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perceived, (2) Havajo language maintenance and shift, (3) the
relationship of the 'syntactical features of ebonics and the reading
comprehen51on achievement of middle class black children, (4) the
communication pattexns of aged Jews in a modern urban setting, (5)
techniques for aiding black basic writers, (6) the relat1onsh1p
between understand1ng grammat1ca1 conjunction and reading -
comprehension in Native American children, (7) idiomatic
communication behaviors as indicators of acculturation, (8) the
determination Qf the scoring criteria for a Spanish informal reading
inventory for bilingual students, (9. inner-urban schools and reading
achievement, (10) the effects of an intercultural communication
workshop on American participants' intercultural communication
competence, and (11) the use of linguistic structures.in folklore for
teaching Spanish reading comprehension skills to fourth grade Puerto
Rican children. (FL)

kkkkkkkkkkhhhkkkhkkkkthhhkkhkhkkkhkkkthhkkhkkkkhkhdhhhkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

* Reproductions supplied by EDRS are the best that can be made *

* : from the original document. *
kkkkkkkkkkhkkkhkkhhkkkkkhhkkhhkdkkkkikkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk




M
N
[ |
N
N
o
=)
-

U.S. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF EDUCATION
EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES INFORMATION
CENTER (ERIC)

fﬁm document has been reproduced as

receved from the petson o organzaton
ongmatng it

Mot changes heve been made to mprove
F4pIcducton qual ty
L4 Pomls uf view or opm-ons statedin this docy

ment 4o not necessardy represant offical NIE
Dasition of poly

Bilingual, Bicultural, and Bidialectal Studies
Related to Reading and Communication Skills:

Abstracts of Doctoral Dissertations Published in Dissertation
Abstracts International, July through December 1982 (Vol, 43

Nos. 1 through 6).

Compiled by the Staff
of “the

ERIC Clearinghouse on Reading and Communication Skills

“PEAMISSION TO REPRODUCE THIS
MATERIAL HAS BEEN GRANTED BY

University Microfilms
International

TO THE EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES
INFORMATION CENTER (ERIC).”




R

The dissertation titles contained here are published with
permission of the University Microfilms International,
publishers of Dissertation Abstracts International (copy-
right © 1982 by University Microfilms International)

and may not be réproduced without their proper permission.

3




This bibliography has been compiled as part of a continuing series designed
to make information on relevant dissertations available to users of the ERIC

order to compile abstracts of dissertations on related topics, which thus become
accessible in searches of the ERIC data base. Ordering information for the dis-
sertations themselves is included at the end of the bibliography.

Abstracts of the following dissertations are included in this collection:

Craft, John Albert
THE INFLUENCE OF BLACK NON-STANDARD
ENGLISH ON PERSON PERCEPTION

Davila Velazquez, Sonia I.

A STUDY IN THE USE OF LINGUISTIC
STRUCTURES IN FOLKLORE. FOR TEACHING
SPANISH-READING COMPREHENSION SKILLS
TO FOURTH-GRADE PUERTO RICAN CHILDREN

Fuller, Eugene Earl
A STUDY. OF NAVAJO LANGUAGE MAINTENANCE
AND SHIFT

Giordauo, John Anthony

TRANSP.-RENCY, AMBIGUITY, AND OPACITY
AS A CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK FOR STUDYING
INTERCULTURAL COMMUNICATION

Hamme: , .Mitchell Roy

THE E¥Fi.CTS OF AN INTERCULTURAL COM-
MUNICATiON WORKSHOP ON AMERICAN
PARTICIPANTS' INTERCULTURAL COMMUNI-
CATION COMPETENCE

Harvey, Delores Smith

AN INVESTIGATION OF THE RELATIONSHIP
OF THE SYNTACTICAL FEATURES OF EBON-
ICS AND READING COMPREHENSION ACHIEVE-
MENT OF MIDDLE-CLAS$ BLACK CHILDREN

Honeyman-Goodman, Deanne Esther

AN EXPLORATION ©F THE COMMUNICATION
PATTERNS OF AN AGED ETHNIC POPULA-
TION IN A MODERN URBAN SETTING: THE
OLD JEWS OF VENICE, CALIFOGRNIA

Lebowitz, Regina Elaine

AIDING BLACK BASIC WRITERS: A
MOFFETT-BASYD CURRICULUM COMBINED
WITH TALX/WRITE PEDAGOGY

Loeffler, Ruth Eddleman

THE RELAT1¢¢13-1IP BETWEEN UNDERSTAND-
ING GRAMMALYUAL CONJUNCTION AND
READING COI’¥R{AENSION IN NATIVE
AMERICAN CH': DXEN

\
|
system. Monthly issues of Dissertation Abstracts International are reviewed in 1
|
|
|
\
|
|
|
1
|

Morell, Richard Charles

THE ABILITY TO MATCH BLACK ENGLISH

AND STANDARD ENGLISH SENTENCES

WITH THE APPROPRIATE SOCIAL SITUA~

TION AMONG GOOD AND POOR READERS

WHO ARE BLACK ENGLISH SPEAKERS AT
" "GRADES TOUR, SIX, AND EIGHT — ~ ~

Morison, Virginia Ann

GETTING READING AND WRITING: A
DESCRIPTION OF LITERACY LEARNING
PATTERNS IN THREE URBAN FAMILIES

Ruidl, Richard Alian
IDTOMATIC COMMUNICATION BEHAVIORS
AS INDICATORS OF ACCULTURATION

Smolen, Lynn Atkinson

DETERMINATION OF THE SCORING CRITERIA
FOR A SPANISH INFORMAL READING IN-
VENTORY FOR BILINGUAL STUDENTS

Winfield, Linda Fitzgerald
CASE STUDIES OF INNER-URBAN SCHOOLS -
AND READING ACHIEVEMENT




.

L}
THE INFLUENCE OF BLACK NON-STANDARD ENGLISH ON
PERSOM PERCEFTION OrderNo.DAB213655

Crary, Joun ALseat, Pn.D, The University of Fiorida, 1981. 73pp.
Chairman: Dr Norman N. Markel

The need for and merits of bi-dialectalism are currently an area of
some controversy. Previous investigation suggests that speakers of
stigmatized dialects of English in the U.S.A. culture are atan
evaluative disadvantage when compared with speakers of General
Amaerican dislect. These same studies have consistently found that
Black Non-standard {BNS) dialect is assaciated with very negative
stereotypes. The studies which have arrived at thase conclusions are
less than compelling, however, because of a number of common
meathodological laws.

This study was designed to test, under more stringent conditiens,
the vaiidity of the findings that BNS speakers are at a disadvantage
when compared to General American speakers. In addition, an
sttempt was made to separate the grammatical and phonolegical
channeis of speech in order to identdy the basis for spaech linked

stereotypes,

—  .Spontanecus speech samples were collected from white and black

skill subtest No si
found.

Sex was not a detarminant faclor in the ach:
skills of the LCFRP students Analysis on the st:(;::::g'n:)roeffé?:g::neg
résponse toward the L CFRP and the NCFRP showed that the majorit
of the students in both treatment groups responded with the ratir: g
Very much, the tughest rating on a scale of one to five ?
Folklore was a motivating factor in both treaiments
Comprehension of inguistic structures concomitant with folklore

seemed to improve the reading com
prehension skilis
sample of tourth grade Pyerto Rican students kils of the L CFRP

gnificant difference in the details skill sublest was

A STUDY OF NAVAJO LANGUAGE MAINTENANCE AND
SHIFT OrderNo. DAB218161
Furer, Eucene EARL, Pu.D. University of Pittsburgh, 1982. 146pp.

Th;§ is & study of the extent to which vernacular Navajo is being
maintained i_n Navajo homes and the attitudes of the Navajo toward
verracula: literacy, the use of the vernacular in the schools and

males of similar education and age describing a non-salient
iandscape. These speech samples were then transcribed. The scripts
were then exchanged among groups and re-recorded in an attempt to
separate the two major dimensions of speech. grammatical and
phonological. The 16 speech samples were divided into 32, 15 second
segments (2 from each condiion) and randomly ordered on a master
tape. This tape was then independently judged for dialect
representativeness by three dialect experts. Twenty-four white female
and twenty-four white maie graduate business students then rated the
speech segments in terms of the evaluative dimension of the semantic
differential.

The results of a 3.factor ANOVA supported the hypothesis that
BNS speakers are negatively perceived as compared with GA
speakers. No difference was noted between male and female raters,
BNS speakers were not more negatively perceived when using GA
grammar. The major finding of this research is a significant
interaction between the phonological and glammatical aspects of
dialect.

A STUDY IN THE USE OF LINGUISTIC STRUCTURES IN
FOLKLORE FOR TEACHING SPANISH-READING

COMPREHENSION SKILLS TO FOURTH:GRADE PUERTO
RICAN CHILDREN - -

Davita VELAZauez, Sonia 1., D Eo. The Pennsylvania State University,
1982. 171pp Adviser- Jane M. Madsen

This study investigated the use of Spanish linguistic structures,
such as complex sentences and embedded clauses along with Puerto
Rican folkivie as a means of wiedaing fourth giade students’
ach:ievement in Spanish-reading comprehensiou skills

The purpuse of this study was to detennine the exlent to which‘a
linguisically stiuctuied complumentaiy Spanis h reading progiamin
Puerto Rican folklore, Treatment One (LCFRP), a non-linguistically
structured compiementary Spansh reading program in Puerto Rican
folkiore, Treatment Two {(NCFKF), and a basal Spanish reading
program (B8RP} affevted the reading comprehension skills of fourth
grade students The students’ attdudes toward the LCFRP and tow ard
the NCFRP were datermined

The sample, 120 students, was selected fiom the pupulation of all’
students of the low socio-economic level in the fourth grade in the Rio
Piedras V School District of the Pucrto Rican Department of Public
Education in Puerto Rico

Two instruments were used to collect the data the Spanish
Reaaing Skiis Test for fourth grade (Puerto Ri.an Department of
public Education. 1978b), and a one-item Student Questionnaire. The
data were analyzed by using a one-way multwarate analyss of
vanance, chi-square test, t-test, and the Fisher exact test for
indepandence

The students who participated in the LCFRP had significantly
greater total reading skilis scores at the .01 level than the BRP
students The LCFRP students scored significantly better at the .01
jevel than the NCFRP students and the BRP students in the main idea

OrderNo.DA821889S5

vernaculardanguage mainlenance. .

Units of data were generated by questionnaires, The extent of
vernacular usage is found to decline with the decline in the age of the
speakers Vernacular language attitudes were found on a Likert scale
to be favorable Language usage did not correlate significantly with
language attitudes nor did usage and attitudes correlate significaatly
with selected socio demographic variables. The shift away from the
vernacular is afunction, in part, of increased educational attainment
among the Navajo A T-test showed a significant relationship between
the degree of educatic . among adults and the extent to which they
speak Navajo to the children. The higher the educational attainment,
the less the vernacular is spoken. There is more oral use of Navajo
than there is use of reading and writing Pearson correlations of
fanguage maintenance attitudes with attiludes toward vernacular
literacy and with using the vernacular in the schools were significant,
It was recommended, for pedagogica! and cultural reasons, that
schools serving Navaje communities should seriously consider
including vernacular Navajo in their curricula.

The chapters include: (I) Introduction, (If) The Trend in
Language Maintenance and Shift: Language Dominance of Navajo
Children, (1) Navajo Language Usage, (IV) Navajo Language
Attitudes, (V) Vernacular Language Usage and Attitudes Compared,
and (VI) Summary and Concluzion. Implicaiions for Language Policy
in Education.

TRANSPARENCY, AMBIGUITY, AND OPACITY AS A .
CONCEPTUAL FRAMEWORK FOR STUDYING
INTERCULTURAL COMMUNICATION OrderNo. DA8221271
Gioroano, Jonn ANTHORY, PH D University of Minnesota, 1582, 82pp.

The linguistic concepts of transparency, ambiguity, and opacity
(TAO) are used to construct a conceptual iamework to support the
notion that there is a very deep, out-of awareness universal
classification system which peopie use to judge commuracation
behavior across cultures.

The author tries to answer the following questions. (1) Do the
terms TAO constitute a universal classification system of
communication behavici? {2) Can we define, collect and classity
inteicultural meta communication statements using the TAO
framework?(3) Does thedistribution of the statements as classified
show anything significant about a cultuie's co.amunication style
preferences?

The fust of these questions deals with theorelical issues which are
not easily resolved. The author argues that TAO constitute a logical
paradigm, are basic to linguistic research, and are out of awareness
concepts assumed by linguistic experts to exist.

To answer the second question, the author gathered ninety
Intercuttural metacommunication statements from various sources
and classitied them into TAO categories. Five other people were able
to sort the statements agreeing with the author 66.6% (a percentage
considerably greater than chance).

The distribution of the statements shows definite trends in style
preferences of both U.S. and non U.S. cultures Tenlative as the
resulls must be, the research shows that U S respondents are less
discriminating in identifying cultural style than non U.S. respondents.

.
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THE EFFECTS OF AN INTERCULTURAL COMMUNICATION
WORKSHOP ON AMERICAN PARTICIPANTS’

INTERCULTURAL COMMUNICATION COMPETENCE
Order No.DAB221280

Hawwer, MiTCreLL Roy, P D University of Minnesota, 1682 250pp

The P.oblem It was the purpose of the present study to measure
the effects of the Intercultural Communication Workshop (ICW) at the

-ersity of Minnesota on Amencan participants’ intercultural .
g::::n:rznymhon competence A secondary focus was todetermine the
relationship between selected social climale dimensions of the IQW
and the subjects’ improvement in ther mlcrcullurql communication ‘
competence. The research investigated the tollowmg two questions:
{1) Does the ICW significantly improve participants’ mlgrcullural
communivation competence? (2) Whatls the relationship between
the social chmate of the ICW and thie improvement of the participants
intercultur &l communication competence? )

Methodoiogy The research study employed the nonequiv aleql .
control group design. The experimental and:conlrol g'oups consisied
respectively, of Amenican students enrolled in (1) the l_CW course and
{2} aDiscussion and Conference Methods course during spring

Within the hmitations of this study, the following conclusions wer
drawn from the findin gs (1) Anonsignificant rela?uonslfip \sﬁ:ssl'cutn:
be_tween_readmg comprehension achievement in middle-class black
chﬂdrf:n in third and fifth grade and the syntacticat features of b
Ebonics (2) A non significant refationship was found between grade
designation, sex, and the synlactical features of Ebonics in middle.
cla§rs third and tifth grade sludents.

he results of this study support and extent the findings of

Saski, & McEntire (1980), Manarino (1980), and others wl?o :qﬁf:{i\an

oral language interference is questionable and has not been
determined.

AN EXPLORATION OF THE COMMUNICATION PATTERNS OF

AN AGED ETHNIC POPULATION IN A MODERN URBAN

SETTING: THE OLD JEWS OF VENICE, CALIFORNIA |

Honeyman GooomaN, DEanne ESTHER, Pu.D. University of Southern |
|

Callormia, 1982. Co-Chairpersons. Professor James H. McBath,
Professor T. Harrell Allen

quarter, 1981,
The approach used to investigate the effects ot the ICW on lhg
subjects’ intercultu: a communicalivn eoinpetence van be described

25 {0lowS A Stiuclured communication event was des:gned.lhal
empioyed the contrast-Amervan sinulation techrque Inthis event,
each participant discussed the tope ol lnadershi Lo “manication
with an indwidual who poitiayed the contiast Amerncan role These
interactions tuvk piace once duning the first weeh U classes and
again duning the final week of Liasses These discusons were
videotaped. Two judges then viewed the videotaped m}e'a_cl'ons and
rated the Amencan participants’ intercultural communication
competence using brhavioral cbsersatign scales »

L All subjects also compieted a Jemographic charaiterstics
questionnane whic 1 assessed the somianty of the subccts from the
control and expuiunental groups onse'ected backg cund
characteristics. .

The approach used to examine the sec'ond research Que§lnon
involved the adqunistration of a gioup environment scale which
assessed the speudic suc.al ¢'imale «itn cach of the 'CW groups to
which the subj2cts belonged. )

|Fmd; 1gs. T‘he 1esults gean ly showed that the ICW did not
significantly improve the participants’ intercultural communication
competence Futhur, the find) 3s suggest that l*’:e soc.al chmai‘e of
an ICW may be ciusely ielaled 1o the participants” imprevementin
their intercultutal communic ation competence

e?

AN INVESTIGATION OF THE RELATIONSHIP OF THE
SYNTACTICAL FCATURES OF EBONICS AND READING

CHIt DREN O:derNo. DA8226466

Hanrvey, Croones Swith, PH D University of Maryland, 1982 163pp
Supervisor Robert M Wilson

The puipcse of tus investiyation was to detenune the )
iterrelaledness of the syntactical features of Fbonics and regdmg
comprehens.on achievement of black third and fifth grade ch|ld5en‘

Ninety students participated in this study who were enrolied in
three public clemientacy schoels in Baltimore, Maryland. The students
metthe [ _wag witena (1) The schools attended by the students
aere Hon Title I schools {2) The schools alternded by the students
had a theve 9 one ratio of less of total entoliment to free lunch
ottty (3) The students did not recene financeal aid for lunch or
tran .portabon,

Intecy 2o weie conducted to yet a sample of orallanguage from

each sub~ct The ta) s were iansenbed by the researcher. A sample

of 100 words was identified and exainited for the presence of

Ebunics.
A Pearsun Pivduct Momet test of conelation was computed on
the Fbon e cores and ieading coinpretu.nzion soues to dcternine

of Indepeadence (Ka |, 19/8) was computed to delc.m.qe the
olaton bip betwees. bomies and reading compnehénsxgn
[ Q- suevement, Ebonit. and grade designation, and Cbonics and sex.
|
|

ERIC
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COMPHLAUNSION ACHIEVIMENT OF MIODLE CLASS BLACK

the relatiuish p bet. enthe lao vanables Pearsun's Clu Sy aie test

The central purpose of this study was to explore the |
communication patterns that could be abstracted from a participant
observation of an aged, ethnic population in a modern urban setting.
the Old Jews of Venice, California. In pursuing this purpose three
subsidiary questions were examined. Whal are the demographic
characlenstics of the Old Jews of Venice? How can the Old Jews be
seen as a communication community with distinctive world views and
self-concepts? What are the verbal patterns of interaction that ars
employed by the Old Jews when communicating inside and outside of
their community?

The Old Jews of Venice consisted of persons between the ages of
70 to 98 years. Most members of the community were born in shiells
or small villages of Eastern Europe, from which they emigrated to the
United States in the late.nineteenth and early twentieth centuries.
After raising children and retiing from careers, the Old Jews settled
in Venice Beach,

The Old Jews have a distinctive world view, borne out of long hves
filled with hardships anc physical disiocation trom thesr native lands.
Their value system is similar to that which reportedly existed in
Eastern European shtet! life, which held dear learning, wealth, and
yikhus, or family prestige.

The verbal interaction patterns of the group have been identified
as frontstage communication behawviors and backstage
communaication behaviors. Center members utilize frontstage
behavior when meeting the public, and backstage communication
behavior when interacting among themselves. The frontstage image
depicts the Old Jews as veritable “fiddlers on the roof,” or
romanticized characters who negate the popularly held negative
stereotypes of old people in America. Examinalion of backstage
communication behaviors revealed the members to be active and avid
commumicators who alternated in their use of several languages. The
general language patterns of the group were characterized by
superstition and recurring references to hope and fear. Backstage
communications bore striking similarities to communication patterns
in the shtetls of Eastern Europe from which many Center members
came In conclusion, the Old Jews have created a “shtet! by the bay"
in Venice, California. . 3

AIDING BLACK BASIC WRITERS: A MOFFETT-BASED
CURRICULUM COMBINED WITH TALK/WRITE PEDAGOGY

Order No. DA8223148
Leaowtz, ReGina ELaing, Ep D Columbia University Teachers
College, 1982. 212pp. Sponsor: Prolessor Lous Forsdale

This descriptive study faced the problem of Black studenis in a
college non credit remedial wiiting course, who feit they could "talk
fine, butjust can't wnite.” The problem of rusty writers, coming {rom
aqolher language system, with a history of repealed tallures, often in
this course was compounded by the need to pass the final
examination, operate within a traditional rhetorical framework, and !
teachers who often know litlle or nothing aboul Black English
struclure and its West African roots or current Black cultura!
lra.dmons Too often, students themselves feel, after having had 1o
wrule_ numercus themes, including final examinations, to fulfill
requirements rather than because they feel any compelling reason to

write, that they have nothing to say, with short, choppy sentences, no

o~
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generalizidg, or generalizing ~ith no specfic narrative underpinrings,
thoughts which lack any cornections to one another, and no
proofreading.

Yet these students core from a rich oral tradition and cu'ture,
which teachers need to kngw more abouat and utiize This study
combined a Zeelinenan Talk Wrte anproach. building on their oral
cultural traditions, with a structured sequence of four writing

swgnments that atte npted to range along a continuum from
narrative 'nto mere abstraction and expesition necessary for college
wniting, based on tre work of James Moffett, with each assignment
building on the onas before it Talking to partners. then gradually
increasing the distance. in writing assignments, between speaker and
subject and speaker and audience, forced these,students to operate
at higher levels, of abst.action and « sticipate what a more remote.
imagtned auchence might need to know Culturally-conditioned Black
hohstic cogrative styles, including tack of distance, ted to the more
elaborated code necessary in wnting, as students learned a bi-
cognitive development necescary to succeed in schools' analytically-
onenter cogmtive style, too often an alien symbolic system to these
studerds heretofore At the end of the semester, students showed a
grea'er ability to speculate and theorize:-aswriters.

N

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN UNDERSTANDING— ————
GRAMMATICAL CONJUNCTION AND READING
COMPREHENSION IN NATIVE AMERJCAN CHILDREN

' OrderNo. DAB225508

LiErFLER, RuTH EoDLEMAN, PH.D. The University of Okjahoma, 1982,
133pp. Director: Dr. Richard P, Williams

The purpose of this study was to determine the relationship
between the understanding of grammatical conjunctions and reading
comprehension for Native American children in the fourth, fifth}and
sixth grades The problem was approached thiough three
hypotheses The first involved the correlation between reading
comprehension and tinderstanding conjunctions for the group and

_for each grade. Th&'second involved the establishment of a hierarchy
of difficult, among the most difficult conjunctions. The third probiem
concerned tracing developmental changes through these grades in
the understanding of conjunctions and in the relatic. ship between
the two variables. -

Three test instruments were used the Stanford Diagnostic

777 ""Reading Test, the Multiple Choice Conjunctlions Test, and the Cloze
Comprehension of Conjunctions Test Statistical procedures used
were the Spearman Rho Correlation, scattergrams, crossbreaks, chi-
square, and the Mann Whitney U.

The findings were" there is a statistically significant relationship
between the understanding of canjunctions and reading
comprehension, as measured by objective tests, atthe fourth grade
level. There is a statistically significant positive maturational change
in the urderstanding of conjunctions from the fourth to the fifth
grades Thereis also a maturational change in the understanding of
conjunctions, as measured by the Cloze procedure, but not by
objective multiple choice tests, frum the fifth to the sixth grades. A
Variation of Goodman's Miscue Analysis indicated a maturational
tendency to move from syntactic dominance at the fourth grade level
to semantic focus at the sixth grade level.

Findings paralfeled a pre.ious large scale study of fourth grade
chitdren in an urban setting of mixed socio economic levels and
heterogeneous classes.

THE ABILITY TO MATCH BLACK ENGLISH AND STANDARD
ENGLISH SENTENCES WITH THE APPROPRIATE SOCIAL

SITUATION AMONG GOOD AND POOR READERS WHO ARE -

BLACK ENGLISH SPEAKERS AT GRADES FOUR, S1X, AND

;lfﬂ:l:’ . c OrderNo.DAB215747
| L RICHARD CHARLES, Ep D. Columbia University Teachers
College, 1982 75pp Sponsor- ProfessugRoben Ailen

One-hundred and ninety-two BE.s i
] \ r 'speaking children at grades
six, and eight were admnms}ered andentification task deggrji:\e?i toour'
‘a.c:‘w;r ktjl"oe :_ou.ewm'? questions, (1) Will good readers be better atthe
o entitying the correct langugage style in the appropriate social

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

context than poor readers? (2) Wili this ability devetop with age?

Sixteen pairs of sentences--onein SE and one in BE which differed
ononly one grammatical feature--were presented to groups of good
and poor readers equally divided between maies and temales. Half the
students were asked to identify whether sentence A or sentence B of
the pair sounded more like a sentepce heard in the neighborhood.
The second half were asked to gecide whether sentence A or
sentence B sounded more fike a sente.ce the siudent would hearin
school. The dependent vanable was the ability 1o match language
style with the appropriate soctal context as measured by the number
of correct matches.

*A three-factor analysis of variance was performed on the number
of correct matches The resulls were as follows: {1) Reading group
was significant in that the good reading groups had a higher mean
number of correct matches than the poor reading groups overall, at
each grade leve!, and on the BE and SE tests {2) Grade level was
significant in that the sixth and eighth grades were significantly higher
than the fourth grade on the mean number of correct responses but
were not signilicantly different from each other. (3) Dialect was
significant in that poor readers scored below the chance level on
identifying BE sentences.

The results indicated that the child's ability to recognize different
Janguage styles correlated highly with reading achievement. To
improve the reading skills of BE-speaking ctildren, it was suggested
that linguistic-awareness-beancarporated.nso a total reading program
and that researchers need to develop new m:atenals for teaching —_
linguistic awareness.

GETTING READING AND WRITING: A DESCRIPTION OF
LITERACY LEARNING PATTERNS IN THREE URBAN
FAMILIES OrderNo. DAB223157

Munson, Vinsirua Ann, Ep D Coluinbia Univuisity Teachers Collega,
1982 L33pp Sponsor. Piotussor Raymond 2 McDeimott

This study reports some ways three urban families.two Black
American, one Insh Amencan--promote learning about literacy in their
everyday hives Each family includes a tocal cihilg age 8-11, perdforming
either well or not well on school hteracy tasks, and atieast one sibling,
The study's purpose 1s to show how, 1n what 1 nplicit, sstuational
contexts famies use hteracy artdacts to acccmplish reading and
writing from an interaction-in-a-meansngful-environment perspective.
it takes a positive view by looking at what fam bes cando Literacy s
seen as asocal achvity, a toot which gives the user a means of
control over situations.

Following a review of relevant Iiterature, contractual, team
research considerations are detailed. Ethnographic fietd work, theory
and method are delineated, and the extent to which this study
qualifies as ethnographic in each respect s e«plained. Developing —
good descniptions and getiing started in family fieid work congerns
are discussed. as 1s the use of hieid notes, audiotaping, informal
interviewing, and photography as data-collection 1echniques
associated with participant observation. -

Family portraits detail sociohistonical, seciocuitural and family Iife
information, educative styles and themes.

Findings consrst in descriptive accounts of literacy learning
actwity which result from a 20-dimension comparative analysis of
artifacts across the tamilies. These descriptions disclose how family
members participate with regulanty around 30 functional artifacts,
and also establish where similarities and differences lie.

By §rounding family theory in these interpretations {which are not
easily quantfiable but speak instead of probabtulity, potentiality, and
process), how literacy use is influenced by family constraints and
structure 1s revealed also Literacy activity shown to be available and
disp.ayed by utormants as necessary s tied to inteinal social control
mechanisms -certainty, routines, ntuals, tradition, myth and tamily
knowledge, hindrances and hurdles, rewards, and arelative absence
of literacy scento operate and requlate availabihity in the famities.
Distribution of literacy activity 1s tied to several family composition and
domainfeatures solidaiity, maintaning an immediate, real, peisonal
and piwvate domain, intergenerational paticipation, and sibling
relatiunships ir ways thatiejulate who gains access to particular
literacy artifacts and interaction.
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IDIOMATIC GOMMUNICATION BEHAVIORS AS INDICATORS
OF ACCULTURATION Order Nao. DAB226594
fuiot, RicHARC ALAN, PH D Univursity of Washington, 1882, 194pp.
Chairperson. Prdtessdr John E. Bowes . -

This study examined the communicafion of culturally-sensitive
idiomatic language as an indicaior of how far acculturation had
proceeded in pewcomers Bacause of the imbedded nature of idioms,
considerable cultural and tinguistic experience was required to
decode them appropriately. )

Two idiomatic fluencies “recognition and comprehension--were
studied in relation to newcomers' interpersonal and mass media
involvement with the host society As an exploratory study, research
questions were generated to test the relative strengths of .
communication behaviors with the idiomatic acculturation criteria
The cemmunication behaviors were (1) development of close
friendships, {2) organizdtional ffifiations, (3) amount o‘l 'radno
hstening, (4) type of 1adio listening, {5) amount of tglevnsmn
watching, and (6) type of television watching Additicnally,

interpersonal and mass media indexes were constructed 2nd tested
against the idiomatic fluencies. .

The study surveyed 174 Asian newcomers in Horiolulu, Hawaii
from January to June 1980 Ali were enrolled in Englig.h as a second
language classes Carler's “signalted stopping techn_uque" was
T employadfordetect- g uliomalic recognition A multiple-choice
mastery test was vs«d for finding idiomatic comprehension—

The results indicated that close host societal friendships provided
the strongest link to idiomatic fluency Additianally, newcomer
interpersonal i olvemeit, as a who'e, was more strongly relatc:d to
both idiomatic recagnition and ¢ - nprehension than mass media
ynvolvement. Moreover, the study underscored the usefulness of
«diomatic fluencies as indicators of acculturation

OETERMINATION OF THE SCORIMG CRITERIA FOR A

A

SPANISH INFORMAL READING INVENTORY FOR BILINGUAL

STUDENTS

OrderNo.DAB213702

SMOLEN, LYNN ATKINSON, PH.D. The University of Florida, 1981. 287pp.

Co-Chairmen: William R, Powell, Clemer:s Hallman

The main purpose<of this study was to determine the word
recognition, reading rate, and error rate scoring criteria for the
Spanish Informal Reading Inventory (SIRI). Another purpose was to

test certain hypotheses concerning oral reading behavior in Spanish.
Pre-primer to eighth grade passages for the SIR! were written, The

difficulty level of the passages was based on readability estimates of

four Spanish basal reading series. A cloze procedure, administered to

229 students, was used to validate the readabilily of the pacsages.

The SIRI was administered to 112 students randomly selected from

a population of 175 students on the basis of their scores on the

CTBS/Espaiiol. Each student's performance was recorded in terms of

words per minute, error ratio (i.e., errors per 100 words), and e:ror

<" -rate (errors per minute).

Criteria for use with the SIRI were calculated or error ratio, oral
reading rate, and error rate. These criteria were determined for three

reading clusters and corresponded to the level of the reading material

and not the student's grade level.

The criteria for error ratio were 10.2 for pre-primer through secon
grade, 5.8 for third through fifth grade, and 3.6 for sixth through
eighth grade.

The criteria for oral reading rate were $3.4 for pre-primer through
second grade, 79.9 for third through fifth grade, and 86.0 for sixth
through eighth grade.

The criteria for error rate were 3.7 for pre-primer through second
grade, 3.7 for third through fifth grade, and 3.0 for sixth through
eighth grade.

The results of the hypotheses testing showed: (1) aninverse
linear relationship between the error ratios and the readability of the
material; (2) passage difficulty rather than grade placement affected

d

error production, except for passages at the seventh and eighth grade

levels; (3) asignificant negative refationship between reading rate

and error ratio at each passage level; (4) a significant positive

relationship between reading rate and comprehension at all passage

levels, except the sixth grade; (5) error rate was predictive of

comprehension, and reading rate was predictive of instructional leve!
Y _heSIRI
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CASE STUDIES OF INNER URBAN SCHOOLS AND READING
ACHIEVEMENT GrderNo. 8222012

WinFiELo, Linoa FzGerato, Pu.D  University of Delaware, 1982
427pp. Protessor in charge “ Richard L Venezky

Five inner.urban elementary sghools in a major metrgpolitan
district were studied during the 97980 school year to determine the
extent to which organizational yanables such as an achievement
orientation and building-wide Mstructional etficiency varied with
reading achievement levels, and to search for additional school-wide
tactors which might relate to success in reading

Approximately 400 hours were spent in data collection. Study
techniques included on site observations, open-ended interviews with
school and district personnel, administration of a questignnaire,
analysis of stancardized reading achievement scores a% other
reading measures, and review of newsletters and principals’ memos

Pnncipals tn the majonty of schoois were found to be maintenance
oniented This onientation was charactenized by a low degree of
inveivement in the reading program, an emphasis on maintaining
routine school operations and low expectations for student

achievement. A pnmary consequence of this onentation was
principals’ failure to assume the responsibility for instruction and
irrationality in decision making. These vaniables influenced
instructional organization for reading. In Schooll, the reading
specialist assumed the responsibility for instructional leadership but
was himited in improving school-wide reading practices by lack of
suthorityover-teachers -in.School ¥, the community and parents
assumed the responsibility for leadership in instruction. —— —

In general, measures used to assess students’ reading ability in
the sample schools were found to be unstable from year to year,
recorded incorrectly or suspected of being inflated. The ability of this
investigation ta survey the relationship between organizational
vanables and reading achievement was found to be limited by the
quality of the dependent measure.

Patterns found in the schools studied were synthesized into
general models of school organization and effectiveness which take
into accountustivctional processes as well as probable achievement
outcomes Such, patteins must be taken into account when p'anning
and evaluating school effectiveness in reading instruction.
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