intér-
pretation of the data relating to these groups. The large num-
ber of persons {10 million) reporting American Indian
ancestry in the November 1979 CPS may reflect, in part,
differences between the concepts of race and ancestry. First,
the CPS ancestry figure of 10 million -includes about 8
million persons who reported American Indian ancestry with
other ancestry groups; most of these 8 million persons re-
ported their race as White in the CPS. The number (2 million)
who reported American Indian ancestry alone in the 1979
CPS exceeded- the 1.4 .million who reported 7acially as
American Indian in the 1280 census. .

Also, the difference between the count of the Afro-
American and African ancestry group {15 mlllion) from the
November- 1979 CPS and the March 1980 CPS count of
Blacks (26 million) from the race item was greater than ex-
pected. On the basis of other Census Bureau experiences, one
may reasonably suspect-that the nonresponse rate for the
ancestry item was relatively high for persons who identified
as Black in the race item.

About 4 million persons provided a response of
"American.” If persons gave an  initial response of
“American” to the ancestry question, interviewers were

-instructed to explain that ancestry refers to the specific

nationality of the person or his or her ancestors prior their
arrival in the United States, However, if the respondent still
reported “American,” then that response was accepted.




Mother tongue. An individual's mother tongue is the language
spoken at home when the person was a child. An individual
can have a non-English mother tongue without ever having
been able to speak that language. The mother tongue ques:
tion,4“Was a language other than English spoken in . . .'s
home when . . . was a child?,” was only asked and tabulated
for persons aged 14 years old and over. It is almost identical
to the mother tongue question included in the 1970 census
in & sample of 15 percent of households. Future reports on
language from ‘the November 1979 Current Population
Survey will include tabulations showing persons under 14
years old by language currently spoken in their homes.

Current language. The household respondent was asked
whether each person 5 years old or over currently spoke a
language other than English at home. Persons able to speak
a language other than English who did not do so at home
were reported as speaking English only.

Ability to speak Englist. For each person 5 years old or over
reported as speaking a language other than English at home,
respondents were asked ‘‘Does . . . speak English—very well,
well, not well, or not at all?”’ This and the current language
question are identical to questions asked in the 1980 census.

Literacy. For every person aged 14 years and over who did
not attend the sixth or a higher grade and who spoke at least
some English, respondents were asked “‘Does . . . read and
write English—easily, with difficulty, or not at all?” The
three possible responses provided in this question distinguish
it from literacy questions in previous censuses and surveys.
For persons aged 14 or older reported as speaking a language
other than English at home, respondents were asked:
“Can . .. read and write that language?” In' this report,
only persons unable to read and write English at all or unable
to read and write a language other than English which they
also spoke at home were reported as unable to read and
write. Persons who could not speak Engiish at all were
presumed to be unable to read and write English. All
persons who attended the sixth or.a higher grade were
included among those tabulated as able to read and write.

Income. Family income in this survey tends to be lower than
from other surveys since income is taken directly from da¢a
collected and tabulated within intervals. In surveys attempt-
ing to ascertain optimal estimates of total income, the indi-
vidual responses to datailed sources of income questions for
each family member are_summed to obtain total income;
then, total family income® derived by aggregating the total
income of all family members.

Allocation of nonresponse for sthnic and language items in
the supplement. Nonresponses to ancestry and mother
tongue were not allocated during computer editing. Non-

responses to other ethnic and language items in the supple-
ment were allocated based on information reported in refated
items. However, in cases where all the ethnic and language
items were blank, none of the items in the supplement was
allocated.

COMPARABILITY WITH OTHER DATA
1980 Census

The estimates from the November 1879 CPS may not
agree with data from the 1980 Census of Population and
Housing. The CPS estimates are based on population con-
trols from the 1970 census which have been updated for
changes in the population since that time. Also, the survey
excludes inmates of institutions and all members of the
Armed Forces.

The CPS and ths 1980 census used different procedurns
for collecting and processing the data. For example, the in-
formation in the CPS was obtained through personal-inter-
views. However, the 1980 cénsus was conducted primarily
through self-enumeration; cquestionnaires were mailed to
householders who were asked to fill in the required infor-
mation. Differences between census and CPS data for the
ethnic and language items were also affected by inconsistent
reporting by respondents and differences in, computer
editing for unacceptable or missing data.

1969 Current Population Survey

a

’

e

The data on ethnicity and language from the Novembar
1979 CPS differ in some respects from those published from
a similar supplement to the November 1969 CPS. Although
the statistics on nativity, parentage, and mother tongue are °
comparable, the data for ancestry and current language are
not comparable. In 1969, respondents were provided with)a
list of ethnic origins, and were- asked to report only one
ethnic origin. However, some respondents'provided multiple-
origin responses, which were included in the “‘other” cate-
gory. Only single-origin responses were tabulated separately.
In 1979, no prelisted categories were provided for the
ancestry question; respondents could report single- or
multiple-ancestry groups. (See “Ancestry” in this section for a
description of procedurés used to code and tabulate multiple-
ancestry responses.)

Also, there are differences in the information on current
language from the two surveys. -In 1969, respondents were
asked what was the language usually spoken in the home—
responses could include English as well as any non-English
language. In 1979, each respondent was asked whether he
or she spoke alanguageother than English at home; responses
could include only non-English languages. Therefore, the
language usually spoken cannot be determined from the
collected data in 1979
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" Appendix B.
Source and Reliability
of the Estimates

SOURCE OF DATA

The estimates in this report are based on data obtained
in November 1879 from the Current Population furvey (CPS)
" conducted by the Bureau of the Census.
The monthly CPS deals mainly with labor force data for
the cMIian noninstitutional p0pulatlon. Questions relating t
labor force participation are asked about each member 1

spoken in the home, And
on ability to read write any language were also asked in
this supplgmenE. The CPS sample at the time of this report
was initisfly selected from the 1970 census file and is updated

inGously to reflect new constructions.where possible.
See the section, “Nonsampling Variability.”) The CPS
sample in November 1979 was located in 614 areas com-
prising 1,113 counties, mdependent cities, and minor civil
divisions in the Nation. In this sample, approximately 56,500
occupled households were eligible for interview. Of this
number, about 2,500 occupied units were visited but intesr-
views. were not obtained because the occupants were not
found at home after repeated calls or were unavailable for
some other reason.

The estimation procedure used in thissurvey involved the
inflation of the weighted sample results to independent
estimates of the total civilian noninstitutional population of
the United States by age, race, and sex. These Independent
estimates are based on statistics from decennial censuses;
statistics on births, deaths, immigration, and emigration; and
statistics on the strength of the Armed Forces.

RELIABILITY OF SAMPLE ESTIMATES

ot

Estlmates based on a sample may differ somewhat from
the figures that would have been obtained if a complete
census had been taken using the same questionnaires, instruc-
tions, and enumerators. The;c are two types of errors
possible in an estimate based on-a sample survey: sampling
and nonsampling. The standaid srrors provided fof the repart
primarily indicate the magnitude of the sampling error.

Q They also partially measure the effect of some nonsampling
B KC rrors in response and enumeration, but do.not measure any

systematic biases in the data. The full extent of nonsampling
error is unknown. Consequently, particular care should. be:
exercised in the interpretation of figures based on a relatively
st number of “cases or on small differences between -
estimates.

Nonsafpling variability. Nonsampling errors can be attri-
buted to many sources, e.g., inability to obtain information
about all.cases in the-sample, definitional difficulties, differ-
-gnces in the interpretation of questions, inability or unwill-
ingness on the part of the respondents to provide correct
information, inability to recall~information, errors made in
collection such as in recording or coding the data, errors
made in processing the data, errors made in estimating values
for missing data, and failure to represent all urfits with' the
sample (undercovenge)

Undercoverage in the CPS results from missed houslng
units and rpissed persons within sample households. Overall -
undercoverage, as compared with the level of the 1970 <
decennial tensus, is about 5 percent. It is known that CPS
undercoverage varies with age, sex, and race. Generally,
undercoverage is larger for males than for females and iarger
for Blacks and othéar races than ‘or Whites. Ratio estimation
to independent age-sex-race population controls, as described
previously, partially corrects for the bias due to survey under-
coverage. However, biases exist in the estimates to the extent
that missed persons in missed households or missed persons
in interviewed households have different characteristics
than interviewed persofis in the same age-sex-race group.
thnher, the independent population coritrols used have not
been adjusted for undercoverage in the 1970 census, which
was estimated at 2.5 percent of-tha population, with similar
undercoverage differentials by age, sex, and race as in CPS,

A coverage improvement sample was included in com- -
puting CPS estimates beginning in 1978 in order to provide
coverage of moblle homes and new construction housing
units which previously had no chance for selection in the
sample. This sample is comppsed of approximately 450
sample housing' units which represent 237,000 occupied:
mobile- homes and 600,000 new construction housing units.
These new construction units are composed of those units
where building permits were issued prior to January 1970
and construction was not completed by the time of the 1970
census (i.e., April 1970). The inclusion of this coverage
improvement sample in the CPS does niot have 2 significant
effecct on the estimates. The extent of other sources of

¢ .housing undercoverage is unknown but believed to be small.




Sampling

}miability. The standard errors given in the fol-
lowing tables are primarily measures of sampling variability,
that is, o j the variation that occurred by chance because a

sample rather than the entire popuiation was surveyed. The
s&mplﬁestlmate and its estimated standard error enable one
to construct confidence intervals - ranges that would include
the average result of all possible samples. with a known
probabjlity. For example, if all possiblé samples were selected,
each ,0f these were surveyed undef essentially the same
general conditions and using the same sample design, and an
‘estimate and its estimated standard error were caiculated
from each sample, then: : :

1. Approximately 68 percent of the intervals from one
standard error below the estimate to one standard error
above the estimate wnuld include the average result of all
possible samples.

2. Approximately 90 percent of the intervals from 1.6
standard errors below the estimate to 1.6 standard errors

above the estimate would include the average result of all K

possible samples.

3. Approximately 95 percent of the intervals from two
standard errors below the estimate to two standard errors
above the estimate would include the average result of
all possible samples.

The average estimate derived from all possible samples
may or may not be contained in any particular computed
interval. However, for a particular sample, one can say with
a specified confidence that the average estimate derived from
all possible samples is included in the confidence interval.

Standard errors may also be used to perform hypothesis
testing, a procedure for distinguishing between population
parameters using sample estimates. The most common
types of hypotheses appearing in this report are 1) the popu-
lation parameters are identical or 2) they are different. An
example of this would be comparing the median age of
persons reporting cingle ancestry versus those reporting
multiple ancestry. Tests may be performed at various levels
of significance, where a level of significance is the probability
of concluding that the parameters are different when, in fact,
they are identical.

Ali statements of comparison in the text have passed a
hypothesis test at the 0.10 level of significance or better,
and most have passed a hypothesis test at the 0.05 level
of significance or bettgr. This means that, for most dif-
ferences cited in the text, the estimated difference between
paramaters is greater than twice the standard error oY the
differsnce. For other differences mentioned, the estimated
difference between parameters is between 1.6 and 2.0 times
the stzndard error of the difference. When this is the case,
the statement of comparison will be qualified in some way,
e.g., by use of the phirase "some evidence.”

le wh;n using small ectimates. Summary measures {such

\
the bose of the measure is 75,000 or greater. Because of the
large standard errors involved, thgre is little chance that sum-
mary measures would reveal useful information when com-
puted on a smaller base. Estimated numbers are shown,
however, even though the relative standard errors of these
numbers are larger than those for corresponding percentages.
These smaller estimates are provided primarily to permit such
combinations of the categories as serve each user’s need.

STANDARD ERROR TABLES AND T:HElR USE

In order to derive standard errors that would be appli-
cable to a large number of estimates and could be prepared
ata moderate cost, a number of approximations were required.
Therefore, instead of providing an individual standard error
for each estimate, generalized sets of standard errors are
provided for various types of characteristics: As aresult, the
sets of standard errors provided give an indication of the
order of magnitude of the standard error of an estimate
rather than the precise standard error.

The figures in tables B-1 and B-2 provide approximations
to standard errors of estimated numbers and estimated per-
centages. Stanc!ard errors for intermediate values not shown
in the generalized tables of standard errors may be approxi-
mated by linear interpolation. Estimated standard ergors for
specific characteristics cannot be obtained from tables B-1
or B-2 without the use of factors in table B-3. These factors
must be applied to the geheralized standard errrs in order to
adjust for the combined effect of sample design and esti-
mating procedure on the value of the characteristic.

Two parameters (denoted “a” and "b’’) are used to cale
culate standard errors for each type of characteristic; they
are presented in table B-4. These parameters wore used to
calculate the standard errors in tables B-1 and B-2, and to
calculate the factors in table B-3, They also may be used
to directly calctilate the standard errors for estimated nume
bers and percentages. Methods for direct computation are
given in the following sections.

" Table B-1. Standard Errors of Estimated Numbers

(68 chances out of 100. Numbers in thousands)

Size of estimate Standard error
2 T 19

100 et eieecrenssennarssneans 21

250 . i iieiie e itceerteaaenas 34

L . 48
1,000 cceetieieccncnnsancans 67
T 106
5,000,000 cesesssrasssan 149
10,000 cccecessnrcacersracans 208
25,000, .. 0 iiiiiiiinnennenes 316
35,000, cc0cetencncncaenannns 363
50,000, 00 0erasnsenccssnrans 414 s
75,000, 000000t ticcccnncanans 462
100,000, 0cceneree Mevesssaas 476
150,000, 00 c00ene veesseteeans 410
180,000, .0 cvncavensess .o 279
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Table B-2. Standard Errors of Estimated Percentages

(68 chances out of 100)

2}

Base of estirated Estimated percentage
percentage >
(thousands), R 2 o0r 98 5 or 95 10 or 90 25 or 75 ' 50
,}
\ 75 e onocssenserossssssssosrsnne 3.5 5.4 7.4 10.7 12.3
§ N0, e 3.0 4.1 6.4 9.3 10.7
‘2{;0 1.9 2.9 4,1 5.9 6.8
500, covennanrnnenninncnirnnnanas 1.3 2.1 2.9 4,1 4,8
1,0000c00ettnrancccnssanenncnis “ 0.9 1.5 . 2.0 . 2.9 3.4
2,500, 0000 c0isrtt0rcncssnnncnns d 0.6 0.9 1.3 1.9 2.1
5,000 0 00c0c0soraccvccsrsncsses 0.4 0.7 0.9 1.3 1.5
10,000, 00c0veceocsonnrerscncans 0.3 0.5 0.6 0.9 1.1
25,000, c0ieieeornonnsansnseces | 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.6 0.7
35,000, 00 0c00c0sssarsonscccocss 0.2 0,2 0.3 0.5 0.6
50,000,000 sc0recososasscsocssrases 0.13 0.2 0.3 0.4 0.5
75,000, c0ceesosoacssssasascnns 0.11 0.2 0.2 0.3 % 0.4
100,000, cc0neccroscvcsrcsasasns 0.09 0.15 0.2 0.3 0.3
200,000, c0c0sssssosnsassevcsons 0.07 0.10 0.14 0.2 0.2
\\ Tabie B-3. Factors to Be Applied to Generalized Table B-4. “a" and "'b" Parameters for Estimated
g Standard Errors in Tables B-1 Numbers and Percentages
\ and B-2 i .
Parameters
Type of characteristic Factor Type of characteristic .
. a
Total single and multiple ancestry
by sge, marital status, household Total single and multiple
and family, residence, Mother ancestry by sge, marital
tongue, current lENEUAGE....cveeesosrs 1.0 status, household and family, *
) reaidence, mother tongue,
Years of school completed, literacy, current languRge...ce.essessess | =0,000023 | 4,571
ability to speak English: Years of school completed,
Race: literacy, ability to speak ’
Total or Whit€..ecicieeosncecesnsres 0.7 English:
BlaCK cscecavessosssstsncososssssnssse 0.8 Race:
Ethnic origin (foreizn born, native of Total or White...eesseevss. | =0.000016 | 2,064
foreign or mixed PRrentage)..csecesese 0.8 BlACK.seseooosoansansssnses | ~0.000186 | 2,792
Ethnic origin (foreign born, )
Income, employment, unemployment, native of foreign or mixed
not in labor fOrCe..ivisesacsscsccsres 0.7 plrentlze)........u....-..... -0,000019 3,033
Income, employment,
* unemployment, not_in
Standard errors of estimates numbers. The approximate stand- labor torce.....ﬁge....;.._... -0,000017 | 2,423

ard, error, Oy, of an estimated number shown in this report
can be obtained in two ways. it may be obtained by use of

the formula
0x= fo 1

where f is the approgriate factor from table 8-3, and o is the
standard error on the estimate obtained by interpolation
from table B-1. Alternatively, standard errors may be approxi-
mated by the following formula {2) from which the standard
arrors were calculated in table B-1. Use of this formula will
provide more accurate results than the use of formula (1)
above.

o, = Vax’ +bx 2)

Here X is the size of the estimate and a and b are the para-

Q ~rters in table B-4 associated with the particular type of
E Mc‘anctcrlnlc. When calculating standard errors for numbers
.

.

0-—

from cross-tabulations involving different characteristics,
use the factor or set of parameters for the characteristic
which will give the largest standard error.

tllustration of tha computation of the standard error of an
estimated number. Table C shows that in November 1979
there were 96,496,000 persons reporting a specific single
ancestry. Using formula (2) with a = -0.000023 and b = 4671
from table B-4, the approximate standard error® is

J—-—0.000023) (96,496,000)* + 4571 (96,496,000) = 476,000

]

1Using formula (1), the sppropriate factor from table B:3 (1.0}
:I;t: '(t)&h 8.1, the spproximate standard error.is 1.0 x 474,000 =
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The chances are 68 out of 100 that the astimate wowld have
been a figure differing from the average of all possible samples
by less than 476,000. The chances are 85 outof 100 that the
estimate would have been a figure differing from the average
of all possible samplesby less than 952,000 {twice the stand-
are error), i.e., the 85-percent confidence interval for number
of persons reporting single ancestry is from 95,644,000 to
87,448,000, '

Standard errors of estimated percantages. The reliability of
an estimated percentage, computed using sample data for
both numerstor and denominator, depends upon both the
size of the percentage and the size of the total upon which
the percentage is based. Estimated percentages are relatively
more reliable than the corresponding estimates of the numer-
ators of the percentages, particularly if the percantages are
50 percent or more. When the numerator and denominator
of the percentage are in different categories, use the factor
or parameters from table 8:3 or 84 indicated by the numer-
ator, The approximate standard error, 0 (y n), of anestimated
percentage can be obtained by use of the formula

I~ 1O (3)

In this formula, f is the appropriate factor from table 8.3,

and o is the standard error on the estimate from table 8-2.
Altematively, standard errors msy be "approximated by
formula {4), from which standard errors in table B-2 were
calculated; direct computation will give more accurate
results than use of the standard error tables and the factors.

% x.p) .-,\}g P (100-p) {4)

Here x is the size of the subclass of persons, families and
unrelated individuals, households, or householders which is
the base of the percentage, p is the percentage {0 < p <100},
and b is the parameter in table B-4 associated with the parti-
cular type of characteristicin the numerator of the percentage,

Hlustration of the computation of the standard error of a
percentage. Table C shows that of the 96,496,000 persons
reporting a specific single ancestry in November 1979,
272 percent were of foreign birth or parentage. From
table B4, the appropriate b parameter is 4571, Using
formula (4), the approximate standard error on 27.2 percent

is
%71 . 2
96.495,000 (272 (728) 20.3 percent

Consequently, the‘ chances are 68 out of 100 that the
estimated percent would be within 0.3 -percentage points
of the average of all possible samples. Chances are 95 out of
100 that the sstimate would be within 0.6 percentage points

©  Using formulé (3), the sepropriate factor ‘from table B3 (1.0)

IToxt Provided by ERI

E MC tsble B-2, the approximate standard error is siso 0.3 percant.

Py

.

2 N .

of the average of all possible samples, i.e., the 95-percent
confidence intsrval for the percentage of persons reporting
single ancastry that were of foreign birth or parentage is’
frpm 26.6 t9 27.8 percent.

Standard error of a diffsrence. For a difference betwsen
two sample estimates, the standard error is approximately
equal to

= 2 2 .
Zxy) x+% : {5)

where 0y and oy are the standard errors of the’ estimates
x and y; the estimates can be of numbers, percents, ratios,
etc. This will represent the actual standard errors quite accu-
rately for the difference between two estimates of the same
characteristic in two different areas, or for the difference
between separate and uncorrelated characteristics in the
same area. If, however, there is a high positive (negative)
correlation between the two characteristics, the formula will
overestimate (underestimate) the true standard error.

tllustration of the computation of the standard error of a
difference. As stated earlier, table C shows that in November
1979, 27.2 percant of persons reporting a single ancestry were
of foreign birth or parentage. Table C also shows that 8.8
percent of persons reporting a multiple ancestry (82,582,000)
were of foreign birth or parentage. Thus, the apparent dif-
ference between ‘the percent of persons reporting single
ancestry and multiple apcestry of foreign birth or parentage.
is 18.4 percent, Using formula (4) and the approp'rlate b para-
meter {4571) from table B-4, the approximate standard error
on the 8.8 percent is 0.2 percent. Therefore, using formula
{5), the standard error of the estimated differance of 18.4
percent is about

(0.3)* +(0.2)* = 0.4 percent

This means that the 68-percent confidence Interval for
the difference between the percent of persons reporting as
single ancestry and multiple ancestry of foreign birth or
parentage is from 18.0 to 18.8 percent, and the 95-percent
confidence interval is from 17.6 to 19.2 percent.

Standard error of a median. The sampling variability of an
estimated median depends upon.the form of the distribution
as well as the size of its base. An approximate method for
measuring the reliability of a median is to determine 2
confidence interval about it. {See the section on sampling
varlability for a general discussion of confidence intervals.)
The following procedure may be used to estimate the 68-
perceiit confidence limits of a median based on sample data.

1. Determine, using formula (3) or formula (4) and the
appropriate base, the standard error on a 50-percent
characteristic; l

2. Add to and subtract from 50 percent the standard error
deteriained in step (1);

e Np
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3. Using the distribution of the characteristic, calculate the
confidence interval corresponding to the two points
established in step (2). These values will be the limits
for the confidencs interval, .

A 95-percent confidence interval may be determined by
finding the values corrssponding to 50 percent plus and
minus twice the standard error determined in step {1).

K '

itlustration of the computation of a confidence interval for
a Median. Table 2 of this report shows that in November
1279 the median age of persons reporting their single
ancestry as German was 37.1 years, The base of the distri-
bution from which tha median was determined is 17,160,000
persons,
1. Using formula {4) and the parameter from table B-4, the
standard error of 50 percent on a base of 17,160,000 is
about 0.8 percent.

2. To obtain a 95-percent confidence interval on the esti-
_mated median, add to and subtract from 50 percent twice

the standa}d error found in step (1). This yields per-
centage limits 48.4 and 61.6.

3. From table 2 it can be determined that 47.3 percent
reporting German as their single ancestry were younger
than,\35 years oid and 13.3 percent were 36 to 44 years
old. By linear interpolation, the lower limit of the esti-
mate is found to be about '

484 — 473
36.0 + (456.0 — 35.0)( 13.3 ) 35.8

%
Similarly, the upper limit is found to be about

350 + (460 — 350) (4‘-1%%7'*@-)= 38.2

Thus, the 95-percent confidence interval for the median
age of persons reporting German as their single ancestry is
36.8 to 38.2 years,




