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. SUMMARY OF. CONCLUSIONS REACHED

+

-

1. There ‘ls a need for a speclal televislon service for chlldren inch will

al low participation In production as well as Interaction wéfh other people who

" produce programs. Thls need Is percelved throughout Dane County. The

exlsting KIDS-4'program Is presently Ilmlfed@jo Sun Pralrle; Its expanslion

would be welcomed by Dane County communlties.

[

‘

3
+

2. The study alone shows that Dane County cltizens strongly support the
eipendffﬁre of publlic funds for a county:wide project llke KIDS-4. . Many
educators and politicians are hlghlycsupporflve.' Some pollticlians are unaware
of the project and hesitate to glve thelr unquailfied support; thelr baslc

problem seems to be the commltment of dollars.

v

3. Production fachiiitleseshould be provided so that Dane County children can
have the opportunity,to explore creative communjcaflbns with thelr peers and

a“

o develop Into media=-wise consumers. Provislon of an adequafe?sfaff I's
essentlal. ”
4, It Is physically possible to Interconnect the exlsting cable services In
Dane‘égunfy. There Is séme questlion, however, If that would be the most cost-
efficient way to make the K¥DS-4 experlence avallable to more children In Dane
County. We belleve a beTTer‘aITeFﬁaTIve s stated In conclusion number five.

® .
5. This alternative calls for a creative approach: we recommend that a

cooperative or consortium be formed; that an Appalachlian Community Satelllite
Network kACSN) - type of dellvery system be created especlally for programming

chosen and created by chlidren; that existing faclllfigs be more fully

explored for possible use by children.
Na
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_ * Appendix #1: KIDS-4 Ratlonale ‘ ¢

Ite. RATIONALE FOR, THE STUDY

HISTORY

On Februeary 17, 1976 the Clty Council of Sun Pralrle, Wlsconsin, approved
a Cable Televislon Enablling Ordlnéhcé wlth a unique mandate. The ordlnance
stated that any cable system bullt+ In Sun Pralrle must Include a channel
dedicated to programming for, and pqs;lbly by, chlldrén.

lnlAugusf of 1977 Viking Medla Corporation was awarded the cable
television franchlse %or Th? Clty df Sun Pralrlé% maklng éun Prélrie“s
Chlldren's'Channél the only qon—commerlcal, pon;proflf franchlsed children's
channel In the United States. ‘

}
Viking Medla began installlng cable and connecflﬁg.homes In January,

1978. There are currently 1852 homes connected, representing a potentlal

“«

viewing audience of approximately 5500:

The concept of a televislon channel reserved excluslvely for chlldrén Qés
concelved as a form of television Tﬁaf would provide chlldren wlth an
opportunity for active parTiclpaTl;n as opposed to passive viewlng. An
indirect beneflt of this approach would also be the de-mystiflcatlon of thls
medlum and the resulting development of media |!lterate ;dufh.

\

Young peopi?/ﬁefween the ages of nine and |4 from the community of Sun
Przirie form the programming and productlion staff of KiDS-4. They have the

opportunity of becoming writers, producers, audio opera‘tors, camera personnely

i

graphic artists, talent, and programmers. The children presehffy recelve
T

training from a group of adults a&{g?ugh the alm Is that #Qgse children will
traln future KIDS-4 pérficipanfs. That Is beglnning to haﬁpeﬁ. Minlwmal adult

influence Is sought and productions are dene almost enf]rely by the ki ds.
o .




RATIONALE, K1DS=4 Concept cont'd.

The kids In the project, through an Intricate serles of Interaction
sesslons, deslign, develop and Implement the programs they want to put on the
channel. The end result of these sesslons Is then scruflnlied by Tthe
programmling cémmlf?ee, also made up of klds. " Then the decislion [s made
whether or not programs sﬁéuld be put on tHe schedule, and If so, when.

¢

KIDS-4 Is an exciting and Innovative project which puts at least some of s

~

o . .
the chlidren in control of production and teaches others to become |lterate

consumers of the media. ‘It ought to be encouraged. The experience of the
past several years has shown that participation In KiDS-4 teaches cooperation
In a group éefflng, cql%lca{ and objectlive thinking, concentration,
organization of thoughts, and sel} discipline. |t also encourages confidence,
know ledge of physlcs,‘arf forms, compq§lflon; color coordination, paffence,
probiem solvfng, and how Té mee*'deadflneé. 'We feel that the need Is‘greaf
and that the potentlial Impact on chllaren of the next decade [s exclting. We
feel that those cugrentiy involved In KlDS;4 are helping children grow Into

-

media |lterate ,adults.

ES ?

-

- provldes a dlrecf communlty service by challenging children, educators,
nd cltlizens to-relate to each other In new ways to develop positive and
creaflve uses -of the children's channel; » i

- = provides a safe, non-vlolenf, and enferfaﬁﬁ#ng al ternative To The currenf
‘avallable television programmlng, - o

- increases the number and ‘diversity of television programs avallable to
Sun Pralrie children;

- encouragéé children and other cltizens to produce thelr own local
program; )

- expands chlldren's creativity and self worth and helps them become more’
medla conscious by tfeaching them how to make tReir own televislion

rograms. . . !
prog & L ,

- provides an experlmenfal model and source of advlce To other communities
who wish to sef.yp chlldren's channels.

¢ : v 6 v , |




RATIONALE cont'd.

PURPOSE OF THIS STUDY

Since the begfnnlng there has been a great deal of Interest In the
development of KiDS-4. Visltors have come from Pnlfed States communlties and
from several forelgn countries to dlscover for themselves the concept of an
_exclusive chllidren's channel. Among them have bé;n educators, cable company
representatives and clty offlclals who have come to vislt and to galn
Information.

And here in Dane County chlidren and parents In areas surrou;dlhg the
City of_Sun Pralirle have expressed an insistent desire to parTIcﬂﬁaTe both
" actively, In produsction, or passlvely; by watching the programs on televislion.
[+ became evident that a possible expansion of the facllity and the entire
project could greatly benefit the young‘people of the area.

The present study was therefore undertaken to study the qeeds of chlidren
In the area, ascertalin [f and how those needs coujd be met with an plfernaflvé
televlslion programming- service, researcﬁ and technlcal and polltical aspects
of Interconnecting The-va?lous‘qéble +elevlslon systems Ih'+he area, design a
studlo facllity, and examlne the flhahéfal redﬁlremenfé of setting up an
interconnected chlldren's channel. The ultimate purpose was to determine the

feasiblil Ity and bosslble Iimplementation of expansion and extension of the

KIDS-4 project throughout the Dane County area.

Uit 7




Channel to a county-wlde project. oo

. )
lil, RESEARCH

The research for this study was déslgnea to ascérfaln ‘the need for and

the feasibll ity of expandlhg the experImental KIDS-4 Sun Prairie Chiidren's

£
]

Two community ascerfalnmenf surveys were commlssloned. One. explored the

»

att!tudes of paﬁenfs I'n Dane County.to chlldren and Televlslon.* The other-

surveyed chlldren In nine elemenfary and middle schoois In Dane CounTy to

provlde a sampllng of thelr Televlslon hablts. These 1#0'surveys were

contracted out to the Midwesf Survey Research Institute af*er due process -

\

followlng OEQ guldellnes. Thls process. lnvolved the developmenf clrculaflon
and publicatlion of a Request For Proposal. A speclal efﬁg?*;was made to

attract minority and female contractors. . (The Mldwes+¥§urvey Research

Institute was dlrected by Ms. Dawn Wood.) . -

4

A Tééhnical-survey was commlssioned from Steven Vedro, New Technologles
*Planner, WHA-TV, Unlverslty of Wisconsln, to examlne the feaélbllify_and cost
effectliveness of ph&sical interconnection of the systems throughout Dane

t

County.

In addition, personal [n;depfh interviews were conducted with business

persohs,-communlfy feaders, elected officlals, and eduéafoks Yo assess their
awarenesﬁ, Interest, prenTIal supborf, and the political climate In which the
develoéménf of an expanded children's channgl would take place. Advice was
also sought Througﬁia number of personal confaq+§ made by project dlrector

Nancy McMahon.

‘e

’

*Appendix #2: Combined Rebort of Midwest Survey Research Insflfpfé




- RESEARCH cont'd.
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SURVEYS

PARENTS: SURVEY OF ATT I TUDE OF DANE, COUNTY PARENTS JOWARD KiDS-4

The MIidwest Survey Research Institute designed a specific survey

Instrument to meiiyre the aT*l#udes'of'Dane County parenfs'foward KIDS-4. The

\ * .

Institute carrled out the survey by means of telephone Iinterviews during the
months of February and March, 1981.
Methodology of Parents 3Survey

The telephone Interviews were conducfedjuslng a random sample of Dane

County parents who had children 18 yearé of age or younger. In’househol ds

with two parents Thg‘appropriafe respondent was selected. Telephone numbers

were generated by a random numbers.computer program. Every household In Dane

County with a telephone had an approximately equal probabliity of selection.
: -~

This technique allowed for households with unlisted numgérs.and jndlvidﬁals

who havg r?cenfly moved to be includ€d I'n the study. The response obtalned
through this random calling method was falrly high with a 72% complé:ﬁbh rate.
A total §f 357 completed interviews was obtalned. It should be noted that
this figure reflects a del?berafe oversampling of the Sun Prairie comhunffy‘In

order to gafﬁeqﬁenough evidence to make statistically ﬁéénlngful statements

about the attitudes of the people in that area. When adjustments were hade

?

-

for the disproportionate number of people .in the Sun Pralrie sample the

welghted number for the Dane County §ample was 310.

4

Responses fo the Parents Survey ‘ -. :

2 Ay

Dane County parents bgllieve that their %elevlsidn set Is on an average of

12.3 .hours each weekend, and 5.8 hours each weekday. (The actual number of

hours the set-is on may be higher because people tend to underestimate the

number of hours they watch television.) ’

»




RESEARCH, Surveys (Parents} cont'd
N .

When asked to grade TFe overall quallty of television programming, most
| respondents gave [t a "C™ However, It Isllmporfa;T to note that almost a
third éf the people gave It a grade of "D" or "F". On the other hand, the
- qual Ity - of ch%féren's television programming Is perceivgd to be a bit better
than adult programming=-most parents gave It a grade of 'Bﬁ or "CM" and 13% f
the parents gave It an AN, Yeft, In spite of The'foregolng statement, It Is
Important to note that almosf a fourth of the parents were dissatisflied enough
with chiidren's programming that they graded rr"D" or"F", (It Is difficult
to deTermIne'If the viewlng preferences of ;the Dane County sample are | ke
préferenceg of the rest of the natlon because the measures of this survey
differed from those used by the Nlelzén Company. Howevér, one can note that
the shows most people are'llkely tTo claim as thelr favorites, e.g. M*A¥S*H and
Dallas, are currently near ghe top of the Nielsen Television lndex)
When asked’ what they think are thelr chlldren s favorite Televlsion
“shows, 34% mentioned Sesame Sfreef, 21% The Dukes of Hazzard, and 13%

. speclfled carfoons 3

At the time of the survey only 16% of the Dane County Parenfs, but 44% of

R

the Sun Prairlie parents, were aware of KIDS-4. When the KIDS-4 idea was

5

explafned 75% indicated that they would be "very Interested" or "somewhat

Interested" I f the sérvice were to be made avallable to thelir children (the

<

figure rose to 88% among Sun Prairle parents).

&

Willingness to Pay for a Chlldren's Channel N
i; was indlcat

d by:
F Y

Over one third of the residents claimed they would be "yény [ Tkely" to

Willingness to pay for Chlidren's Channel servl

N subscribe to a.service |ike KIDS-4 [f it cost $1.00 a mon%h, and 35% sald that

they would be "somewhat [ikely" to do so.



RESEARCH, Surveys Parents) cont'd.

Among those who do not currentiy have access to Cable,“gTjBFr by cholce
or by thelr locatlon, a slzeable number clalmed that the avallabllilty of a

KiDS=4 program would make a signiflcant difference In thelr decislon to
. « ) K '
subscribe to Cabie.

It Is Interesting to note that, at a fIme when people are lﬁcreaslngly
reluctant to allow governmental funding of services, 67% of the parents

sampled were Ip favor of some publlc funding for KiDS-4. Strongest support

for publlc funding camé from females, pareftts with' more than one chlid, peéple
. - _ ?

“wlth partlcular educational levels, lndlylduéjs from famliles earnlng less

than $20,000, and people who already subscribe to Cable tfelevision. -
el . . .

© ' ’ '
Comparlison with an Earlier, More Limlted Survey

The Interest of parents In new programming for chlldren\end thelr

wll Iingnéss'fq Invest Ln it, as réporfed In the Parent Survey conduéfed«for
l ]

ACBB by the Mld@esf Survey Research Instltute, was In agreement wilth an
ear|ier study commlssloned by the Madlson Cable Regu]afory Board and Complete

Channel TV In September, 1980.%

*Appendix #3: abridged version of Bechtolt and Vedro report

i
L3
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.. slx, and eighT In several Dane CounTy schooi5"

t+he time™.

RESEARCH, Surveys conf d

CHILDREN: SURVEY OF DANE COUNTY. SCHOOL~AGED CHILDREN A ‘ y

The survey of school=-aged children was unﬂerfaken to assess the
L v LR

television habits and preferences of chllidren In the prihary and middle

schoois*jhroughouf Dane County. In the Sun Pralrle area, an additional
. . [ . N - -

purpose was 1O assess the children's awareness of and‘aTTiTudes toward KIDS-4.

M_e_tno_dg_l_ogxgich_ujnen_a&:m
. The survey was carried out by means of a queSTHSnnaire administered. In

person by the research team fo 1, 018 school chiidren In grades three, flive,

-

Requesfs for par+icipa+ion were sent to all public schooi disTricTs
excepT Madison, and to a random samplie of ten religious schools. Copies of

the questionnaire were sent along with a letter to school gdminisfrafors

\

asking thelr cooperation. The first nine schools which agreed fo participate

0 - . . .
were chosen to be Included in the sample. In the smalier schools -atl children
//’ ' ’

~ present on the day the questkonnaires were administered were Interviewed. In |

the larger. schools approximately 50 students at each grade level completed the

quesfionnaire. -Because }he sample Is not a random one and therefore not

necessarily"represepfafive of Dane County schools or of students within
.o - ' '

particular schools, extreme caution must be exercised In generalizing the

4

findings.
Children's Responses fo the Questionnaire

kY

Like thelr adult counterparts, the children who p%ﬁﬁicipafed L} The_j

s/ -
survey admitted to watching-~a lot of television. The average was 28 hours

each week. Even on school nights children admitted to watcthing an average of

~

“ ’

3.7 hours. o a

The majority (58%) reported that thelr parents watch wiTh,Theh "some of

Only. 4% 'of the children clalimed that their parents hardly evary

watched with <them. - y ' ' I




' RESEARCH, Surveys (Chlldren) conf'd;

According to the chllidren In thls sample the doclslon as to what Toey
watch is offen‘a declslon In which all members of the famlly partake. ,
(SImllar results were Indlcated In the study of parents.) hFlny-ope percent
clalmed that +he whole famlly usual ly decldes together whlch shows to watch;
l4% sald that Thelr parents declde; and 9% Indlcated that thelr brothers and
slsfers usual ly declde. Only 26% of the chlldren sald that Theyrusually make
the decislon alone. ‘ , - ‘

When asked what thelr Three favorlte television shows were,.43% chose the
Dukes of Hazzard, 17% chose BJ and the Bear, 14% chose M*A*S*H; 14% chose »

DI fferent Strokes, and 12% chose the Love Boat. The showé they |lked least
Included: -The Waltons, 24%; 20/20, 19%; General HOSpfral, 18%; All My’
Chlldren, l7%, and the Tonlght Show, 16%. With the purpose of testing some p)
speclflc program cholces, the chl.ddren were asked whefher or .not They had f
watched Prom Night, a horror movle, and a Charlle Brown Speclal. Chlidren In

: graqoo three and flve were more lxkely\fo have watched the Charlie Brown
Speclal and less llkély to have seen Prom Night than s+uden+; In grades six
and elght. |t should be noted, however, that almost a quarfer.of the third
graders clalmed to have watched some por;lon of Prom Nlght.

In order to ffnd out what shows the students thought were unflt for
children thelr age or younger, they we e&gskedvfo name the shows, I[f any, they
would forbld thelr chlldrén to Wafch'ﬁf they were the parent. fhe shows‘mosf

often mentloned Included: Saturday Night Live, 14%; horror shows, 11%; Hart

to Harf 7%; All My Chlldren, 7%; and HBO movles, 6%. |t should be noted,

- however, that many ch|ldren couid only think of one or two shows that they

would forbld, and 29% could not think of any shows they would forbld.

It is Interesting +o note that parents and chlldren had dl fferent

perceptions of chiidren's favorite shows. Whereas the adults when asked about

e ~
\’~
-
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’ N RESEARCH, Surveys (Children) cont'd.

Thglr calldren's favorite shows named Sesame Street, Dukes of Hazzard, and
carfooﬁé, +he chllidren |isted thelr favorite shows as Dukes of Hazzard, BJ and
the Bear, M*A*S¥H, Different Strokes and Love Boat.'

" Children in the Sun Pralrie schools were asked an additional quesflon-for

the purpose of discovering.their familiarity with and thelr awareness of KIiDS-

A
4. Seventy-four percent replied that they were aware of KIDS-4.

" SCHOOLS INCLUDED IN THE SAMPLE OF DANE COUNTY SCHOOL CHILDREN
Sacred Hearts Grade School , Sun Prairie
Saint Michaels School Dane
Edgewood Campus School Madlson
Western Koshkonong Lutheran School Coffage Grove
(\\ ‘Oregoh Middle and Elementary School Oregon -
| Sun Pralrle Junlor4H}gh "~ Sun Prairle
Westslde Eiementary School Sun Prairie
Kegonsa Elementary School SToughfon.

‘Yahara Elementary School Stoughton

3




RESEARCH, Surveys cont'd.

INTERV IEWS OF COMMUNITY LEADEéS AND POLITICIANS IN DANE COUNTY

L
-

1

Twenty-nine community leaders and pollficléns in Dane County were
contacted elther In person by direct Interview or by a personal letter to
ascertalin thelr attitude foward KIDS-4. The following four questions were

asked: o : ) -

-

¢

1. Are you famiilar with KiDS-4?

2. Are you in general In favor of, or opposed to, a
television channel restricted to chiidren's
programming? . R

3. Do you perceive any benefits to be -derived from a
television channel not only devoted exclusively to
children's programming but one In which the children
themselves operate the programming functions?

*

4, KIDS-4, a non-profif orgaﬁ?zafiqn, Is currentily
supported by Viking Cable, the City of Sun Prairie, and
private donaticons. Would you favor or oppose public
funding for KIDS=4 or a similar children's television
show? ) y

INTERV IEWS: ,

In all cases the community leaders Interviewed showed grea%hlnferesf in
the KIDS-4 project. Highiights of thelr reactions are |Isted below:

The Mayor of Madlson, Joel Skgrnicka, was unfamlliar with KIDS-4. After
a brief explanation he seemed very intW@rested In the concept. He Indicated
that he Is In favor of this kind of channel because he sees a def-inite need to
improve broadcasting for chiidren and he thinks It mlghf help. But he gave

the Impression that the Access Center was enough for Madison. He wouid favor

public funding for such a project to some extent "appropriate to good public

_policy™.

Glen Davlison, superintendent of Sun Pralrie public schools, [s very
famiilar with KIDS-4. He strongly favors a television channel restricted to

children's programming. He bel ieves It's "an Idea unique and creative--an
‘ 0

S
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RESEARCH, Surveys (Intervlews) cont'd.

opﬁOﬁfu;lfy for klds who have-faleﬁf both exposed and laTenf"k He looks at It
as an Imaglnative learning tool. He says that most televislon Is now geared
to adults and he looks Tg KiDS-4 as a quque tool for "klds-fo-k{ds" kind of
environment, an exampie of what we cowld and ought to do educatlorally. He
stated that much of Televlsloﬁ Is not productive but "the’ K1DS=4 approach s a
very powerful Tobl"; He very muchkfavors pubiic funding for K1DS-4.

Donaid ﬂaigmgn; Madlsen Superintendent, of Schools, expressed the
followiﬁg oplnlons; "The educaflénal benefits for young people who
parTlclpaTe actlively In IT (KlDS-4) are obvious to me. | think televislon is

a medlum that Is exfremely Important In getting young people Invoived In aﬁL

- the technlcal requirements of the human effort that are necessary to put on a

good producflon.. Secondly, | think therg Is an Interesting concept In terms
of kids educating other kids. And Thlrdly, and probably most Lnferesflng, Is
the facf +hat klds could educate parents, at least those parents who would bé
wliting to watch the productlions". Mr. Hafeman was unwilllng ;o offer an
opinion regarding public funding WITBOuT more supportive data than that
which was avaflable to him at the time of the Interview.

Jonathon Barry, ‘Dane County Executive, commented: "Il would be very
Interested In seeing, first of all, In whether or not It had a tle=in with
local | community schools==1f that's, possible to effect--and whether or not we
could asslst, or had a tle~In, with Dane County Commlsslon..... Create peer
presstre lq that area In the young peoplé themselves (on those areas of abuse,
alcohol and drug abuse, for examplel)...| think the opportunity for creatlvity
has some real promise so far as | can understand." HIs response To the

questlon of public funding..."from a County context (I't) would be almost out,

of the question for the next {ew years.,"
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RESEARCH, Surveys (lnterviews) cont'd.

Responses, fo the Letfers \

Responses to the letfters yhlch asked the same four questions asked In the
Interviews showed a general support of the K}DS-4‘Idea. Quotes from some are
Incliuded here:

Jamgi-BLaﬂlgx,_a member of the Sun Prairie School Board, said that He had

_never seen a pr;gram becausé he Is a farmer and |ives In an area that is not
cabled. He was awaré of KiDS-4, believes In the idea of a channel reserved
for chllidren's programmlng:'ana sald, "Beslides the obvious benefit of
programming experience and giving young people something to do, It wll{ make
these chiidren more consclious of good TV versus Junk." He stated a péeference
for »a combinafbon of privatg and |Imited public funding and added the
¢ Information, "As you may know, we do not ha%e Cabie in the Township of Sun
Prairie. ‘Hopefully we will In the future through a cooperative effort much
11ke the REA or Rural Welephone Company back in the 30's." . <
| ‘The Mayor of Stoughton, Liniel H. Cooper, did not support the idea of an
exclusive children's channel,fand went on to state that "the use of monies for
. thls purpose should be avolided." He did Indlicate however, that"Franchise
revenues to the clty might be used for this purpose as‘well as for o;rf;er~
public service or publlc Iinterest programsﬂ' |
Edward A. LaFrombols, Town of Fitchburg Board Chairman, held very strong
views concerning paredtal control, and hegafed the beneflits of an exclusive
children's channel, saying "%o add extra time that a child would.spend
watching these programs would not necessarl1y;be a benefit and could be a
detriment."” And he elaborated his parental authority stance further when he
sald, "iIf such a channel were to operate, the programming must be controlled

by the parents of children that would be watching to help assure that values

mresented will reflect that of the parents and not those of others with hidden
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\; RESEARCH, Surveys (Interviews) cont'd.

agendqfﬂ' He concliuded with, "As an office holder and taxpayer | would not

support public funding for such a project."

Conclusion

® . - 'y
Based on the answers to the questions asked, bothsin interviews and in

letters, as well as in many conversations with other community leaders and
o .

politicians, It seems falr to éfafe that most of them held favorable

~

Impressions of the benefits of an exclusive children's channel. Educators
- i <

seemed most highly supporTIye,ﬂrhlle pollticlans, on the ather hand, were
M . ©

- . : . LY
least aware of the project, showing hesitancy in supporting it;, anmd loath to

" commit tax dollars to it. ‘ : . U

. - . / :
Q

TECHNICAL SURVEY FORWFEASIBILITY OF THE 1NI£&QQNNE£%;
-Since the ultimate obiscfive of the KIDS-4 study was To.ascerfain the
need and fea's”lbIIITy? of ex'pir.lded facilities for the KiDS-=4 Children's Channel

throughout Dane County, it was necessary to determine whether such a system

N

was phyéically possible and practical in this area. ’

Thus a technical feaslbility study was undertaken, to investigate the
potential, the options, the Technlcal probiems and financial considerations

/w

Involved In a county=wlide lnfercénnecflon

Contractor and Experlimental Approach

Finding a contractor with the appropriate technical expertise was
facilitated when project director McMahon learned that a related study was

about to be conducted for the University of Wisconsin Extension by Mr. Steven

R. Vedro, New Technologles Planner, WHA-TV The Madlson Pubtlc Televlslon

station. Mr. Vedro's project related to the developmenf and Inferprefafion of

.ITFS and/or Low Power Television/Cable TV interconnection possibilities within

5y

.........



RESEARSH; Surveys (Technical) cont'd.
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) . ‘ .

Déné Coﬁhfy. ACEB confkééfed with Mr. Vedro to share the resuffs of that

study In order to avoid paying for duplicate research Information wifhjﬁ the

N

same area. \ >
Mr. Vedro was asked to prbvlde ACBB with the necedsary technical data
needed to determine what options were open to a possible Interconnection and
! %
to make a.cgpﬁaraflve deferm}na:lbn of thelr feasiblility and cost
effectiveness. | v . '

. Questions to be answered by the technical study»lncluded: physical
iﬁferconneCTlohgposslbI1lfles; cost of lnferéonﬁecfp equlpﬁent‘re&ulred;
necessary permits; pogslble‘élfe locaflo;s; and-sugges%edvs%udio deslign.
Would it be cheaper to string cable than to use Microwave or ITFS? ‘How ébouf
Low Power UHF? }

Some options consldered,and observations, as discussed and recommended by Mr.

4

‘Vedro and project director Nancy McMahon, In. consultation with Mr. Don

Borchert, chief engineer of WHA-TV: . | \\
1. Instructional Television Flxed Service (ITFS)

A Two-&hannel {TFS in which one channel l§ used exélusively
by WHA and one channel might be used by a cooperative or
occasional users. This could involve a mobile Microwave to
be used primarily by cable. From the point of view of the
cable company which holds the franchise In Sun Prairie,’ US
Cable of Viking, ITFS was considered uhdeélrable, though
technically possible, because logs are required and the
cable company had no desire to deal with that. In order to

access a Madison-based iTFS system, KiDS-4 would have to FM_

*¥Appendix #4: Vedro Report
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Microwave [ts signal back to the WHA tower. Microwave
sxs#ems are In the $15,-22,000 rahge for this \
application “(dependent on frequenclies available).
Should a Madison Interconnect émerge, tape bicycling
should not be Ignored as the most cost efficient means /
of delivering non-live programming.
Comments on ITES
In his lnquify In behalf of the University of Wisconsin
Extension, Mr. Vedro concluded that while ITFS would put an
- acceptable stgnal-over an area from Middleton to the west, and
Sun Pralrle, Cottage Grove and Stoughton to the east; almos+ all
that coverage area Is already wired for cable and thus an ITFS
system might be duplicative. On the other hand, there might be a
. major advantage In that an ITFS system dees provide four
channels. Cable companies are unlikely to offer UW Extension/UW
Madison more than one channel.

2.  Low Power UHF « -

Thé posslblli%y of servlnglfhe needs of children via ‘ J
elevision by the use‘of’loy power UHF was Invesfjgafed and
RT was determined that at that particular momenff}n history
there were too hany unanswéred questions regarding the

. ~future of low power UHF:

Although LPTV from Sun Prairie Is é possible option, It
will not provide & grade A signal over Madison (even at (000
Watts). The grade A'at | KW would cover the east slde and
Monona, grade B would add +he Isthmus and near wesfslde,
McFarland and Shorewood Hills. .Glven their willingness to
_srect high-gain recelve antenna, both Compiete Channel TV of

Madison and Viking would pick up a usable LPTV signal

outside the grade B level. However, cost for a'l KW system

Tls at+ least $100,000, assuming a high tower Is located. It

ERIC 17 '
o o ) ‘ 1\ 2 ’J



RESEARCH, Surveys (Technlcal) cont'd.

)
would be necessary to run 300-600 feet of transmisslion Ilne

to the Sun Prairie antenna. The (00 WT Transml%fer package
would bring costs down to §6Q-jb,000 minimum, but I+s grade
B would be equal to the one KW's grade A. Its prImary value
would be In reaching the Viking and CCTV head-ends If they

f~4

want to carry the.KIDS-4 station.

KiDS-4 hlghf do best by placing Its programs on one of the
)
oThef LPTV statlons applyling for Madson !Pcenslng. - .
' o :
Low Power Televislon Is also ‘an option for the dellivery of
) programming for the pnlvéaﬁlfy of Wlsconsin, but compared to
CATV and ITFS 1t Is the most expensive. The éoverage area
. Is about %he same as'for an ITFS se}vlée. Recelver cBsts

are 10 to 20 percent of that required for ITFS antenna and

: down converters and UHF=TV Is much less affected by |lne of

sighf‘prrblems. Howeve{, transmitter costs are In the
$140,0000 range. Since the Unlversity system already holds
+he |lcense for Channel 21 It could not be the |lcensee and

someone else would have to the applicant for LPTV. The

speclflc costs are contalned In a memorandum of March 27,

198 |-=Vedro to Joseph Corry.and Ellen Eims=Notar.*

3. Microwave
1DS=4 could also "backfeed" the VIking CARS band Microwave.

Transmisslon costs are dependéiy on whether the Sun Prairie

) : T N

*Appendix #4a: Within appendix #4, pp. 2 and 3 of memorandum to Corry amd
Eims=Notar.

~

}
[ ’
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- town sub-head-end has direct line of sight -to Stoughton. . A )

small tower may need to be erected--or a repeater ;f ‘the’ |

main Sun Pralrle tower could .be imstalled--cost foH éuch a

. ‘return line ls'also ln the $20-22,000 range. Once that
~. slgnallreaches Stoughtorm, it will have to be processed and
injected into the system. ~Such equlpmenf cosfs $3- -6,000..
Shoutd Vlking expect KIDS-4 to pay for dedicated m}dpand

channel (versus preempting Nickelodeon system Y) the $13,000

a

cost mentioned In the Madison study will also apply.

o 4. roductlon Facllify - L
Originally it was also the lnfenflon of This sTudy to deslgnj
3
. a produktion center and§§fudlo. Many hours were spe;T In
discussing production needs, Including the use of specific

. Types’of equipment. On the basis of "these preliminary

considerations it would not be difficult o suggest a mode |

production center.* ‘\)

However, research and developments in the area over the time
of the study indicated that the rapidly changing state-of-
the=-art, cbupled with other technical production
developments within the extended community would require a
more flexible approach. Therefore, the lissue of final

¢ : design was not addressed.

There are, as of this writing, discussions being held by the
various communities involved In regard to interconnecting

al| cable systems in Dane County.

x*Appendix #5: preliminary sketches of a production center

¥ ‘ 19
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RESEARCH, Surveys (Technlcal) cont'd.

. Further, It appears +ha+‘fﬁere are exlsting facllitles for
product!lon purposes which could and shouid be uséd by
chlldren to further thelr knowledée of moaérn and future
telecommunicatlion. ACBB belleves that the educatlonat
communify, as well as the community at large, [s obllgated

oy to see that this ﬁappens. \Thus the opfl#ﬁm approach for

‘ vexpanslon of the K1DS-4 idea may well be through an

orgahlzed effort which involves many aspects of +he

)

community.

4

f Our concluslion Is that for the Immedlate future, the
“services of KIDS-4land the KIDS-4 experlence can be had
wlthout ;he expense of physlcally lnférconnecflng the
communities In Dane Céunfy as a separate proJecf. in the
near to lnferﬁedlafe term, thls Interconnection may wel |
happen as a natural evolution of the communications system
in the county. At this time [T Is not recémmendedxfhaf
funds be spent specliflcally for a new physical network to

>

extend KiDS-4.

8

PERSONAL CONTACTS . ‘

Projéct director Nancy McMahon made numerous Inquiries and personal
contacts wifh media experts, éducafors, vendor#, and professlonals In
commerclal and pubilic broadcasting Industry to explore other Innovative
Interactive cable stelopmenfs and to dlscover :he latest technology, fJndlng
optlons, educaf[opalqup{l;aflqns,‘useswqf minorlty contractors, and |local

4

community Involvement.*

*Appendix #6: names of Individua¢s personally contacted by
- Nancy McMahon ’
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IW. RELATED ACTIVITIES . ' /

P

-

ATTENDANCE AT MEETINGS . : ‘ -

The educational beneflts derlved from affeﬁdance at meetlings of the

+elecommuhlca+lon§ Industry.are dlfflcu?f to quant!fy., However, certaln

meetlngs.proved to be of signlflcant.value In ascerfafhlng the state~of-the=-

art and Its felationshlp to the project.

“
“ -

MEETINGS ATTENDED BY PROJECT DIRECTOR NANCY MCMAHON:

Northeastern Wlsconsin |n=School Telecommunlications (NEWISTY,
Green Bay, Wisconsin, October 10, 1980 -

ACBB's Annual Conference on Mlnorlty Access.to the Media, Annenberg
Schoo! of Communlcatlons, Los Angeles, Californla, October 25, 1980

. Natlonal Association of Educatlonal Broadcasters (NAEB) Annual Conventlon

October 26-30, 1980

Commun!catlons Semlnar, Unlverslty of Wisconsln-Stout, Menomonie,
Wisconsin, September 14-16, 1980

Meetings of Natlonal Federatlon of Local Cable Producers (NFLCP),

The Future of Telecommunlications, St, Paul, Ml nnesota, Sepf}/4-6, 1980

June 27, 1980; Aprlil 24, 1981 v
Minor!ltles In Cable, Chlcago, Ililnols, June .18-19, 1981
[ S

Additlonal Meetings Attended by McMahon

Project director McMahon galned addltlional Insights for those auesflons
related dlrectly to thls grant when she attended (at her own expense) meetlings
of organlzéflons related to her status as an appllcant for a commerclal
broadcasting Ilcense where she had opportunities to dlscuss KIDS-4 with other
attendees. Among those meetings were: National Assoclation of Broadcasters
(NAB); Natlonal Radlo Broadcasters Assoclatlon (NRBA); Wlsconsin Broadcasters

Assoclation (WBA); and National Cable Televislon Assoclation (NCTA).




-

-

! / RELATED ACTIVITIES, -Cont'd

ANTERNATIONAL SATELL [TE DEMONSTRATION * - 1 -
Among other related activities, the KIDS<4 participation In ACBB's unique

international satel(lte demonstration Is worthy of note.

AN

in this deﬁjysfrafion of Infefat+1ve TeIeVIeIon "by and for children”,
the chlldren of KIDS-4 (together with several chlidren Invlted by ACBB from
KIDS ALIVE! In’ Bloom}ngfon,_lndlana) communicated w{fh children In Brlsb?ne,
Australla, In a |ive, one-hour jnferchiige designed and carrlied out by the

¢hildren themselves.

The purpose of this dqupsfraflon was first, to Illustrate and share the
successes of KIDS-4 Sun Pralrlie experiment In developing meaia-liferafe young
people; and secondly, to demonstrate the essepfial role of new technology In
making such an approach possible.* ‘

The event was held during ACBB's Annual Conference In Washington, D.C. as

.

“part of the Conferenceé's overall focus on "télecommunications In Our Everyday

L1 .
Lives™ The audience of Conference attendees watched as the children not only
v
carried out .he on-alr program, but manned cameras, acted a® technical and
f |l oor direcfors, and controlled the switching equipment in the mobile truck

donated by Cox Cable Communications for the occasion.

Because the Conference was held In a downtown Wééhingfon, D.C. hotel, It
was necessgry to bring the group of U.S. children to Washington and to Install
temporary two-way video-conferencing faclllfﬁes, Including +ranehi+ and

receive miqrowave and saTellITe dlshes, and a mobile +ruck a+ +he conference

sife. These +echnical Insfallaflons were made by adulfs but the chilidren®

*Appendix #7: INTERCONNECT PACKET (Ratlonale for the Interconnect; ACBB's
Newsletters about the Interconnect; Funding for the Inter-

connect; and Conference Program are Included [n The Inter-
connect Packet)

‘.«
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4

~manned them and thus had to learn ovérﬁfghf, to operate under the deflhlfely{f’

experimental, énd_uncerfaln condlf(ohs; wifh.sjrangérs and In unfamiliar :

surroundings. Thelr capable hand]lng of* the event, from the planning to the-

carryling out, with ali the unpredictables Involved, a++es{§ to the children's

. LR : * .
mastery of thel¥ medliu tferms of technology and subject, all Jearned

-

through the KiDS-4 experlience. The satelllite Interconnect "of and by"r

- : ,
chlldren, eloguently met ACBB's primary purposes of sharing thetr Interactive,
participatory television experience with children In Australla. It
dempnstrated what happeps when ghildren;: given the opportunity, take an active

part In the ppoduction of televislion programming: They can become actlive,

-

. media-literate par+lcipan+s as, opposed to passlve vlewers of the medla whlch

they consume. And IT highlighted the essential role of new Technology In

making possible such M"active" approaches to children's television.
N\ | B

Beyond these primary goals, we were pleased to dlscover the extent of

”Thféfeéfhand\supporf which was generafedbfrbm éommunl+y“aha Thdusfry séurceg

which helped us to make the event possible. This support 'was evi ed by the

degree of financial, +echnical, advisory and parflclpafory contriButions which
we received. It Included national cable and broadcast ne}ﬁorks apd’ extended
from corporate sources to grassroots, local. cémmunify efforts. 7
of +h§GSun Prairie community Itself was

)

local buslnesses! $10p checks to éhi]dren’é $1 bills.

A great deal of media response (press as well as TV) was also generated
AN

2

e

response

especially notable; 1t ranged from '

and It Is of Interest Thaf this response focused most strongly on the ongoing.

%K t
KiDS=-4 pPOJeCT In Sun Pralrie rather than just on the one-time satelllte

event: as aresult, media coverage since the in?erconnecf has Included all

three commerclials networks (ABC, CBS, NBC), "That's Incredible™, and "Hour




RELATED ACTI?ITIES, SaTelll%e Demonstration, Cont'd.

Magazine"; visits from the Chicago Tribune, Associated Press coverage, and
inquiries from "20/20%, "PM Magaz ine" andlﬂReal People"; local Sun Prairie and

Madison papers wrote of the event.

The experience of the Washington demonstratich is significant In relation
to this study in that, on a national and International level, Iimportant

paral lels are drawn here:

It was shown that there Is indeed widespread interest in ACBB's.belief In
the value of active, participatory children's television as a means
toward developing media~|iterate young users of the telemedia.

~

.

STrong,comhunlfy involvement and support were evident.

L

Whether the topic is Iinterconnection of children from Washington, D.C.
ffo Brisbaﬁe, Ausfralla; or Sup Prairie to Madison to Monoma and Deforest, the
deslrablllfy and the goals are the same: children with access to the media
can become media-wise, and media~wise children will grow into adults who are

(4

intel ligent consumers and users of the media.
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v. PUBLIC INTEREST AND SUPPORT

COMMUNITY SUPPORT

Since the orliginal concept of an'excluslve children's channe! was first
Introduced and evenfuallzﬂendorsed by City Councl! actlon, community support
for the KiDS-4 idea has been a continuous growth proéess. This gfowfh has
been reflected In +He Increasing number of confrlbufloné frdm community (Sun

Pralrie-based) organlzéflons and Interested Individuals.

) ‘ IS

_Among them:

Bankers'! Assoclation Sums of money

Colenlal Club ' (This club and, retirement center has been
acclaimed as a natlional model for senlor
cltizens. IT has provided space for
meetings, audiences for programs, and
Individual members have given thelr
support to the children.)

Junior Women's Club- Gift of a large puppet for use in KIDS-4
“productions

Lion's Club Sums-of money

t
Rotary Club Helped start a Foundation for the

benefit of KIDS-4

ERIENDS QF KIDS-4

Originally established as a support group of parents of KiDS-4 mgmbers,
the organlzaﬁ#on of Friends of KIDS-4 has been expanded to }nclude other
intérested adults. Among their aqflvlfies are varlogs fund ralsing projects

and opportunities for children and adults to participate together Iin social as

well as work projects for KIDS-4.0

All of the leadership of .this group and of, KIDS-4 come from volunteers.




i 3 . PUBLIC INTEREST and SUPPORT cont'd.

EINANCIAL SUPPORT OF KiDS-4

Volunteers do the work-=-funding ¢tomes from a combl;aflon of support
groups: Sun Preairie City Council (financial help); Vlklng Cable, studio and
minimal equfpmenf; ACBB, ongoing administrative helpg Additional financial

help has been provided by:

t ve
. American Family lnsurance Cohpany--donaflon of a,video switcher
-

Wlsconsln Gas Company--donated use of their model kitchen as

I ) ' setting for weekly production program of
i’ KIDS=4, "Kids Can Cook Too". ¥
‘ ) Telefhon--KlDS 4, 24~hour project to ralse funds to help take
. them to Washlngfon, D.C.
' Grants to KiDS-4 | A -
C ‘ NTIA Grant, for a fedsibility study for the

expansion of the KIDS-4 idea
} , throughout Dane County

3

DANE COUNTY CULTURAL AFFAIRS GRANT, to produce a
N \ - " a program KIDS/VIDEO/ARTS In which
- ' the KIDS-4 camera crew visited three
Madison art museums; thé program was
‘. televised by WKOW-TV, Madison.

NATIONAL ENDOWMENT FOR THE HUMANITIES, a joint
. grant to the Sun Prairie Historical
Society and KIDS-4 to produce a
program centered on the history of
Sun Prairie.

S 1

- *Appendix #8: Magazine, Wisconsin Gas Company, wlth feature story of KIDS-
4, p. 16-20.
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PUBLIC INTEREST and SUPPORT cont'd.

4

LEGISLATIVE INTEREST AND SUPPORT
*}’ On March 17, |982 Thomas Loftus, member of the Wisconsin Assembly from
Sun Prairie and maJorlfy |eader. of The)kssembly -presented the |98| Assembly

Jolnt Resolution 94 to the Assembly, commending KiDS=-4 for thelr impact on

pcY

their own community, on thelr state, natlion, and the International scene.*

Other political support has come to KIiDS-4 from Don Foulke, Sun Prairie
+Mayor, all members of the Sun Pralrie City Councii, Robert Kasfenﬁgler, United
States Congressman (whose home Is Sun Pralrie), and William Proxmire, U.S.

Senator from Wlsconsin.

PUBLICITY

The uniqueness of KiDS-4 and the extlusfve children's channel on cable TV
has become known around the worid. ACBB has been host to visitors to the
Children's Channel since 1979. People have come from all over the United
States and from Australia and Tasmania, Brazll, Cgﬁada, Germany, Netheriands,
Phillppines, and SQeden. Inquiries continue to arrive from other countries

and states.

The KiDS-4 Sfory has been told via newspapers an%rnégazlnes, radio and

television.*¥

N
o

*Appendix #9: copy of the Resolution ) \

**Appendix #10: selected coples of KIDS=4 publicity




'Yi. DISCUSSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS

This study to determine the feaslblilty of exfendlng the exlsting KIDS-4.
Into a county-wlde faclilty has clearly shown both In terms of deslrablllty
and feaslblilty that such expanslion would be & worthy undertaking and welcomed
by Dane County commun!tles. i

ACBB belleves that the Sun Prairie Chiidren's Channel should continue to
serve as a role model and that expanslon of the KIDS-4 concept Throughou+ The)
county depends upon the development of cooperative efforts. Such a trend has
already begun, as can be seen In the growing [nteraction with chlldren's cable
activities in Monona and their Interest In KfDS-4;

One 5ugges+lqp that appeals +§ ACBB but which requlres further study Is
the concept of a consortium or cooperative. The flrst responsiblilty of such
a consortlum or cooperative would be to glve county=-wlde support to the
operation of the expanded "televislon by and fér kids" cable channel.

Every communffy wlth a cable system In Dane County could serve as a local
slte’ for chlidren's cable actlvities. These local efforts wouid be
facllltated by the consortlium or cooé%raflve which would also help to provide
Interactlon on a county-wide level. The consortlium ‘or cooperative could also
function. as the nucleus of a chlidren's productlion center, supported ands
flna;ced by all the members of the consortium or cooperative. Such a
production center would provide opportunities for children To explore creative
communications wlth thelr peers and help them deveiop Into medla=-wlse
consumers. Adequéfe staffing would be essentlal. '

In view of today's pressing need for publlc broadcasting to find creative
alternative funding sources, one possible approach suggests Itsel f. fhe
consortlium or cooperative could ufillze exlstling facllltles as a public

telecommunications center which would provide Dane County children access to

more sophisticated equipment and stimulation By interaction with other

(P
o
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DISCUSSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS, cont'd.

professionals. Such an arrangement could prbve profitable for both groups and
merits further expioration.

Potential members of such a consortium of cooperative could be: KIiDS-4;
cable companies, nursery schoois; churches; lIibrarles; hosplfals; WHA-
television and radio; ACBB; Dane County Board; Wisconsin Educatlional

Communications Board; Edgewood College; CESA 15; Madison Area Access Center;

'YMCA and YWCA; Friends -of WHA-TV; Wisconsin Radio Assoclation; and the citles

of Madlson, Monona, Sun?Prairle, McFariand, Stoughton, Oregon,,Middieton,
DeForest, and Marshatl. )

Every Dane County community with a cable system could sefve as a local
site for chiltdren's cable activitlies. These local efforts would bé
facilitated by the consortium or cooperative which would aiso help to provide
Interaction on a county-wide level.

The American Councit for Better Broadcasts belleves that there Is Indeed
a need for a speclal television service for chilidren and that It is Important
that children themselves be”allowed to participate In production as well as
lnferagf with other peéple who produce.

KiDS-4 |s an excliting and Innovative project which puts some of The
children In control of pfFoduction and teaches other chlldren to become better
consumers of the media. The KiDS-4 céncepf ought to be encouragéd and

expanded.




DISCUSSION AND RECOMMENDATIONS, cont'd.

RECOMMENDATIONS

|, Formatlon of consortium or cooperative

. 2. Continue local slites for chlidren's cable activities
In each cable community.

3. Possible centralization of a production center (to
Increase opportunities for access to more sophisticated

equipment and stimulation by interaction with other
professionals, etc.)

4, Establishment of a national Advisory Board

Employment of adequate professional staff
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APPENDIX # 1

KIDS-4 RATIONALE

The study reported herein was performed pursuant

to a grant with the National Telecommunications .
and Information Administration, D.0.C. Grantees

are encouraged to express their judgment in the

conduct of the project. Therefore, points of view,

findings or opinions stated do not necessarily represent
official Public Telecommunications Facilities

Program position or policy and the manuscript

has not been subjected to regular editorial review

given Department of Commerce staff publications.
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. KIDS-4 ' ’

The Sun Prairie Children's/Channel

KIDS-4 is today a reality, thanks to the persistent efforts
of dedicated iudividuals;?the children and parents who have
participated and made the Channel a reality; the City pf Sun
Prairie and the Cable Company whose cooperation possible the
creation of a channel dedicated solely to, and for, children; and
the American Council for Better Broadcasts which has chnsistently
encouraged the project, and is its sponsoring organization.

Today, the Sun Prairie Children's Channel is in its third
year of operation and is the recipient of a federal grant to develop
a plan for interconnection. But it was not always so. The develop-

‘ment of KIDS-4 represents the evolution of a philosophy into a

reality. Underlying the entjre effort is the conviction that
television can be a creative ‘teacher and a constructive part of a
child's life. { g

_ The following rationale, written in 1976 represents the
conceptual basis upon which the project was built.



A CHILDREN'S CHANNEL FOR SUN PRAIRIE

A Rationale By: Marieli Rowe
Executive Director
American Council for Better Broadcasts

) The Cable Television enabling ordinance developed for

Sun Prairie, Wisconsin, by a special Mayor's Committee, and
approved and passed by the Sun Prairie Council on February 17,
1976, provides that any Cable System built in Sun Prairie is
to 1nclude a channel dedicated to programmlng for - and possibly
by - children.

The proposed Children's Channel was conceived by citizens
seeking a quality system and concerned about the role of _
television in the lives of children. It represents an attempt -
to provide a positive alternative for the chlldren of Sun '
Prairie.

The following background information is presented to
offer a rationale for this position:

In 1ts nearly three decades on the American scene, telev151on
has profoundly affected our society. F®r our children, it is
among- the most powerful and constant companion in their lives,
and this - as evidence shows - has not proven to be an unmitigated
benefit! Children are exposed to a diet of television intended
for adult eyes and adult judgement, while their own needs and
*interests are widely ignored, even on many so-called children's
programs.

Concern and frustration about the effects of this television
fare on children has been loud and long and has come £from many
diverse quarters - all clamoring for someone to "do something”
about children and television.

The Children's Channel is a direct response to this challenge.

It is oremised on three major areas of concern:

1. The research and mounting knowledge about the

" impact of television on children, and the desire

to channel this to positive the enrichment,

The recognition that children's needs are special

and are in certain regpects a responsibility of

. soeciety which must be treated accordtngly

3. An undersfanding of the nature of, and phtlasophy
of American Broadecasting.

“
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role in terms of time consumption and influence. Proven an

I. WHAT THE RESEFARCH HAS SHOWN:

Increasing knowledge about the effects of television on
children shows clearly and irrefutably that TV plays a major

effective teacher of both cognitive and affective learning,
television today stands in overwhelming competition with both
home and school. It has been shown that a caudsal effect exists
between viewing of violent programs and aggressive behavior.
Further restarch also ,shows that a number of interactive forces
in the child's enviroé%ent (parents, peers, school) enter into
this learning process. ' The complex nature of this interaction
is presently under study. R :

A major finding is that while anti~social behavior can be
learned from, or reinforced by, television programs, pro-social
models can likewise teach and reinforce pro-social behavior.

The proposed Children's Chanmel rests on these.findings: \\i)

l. that children spend time with television in
excess of anything elsesqthey do, except sleep,

that television 18 a poz;rful teacher,

3. that the medium can be a positive or negative
‘teacher, and ‘ ’ -

4. that there is. the need to harness the potential
benefits of television in the interest of the
ehild.

%}

AN

II. THE NEEDS OF THE CHILY - THE PROBLEMS OF GROWING UP IN
A TV-30CIETY: . = - .

l. Society has not yet accepted the change. Television is
today an established presence in the lives of 99 percent of
American children, beginning from their earliest awareness. Yet
in terms of society's dealing with it, it remains a new dimension.
We have not yet learned to integrate 4this new dimension into what
may be called the "ecology" or expanding enviyonment of childhood.

The process of growing up,is a gradual evolution which
involvés a maturation both physical, emotional*and intellectual.
Traditionally -that process has taken some years of training close
to home, some years of formal schooling, followed and intertwined
by lifelong years of further exposure. Before the Communications
Revolution there ‘was a self-regulating process of expanding
horizons in the child's development; from Mother to family to
neighborhood on to church and school and then the world. Learning
to cope with each phase as it came along was an important step in
a child's development. ' .

—~
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Today, television has totally destroyed this natural evolution
in the exoanding ecology of the child's world. The window to all
of life's experiences, and the fantasies, is there from the very
beglnnlng, and, because ‘exposure to TV req ires no prev1ous training
or skilled preparatlon, a beginner may be rown immediately into
the "expert" class. The consequénces of this abuse may not be

immediately' apparent.

Because time is indeed needed and cannot be cut short’{n the
normal, gradual process of g;ow1ng up, television has come to pose
problems to our society which are® as yet unresolved.

2. Méeting ehildren's needs ‘requires that society recognize
and acknowledge that:

a. Children are a special audience - special not in
the sense of minorities and special ihterest groups but
in a far more basic, perva51ve‘Way by virtue of their
own frame of reference; the way in which children perceive
and comprehend their surroundings ‘and absorb, utilize and
form their value Jjudgements. )

b. Children are a captive and defenseless audience.
Society has long recognized this in education, psychiatry,
and the Law. Indeed children are treated as a separate K -
group under the Law: we do not give them the same rights
and do not hold them responsible as adults until a normal
level of adult maturity can be reached. It is considered
that children require special protection-under the Law,
from abuses by sellers of intoxicants, tobacco, and
firearms, to would-be exploiters of child labor, a
minimum age for driving, voting, buying contraceptives,
and marrying.® We even require that they attend school,
and that they take gym to insure their healthy physical
development. We regard children as unfit to make their
own intelligent decisions in these areas, yet able to
sort out the most demanding adult facets of society.

The Law "protects" children in a number of ways,
some’ of them quite amazing, but TV is free to intrude
intq their lives unrestricted. In Doint of fact, the
commercial exploitation of children by television is
parallel to commercial exploitation of children by
education - a situation which would be considered
intolerable ‘by our society but which we condone and
virtually ignore from television - tke most powerful -
teacher of all!l ) i 5» _ v

-

3. Children could have their own learning environment.
The above is not intended as a plea for more' laws, for as we have
seen, thev can lead to absurdities. Rather it is a request for an
enlightened approach to the new dlmen51on which today brings the

-



"early window" of the adult'world into the lives of children. A |
sensible first step toward" providing a more appropriate climate
could be to set aside the possibility of a separate learning
* »  environment. ‘The recognition that children are a truly special

group gives credibility to the concept of a completely separate
cable channel to meet their needs. It answers ‘the two most often
heard gqueries: "Why single out children as a special audience, '
rather than elderly, hard-of-hearing, or other?" These groups
of adults arg, no more adversely affected by programs not aimed at

/ them than other adults. They can share a channel with other pro-
grams. The other question "why must it be a special,: wholly
dedicated channel for children, rather than time on an access or
a leased one?" - is the heart of this entire enterprise. For
thus is guaranteed the exclusive,~non-preemptible, consistent,
trustworthy presence that it represents to children and the adults
responsible. Thus 'is built the sense of community responsibility,
the total commitment to the children's needs. As a shared channel
even with other "good" programs, it will have lost its principal
purpose and will be of no particular advantage’ over, for instance,
public television. As a leased channel it may be lost without
valid grounds to a higher bidder.

IIT. THZE CIILDREN'S DILEMMA AND THE AMERICAN SYSTEM OF‘BROADCASEING

Commercial broadcasting in the U.S. is based on the prineiple

‘of reachlng the greatest possible mass audience and selling the
maximum possible product by means of the most effective techniques.
FQr .reasons known well to those who have -attempted change, it has
become- - obvious that commercial television is therefore not the 1deal
Dvehicle for meeting the needs of young viewers. And yet, such TV
occupies a major part of their lives and learning experience. This
dilemma has proven to be among the thorniest problems, of deep
concern to parents, educators, government, and somewhat belatedly

in 1976 also the medical profession.

Though solutions have been sought, none have been found,
faltering on the foundations of the system, or on the principles
of our constitutional rights. °

For: _ .

o To ban violent .or other anti-social programs
‘ Jn¢rznges upon the freedom of expression of =
our soctety. And tndeed might be unwarranted
in the proper context.

¢ To ban advertising from children's programs
destroys the present system which brings
» "free”" programs to all.

&
-

o To rgguire the famzly hour turns out to be a
form of programming control (censorship?) whtch
the FCC may not exercise. '

-
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The alternatives offered by Public television have been
@Ipful but only wnartially successful since the public station
suffers from the same scarcity of channel availability as does
the commercial one.

The alternative of educating for selective viewing can only
be achieved when there is a substantial alternative.

The nature of commercial broadcasting, the scarcity of air
time, the need for preserving the American tradition of freedom
of expression, have all worked against earnest efforts to resolve
one of the major problems of our society.

. A
V. ITHE CHILDREN'S CHANNEL

Cable offers an opportunity to bypass these obstacles, giveh
the proper means and the needed encouragement (freedom) to do so.

The Children's Channel provides one answer to the "problem
of children and TV", which -

R )
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The Children's Channel is, quite frankly, an ekperiment.
It is requested on that basis, to carry out a well designed plan:

(O
<k

(S9
e

.
- * o
- -

3
<
=
)

\l
s

&

o

O
0
L9
Al
Q
€1,
b
<
[\\}
Q
3,
<
\)
Q
‘4\
Q

L
4
<t
[
V3]
V3]
<t
3
Q
3
©Q
[
3N
[\
£,
3
[¥))
[\
2,
ty+
(\
<t
34
Q
L3 *)
>

3 L O
3

: Q C
3
[
W
Q

- ©

3 education
be respons
wn gorte

34
® 3 O
3
- ®
3,

3

(S
(N

ek O W

SO
v

al
A
e

n

<
3
-

3
®
w O Q
3
ot
A\
3§,
Ua

V3]
N
'Y I
EE SN
(S W

[SUN\VIS]
Q
W'y 4 3
0
Lo 'S 3
S o ok

® O «w
~

(L0 o
™

1.

‘x«l

® ¢t
;O
Al

\)
RN
QO3
3

QN
G O 0 N

[T Y I S

SO

Sl. ﬁn }‘4.

Q &

(SRR

(SRS

[\VIE ST\ IR CSY

3 Owce
€, Q 10

ASCER \ VI g

'

by

Vi«

finire terms to be proven successful
r trial D@P”Od, after which <1t zcan De
ting or abandoned. There <s no
ssible drain on the system to be set

0 .

Q
® “H QO
]

T QWO
&

3
® I w3
®
'O ety

3

Ny

Q
A
[
'S Q
[}
QN 3
'S

ORI
[

&
TN
I SIS B\ VY

3

(v

.

oY Qe

Swg 0 'S ® O

\} I3

*As stated in its franchise proposal, "the Viking Media
Corvoration strongly supports the concept of the Children's
Channel and will do whatever it can that might reasonably be

+ expected to encourage the Federal Communications Commission
to aporove this channel assignment".
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.

Given these factors, the proposed Children's Channel has
an excellent chance of success. Intelligently and caringly
administered and advised by qualified persons - including
children - it can provide the needed alternative. If it does,
it will have valuable impact which will go well beyond the
geographical boundaries of the Sun Prairie, Wisconsin Cable
Television community.. : )

A Final Note

The FCC has recently moved to deregulate cable so as
to make it possible for the industry to grow and develop.

Ve understand this deregulation to be intended as an

(S NS NS
S a3
© G

romise of cable", not a license to regress to giving
3t possible service for the most possible profit.
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Introduction

In the 1980's, Dane County community leaders, broadcasters, and public
officials will have to make important decisions regarding the kinds of tele-
vision programming that will be made available to the general public. In
many cities, community leaders will have to decide which cable television
company will offer the type of piggramming that best meets the peeds of the
people in their community. .In other communities, broadcasters w%]] have to
decide which types of shows will be shown on the limited number of cable
channels that are available. In some communities, public officials will have

to decide whether or not public funds should be used to help finance socially

beneficial types of programming.

The fact that there are so many different types of services and pro-
gramming being advocated by cable television companies, advocacy groups, and
concerned citizens makes these decisions very difficult. Every group claims
that there is a market for the type of programming they want, but few groups

can supply the empirical evidence to support their claims.

Because the American Council for Better Broadcasts (ACBB) has béen trying
to persuade decision makers that there is a market for a type of children's
programming called KIDS-4, it commissioned the Midwest Survey Research Institute
(MSRI) to conduct a survey measuring Dane County resident's attitudes toward
KIDS-%. [t was the hobe of ACBB that the d&ta gathered by MSRI would provide
decision makers with enough information about citizens' attitudes toward
programming like KIDS-4 to enable them to make informed decisions. This

report presents the findings of our research.

VR 17
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Description of KIDS-4

Begun in 1979, KIDS-4 is an experimental children's television service
that is b;oadcast over a cable television channel in the Sun Prairie area.
Young people between the ages of 9 and 13 form the production and programming
staff of KIDS-4. They have the opportunity of becoming writers, producers,
audio operators, camera personnel and talent for the channel. The children
receive training from a group of adults, although the eventual aim is that
these children will train future KIDS-4 participants. Minimal adult in-
fluence 1is sought:wand productions are done almost exclusively by the kids.

Presently the shows produced by the children are broadcast over the
Sun Prairie Children's Channel (Nickelodeon). About three hours each week is
taken up with televisign films produced by the children. The type of programs
produced have varied gi

eatly but include documentaries, news, and broadcasts

of cultural and sporting events.

KIDS-4 is financed with money from Viking Cable, the city of Sun Prairie,

and the contributions of interested citizens. It is, of course, a non-profit

organization. \\“““5
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Methodology

The Dane County Sample

A questionnaire was designed that measured parents' attitudes to-
ward KIDS-4Ftype programming. This questionnaire was administered to a
random sample of Dane County parents, who had children 18 years old or
younger. In households with two parents, the appropriate respondent was

selected at random.

Telephone numbers were ‘generated by a random numbers computer program.
Every household in Dane county that had a te]ephone had an approximately
"equal probability of selection. This technigque allows for households with
unlisted numbers and individuals who have recently moved to be included in
the sample. |
. / |
A total of 357 completed interviews were obtained. Sun Prairie was
oversampled so that there would be enough respondents to be able to make
statistically meaningful statements about the attitudes of the people in
that area. When adjustments are made for the disproportionate number of

Sun Prairie people in the sample, the weighted n for the Dane county sample

is 310.

The telephone interviews were conducted in February, 1981. Each sample
Il number was called a minimum of four different times, across several dayparts.
WAhen corrected for non-working, business, and numbers assigned to households

I without children, the response rate was fairly high with a 72% completion

rate.




The Sun Prairie Sample

We were particularly interested in the-attitudes of Sun Prairie's
“parents because the Sun Prairie community is the only area that presently
recejves KIDS-4. Children of Sun Prairie parents have the opportunity both
to watch and participate in KIDS-4. Therefore, the Sun Prairie area was over-
samgﬂed in order to have enough respondents to be able to generalize the
saﬁpﬁe results to the Sun Prairie area within a reasonable sampling error.

Consequently, 79 telephone interviews were conducted in Sun Prairie.

The Sample of Children

We were alsq interested in the television habits and preferences of Dane
County children, and, in the Sun Prairie area, in measuring children's aware-
ness, viewing habits, and attitudes toward KIDS-4.. Therefore, a questionnaire
was administered to 1018 children in grades 3, 5, 6, and 8 in several Dane

County schools. (Appendix B).

while requests were sent to all public school districts, except Madison,
and to a random sample~of ten religious schools, only the first seven schools
to agree to particibate were included in the sample. In the smaller schools,
all children present on the day the questionnaires were administered were inter-
viewed. In the larger schools, approximately 50 students at each grade level
completed the questionnaire.i Because the sample is not necessarily reprgsenta-

tive of Dane county schools or of students within particular schools, extreme

'




The Sample of Children (Continued)

caution must be exercised in generalizing the smaple data to the whole
population of Dane county children or the whole population of children in

particular school di§tricts.
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Survey of Dane County Parents

Demographic Characteristics of the Sample

/

Tab]e I shows the demographic characteristics of the sample of parents.
Because only adults with children were interviewed, most of the respondents
are married. The fact that a rather large percent have completed some
graduate work (18%) probably reflects the proximity of the University of
Wisconsin to Dane County res{dents. The relatively high income levels are
expected because most of the very young people and very g]d people, who are
1ikely to have low incomes, are excluded from the sample by virtue of the

—
fact that they are not likely to have children 18 years old or younger.

As one might expect, there are more females in the sample than males because

there are more single parent women than men who live with their children.

Viewing Habits and Preferences

Like other American families, the families in this sample watch a lot
of television. Respondents report that their TV set is on an average of
12.3 hours each weekend and 5.8 hours each weekday. Since people tend to
underestimate the numberlof hours they watch television, and parents some-
times do not know when their children are watching, the actual number of

hours the set is on may be ?vﬁh higher. (Table 1V)

When asked to grade the overall quality of television programming, most
respondents give it a "C". However, it is important to note that almost a

third of the people give it a gfade of "D" or "F". (Table II) The quality
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of children's television programming is perceived to be a bit better. Most
parents give it a grade of "B" or "C", and 13% give it an "A". Butidespite

the fact that most adults give moderately high grades to children's programming,

almest a fourth of them are dissatisfied enough to grade it "D" or "F". (Table III)

‘It is difficult to determine if the viewing preferences of our Dane
County sample are like the preferences of the rest of the nation because
our measures are different than the measures the Nielsen Company uses. How-
ever, one can‘nofe that the shows whicﬁ peop]e'are most likely to claim as
their favorites (M.A.S.H. and Dallas).are currently near the top of the Nielsen

Television Index. (Table V)

When asked what they think are their children's favorite television
shows, 34% mention Sesame Street, 21% The Dukes of Hazzard, and 13% various
cartoons. (Table VI) Parents are almost certainly right about The Dukes of
Hazzard since the show is high in the national ratings and was a favorite
of the children we 1n£érv1ewed in Dane County. Indeed, 43% of the children
listed this show as one of their favorites. Whether or not the parent's -be-

lief that Sesame Street is one of their children's favorite programs is féct

or wishful thinking is difficult to determine, but none of the children we W,

interviewed said Sesame Street was one of their favorite shows. Parents may
also overstate their children's fondness for cartoons since only a handful
of the students we interviewed indicated that a cartoon was one of their

favorites.

Familiarity with KIDS-4

As one might expect, very few parents in Dane county have ever heard of

KIDS-4. Overall, only 16% of the respondent§ are aware of it. This ignorance

-
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~~exists in approximately equal proportioﬁs among all demographicﬂgrqyps.
Cable subscribers are a bit more likely to ?ave heard about it than non-sub-
;cribers, but only 20% of the parents with cable are aware of it. However,
in Sun Prairie, where children havé the opportunity to produce and act in

KIDS-4 programs, -awareness is much higher. Forty-four percent of the Sun

Prairie parents are aware of it. (Table VII)

e

s \
. . ) A
Somewhat surprisingly, the children we interviewed in Sun Prairie are

much more likely to be aware of KIDS-4 than Sun Prairie's parents. Seventy-
four percent said they had heard.of it. The fact tha% a number of children
in Sun Prairie participate in KIDS-4 or have expressed an 1n£erest in par-
ticipating may explain, in part, why SLn Prairie children are so much more
aware than Sun Prairie parents. Social networks within the school insure
that children w%]] learn ahgut kiDS-4 from their friends who participate

in it, while parents must learn about KIDS-4 from the'média unless théir own

. s L .
children are participants. (Table XXI) - S v

)

Perceive&y;enefits of KIDS-4

Desp1§§ the, fact that few adu]ts are aware of KIDS 4, an overwhelmjng
majority be11eve that their ch11dren or other ch11dreﬁ;and youth in their
-.community would benefit if such a service was available in their area. As
Table VIII clearly shows, this belief is held by people of both sexes, with
different numbers of children, different levels of education, and diffe}ent .

éyncomes. Even people who do not sqbscribe to cable television believe
KIDS-4 would be beneficial, although people who live in areas Where it is X s |
not possible to receive cable television are a little less 11ké1y to féé].gh%s

A}
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way. Eighty-eﬁght percent of the Sun Prairie parents' believe children will

benefit a "great deal” or "somewhat" from a service like KIDS-4.
. ‘ . .

Interest in KIDS-4 s

~

These data‘lndicate that if KIDS-4 was available most Dane éOunty parents
would be interested in it. Seventy-five percent of the respondents claim fﬁ
be "very interested" or "somewhat 1nterestéd“; while only twenty;five percent .=
are not interested at all. The aegrge_éf 1nteres£ varies a bii with females,
people who's family 1ncome'i§_1ess than $20,000, and peop]é who-subscribe to
cable being more likely ta.say they are "very interested", but bvera]] interest

s high. In Sun Prairie, interest is about the same as 1pAthe rest of the

.,6"‘-‘/

county with /65 of thekparents claiming they are-very or somewhat interested.
s

-

Of course it is one thing to claim that one is "interested" in a service
énd quite another to say that one is wi]]inga}o pay for it. Therefore, the
proponents of KIDS-4 should be ené0uraged’by the fagt that over a third of
the respondents claim that they would be Gbery 1ikely" to subscribe to a
service 11kg KIDS—? if it cost $1 a month, and thirty-six Pgrcent say that

Aﬁhey would be ''somewhat 1ikely" to do so. However, it is likely that these
potential sﬁbgcr%bers would expect considekabﬁy_ more programming than now
appears on KIDS-4 for fheir dollar, and it is possible that many‘o?fthem

- wwould expect that their children-would hé?e an opportunity to participate in

‘the production of the shows. (Table XII)

. - ]
In order ko get another measure of parents’ interest in KIDS-4, parents

who do. not now have cable television were asked whether or not they would

be ﬁore likely to subscribe to cable if this was the only way they could get

KIDS-4.
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Although the numbér of cases is small, Table X shows that 37% of the
people who came from an area where cable television is not available, and
22% of the people who do not subscribe to an available cable service, claim.
they would be much or somewhat more likely to subScfibe to cable television

if KIDS-4 was available.

o

Support for Public Fund{ng

At a time when there are calls for government to cut its budget, it is
important to know what sort of services the public wants government to fund.
These data indicate that thére is strong support for the use of public funding
for programs like KIDS-4. ‘Fema1es, parents with more than one child, people
at particular edutationa] levels, individuals from.fami11es earning less than
$30,000, and people who already subicribe to cable television voice the

4 strdngest support for public funding. If one weére to exclude from the analysis
those peopie who did not Hgve an opinion, the percentage supporting the use

of public funds would be even higher. (Table XI)

It is important to note, however, that these data te]] us nothing about
how much money people would be willing to have.government spend to support
KIDS-4. Nor do these data allow us to determine whether or ndt people would
prefer that KIDS-4 be funded at the expense of other services, or if some of
the costs sth]d be paid by broadcasters or consumers. Proponents'of KiDS-4,
however, should be encouraged because at a ggme wheﬁ people are increasingly ¢
reluctant tb allow government to fund new services, most parents are in

favor of some public funding for KIDS-4. ¢
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r// Survéy of Dane County Children

V1ew1ng Habits and Te]ev1s1on Preferences of

. Dane Coun;y;Ch11dren
v . ) . a2 -

Like Dane county adults, the children admit to wa%ching a lot of tele-
wision. Table XIV shows that children claim to watch an average of twenty-
eight hours each week. Even 0Q3§éhoo1-nights, children admit to watching an

average of 3.7 hours.

Wh11e some . children usua]]y watch te]ev1s1on a]one, the vast majority

(58%) report that their parents. watch with them some of the time. Only 14%

of the children claim that their parents hardly watch with them. (Table XV)

According to the children in this sample, the decision about what they
watch is often a gecision in which all members of the family partake. Fifty-
one percent c]qim that the whole family usually decides together what shows
to watch, 14% say their parents decide, and 9% indicate that their brothers

and sisters usua]Ty decide. Only 26% of the children said that they usually

_make the decision alone. (Table XVI) . 3

i

When asked what their three favorite te1évision shows are, 43% chose
The Dukes of Hazzard, 17% 8J and the Bear; 14% M.A.S.H., 14% Diff'rent
Strokes, and 12% The Love.Boat. (Table XVII) Th? shows they liked the least
included: The Waltons 24%, 20?20 (19%), General Hospital (18%), A1l My '
Children (17%) and The Tonight_Showk16%). (TabTé XVIII) ; ‘

|3

II The children were also asked whether or not they had watched Prom Night,
a "horror! movie, ana a Ch;r11e‘8rown Special. Both of these shows were
I' aired the week before the 1nte}v1ew1ng began. Overall, 37% of the children
Q -
l' A e N 36
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saw Prom Nignt and 38" viewed the Charlie Brown Special. Children in grades
3 and 5 were more likely to have watched the Charlie Brown Special "and less
likely to have seen Prom Night than students in grades 6 and 8. [t should be
noted, however, that almost a quarter of the third graders claimed to have

watched some portion of Prom Night. (Tab]e‘XIX)

In order to find out what shows the students thought were unfit for

children their age or younger, they were asked to name the shows, if any,

that they would forbid their children from watching if they were a parent.

The shows most often mentioned included: Saturday Night Live (14%), Horror

Shows (117}, Hart to Hart (7%), A11 My Children (7%) and HBO Movies (6%). It
should be noted, however, that .many children-could only think of one or two:
shows they would forbid and 29% of the children could not think of any

shows they would forbid. (Table XX)

AN

.
Attitudes Toward KIDS-4 Among

Sun Prairie Children

[t has already been noted that 74 of Sun Prairie children have heard

of KIDS-4. Table XXI shows that students in grades 5, 6, and 8 are more e

likely to be aware of it then children in grade 3, but overall awareness is
extremely high. 0Oespite the high level of awareness, most children do not
watch it with any regularity. Only 27% have watched KIDS-4 one or more times.
{Table XXII) Among these children who have seen KIDS-4 at least once, 4%

watch it "a lot", 25% watch "sometimes", and 71% watch "hardly at all."

Third graders are most likely to-watch it and eighth graders are least likely

e

r

\
wof
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In interpreting these data it is important to keep in mind that KIDS-4
only broadcasts 1% to 3 hours each week, their programs do not always appear
in the same tfme slots, and there has not been any extensive campaign to
advertise the times KIDS-4 is on the air. These data do not allow one to
determine why children do not watch KIDS-4 more often, but it does not appear
that they avoid it simply because they dislike it. Of the children who
have seen it, 19% say they like it "a lot", 47% "a 1ittle bit", and only 34%
'not at all". As expected, eighth graders do not like it as much as students
in other grades. Perhaps expanded programming and better promotion could

attract more viewers to this experimental television service. (Table XXIV)

N
o



Marital Status

Education

Income

Table 1
Demographic Characteristics Of

Parents

Percentage

Married 82
Single 5
Divorced 9
Separated 2
Surviving Spouse 2
Not High School Graduate 6
High School Graduate 33
Vocational or Technical School 7
Some College 20
BA Degree 17
Graduate Work 18
Less than $10,000 7
$10,000 to 319,999 24
$20,000 to $29,999 37
$30,000 to $39,999 _ 21
$40,000 or More 12 .-
Hale 41
Female 59

Number of

Respondents

255
17
28

5
5

17
102
21
62
52
54

19
68
102
58
33

128
182




Table II

Rating of the Quality of
Television Programming

Number of
Grade Percentage Respondents
A ' 3 8
B 18 54
C 47 142
0 24 74
F 9 26
Table III
Rating of the Quality of
Children's Television Programming
Number of
Grade Percentage - Respondents
A ' ; 13 37
8 31 88
C 32 91
D 17 48
F ' 7 19
Table IV
Average Number of Hours
Television Set is On
- Number of
Time of Day Average # of Hours Respondents
Weekends 2.3 310
Weekday, before 4 p.m. 1.7 310
Weekday after 4 p.m. 4. 310




Table V

Favorite Television Programming

Percentage Who Mentioned Number of
Shows Show as One of Their Favorites Respondents
M. AL S, H. 20 61
Ballas 18 54
News 17 50
Movies 1 34
* O
# N
Table VI
Adults' Perceptions of Their
Children's Favorite Shows
Percentage Beﬁieving that the Number of
Shows Show Is One of Childs' Favorites Respondents
e
‘Sesame Street 34 98
Oukes of Hazzard 21 60
Cartoons 13 36



Table VII
Familiarity With KIDS-4

Percentage Percentage Number of
Familiar Unfamiliar Respondents
A1l Respondents
16 - 84 300
Y,
Male ) . 17 ~. 83 123
Female 15 "85 178
Number of Children
One 16 85 112
Two 16 84 128
Three or More 15 85 60
Sducation :
lon-High School Graduate 12 88 17
High School Graudate 13 87 98
Some College 17 . 83 80
BA Degree.. , 23 77 51
Graduate Work 15 85 53
F Income A
Less than $20,000 14 86 83
$20,000 to $29,999 17 83 101
. $30,000 or More : 14 86 86
| Subscribe to Cable
. Yes . 20 8o 18
NO 14 86 122
l Cable Not Available } 89 61
Sun Prairie ‘ 44 56 77
B 52




b

All Respondents

Sex |
Male i

Female

Number of Children

One
Two

Three or More

tducation
Non-High School Graduate
High School Graduate
Sohe College -
+ BA Degree
Graduate Work

income
Less than $20,000
520,000 to $29,999
$30,000 or More

Subscribe to Cable ' »

fes
No ‘
"rable Not Available

Table VIII

N
W

Perceived Benefits of KIDS-4 Y
~ Percentage Percentage Percentage Number of
A Great Deal Somewhat Not at All Respondents
36 53 10 276
33 52 15 M
38 53 8 165
39 56 6 104
36 51 13 116
30 57 13 56
LY
54 30 K 16 14
31 56 13 92
29 60 11 74
45 51 4 46
46 47 7 49
40 51 9 74
35 55 10 93
32 58 9 83
&
42 53 5 107
34 56 10 170
29 49 22 58
32 56 12 66

Sun Prairie




Table IX

Interest In KIDS-4

Percentage Percentage. Percentage
Very. Somewhat Not Number of
- Interested Interested Interested Respondents
A1l Respondents .
A ’ 20 55 25 . 301
Sex |
Male 14 60 26 124
Female 24 52 | 24 178
Number of Children ‘ -
One . 19 ' 54 28 111
Two 21 54 25 128
Three or More ’ 20 59 21 62
Sducation
Nom-High School Graduate 22 63 16 17
High School Graudate ‘ 15 J 57 28 100
Some College 25~ a7 28 - 80
BA Degree ' 20 61. 18 49 -
Graduate Work 22 58 20 54
.ncome
Less than $20,000 26 50 24 85
520,000 to 529,999 16 64 20 98
F i $30,000 or More 2] 52 27 88
1Y
. Subscribe to Cable \
| Ves 26 57 17 121
. No 17 55 28 119
l Cable Not Available 15 51 34 62

Sun °rairie 13 58 24 74

£1

).
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Tablie X
Likelihood of Subscribing to Cable Television
if KIDS-4 Was Available Among Non-Subscribers
Percent Percent

Much or Somewhat Not Any Number of
More Likely More Likely Respondents

Cable Not Available - 37 63 46

Non-Cable Subscriber 22 78 120




Table XI

Support for Public Funding

r d .
\ Percentage Percentage Percentage Number of
Support Oppose No Opinion Respondents
ATl Respondents
67 28 4 297
sex
Male 61 36 o 2 124
Fema]gf 72 23 6 173 .
Number of Children
One 64 33 4 109
Two 69 27 5 131
Three or More 71 24 5 . 58
Education - )
Non-High School Graduate 78 22 0 15,
High School Graduate 71 25 4 99
_Some College 59 . 34 6 78
BA Degree ' ' 72 27 2 52
Graduate Work .66 ' 28 6 52
Income
Less than 520,000 - ‘ 71 25 5 - 82
$20,000 to 529,999 . 68 26 6 99
$30,000 or More ™ 64 ©32 4 87
Subscribe to Cable
~ Yes v 75 24 1 115
No 60 33 7 120
Cable .not Available 67 27 7 62
Sun Prairie | 66 27 8 79
N



- Table¥XII - C

Likgl ihood of Subscribing to KIDS~
' At 8T Per Month :
Percentage Percentage Percentage

Very Somewhat Not Very Number o%
Likely - Likely - Likely Respondents
A1l Respondents ) - »
) 34 3% 317 298
= sex R | |
) Male | ) I Y R
Female 3 32 33 177
Number of Children - | ) ) 5
One 73 o3k 109
Two 29 39 . Coo31 129
Three or More. 37 37 27 60 -
Education / S
Non-High School Graduate 44 21 35 16
High School Graduate 26 40 .3 99
Some College 33 37 30 . 8]
| BA Degree .~ a1 39 20 49 O
| Graduate Work 39° 30 3 52
Income : )
Less than $20,000 .36 35 29 83
$20,000 to $29,999 34 44 : 22 99
$30,000 or More 37 32 32 - 86
. ' 5
Subscribe to Cable : ‘ '
Yes 35 ‘44 | 22 117
i o C 29 32 40 119
cable Not Available 41 29 N\ 30 62
Sun Prairie 38 32 -3 72




Table XIV

Average Number of Hours Children Waich(Te]evision

( . , |
¥ Day .. Average # of Hours Number of Respondents
- - ‘ ! ) » v
-y § Saturday 5.6 S 1018
Sunday ' 3.5 ‘ - 1018
L " -~ - -
Weekdays | i : 3.7 , o018
. ‘
Amount of Time Parents Watch With Child
Amount of Time Percentage Number of Respondents w
Most of the Time 28 : 277
Some of the Tige ' " 58 4 548
Hardly at All 14 145 .

‘%\

cr
Oq




Who Decidesl

. Child
Brothen:yand Sisters.

"Parents

Show

Dukes of Hazzard

BJ & The Bear

<

1 ALSH.
2iff'rent Strokes

Love Boat

e

- . .- i -
- N . i
N ”

_ A1T Decide Together

‘Table XVI

Percentage

26

9

14
s

Table XVII

Number of Rg;pondents'

th Decides What Program Child Will Watch

_ Children's Favorite Shows

Number of Respondents.

259

87
142

- 517

Percentage
43 430 .
17 - 168
14 142
14 136
12 125
. O‘
v 8y




, Table XVIII

Chi]dren‘s Least Favorite Shows

: ' b
. Shows - / Perceptage Number of Respondents
The Waltons ' | 24 ' 236
20/20 . : 19 i 193
General Hospital ‘ 8 = 175
A1l My Children 17 168
“ne Tonignt Show 16 160 (7
- ¢ . ) i
F)
&=
k!

(4




o

Prom Night

Grade 3
Grade 5
Grade 6

Grade 8

She's A Good Skate,
Charlie Brown

Grade 3
Grade 5
Grade ©

Grade 8

Table XIX

Percentage of Children
Who Watched Prom Night and

She's A Good Skate,Charlie Brown

Percentage Watched

23
35
43
48

Percentage Watched

65
46
24
16

Number of Respondents

59
87
107
126

Number of Respondents

164
112
61
43

7~




Table XX
« - Shows Children Would Forbid Their Children From Watching
Show Percentage Number of Respondents ‘
f/ Saturday Night Live 14 145

Horror Shows 11 115

Hart to Hart 7 69

All My Children 7 66

HBC Movies 6 63

214 Not Record Any

Show They would Forbid 29 300 v
Table XXI

Sun Prairie Childrens' Awareness of KIDS-4

Awareness )l Percentage Number of Respondents

A11 Children | 74 153

Grade 3 . . 61 | 63

Grade 5 80 87

Grade 6 . 85 84

Grade i 80 82 | |




Watched One or
More Times

Have “atched

LY

Have liot ‘latched

fredan]

Regularity of Viewing

Aatch a Lot
Watch Sometimes

Watch Hardly at All

Numper oF Children

Table XXII

Percentage of Sun Prairie Children

Who Have Watched KIDS-4

Percentage

27
73

Table XXIII
Regularity of Viewing KIDS-4

Among Sun Prairie Children

AN
Children

4
25
71

114

4

¢

Number of Children

Percentage

Grade Grade
3 5
22 3
33 5
| 5
45 A2
5] 67

27
114
306
Grade, Gradé

6 ‘ 8

7 4

29 7

64 89

45




Table XXIV

Sun Prairie Childrens' Attitude Towards KIDS-4

Attitude ‘ ‘ Percentage
All Grade Grade Grade Grade
| Children 3 5 6 8
Like a Lot 19 26 10 23 7
Like a Little Bit 47 45 57 52 35
I Don't Like at All 29 43 26 58
l Number of Children 114 51, 70 71 43
] \ 2
. ¢
L -




Cluster No. Int. Name
INTERVIEW SCHEDULE - KIDS-4

Overall, how would you grade the quality of current television pro-

gramming available to you and your family. Would you grade it A, B,

C, 0, or F?

NS

NR

Overall, how would you grade the quality of current children's television

available to you and your family. Would you grade it A, B, C, D, or F?
A

B

NS

NR
Are you familiar with a type of children's television programming
called KlDS;h or haven't you heard about it?

Familiar

Unfamiliar

NS

NR

<13S-4 is an experimental children's television service that is avalable in
P

some areas around Dane County. With KIDS-4, children get to write, direct, pro-

7




interview Schedule, KIDS-4 _p.2

duce, and act in their own TV shows. Children receive training from a group

of adults, but the productions are done almost.entirely by the children with
minimal adult interference.

4. continued pre

Do you think your children or other children and youth in your communi ty
would benefit a great deal,somewhat,or not at all if such a service

were available in your area?

o
A great deal 8-1
—r Somewhat -2
) Not at all -3 ;
NS -8
— ]

NR -9
[¥ this service were available to you, would you be very interested, somewhat

interested, or not interested in programming |ike KIDS-47

" Very interested 9
Somewhat interested - -2 \ '
" Not interested - -3
NS - -8
NR ' 5
b. If a "KIDS-4'" type %f service were available only through a cable television =

service, would you be much more likely, somewhat more likely, or not any more

likely to subscribe to cable television if such a service were made available?

B BN - N T BN N I G I N EE - s e . -
\Jy

Much more likely 10-1
Somewhat more likely -2
\ Not any more likely -3 )
Already subscribe to cable ) =4
NS -3
NR .

|




Interview Schedule - KIDS -4, p3

"

Wwould you support or oppose the use of public funding for b{gifams 4

like KIDS-47
Would support
Would oppose
No opinion
NS
NR L
If a service such as KIDS-4 were available in your community at a test - —
of $1 per month, how likely is jit.that you or someone in your household
would buy it? IWOuId you be very likely,. somewhat likely, or not very
likely to subscribe to this additional service?
Very likely subscribe 12-1
Somewhat likely subscribe , -2
Not very likely subscribe
NS
NR
Now | would like to ask you a few questions about your viewing habits and those
of your family.

9. On the weekend, approximately how many hours a day is your television

set turned on?
13
14

On weekdays before 4 p.m., approximately how many hours a day is

your television on?




Interview Schedule KIDS-4, page &

1.

13.

15.

On weekdays after 4 p.m., approximately how many hours a day is:

your television on? -~
17
18
what are your three favorite television programs? (PROBE FUR®PRUGRAMS)
19
1) 21
' 22 N
2) 24
25
3) , ' ' 27 ,

How often do you Watchu(READ LIST FROM QUESTION 12)? Do you watch it

regularly, occasionally, or rarely?

<

Regularly Occasionally Rarély NS/NR

Frogram #1 28-1 -2 -3 -9
Program 52 29-1 -24 -3 -9
Program #3 30-1 r -2 -3 -9

How often do your children watch (READ LIST FROM QUESTION 12)? Do they watch

it regularly, occasionaly, rarely, or never?

Regularly Occasionally Rarely Never  NS/NR

Program 71 * 31-1 -2 - -3 -4 -9
Program #2 32-1 -2 -3 -4 -9
Program =3 33-1 -2 -3 -4 -9

If you were to rank all of the programs currently seen on TV in terms of their

overall quality, which program would you give the highest ranking?
o 34
36

Again, if you were to rank all of the programs currently seen on TV in terms of

their overall quality, which program would you give the iowesi ranking?
37
39




2 ;

Interview Schedule, KIDS-4 page 5

\

¢

1/, In your opinion, what three television programs do your children most

enjoy watching? (ACCEPT UP TO THREE RESPONSES.)

Lo
42

A

e

L3
45

ko
48

18. What programs, if any, do you forbid your children from viewing?

(ACCEPT UP TO THREE RESPONSES)

1)

49
51

z)

52
54 -

3)

55
57

Now, before we finish, | need some information for statistical purposes only.

9. How many children under the age of eighteen live in this household?

{RECORD BELOW)

¥
[ ___58;1
2 =2
-3
L -4
5 -5
6 -6
7 -7
i .
5 or more __ -b
Né -9 NR
20. what are their ages? (RECORD ABOVE)
21. what is your current marital status?
Married
Single
Jivorced
Separated

Surviving Spouse

NR

- Age

oo 59-60
61-%62
63-o4
65-66
67-68
____69-70
-2

75-74
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22.

.25,

interview Schedule, KIDS-4, page ¢

What is the last grade or year in school you completed?

Less than high sc¢hool (0-11)
High School Graduate (i2)
Voé/Tech L2+ g

Some College (12+)

BA (i6)

Graduate work (17+) ‘.
NS

NR

Jo=1

Do you currently subscribe to cable television:

Yes
Not available
No
NS

NR

Low TV Viewer

Cost

Local TV is okay

Afraid will watch too much
No time for TV

Cther

NS

s ¥

NR

(SKIP TC Q. 25)

(SKIP TO Q. 25)




Interview Schedule, KIDS-4, page 7

D

25. For statistical purposes only, we need to know your approximate family

° .
which one best described your family income before taxes for 19807

Less than $10,000 | . : Y 4 h
At least SI0,00C but .less than $20,000 - -2
At Teast $20,000 but less than $30,000 -3
At l;asthBOLOOO but less than $40,000 P L
More than $40,000 ° -5
NS/NR | -9

26. Note sex of respondent
Male ' ' . 80-1

Female o -2 . -

{

Thank you very much for taking the time to talk to me. Your responses have

ceen very helpful.

Time finished N

income. | am going to read a list of income categories. Please tell me

{
i




* Midwest Survey Research Inst1tute, Inc.

School Questionnaire : | Grade . 1-
School ' 2-
)‘x“‘; . ? )
] H -
. How old are you? .. ) -?
2. fAre you a boy or a girl? 5
3. If you watch te]ev1s1on on Saturdays, about how many hours do you usua]]y
watch? L
S
4, [f you watch televjision on Sundays, ‘about how many hours do you usually ~
wa t o h ? L=
5. If you watch television on school nights, about how many hours do you

usually watch?

¢

/
6. = When you watch television does one of your parents watch with you most
qﬁkEhe time, some of the time,or hardly at all?

- Most of the time ‘ 12-1
Some of the time . -2 N
Hardly at ail : -3

Aho usua]]y,éécides what television prodyams you will watch? Do yoU“
decide, do your brothers and sisters dec1de, do ' your parents decide, or
do you all decide together?

-
/.

I decide o 13-1 .

Brothers and sisters decide . ' -2
\ ' ' . ’
Parents decide ; " . -3
We all decide together -4
[ ]
&2




Migwest Survey Research Institute, Inc.
Scheol Questionnaire
Page Two

1.

12.

13.

4.

" -"Are there ény programs on television now that you would not let your

children watch if you were a mom or dad? Wnhich shows are they?

J 14
i ] 16
17
19
¢ ’ »
i }/// 20
22
Number oné favorite show
‘ 23
- 2
Number two favorite show Q.
, - 26
2
Number three favorite show
“ 29
31
Number one most disliked show
) \ 32
- . 34
,§umper two most disliked Show
- 35
o 37
Number three most disliked Show
/) 38
- 40
a’ ) .
. 8:3




Midwest Survey Reserach Institute, Inc.
I Schood Questionnaire ‘ : ,
Page Three ) o -

l 15. 0id you watch a movie called Prom Night on television last week?

31 VYes : , No

-~ ¢

16. 0id you watch the television program called She' sajGood Skate, Char]le
Brown last week? i o .
' - . ! ‘
42 Yes . No e
\\ t € ) { .
a7, Take a minutefto think -about the people you see on television, and write
the name of the person you most admire.
4, . '
P 43
45

e

""l ek <ﬁ
.« 18. Nhat does this person do or say that makes you admire him or her? 46-49

a

-

-
. .
-«

19. Oo you get cable te]evigion at your home? ,
o .
- 50 Yes No .
9
20 r heard about a kind of children's programming a&1led KIDS-47?

”

Sometimes ~ Hardly ever

[ - ! v

22. Do you like KIDS-4 a Tot, a littie bit, or not at all?

e L0838 Aot A little bit * Not at all :
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Appendix B

Dane County Sample Of
«
School '
Sacred Hearts Grade School
Saint Michael's ) .
Edgewood Campus School
destern Koshgonong Lutheran
Oregon Middle and E1eﬁéﬁtary
o/ Schools
Sun Préirie Junior Hidg
wéstside Elementary
Kegon;a Elenentary
Yahara Elementary
v 4
A

A

Schools Included Ig The
ildren

¢

City
Sun Prairie
Dane
Madison

Cottage Grove

Oregon
Sun Prairie
Sun Prairie

S