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One of the areas of most intense educatlonal activity in recent

ED224221

years has been the referral of children to special educational services

o

for treatment of various school related difficuities, This agtiVity
has created some interest in the factors leading educators to recommend
the referral of'students for such services. .The\purpose of this study
was to extend prior research ciarifying the variables which might

influence teachers in recommending students for specialized educational
: . , PRV N

services. ok = . :
3 ! :
. In previous research Tobias, Coie, Zibrsn, and Bodlakova (1982)

administered a case history of a sixteen year oid male student who .

had a variety of schoﬁ diff-ic"ulties. The ethnic background of the

»

youngster was varied in four ways, that is, he was described‘as”being

either black, Hispanic, white,.or no énthic background was specified.

These di fferent versions were randomiy administered to a total of o
X‘iSS teachers, also of varying background | Based on this case history

teachers were asked to make recommendations regarding whether the

4 -

: youngster'should be referred for special educational services, or :
N : could be maintained in a regular classroom. ' ' . i

" An Interaction was found in the Tobias et al (1982) study between
TNy ' ]
- teacher and student;ethnicity;' Teachers' recommendations indicated
o that they were more likely to refer students from ethnic groups other
. .y ’ N -
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than their own for special education ‘services, than members of their

own ethnic gfoups. For ex pie,)biack teachers had significantly
higher scores on questions f need for refenféi to special educational
services; when responding to the case history in which the youngster

was described as being Hispanic, white, or no ethnic background was

| suppiied than they did whethhe youngster was described as being

black. Similar tendencies were revealed for Hispanic and white

, ‘
teachers. There was no significan in eftect for student ethnic
. i i :

background. That is, there were no differences in the judgments of
] -

teachers when the youngster were desctibed as being either black,
Hispanic white or no ethnic background waq supplied. Finally,
significant di fferences in recommendation among teachers were found
indicating that Hispanic teachers had the l¢west mean of the dependent

_ ~f
variable (tendency to recommend to special education).followed by

black and white teachers. ( T

The results of the Tobias et al. (d981)§investigation suggested that

the similarity of teacher-student ethnicity had been an. important

'variable in judgments regarding- the need .for special educational

S FESRPE

services. There were a number of questlons ralsed by that investigation

which were expected to be clarified in the pkesent study. ' In the prior

res:akch the case described the student as b#ing 16 years old. Since .

X w 4
most of the referrals for special educationai services occur in
‘ .

elementary school, teachers rarely have the dccasion to refer secondary :

school youngsters for such services. Since it was unknown to what

@

degree the student's age affected the resul s, the present s tudy
described the student as 10 years old and at ending fifth grade,

a group in which youngsters are more frequentl' referred for such
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serviges.a'Furthermore,‘ln the prior study a Jarge’percéntage’(83.h) of
the teachﬁr samplé were seéondary‘schbol or adult teachers. Sjnce'such
t;achers'may not have much experience In referrfngﬂ students, vteaching
ievel of tﬁe|respondents was included as a variable }n the present desiéh.
Since all versions of the case history described the sfudents as being‘
male, the sex of the youngsf;r"was varied in the present study In order

to ddtermlpe whether the students' sex contributed significant variance

to the dependent variable.

Procedure )
“; e case history used In'ghig inveﬁtiéatlon as adqptéd from

‘that usedllnlﬁrlor(research (Tobias et al, 1982). Ahten year old

student attending fifth grade was described as achIeVing ;wo years

beloQ grade level, and having a variety of behavorial difficulties.

The identical case history was developed in elght‘different versions.

Hal%’of the histories described the student as male, the other half

as female. In each of these gender categorfies, the student was .

described as belhg either black, Hispanic, or white and in a foﬁrth

version no ethric background was given. Answefs to the case history

were anénymous; respondents w;re, howeve;a askea to check off their .

ethnic background, teaching level, years of experience and gen&er.

- Teachers responded to the case‘histofy by com?leting eleven Likert

Qrtype questions. - The questions asked the teacher to judge whether the

stude;t could be maintained Iﬁ a regular classroom, required

specialized educational services, psychological testing or psychiatric f

" evaluation, and requested judgments regarding the severity of the

‘problem described.
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Different versions of the case hlstory were randomly asslgned to
.teachers. That is, booklets containing the materials were assemb|ed
In such a way that all enght versions ( two sex, and fouyr ethnic back-.
grounds) were stacked one after the other. When the forms _were handed

' out any teacher, then "had an. equal probabnllty of recelvlng one of

the eight verslons of this case history.

Sublects

The subjects were 362 students enrolled during the summer session

4

In various. graduate level Educatlon courses at six different branches

of an urban unlverslty. Only those students who had actual teaching !
experience In elementary Or secondary schools, or in Speclal.Educatlon
classes were ln\1uded‘ln the sample. The flnal group used: for the .

’

analysis consisted of 320 individuals for whom complete data were | ’ \\

availabla.

Results and\Dlscﬁslen

The rellablllty.of’the auestlonnaire was cohputed using the SPSS
Rellability program. Two items which tended to lower the reliability
were deleted leaving a scale of nine items (0(- .77) which was used ln
the analysis. The two ;2ems that had been used in the prevlous study,‘
;ahely, '"The child should.be recommended for special educatlon” and '"The
child is best kept in a regular classroom' had a reability coefficient
of’o(" 59 this tlme, while on the previous occasion it had been 0.68.

A t-test comparing the reactions of male and female teachers "showed
/

no significant differences so these data were pooled.

Insert Table | about here




A4 (Sfudent's*ethnicity) X‘? (Student'; sex) Xm3 (Teacher'g
ethnic background) X ; (Teaching level) ANOVA was performed using
l3gO subjects for whom all data were complete. S!gnificant main
effecés were.found only for ethnic packground of teacher (F(2,288)
- ta’.oo,‘g(.o‘s) and for teaching level (F(2,2§8) - I'I.OIK‘E(.OOi.)
The only slgnif!gant intefaction was between the ethnicity of the teacher
and the sex of the student (F(2,288) = 4.06, 2(.05). Do
. An examination of the means (Table 1) féf the different cells
shows that white teachers had a higher tendency to recommend Special .
Education than Hispanic or black téachers. Also, Special Education
teachers recommended referral to Special Education most frequently ang
secondary teach;rs least often. The interaction effects showed that
black and white teachers had a greater tendénc& to recommend male

students for Special Education while H$sp§2jc teachers recommended

females more frequently}

Insert Table 2 about here

The results of this study did ggs.feplicate prior findings of
an interaction between student and teacher'ethnicity. The nine item
scale forming the dependent variable consisted of two of the items
~ used as dependent variables_of the preceeding study. Analysis'of tHe
data using‘these fwo items revéaled main effects for teaching level
(fflh.Zl,ﬂg<::OOl). The means (Table 2) indicated that secondary school
éeachers made . the fewest recommendations for referral, whereas elementary
school and}speclal education teachers tended to make more such referrals.

No other effects of this analysis were significant.
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When these same two jtems were analyzed in exactly the same way as
in the prior study, that is, when teaching level and student sex
; were eliminated as variables, none of the main effects or interactioms

were significant. This part of the analysis, then, failed to replicate

[ ]
L3

oirlier findings. |
In the preceeding study a.lgrge percentage of the respondents
were secondary school teacher;. Onewof the questions raised. in the
_analysis of those data were the effects of using samples consistiog
predominately of secondary school teacher; since tHat group has liotle
experience with referrals for Special Education. The present study
indicates that secondary school teachers do make fewer reﬁerro]s for
Specialized Educational sorvices. Apparently the interaction between
student and teacher ethnicity_observed in the»prior‘investigati?n
may be attributed to the presence of a large number of secondary
school teachers"in,}hat sample.
Several findings of the prior investigation,wero replicated in
‘this study. Thus, there were no differences in recommendations for
referfol attributable to the sfudents ethnicity. This finding
“confirmed the prior investigation and other studies that when referral
for Specigl Education was varied experimentally little evidence of
disproportion referrals of minority youngsters was.evideot. The
frequently observed finding that minority youngsters are actually referred
for Speclalized:Educational ;eﬁvices more frequently in real 1ife |

situations may, .then, well be a function of variables other than those

investigated in this and preceeding studies.
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TABLE 1
Means on Nine ltem Referral Recommendation Scale
and Number of Subjects for AllkGEbups
Teacher's Student's Teaching Student's Ethnic
Ethnic ___ Sex . Level ____Background
Background Female Male .| Elem Sec. Sp.Ed. Black His. White None | Total
Black 23.4 24.7 | 23.9 23.3 25.7 24.3 23.7 24.6 23.9 | 24.1
| @7 (9 | G2) (B (s | (&) (13 (3 () | (56)
Hispanic © 25.9 23.3 | 2.0 24.4 26.9 | 24.8 . 24.5 23.8  25.2 | 24.6
(27) (27) | (38  (5) (1) (16)  (10) (13)  (15) | (54)
White
TOTAL




TABLE 2

Means on Two |tem Recommendation Referral Scalel

and Number of Cases for All Groups.

Teaéhlng Student's Ethnic
Teacher's Level Background
Ethnic . T
Background Elem. Sec. Sp.Ed.| Black Hisp. White None Total
Black 5.4 4.8 5.6 - 5.1 5.3 5.3 5.7 | 5.4
(32) (9) (15) (16) (13) (13) (&) | (56)
Hispanic 5.6 5.0 6.6 5.5 5.5 5.8 6.1 | 5.7
(38) (5) (1) (16) (1o).  (13) (15) | (54)
white 5.6 ° 5.0 6.4 5.6 5.8 5.8 5.6 5.7
(is)  (@37)  (58) (50) (55) (57) (48) |- (210)
Total 5.6 5.0 6.3 . 5.5 5.7 5.7 5.7 5.7
(185) (51) (84) (82) (78) (83) (77) | (320)
du
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