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This bibliography has beeh compiled as part of a continuing series designed
to make information on relevant dissertations available to users of the ERIC
'system. Monthly issues of Dissertation Abstracts International are reviewed in

order to compile abstracts of dissertations on related topics, which thus become
accessible in searches of the ERIC data base. Ordering information for the 4is-
sertations themselves is included at the end of the bibliography.
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MONTEIRO LOBATO AND THE RENEWAL OF CHILDREN'S

LITERATURE IN BRAZIll Orier No. DA8216894,

BARROS, MARIA Chace DO VAL, PH D Tulane University, 1982. 142pp.

Co.Chairmen. Almir C Bruneti, Nancy J Nystrom

In spite of the tremendous popularity enjoyed by Monteiro

Lobato's books for children, and despite the spread of his popularity

beyond Brazil, studies of his wOrks have generally been scarce Those

that do exist have failed to present to the public an objectivs .

evaluation of Montego Lobato's writings for children Perhaps the

most important reason for the paucity of criticism is that children's

literature has never been regarded as literature worthy of serious

attention. This attitude has resulted in several misconceptions about

Montego Lobato's wort. The purpose of this study is to clarify

Montego Lobato's blurred profile in order to arrive at a more

comprehensive perspective on his books for children, one which will

achieve an unbiased evaluation of his overall contribution to the

revitalization of children's literature in Brazil, Through this

investigation of specific published material in the field, a set of criteria

for evaluating children's books was
estabIishecTand applied to

Montego Lobato's books for children in order to determine the

outstanding qua4es in his books, as compared to similar books in

Brazil, Finally, the findings were synthesized and analyzed resulting in

the thesis that Montego
Lobato's works were a direct response to a

need to lead the development and writing of children's literature in

Brazil down new, diver and relevant paths.

SPEAKING OF NOTHilIG A STUDY OF NEGATIVES IN THE

CONTEXTS OF LITERATURE Orber No DA822S163

BARYieri, CPCV, PHIS Washingti University, 1982
194pp Chairman Cartetevard

This st,'-'y argues that verbal negatives, because of their linguistic
c:.,gnJtive complexity, emotive force, and orientation

toward the reade-", interact v.16 other elements of the text to add a

poteill at di-ension to the experience of readin literature

Verba4, ne;atives cancel other elements of the text, creating i
variety of bacl,ward checks to the forward movement of the reading

process The ca^celing power built intricately into the grarrm,r of
English, ges negab.e te,rns and sentences potential lop a range of

rhetorical effects In differing forms, negatives servf to increase

intellectv, ;.'ensity heighten emotional fo'ce point and Suggest

eontrasts Cance and implant expectations They also, by

circumlocut .:sn and evasion, introduce small pu:zles and mysteries

into the'reading experience and involve the reader in semantic games

or verbal conundrums
Withri tne text. negative statements (and to some extent negative

terms) carry se veral levels of meaning s,multaneously In themselves
ambiguov.s and indete-minate. they prumpt the realler to search for

clarificati;i1 in Die surrvAJnding text Becaus: they raise alternato.ie
possibilities they enl,,,ge thic contextwithin it.hich affirmative
statements are undrstuod and thus bring in a level of evaluation As
evaluations denying jud3ement., expectations, or beliefs negatives

raise quest,ons about the source of evaluation The reader must

locate within the relations of the text author, reader, characters the

origin both orthe belief denied and of the denial Beca, Ise of their
associat,u-s al individual psychology, human $oc la' behavior, and

language itsitp, evaluation, under negation always to some extent
addres., and ir.plicate the reader, in the forms of rejections and
prohibitions insistently so But on the surface of the text they provide

sutpe mea'isfoi indicating a Character's psychological conflict for

intruding the authoiial voice or for establishing dual awareness

The strilkin,g aNteiplay of the possibilities broi(ght into the te>ls,

byfieg 7it,cn however is between the linguistic level of ,verbally

evoked v sja' images and the cognitive levels of cancellation and

ev aluation Because readers respond morf Quickly to imagistic than

to cognit .e la-iguage negated images engage the reader's

imagina in construarig elaborate visualizations of matters

paradox ca,ly clamed to be absent, unseen, Imperceptible, or untrue

k

HUMOROUS CHIL.DREN'S LITERATURE AND DIVERGENT

THINKING _Order No. DA8216877

BENNETT, PRISCILLA B , PH D University of South Florida, 1982

120pp Major Professors A Edward Uprichard, Frances S Goforth

The main purpose of Op study was to discover if students who

listened to humorobis passages of children's literature scored higher

on divergent thinking as measured on Torrance Tests of Creative

Thinking (TTCT) than students who listened to non humorous
passagesq-he independent variables were (a) humorous and non-

humorouVTassages, (b) low divergent and high divergent passages,

and (c) routine, dramatic, and taped reading The dependent

variables were (a) results on the TTCT, and (b) results on an
opinionnaire which measured lilgng of the passage.

The subjects were 144 fifth grade students in gtroups of 12, each

group from a different school These 12 groups formed a 2 x 2 x 3

factorial design Each group received one treatment combination and

was evaluated by both evaluation instruments The mean scores on

the tests fjorn each group were analyzed with a set of planned

orthogonal comparisons.
The results did not show that listening to humorous literature

resulted in significantly higher divergent responses than did listening

to non-humorous Rather, it was shown that listenjog to low divergent

passages resulted in significantly higher (p( 05) TTCT scores than
listening to high divergent passages It was theorized that The high

divergent passages inhibited listener divergency by being such good

examples that listener divergency was not required Listening to non-

humorous passages in the tak4-presentation was the exception to

this finding
The comparison between routine and dramatic reading resulted in

significantly higher (p < .06) TTCT scores for the dramatic reading.

This finding emphasiz& the importance of aduit enthusiasm in oral

reading whp the production of divergent responses is;desired.

It Ives hypothesized thal the subject matter of the passages was an

additional factoronteracting with the method- of preientation. When

the subject matter of the passage might have provoked adult
disapproval, significantly higher (p < .05) divergent responses resulted

from the taped presentations where there was na adult present.

Similarly, when the subject of the passage might havesAgendered

peer disapproval, significantly higher (p < 05) divergt-nt rftponses

resulted from the taped presentation where there were no peers

present.

DEVECOPMENT OF CHILDREN'S ABILITY TO APPREHEND

AND DISTRIBUTE ATTENTION TO IMPORTANT ELEMENTS IN

PROSE -Order No. DA8208291

Buss, RAY RICHARD, PH.D The University ol*Isconsin Madison,
1981 170pp Supervisor. Professor Steven R Yussen

The development of children's ability to apprehend and distribute,

attention to important elements in prose was investigated in two

experiments Previous research provided indirect evidence that
increases in metacognitive abilities (e g., selective attention
processes) among older subjects were related to increased
performance on recall, etc In the present experiments, a more

sophistioated method was used to examine thisclaim Two hundred-

forty 3rd-, 5th-, and 7th-graders, and college students participated in

the two experiments Subjects were randomly assigned to one of two
perspectives-burglar or control They read a test passage consisting

of 58 idea units which were of two types (le , burglar-relevant and
burglar-irrelevant) An Apple computer presented each of the idea

units for the test)passage (and for a covariate reading rate passage)
one-at.a-time and measured the reading time for each unit In
ExperimaN2, the computer also presented a set of inserted probes to

measure "intensity of attention" during reading After subjects read
the test passage, they were tested, on recall, probed recall, and idea

unit importance rating measures Results from Experiments 1 and 2

formed a coMplex, but consistent pattern Grade effects were found

for recall and probed recall Perspective effects were observed for

recall and importance rating measures However, in the present
developmental context, significant interactions of idea unit type with

the grade and perspective variables were more critical Differential
performance on burglar-relevant idea units for recall, probed recall,
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and importance rating measures indicated thal older subjects as well
as experiment& subjects made better use of the Perspective ,

instructrons to facilitate their performance These +results were
interpreted in terms of increases in older subject's rnetacognitive
abilities Specifically, otder and experimental subjects were better
able to use perspective instructions to construct a schema which
served as an organizing framework for the text Thus, the schria may,
have facihtated encoding and otneval processes Therefore,
differential performance for recall, probed recall, and importance
ratIng measures can be accounted for by (1) an increasing sensitivity,.
to task demands and use of appropnate strategies (i e,, metacognitive
abilfty) by older subjects who (2) used an appi opr late schema
Finally, implications for teaching reading to school aged children
were discussed

DEATH AND THE CHILD. AN HISTORICAL ANALYSIS OF
SELECTED PURITAN WORKS OF CHILDREN'S LITERATURE
WtTH IMPLICATIONS FOR MODERN EDUCATION

Order No. DA822-1473
CmitiwELL PATRICIA BROwN, PH D The Catholic Univeisity ot
America, 1982 431pp

This study analyzes the concept of death prrsented to Puritan
children and draws fr'om these findings implications for modern
education The author initrally establishes special neAls of children
regarding death as determined by modern psycholdgical findings
Specific con,erns of children are the need to learn about *deatlijn a
manner developmentally appropriate, tfle need to relieve fears of
separation and loss, and the need to understand that there are also
transcendent meanings attached to death These various terms serve
as standards to provide a checklist for evaluation

The author explores the Puritan view of death expressed through
literature and public and private documents The'seventeenth century
Puritans were a religtous people who strictly observed their faith and
stressed thg need for childhood conversion and.early preparations for
death Moarn approaches to death, however, emphasize a more
materialistic view and displey reactions of avoidance and denial

With regard to the Puritan Irterature available to children or written
especially for them, the author determined which books were
representative and popular, as acknowledged by experts in history
and children's literature These books emphasized death because
ideas of sin and salvation were matters of intense concern They also
stressed spiritual values to conquer and overcome death

Modern children's literature, much more diverse and pluralistic,
reflects the adult world and emphasizes coping with the emotions of
fear and grief, and with personal adjustment after a death has
occurred Few books de& with personal death and terminal illness
Modern fiction and non-fiction books speak to a child's emotional and
intellectual understanding, and rarely seek to further spiritual
understanding

Among the conclusions are the finding that Puritan books, while
not alleviating fear and grief, did give children the means to triumph
Over these fears Modern books tend to give more information and
less inspiration Implications for modern education go to the heart of .
the child s questions about deathquestions difficult to answer with
science and technology alone Death education is necessary for \
today's world and should present death ups manner to help children
enhance the quality of life '

THE MAKING OF A READER: A CASE, STUDY
PRESCHOOL LITERARY SOCIALIZATION

Order No. DA8217096
COCHRAN-SMITH, MARILYN, PH D. University of Pennsylvania, 1982.
521pp. Supervisor Dr. bambi B. Schieffelin

Becoming a reader requires ihifting from the language.strategies
used to interpret face-tO-f ace oral interactions to the language
strategies used to interpret decOntextualized essayist literacy. We
know little, hgwever, about the wayS children in literate communilies
make this shift. This study.concerns the ways adults help children
acquire and develop the literary and social knowledge needed to

appropriately inter piet and use texts and other printed materials It

focuses on the experiences of one group of preschoolers wqo are

involved In the process of making the transition from oral to written

language.
The study was based on participant observatipn, interviewing and

audio-recording of storyreadings over a period of 184nonths at a

private, middle-class nursery school in a school oriented Philadelphia

community. The primary data base was, a corpus of 100 annotated

storyreading transcriptions. Storyieadings and literacy elients in the

nursery school were analyzed according to their structures of
interactional and interpretive norms.

AlthoughblormaI reading instruction was discouraged, print based

activihes were pervasive in nursery school life The children were
exposed daily to the uses of literacy and very early developed

considerable competence in using reading and writing for a number

of purpgses.
Nursery school storyreading waS locatedwithin adult-child social

interaction and was characterized by the cooperative negotiation of

textual meanings Three types of adult-child verbal interactions

around storyreading were identified. (I) "readiness" interactions
that established or maintained a physical and psychological
bookreading frame, (II) "life-to-text" interactions thathelped story-

listeners use their knowledge in order to makesense of texts, and

(fil) "text-to-life" interactions that helped story-listeners use textual

*knowledge to make sense of their lives.

THE COMIC UNIVERSE. HUMOR IN THE SCIENCE FICTION
SHORT STORY, 1940 1960 Order No. DA8221729
ComPION, DONNA DAY, PH D. Texas Christian Univprsity, 1982 252pp.
Adviser. Professor Fred Ensman

One analysis of humor that provides a useful framework for the
consideration of humor in the science fiction short story is Max
Eastman's Enjoyment of Laughter, in which he divides humor into two
broad categories, the ludicrous and the witty This study exAines
these two types of humor in stories on three central themes of science
fiction society, gadgetry, and the alien.

Most stones on future societies are dystopian and rarely funny,
though some, especially those dealing with education, business, anak
the mihtary, can be The humor in these is usually satiric, sounding a'
warning, and so approaches the black humor of modern mainstream
fiction more closely than that found in other areas of science fiction.

Stories of gadgetry fall into three categories stories of time and
dimension, which usually employ a machine to manipulate time or
space, the gadget story proper, and the robot story The time or
dimension story usually is grounded in incongruity arising from the
dislocation of time or spade Thecadget story generally has the most
superficial, naive hurdor in scienckfiction, the writer invents a
humorous gadget o0 one with hurndrous consequences just for the
fun of it The robot story, especially:those in which the robot takes on
human qualitieg, hagAhe richest potsibilities of the three for humor,
deriving from the incOngruities,pf S machine becoming a person and
acting in human v.ays TherdMmon element in all these varieties of
gadgetry is that, in some way, a machine gets out of control.

The most sophisticated humor is f ound in stories about aliens, the
humor arising from the interaction of human and alien cultures and
personalities. For humor the aliens must have enough human
qualities to be funny m the same way humans are, but directing the
laughter at aliens avoids the stigma of cruelty such laughter would
have if directed toward humans.

There is relatively little humor in science fiction, largely because
writers and critics seldom view kience fiction...as primarily an
entertainment genre. This attitude has prevented science fiction from
realizing its full potential for humor.



THE_ INFLUENCE OF THE INTERACTION EFFECT OF

SUBJECT MATTER AND FORM OF SELECTED POEMS ON

THE POETRY PREFERENCES OF ELEVENTH GRADE

STUDENTS Order No. DA8213834

COPELANO, JEFFREY SCOTT, Pe D. University of Missouri Columbia,

1981 128pp Supervisor Dr Ben Nelms

This investigation examined the influence of the interaction effect

of subject matter and form of selected poems on the Poetry
pieferences of eleventh grade students A group of 183 eleventh

grade students from five central Missouri high schools read, listened

to, and rated twenty-four poems over a three day period
Two suiLtct categories of poems were used in this study Nature

and Social 05mmentary Four forms of poems within these categories

were used narrative/rhymed, narrative/free veise, non-

narra tive/rhymed, and non.narrative/free verse.. The students
responded to each poem by marking asNster of semantic differentiat
scales and writing what they liked or did not like about each poem

Because the poems used in Owstpdy were selected on the basiS

of meeting characteristics ofospecific forms and subjects, the
conclusions may be generalized to other groyps of eleventh grade

students but not to other types a poems. Within these Itrnitations, the
following conclusions were drawn (1) The poems of Social
Commentary were given a positivarating and were preferred by the

eleventh grade students The Nature poems ilsed in this study were

given a neutral rating (2) Tbe forms non.narrative/rhymed and
narrative/rhymed were given the highest ratings by the eleventh

grade students Only one form, non narrative/tree verse, was given a

negative rating. (3) A significant interaction did occur between
subject matter and form, and proference was influenced by a

combination of these factors The examination of the inteçaction also

indicated that interest in subject outweighed interest in form, but form

was also a significant influence on the preferences of the students

(4) The eleventh grade students enjoyed reading and responding to

ttre poems used in the study.

SCIENCE, POETRY, FREE PLAY Order No. DA8216310

DAVIS, WILLIAM LAMAR, Ill, N.D. Rice University, 1982 282pp.

The felt antithesis between science and poetry has a long histOry.

61rnost every major theorist of literature, from Sidney through Arnold

tb Cleanth Brooks, has defined literature in contradistinction to

science. This relection of "scientism" and the simultaneous

veneration of the symbolic imagination available in literature reached ,

its zenith in the New Criticism, but it has diminished only slightly in' ,

those more contemporary "post.structuralist" theories which view

themselves in opposition to New Critical arguments. Intact, the

rpjeetion of the scientific model has become the cornerstone in most

iefiiiltioIof titerature
There la; a good many ironies in this situation. The opposition of

referential and non-referential
language has resulted in a certain

impotence inlhose theorists who wish tO argue against the

heightened aki-humanism of post.structuralist theory. Another irony

iskthat whig'ecting the calculative enterprise of science, the

vilotraliatl Ise allowed the
hated objectivism of classical science to

sneak in the back door.
The final and most important irony Is that at

the very time when the New Critical theorists were reinvigorating the

romarfticist rejection of science, science itself was undergoing a

radical change in theoretic
orientation. Modem science, in fact, has

encouraged a movement away from objectification, pure'referential

meaning, and empiricallyverifiable truth.

The purpose of this dissertation is to investigate these ironies by

exploring some of the ramifications which-physics and mathematics.

,the most "exact" of the sciences, may have for literary theory The

primary gozq is to correct the misunderstanding which literary

'theorists have had about the implications of modern science, a

secondary gozfl is to suggest that some of those implications may

prove useful to an understanding of symbolic systems and the poet-

text-reader relatioriship The dissertation provides a survey of critical

theories, with greater emphasis given to more recent arguments.

These-are compared with the implications of relativity theory,

quantum mechanics, the mathematical insights of Kurt Gbdel, and the

theses of the so.called "new philosophers" of science.

A STUDY TO DETERMINE THE CREDIBILITY OF FOSTER
HOME SITUATIONS PORTRAYED IN CONTEMPORARY
REALISTIC FICTION FDA PURPOSES OF READING

GUIDANCE Order No. DA8224423
'ELL IsoN, CAR YN ELIZABETH, PH D Michigan.State University, 1982.
253pp.

The pu se of thie.descriptive study was to determine the
credibility ster home situations as depicted in realistic fiction
written for adolescents, for use in reading guidance situations The
realistic fiction used for this study were twenty three novels which
depicted children who were living with a foster family.

To accomplish this, ten volunteer adults who lived in foster homes'
during childhood read thiee of t sample novels and responded to a
questionnaire Three social worke s who placed and supervistd
foster children also read the thr novels and responded to the
questionnaire

An interview was conducted with five of the adults 4ho
experienced foster care and the three social workers to obtain
information regarding their opinions of the three novels Each of the
ten adults who experienced foster care completed a,pei scinal history
questionnaire to obtain additional information regarding their
experiences

The data gathered from the two questionnaires and the interviews
were used to help detei mine the credibility of the sample novels which
depicted foster home situations A content analysis of the twenty.
three adolescent fiction novels was conducted

The conclusions of this study wei e that there were aspects of real
lite which were portrayed by the authors of the three sample novels,
according th the responses made to the books by adults who had
experienced foster care arid the soL.Ial woi keis However, authors of
adolescent Nei ature need to become mole intol med about the lite
experiences of the foster child in order to porti ay foster home 4

situatiens as ci edible as possible Only a small percentage of the
tw.enty thiee sample novels exhibited "exceliqnt" overall literary
quality, though many of the novels were consfdered "good".

Secau`se thiS is a sensitive area for many-children involved in
foster care placement, an implication of this study was that caution
should be used when introducing novels of this genre to children, A
particularly young adolescents who may be experiencing difficult
situatrons within their home lite.

DIFFERENCES IN LITERARY RESPONSE TO A FAIRY TALE

AND AN INSTRUCTIONAL STORY BY FOURTH-GRADE

READERS 'Order No. DA8219689

GROSS, JACOIJELYN Lee WAGONER, Eo D University of California, Los
Angeles, 1982. 111pp Chair Professor John D McNeil

The primary purpose of this study was to investigate the
differences in fourth grade childi en's iesponses following the reading
of two genres of story a folk fairy tale and an instructional story:It
was hypothesized that the fairy tale would have a measurably different
effect upon the numbers.of elements of response used It y children,
the accuracy and cogency of their statements about theNtories, and
the level of their social cognitive functioning It was further
hypothesized that fairy tale experience would result in greater
diversity in use of elements, gi eater accui acy and cogency, and

,higher levels of social cognition for each of the stories.
To test these hypotheses, 40 fourth glade children were randomly

selected The subjects read each story and were interviewed Their
statements were classified and group profiles of response were
developed for each story Data weie statistically tested using the
Wilcoxon Matched Pairs Signed Ranks Test and t-tests for
independent and non-independent samples.

The data revealed no significant differences between story
response in diversity of elements used Nor was a significant
difference found in accuracy of perception scores A significant
difference was found, however, in cegency of response in favor et.lhe
fairy tale A significant difference was also found at thesubjectNe
level of cognitive functioning in favor of the fairy tale

When more expel ienced and less experienced subgroupS were
analyzed separately, it was found that more experienced subjects
used significantly more elements In response to the fairy tale than tp'
the instructional story It was also found that experienced subjeds
responded to the instructional story with significantly greater



percentages of Accuracy of perception. They also scored significantly
higher at the perceptual level of social cognition when responding to
the instructional story (Author's abstract exceeds stipulated
maximum length Discontinued here with permission of school ) UMI

THE EFFECTS OF READING LITERATURE AND TEACHING

CONCEPT DEVELOPMENT ON NINTH GRADERS' ATTITUDES

TOWARD THE MENTALLY HANDICAPPED
Order N. DA8220933

HEITZMAN, JUDy PAGE, ED D Boston University School of Edocatoon,

1982. 275pp Major Professor Dr Thomas G Devine

The study's purpose was to test the effect of reading fiction and

teaching concept de.elopmenl or) selected ninth graders' attitudes

toward the mentally handicapped
Fifty.three freshmen from a small suburban town south of Bostbn

participated in the &even week study and read fiction depicting
mentally retarded characters in a positive manner The literary works

were of mixed genre three selections were novels and three were
short stories All were chosen on the basis of the Fry i eadability

formula, content, education professionals recommendStions, and

availabibty of the books in paperback A plan bf study was develoi3ed

in which students were introduceccto concept development, a way tq

familiarize the pupil with the strategies of synthesis It was .

hypothesized that the liarisactiviial pi ucess of it ading literature,
when supplemented w.th expeiitrice r dt n,-epts vuld
engage both mind and sensibilities, coy Atkin and affect and result in

a modification of attitude towel d the mentally handicapped

A sample of fifty-three students, 36 in the experimental group and
17 in the control group, enrolled in four ccillege preparatory ninth

grade classes consented to partm.ip;te in the study. One Level 1 and
one Level 2 class, ti ak.ked on the basis of SRA Tests of EducatIone
Ability and Fteadng Cooptehension, wei e raiidumly designa;ed as
the treatment gi uup, two simiial clases weie debated as the
contol group Students completed the Attitude Toward Disab'ed
Persons form 0 - Mentaiky Feoloed attitude scale, the dependent
measure, as pretest and posttist

The analysis of co.ariarice test shuwed leading fiction and
teysching conceptclevetupmeist effected no statistically significant
Change in ninth gradeis attitudes tuw al d the mentally handicapped
In addition, no significant relationship wasfound between attitude
and age, educational ability, sex, or previous contact with mentally
handicapped A relationship significant at the .05 level was found
between reading comprehension and attitude for the experimental

group and for girls.
An informal analysis presented a more subjective view of the

subjects' attitudes toward the mentally handicapped.

PATTERNS OF RESPONSE TO LITERATURE. A ONE.YEAR
STUDY OF A FIFTH AND SIXTH GRADE CL-.ASSROOM

k Order No. DA8222100
HERLER, EuSAN INONio, PH D The Ohio State Univer,sity, 1982 346pp
Adviser Charlotte S Huck

Using ethnographic methods, this study explored pdherns in
matte grade children s responses to literature Major purposes were
to identify response be,haviors, compare reader responses and
.changes in responses. and to discover patterns related to classroom
contexts

The Investigator observed arid interviewed 25 children in a self
contained classroom featuring a literature based reading program.
Children s written and artistic productions, informaland foi mai
discussions. and behaviors witnliter elute were recorded ,

Findings indicate that chlidren responded to hterature in many
social ways Children chose wheie to read, with whom to read, what
to read, how and what to recommend, and what to value according to
complex peel and ciassroom reiatiortships. The teak.her made yartous
uses ot this social context for reading so that all child! en felt positively
about reading and exhibited growth during the year.

t
Typical responses to the content of literature were observed such

as children'S'combinrng subjective and objec.tive criteria when
evaluating books Children's statements revealed an awareness of
differences among books in plot and character development, theme,
author style and tone In addition, children categorized literature and
literary features in unique ways *.)

Changen reader,behavuors during the year included children
readin with more and with greater attachment, participating more

sistently in discussioriand reflecting more readily on books which
they chose to read above thuse which the teacher read to them. In
addition, the teacher categorized readers (e g as catalysts, pliable
readers, the Gang of Fournd noted patterns in these readers

The teacher influenced response bSi valuing reading, pr9viding
books encouraging discussion and extension, and reading aloud
The teachei also encourage.4 enjoyment While developing childrens
thinking through questions and assignment -

The kinds of childrerys responses and the evolution of response in
this study suggest that middle grade children can build complex .4
literary undet standings and a positive attibride toward reading in.the
social context of this literature-based classroom reading program

PROBLEM SOLVING USING CHILDREN'S LITERATURE: A
CUliRICULUM PLAN FOR THE PRIMARY GRADES

Order No. DA8216606
1AGG0NI, ROSEMARY R., PH.D. The ynlve rslty of Akron, 1982. 208pp.

Because students complekg the educational process must
effectively live in a complex society where decisions must be made, It
becomes evident that a major.. task of the schools must be to enlighten
pupils m a decision making process. The process must be generic,
thus enabling students of any age to learn a decision making
procedure applicable to any situation.

A generic curriculum model lesigned to teach a de4sion
t process was developed withinfhis study. The decisson makin teps

were accompanied by a questioning strategy meant to aid in t
implementahon of each stlp. Children's literature presentiV r alistic
problem situations m the areas of emotional development, Mtn{
relationships, male female roles, and exceptionality was used as the
vehicle for the curriculum model. Qne children's picture book
showing each of the problem categories was selected. An individual
lesson plan was developed for each book showing the decision
making steps as applied through the questioning stragegy:

MALE AND FEMALE SEX ROLES IN LITER4URE FOR
ADOLESCENTS, 18_40.1972: A HISTORICAL suRvEy

Order No. DA8218862
KAUFMAN, MELISSA MULLIS, PH CrDuke University.1982. 437
Supervisor. William H Cartwright

,

The pui pose of this study Is to add to an undei standing bot
adolescent literature and of sex role portrayals in the literature by
answering two broad questions: whether differences exist between
male and female portrayals andithe degree of these differences, and
whether changes have occurred in these portrayals over the 132.year
period examined. A comprehensive reading list was formed by using
several sources* Jacob Blanck's Peter Parley to Penrod, and
dissertations by Stephen Dunning, DorothYPetit, Alfred MuHer, and
Joseph Rabe. Five topics are examined: relationships between
parents and children, relationships between friends, initiation into
adulthood, male portrayals in girls' books compared to female
portrayals in boys' books, and ideal mare and female characteristics

The dissertation has five major conclusions in regard to
differences between portrayals and changes in portrayals. (1) Both
mothers and fathers are shown to be perfect M the earliest books, are
more fIckwed,in later books, and are most negativeb portrayed in .

modern books Sex role stereotypes do not undergo any significant
change (2).Girl friends are more expressive of feelings for each other
than ale boy tends. As book rn'/Ic s be..oe more modem n, friendships
become negas e, /.11h mule k.allousness and insensitivity shown id
girla' friendships, mOre compation in boys'. ( Many different
experiences are shown to be initiations into m hood, but initiation.
into womanhood is limited to involvemdht with a man, marriage, or
childbirth.44) Despite a core of positive portrayals of girls in boys'



f
books. the overwhelming, most constant attitude toward girls is soonf

and contempt Males have remained much more important in girls'
books than girls are In boys' books (5) Throughout the period, ideal
males remain adventurous, physically able, resourceful, and ashamed

of tears Female ideals undergo many more changes than do male

ideals, with the earliest ideal being modest, religious, and meek,later

ideals becoming cheerful, bright, and assertive, and modern ideals

being unsure of and dissatisfied with themselves but later developing

feelings of self-worth, a

On the whole, stereotypeS appear to become more, not less,

entrenched as books become more modern,

RAOICAL ANO REVI§IONARY. AN EXAMINATION OF
FEMINIST LITERARY CRIT iCiSM, ITS THEORY, STYLE, ANO

POLITICS Orde r No. DA8 2 1 7 536

KNEPPER. M*pi Y STEELE, PH 0 The University ot Nebraska - Lincoln,

1982. 375pç Advfser Julia Penelopet,

For,centu ies women have jirotested male domination of Meru,/
criticism. Not until recently, however, did a full scale feminist liteiary
criticism evolve, a result of the women's movement, the establishment
of feminist presses 4nd women s studies, and the gaining, by women,

of power in orgeniz bons like the MLA. This new, praferating
feminist criticism, Ihich began in the 19b0 s, is a reaction to criticism
of the past. Femin* t critics are examining, for example, non .

canonical women's literature, including*works by lesbians, women of

color, and working-classromen, they are analyzing, too, how sexual

politics has adversely aft cted the lives of literary women.Unlike

critics of the past who pave often been misogynist, patronizing, or
silent about women, feminist critics are challenging sexist
interpretations, asking probing questions about women and literature,
and developing new critical theories with women as central, not
peripheral, to them. Feminist critics have, of course, drawn on
criticism of the past for concepts and methods, particularly romantic

criticism, historical/biographical criticism, sociological criticism, and
psychological criticism. Yet there are departures from the past,
differences that define feminist criticism Unlike other criticism,

feminist criticism focuses on women Furthermore, its ideas and its

style, reflect its philosophy that "the personal is political" and that the

study of literature cannot Ire separated from our lives and from our

culture that, throuyh the institutions &Patriarchy and capitalism,

denies women power, autonomy, and significance The fact that

feminist criticism is a personal and political criticism is both a problem

and a strength As feminist criticism moves into the 1980's, many

persons are threatened by its politics and feel criticism should not

blur the line between literary criticism and perSonal issues like

sexuality Yet because it speaks:at long last, about tile politics of
litirature and life and examines literature from women's perspectives,

feminist criticism is an intellectually invigorating criticism, challenging

critical concepts such as "tragedy" and developing a new personal

and political style of criticism consistent with feminist politics
Feminist criticism is, in short, a radical and revisionary criticism

Because of its emergence, literature will never be the same, for

women or men.

THE FORMAL OPERATIONAL OEMAND4,OF LINGUISTIC

CONNE IN PROSE TEXT Order No. 0A82 '13614

MILLER, 3 rS., PH D. Fordham University, 1982 332pp Mentor
Lillian Restaino-Baumann

The purpose of this study was to determine the relationship
between mastery of a linguistic connective, its specific. formal
operational analogue, and the complete formal operational structures
of adolescent thinking.

Specifically, the study analyzecj the relationship between the
comprehension of the linguistic structure, Oisjunctive Absence,
specific mastery of its cognitive analogue, the formal binary
operation, Incompatibility, and mastery of the total formal operational
Structure of the 16 binary operations.

Disjunctive Absence WaS presented in texts of varying levels of
familiarity co test the Piagetian that the formalreasoner
can ignore the content of a pair statements and treat their-
propositions as abstract.

The independent variables ih this study were. (1) Studentslevels
of formal operational thought as demonstrated by their performance
on Piagetian taiks measuring general functioning with 16 binary
combinations, (2) Student competence with the specific language
related formal operation, Inccimpatibilty.

The dependent variable was the students' levels of comprehension
of Disjunctive Absence as measured by the Linguistic Structure Test.

The subjects for the investigation were selected from 210 Seventh
grade students attending two junior (K-8) schools in Hudson County,
New JerSey. The final sample included 53 maid seventh graders and
52 female seventh graders, ranging in age from 12 1 to 14.0 years.

' The results indicated that when familiar terms were used in the
Linguistic Structure Test, scores for concrete operators whO
mastered Incompatibility were not significantly different from scores
for formal operators who mastered Incompatibility. However, the
scores on the Linguistic Structures Test, familiar referents, for
concrete operators who passed the incompatibility Test were also not
significantly different from scores for concrete opeiators wrio failed
the Incompatibility Test.

Scores on the Linguistic Structure Test, unfamiliar referents, were
significantly higher for formal operators who passed the
Incompatibility Test than scores for both concrete operational groups.

The findings provide support for the necessity of ad optimally
functioning complete formal operational structure for cOnsistent
mastery of the connective, Oisjunctive Absence, in all contexts.
Nevertheless, 'conCre te operators who demonstrated mastery of the
Incompatibility rule appeared to corlPstitute a transitional group
capable of partial comprehension of Disjunctive Absence in familiar
contexts.

CHANGES IN AOOLESCENT LITERATURE WITH
HOMOSEXUAL MOTIFS, TI-IEMES, ANO CHARACTERS

Orde r No. 0 2 1 3 9 09-

MITCHELL, JUDITH NAUGHTON, PH 0. The University of Coqfécticut,

1982. 121pp.

The first books which hinted at homosexuality met with lively and

even fearful debate conductedamong librarians, educators and,
ultimately, parents. Since their appearance, however, the subject of
homosexuality has received increased attention and some attitudes
toward it may havechanged. More recent books alter plots and
themes. For the scholar engaged in looking at this area of literature a
pivotal question seems to be. what attitudes toward what components

of fiction can be isolated end tested, to detect what, if any changes

have occurred?
This particular study load to the 1973 decision on the part of the

American Psychiatric Association to delete homosexuality as an

illness per se, and examines the literature prior to and after that
decision to see where changes have occurred with reference to nine

specific dependent variables.
The variables themselves are comprised of nine literary

components which can be both isolated and measured The
independent variable is the year of publication. The analysis of

variance has been used to test a hypothesis with multiple subsections

. in order to ascertain whether or not the date of the novel's publication
(with reference to the 1973 A.P.A. decision) has a connectisOn to the

attitudes towards homosexuality within the novel.
The results of the research indicate that very little concrete

change has occurred. The one clear-cut exception to this general

pattern has to do with the permanence of homosexuality as a

component of resolution, after 1973 more characters are homosexual

by definition, rattier than as a temporary phase. There may also be

some shift in the receptiveness of the social context, the degree of
positive self.conflict, andjhe degree to whichshomosexual behaviour

is rewarded or punished There was no significant change in the
importance of home background, the degree of plot manipulation the
influence of an older character, or the amount of graphic detail

I 0



AWFUL FUN: CHILDHOOD IN NINETEENTH CENTURY
CHILDREN'S LITERATURE 'Order No, DA8218365
&immure:RENEE MuiAu, PH.D University of California, Santa Cruz,
1981. 209pp. r

This thesis explores changing conceptions about childhood in *
19th century English culture as manifested in the rapid growth of '
child, en s liter atuie Begiiining with Ai s cuiiteritiun that se, icrus
adult adeution to .hdhoud has been a sfii..ant new foLus in the
modern indushial wui id, the tl,esis builds un Lu ve,..iy and Boas'
discussion of cudur al pi intivisrn Spe,..4fically, the thesis takes up
Boas identification uf the child as a mewl 13th Lei itury exemplar of
primitivism. Fait I discusses 18th ceiltur y al Lac kgi uund,
eapluring the pi imitivism of the Ncble Savage k..unxention vuydge
literature, and the association of tfirs stereotype with the "Natural
Child" uf the Romantic poets In thi§conttxt Puusseau's asse.....rnent
of chodhuud is discussed, alor ig -with ;ts zatn n Fr gfand
The art. rtsri f the Cal., ust EvanyLlcal rn,tment is then
expluied ,n eit , v a...sx ,..siTnt cl,ildhopd and the pnrnilve as ,

inherently sinful and dangerous.
. Part Ii exannes lepi,edenlati.e chill en's texts as an index of the

pervasive changt,s in the r ature,and status of childhood in the
tnghsh cultui at imagination of the 19th century Four areag of
concern 4ie ExploredlnihrSjories the moral status of childhood, the
degree uf autoi,my and fi e Edon/ given childhood, the nature ot the
subject rndttei child, en ai e exposed to (Ahat was considered
"suitable"), and the value of childhood in retation to adult life

Inthe early decadts of the 19th century, Evangelical authors
portrarid childhood as unc...mt, dangerously .6, info! and very
closeto ,i1g,nal sin, thus requiring constant adult supervision *
Chilaren's stories wei e heavily pi ctcripth,e, filled v,ith moral religious
admonit,on Th;s early didacticism vs as paralleled by the English
adherents of Rousseau ho modified his ideas to suit their own
conceptions . , (Author's abstract exceeds stipulated maximum
length Discontinued here with permission of school') UMI

0.

THE EFFECTS OF SYSTEMATICALLY CALLING ATTENTION
TO PRINT IN BOOKS ON YOUNG CHILDREN'S AWARENESS
OF PRINT AND CONCEPTS OF READING

Order No. DA8222279
TEvs5, GLENNA JANE, PH D. The University of Iowa, 1982, 356PP.
Supervisor Professor Louise S Beltramo

The purpose of this study was to investigate young children's
awareness of print and concepts of reading in light of three strategies
of reading books to them. Specifically, it attempted to answer three
questions What is the relationship between a young child's
awareness of print and the child's concept of reading? What are the
effects of systematically calling attention to print in books on a young
child's awareness of print and concept of reading? What differences
in awareness of print and concepts of reading occur between three.
year-old and kindergarten children?

The subjects were twenty four three year olds and twenty-four
kindergarteners who were unable to communicate or demonstrate the -

idea that it is printed words that people read. The treatment consiOed
of twelve reading sessions with each subject over a four.week period.
With the subjects of the Passive Experimental Group, the reader
pointed to the text of the book as it was read With the subjects of the
Active Experimental Group, the reader not only pointed to the text but
also involved the subjects in interaction with the text With the
subjects of the Conti ol Group, the reader neither pointed to the text
nor commented on it.

Following the treatment period, each subject was asked to:
(1) sort photographs into two groupsone of readable objects and
reading situations and one of non-readable objects and non.reading
situations, (2) name items on four cardsitems which included both
objects and words, (3) "read" a familiar book aloud, and (4) answer
seven! questirs about reading.

Both awareness of print and concepts of reading were more highly
developed in the kindergarteners than in the aireeyear.olds Within
age grotips, differences in mean scores on the four tasks favored the
three.year-old boys and the kindergarten girls Between treatment
groups, differences favored the subjects of the Active ExPerimental
Group. The findings of this study substantiate the evidence that
reiding experiences with adult interaction are crucial for children's
development of both accurate concepts of reading and the ability to
talk about reading.

RESPONSES OF COMMUNITY COLLEGE READERS TO A
SHORT STORY WHEN AUDIENCE EXPECTATIONS ARE NOT
KNOWN: NEUTRAL CORNERS FOR bBJECTIVE AND
PRAGMATIC CRITICISM Order No. DA$207731

WADENA MIS, JOYCE, PH.D. University of California. Riverside, 1981.
120pp. Chair: Professor Dan Donlan

Thrs study was undertaken to determine whether responses of four
groups of community college students to a Short sfory would
converge towards the text, regardless of the instructional approach,
whether students public responses would converge towards
instruction while their private responses converged towards the text,
when no audience expectations were provided. If there was a method
effect, was it due to text, teaching style or a combination of these? If
there was a method effect, did it interact with sex?

Eightylix subjects randomly selected from the population of
students enrolled in Enghsh classes, were randomly placed, in nearly
equal numbers of males and females, into three treatment groups and

. a oontrol group. Two of the treatment groups were taught the story be
the same teacher from two different critical approaches, the third
treatment group read the story without instruction, and the control
group did not read the story. An attitude questionnaire was
administered to all groups before the treatment.

After treatment over four consecutive days, a response preference
measure keyed to the Purves-Rippere categories was administered to
all groups, to test for effects of teaching or text on subjects' private.,
responses. Speaman's Rank-Order Correlation was used to determine
the degree of similarity, among groups and between sexes, in
response preference rankings. To test for effects of teaching or text
on public responses, short free-response essays aboot the story,
written by subjects in the treatment groups, were rated by trained
readers. Two sets of ratings were applied to each essay.
(1) clasofication by response category, and (2) holistic scoring on
performance quality. Chi square tests were computed for
Independence of essay response categories. Analysis of Variance
was used to assess whether treatment or sex significantly affected
essay performance.

The results indicated a posiffve relationship among the response
preference rankings, by subjects in the treatment groups. Essays in
the instructional treatment groups showed a trend towards effects of
teaching; essays in the treatment groups were mainly in the
interpretation and evaltiabon categories. No correlation was found
between sex and response preference or between sex and essay

x performance. /

GOALS FOR TEACHING LITERATURE "TO COLLEGE-BOUND
STUDENTS: AN INVESTIGATION OF PRIORITIES AS
PERCEIVED BY HIGH SCHOOL TEACHERS, COLLEGE
PROFESSORS, AND COLLEGE STUDENTS

Order No. DA8224578
WALKER, HARRIET bioviAS, PH D University of Idaho, 1982. 120pp.
Chairman Edward L. Kelly

The purpose of this study was to determine the ordering and
relative importance of selected goals for the teaching of literature to
college pi eparatory high school classes These goals were the ability
to evaluate reading material according to literary merit, an
appreciation of good liteiature as a valuable aesthetic experience, an
awareness of different traditions, a familiarity with the works
of great authors, an insight bylhe student into his or her own value
system, better and more creative student writing through the use of
models of good writing, a continuing interest and enjoyment in
reading, an understanding of the aspirations that are common to all
people, and the ability to read with undc standing through the
development of a better vocabulary and better reading
comprehension The study further sought to determine if the ordering

:of the goals was affected by the respondent's sex, age, or educational
background.

To answer the questions under study some 420 statistical
hypotheses were tested at the 05 level of significanee using a two-
tailed test of significance Tbe statistical hypotheses dealt with the
ranking of the goals for teach ig hterature to college preparatory high
school students, the rated importance of those goals, and the ranking
of categories of goals as perceived by groups or sub groups in the
study.



Three groups of responder-1 comprised the subjects selected for
this study. in tne first group were teachers of college prepar atory h,gh
scnool Engasn classeson the second were pi ofesser s of litei ature at
three state universities, and in the third were students eni oiled in
freshman Engiish classes at one of the universities...

Resuns indicated that within any group of respur 'dents theie were
no consistent significant differences There welt bignifit.ant
ddleienccs between the three gi own. University bludents drftered
signifit.antly troil, high schuor teat.hei s in their iankarg df s,. of the
nine sere,..ted guais aid une of the thiee Lategv, res, Uni.er sity
students ddiered srgnificantry hum urivtity ufesscri s in the
ranking ut INA ut the nitre goarS Unuvessty i.uttSl5 al id ttar.hers
of college-preiptatory students did not differ significantly,

THE PORTRAYAL OF BLACKS, MEXICAN AMERICANS, AND
INDIANS Ms SELECTED TEXAS-ADOPTED SECONDARY
AMERICAN LITERATURE TEXTBOOKS Order No. DA8219485
WALKER, MYRTLE LEE GARNER, Eo D East Tex asittate Unersity, 1982
149pp, Adoser 'Dr Dennis McCabe

Purpose ql the Study. The purpose of the study was to analyze and
compare the portrayal of Blacks, MexicanAmericans, and Indians in
selected Texas-adopted secondary American literature textbooks
used during a twenty year period to determine whether there was
Improvement in the representation of the three minority groups

Procedure The textbooks wereanalyzed using the Evaluation
Coefficient Analysis(ECO) procedures which included perusing the
preface, the selections and the information about each writer to find
positive, negative, and neutAl terms about each of the minority
groups. The rater recordede terms on a score sheet and the scores
were tabulated for each minority group for each textbook. The ECO
Analysis formula was used to compute the figures and obtain a score

_in the form of percentages.
Findings The data revealed that the Blacks were favorably

represented in ten of the eighteen textbooks and unfavorably
represented in three of the eighteen textbooks analyzed. The group
had an insufficient amount of material presented in two of the
textbooks and were drnitted from three of the eighteen textbooks
analyzed. The Mexican-Americans were favorably represented in four
of the eighteen textbooks and were unfavorably represented in two of
the eighteen textbooks analyzed. The group had an insufficient
amount of material presented in two of the textbooks, were neutrally
presented in one textbook and were omitted from nine of the eighteen
textbooks analyzed. The Indians were favorably represented in six of
the eighteen textbooki and were unfavorably represented in five of
the eighteen textbooks analyzed. The Indians were insufficiently
represented in four of the textbooks and were omitted from three of
the eighteen textbooks analyzed.

Conclusions. The Blacks were represented better than the
Mexican-Americans and Indians, but the data revealed that there still
was a lack of cultural sensitivity in American literature during the
investigated adoption periods which provided many children in Texas
with a negative or no impression of Blacks, Mexican-Americans, and
Indians The textbooks have provided children with measurable
unfavorable attitudinal perceptiOns of the three minority groups.

THE DIFFERENTIAL EFFECTS OF INTERSPERSED
QUESTIONS ON LEARNING FROM TEXT

Ordertslo. DA8214312
Worm, KAREH-DefsoN, PH.D. 'University of Georgia, 1982. 18914).
Directors: John E. Readence, George E. Mason

The purpose of this study was to investigate the differential effects
of forced and unforced attention to interspersed postquestions on the
comprehension and rtention of 103 seventh grade subjects. A 2 x 4 x
2 analysis of variance with repeated measures was employed. The
three factors were: (1) achievement leyel (good and poor readers),
(2) treatment condition and (3) retention (short term and,long term).

Four passages, excerpted from content area textbooks on the ,

Georgia State-Approved Textbook List, were modified according to
the four treatment conditions. The treatment conditions were:

(1) NO no questions in the text (the control condition), (2) ONR
questions no review, wherein the segment of text and the question
appeared on separate pages and subjects could not look back or
ahead, (3) OR questions review, wherein the segment and the
question appeared on the same page and subjects could look back in
the segment for the answer and (4) QRW,questions reviewlwite,
wherein the segment, the question and three lines appeared on the
same page and subjects could look back in the text arid write their
answers on the lines provided. Subjects took a multiple choicelest on

... each passage immediatety after reading and again two weeks later.
Subjects were randomly assigned to one of four treatment orders
such that each subject experienced till four treatment conditions
aCrOSS the four experimental passages.

Statistically significant n ain effects were noted for all three factors
tested with no significant i teractions between the variables Further
analyses produced reliable differences for the treatment conditions
across subjects(good and poor readers) on short term and long term
retention (considered tygether) and on short ter m ietention. Similar
results were demonstrated for good readers on short term retention
and on short term and long term retention (considered together). No
significant effects were indicated for long term retention and no
statistically significant differences appeared for the poor readers
experiencing the various treatment conditions. A Scheffé multiple
comparison test revealed that in all instances where significant
differences appeared, the ORW (questions-review-write) treatment .-i

groups exceeded the NO (no questions-control) treatment groups.
The data revealedno significant differences between the other
treatment conditiohs.
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