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Student Performance Assessment
in the

Great City Schdo1s

7

This survey attemppg to describe how student performance is assessed in’the
Great City Schools, and focuses solely on formal testing programs involving aca-
demic achievement. Our purpose is neither to make judgements about these tests
or to suggest policy changes, but to provide our member districts with infcrmation
on an issue that absorbs a great deal of money and staff time, and that hgs merd
to the forefront in the debate over the quality and equiéy of the qation's.pub1}c

education system.

Student testing is a complex and vo1atf1e subject in its own:.right. For
decades, educators have been involved in often heated discussions ovér appropriate
means to measure énd report student performance. A central piece in that debate
has been the need for ways to assess district-wide.achievement, so that the public
could answer such general questions as whether or not their schools were getting
better. In an era of rising taxes, increasing educational costs, decreasing stu-
dent enrollments, and declining public confidence in the public schools, district-

wide tests were seen as one way by which parents and citizens could call the edu-

cation community ‘to account.

District-wide testing;‘however, immediately surfaces a wide array of complex
problems particularly in large urban areas, prob]emskthat add to the political dif-
ficulties in administering tests. Instruments must be selected or designed that
can measure the achievement of students from a variety of ethnic, cultural, and
economic_backgrounds who may have varying deggees of English-proficiency or may be
emotiona11y or physita11y Hahdicapped. Standardized instruments also assume a com-

mon curriculum throughout district schools that often does not exist.
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In addition to looking at how districts have designed testing programs to
meet this variety in the students they must serve, this report will tdke up a :
number of othér issues;‘ 1né1uding test management, work with test publishers,
test administratipn, test security, test use, data storage, and others, We W111
look- specifically at the‘kiﬁds of norm-referepced,(NRT) and criterion-referenced
(CRT) tests used in the schpols, as well as at the status of mi nimum competency
tests (MCT); we will also look at how the tests are selected or designed, who is
involved, and how individuals are trained to administer and interpret them.’ And
finally th}s report will examine the kinds of data baseswﬁhat have been estab-
lished in the city schools, how and to whom test data areﬁreported, and how the

data are managed. We will also include small sections on student records, reme-

dial work, promotion and graduatisn requirements, cost, and legal conside%ations.

The information for this report was obtained directly from personnel in
Council-member school districts who haye responsibility for test}ng programs,
and who come from a range’of-centra1-office departments. Each of the testing
directors in the city schools was interviewed af length by Council staff on the
topics covered in this report. Descriptions of each district's program were sent
to those who were interviewed and to the Superintendent to assure accuracy. The
topics for the report were developed by the Council's Research Directors under
the leadership of their own Steering Committee. A description of each district's

testing program is found immediéte1y following this narrative.
N
Because of the large number and variety of tests in use in the citids, this
report is limited to NRTs, d1str1ct and state deo1gned minimum competency tests,
and CRTs. We have restrwcted our survey to standard1zed academic tests in district-
wide use, thereby eliminating tests designed by individual teachers for classroom

assessment and tests of interest, aptitudes, health, careers,’and special education

diagnosis. . ;
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Standardized Tests in Use:

1. Norm-Referen;ed Achievement Tests (NRTs). A large number of norm-

referenced tests are now being used iniéhe Great City Schoo] districts, 26 dif-
ferent tests in all. These tests are standardized, commercially-designed instru-
ments'whose'resaifs are measured against those from other students who have taken
the exam. Port1and is tHe only Council system that does not Qse any commercially
pubTished NRTs on a district<wide basis. Thecmost commonly used of the commer-
cial NRTs is the California Achivement Test (CAT) which is used by 14 districts.
In a few distrﬁcts, the CAT is used to the exclusion of other NRTs, while in

some districts it is only one of mény. The next most commonly used test is the
Comprehensive Test of Basic Skills (CTBS) which is used in nine dfstricts, aﬁd
the Iowé Test of Basic Skills which is used in four. The 1nstfﬁmeht that is most
widely used for pre-kindergarten and kindergarten students is the Mepropo]itan

N

Readiness Test, used in ten districts (see table 1). CTT a

P,

2. Criterion-Referenced Achivement Tests (CRTs). The tests in this cate-

o

gory include both minimum competency exams and other CRTs that are used for pur-
poses other than determining minimum competencies. CRTs are normally standardized
instruments designed commercially, or by a state or school system, whose results

‘are keyed against the material that students were scheduled to learn.

A1l but four of the Council d1§tr1cts; To1edo, Cleveland, Minneapolis, and
Washington, D.C. have some form of minimum competency tests in place. Toledo and
Cleveiand are now under a state mandate to design such exams, however. Thirteen
of the remaining 24 districts administer state-designed minimum éompetency testé.
Thfs is a significant change from three years ago when only Buffalo, New York City,
St. Louis, and Dade County were using their state's minimum competency exams. At

that time, a number of city school districts had designed their own tests ahead of

-3-




Table 1

Commercially Published Norm-Referenced Tests Used in the GSC

Elementary Secondary
Name #Districts "~ Level Level
1.‘\Ca1ifornia Achievement Test | 14 13 10
- 2. .CTBS 9 8 8
| | 3. ITBS | 4 4 o
4. Test of Achievement and Proficiency { 3 - 3
5. Metropolitan Achievement Tésts : 2 o 2 2
6. Basic Skills Assessment Program 2 1 . 1
7. Cognitive Abilities Test ‘ 2 : ‘ 2 - .
8. Research Associates Achievementhest | 1 1 -
9. Stanford Achievement Test 1 ‘1 -
10, Stanford Test of Academic|Skills 3 - 3
11. Stanford Diagnostic Math Jlest 1 1 1
‘12. Stanford Diagnostic Reading Test 1 1 : -
13. Stanford Achievement Test in Reading 1 1 S
14. Test of Academic Progress - 1 - 1
15. Individua] Criterion-Refereﬁced Test 1 1 -
16. C.A.T. Non-Verbal Battery 1 1 -
17. CTBS Espanol : 3 3 1
éommercia]]y Published Tests Used in Pre-K and K
18. Metropolitan Readiness Test N 10
19. Cooperative Pqe—SChoo? InVentory 4
20. TOBE 1 )
21. Pre-School Inventory 1
22. Stanford Early Sch. Ach. Test 2
23. School Readiness Survey 1
24. Clymer-Barrett Test T
\25. Metropolitan PreLPrimer 1
26. Boehm Test of Basic Concepts 1




Table 2 ‘
Commercially District- District- State- Commeraially

published designed CRT designed desi_-ed published Test as
. NRT & Ach. Test + - Min. Comp. Min. ¢+ ip. Min. Comp. Test
Atlanta .~ - Yes No j Yes Yes No
- Baltimore ' Yes No Yes Yes - No
Boston Yes No Yes Yes No
Buffalo ' Yes “No No Ye§ No
Chicago Yes Yes ' Yes* No No
Cleveland Yes No No No No
Dade County Yes No 7 No Yes No
Dallas v Yes Yes. - Yes Yes No
Denver - Yes k Yes Yes No | No
Detroit Yes Yes . Yes . Yes No
_ Long Beach Yes \ No . No No " Yes
Los Angeles . Yes Yes Yes No No
Memphis Yes - No No Yes T Yeswx
Milwaukee Yes \ No ‘ No . No Yes
Minneapolis Yes . Yes No -No : No
Nashville ' Yes . No . + No - Yes | Yes**
New Orleans Yes N No - Yes No \
New York City Yes Yes - No ‘ " Yes No J
Norfolk Yes \ Yes = Yes (one section) Yes No
'\\ Oakland X Yes ! Yes Yes No No
© Philadelphia Y Yes No Yes No No
Pittsburgh Yes Yes No No Yes
Portland No Yes Yes No No
St. Louis 4 " Yes + No  No Yes No
San Francisco Yes No Yes . . No ‘ ~ No
Seattle Yes No . Yes No : No
Toledo Yes No No No No
Washington, D.C. Yes Yes No_ No No
' 27 12 14 13 5

*originally -designed by a commercial pub]isﬁer
**Current Tennessee Proficiency Test is commeﬁpia]]y published. However, the state is

developing its own test. .
+ The distinction here between NRT's and CRT's is a samewhat artificial one. There are
comme'rcially designed CRT's and district designed NRT's.




state-mandates for state-wide testing. ii appears thatrmany of those systems

have nbw substituteﬂ their own‘exams for tﬁsse designed éy the state. 1In the
Council's 1979 report on minimum coﬁpeﬁéﬁE}”téEﬁing, we concluded that many state-
Tevel Competengy exams had actually originated,ih some cities, and that the new
state exams were developed partially as a city—state venture. This/prdee3§~appears’
to have continued over the ensuing three years.

/

t

, N 4
“ 1 Six of the thirteen districts use both state and locally-designed minimum

IS

competéncy tests. Five districts use a commerically-developed instrument as an
MCT; {hc1uding M;mphis and Nashville which~use.the state-wide ;ommerc1a11y; _ ﬁﬁy\ |
designed Tennessee\Prbficiency Test; and Long Beach, ?1ttsburgh, and Miiwgukee

which chose a commeréia]]y—designed test for)use as an MCT. Six districts_"

use MCTs that were designed in-house: Chigagog Denver, Los Angeles, Portland,

San Francisco, and Seattle. fhe Denver test, or variations of it, have been usedr

since 1960. ' B R

In addition to those minimum competency tests, twelve d%stric%s'design their
owh criterion-referenced tests to serve'a variety of specialized purposes. OnTy
two distyicts, Minneapolis and Washington, D.C., rely on these CRTs to the exclusion
of regu!éF. minimum competency exams. Toledo apd Cleyeland are the only dis-
tricts which rely solely on commercia]]y—des}gned NRTs to test on a district-wide
basis. A total of sixteen districts, then,'dd not develop their own CRTs for

district-wide assessment.

We should note at this point that the distinction between NRTs and CRTs is
not one that is held by all test speciafists. Portland, for 1nstange, makes nb
distinction. There are, in fact, NRTs thac are district or state designed and
CRTs that are commercially-designed. Tests designed for one purpose may be uﬁed

or modified for another in order to meet the particular needs of the district.

7
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Purposes of Testing:

~

Both NRTs and CRTs are used for a variety of purposes in the Great City
Schools, including: ' programievaluation, placement of students, diagnosis of in-
dividual student strengths and weaknesses, femedial class assignment, curriculum
assessment, sfudent bromotion’or graduation, assessment ofdistricbwjde achieve-
ment, and determiniatiop of need for teacher in-service trafningt The chart below
indicates the number of districts that use NRTs and CRTs for the specified pur-

poses. The only district not includéd in the chart is Portland whose locally-

designed Rasch-based tests are devé]oped to combine the features of both CRTs and

NRTs.

Table 3 L Purposes of Standardized Testing

Norm-Referenced | Criterion-Referenced

Testing Purposes ‘Elementary Secondary Elementary Secondary
@ Program Evaluation . 24 23 10 9

8 Student Placement 18 17 9 . 9

@ Student Diagnosis 19 . 18 16 - 15

8 Remedial Class Assignment 17 16 10 10

8 Curriculum Revision 19 19 12 12

¢ Student Promotion ' 4 , 3 . 7 4

9 District-wideAchievement Progress 27 =~ ° 25 9 10

@ Need for Teacher In-Service 9 8 7 7

Training ’

—

The most common uses of the.norm referenced tests involve program evalua-

S

tion (including federal program assessment), assessment of district-wide achieve-

——————————

ment progress over time, curriculum ﬁevision,'énd\student diagnosis for individual

strengths and weaknesses. Criterion referenced tests are:\as\ong\Tight expect,

used mostly to evaluate curriculum and to diagnose students. Test ;;;DTTB\arg\\\\\\\\\\

-7- ~
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\.
used to some extent in evéry district for identifying the need for curriculum re- |
visipn. qut of the syStems\are ab]e to examine test results at the district,
regional, school, or C1Fssroom level to identify weak spots in-the curriculum or
in curriculum implementation. When curriculum revision is a major purpose for,
the testing, CRTs would seem tovbe especially useful because they can be spe- //

cifically designed to match curriculum objectives.

!

One of the mofe controversial purposes of tests 1ike CRT minimum competency
exams involves their uc» in.determining student promotion or graduation. Seven
districts use the results of NRTs to:help in the process of deciding whfch
students to promote, and 11 districts use the results of CRTs for the same purpose.
In almost all cases, the test results are only one factor, amongst many, in the: W

decision making process.

Minimum compefenéy exams aée also requirements for high school graduation in
twelve districts and will become mandatory for graduation in five others in three
years. - Th}ee years ago only six Council d1§tf1cts used those examé'as a graduation .
requirement. Obviously, the trend is toward éreater use of test results to deter- .
mine eligibility for graduation. 'In most of the districts with this requiremgnt,
students not péssiﬁg the exams do Hot or will n;t recéive diplomas. They will,
instead, reggive certificates of performance or atteﬁaance, lower grade diplomas,
letters of candidacy for’graduatioyﬁ or other similar forms of recognition. In
Detroit{ for instance, those not pass1ng the exams recieve"ﬁﬁéndorsed" diplomas.
In7ﬁ?gg;burgh, students who do not pass the exam afe placed in a remedial course
which/ﬁhey must pass to graduate. In addition, most districts with the graduation

'kéauirement begin giving students the MCTs as early as the 9th or 10th grade (see

table 5).




Table 4
. Grades Tested With Minimum Competency Exams

\ .

‘Elémentary Secondary Test Variables
- K-8 9-12 ' Producers Tested
Atlanta - ' 10 (or passing) State Reading, Math, Problem
' ~ Solving
Baltimore 1-8 9 (or until State and - .
passing) District ~ Reading, Math, Writing
Boston 2, 5, 8 or until passing State and
District Reading, Writing, Math
Buffalo 3, 6,8 9, 11 or 12 State Reading, Writing, Math
Chicago 8 “or until passing District Language Arts, Computation
and Problem Solving,
} : Life Skills -
Dade County 3,5, 8 10 (or until State Reading, Writing, Math; |
oo passing) Communications Skills :
Dallas 8 (or until =8 (or-until State and Cuts across all subject : ;
: passing passing) District areas--1ife skills e
Denver - 9 (or until District Math, Reading, Languagé'"w
. passing) , ”
Detroit ~ % v 4,7, 8 10 (or until State and Reading, Writing, Math~
f ' ~ passing) District
Long Beach’ 8 or until passing CTB McGraw- * Reading, Language, Spelling
Hill . Math .
Los Angeles 1-7 10 (or until District Reading, Computation,
SR passing) Writing
Memphis- - 9 (or until State ‘Math, Reading, Language, °
. passing) . Spelling
Milwaukee 8 9 (or until ETS Addison- Math, Language Skills,
: passing) Wesley Reading, Writing (District)
Nashville - 9 (or until State Math, Reading, Language,
passing) Spelling o
New Orleans 2, 3,7 10 (or until State Writing, Language Arts,
. : passing) Reading, Math-
New York City 3, 6, 8 9, 11 or 12 State Reading, Writing, Math
Norfolk ‘ - 10 (or until State and . Reading, Math, Social
. passing) District Studies
v : Qakland 3, 5,7 9 (or until District VReading, Math, Languagé
- passing)
Philadelphia - - 10 or until passing District Reading, Mathematics
Pittsburgh - °10 or until passing . ETS Addison- Readqng, Math
‘ : Wesley ! ‘
Portland 8 or until passing District Reading, Math, Language~
Usage
St. Louis 8 or unti]’passing State Reading, Language, Math,
' Government/Economics and
. others _
San francisco 3, 5,8 9 (or until District  Reading, Wrifing,-Math !
' passing) :
Seattle 3, 6 9 (or until District English, Reading, Math, .
) passing) Language, Life Skills .
“9a 4o o
ALa ‘ S
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Grade Levels and Skills Tested:

There appears_to be a great deal of consistency in the areas tested with
bo%h MCTs and NRTs. The focus of the MCTs is on the basic skills--reading,
writing, Mathematics and lapguage -arts. Twenty three of the districts assess
either reading, Mathematics or botH, 10 assess minimum writing skills, 12 examine
Janguage arts or communication skills, and three assess spelling abilities. The

extent to which the tests focus on so-called "survival skills" was not determined;

however, three districts speEﬁfTEa]]y'mentioned the assessment of "life skills".

A small number of districts also assess such areas as Social Studies, Government -

" and Economics, and Career Awareness. These MCTs are, for the most part, focused

on the secondary grades, with testing beginning in grades 9 or 10 and continued *

until passihg. “Twelve of the districts, howevér, have MCTs which also concen-

trate on the basic skills for elementary grades.

The focug of both NRTs and criterion-referenced tests (other than competency
tests) also appears to be upon basic reading, writing and arithmetic skills.
There seems to be:a greater tendency, however, to use the NRTs in the elementary

grades since the results are often used for diagnostic or ‘placement purposes.

Selection of Tests: 5 , /

/

1. Who Is Involved in Selection. This survey found egthéme1y wide variation

in who was ipvo]ved in'se]ecting commercially-published examsﬁ&nd in aaveloping
district tests. We foﬁnd that nfﬁe distric%é have standing teét review or develop-
ment committees. In the other districts, ad hoc committees are formed when it is
necessary to choose or design a new test. Seventeen of the districts mentioned

! /
specifically that research and evaluation personnel were involved in the review

-10-




State-designed

Table 5 .
Minimum Competency Tests

Graduation Req.

District-designed

Graduation Reg;_1

Atlanta

Yes Class of 1985 Yes Class of 1985
Baltimore Yes Class of 1982 Yes Yes
Boston Yes No Yes No
Buffalo Yes Class of 1982 No ---
Chicago No --- Yes Yes
Cleveland No -—-- No ---
Dade County Yes - " " No No -—-
Dallas Yes No - Yes Class of 1983
Denver. No - Yes Yes
Detroit No. -—-- Yes Qualified
‘Long Beach No - Yes "L Yes
Los Angeles No -—- Yes Yes
Memphis Yes Class of 1984 No No
Milwaukee No - Yes Yes
Minneapq]is No -—-- No ---
Nashville Yes Class of 1984 No —
New Orleans Yes . No No -—-
New York City - Yes Class of 1982 No ——-
Norfolk Yes Yes Yes Yes
Oakland No -—- Yes Yes
Philadelphia No --- Yes Yes
Pittsburgh No - Yes -
Portland No - —=- Yes Class of 1984
St. Louis Yes No No .-
San Francisco No No Yes Yes
Seattle No -—- Yes No
Toledo No --- No -
Washington, D.C. - - ——— No _—-

/‘/
-11-
17
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and/or development process, and thirteen indicated specifica1iy that their testing

spec1a1ists were part of the process. In addition, thirteen districts indicated

~that their curriculum_and personnel were involved. Eight other districts mentioned

the involvement of "academicsupervisors“or'ﬁnstructiona1consu1tants",'whjch im-
plies that there is widespread participation by curriculum-related central office

staff.

\\\ The involvement of bérsonne1 outside the central offi;e did not appear as
wide-spread, with the e*ception of teachers. Eighﬁeen districts 1nd1cated~that-
teaéQers vere active1y(1nvo1vea. Only eleven districts mentioned thét counselors
were >Qutine1y involved, and oniy eight indicated the active involvement of
principgis. Two other districts, however, cited the involvement of building level

staff, without specifying exactly who they were.

The participation of parents appears to be the weakest component in the
selection or development process. Only five districts specifically mentioned

parents being involved in the test selection process, and only four others men-

tioned some form of community involvement. In these four districts, parents may,

in fact, be acting as community representatives. We found only one district that
mentionad spedifically that.it involved students or student representatives in
the test selection or development process. In summary, then, it appears that al-
most all districts use either a standing committee or ad hoc committee process

in test specification, and that the majority of committee members are normally -

found in the central offices of the districts.

2. What Critéria for Test Selection Are Used. The criteria for the selec-’

tion of standardized tests also vary a great deal. Only seven of the 28 districts

indicated that they use pre-set criteria, ratings, or review forms in test selec-

tion. Nashville and.Los Angeles have indicated, however, that such formal criteria

-12-




are under development. Mcst of the districts stressed that criteria such as
Ymatch-ofZtest to the curriculum", “"representativesness of norming population”,
validity, reliability, and‘racia1 or gender bias consideraitons were used most
often, whether or\not formal procedures had been drawn up. A list of sample cri-

teria we found as sirt of this survey is found in table 6.
We also found}tnat very few districts have‘any formal policies for dealing "
with test pub]ishers. Thirteen districts stated simply that pab]tshed_are,
routinely invited to make presentations to test selection committees, and nine
others indicateo that specimen—tests“from publishers are periodicall reviewed
even when the publishers themselves are not involved. New York and Detroit are
the only districts that use a formal bidding process when purchastng tests from
commercia] pub]ishers. New York has a formal process that includes issuing RFPs
with technical specifications and a pre-bidder's conference. State law in Texas

requires bids to be subm1tted in Dallas, but the selection process usua]]y y1e1ds

a sole bid. HNew Or]eans often requests bids, and Dade County 1nd1cates that it

conducts negotiations. Most districts, however, stated that pr1ce considerations

were only one factor or not a factor at all in test selection.

Qur survey also found that on1y f1ve of the districts reported conduct1ng
pilot tests prior to the f1na1 selection &w new exams. In Ch1cago, the publishers
of tests under consideration are asked to pay for the costs of these pilot tests,
and two other districts specified that tésts were piloted after.final decisicn bot

before full district implementation.

3. How Test Items Are Developed. The Council districts appear to use two
_ - AN
‘procedures for developing individual items for their own tests. These tests can

be either criterion or norm-referenced. Most districts reiy,primari1y on teachers

and curriculum personnel to write items, and research/testing personnel to test the

N
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Table 6 Summary of Test,SeTeét%on Criteria

Descriptive Criteria

OO OO O

Relationship to curriculum
Availability of alternate forms
Range of grades available

Grade continuity

Short practice tests available

Technical Criteria

OO O0OOOO0O

Content validity

" Construct validity

Concurrent validity

Predictive validity

Reliability
Internal consistency
Freedom from racial and gender bias

Test Administration

.0
0
0
-0

Training required to administer
Clarity of instructions

Ability to sustain student interest
Ease of recording answers

Test Resu1ts

0
0

Scor1ng gase
Existing data bank Y

Cost of Tests

[ NeNeNa N

[eoNoNoNol

[

[ Ne Nen)

Format

Comprehensiveness

Range of performance ava11ab1e
Length

Durability of test booklets

norming population

Sequencing of items

Sufficient items to measure ski

Appropriateness for placement
and testing

Ease of implementation for

functional level testing

Administrative usability
Adequate manual
Time required

Types of scores provided

-14-
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items' technicat specifications; In soﬁe cases,‘the districts may use item banks
or pools set up byvtest publishers or by regional labs. Portland and Seattle,

for 1nstaneeg occasiona]%y use an item pool developed by the Northwest Evaluation
Association, Oak1and‘somet%mes Qses the NIE Natjonal Education Assessment pool,

and occasionally uses test publishers existing item banks for which a royalty must

be paid, and Atlanta may draw from the Atlanta Assessment Project pool.

Technical Specifications:

3

This Survey found that fearly all districts use some criterion for assuring

‘test validity. For the most part, the districts assume content validity for the

tests that they deve]op/and key to the cur%itg1um. As we indicated %efore, many

of the district-designed tests are deve]oped to assess curricu]um strengths and
weaknesses, and that curr1cu1um and subject matter spec1a11sts are involved in
preparing test items ‘that are re]ated to curr1cu1um objectives. The assumption

is made that thé pé%cess of test development is an assurance of content-valid
items. We found onty one district, Port]andz that uses a type of criterion valid-

ity to assess its instruments. Again, Portiand uses a mix of both norm and cri-

terion referencing in its test development.

A1l districts that .develop their own tests use a variety of procedures for
assuring the reliability of the exams. We fbdnd that this process is a continu~

ous one in the sense that the districts conduct reliability studies on a fairTy

‘regqular basis. In add1t1on, the districts appear to use a two- step process when

designing their own tests to assure that racial, cultural and gender bias has
Xrﬁxr

been exc]uded The first step is normally at the item-design phase; when each

item is written, it is reviewed for bias by test comm1ttee members cons1st1ng of

male and female members of various ethnic backgrounds. The second step involves
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detailed item ana]yses.for each racial or gender grouping when the exams are

pilot tested. "Not all districts, however, use both steps.

In Cleveland, where the school district does not design its own tests, one
-~commercially-published exam will be tested for bias using a Logist Test procedure.

‘ In Detroit, the district has had publishers change items when bias was detected.

Administration of Tests: ' o
; : A\
N

1. How Students Are Sampled. With few exceptions, we found in this surve%

3

that all students in all designated grades are given standarddzed norm-referenced
or criterion-referencedﬂtests. No sampling plans are generally used when tests
are administered The exceptions are found inthe California cities and in Milwalkee.
.f{” California, one state test is administered using a matrix sampling procedure
_and in Milwaukee, students are serially sampled for grade 12 testing. The only
other exceptions occur with the periodic testing for special education e1asskoom

placement.

2. How Test Security Is Assured. The extent to which the Great City o

Schoo1s take steps to’aSSUre the security of their tests also varﬂes. The most:
/;common procedure involves storing the tests in central off1ces or warehouser

These tests are generally sent to the schoo]s JUSt prior to test adm1n1strat1on
- and neturned 1mmed1ate]yvafterwards, Some type of inventory process is usua]]y

established to count testls before and after administration. ' : ;-

.Once tests are in the schoo1s, their security normally becpmes the responsi-
bility of principals, counselors, or designated building test coordinators.
Baltimore and Dallas mentioned that random‘samp1e observation is conducted during

test administration, and in Minneapolis, school counselors monitor the test-giving

k‘“" : o o | R . o~ T
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process. In New York, the Inspector General's office often observes test security
measures in schpols and will either recommend punative measures or demand the use

of alternative forms if violations are found.

3. Which Students Are Exempted. The trend in the Great City schools
appears to be to test all students who are able to be tested or who may benefit
from testing. This trend applies to norm-referenced tests, criterion-referneced

tests, and minimum competency tests. The exceptions involve special education

-

‘students and limited-English-proficient students. Most districts have or are

taking steps to accommodate students with various physical handicaps. Large.
print and Brai]Te versions of tests are now available in most districts, and
orthopedically handicapped students normally are administered tests in special

individual sessions if academic testing is warranted. ' |

Also, most districts require students to take and pass minimum competency
exams in English, ever when passage.is a graduation requirement. LEP students are
excused in Boston on an individual basis, wh11e'exemption‘in Seattle andle1waukee
is a function of a student's Eng1ish language broficiency. Both Milwaukee and
Detroit.wi11 éxempt foreign born studenté'who have been in the country for less
than a specified time. ‘New York and Buffalo now give their state's Math minimum
cdﬁpefentyjéxams which.hagipeen trans1atgd into 22 1angques, and New York City
has a procedure to allow wrﬁting samples tolbe takén in a student's native lan-

guage. Portland is the only other district we know of that is currently planning

to translate its Math tests into different languages.

The only other éxemptions we identified were in New York, Buffalo, and
Boston. 1In the first two, students with high scores on CEEBs and ACTs are exempt
from the state minimum competency tests, and students in Boston who entered the

system after grade ten aré also exempt from state-wide tests.
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School
System

Atlanta
Baltimore

Boston

Buffalo

Chicago

Dade County

Dallas

Denver

Detroit

Long Beach

'Memphis

Los Angeles

Table 7

Policies for Special Students

.Mentally
Handicapped
Students

-exempt from tests

level three & above

... students exempt

must meet IEP
standards

alternative tésting
methods

must take tests for
diagnosis if IEP
specifies

EMR, TMR, PMR exempt
unless parents request

students w/special
education class exempt

not required to take
test unless diploma
desired

optional

must meet [EP stan-
dards

Adaptations
for Physically
Handicapped
Students

NEP/LEP
Students

Tlarge print
none

must meet IEP
standards

adaptations made
on individual
basis

must follow IEP

Braille, large
print, other
adaptations

no policy
no policy

Brailie, large
print, oral ad-
ministration

/ .
adaptation$ for
blind and hard
pf,hearing

must meet IEP st@n—“wmﬁ[langempninf,

dards

/,

“exempt unless student

/ oral adminis-

tration
large print,

" must take tests

in English

must pass tests
in English
determined on
individual
basis

Math in 22
languages

must pass tests
in English

must pass in

English

.tesfs must be

passed in
English

‘must pass tests

in English

NEP/LEP 4n
countiry less
than one year
exempt

must pass tests
in English

must pass tests
in English

must pass tests

Other
Students -

no other students .
exempt o

no other students
exempt T

students entering
system after grade
10 exempt

High scores on
CEEB and ACT exempt

no other studenté
exempt

some émotiona]]y
handicapped exempt

-no other studenfs

exempt

no other students
exempt

no other students
exempt

no other students
exempt

no other students

" exempt

no other students

requests special accom- in English exempt
modations for
orthopedically X
handicapped
, (cont'd)
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School
____ System

Milwaukee

Nashville

New Orleans

- New York City

» Norfolk
Oakland

Philadelphia

Portland

v+ St, Louis

“Seattle

-

San Francisco

Mentally
Handicapped
Students

TMR, EMR, LD exempt
from tests

exempt unless stu-
dent requests

must meet IEP
standards

alternative test1ng
methods

special provisions
made

must meet IEP stan-

+ dards

those in self- .
contained classes ex-
empt

/
¢

AY

any student who caﬂ
take tests under nor-
mal conditions

must meet IEP
standards

exemption depends on
teacher judegment

Adaptations
for Physically
Handacapped

Students °®

NEP/LEP
Students

none

large print,
special accom-
modations for
orthopedically
handicapped

no policy

adaptations
made individual
basis

large print,
some individual

individual de-
termination

" teacher dis-

cretion on means

~ of administra-

tion

being planned

must meet IEP
standards

Braille, large
print, taped
tests

adaptations made

as well as
those iden-
tified as LEP
under set
procedures
described by
Taw

must pass in
English

exempt upon
request

Math in 22 lan-
guages, writing
in native lan-
guage

must péss in
English’

must pass test
in English

must pass read-
ing tests in
English, Math
available in
Spanish

" Math being de-

veloped in other
languages

no policy

exemption func-
tion of oral

proficiency score

must pass tests
in English

Other
Students

no other students
exempt

no oiher students
exempt

no other students,

- exempt

high scores on CEEB
and ACT exempt

.

no other students
exempt

no other

students
exempt

no other

students.
exempt '

-~

no other students

exempt:

no other
exempt

studenté

no other students

exempt

EMR-Educable Mentally Retarded; TMR-Trainable Menta]]y Retarded; PMR- Profound]y Mentally Re-
tarded; LD-lLearning Disabled

i
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4/ Training for Test Administration. A11 districts in this survey appearéd

aware of the need for faculty/adm1n1strator training in test adm1n1strat1on The
extent to wh1ch such training occurs, however, seems to b; a funct1on of staff v
t1me'and resources, which are usually in short supply in the cities. Fifteen of
the districts indicated that in-ser?icé\training of test administrators was pro-

vidod by central district personnelrwgln«most cases, central office staff conduct

'\

workshops for designated bu11d1ng test coordinators who, in turn, are responsible
for faculty training. In other districts, tra1n1ng is the responsibility of
counselors or test coordinators. The frequency of the training also varies. In

severa] districts, training occurs annually but may be atterided only by new tea-

’ chers Training occurs in other districts only when new tests are introduced,

when a request is made, or staff is available for such sessions.

5. Student Preparation for Tests. Almost all of the Council's districts in-

dicated that students are not routinely prepped to take standardized tests.

Cleveland, Oakland, and St. Louis are the only districts that indicated that indi- -

vidual schools run voluntary, supplgmental pfogréms outside of regular c1a$sr66h
work to prepare students for tests. St. Louis, however, actiQely discourages the
procedure. Seattle is now field-testing the Random House Program, ”Scoring?High
on fhe CAT", making that district the only one we krow of that is making such an
effort. Dallas and Washington, D.C. prepare students on how to_ take tgsts but not
for speci%?c exéms. The Dallas Testing‘and Informatioh staff have prepared a skit
which they perform in schools and at PTA meetings on how to take tests, and tea-

chers in Washington have written a handbook called "Moving Up to Success in Test-

Taking" for use in the classroom.
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Management of Test Data:

17 How Test Data Are Kept. Most districts, 18 in all, maintaﬁn'separate’%‘ o

test data and student record files, although several districts have the capacity

to merge'fTTéE}CEi student I.D. numbers. In only four districts, the student and
test data bases are identical, that is, all test data are recorded on student
records. Two districts maintaiﬁ both a student data béée with test information
and a separate test data base. Two other districts indicated that current-year
test results-are recorded on the student data base, but that each year's entry
automatically deletes the previous entfy. Only two districts indicated that no
formal test data base is maintained. Fifteen d%stricts, in all, specified that

their data base consisted only of results from NRTs; in three districts only

CRT data are kept; and in all others, both types of data are recorded.

2. How Data Can Be Analyzed. Because testing is done on a district-wide

basis, all distficfs'are capable of analyzing test results at that level, and

almost a]]yare capab]e:o% producing test results by school. Nineteen districts
either generate analyses by gendér or have the capacity to do so, seventeen can
analyze data by race, eight by language or language status, and three districts

reported the capacity to analyze data indirectly by SES. In addition, twenty one

districts reported that longitudinal test data are maintained, but twelve of them
noted that such data could be obtained only by accessing individual student re-
sults. 0n1y three of the districts reported that they do not keep Tongitudinal

data.

o

3. Student Records and Test Results. We found in this survey that only

one district does not record test information on student records. In all other
districts, notations of some nature are made regarding the results of NRT or CRT
exams. Generally, school administrative personnel, principals, teachers,
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counselors, and parents have access to these records. Ten districts permit stu-

dent access to individual f11es by request or appointment; but in four d1str1cts,

students must have reached the age of maJor1ty before they are given access to

~ their records .

‘ 4. How Test Results Are‘Reported. In addition to internal reports, most

districts release information on.test scores directly to the public or indirectly

/
through the Board of Education.

We also found that almost every district hakes an effort to assure that
teachers receive assistance with the interpretation of test results. The pri-
mary mechinisms for this purpose are in-service workshops, programs or staff
meetings in 18 districts. Ten districts reported that they provide written as-
sistance which, in some cases, is in addition to workshops, and in others the
primary mechanism. Three districts responded that the type of assistance given™

faculty is a local school option.

Seventeen school districts send parents written reports which, in addition
to test results, contain information designed to assist with interpretation and
understanding of the results. Assistence is also offered in 13 districts'at
parent-teacher conferences‘whi1e six districts work with variuus parent groups

Portland and San Franc1sco have manuals/brochures for parents and St. Lou1s is R—

e j

in the process of preparing one. Four d1str1cts responded that’ ass1stance with
test result-interpretation for parents is a 1oca1 school option while three dis-

tricts send no test results home.

P R

5. Who Is Responsible for Testing Programs. In 25k0f the districts, the

departments that have the responsiblity for research and evaluation are inde-

pendent organizationally from departments having responsibi1tty for curriculum
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and instruction. Responsibility for test administration is currently located

in departments of research and evaluation in 19 of these districts. In five

" districts, curriculum and instruction divisions or testing offices withiﬁ
these divisions have responsibility for testvadministration. In Chicago, re-
sponsibi]itx is split between Research and Evaiuation (NRTs and Proficiency
exams) and Curricﬁ]um (CRTs). In three districts, the research and evaluation i
functions of the system fall under a division of curriculum for the purposes

of testing.

Results of Testing:

1. Setting Cutoff Scores for Passing Tests. In the districts that cur-

rently administer competency exams and for which passage is relevant, there is
great variance in how cutoff scores were determined.“’No two districts psed'
exactly the same procedures. In seven districts, eentral offiee administratﬁve
personnel were solely responsible. In eight districts, school level personhel.
(primarily teachers) were involved in the process.in addition to central office
personnel. In six of these eight districts, community members and/or parents

were also involved.

- -Very 1itt1e information regarding standards was provided to us. In Portland,
the standardeaﬂbﬁted by the Board of Education is a 9th grade national equivalent,
and Ba]timofe has a presumption of 9th grade functional skills. ~In St. Louis,

which uses a state- des1gned minimum competency test the standard is based on ma-

ter1a15 which shou]d have been presented by 6th or 7th grade

Because of the diversity of tests used for minimum competency, no general-

jzations can be made regardjng.cutoff scores. Although Pittsburgh and Milwaukee

uses the same commerciflly published norm-referenced test as a minimum competency
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test, each used different procedures to determine cutoff scores and have dif-
ferent baseline figures. In those districts which administer state-designed
minimum competency tests, standards and cutoff scores were set by the state.

Boston, which sets its own, subject to state approval, is the only exception.

Comparable data on Competencyiﬁest rates were impossible to obtain. Some
distficts tests aré still in the prd%ess of modification or early implementation
and no figures aré available. 1In other districts, pass rates -for all grades
tested were averaged. It appears, however, that on repeated testing that nearly

all students pass the MCTs by the end of their twelth grade year.

N
\,

2. ’What Requirements Are for Remedial Work. The retaking of tests,howeVer,
is not necessarily the main reason for such high passing rates by the twelfth.

grade. Twenty districts have policies for mandatory remedial work when students

¥
4

fail tests or score below minimally acceptable levels. 'Ln eight districts en-
o / : ‘ ;
rollment in remedial courses or summer school is automatic. In the remaining

elever districts, remedial work in various formats is mandatory. Six districts

have policies whereby remedial assistance isiavailable at the student's option.

N

Only three districts with minimum competency ‘tests have no policy, although

{
1

remedial assistance is available if requested. | i

|

~

Assistance in the regular classroom and enrollment in remedial coursés’are)
the prihary mechanisms through which assistance is provided students. 'Eigﬁfeen
districts also provide students with tutorial assistance, 18 have”ékﬁ11s fabs and
ten run before/after school drop-in programs. However; those three’maywnpt'be

available in all schools for all students in every case. Remedial work is also

"available in summer school in ten districts. Eight districts-develop individual

remedial plans or materials for students to use at home or in the classroom.
-24-
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Court Action on Testing:

As far as we could tell in this survey, no legal action has been taken

against any of the Great City SChooL:districts for the use 6%”min%ﬁhﬁvc6mpé£éﬁéyw

or other tests. The Florida staté minimum competency test which is administered

_in Dade County has been chal}eﬁbed, but the case is still pending.

Costs of Testing:

‘ Seventeen districts pay all costs of their student assessment programs.
This includes five districts which administer state minimum competency tests.

In the other districts which have state minimum competency tests, the state pays

most.- costs for these tests. Three districts noted that the state pays costs of

one or more mandated tests.

. " kkkdhkkhkkkhkkkhhkhkkkhkkhkhhk

We should give some recognition at this point to the fact that testing is

not the only way, or even the most successful way, to assess student performance.

The progress of the schools can be measured in terms which deal with attendance,
lTevels of violence and crime, teacher turnover or burnout, dropout r?tes, and a
host of other variables, some quantifiable and many-nog. Again, the'purpose of
this report was not to judge the adequacy of the testing in our member districts
but to prévide detailed infofmation to them on é topic that absorbs a great deal

of their resources and shapes a good many of their programs.
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ATLANTA
The district currently uses standardized commercial norm-referenced
achievement tests and state-developed criterion-referenced tests. State and
district-designed minimum competency tests are now being field tested and will
go into effect as a graduation requirement for the 1985 graduating class.

PURPOSE OF TESTING

At the elementary and secondary levels, NRTs are used for:

program evaluation

placement of students

diagnosis of individual student strengths/weaknesses
placement of students in remedial classes

assessment of need for curriculum revision

measurement of district-wide achievement progress
determination of the need for teacher in-service training

CRTs are used at elementary and secondary levels for:

® diagnosis of individual student strengths/weaknesses

® assessment of the need for curriculum revision

8 measurement of district-wide achievement progress

@ determination of the need for teacher in-service training

NRT results are also used for the evaluation of federal programs. The
district matches test objectives to the curriculum. If test results indicate areas
of weakness, work is done to reinforce the curriculum.

/ S
SELECTION OF TESTS

Tests are selected by ad hoc ommittees formed when a decision to con- ¢
sider new tests is made. The committee is generally comprised of resource personnel, -
curriculum coordinators, counselors, research assistants and teachers...Specimens °
are requested from publishers and presentations made to the committee. Specimens
are also sent to a stratified sample of schools for review and trial. The final de-
cision was based on 18 criteria and feedback from the schools. A copy of the cri-
teria is available at the CGCS.

~ When dnsigning jts own tests, items can be selected from the Atlanta Assess-
ment Project, which is a state funded item pool, if they match Tocal curriculum objec-
tives. ’

TECHNICAL INFORMATION

The validity and reliability of the competency tests is in the process of being
determined as part of the pilot testing. Pilot test results are also being examined
~"to determine if test items contain cultural, racial.or gender bias. Item analyses .
with comparative outcomes of various groups are being conducted.
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ADMINISTRATION OF TESTS
. ! g \ .

A1l students 1in a11\schoo1s are tested in the students' schools. The
tests are mailed out from a centra] warehouse several days prior to administra-
tion to test contact persons in each school who are responsible for test security.
A1l tests must be returned. :

Research Assistants ass1gned to each school conduct workshops on test
adm1n1strat1on and interpretation of scores. :

Some special education and handicapped students are exempt from tests.
However, it is recommended that all students take tests if possible. The state has
large print tests available for vision impaired students but no special accommoda-
tions are made for limited or non-English proficient students.

MANAGEMENT OF TEST DATA

The district has a test data base for the C.A.T. The state provides”the
district with class rosters, information pertaining to mastery or non-mastery of -
objectives for students and for grade 10 students, scaled scores and state percen-
tile. .

State test result reports for eacii student, school and the district as a
whole are sent to the Division-of Research and Evaluation. These are then forwarded
to principals, teachers~@nd counselors.” Research and Evaluation compiles the results
for the administration, .comparing outcomes to previous adm1n1strat1ons and other
reference groups. ‘ :

Assistance is given to teachers on test result interpretation in workshops
but the state provides reports which are well done and almost completely
self-explanatory. The report to parents is in an easy-to-understand narrative.
Parents can also discuss results during parent-teacher conferences.

Test data are printed on gummed labels attached to student records.
One copy of the individual student report is also attached to the records. “budents, yd
parents and persons responsible for instruction have access to the records. R
The research department and curriculum and instruction department are<
separate units but representatives from each work together .on .eams for development.
Research, Evaluation and Data processing is responsible for test administration.

TEST RESULTS

The state is presently in the process of deve1op1ng standards and cutoff
scores for the minimum competency test. It has a contract with Georgia State
University to develop tests and recommend standards. .The final decision will be
made by the State Legislature. Al1l data and decisions are reviewed by the state
Student Assessment Adv1sory Council which, however, is advisory only. They do not
make decisions or give approval.
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ACHIEVEMENT TESTS (ATLANTA)

NRT/

g Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Grade Name of Designed Aveas Metric When Forms Norms -
| Tested Test by Whom Tested or UM* Given CRT Used Used _General Purposes
K California CTB/McGraw- Pre-Reading Scaled April NRT Form C National To assess achievement
Achievement Hill Math Score :
Test NCE
Percen-
tiles
1 California CTB/McGraw- Reading, Math All of April NRT Form C National To assess achievement
Achievement Hil above :
Test plus grade
~equiva-
lents
2,1 California CcTB Reading, Math, " April NRT Form C National To assess achievenent
Achicvement HcGraw- Language,
Test Spelling
4-11 California " Reading, Math, Al} of April NRT Form C National - To assess achievement
Achievement Language, above
Test Spelling, plus grade
Reference equiva-
Skills lents
-4
{
C.) ™
P )
g5
Q
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MINIMUM COMPETENCY TESTS (ATLANTA)

Grade Name of Designeal Areas Metric When NRT/ Forms Norms , -
| Tested Test by Whom | Tested or UM* Given CRT Used Used General Purposes
’ - ——————— e - A=
/ .
4, 8 Georgia State Reading, Master M \ _ . R
4 s s y or farch CRT - ——— To determine mastery or non
Criterion Math, Career Develop- non-mastery; mastery of specific objectives
Referenced ment percent of
Test students .
passing - ,
each objec-
tive
10 Georgia -
Basic - . ) . 1
Skills Test State Reading, Scaled March CRT -—- - To identity students who have
Math, Problem Solving Score {1ater not mastered objectives for re-
- - also medial assistance: +111 be gpadu-
October) ation requirement starting school
. year 1982-83 s
/
/
RIS
I
- ‘ I‘l
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Students who fail minimum competency tests will automatically receive
remedial assistance in various formats which are now being developed. The district
will pay for all remedial work although some funds may be available from the State.

Test scores are not a factor in promotion decisions but as of the class
of 1985, students must pass the minimum competency test to graduate even if all
other requirements have been satisfied. Students will have a number of opportunities
to pass the test but if they do not, a certificate of attendance will be awarded in
place of a regular diploma. ‘ '

The state covers all costs of the Georgia Basic Skills Test but the dis-
trict must pay all other test costs including those of the state mandated Life
Coping Skills Test which the district is presently developing.

For further information on Atlanta's student assessment program, contact:

eI

Dr. CaroleS. McCarson , P
Division of Research and Evaluation , L N
210 Pryor Street, S.W. }

Atlantay; GA 30335 :

Phone: (404) 659-3381
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BALTIMORE ’

The district uses standardized achievement tests pub11shed by commercial
testing serV1ces and both state-designed and district-designed minimum competency

tests. \ ?7=§\
i

PURPOSES OF TESTING

Both, Niﬁi and CRTs are used at e1emem£ary and secondary levels:
\ | -
for program evaluation

for placement of students

for diagnosis of individual student strengths/weaknesses

to place students in remedial classes |

to assess the need for curriculum revision '\ =
to promote students from one grade to another ‘ :
to measure district-wide achievement progress |

_ In addition, CRTs are used at the elementary and secondary levels "to d%termune the
“:.need for teacher in-service training. Results are used in the eva]uat}on -of federal
programs.

» Both NRTs and CRTs are referenced against the curriculum. Item ana]ysis of
test results are sent to schools where curriculum modification may be undertaken in
necessary areas.

'SELECTION OF TESTS

The district has no standing test review committee. When necessary, test
selection is conducted by personnel from the Office of Testing and Evaluation who
~draw on curriculum specialists from the elementary and seédndary diwvisions. The Deputy
Superintendent in charge of the Bureau of Educational Support Services also has input
into the selection process and final approval.

The participants in the selection process review test specimens and material
descriptions with an emphasis on test match to curriculum and assurance that the tests =
have been standardized for urban populations. ~Publishers are also invited to do pre-
sentations. Materials are sent to instructional personnel for review and the tests
are piloted. The se]ect1on is not firm until the p11ot test is comp]ete and the data
from the pilot has been analyzed and reviewed. qCompet1t1ve bids are not received;

‘'cost is not the main selection criterion. .

When des1gn1ng jts own tests, the instructional division(s) are asked-to
review behavioral objectives, scope and depth of the test, and to generatée a pool of
items measuring each behavioral objective. The jtems are reviewed, revised to appro- .
priate format, and piloted. Results and technical data are examined for validity and
to assure that they are not out of line with preceding test difficulty criteria.
‘ /’___,,.,,.\'

TECHNICAL INFORMATION ® .

The distirct uses a number of measures to determine the reliability of its
distggct-designed CRTs incTuding reliability coefficients KR20 and KR21, item
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correlations, distractor information, discrimination indexes, Rasch score calibra-

tions, and T-tests fit to Rasch. i

The* district relies on content and curriculum validity through the item-
developed process and examines sub-samples to determine consistency.

Racial and gender bias is removég through the use of item and distractor
analysis with group comparisons. }

ADMINISTRATION OF TESTS

A11 students in all schools are tested and all testing is conducted in the

 students'--schools. The district's terminal proficiency tests are stored and inven-

toried at the Office of Testing and Evaluation. They are sent 'to building test
coordinators prior to administration. The test coordinators are responsible for test
security in the schools and the inventory and return of tests. Random sample obser-
vation during test administration is also conducted. The non-terminal proficiency
tests are stored in schools under lock and key. The writing test is revised annually.

Special education students classified above level three (self-contained
classrooms and higher) are currently exempt from proficiency tests but will be includ--
ed in the future. Bilingual students must pass all tests in English.

Training on test administration is givegn to faculty by test coordinators %
who may be principals or senior teachers experienced in testing. An instructional .
manual is also available.

MANAGEMENT OF TEST DATA

results are made available to parents.

The district has no integrated test data base. The test data are stored bi-
annually, test-by-test. Current and historical test data for individual students can
be constructed and retrieved via.student identification number. The district does
have a separate student-data base, and is planning to install a micro-computer system
which wi]lfﬁermTf’Tﬁdividua1 teachers to access test data for planning purposes.

=
Currently, the district generates numerous analyses which include Rasch
scores, summary statistics (SAS package), class lists, grade summaries, building
reports, and regional and system-wide status reports. The data base allows for analy-.
ses by school, gender, race, language, and indirectly by SES. In addition to reports
to teachers, principals, and administrators, the district also produces reports for
any specially funded projects as well as Board of Superintendent reque§ted/;tudies.

Teachers receive item aﬁa]yses of each student's proficiency test results
for diagnosis. Staff from the testing office will go out and present programs on
test result interpretation. Programs are also given at PTA meeting. Proficiency test

A1l test scores are printed on gummed labels and attached-to étudent'records

to provide individual historical data. Teachers and principals h@ve access to these .
records on a need-to-know basis. Parents and students also have jaccess upon request.




ACHIEVEMENT TESTS (BALTIMORE)

Grade Name of DesTgned Areas Metric When NRT/ Forms Norms -
Tested Test by Whom Tested or UM* Given CRT Used Used General Purposcs 3
Pre-K .. Boehm Test Psych Corp Raw Score Sept/ NRT Form A Publisher Placement of students; to mea-
% Basic of Percentile Oct sure student progress-Title I
Concepts Apr/May \ schools
K Boehm Test of Psych Corp Percentile Sept/Oct ‘wRT’ Form B Publisher Placement of students; to measure
Basic Concepts Scaled Apr/May . student progress-Non-Title |
Score \ schools
K Metropolitan Psych Corp " " NRT Form J$ Publisher Title I schools only, to measure
Pre-Primer : student progress, placement of .
: . students a
2 -California CTB/McGraw- Reading, Math, Grade Nov (Pre) NRT Form C Publisher To measure system-v ide progress/
Achievement HERR! Language Equivalent May (Post) diagnosis of indiv ugl students,
Test . school ranking, determination of
target schools' individual pupil
profiles oo
3,.5, California " " * " NRT Form € Publisher - "
8 Achievement
Test
9 " . " " " NRT Form € Publisher Title 1
‘!
|
. ¢
Y]
O
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MINIMUM COMPETEN§¥/TESTS (BALTIMORE)

/
/

Genera)_Purposes

‘ *As part of Project Basic, the State Competency Program, competency tests

e Math}; -Spring 1983 —{(Hrtting)s-Spring—1983 (Life-Skills)} .

in Mathematics, Writing, and Life Skills.

Curriculum assessment,
placeiment of students, diagnosis of ~

1f students
do not pass terminal test in grade 9,

year through grade 12, after place-
ment in remedial class until passed.

Same as above except

Writing

To identify stbdents needing remedial
help. District graduation require-

[ Grade Nane of Designed Areas Metric 7 When NRT/ — Forms Norms T T
Tested Test by Whom Tested or UM*  Given CRT Used Used L
1-9 Proficiency District Writing Percent Apr il CRT Purposes:
Test in items :
Writing correct students, instructional services,
i graduation requirement.
tests may be re-taken twice each
.-
3-8 Proficiency Distrigf Math Percent April CRT Putposes
Test in . items N terminal test is in grade 8.
Hath correct ’
3.9 Proficiency District Reading Percent April CRT ?gtposes: Same as i
. Test items
in ReaZing correct
749 Haryland Func- State " Reading Percent Oct
tional Reading : jtems
Test correct ment since 1979. State requlrement

as of Class of '82

Effective Dates:

September 1982
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The district has maintained a test file back to the 1960s. Historical test
data, by student, have been maintained since Fall 1977 but must be accessed by test.

The Research Department and Curriculum and Instruction are independent, but
assignments are carried out in consultation. Proficiency testing, state testing and
achievement testing are administered by the Office of Testing and Evaluation.

The standards for passing the district's minimum competency tests were set
by the Superintendent, the Board of Education, personnel form Secondary and Elementary
divisions and the Operational Cabinet which is composed of the Super1ntendent Deputy
Superintendents, Regional and Assistant Superintendents, and division heads. A deter-
mination of reasonable scores based on assessment of results was made taking into
consideration legal implications. When test results show that students are reaching
minimal competency at the 90% level on a specific objective, it is up-graded to match
the average level of competency. The cut-off on the district's proficiency tests is
70% and on the state test 80%.

Failure on the district's proficiency tests is a signal that remedial support
must be provided. This support is available in the -regular c1assroom, in remedial
courses, in summer school, through tutorial assistance, and in skills labs. If a stu-
dent fails'a terminal prof1c1ency test, enrollment in a remedial course, which substi-
tutes for an elective at the secondary level, is automatic. The d1str1ct pays for all
remedial work.-

Proficiency test results are a factor in promotion decisions. All retention
decisions are reviewed by a school board committee which also takes into consideration
teacher reports, classroom performance, and the number of times previously retained.
The same considerations apply to placement for remedial work.

Students must pass the district competency tests in reading, Mathematics,
and writing to graduate, even if all other requirements have been satisfied. No spe-
cial diplomas or certificates are given to those who do not pass. Students are not
required to leave school and may also return to take tests.

Minimum achievement levels are specified by both the district and the state,
but no legal actions have been taken against the district for the use of test since
the policy was established in 1978-1979. .

The state provides the state test materials but does not pay for computer or
personnel costs associated with these tests. Except for Title I, all other costs of
the student assessment program are paid for by the district.

For further information on Baltimore's student assessment program, please

" contact:
Mr. Jacob Schuchman, Coordinator or Mr. Leonard Granick, Director
Office of Proficiency Testing Office of Testing & Evaluation
Baitimore Public Schools Baltimore Public Schools
2330 St. Paul Street, 2nd Flr. o School 79-Portable
Baltimore, Maryland 21218 2801 N. Dukeland Street
: Baltimore, Mary]and 21216
Phone: (301) 396-7475 Phone: (301) 396-0366
-36-
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BOSTON

/ The district uses standardized achievement tests pub]ishéd by a commer-
cial testing service and both state and district-designed minimum competency tests,

PURPOSES OF T% TNG

The district's commercially published NRT's are used primarily to measure
district-wide achievement progress and for Title I placement.” Another NRT is used
for placement of students in the district's J'exam" high schools. One commercially -
published CRT is currently used for diagnosis of individual student strengths and
weaknesses. Another GRT is also used as part of ‘the district's minimum competency
testing. NRT test results are used in the evaluation of federal programs.

The tests were chosen on the basis of their relevance to the curriculum.
The relationship between the student assessment program and curriculum improvement
efforts lies at the individual teacher level. Teachers receive test results, de- ’
termine students' needs and modify instruction accordingly.

SELECTION OF TESTS

v Tests are selected by ad hoc committees consisting of central, district
and school level personnel. The committee determines the selection policies and
criteria. Test specimens are examined for their relationship to the curriculum and
with regard to reliability, validity and representativeness of the norming popula-
tion. Bids are not sought on an annual basis. i

Item banks or pools are not curkent]y used in the district since the only
district-designed test is a writing test. Teachers are asked to recommend topics
students can write about for this test. )

TECHNICAL INFORMATION

When topics are suggested for the district-designed writing test, they
are screened to assure that cultural, racial, and gender biases are excluded. The
tests are scored holistically. Raters take into account the mechanics of writing
(e.g., grammar, spelling, and punctuation), as well as theme development.

The district uses inter-rater reliability to assure that the evaluation
of student writing tests is dccurate and consistent. Two trained readers evaluate
each test. If there is a discrepancy greater than one point between the two evalu-
ations, the evaluation is reviewed.

ADMINISTRATION OF TESTS

Cufrently, all studenté in Grades 1 through 11 in all schools are tested
with an NRT in reading, and in Grades 4, 6, and 9 in math, although there is some
discussion of sampling plans in the future. A1l testing is conducted in the stur

dents' schools.
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-tests on%tape by test and student. The Information Systems Development department

-~ ~Numbered tests and pre-coded answer sheets are-sent to school principals -
who are responsible for their‘security in the schools. Workshops on test procedures
are held at a central location for building test coordinators. They, in turn, train
faculty members with the emphasis on new teachers.

Exemption of special edusation-and limited English proficient students
from state tests is determined by teachers on an individual basis. The general rule
is to test as many students as possible when appropriate. The CTBS Espanol 1is '
available for Spanish-speaking students and the M.A.T. is available in large print .
for vision-impaired students. The physically handicapped are assisted on an indivi-
dual basis on the M.A.T. with methods appropriate to their needs. '

MANAGEMENT OF TEST DATA

The district maintains test results from all achievement and competency

maintaing the test data base with test results keyed to student indentification
number. | The Department of Implementation maintains the student data base which
has perspnal data on students. The capacity thereby exists to merge data from the
two déb#gtméﬁté“tb’perfdrm additional test score analyses. ' .

by grages in inqividua1-sbhoo1s, by subdistricté and for the system. Percentiles,,
grade /equivalents, and stanines are reported by grade and race for each level. The
data base also-allows for analyses by gender.

/J. In addition to individual student scores, the data base aggregates scores

A summary report showing grade equivalent units and comparisons by year
are sent to the press and District Advisory Counci]s (parent groups). ‘

Teachers receiveé training on interpretation of test result printouts from
the ICRT through in-service workshops. Parents receive written reports stating
whether or not students met standards on the ICRT, and they may meet with teachers
for information during the schools' open house.

Only the results from the M.A.T. are recorded on labels placed on stu-
dents' permanent records. State competency test results are only on temporary
records. School level personnel, parents, and students have access to the records
upon request. No longitudinal data have been developed but the tapes to do so do
exist. :

Currently, the district has no research or testing department, although
the system is presently undergoing structural changes. Proposed plans include the
placement of testing and evaluation under the supervision of the Deputy Superinten-
dent of Curriculum and Instruction. At present, test administration is the respon-
sibility of the Office-of Curriculum and Competency.

3

TEST RESULTS

Standards for passing both the district-designed and state minimum com-
petency tests were set by a steering committee of teachers, parents and community
representatives. The standards set by the committee were subject to state approval.
In reading, students in Grade 2 must score 60 correct out of 70 items, and 24 out
of 34 in math. In Grade 5 students must score 26 out of 40 correct in reading and

' -38-
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e | - - - -ACHEEVEHMENT-TESTS (BOSTON)- -~ - oo j} e
[ lhrade fiame F Designed Areas Metric When NRT/ Forms “Norms
| Tusted Tent by Whom Tested or UM* Given CRT Used Used General Purposes
1-11 Metropoiitén Psych Corp Reading Grade Oct NRT National May - 1leasure district-wide
Achievement . equivalent,Per- May achievement progress
Test ’ - centile,Stanine )
Oct - Title 1 pre-test; for
placenent in grade 4, 5,
. 6 advance work classes
4, 6, Metropolitan Psych Corp Math Grade Oct NRT National "
9 Achievement equivalent,Per- May
Test centile, Stanine
24 Individual Educational Reading Percent May CRT --- Diaghosis of individual student
s Criterion Progress Corp and objectives ' strengths/weaknesses, to determine
Referenced Tulsa, OK Math passed/needs need for remedial work, also used
Test . remedial help/ . as minimum competency test in
failed compliance with state approval
-6 & Secondary ETS Battery Dec NRT Placenent in "exan schools"
8 - -School- - dJan ‘ (Boston Latin, Boston Technical
Admissions i . H.S., Boston Latin Acadeny)
Test : )
4-12 * . Degree. College Reading © DRP March Absolute ’
of Reading Board units Scale
Power
3, 4, CTBS CTB Reading ——- —-— *See *for selection of students for
5 Espanc McGraw-HiT1 Math General advanced classes in bilingual
Purpose y (administered by Bilingual office)
of 1 :
Testing
U
4
O - 3 9 -
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MINIMUM CONPETENCY (BOSTON)

\

[T Grade T MName uf DesTgned

Areas Metric When NRT/ Forms
Tested ___ Test by Whom Tested or U~ Given = CRT Used

2, % Boston : District HWriting  Holistic “Spring - --- - A To determine minimum competency
, Writing

: . in writing in compliance with
. Test ' state mandate .

. { .
General Purposes

State Reading and Math = Holistic “Spring
Minimum equals percent ob-
Competency " Jjectives passed
Test

To determine minimum competency
. ’ in areas tested

ERIC
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19 out of 34 in math. On~the 8th grade state- des1gned test, students must answer
32 out of 55 correctly in reading and 31 out of 59 in math. Current1y, an average
. of 85% of the students at all three grade levels pass the test.

Students who fail the tests receive remed1a1 assistance in their.regular
classroom. Individual remedial plans are deve1oped and at the secondary level
(Grade 8) students retake the test until they pass. No other forms of remedial
assistance are available. - : AN

_ Test results are not formally taken, into account in promotion decisions.
Class work and teacher recommendations are other factors considered. As the com-
petency tests were only recently implemented, no policy ‘has been determined at
this point with regard to graduation and diplomas for those who od not pass.

The specification of minimum achievement levels for students is a 1oca1
opt1on subject to state approval. No legal actions have been taken against the
district for the use of any tests.

- The district pays the entire cost of the student assessment programs
including the state-designed and mandated minimjm competency tests.

For further 1nformat1on of Boston's student assessment program, contact:

) Dr Virginia M Cahil
Office ofyPlanning and Policy

N\

. 26 Court Street
Boston, MA \02108',

Phone: (617) 726-6480

v 726-6481
726-6482
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BUFFALO

Thé district uses standardized achievement tests published by a commercial
test service and'stat@—designed minimum competency tests.

]

’PURPOSES OF TESTING
NRTs are-usedfat both elementary and secondary levels:

® for program evaluation
© 9§ for placement of students )
8 for diagnosis of individual student strengths/weaknesses
0 to place students in remedial classes :
® to assess the need for curriculum revision
@ to measure district-wide achievement progress.
. 1 -
CRTs are used for placement of students in remedial and other programs. The results
are also used in the evaluation of federal programs. \

Tests are referenced against the curriculum. The evaluation department‘
feeds data to the curriculum department which write curriculum programs. As part of
the curriculum development, test results from prior years (prepost models) are used.

'SELECTION OF TESTS'

= . _When—tests—are to.be selected, an ad hoc committee .is formed. The' com-

mittee always includes the Directors of Evaluation, Curriculum, Reading, Math ard
Language Arts. Teachers and counselors have been included in the past. °
The committee develops an ad hoc model for evaluating the tests. Sample
packages from commercial publishers are reviewed and analyzed with regard to content
and reporting. Publishers are then invited to make presentations and the comhittee
makes the final selection. Competitive bids are not received. .

@

ADMINISTRATION OF TESTS

-

Students in all schools are tested and all testing is conducted in the
students' schools. Tests are inventoried. Each school mugt request a specific
number of tests which are delivered no more: than a week prior to test time. Tests
are stored in-the school safe and test security is the responsibility of building
test coordinators who must also assure that all tests are returned.

, Very Timited English proficient 'students and students with handicaps which -
would preclude successful completion are exempt from NRTs. No adaptations of these
tests are made for handicapped or 1imited English proficieht students.

hose native language is other than English who first enter, after grade

J On the state competency tesf,'a]ternatfve testing techniques are used for
"pupils

LY

/i

eight, schools where the predominant language of instruction-is English. Alternative .

i\ testing techniques are also aval

lable for students with 'handicapping' conditions".




Students are exempted from a State comprehensive test requirement for gradu-
ation if they have scored above a certain level on College Entrance Examination Board
tests or American College Testing Program tests or have passed State Regents examina-
tions in English and math. "Alternative tests" may be used for students "who have not
passed the examinations...because of extraordinary administrative circumstances not
caused by the willful act of the pupil or of a teacher or administrator".

MANAGEMENT OF TEST DATA

Achievement Tests which includes test items and results by student, and pupil dis-
criptors such as name, .D. number, school grade, and date of birth. The data can
also be keyed by school. A separate student data base is maintained but analyses of
test results by gender and race can be conducted by mixing the files.

¢
|
\
l
The district maintains a central test data base for the Metropolitan 1

The district reports means, standard deviation, prepost evaluation of
difference of means with F-test, and item analyses by individual, class and school
summary. . . . e

s Teachers receive M.A.T. subscores and Totals and all reported metrics for
their pupils. Pr1nc1pa1s receive grade level summaries for their schools and a
district-wide report by grade for reading and math is sent to the Superintendent and
Board of Education.
Assistance for parents and teachers with test result interpretation is the
responsibility of school principals. Parents are also provided information and assis-
tance on conference days and may review pupil records at that time. .

Gummed labels showing test subscores and total scores, pre-and post for the
M.A.T. are attached to student cumulative records. :

The M.A.T. results by student have been maintained for the last two adminis-

trations. , S -

The Curriculum Department is located in the Division of Instruction. The
Department of Evaluation which is responsible for test administration is in the
Bureau of Research and Administrative Services in a separate division. Curriculum
and Evaluation staff cooperate in evaluation design and curriculum development.

4

TEST RESULTS

The standards and cutoffs for the minimum competency test are determined by
the state. Students who do not score wel: on tests from grade 3 on receive automatic:
remedial assistance. Assistance may be provided in the regular classroom, in remedial
courses, in summer Sschool, by tutors and in skills labs. In addition, the district
uses mode]s such as small class size or reading consultants to help teachers deve]op
individual remedial plans as part of the regular curriculum.

Test results are not usua]]y a factor in promotion decisions‘a1though they
could be used as support one way or another. As of the class of 1982, students must
pass the competency test to graduate-even 1f all other requ1rements have been satisfie

i

~
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ACHIEVENENT TESTS (BUFFALO)

["Brade ™ 7 Mane of Designed ~— Areas Metric When NRT/ Forms " Norms
| Tested Test _ ___by Whom Tested . or UM* Given CRT __Used Used General Purposes
Pre-K TOBE McGraw-Hill  Language, Math --- Oct (Pre- NRT Level K National To test readiness for school
May-Post
K-12 Metropolitan Psych Corp Reading, Math Normal Oct and NRT Primer National Program evaluation, student
Achievenent curve Hay (Pre- KS placement, diagnosis of students,
Tests 19/8 equivalent Post) Primary 1 to measure district-wide achieve-
Primary 2 ment progress curriculum assessment
Elementary
Intermediate
Advanced |
Advanced 2 i
)
v
12 w )
| A
: r
L L]
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MINIMUM COMPETENCY TESTS (BUFFALO)

»

[ Crade™ = Wawe OF 77T Designed Areas Metric When NRT7 Forms Norms D T
| Tested lest by Whom Tested or ym* Given CRT Used Used General Purposes
J&6 Pupil Evalu- State Math, Reading 6th Grade Fall CRT - —-- Checkpoints as part of State Regent's
ation Program Reading - R Competency Test Program
DRP*
8 Preliminary State Reading, DRP* Annually  CRT --- - Checkpoint to provide remedial assis-
Competency WNriting Holistic tance
Exam
9 Reqcnfs State Math Raw Score Jan and CRT - -— Graduation requirement
Competency Pass/fail June
Exam
11 or Regents State Reading, JRP* Jan and CRT - --= Graduation requirement
12 Competency Writing Holistic June .
Exam . - .
|
*DRP - degree of reading power !
!
|
| .
Q . ,
ERIC -45-
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Students who do not pass will not receive any diploma or special certificate. They may
return to retake the test until age 21.

The entire cost of the student assessment program, including state tests,-is
paid for by the district. T

For further information on the Buffalo student assessment prograﬁ} contact:

Ronald E. Banks ‘

Director of Evaluation -
Buffalo Public Schoﬁ]

Room 711, City HalTl

Buffalo, NY 14202 )

Phone: (716) 842-4660
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CHICAGO | -

This district uses standardized achievement tests published by a cbmmercia1
testing service, district-designed criterion referenced tests and a district-designed
minimum competency test.

PURPOSES OF TESTING

Both NRTs and CRTs are used to varying degrees at elementary and secondary
Tevels: : *

in program evaluation

1n placement of students ‘

Tn diagnosis of individual student strengths/weaknesses
“to place students in remedial classes -
to assess the need for curriculum revision '

to promote students from one grade to another

to measure district-wide achievement progress

to determine the need for teacher in-servicetraining

Test results are also used in the evaluation of federal programs.

)
i
DO PO DO

9 .

The district's CRTs are referenced against the curriculum. They were
developed in response to a need for standardization across Chicago schools with
regard to what a minimum program in each subject area must contain. Objectives for
each program and grade level were developed and tests were designed to measure
mastery of the objectives. Changes were made in the curriculum on the basis of the
pilot test results. As the mastery learning programs are still in formative stages,
further revisions in the programs and tests are possible. The reading mastery learn-
ing program is currently being revised after the first broad based implementation in

grades K-8.
SELECTION OF TESTS

Selection of the district's commercially published NRT was conducted by an:
ad hoc committee consisting of personnel from Research and Evaluation, Curriculum,
Elementary and Secondary administration, teachers,; guidance counselors, community
representatives and teachers. For guidance in the selection process “pne-set criteria
and a test evaluation form were used. Copies of both are available at tEE’gGCS.

The committee reviewed tests from seven major -publishers—and-etiminated-—- -
two of them on the pre-screening. The!five remaining publishers each conducted a :
pilot study in twelve of the district's schools. The costs of the pilot Studies 1
were paid by the publishers. The results were analyzed by Research and Evaluation !
and a report was written. The Curriculum Department provided input regarding test t
match to the ;E%ﬁ{cu1um and the match of mastery-bbjectives to test items. Affective
responses of School-level personnel to the tests were also reviewed.

When designing its own tests, the district does not use jtem banks or pools.
Test items are developed by relevant teacher committees.

~
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TECHNICAL [NFORMATION - | S

Each new district-designed CRT and each new version of district-designed
tests is piloted in several schools. Each subtest is measured to determine reliabilit
using KR-20. Reliability measurements have always been in excess of .9 on implemented
tests. | ' :

~ !

> The Curriculum Department determines face and content validity of the
Criterion Referenced Tests used to measure mastery of curriculum objectives. The |
-di&trict relies on content validity for the Chicago Minimur P-cficiency Skills Test
as determined by the company which developed and did ths firs®t study of the test. i
Approximately 20% of the items are changed each year but the vorrat remains the same.}
J

 Item analyses using group comparisons are conducted to assure that cultural,
racial and gender bias have been excluded.

H

ADMINISTRATION OF TESTS

e

A1l students in all schools are tested. A1l testing is conducted within
students' schools. The district-designed CRTs are stored in departmental offices.
Proficiency tests are stored at the Department of Research and Evaluation and sent
out to the schools prior to administration. Schools are asked to account for tests
but lack of personnel makes assurance uncertain.

Special education students are exempt from the Proficiency test unless it
is a part of their I.E.P.. No adaptations are made for limited and non-Cnglish profi-
cient students. They must pass the test in English to graduate.

. The CRTs are given to all students. Special Education students take tests
whenever possible. Adaptations may be made on an individual basis for handicapped
students. The CRTs are available in Spanish since the majority of second language
students fall in this category. Other Tanguage curricula are available but no tests
are in place. ' T :

'

MANAGEMENT OF TEST DATA

Test results are maintained year by year on all students tested. Profi-
ciency test results and current year achievement test results are recorded on the
student data base. However, the entry of each year's test results or.the absence of
current ‘year testing automatically deletes previous year entries: Longitudinal '

__ test.data on_individual students can only be obtained by accessing each year's
test results by student I.D. number. The district is currently in the process of
developing a base with eight years of test data on individual students.

Test results are analyzed using.regression techniques, frequency distribu- 
tions and summary statistical measurements. Analyses by school are drawn from the
test data base while the student data base permits analyses by gender and race for

current year results. :

Test results are summarized by schenl for each age level and by quartiles
for 1.T.B.S. subtests for city-wide press release. Individual school reports are
provided for principals. I.T.B.S. item analyses and jtem grouping by individual
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2-8

K-8

8-12

[TGrade T
| Tested

/

ACHIEVEMENT TESTS (CHICAGO)

Chicago

Minimum Skills
Proficiency

- e
te>

398

search and Eval-
uation

District

\(original test

developed by
outside con-
tractor)

Algebra, Algebra,
English 11, 111,
1V, Geometry,
Biology, Foods
(Home Economics)

Language Arts,
computation and
problem solving,
life skills -

"

"COMPETEMNCY TEST

Pass/fail

CRT -

s S
T Name uf Designed Areas Metric When L NRT/ Forms Norms ’ T B
___Test by Whom Tested or UM* Given SCRT Used Used General Purposes
1T8S Riverside Vocabulary, Read- Grade equiv- Spring NRT -Form 6 National ‘Sce- page 1
Publishing ing, Math e alent, per- ’ Y -
Y. centiles
' Stanines ;
Test of Aca- Riverside Reading, Math ‘Pgrcentiles Spring NRT | Form S National
demic Progress Publishing .
Criterion District Reading, Math Masféfy/ . -—- CRT Lo- --- To determine mastery or non-imastery
. Referenced (Curricu- non-mastery, E of specified course objectives,
Tests lum and - percent factor in pramotion decisions, to
Research - correct assess student strengths/weaknesses
Evaluation) remedial needs
Unit Subject Teacher Com- English, General Percent - " CRT —n- ——- To assure masfery of minimum course
Tests mittees and Re~ Science, Pre- correct . content

Graduation requirement to assure
students possess minimum skills

[
-
[
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‘student in reading and math as well as other test data travel with the student from

dent are gi éﬁ/éo classroom teachers. Summary reports on the percent of students
passing the Pyoficiency Test as well as a listing of students who did or did not pass
ne schools. ' ’

arch-and Eva uation provides in-service training on test administration,
and use of cest results for designated school test coordinators who
sponsible for school faculty training. Written information is also pro-

dissemination of test result information and assistance to parents on
sult irter=-atation are local school options. Report cards show the number
of units the student na: mastered in the Mastery Learning Program.

Press labeis with I.T.B.S. subscores and toFals and Pro<iciency Test
pass/fail notations are placed on student records. Mastery Record Cards for each

classroom teacher to classroom teacher. Parents, pri%cipals, adjustimant teachers
(counselors), classroom teachers and Research and Evaluation personnei have access to
student records.

, In addition, a Class Progress Record by individual student is posted on the
wall of each classroom and updated by the teacher. Each school principal posts a
Principal Progress Record which summarizes the Class Progress Record of each classroon
In turn, a summary by school is maintained by each District Superintendent and providg
to the General Superintendent and the Board of Education. The Superintendent of
Schools and other ‘administrative personnel monitor classrooms and schools to assure
that the Records are posted.

Test data have been maintained since at least 1971. However, since the
1.T.B.S. was implemented in 1975, any comparative analyses using results prior to that
time are pending the results of equivalency studies.

Research and Evaluation and Curriculum are independent entities with dif-
ferent reporting Tines. Research and Evaluation pilots tests, ideas and transfers
information to Curriculum for consensus. Research anﬁ Evaluation is in charge of
administration of achievement and Proficiency tests, While Curriculum administers
the CRTs.

TEST RESULTS

To set SE}ngards,for passing the district's minimum competency test, 500
young adults who had been employed at Teast six months in five different Chicago
firms and who were conéidered successfui employees were tested. The distribution

of their scores was examined, and a reasonable cutoff point determined by the Directo
of Research and Evaluation and the Project Manager. The cutoff was set at the end of
#he second stanine or approximately at the 19th percentile of young adults who were
coping.

Remedial courses or remedial work are automatic forstudents who fai1'
tests or score below minimally acceptable levels. Students who fail the Proficiency
Test are programmed into the Proficiency in Basic Skills course until they pass the
test.
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First graders who do not meet minimum mastery expectations of the
Chicago Mastery Learning Reading Program are placed in a pre-second grade program
and provided an appropriate support program. In other grades students are provided
with appropriate instructional support programs. Students may be retained for a
full semester or year, to be determined by the nature of the remedial program im-
plemented by the local school and the organizational structure of the school.

In addition to remedial assistance in the reguiar classroom and remedial
courses, volunteer, cross-age, and teacher tutorial assistansce are also available
to students. ’ :

To be promoted from one grade to arciher students-must demonstrate mastery
of approximately 79% to 837 of tn= shizago “z.t2ry Learning Reading units. The
deciéion is made on a child by child basis anc not through the use of cutoff points
based solely on the results of stancardized tests. Criteria for promotion include
results from standardized tests, mid-ysar and end-of-year tests, learning patterns
as recorded on the Student Progress Record and developmental criteria related to
social, emotional and physical growth. '

Students must pass the Chicago Minimum Proficiency Skills Test to graduate
evan if all other requirements have beeh satisfied. Students who have not passed
the test by the end of 12th grade may attend summer school or night school until the
test has been passed. Because the district has never has never had a student who did
not ultimately pass the test, no policy with regard to diplomas or certificates of
attendence exists. S

Minimumachievement levels are presently specified by the district. To date,
no legal actions have been taken against the district for the use of any tests g All
costs of the student assessment program are borne by the district. .

For further information regarding Chicago's testing program, please contact:

Dr. Elmer M. Casey
Director of Testing ,
Department of Research and Evaluation
. 2021 N. Burting Street .
- Chicago, IL 60614

Phone: (312) 641-8006

\
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CLEVELAND
The district uses standardized tests published by commercial testing firms.

PURPOSES OF TESTING

The tests are used at both elementary and secondary Tevels:

| ¢ for program evaluation
® to describe specific learning difficulties of school and class groups
8 to assess the need for curriculum revision
“® to measure district-wide achievement progress

The results are also used in the evaluation of federal programs.

The assessment program is only one piece of the whole curriculum effort.
Curriculum and Instruction personnel examine test results ¥or areas of strength
and weakness and redirect development efforts in the needed direction. The tests
are referenced against the curriculum. '

SELECTION OF TESTS

-

‘ The district has a standing test review committee comprised of adminis-
trators, supervisors, principals, teachers, research and development personnel,
representatives from administrators' and teachers' unions. Parents and students
come in as a subgroup of the review process. Pubiishers are invited to appear
before the review committee. Tests are measured against pre-set-criteria (a copy
of the criteria  is available from the TGCS). The test selected by the committee
is field tested before final implementation. Competitive bids are not received.
Price is a factor in the decision process but the main factor is the relevance of
the test to the district's program.

TECHNICAL INFORMATION

The district carefully examines the publishers' evidence for reliability
and validity. Test results have been #ound to correlate with district students'
school achievement. o . '

L] ;
[

The district also examines the commercially published tests for exclu-
sion of cultural, racial andsgender bias prior to purchase. However, it plans
to apply the Logist Test, an item analysis using CHI-square, to district student
test results to see if patterns of response vary among groups.

ADMINISTRATION OF TESTS

‘ A11 students in Regular and Major Work classes are incliuded in the .
City-Wide Testing Program. A1l testing is conducted in the students schools. Test
security is the responsibility of school principals and department chairpersons.
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Limited and non-English proficient students as well as special education
students are exempt from the regular City-Wide Testing Program. A special testing
program utilizing NRTs has been established for EMR students. Llarge print tests
are available for vision impaired students.

In-service training on test1ng procedure and 1nterpretat1on of test
results has taken place but not all teachers in all schools have Been reached

.

MANAGEMENT OF TEST DATA

Test results for the district are ma1nta1ned on tape. An individual
student's test results can be accessed by student I.D. number. The student data
base is separate and contains no test results. Test results can be accessed by
geographic subdivision, by school, grade, gender, race, and curriculum area, Tapes
of test results have been maintained for five years .

The district reports Stanines, all summary data, and item analyses for
each class and school as well as the district as a whole. Staff and faculty,
receive complete and technical reports while the public receives summary data.
Individual test results are not sentghome to parents.

Subtest and total scores are recorded on student records. Teachers,
principals, administrative staff, parents and students over 18 have access to stu-
dent records. :

The Research Departmeﬁgfand Curriculum and Instruction Department are
separate but they coordinate efforts and analyses. The Division of 'Research,
Development and Evaluation is in charge of test administration..

TEST RESULTS

The schools do sometimes operate programs outside of regular classroom
instruction to prepare students for tests. These programs are voluntary and
supplemental to regulaf classroom work.

The district has no minimum competency test.. .

The district pays the entire cost of the student assessment program.

For fUrther information on Cleve1and'sjtest1ng pregram, please
contact:

Dr. Margaret Fleming
Cleveland Public .Schools
1380 East Sixth Street
Cleveland, OH 44114

Phone (216) 574-8000 -
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k ¢ ACHIEVEMENT TESTS (CLRVELAND)
TGrade ™7 Name of . Designed Areas - Metric When A T
LTested _ Test by Whom . Tested or UM*. Given CRT Used _  Used ) General Purposes
K Hetropolifan
Readiness Test Psych Corp Readiness Stanines May NRT --- National Items under Purposes of Testing
1,2 cies - CTB/McGraw- Reading Co May NRT FormS  MNational ™™ - - "
Hil and Large -
/’, . City ‘
3, 4 " " "~ Reading and Lan- " Ma} NRT form S " o
. quage ’
5 " " " : LS May MRT'  Form T " : "
6, 8, " " " " May NhT » Form S " A Y ‘
11 : : {Grades 8-11
Lanyuage-Jan)
7,9, " ” Reading " May NRT Form S " "
12
R 3, A, " " Mathematics " 3, 4, 6: NRT Fon& S " "
6, 7, , March/April ’ \
8 7: Harch . . .
8: January
5 " o ' Mathematics " April  NRT - Form T . "
3 Cognitive Riverside Abstract Reasoning E Nov NRT Level Pri- National " ) .
Abilities Test Publishing Ability ) mary 2 ’
8 n oo " ' Jan NRT- Level 1 " " :
4-9 Stanford Dia- - Psych Corp Reading Stanines Sept NRT 4-6: Form A
nostic Test 4 Green
i level;
o - 5 and 6 Brown ;
v levels; 7 and 9:
g Form B Brown
level
& '
‘ , ,.j
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DADE COUNTY

1

The district uses standardized achievement. tests published by a commer-
cial testing service apd’state designed minimum competency tests.

PURPOSES OF TESTING

NRTs are used at both the elementary and séggndary levels for program
evaluation, placement of students, diagnosis, placement in remedial classes, assess-
ment of need for curriculum revision and for measurement of district-wide achieve-
ment progress. CRTs are used for similar purposes and are also a fachkpr in promo-
tion decisions. Test results are used in the evaluation of federal grams.

The CRTs are referenced against the district-designed curriculum. Curric-
ulum personnel analyze areas of weakness from test results and modify and strengthen
necessary areas in their programs accordingly.

SELECTION OF TESTS

In the most recent test selection process, an ad hoc committee consisting
of testing and curriculum Specialists, school administrators, teachers and parents
was formed and invited publishers to make presentations. No formal pre-set criteria
exist, but the committee examined test specimens to assure that test configuration
was tied to curriculum objectives and bias had been eliminated. Once the test had
been selected, the price was negotiated. If a satisfactory arrangement had not been
reached, a second choice would have been made. '

TECHNICAL INFORMATION

Dade County does not presently have any district-wide, district-designed
tests. The State Student Assessment is examined for validity, reliability and ex-
clusion of the state Tevel.

ADMINISTRATION OF TESTS

A1l students in all schools are tested within the students' schools.

Tests are retained at the Testing Office, inventeried, and sent out to
schools preceeding testing. Principals must verify in writing that the tests have
secured while in the schools and that all tests have been returned.

The Testing Office holds workshops for school testing chairpersons who
in turn provide in-service training for teachers on test administration. Thkey are
also provided manuals.

Students who are "educable mentally retarded", "trainable mentally re-
tarded", "profoundly mentally retarded", "specific learning disabled", "emotionally
handicapped and hearing impaired" are exempted from tests except by parental re-
quest. Braille and large print are available for vision-impaired. Oral testing is
available to students in certain exceptional categories. Certain exceptional

\
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students are allowed special testing cond1t1ons such as f]eﬁ1b1e scheduling. No
adaptations of the State Student Assessment Test are made, for limited or non-English
proficient students ,

MANAGEMENT OF TEST DATA

Test scores are recorded on the pupil data base system and are accessi-
ble to schools through terminals in the schools. Individual lists, frequency
distributions, and all summary data by test, grade level and school can be generated.
Analyses by gender, race and language can also be produced.

A school profile report with all téit scores from the state assessment
. program and Stanford Tests is sent to each pwincipal. This report provides a .-~
capsule Took at many variables within each school. All area and distrj t-sThools
receive aggregate reports of schools in their areas and distriects—Aggregate data

by school, grade, and comparative data are prgXlged”tﬁft e Super1ntendent and
Board of Education. These reports are also pfovided to schools and -the media and
are aveilable to the public through the Public Information Office.

Workshops are given to assist teachers on test result interpretation
but 1imited staff resources preclude regularity. Schools have been advised that
testing staff is available on invitation to hold workshops. The state provides
regional training and information dissemination to test chairpersons (principals
and guidance counselors) who_are responsible for relaying information to faculty.

Parent reports on test scores are sent out, timed when possible to
permit consultation with schools. Workshops on test result interpretation are
held for PTAs and Parent Advisory Councils. The district hopes to put out a more
complete parent report on test result interprebtation.

Student records show results from each test taken including Stanines,
percentiles, scaled scores'and new scores. School personnel, parents and students
at the age of majority have access to records.

Computer tapes/images of test results are maintained a minimum of five
years. Hard copy reports are part of school system records.

The Education Audits Department includes testing and responsibility for
test administration in addition to research and evaluation functions. Curriculum
and Instruction is located in a separate department but a team work concept is em-
ployed with respect to relationships between testing and curriculum.

TEST RESULTS

Students who fail tests or Seore below minimally acceptable Tevels
pr1mar11y receive remedial assistance in regular classrooms but may also be placed
in remedial classes based on their failure to demonstrate mastery of objectives.

The district alsc uses summer school., tutorial assistance, skills labs and numerous
methods of remedial work defined by state regulations.

Mastery of all objectives on Part I of the State Student Assessment Test -
must be considered prior to promotion from grades 3, 5, and 8 by state law. Mastery

¢
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ACHLEVENENT TESTS (DADE COUNTY)

[~ Grade Nanie " F Designed " Aveas Metric When NRT/ Forms Norms ' : ,
| _Tested  Test by Whom —  Tested or UM* Given CRT Used Used General Purposes
K Metropolitan Psych Corp Battery Raw Scores Fall- NRT Form A Fall: 1st For early admissign to first
Readiness Test - Grade, grade
. National
X Cooperative Addison- Readiness Raw Scores Fall NRT Both Fall To -assess readiness for early ad-
Pre-School Wesley Childhood Spanish and National mission to kindergarten;classifi- -
Inventory Skills English cation of students into instruc-
tional strategics. '
X SE-SAT Psych Corp Past experi- Stanine Late NRT Both National Part of county-wide testing program
ence, Percentiles  April Forms vihich:
Listening, Comnuni- 1. Provides parents with means to
cations, Letters, ) examine achievement levels
' Sounds Oral Compre- .
hension, Math Con- 2. Provides in.ormation by grade’
cepts for curriculum modification
- 3. Provides information by grade
: on achievement progress
1-8 Stanford Psych Complete Battery Percentiles, Late NRT Forms E Mational "
Achievement Corp for all grades Stanines April F (Half
Test including Science schools E,
and Social Studies Half
schools
. F)
9, 10, Test of Psych Complete Battery Percentiles, 9, 10, NRT " National ' "
12 Academit Corp including Science Stanines April;
Skills: and Social Studies . 12 - Fall .
, 1-10 California CTd Reading Comprehen-  Normal Fall and NRT - National Title I and state compensatory
| Achievement McGraw-HiTl sion, Math Computa- Curve Spring education evaluation
' Test tion Equivalent
/
P ‘ ,’1 .
{4 _ _ - L
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MINIMUM COTIPETENCY TESTS (DADE COUNTY)
[ Grade 'N—illl;é_ i)?ﬂ Des igned ...... Aré}ls Metric Whven‘ NRT/ Forms Norms T - D
Tested. Test by Whom . lested or UM* Given CRT Used . Used -General Purposes
3, 5, State Student State Reading Percentile, 3, 5, 8- CRT -—- -—- To provide parents with means
8, 10 Assessment N Writing Mastery Oct to examine achievement levels;
Test, Part- Math 10 Aprid ’
,l ) To provide information for cur-
ricutum modification;
' To provide’information by grade
on achievement progress.
. Consideration of mastery must
- be noted prior to promotion from
‘ grades 3, 5, 8.
/
Mastery on Part I must be B
achieved prio «to graduation.
10 State Student State Communica- Pass/Fail —— - . To establish minimal compe-
' Assessment Test tigg} Skills tency. May be repeated in sub-
Part 11 andMath sequent grades until passed.
g -~
. /"'
[ -
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of Part I must be demonstrated prior to graduation. However, mastery may be demon-
strated by means other than the test. A teacher may, foh\examp1e, indicate that a
student has demonstrated mastery. Part Il of the State Student Assessment Test is not
yet a factor in graduation pending the Appeals Court determination in the Debra P v.
Turlington and State of Florida Case. Suit was brought against the state for the use of
. minimum competency tests as a graduation requirement. Plaintiff contended that the
test does not relate to the curriculum, violated the 14th amendment due process rights
by failing to provide adequate notice and perpetuated the effects of racial discrimi-
nation. The state is presently in the process of assembling materials to prove to the
court that the skills tested have been taught. Another case, Love v. Turlington,
attacks Part I of the State Student Assessment Test on the same grounds as the Debra P
case. The final decision in the Debra P case is expected to set the precedent for the
Love decision.

The- state pays the costs of the State Student Assessment Test.

For further information on Dade County's Testing Program, please contact:
Dr. Gene Barlow

0ffice of Education Audit

Room 713

1410 NE~Second Avenue

Miami, FL 33132 -

Phone: (305) 350-3447




DALLAS

. The district uses standardized commercially-published achievement tests,
district-designed achievement tests and both state and district-designed minimum
competency tests.

PURPOSES OF TESTING

Elementary and secondary NRTs are used:

0 for program evaluation
# for diagnosis of individual student.strengths/weaknesses
® to place students in remedial classes (Title I, compensatory programs.
0 to assess the need for curriculum revision
, 0 to measure district-wide achievement progress
i f

‘CRTs are used at elementary and secondary levels:

@ for placement of students -

@ for diagnosis of individual student strengths/weaknesses
@ to assess the need for curriculum revision N

¢ to measure district-wide achievement : A

CRT test results are one of a number of criteria used to determine promotion. They
are also used to some extent, in program evaluation. :

The Dallas tests are referenced against the curriculum. Using an inter-
departmental approach; the district plans on an annual basis to develop district
performance objectives. <£ach school must also develop a school improvement plan
within the framework of the district plan. The plan is anchored to test scores.
Assessment kits are available to teachers for instructional purposes.

SELECTION OF TESTS

When tests are to be selected, a test committee from the Testing and Infor-"
mation Systems Department does the footwork. Specimen sets from publishers are - ’
reviewed and the selection narrowed. The committee then invites Instructizn and Cur-
riculum personnel and subdistrict officials for content review. State law mandates
bids but the selection process usually yields a sole bid. J

The district generates its own test items by cleaning up items from instruc-
tional tests and assembling teachers to develop specifications and draft items.

TECHNICAL INFORMATION S | “

A1l district-designed tests are field-tested in four or five schools prior
to implementation. Item analysis are conducted to assure reliability and to preclude
racial and cultural bias. The test development group is multi-ethnic and also ‘works
“with the Bilingual Department. Validity is based on content.




ADMINISTRATION OF TESTS

Presently, all tests are given to all students in all schools (or specified
subpopulations) and all testing is presently conducted within the student's school.

A1l tests are retained by Testing a&& &nformation Systems. Test booklets
are numbered and an inventory control process has been instituted. Responsibility is
delegated from testing to Building Test Coordinators to teachers.  When the BOAT is
administered, personnel from Testing observe.

Testing and Information Systems trains principals and Building Te.t Coor-
dinators on test procedures. They, in turn, are responsible for faculty in-service
training. 1In addition, Testing conducts in-service training for faculty im 60-65
schools per year.

Any limited English proficient (LEP) student enrolled less than seven months
in an English curriculum is exempt from tests. Non-English Proficient (NEP) Spanish
are tested with the C.T.B.S. Espanol. The Texas Assessment of Basic Skills is admin-
istered to all students in English but instructions may be translated.

Special education students are only tested if they have been mainstreamed -
in a particular subject area and are tested on that area only. The I.T.B.S. is
available .in Braille. The district is working on large print for vision-impaired and
other adaptations for handicapped students. Some tests are administered in Sign at
centers for the hearing impaired. '

MANAGEMENT OF TEST DATA

Dallas creates a static data base with all test data and a dynamic data
‘base which contains student enrollment data. The two bases can be accessed and
cross-referenced by student identification numbers.

The data base is used to generate level of testing recommended for each
student. The .data are aggregated to produce summary statistics by grade, school and
by district. Class lists, individual teacher reports and cumulative record labels are
also generated. The base allows for analysis of test results by school and race.
Language is implicit because of tests given in Spanish. The base allows for analysis
by gender but it is not done. Analysis by SES is not possible except through school
lunch data. ‘ '

Fach teacher receives an Individual Teacher Report with all test results
and overall results. Class lists are provided to principals and administrators. Ag-
gregate reports are presented to the Board of Education, Superintendent and adminis-
trative staff. e ‘ < E

. 4

z8Jeachers-are given assistance on test result interpretation during fjn-service
training. Parents are.given written reports of test results which, on the NRTs,
shows a graphic depiction.of Stanines, and on CRTs, defines if student met-mastery of
objectives.’ Policy requires parent-teacher conferences to discuss test results but
implementation is not consistent. - \ :

1
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ACHIEVEMENT TESTS (UALLAS)

TGrade T T Name of Designed “ThAreas Metric When NRT/ Forms Norms
QL Tested _ Test by Whom Tested or Un* Given CRT Used Used General Purposes
T ALL CNRT s
K iletropolitan Psych Corp fuditory, Percentile  April NRT Form P National To provide feedback to teacher
Readiness Visual, Language, ° Stanine for instruction in following
Test Pre-reading, Quan- year, individual diagnosis,
: titive accountability measures for
Ly planning and instruction
1, 2 IT8S Ri;erside Vocabulary, Grade equiv- April NRT Form 7 National "
Publishing Reading, Spelling, alent, per- and large
@ . Word Analysis, centile city
' Math Stanine
3-8 1785 " Math, Voca- " Aprit NRT "Form 8 u
bulary, Reading, !
Language
1-8 CIBS CTB/McGraw- Math, Reading Raw Score April NRT Form S deriving Children” in Spanish instric-
Espano! Hill local norms tional programs.
1, 2, Assessment District Reading, Lan- Mastery April CRT --- -—- Same as for NRTs
3 of Baseline ' guage Arts, dMath by objec- - Will be introduced in 4, 5§ 6
Curriculum : tive, raw next year
score
9-11 TAP Riverside Reading, Standard .
Hath, Written Ex- Score, per- .
pression, Using centile g
- Sources, Social Stanine
Science, Science .
K-12 Language Linguame- Forms A Mandated for all NEP students
Assessment Scales trics and B placement and assessment
. |
Vb
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MINIIAUM COMPETENCY TESTS (DALLAS)

Grade ™ Name of = 777 Designed T “Areas Metric |, When NRT/ Forms ™ Norms T
| Tested  Test by Whom . _Tested or UM* Given CRT - Used Used o . __General Purposes
< . ’ o ’ .
3,5 Texas Assess- State Math, Reading, Mastery or feb CRT New each + --- Mandated by state legislature
ment y Hriting non-mastery, . year to assess level of basic skills®
i raw score ) statewide
total .
T Texas Assess- . State 4 Math, Reading, " © Feb CR? - New each -— > Exit level test. Once passed,
. ment ) Writing year ~ must not be retaken. Tenth
: and 11th graders will retake
‘ this year, 12th next year.
- Legislature wishes to determine
. how many have mastered objpc:
tives !
, ) 3
8 Basic Objectives Mstrict Functional Raw, scores  8-11 - CRT Five paral- --- " B2
Assesement Feste - literacy application oy perform- May : lel forms v
. of basic skills,cuts ance area
, across all subject and total
areas--l1ife skills score per-
N . cent . P
correct
9-12 " . " Consumerism, oo 12 CRT Five paral- Working toward policy which
: : Government, Home, - April lel forms states student must meet a func-
Medical, Comnunity, tional literacy requirement.
- employment, informa- Eighth graders who do not pass
N ‘ tion sources ‘ v\reiake at 9th-12th until they
e pass. Graduation reéquirement
“effective 1983
i
8
C ?iﬂ)
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The computer generated labels for each test with test results-are placed
on student cumulative records to which teachers, instructional personnel, parerts
and guardians have access. A microfiche of test results is provided to subdistrict
cffices to which school officials and parents have access. Aggregate statistics and
test scores and norms for all students are microfiched and kept indefinitely.

The Departments of Research and Evaluation are in the same division and use
systemwide test data extensively for.program evaluations, etc. Curriculum and
Instruction is a separate division although a sharing process for instruction and '
accountability purposes exists. Testing and Information Systems administers the
testing program. .

~—
[y

TEST RESULTS

The district does not operate programs outside of regular classroom instruc-
tion to prepare students for tests. However, Testing and Information Systems has
developed a skit which shows students how to take tests. Personnel then solicit feed-

\. back from students.- The skit is done in schools and at PTA meetings.

\ The standards for passing minimum;competeﬂcy tests. (BOAT) are set through
 the reliability and validity studies. The passing ¢riteria has been set at 87 out of
125 items on the total test or 70%. !

.

\ -

Students who do not pass the test in the 8th grade may retake it each year
in May until they pass. If students have not passed by 11th grade, it is recommended .
that they take a functional literacy course offered in the school. The BOAT 1is given
as the final exam of this course. Students who do not take this option may continue
to retake the test.

Except for some compensatory education materials provided in the past by .
the state, the district pays for all remedia] work which includes assistance in
regular classroom, remedial courses, a drop-Th—program after school for potential
elementary retainees, summer school for remedial work and retainees, tutorial work
and skills lab. ' S i

Test scores are a factor in decisions on promotion and remedial placement
but other factors_such as academic progress and judgement of teachers, principals
and pupil personnel committees who deal with NEP students and retainees are considered.

’

e e
i .

Test results are not presently a factor in decisions on graduation bug
as of 1983, studemts must pass the BOAT in order to graduate even if all other
requirements have been met. Special diplomas will not be awarded to those who do
ot pass the test but they will be permitted to retake the test after leaving school
at a Testing Center which is being established. ‘

The district pays the entire cost of the program with the exception of
a $2 per child allotment frem the state for bilingual testing. The Texas Assessment

of Proficiency is paid for by the state but the district pays $1000 per year for "
the computer taped test results.

For further information on the Ballas Testing Program, contact: \/,/ﬁ

\ &
Dr. LaVor Lym \\\ . )
Dallas Independent&School District o . .
(Box 150) 3700 Ross Avenue | '
Dallas, TX 75204 (Phone: 214/324-5327;
4 ‘
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~ DENVER
The district uses standardized achievement tests published by a commercial
testing services, and distrigt-designed achievement and minimum competency tests. \
PURPOSES OF TESTING | 4
At the element&ry and secondary levels, NRTs are ui?;‘for: - \
" program evaluation : ~ \\"

placement of students

diagnosis of individual student strengths/weaknesses
assessment -of the need for curriculum revision
measurement of district wide achievement progress .’

DODOO

-
v

CRTs at the elementary and secondary levels are used for:

“placement of students \\\\\_,«//ﬂ

£
0 diagnosis of individual student strengths/weaknesses
8 assessment of the need for curriculum revision

Both NRTs and CRTs at elementary and secondary levels are a factor in decisions to
place students in remedial classes. The results are alsg used in the evaluation of
federal programs. ) K ‘

The results of tests are examined both at theé district and school Tevels
by the Assistant Superintendents for elementary and seécondary education, the
, Executive Director of Curriculum and academic supervisors. Changes perceived neces-
; sary are discussed with principals or supervisors of:academic disciplines and
¢ curriculum modification is made on the bdsis of these discussions. The tests are
f referenced against the curriculum. v//b ' o ! '

i

SELECTION OF TESTS
' ‘ when tests are to be selected, an ad hoc committee consisting of teachers,
principals, academic supervisors and representatives from the testing office is ap-
pointed. The district has no pre-set criterig for selecting tests. The committee
geviews test specimens and invites pub]isbers%¢o make presentations about their
instruments. Small sample field tezts are conducted before the final decisioh on
an instrument is made.

When thé district designs its own tests, items.are constructed by a com-

3 mittee of teachérs, academic supervisors and test specialists and are also field \
. tested. ’ ‘

TECHNICAL INFORMATION

Reliability of district-designed tests is determined through test-retest,
internal consistency measures, and Kuder-Richardson formulae. Content validity is
determined by committees which develop the items and are expert judges in various
academic fields. The test development committees also conduct item scrutiny to
assure that cultural, racial and gender bias have been precluded.

i -.65— | L .
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ADMINISTRATION OF TESTS : i

"A11 students in all schools are tested in the students' schools. The tests
are numbered and checked out to principals-by the testing office. The principals
must assure that all tests are returned. Training on testing procedure is provided
at the request of teachers and principals. ‘ '

7 .

\\\e Special education students are not required to take the Proficiency and
RevTew test because they may receive a work-study diploma. If they desire a Denver
high?schoo] diploma, they must pass the test. No other students are exempted.
Braille and large-print tests are available for blind and vision-impaired students.
Tests may be administered orally to orthopedically handicapped students at the
discretion of teachars. A1l tests must be taken in English.- Students with limited
English proficiency recefve assistance when possible in preparing for tests. Reme-
dial classes are available for all students faiiing any part of the test. S

. . ;

" MANAGEMENT OR,TEST DATA , /

R
I&e district maintains a centralized test data base for all centrally
administrated tests and a separate centralized student data base. The test data
base centains individual student results as well as school summary data. @hass,
school dnd distritt summaries and fndividual skiTTahdlyses for edch pupil ar¥ gen

l

1t 1

erated. The base aTtows for analyses by school but no gender, race; langyage O i
SES. . . - - :

| - |

Central office representatives provide assistance with test result interq

1

pretation to testing representatives from each school who %n turn advise faculty |
members. Parents are provided assistance in conferences with teachers. WritTems—
reports are sent home to parents at the discretion of individual schools. '

_ Studeiit records show test raw scores, stanines, percentiles and grade
equivalents. Teachers, studénts,_paﬁgﬂffi;EﬁiﬂﬁipalS'anp counselors have access

*to the records.

Test data are mafﬁ%&+§€a by year, by schoo], and by student. Individual
students.test results can be obtained by agcessing each year's results.

£ . . . T . :
The Research DTrector in the district reports to the Executive Director.
for Curriculum. The Office of Testing is responsible for test administration. .

S

TEST RESULTS

The standards for passing minimum-competency tests were set by a commit-
tee comprised of teachers, principals, academic supervisors and testing office
personnel. The committee examined the distribution of scores the first several
times the test was used and selected a cutoff point. The cutoff score has increased
several points since the test was first instituted in 1960. Students must respond
correctly to 32 out of fifty items on each subtest. Between 97% and 99% of students
pass the test by the end of 12th grade. Students must pass the test to graduate
even if allother requirements have been satisfied. Those who never pass are awarded .
a Certificate of Attendance. : )




%;

ACHIEVEMENT TESTS (DENVER)

TCradeT T Nawe of “Designed Areas - Metric When NRT/ Forms ~ Norms
| Tested  Test by Whom Tested or Ls* Given CRT _Used Used General Purposes_
- #
K Clymer-Barrett Ginn and Visual and Raw Score Spring. NRT National Audio and visual discrimina-
Test Company Auditory Dis- provided by pub-  tion Readiness for Ist grade
t - crimination 1isher
e .
1 cT8S CT8/McGraw- ~ ~Math, Language, Percentile  Spring NRT B ) " Program evaluation, placement
Hill Reading ' . of students, curriculum revi-
sion to measure district wide
. : achievement progress diagnosis
. _ ‘ of student strengths/weqknesses
2 €Tes g, CTB/HcGraw- Math, Language, Percentile  Spring NRT . C " ) "
\; \ Hin Reading . .~ ,
3 Check Point District " Raw _%Core Spring CRT \\ £ A
4 cr8s CTB-McGraw- .-Percentile  Spring NRT o Level 1 Nitional * "
Hil provifled by pub-
1isher
5 c18s " " Spring NRT Level 2 " "
6 Check Point " \\_Bgy/gcore Spring CRT "
7 CTBS " Percentile Winter HRT Level 3 " "
8 _. CTBS " " Winter NRT Level 3 " "
c18s " " Winter NRT Level 4 " Placement of students, diagnosis
\ of student stfengths/weaknesses,
curriculun revision
/ 11 CTBS - " Spring HRT Level 4 " . T
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' COMPETENCY TEST -(DENVER)

Grade 7 Name OT Designed Areas Metric - When NRT/ Forms Norms

|_Tested  Test by Whom Tested, or UM* Given CRT Used Used General Purposes
[ \ B I | N
9,\*310. Proficiency and District Math, Reading, %aw Score Fall CRT Three forms For graduation
11; & Review Test /..—Language Winter used ®
12 ( Spring .
\\
;o
I
/ .

I~

- }




Remedial assistance is provided in the regular classroom, in remedial
,courses, in before/after school drop-in p%ograms, in summer school, tutorial, and
in skills labs. The forms of remedial assistance-available are determined by
individual schools. Remedial courses are optional. A1l costs of remedial work
are borne by.the district. -

In addition to test scores, subject grades and teacher recommehdations
are factors in decisions to promote students or to recommend remedial work.
L The district has specified its own minimum achievement levels.. No Tegal
a¢tipns have been taken against the district for using minimum competency or other
tests. The district pays the entire cost of its testing program.

For further infdrmation on Denver's student assessment program,.contaq&;\\\
, Dr. Barry Beal
; Denver Pubgic Schools
=z {_ 3800 York Street
Denver, CO 80205

- F Phone: (303) 837-1000 -
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DETROIT

The district uses standardized achievement tests published by a commercia:
testing service, district-designed achievement tests and both state and distric¢t-
designed minimum competency tests. : ‘

PURPOSES OF TESTING
Both NRTs and CRTs are used at elementary and secondary levels:

¢ for program evaluation - :
0 for diagnosis of individual student strengths/weaknesses
¢ to place students in remedial classes '
8 to assess the need “or curriculum revision

0 to measure distric¢v wide achievement progress

NRTs and CRTs are used at the‘secondary level for placement of students; test results
are also used in the evaluation of federal programs.-

The criterion-referenced tests used in the high schools, including the
proficiency examination and the Ninth Grade Communication Skills Test as well as
criterion referenced achievement tests now being developed for Grades 1-8, are all
referenced against the curriculum. - Curriculum personnel examine test results and

‘make any necessary curriculum modifications. . Curriculum modifications can occur at

the district, region or school level.

SELECTION OF TESTS

v The district has no standing test review committee. Research Department
personnel review tests on the market and tests in use in the district. The Research
Department tentatively selects tests with the aid of cur@iculum personnel, principals,
te:{chers2 counselors, etc. Based on feedback, a test selection is made and sent to
tHe superintendent to approval. The commercial tests are not piloted prior to im- .

'/é1ementation.

S

"The district has no pre-set criteria for selecting tests.. Applicability
to the curriculum, manageability and exclusion of racial, cultural and gender bias are
carefully considered. - There is a standing committee in the Research Department which

reviews commercial tests for bias. The district has refused tests and has had test

items changed when biag-was—detected. When the tests are reviewed, publishers are in-
vited to make presentations, proposals, and bids in a competitive process before a
final decision is made. - ;

The district, however, is not satisfied usipg only commercial tests and is
currently developing its own achievement tests. Test/ development is an interactive
process betweeh research and curric.lum personnel. Initially, personnel from these

departments and community members meet to determine Wwhich academic competencies should

be covered. Research personnel then write objectiveés which are verified by curriculum
personnel. Once the objectives have béen approved, the Research Department develops
test specifications which, again, must be approved/by curriculum personnel. Test
items are then written by teachers with appropr1a7e skills who are paid for writing
test items. : ' ' ' .

-70-




In addition to assuring that tests have curriculum, content, and construct
validity, the test development process also leads to a sense of program ownership
and commitment of the personnel involved in the process.

R

TECHNICAL INFORMATION i

A1l district-designed tests are field .tested with matrix sampling. Relia-
bility is determined with Rasch statistical models. Validity is assured through
the test development process dgscribed abo. .. =

Methods used by the d1str1ct to preclude cultural, racial and gender bias
from test items during development are based on a monOgraph entitled "Guidelines for
Reducing Discriminatory Testing," written by Dr. Romeria Tidwell. (Dr. Tidwell is
a member of the faculty at UCLA, Department of Education, and an associate of the
Los Angeles based Instructional Objectives Exchange run by Dr. James Popham).

The district has also devéloped its own additional guidelines. Local
committees consisting of teachers, administrators, local college people and, community
members meet to reView tests and determine if any items are objectionable.

ADMINISTRATION OF TESTS

A11 students in each grade, except students who have been in the country
for less than one year, are tested. Tegting is conducted in the students' schools.
The High School Proficiency Examination\is sent to schools just prior to administration
and picked up immediately afterwards. AN other tests are secured in Tocked areas in
. the schools. ) -

The in-service staff of the Research Department conducts on-going workshops
on test administration procedures and interpretation of test resu]ts for test coor-"
d1nators and teachers. ,

Special education students may or may not elect to take the High School
Proficiency Examination. A modified version is available for special ‘education stu-
dents. However, those who pass the modified version do not receive "endorsed" diplo-
mas which state that students have achieved minimum skills in reading, writing and
mathematics. '

Braille and large print versions are available for vision-impaired students.
Tests may be administered orally in limited instances to orthopedically handicapped
students. .

NEP or LEP students who have been in the country for less than one yedr may
be exampted for the proficiency examination at the request of a parent. The test must-
be passed in English. :

MANAGEMENT OF TEST DATA

_ The district's/data bases are in a state of flux. Results for the
California Achievement Tests are maintained on an item by item basis for each student.
The district is devéloping a data base which will contain all NRT and CRT data for

, ‘ |
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ACHIEVEMENT TESTS (DETROIT)

Grade” Home LT Designed Areagr Metric When NRT/ Forms Norins
- Tested Test by Whom Tested or UM* Given CRT Used Used ‘ General Purposes
Pre-K  Cooperative Pre- Addison- Total {nven— Number of Sept/May  NRT National Title 1 pre-school; pre/post
‘ Schoul Inventory Westey tory questions Oct/May test for Head Start
: passed 7
/ .
K California CTB McGraw- Total Battery RS, Scale . April NRT Form C National Title I Kindergarten evalua-
Achievement Hill , score pek- tion
Test centile
3 - Stanine
e | .
1-8 Catifornia CTB McGraw- - Reading,ﬂ Grade equiv. April NRT Form C National General assessment program
&1l Achievement Hil MaED_« | percentile Evaluation of Title I
Test | Stanine
! raw score
: , scale score .
9, 10, California CTB McGraw- Reading " Nov ~ NRT Form € National Bilingual and Title 1 assess-
12 Achievement, HiTY Math April. ment
Test e
. 8 * Algebra, Pre- District Math Number of  March CRT! - --- To place students in 9th gri/e
Algebra, and questions ‘ ‘ Math courses
General Math i passed P
Test ‘\ /! !
"9 Communications District Reading \ Percent Oct CRT - ——- Pre-Post test of language
’ Skills Test Writing correct April arts program
Study Skills
MINIMUM COMPETENCY
™, 7 Michigan Edu- State Reading Number of Sept CRT - -—- State minimum competency test
10 cational Math objectives 0Oct for internal evaluation and
Assessment achieved/ state-wide comparison Diagnos-
Program / not tic, no pass/fail records
achieved
8 High School Pro- District Reading i Percent Oct CRT ——- ——- Diagnostic, bo pass/fail
ficiency Exam - Hriting \correct records
Preliminary Edi- Math
tion | - |
10, 11, High School District Reading, umber of Dec CRT Three forms --- To provide endorsement for
12 Proficiency Hriting, hbjectives graduation. Student nmust
Exam Math assed/not. only pass once and only re-
assed take parts not passed.
. Yﬁ -72- ’ ;
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\*“\\adm1n1strators, and curriculum personnel. Teachers, principals;, and adminjstrators

1

;’//,,__ﬂﬁib_LQ_pass | | ; . L

each student. Current]y, the student and test data bases are separate

The existing test data base generates c1ass 1ists, frequency d1str1but1ons,
" summary statistics, item analyses, and reports which are sent to parents and students.
The data base a11ows for analyses by grade and gender - :

At the end of the year, a summary of ach1eyement test scores 1s pub11shed
for the—public, the media, the Board of Education, superintendent, regional and school

also receive addftional achievement data and reports during the year. Data summarizéd
by school and district have been maintained for more then twenty’years

Parents receive reports with individual results from the roficiency exami-
nation and California Ach1evement Tests. The reports, contain s1mp$\\la;guage explain-
ing the results and urge parents to contact schools for additional information.

Gummed 1abe1s are also generated for student records The 1abe1s from~the
Prof1c1enéy Examination show the number of quest1ons answered correctly in each area,
the percent of the total represented by the correct answers and a pass/no pass
notation. The labels for the California Achievement Tests show raw score, number of
questions on tests, ngmber of questions attempted, and number answered correctly as

‘well as a11 metrics rdported. Teachers and counselors, as well as students and parents,
have access to these records. The Reseaich Department and Curriculum Department. are
- separate units but are _located in the same building and work together cont1nuous1y
'The Research Department is in charge of test adm1n1strat1on

TEST RESULTS

~

\ . The standards for passing the High Schoo1\Prof1c1ency Examination were deter-
mined by research-and curriculum personnel after the’ test was piloted and the results
examined. Provisiefis were made to permit mod1f1cat1on of the standard if necessary.
Currently students must achleVe 70% correct in reading and writing and 65% correct in

v

Remedial work is mandatory for students who fa11 any part of the pr0f1ciency
examination. Remedial work may. take the form oﬁ assistance in_the regular classroom,
enro]]ment 1n remedial courses, summer school, /tutor1a1 ass1stance or skills labs.
Students who pass the proficiency examination- rece1ve endorsed .diplomas.
Students who do not pass after .repeated attempts\graduate with unendorsed diplomas.
. Students may return as postgraduates to take the test if they S0 des1re
Test scores are not the on?y basis for promot1ng a student or recommending
remedial work (except with regard to the profigiency exam1nat1on) Other factors such
as teacher Judgement, c1assroom grades, student maturity, etc., are also cons1dered

s The d1str1ct pays for the ent1re student assessment. program except for costs
assoc1ated w1th the Michigan Educat1on Assessment Program and spec1a1 project testing.

- ,
\ o Pz,
. 3 .
A .
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For further information a

" Dr. Keith Stockwell
Detroit Public Schools
5057 Woodward, Room 1224
Detroit, MI - 48202

.. ) ’ : e

““Phone: .(313) 494-1555
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LONG BEACH

& ~ The district uses only standardized tests published by commercial testing
services. The California Achievement Test also serves as the district's minimum
competency test. * o - :

s

PURPOSES OF TESTING | ~J (

‘;\\

: The district's achievement tests are used at the elementary and secondary
Tevels: ° - ‘ e o . »
for program evaluation / .
for-placement of students
for diagnosjs of individual student and strengths/weaknesses
to assess the need for curriculum revision ‘
to measure district-wide achievement progress

The results are also uﬁéd-ﬁn the evaluation of federal programs.
'The tests are referenced against the curriculum. Item analyses by skill
area for each student and each test are conducted. If weaknesses across the board
are found in specific skill areas, curriculum modifi;a@ions are made, '
SELECTION OF TESTS . : /

-

The district has no standing test review committee. The district-wide
achievement test was selected by an ad hoc committee composed of teachers, counsel-
ors and research personnel. The.minimum competency test was determined by a.com-
mittee consisting of research office personnel, subject matter specialists (Director
of Curriculum, Assistant Superintendent of Elementary Instruction and the Assistant
Superintendent of Secondary Instruction), lay people, community representatives.,
teacher representatives and counselors. ' : ;

The district maintains a test catalogue file from t.~ major publishars
which is updated annually.  District personnei attend workshops conducted by pub-
lishers and also invite them to make presentations. Three-or.four tests are always
piloted in six or 'seven schools to determine the relationship to the curriculum

pripr to final selection and implementation. : :

TEGHNICAL INFORMATION

/ The district carefully examines publishers data with regard to reliability,
idity and exclusion of bias. ‘ ' :

va
ADLINISTRATION OF TESTS

- State tests are given to all students at designated grade Tevel with matrix
sampling in reading, languagey spelling and math. As a result of matrix sampling,
student results are not possible. The results of the State testing program are re- .

orted by school average and by district average. There scores may be converted to’
chool and district percentile whiqh are re-computed annually. ‘ -
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The Tocdl testing program uses norm referenced tests. A1l pupils in all =
schools are tested in selected grades. o ' -
R _ . ) . _ s
'~ At the elementary level (k-6), the tests are kept at the 'schopl sites: At
the secondary level, the tests are kept at the central office, numbered and pack-
aged by number. Tests are sent to principals who must assure their security in the
~school and the return of the exact number of tests. Principals may delegate respon-
sibility to counselors. Test keys™are not sent to the schools. Tegts are scored
at data processing or in the centrai office. P -

Counselors in the school are responsible for in-service training on test '
procedure’as part of their job description. :

v

Some special education students are exempt from tests. Adaptations are
‘made for blind and hard of hearing students on an .individual basis, Limited English
proficient students are given practice achievement tests to determine the Tevélat
which they can be tested. State law, however, mandates that the competency test be-
passed in English. ' S .

~ . 1

MANAGEMENT OF TEST DATA

Tne district maintains separate student and test data bases. - The C.A.T. /
results are maintained on separate tapes. Test results are printed on labels which ‘
/ are attached to student cumulative records. The Tabels show scaled scores and-per-
/- centiles and, where appropriate, if the student has met proficiency requirements.

Counsélors, principa]s,‘teachers and parents have access to the records.

- J .. The district #eports frequenoxddi§tr1butions, quartiles.by raw score,

scaléed scovres, percentiles and quartiles', student 1ists and item analyses for each
test. The data base allows for andlyses by school, gender, race and language. Each
time a test is given, a-report on the standing of each school is given to principals,

subject matter cbnsultants, administrators and the Superintendentr ’ :

The Testing Office provides written direction and memoranda oq}test~resu1t”
interpretation. Counselors are responsible for advising teachers, and parents
receive assitance during parent-teacher confergnces. - :

- £ _ 5

: - The district has maintained test daﬁakby school and district since 1950.
tudent-by-student data have also been maintained but the duration is unknown.

’ t ' . . \ - .
Research and Testing are separate from Instruction, Research and Testing

acts in an advisory capacity to Instruction and is in charge of test ajministratiqn.

TEST RESULTS o o : S

The norm-referenced test used by the district serves as a measure of~ex-
cellence as well as a test for minimum competency. The test fis first given as a -
minimum competency test in the 8th grade and remedial work is automatic for those
who do. not earn a scaled score of 510 or better in reading comprehension, language
expression and mathematics - computation. Parents are notified and a conference
is set\up to review the student's scores.and item analyses. The best possible pro-
gram for the student with the school .is determined. Remedial packages are prepared
for students' use in the classroom under supervision. In addition, stugents may -

Qo
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ACHIEVEMENT TESTS (LONG BEACH) .

+

Grade - Nawe OF

Designed, Areas Metric When . NRT/

. 1 ‘Forms © . Norms ‘
Tested - Test . by Whom, Tested or UM* Given: CRT Used _Used _General Purposes :
1 State Entry State of Tmmediate See last . Sept ‘ Readiness for .formal
Level Ccalifornia recall, Letter line , : schooling
. Recognition, : ‘ '
- ~ Auditory Dis-
crimination, ‘ .
Visual Discrim- !
ination’ ‘
! ’ - . B - - .
4 California CTB McGraw- Reading,Com- Percen- April - NRT Form C National A1l purposes cited on page 17
* Achievement , Hitl prehension, Total tiles, ' g
Test . . ) . Language, Mathe-  Standard , -
. « -matics Computa- Scores oy o
6 California CTB McGraw- Reading, Lan- Péréen- Oct "NRT Forin C National = Also used as winimun competency
Achievemeiit HiN guage, Spelling, tiles, : | test
Test . Math Standard :
' : Scores . ‘
8 . oo T oo ” " April NRT Form C National Used for minimum competency®’
] . May " ’ . requirements
9 " " Reading, Com- " o ' NRT Form C National Used for minimum competency re-
_prehension, Lan- . ' , , quirements _
guage Expression,. R . ‘ o
Math Computation. : ‘ . : :
10 California CTB McGraw- . Reading, Lan- T April. NRT - Form D National. “Used for minimum competency \re- ;’//;;
: Achvievement nin guage, Spelling, ' May quirements . —]
Test Math \ ‘ .
/ '
/)’
i B
A% )
— T ) 1 )
- ‘ - - .
10 77 o : N




\ . - v -
Long Beach - Achievement Tests Cont'd

v

~ Grade .

Metric

Name of Designed Areas When NRT/ " Forms Norms* B D
Tested Test - .py Whom Tested or UM* Given CRT Used Used General Purpgggs.
11 ' California CTB McGraw- Reading Compre-  See last April NRT Form C Nationa) Used for minimum compétency
Achievement HiN hension, Lan- line May N requirements
-Test guage Expres- .
sion, Math
Computation
-3, 6, -Survey of State of Reading, Lan- = Percent 3&46: CRT . State mandate
12 Basic Skills California guage, Spell- correct, Apri]/ Matrix Sampling - no student
' : v ing, Math. Standard May; data provided -
v . o Scores 12: Dec |
t i \ N + and .
~ ; Percen-
' tiles . e
based on !
~ average "
results .
” for a
school
and/or a )
district _
¥
¥
]
+
i N \
. . .\\\
1o ‘ 143
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enro’ll "in Femgdia] courses and summer- school’, recejve tutorial aésistance and work
in skills labs. The district pays for all remedial work. B

v

Test scores are not a factor in.promotion decisions and other criteria B
" are examined-before placing-a student for remedial work. Students must pass the

" minimum competency test to graduate even if all other requirements have been satis-
fied. By state law; no documents except transcripts.and letters of recommendation

- may be given to students who do not pass the minimum competency exam after repeated
testing. ! - _ A ' - Y

: . The district presently specifies minimum achievement levels and no 1egé1
actions have been taken against the district with regard to testing.

a " The state furnishes the matér1a1s'for its Survgy'df BastVSk111s in
grades 1, 3, 6 and 12 and the district does not pay the cost of tests given under
state of-federally funded programs. ' . v

/ i o ) '} ‘s . . | ‘

/{ For further 1nformation on Long Beach's student assessment progre

&
céntact: &
Mr. James -Edmonson ‘ : ‘ : 7
Director of Research and Evaluation' - , u /
Long Beach Unified School System . . S
701 Locust Avenue L : / :
. Long Beach, CA" 90813 . o , :

Phone: (213) 436-9931

I
/
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are also used in the evaluation of federal|programs. < =, \

. on the district's skill continuum, so items are tied to curriculum objectives. If

~ SELECTION OF TESTS

— - L0S ANGELES - - = L

‘ “The'disfrict uses standardized achievement tests pubTHshed by a com-
mercial testing service and both district-designed criterion-referenced achieve-

ment and{minimum‘competency~tests.

|
PURPOSES ‘OF TESTIIIG

’ )
o

NRTs are used at the elementary and secondary levels:

. for prcgram evaluation

8 to measure district-wide achievement progress

CRTs are used at both elementary and secondary levels:

¢ to place students in remedial classes
: ® to assess the need for curriculum revision
|8 to measure district-wide achievement progress. ) : v
¢ to determine the need for teacher in-serxice training. ' ~

¢ for diagnosis of individual studEnf"strengths/Weaknesses

They are also used at the e1émentary leveli as one of lmany criteria in-promotion deci-
sions. Both NRTs and CRTs.are used informally in placement of students. Results

\

, R o AN - B
"The test objectives in the distrjict's Survey of Essential Skills are based ' .

scores in an area are particularly low, the office of instruction works with teachers !
to improve in that, area. At the junior and senior high Tevels, remedial materials are
given to students where necessary after competency test.results have been analyzed. .
Only elementary tests are spegifically referenced against the curriculum. : Y

, When tests are to be selected, area superintendents are asked to recommend
pepople familiar with specific curriculum areas to act as test selection committees.

The committees review test specimens supplied by publishers to ascertain their match
to curriculum and give opinions about format and possible bias. The tests-then go to

the testing unit for technical review. Test selection criteria are presently being

developed. S . : - :
R . .

When the district develops its own tests, items are generated within the
district by curriculum specialigts, teachers, and others who have test writing skills.

TECHNICAL INFORMATION | . - .

. . The reliability of the elementary level Survey of Essential Skills was
ascertained in studies ‘peiformed by the Southwest Regional Lab. Reliability studies
for junior and senior high competency tests were performed by *CTB McGraw-Hill.
Reliability of SHARP was measured with Cronbach's alpha coefficient and yielded co-
efficients of .94 (grade 8 and 12), and .95 (grade 10). On.the, TOPICS test, the
criterion for an acceptable item was a biserial correlation of .30. This biserial
correlation measured the relationship of.the pass/fail scoﬁeS'of students on a partic-
ular ftem with their to%al scores ‘on the test.. ‘ ' o )

_80-
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; Although content va11d1ty was- assured on the TOPICS and SHARP test
product moment corre]at1ons with APL and CTBS were also generated.

Attempts are made to prec]ude cultural. and racial bias from the initial *
construction of items. Sub;equent]y, jtem ana1yses are.cond. ted to determine if
significant d1fferences exas between groups in responses. .

) i

ADMINISTRATION-OF TESTS - .

Essentially, all students in a11 schools are tested in the d1str1ct wide
testing programs All test1nd is conducted in the students' schools

Elementary and junior high tests are stored in the schools. The senior
high competency tests are maintained in a central warehouse. Schools must request
the number of forms required and a11 must be returned The number of returned tests
is determired by\we1ght— :

[

Each year special training is offered for all teachers on test administra-
tien. It is usua11y attended on]y-by new teachers. un]ess new tests are introduced.

Spec1a1 educat1on students and those in non diploma programs as well as
very Timited English proficient students are exempt from NRTs. No adaptations
are made for LEP or NEP students. High school .competency tests in Braille and larges
print are available for the vision-i paired.’ \\ere is also modification of questions
not applicable to students with some hand1caps Oral tests are given to those who
cannot .use their hands. State law requires that the senior h1gh minimum competency
test be passed in Eng11sh. \

MANAGEMENT OF TEST DATA T \
. \ - )
The d1str1ct s test data base, is fragmented Tests]arevmachine scored
and results maintained at several lo at1ons ' Test'data from one student may be in
several places. Summary,data school by \school are- ma1nta1ned centrally. There

is no r°1at1onSh1p between the test data. base ard the student data base.

——

At the e1ementary level, average percent correct and 1tem by item per-
cent of 'students with correct answer are reported. At the junior and senior high-
Jevel, the number and\percent of students in passing and fa111ng ranges is reported.
Only the elementary data base allows. for ana]yses by school,igender, race and lan-
guage status. ‘ o | . o
i

Pub1ic reports are issued to all schools and offices as well as the
Board of Education. 'Reports are sent to schools and personnel on students and
schools within administrative units. The State Department of Education receives
reports on grades 6, 9, 11 and 12 as part of permanent stratified samp1e

The test reports contain a-section on\«interpretation of results. Reports
sent to schools are accompanied by memoranda on 1nterpretat1on Teacher designated
testing coordinators and area advisors/consultants in administrative districts
‘provide assistance to beth teachers and parents, Parents are also g1ven assistance
on interpretation in 1nd1v1dua1 conferences with \parents of 6th, 9th and 11th grade
students who have failed tests. Letters are sent\tc parents of all senior high .
students advising of students' pass/fai] status. \

o




ACHIEVEMENT

TESTS (LOS ANGELES)

Grade Name of Designed “Areas Metric When NRT/ Forms Norms .
Tested Test by Whom ~ Tested or_UM* Given CRT Used Used General Purposes
16 Survey of Essential Southwest . Reading, Math, Percent_ April CRT One now, p To assess student progress
Skills " Regiomal Language correct May new one in ’ in terms of mastery of es-
_ o Lab based 7 . Spring will - sential skills
/ ! on LA USD i alternate’ .
7 , Skills Con- ’ :
, ‘ i
S ‘ ;Ah”nyum . S ’ _/ ‘ - - -
3,5, CIBS | y CTB ‘McGraw- Reading, Math National May . NRT Form S end of. year _ To assess how pupils are
8 ’ - Hi11 - i Norm per- . ‘ progressing in relation to
' “cehtiles N ,_national peer group
1412, CTiS O " o " " " For Title I- evaluation
" ", . . . . .’_____“__
1-6,  CTBS Espanol " . ’ " " " --- o For evaluation of Spanish
o o ¥ . MINIMUM COMPETENCY TESTS - bilingual programs \
1-6 Survey of Essen- s : T -
RAL) SKills ..., Meeeriesaisieieass ALL INFORMATION SAME AS ABQVE
7 - ‘ PerfoFmance ) “L.A. Unified ‘Reading Raw Scoré Feb - CRT To assess minimum competency '
Assessment School Dis- ' i Har skills. Students who fail
in.Reading trict =~ - ! have opportunity to retaké in
& ‘ k« - ! 8th and 9th,
& . . - s 4 N
7 - Assegsment of . *7Toov Math, Raw Feb CRT
Skills in com- Score Mar o ~
putation . ﬁ
7 Write Junioﬁ{ L.A. Unified English Raw Score Feb, ¥.r CRT
“ School Dis- - o , 4 N (
3 trict . h . )
10 . e 1 - 1 . 5 :
3§RIOLfA§Z§Zf géﬁéo?néglsd Beading . Pass/Fail Feb, Mar CRT To assess a variety of life
ing Performance trict . N . skills -
- V(SHARP) . . ;
10 Tes; of Perferman;e L.A. Unified Math Pass/Fail Feb M- ' orms
in computational School Dis~ - ’ / Fe9, Har  CRY :ggmé A B Izi?ssess a variety Of life
Skills (TOPICS) trict A : - s ‘
10 Hrjtg Senfor gés-ognéflsd writingSk{IIs fPass%Eadds Feb, Mar- CRT Forms A, B To assess a variety of life
. >trigt ) anq C skills - .
Q ‘ o . . - . ! '82" bg T
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~ TEST RESULTS

opment of teacher in-service training. Teachers must plan ‘each individual student's/

- sions. Teacher judgement based on attendance, maturity, class achievem » general

kAY

‘ , At the elementary Tevel-a printout of all test results is attached to ths
student's record. A label indicating pass/fail status is attached to secondary
students' records. Principals and teachers ‘have access to elementary students
records. Counselors and teachers upon request submitted to counselors have access
to secondary students' recbwds. No* Tongitudinal -data can be majntained because of
the fragmented nature of the data. ‘ : :

I - : \ . T
The Research and EQa]uatyon Branch and the Instruction (curriculum) .
department are separate but kepprt(to the same superintendent. The Assistant Director
of Testing in the Research and Evaluation Branch is in charge cf test adminigtri®ioe,

The standards for passing minimum competency tests were sef by the Super-
intendents and the Research and Evaluation Branch. The standard is based on curriculu
objectives and common sense judgement of the practical, everyday skills needed by
adults. By 12th grade, 89-99% of the students have passed the test series. - The
Towest percentage is for the'mathematics testing results. . .

~ At the elementary Tevel, test results are sent to the schools for ‘the devel-

remedial work«——At the secondary level, remedial work is part of the reguiar. curric—"
ulum. ' S - , S T

e T

2 .. : . . ; ' s o .
‘ ‘Remedial work is in the form-of assistance-in the regular classroom, remedial
course, before/after school -drop-in—programs in some schools, -summer school at the
secondary level, turorial assistance, skills lab and spectial remedial materiﬁls at
the secondary level.” Special curriculum materials have also been prepared for

remédia] purposes.  The district pays‘a11 remedial costs.

- vy

Test scores are only one factor in promotion and remedial plagement deci-

progress and age (state law requires students to be in certain grades by certain
ages).are other factors. In order to graduate, students must pass the 10th grade test
series and have sufficient credits. No special certificates are awarded to students

“ * who do not pass tests. Diplomas may be obtained in adult schools subsequent students
leaving secondary school. : ' : ‘

" Thelstate has mandated that the district determine acceptable competency -

‘achievement Tevels. No court actions have been taken. The district pays all costs

except those of letters mailed home to secondary students' parents which is reimbursed
by the state! /- ' o o ‘ :
L For fﬁrther information on the Los Angeles testing program, please contactf

/ 7

¢}

Mar%]yn Burns, -Assistant Director of Testfng \ .
, o o
4

”Frank Jost, Testing Coordinator

~ Los Angeles Unified School District
Room G265, 450 North Grand
Los Angeles, CA 90012
Phone: (213) 625-6207-

-83- Ay
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) MEMPHI§
The Memph1s C1ty Schools presentTy uses standardnzed achievement tests
pub11shed by a commercial testing company in its system- wide achievement testing
program. The System also uses a commercially developed test in the administra-
tion of the Tennessee Proficiency Testing Program. Scoring of the system-wide
testing program is done by the school system. The prof1k1enCy tests are adminis-
tered by the school system and scored gy the state: - / :

—————— . . /

.LPURPOSES'OF‘TESTING | | s /

At the elementary and-secondary level, the Norm Referenced Test (NRT)
isJused primarily for diagnostic purposes and measurement of achieveméent. Program
evéTuat1on of Title I academically}oriented prOJects uses Norm-Referenced Tests ;o
- also. The NRT are administered dugﬁng tqe/faTT of the year for placement of students
————-igr;dlagnesls_of individual students, as ‘well as for measurement of class strengths
 and weaknesses. The spring testing program is desﬁgned to provide assessment infor-
| _——fation related to curriculum, rev1s1on,,to measure/d1str1ct -wide’ ach1evement progres§ _

and to determ1ne the need for ‘teacher iri- serv1ce/tra1n1ng A ; N
Y- ,

. . After the Norm-Referenced Test is adm1n1stered in the Fall, teachers re-
ceive two computer generated reports, a Group Item Response Record and an Objective
Mastery Report, both of which contain 1nformatj0n on individual: student. These ~._ \
reports are-used by teachers to assess needs, assign priorities, establish groups, ~7\\\\\
and plan instruction. Results of the Spring tEst1ng are used to monitor progress and ’
evaluate results. -Only test scores from the /Spring testing are recorded on student

permanent records ’ R p / T e )

. / ) ; ~

| SELECTION OF TESTS L : / : - , T\

The district has a test review omm1ttee comprised ‘of research and test1ng
* personnel, teachers, principals, instruct?onaT consultants, and guidance counselors.
The current test used by the district, the CaliforniajAchievement Tests (C.A.T.),
was selected after a-test committee heard presentations and reviewed achievement tests
~submitted by several test'companies. THe district has no preset criteria for selec-
ting tests. The selection of the tests/was based on. finding a test which most
closely matched the district's curr1cu]um, curr1cu1um objectives and stated eipecta—
tions of students. No compet1t1ve b1ds were received since cost was not a cry ter1on

’ -/ oy .
TECHNICAL INFORMATION N

N\\

\

As the district has not des1gned any of its own tests, there 1s “nformaL
tion of this nature. The Tennessee/Prof1c1ency Test, which is adm1n1stere to high
school students, was developed by a commerica¥ test1ng company with gu1de1yées from
a broad base of representat1ves fnom across the state. No technical information is
available for this survey \ /" N /ﬁ

£

AOMINISTERATION OF TESTS /| - P j

: A11 students are testbd in their own schools. Pr1nc1paTs are respons1b1e
for. the security of all tests./ The C.A.T. and the state proficiency tests are dis-
tributed by the district's research and testing division. Principals return all |
test materials-to the researip and testing division. Guidance counselors, teachers

el "‘ -84- l.iz)
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"are held by the research division.

. .u’~i~"" )

ST et
N

.experienced in testing, .or other experienced school personnel provide any necessary

tratning on testing procedures.

4

MANAGEMENT OF TEST DATA

_ The subscores from the C.A.T. are on the student data base. The test data
base contains test information by student, class, school, and administrative area.
Raw scores, percentiles, stanines, grade equivalents, and summary statistics are
reported. Item analyses by class and class lists by school are also generated. Ad-
ditionally, the data base-aTlows for analyses by race but not gender, language OFr
socioeconomic status. v ' Lo B

L

The Group Item Response Record and Objective Mastery Report are sent to

teachers, principals and area administrative personnel. An annual report to the

Superintendent and the Board of Education includes achievement test data. . Lo
Assistance in interprétation and use of test results is given to.teachers

in staff development workshops and in special -workshops conducted by the Division

of Research Services. ‘There is no system-wide focus on assistarce for parents.::

Test results are not sent home, but parents may be-invited to.discuss results with

teachers in individual schodls and cases. Occasionally, group meetings with parents -

t

Subtest scorgs ‘on the C.A.T.,.grade equivalents, stanines, and percentile
ranks are printed ©on Tabels which are given to teachers to be placed on student ¢

 files. Students, parehts, teachers, principals, selected administrative personnel .

. of Attendance but will have the opportunity to return and retake the test. ‘ /

place a student for remedial work, teacher recommendati

and ‘the reseaﬁchadivisithhave access to student records.
. 1 H . : .

Tapes of test results are presently maintained for 5-10 years. The time
span will 4§ncrease, however, in the near future when the district acquires. micro-
fiche equipment. : '

: The reéearch,division is a separate.division from Curriculum and Instruc-
tion, but representatives from both work together on tést committees. The research
division is in charge of test administration. . ’

TEST RESULTS " e
The standards for passing the State Proficiency Test were set by the state.

Currently, students must achieve a score of 65% correct in math and 75% correct in

reading, language and spelling to pass. Each school has automatic remedial courses,

paid for by the district, for students who fail. In addition, remedial assistance

is provided in the regular classroom and, in some schools, by area college students .

who provide tutorial assistance. . : L =
Test scores are not a- factor in promotion decisions. When deciding t&

jons are also a, factor. As

of the class of 19833 students must pass the state tést.in order to graduate, even

if all other requirements have been met. . . N, '

Students who pass the Tennessee Proficiency Test will be aw;rded a regd]ar'
diploma. Those who do not pass after repeated testing will receive a Certificate
] ' -85- |
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‘Q ACHIEVEMENT_ TESTS (MEMPHIS)
_ Designed T Areas Metrict ~When R/ ““Forms Norms .
.. TYest by Whom Tested or UM* Given - CRY - - Used _ Used ‘ General Purposes
. . . . '\n. ] . \ :

California CTB McGraw- Pre-reading : Percentf?ééﬁlmgpring NRT Form C National . Diagnosis of.ind!yfdua]-
Achievement | Hill Reading : : ' Lo ' students, measure of
Tes : Language “achievement

Math \ o

. ~ . / o . ' L
" " " Reading, Lan~ . Percentiles! Spring NRT . Form C. National Diagnosis of individual
guage, Math Raw Score - : studénts, measure of
: » 5 Stanines achievement
: . ’ Grade equiv. '
California : CTB McGraw Réadinﬁj . "~ Fall & NRT Form C National Diagnosis of individual A
Achievement Hitl Spelling. : Spring \ " students, measure of achieve-
Test . C Language ) ment R
! Math ) .
California ¢ CTB Reading, Matﬁ, v Fall & NRT Forms C & National DiaghoS1§ of ind{yidual stu-
Achievement . McGraw-Hill Spelling, Lan- Spring - v - D dents, measure of achievement
Test . ' -guage, Refer- o
E A ence Skills
. \\ ) . - . -
MINIMUM COMPETENCY TESTS :

Tennessee Profi- . State " Math, Reading, Percent CRT State pro-  State Graduation requirement as of o
clency Test : - Language, correct ¥ .~ duces new . Fall of 1983. Students must

Spelling . - “test each ; . pass only one time. Those

” . year * who fail retake uptil passed.
el
Lh
% !
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Yoo ~ Except for the proficiency requ1rements spe¢1f1ed by the state, no mini- |
mum ‘achievement levels are specified or proposed. Thé district is reimbursed by, |
the state for testing in grades K-2 as part of the Tennessee Assessment of Basic . ' °
Skills for which the C.A.T. is used. The state also pays . the total cost of the a8

State Prof1c1ency Test A1l other costs are carr1ed by the district.

For further 1nformat1on on the Memph1s assessment program, please contact:

. 0.Z. Stephens
Director
(or)
Dr. Joyce B. Weddington
Coordinator ‘ : o
Division of Research‘Serv1ces
2597 Avery Avenue !
- Memphis, TN 38112 /

Phone: (901) 454=5450 or 454-5333

-
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B Fan R i K . ‘: : N : /’ ! : , .
. The district'hsesjonly staqﬁardized achievement tests published by com-
mercial ?esting services. The Basi¢'$kills Assessment Program, designed by ETS
and published by Addison-Wesley, serves as the district's minimum competency test.

PURPOSES OF TESTING . o : //'
K \ R b ' N

The district's NRTs are used at boﬁ% elementary and $econdary levels:
_ 8 for program evaluation /

® for placement of students  / ' .

® for diagnosis-of individual student .strengths/weaknesses

© to place studdents in remedial classes _

® to assess/the need for curr”Eu]um revision s . ‘
-8 to-medsyre district-wide ad%ievement progress T '

g

‘The NRTs also have limited useas'oz7ﬁof maﬁy criteria in promotion dec1S1ons.(

The district's CRT is used at the e]ementary and secondary levels:
{ ® for program evaluation . B

‘9 for placement of students - . - R

® for diagndsis of individual student strengths/weaknesses

® to place students in remedial classes *

Test results are also used in/ the evaluation of federal programs.

; Tests are referenced against the curriculum to some extent. Test results

are used both by the testj g ‘office and Eurriculum and school staffs to determine

- areas of weakness in the Curriculum and to identify specific students and groups of
students requiring 1ntjydention strategies. . - o ’ -

3 N -

3
.

~ SELECTION OF TESTS |
_ - Thedistrict has’a City-Wide Testing Program Advisory Committee consisting
. of teachers,.counselors, administrators and a cross-séction of céntral office

‘personnel. The district does not involve test publishers' personnel in the review

process. Sample/materials are obtained from the publishers and the.selection is
‘made based on a /review process conducted by the committee. A detailed,-open-ended

review form was used during the last selection process. Copies of the form are - = "~
~.available” from the CGCS. At the time the ITBS was selected in 1980, it was piloted j
at three grade levels using a sample of 300 students prior to implementation.- The =~ i
district does not receive competititve bids. B <

A
S

" ADMINISTRATION OF TESTS _i' b

, A1l students in regular classes.jin grades K, 2, 5,7, 8, andfld are tested
with a standardized achievement or aptitude test. . At grade 12, students are serially
selected to take one of three tests. All testing is conducted in the students’
schools. ' ; PP ‘ .

-




" '.MANAGEMENT OF TEST DATA ‘, »

I Provisions are made for test secur1ty through wr1tten communication from
the testing office to pr1nc1pals The tests are.stored in locked rooms in the by
schools, and principals are responsible for distribution and collection from stu-
dents. -The competency tests are pre-numbered, sent to the schools prior to test1ng
and returned 1mmed1ate1y afterwards. : :

Y
-

: Tra1n1ng on ‘test procedures is hand1ed with deta11ed wr1tten procedures
and through in-service activities. ;

/. Newly arr1ved fore1gn born students with d1ff1cu1ty speaking and under-
standing English as well as students enrolled in special classes (EMR, BD, LD,
ED), visually hand1capped, and deaf/hard of hearing students are all exempt from
the district's achievement tests. Students who are identified as limited- English
proficient by set procedures under Law-are exempt from the mirimum competency
test. Special educat1on students may or may not be tested based on their Indivi-
dual Education/Program. No special adaptations of tests are made for hand1capped
“or Timited o non- Eng11sh prof1c1ent students.

]
Lo

The digtrict ma1nta1ns a centra11zed student data base (SDB) with infor-
mation on all students keyed to individual student I.D. numbers. The student test
files are separate. The test files generates list reports, item performance analy-
sis reports, frequency distributions, all summary statistics and individual S
machine- p1otted prof11e forms. Analyses by gender and, race are not done.

: " The district issues an annual School Profiles Report to the Pub11c The
repdrt contains a description of the district's achievement tests, an explanation

of the measures used and their meaning, test results by grade level for the system .
and for each schoo1 and a longitudinal comparison of test results. I

Smoee

Ass1stance with test resu]t 1nterpretat1on is given to teachers through //
‘written commun1cat1ons and in staff meetings conducted by measurement or curriculum
personnel.’ Parents are provided an exp1anat1on of test result mean1ng on a locally-
~ developed profile form.. The prof]le is a machine plotted form using bar graphs to
- coyer the rangé of possible perTormance . Parents are encouraged to confer with
schoo] personne] after examining the profile.

Rt

8 The on]y test data recorded on the student data base" (SDB)‘is a code |
whlch refers to the status of. the student-on.competency measures. Only testing
office.staff have access to the test data files. o \

ing program. No longitudinal data on”individual students is- maintained although

Summary data by school is ma1nta1ned throughout the 11fe of a given éest—
g;B

1nd1v1dua1 test tapes could be accessed.to acquire such data by means of the
I.D. .

: The research department and curr1cu1um'and 1nstruct1on are in separate
divisions but report to the same superintendent. The departments have a close
working relationship. The administrator of the City-Wide Test1ng Program in the
Educational Research and Program Assessment Department is in charge of test program
’ adm1n1strat1on ,

-89- ‘ -*l .'i '(; . !




- ‘ACHIEVEMENT TESTS (MILWAUKEE) A \

t ]

. Designed Metric

Grade I Name of Areas . 'whenﬁi NRT/ Forms Norms '
Tested Test by Whom ° " Tested or UM* Given ™ CRT Used Used - General PArposus )
. M N ) ' - s / . A
Pre-K Pre-School In- Betty Caldwell Motor and -—- Early in  --- ——— -—- Screening to determine readiness .
ventory ., -and ETS other pre- - Kinder- . R for formal schooling
o school skills garten ' '
year to
pre-school
K . HMetropolitan HBJ Psych ReédingReadi- Percen- May NRT Form L Nationé] ~‘Screening to determine'readinéssi T
Readiness Corp ness, numbers, tile - _Both levels for formal schooling u~/ .
Test general rank 1and 2 : ST
N Stanine -
' ( v ‘
4 1TBS Riverside Reading Percen- May NRT Form 7 National - Assessment of achievement
: Publishing Math tile Level 8
. . rank
! Stanine o
2 " Non-Verbal Percen- May NRT Form 3 National To get estimate of abstract skills
. Abstirract tile : ' related to achievement —
Reasoning rank !
; ) Stanine
5 1B Riverside Reading, Math-- " May _ NRT Form 7 National = Assessment of achievement
- PubTishing required, Lan- ‘ s - Level 11 .
guage Arts, and . ' N
- Study Skills op- o . !
- tional .
5 o Non-Verbal W May NRT Form 3 Nationé] To get estimate of abstract skills
: ---Abstract ' : Level C related to achievement.
_ Reasoning ' o '
7. -1TBS " Riverside Reading, Math Y - May NRT Form 7 National Assessment of Achievement
Publishing (required), Lan- U , Level 13 ' )
guage Arts and .
study Skills
™ optional
s K
_ ‘;‘;3" T —— e o . :
1- »1. ‘ » 7 W"rgoy'-'““' e A




2 ]
. ‘ . \
-Milwaukee - Achievement Tasis Cont'd
Grade " Name of Designed Areas . Metric When NRT/ Farms Norms . ;
Tested Test by Whom Tested or UM* . Given CRT Used Used General PQpr§és
) - . : e e+ OO 05es,
8 Basic Skills ETS-designed Reading, Math Raw & Stan- April .CRT Multiple -—- To get assess status relative to
. Assessment published by ' dard Scores . graduation requirements
Program | Addison- . :
. _ gweslgy .
9 Basic Skills 1 .o (Reading,  Raw and April CRT Multiple - To assess status relative to
Assessment Mathyif " Standard ° ' graduation requirements
Program i not passed Scores '
in grade ! .
8) and
Larniguage ¢
, , Skills R
9 Writing ° © District Writing " Holistic April CRT -—- -—— To asses#lstatus relative to gradu-
Sample Per- . Sample . ' . ation requirements ‘
) formance : S ‘ .
Test _ "
. . N\ N A
<10 Tests. of Riverside _Reading, Math Percen- Oct NRT Form T . National Assessment of Achievement
Achievement Publishing {using Sources tile Level 15
and Profi- of informa- rank
ciency tion optional) Stanine ) N
. . N
12 " Riverside Serial sample Percen- May NRT : . Form T L ,
Pubtishing of Reading, - tile : v Llevel 18 ‘National To obtain measure of "end-product
‘ ~ Math, and rank - ’ ' '
o | Sources of - Stanine ‘
. JInformation , N
L : )
¥ B
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TEST RESULTS

The standards for passing the district's minimum competency tests were set
by six committees of twenty members each which included parents, teachers, community '
:x‘representatives,'curriculum and subject specialists and students. The committees .

+  “rcarried-out a review of the competency tests using the Nedelsky-and Angoff @ethods.
~ Further, approximately 900 students identified by teachers in six high schools as
"masters™ Or "non-masters" took the-competency tests in the contrasting-groups pro-
cedure. Finally in May 1981, the tests 4n reading and math were administered to
all 8th grade students to dinitiate.the program. - ‘

Students must currently.achieve 50 out of 65 items correct in reading, 56
out of 75 in writing, and 40 out of 70 in math to pass. However, these standards
are tentative and subject to review as additional experience with the competency
tests is gained. ' L : S :

. Students who do not reach required levels will receive some type of in-
structional follow-up: This provision will be a function of what regular.courses

are available and where the student has scored below the cutoff. Students within
certain ranges below the cutoff may be able to achieve proficiency through regular
classes. 1In other cases, the ‘district expects to .identify groups of students in need

and when possible, place them together in regular courses.

.7 Currently, remedial assistance js available in the regular classroom, in
remedial courses, in summer school, skills labs and from tutors. The district pays
for all remedial work. - Students must pass “the competency test to graduate even if
all other requirements have been satisfied. The district will not award certificates
or special diplomas to those who do not pass the competency test. Such students
will remain candidates for graduation after completing all credits required until such
time as ‘they. pass the test. ’ : ' . .

~ Test scores play an extremely limited role in promotion decisions. Class
work, grades,-and physical and emotional development are primary criteria. In addi-
tion to test scores, the subjective judgment of teachers js a factor in determining
remedial intervention :for students. :

* Neither the district nor the state currently specify minimum achievement
Jevels. The district has published grade level expectations for reading, math and
language skills but these are considered targets and not mindmums. No legislative
measures have been proposed which would set minimum Tevels a}d no legal actions have
been taken against the district for the use -of any tests. o '
The district pays the entire cost of the student assessment program. For
further information on Milwaukee's student assessment program, contact:

Elfred Bloedel, Administrdtor’
City-Wide.Testing Program .
Department of Educational Research and
. Program Assessment .
Milwaukee Public Schools
Administration Building
PO Drawer 10K S :
Milwaukee, WI 53201 _ , . -
Phone: (414) 475-8265 ' .

*




MINNEAPOLIS

The district uses both standardized tests published by a commerc1a|
testing service and district-desdgned achievement tests. ‘

PURPOSES OF TESTING S

.- At both the elementary and secondary levels NRTs are usgd:
0 to measure dnstr1ct wide achievement progress ’
0 to measure.individual student progress
8 to assist with educational and vocat1ona1 p1ann1ng for 1nd1v1dua1
, - students . , R
. 0 to evaluate programs . -
@ to assess the need for curriculum revisiOn

AN

At the present time, mathematics CRTs are used at grades 7 and 8 to assess students'
mastery of arithmetic skills and concepts. In the next five years CRTs will be de-
veloped at both the elementary and secondary level to assess .individual and d1str1ct»_
wide achievement of grade level obJect1ves 1n read1ng, mathemat1cs and language arts.

Curriculum spec1a11sts c1ty -wide examine test resu1ts and item ana1yses to
determine areas of strength and weakness. Curricula are then modified to strengthen
weak areas.. The district-designed- tests are curriculum referenced while commerc1a1
“tests are as, c1ose as possible to curriculum objectives and content

SELECTION OF TESTS

The district has a city-wide Evaluating Techniques Comm1étee comprised of
principals, teacher, counselors, other staff personnel, currieulum consultants and
test1ng personnel. When a test is to be selected, a ‘subcommittee compr1sed of ex-
perts in the subject area is formed This subcommittee also draws in subject mdtter
.teachers from outside the committee. Tests are reviewed and three which best- match i
the. curricufum are selected. The three tésts are piloted, feedback is solicited
from teachers and the committee makes a final selection. There are no pre-set criteria
and compet1t1ve bids- are not received from commerical pub11shers \

TECHNICAL INFORMATION ' 5 e .

Preldminary results indicate that the Grade 7 and 8 mathematics CRTs are
reliable. Since these tests have been referenced against ‘the-curriculum, content
validity is assumed. In the development of future CRTs in reading, mathematics and
language arts, reliability studies will be made. These tests will be designed to
measure content objectives. Test items are exam1ned to check on cultural, racial and
gender bias.

ADMINISTRATION OF TESTS

hY

“ With the exception of the subject- specific tests administered only to . ,
students enrolled in 9th grade science and 12th grade econom1cs, all tests are adm1n—
1stered to all students in every school 1n the students 'schools.

-93- ) f /
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Test secur1ty at the senior high Tevel is the respons1b111ty of counselors. ‘
The testing office sends memoranda regarding security measures and necessity. At the |

etementary tevel, te ecy rty—ms—the—responsab++%ty—e%—sehee%—pr+ne+pa¥s——4¥¥k4x§4£_—J

are to be kept under lock and key.

At the senior high level, counselors are charged w1th advising on test
adm1n1strat1on procedures and must monitor test administration. Occas1ona1 workshops
on testing procedure are g1ven at the elementary level. :

Students in Spec1a1 Education-classes over 50% of the time are exempt from

tests as are handicapped. Limited English proficient students must be tested but
~scores are not included in the overall results. The Limited English Proficient Division
“uses these resu]ts to assist students. K ! - g f

~—

'MANAGEMENT OF TEST DATA

Thé district maintains a centralized computer base for all students in 211
- schools .from grade K through 12. All test data are recorded on the student data base.
A 1list report of individual student scores, frequency distribution by test with summary
data for the school, area and district are generated. Item analyses are also ‘availa- °
ble for selected tests. The data base allows for ana]yses by schoo], gender, ‘race, and
English-non- Eng11sh prof1c1ent

~ Each year ‘a "Profiles of Performance" report, which covers all NRTs, is;
published. This report summarizes city-wide test1ng over the preceding 8-10 years and .
also conta1ns individual schoo] prof11es It is distributed to the media, libraries
and schoo]s ) -
Teachers receive assistance on test result 1nterpretat1on through memoranda
~ from the Testing Office. Test results in grades 4, 8 and 10 are sent home on a student
prof11e which includes an explanation of test scores:and 1nterpretat1on Parents also
receive assistance during conferences with teachers and counselors.

A computer—generated label with raw scores-and primarily local percentiles
for each test -is placed on‘students' files. Teachers, counselors, administrators,
parents and students have access to the records. 0ccas1ona11y researchers are permit-
ted access but are not allowed to connect student identification to test data. ’

ﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ

.

The Research Department and the Guidance and Assessment Department are
separate and report to different superintendents. The Department of Guidance and
Assessment Serv1ces is in charge of test administration.

The district has implemented a schedule for mastery test1ng at each grade
level in the curriculum areas of reading, writing and mathematics beginning in Spring,
1983. In addition, strategies and interventions are being developed for assisting
students who fail tests or fall below minimally acceptab]e levels at designated
”promot1ona1 gates." The strategies will focus on-improving basic skills achievement,
using supplementary personnel and the best teaching strategies and supplementary
materials and equipment available. Remedial work will primarily take the form of
assistance in the reguTar classroom. There are presently skills 1abs for math, and

~ tutor1a1 ass1stance is ava11ab1e ‘for Title I students. o ,
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ACHIEVEMENT'TESTS.(MINNEAPOLIS)

Grade e : : i !
- e of Uesigned Rreas Metric When NRT/ Forms Norms ' -
Tested _lest ‘ by. Whom Tested: or Um* Given CRT Used Used - - / General Purposes
1 Metropolitan - Psych Corp Word Meaning, Raw Score +  Fall. NRT Form B Local Readiness for reading and Math .
Readiness Test - Listening, ~ Local ) ‘ &
’ Matching Alpha- . Percentile " .
het Numbers, :
Copying —
2 Stanford Psych Corp Vocabuiary, - Raw Score, Fall. NRT- — Primary Local Measure District Reading Achieve- .
Achievement . - - . Word Study, Local percen- Level 1 mept, Individual Progress Reporting
+ .Test in Reading -Hords tile Form A to/ public
Reading ‘ and Composition . ‘
3 California Psych Corp Vocabulary, Raw Scoro, Fall . NRT Primary Local Measure District Réadipg Achieve-
*‘Achievenent " McGraw-Hill Word Study, Local per- Spring . Level II, ment, Individual Progress Reporting
Test in Math, Calif. Test Reading Words . centile Form A; 0] public measure District Math
Stanford Bureau and Composition, ’ Level 13, chievement; Individual Progress’ ¢
Achievement : Math Form C ﬁeporting to publlc
Test in !
.Reading _ N
4 " v Psych Corp Comprehefision Raw Score Fall NR™ Primary Local Measure District Reading Achieve- _
, Vocabulary . Local Per- Level III, ment, - Individual Progress Reporting |.
Word Study - centile 0. Form.A | to Public
Skills o N
5 " ) " ‘ " " “ Intermedi-  Local M
h ate Level Iy '
7 Form A ’ /w//
/ .(H;»,\/V,,/ K . . 37’ .
6 " "y " " " ' Intermedi-  Llocal J " //
!l ate Level II, s A
I/ . g Form A /
. // . , " . " . L /'/"
6 Xo;}fornja Mchay-Hil] Math *Raw‘Score Spring NRT © Level 16 Local * Measure District Math Achieve- \ /'
chievement Cqﬁiﬁornia Local, b ' Form C ment, Individual Progress Re- s
Test in Test Percentile porting to public . o
Math urgau ' /
. / ) . . ’ /
8 Cal!fornia ‘rMQGraw-HilW Reading - Raw Score FdT] NRT Level 18 Local Measure Distirct Achievement )
Achievement / California Spelling Local - Form C . Individual Progress Reporting to
Test / ?est Bureau  Language percentile puhlic
8 Cal!fornia McGraw-Hill Math ~ Raw Score Spring NRT Level 18 * Local . Measure Distirct Achievemeyt
Achievement / California Local o Form C ' ’ Individual Progress Repoc;lng to
Test / Test S percentil ; ' public .
/ Burcau o / o -/ .
. / ‘ . ' i} //
Q" Stanford / /" Psych .Reading . Local Per-  Fall NRT * Form A ' Local |- . Measure District Ach}evemont,,
IQ\L(:‘ Test of . Corp "English centiles ; ' Norms . Indlvidual Progresi/Reporting
, Academiolk});i / Math : j to public 2 23' ‘L
mm L skills AT /8 /. 1dv
- / ~ = -

J
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COMPETENCY TESTS (MINNEAPOLIS)

Name of. Designed Areas Metric When NRT/ Férms 3
. Norms
Tested Tesst by Whom Tested or UMY - Given CRT_ " Used Used General® Purposes _

7 Minneapolis District Social Studies Raw score Fall and  CRT. Varies Evaluate Social Studies curric-
Social Studies * Percent " Spring ' - ulum ,
Test correct '
Minneapolis District Math Computa- local per- Fall and 'CRT » New Forms ‘Evaluate curriculﬁm, help group
Arithmetic ‘ tion ' .centiles Spring each. time; students '
Computation : 7th & 8th v

Y Test. Grade ver-
. sions

8 Minﬁeépolis Cri- District Math Concepts Local . Fall and  CRT Evaluate currichlum, heip group
terion Refer-. ' - percentiles  Spring students
enced Test

. 9 Minneapolis District Science * Local , end of CRT Different ,Evaluafe'curriculum, help group
Science Test , percentiles 1st & 2nd . each year students
o trimester

re B . -

12 Minneapolis District Economics Local Beginning CRT Different - Evaluate curriculum, help group
Economics percentiles end of each each year students

- Test . ‘ ’ "trimester ’
SN \\\"\
]_/3 \Y) RN \
J— Lo f
Q . '
ERIC e

Aruitoxt provided by Eic

/
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When determining whether or, not to- promote or recommend a student for re-
medial assistance, achievement will be .the primary basis for promotion, although
a student's physical, psychological an sociological needs must be considered.
Locally developed criterion- referencedqbemts at promotional gates are used to identi-
fy students not performing up to, minimat Tevels. These students are retawned if they
do not pass minimal Tevels of ach1evement aﬁ&er repedted interventions have been. tried..
The state does not specify minimum ach1eyement or competency Tevels and
no legislative measures to this effect have been proposed. However, the district is
in the process of determ1n1ng required levels of achievement at specified "promotional
gates." The district pays the entire cost of the student assessment program.

For further infOrmetion regarding the Minneapo]is,assessmenttprogram, please
Sharon Heffelfﬁnger ‘

Minneapolis Public Schools . : ‘ v
807 Northeast Broadway , L
Minneapolis, MN 55413~ o ,

Phone: (612) 348-6072 - ,
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~ NASHVILLE

The district uses standardized achievement tests published by commercial
;testing services and state-designed minimum competency tests.

B +

PURPOSE OF TESTING I

+

Test1ng (NRTs) is pr1par11y used to d1agnose student strengths and weak-
nesses, to assess the 'need for curriculum revision, and to measure district-wide
- achievement in grades K-8. To a limited degree, it assists in determining the needs,

for teacher 1n service tra1n1ng The resu]ts are also used for Titde I p]acement

Tests are referenced aga1nst the curriculum. Res arch and Testing
evaluate test results and based on that evaluation, Curricultm and Instruction
makes necessary modifications in the curriculum. Some schools also request direct
assistance based on item response analyses. : ' .

SELECTION OF TESTs

The d1str1ct has a stand1ng test review committee compr1sed of teachers,
adm1n1strators, subject area supervisors, counselors and Testing and Eva]uat1on
.personnel. Criteria are now being developed for use when ‘selecting tests from com-
. mercial pub11shers When the district decides to change tests, samp]es are re-
quested in advance from pub11shers who are then invited to make a presentation.
The tests are rated and in future, the top choices will be field tested before.a
final decision is reached. No competitive bids are received. .

Wien des1gn1ng district tests in the past, -teachers were first brought

in during the summer and-paid to  write test items to objectives. The second time,
all teachers were invited to submit items and $15 was paid for each item selected.

© TECHNICAL INFORMATION

Since the district used ma1n1y commerc1a11y pub11shed NRTs, they re]y on
pub11sher 3 data with respect to reliability, validity and bias.

The state-designed Tennessee Prof1c1ency Test is present]y being exam1ned.
for reliability and validity using Vanderbilt and Peabody Universities. Because '
the state did not request race and sex information on-answer sheets, no analyses

~have been done yet to determine the presence or absence of cultural, racial or
gender bias. Th1s will be done, however, start1ng this Spring. ~

ADMINISTRATION OF TESTS - - - ‘.

Al students in all schoo]s are tested in the1r own schools. NRTs are
numbered, kept in a warehouse and sent to schools. When the district receives
.. the state Proficiency Test, they are we1ghed to. determine the accuracy of the count.
. They are numbered, sent out to schools, and counted upon return. Complaints are
made if tests are missing but a different form 7s'used each year.

@




/ o - [ _
Teachers are provided in-service tra1n1ng on test1ng Procedure whenever
"4 new test is adopted. - . , /5 . , L
Only, full-time special~education students are exempt from tests. LEP .

"students are tested in Eng11sh The Tennessee Proficiency Test' is available in
Braille and large print for vision- 1mpa1red students. 0rthoped1ca11y handicapped
" students -who cannot Wr1te have someone to mark tests.

- MANAGEMENT OF TEST DATA » . o L ' —ﬁ v
The district maintains separate student and NRT tgét data bases. ~The test J‘

data base contains individual and school results by test and/ year, and student

sex, race and identification number. ~Additional student data can be accessed

from the student data base through the I.D. ndmber. e

¥

The d1str1ct produces mean raw scores-and mean Stanines for the system,
percent .of students in each Stanine at system and school Jevel,. 1nd1v1dua1 raw
scores, ;percent11e rank and Stanines, as well as all sum ary | statistics except
medians A class record sheet is generated which shows raw percent Stanines and
norma11zed T-scores. Each classroom receives an item response record from
McGraw-Hill, Sch001 summaries. by grade are also produigd ~

_ .The test data base does not show individual responses but conta1ns raw
score, percent11e rank, Stanine and T-score. A gummed/1abe1 for cumulative
records'is produced which shows each subtest raw score, percentile rank, Stanine
‘and T-score.  Only research and evaluation personnel/ have access to the test data
base but school emp1oyees parents and students oven 18 have access to cumulative
records o } ‘ /g_ .

A’ spec1a1 report on NRT test results by race is issued to the court under

“a desegregation order. Longitudinal reports are 1ssued to the press for as many
years as are comparable. .School system reports are sent to the Board of Educat1on
and Superintendents .

A test1ng guide provides teachers w1th assistance in interpreting resu1ts
Parents are given a profile. card which has a graphic presentation of scores and
contains an explanation of the meaning of scores‘and degree. of accuracy.

Curriculum and Instruction are separate from Research and Evaluation but
the results of tests are brought to the atteéntion of Curriculum and Instruction.
Research and Evaluation is responsibie for test administration.

(oY

TEST RESULTS

Ninth graders who fail the Tennessee Prof1C1ency Test have the opportun1ty
to take a preparatory/remed1a1 clasés in .summer school for a minimal fee. Ninth
graders who fail one of the language subtests are required to register for a reading

vclass in 10th grade in addition to their regular curriculum. Schools with the
highest failure rate in math are prov1ded add1t1ona1 math teachers to:Tower the
pup11/teacher ratio.

 The initial failure rate,for 9th graders was about one-third. It is .
anticipated to be less than 10 perpent by 12th grade. "The district pays for all




" ACHIEVEMENT TESTS (NASHV!LLEY

[

Grade
Tested

‘Name of
Test

Designed
by Whom

Metric*
or UM* .

When
Given

Aﬂrea§
-Tested

NRT/
CRT

Norms
Used

Forms
Used

|
General Purposes

=

k-3

4-8

California
Achievement
Test.

Metropolitan

- Readiness

Test, Psych
Cdrp

c.A.T./CTB

McGraw-Hill
cTes

CTB/McGraw-
HiTT '

-+ Battery

CTB/McGraw~
Hi1 .

Aeading, Math, Don't
Language report
Kand 1 .. ,

Spring

i ' Grades 2, Ter u—

Mean raw.
score for
system
Mean Stanine
for system
Percent of .
:ustudents in
each stanine
at system
and’ school
level ~ )
Individual g
~ raw score,
percentile,
rank,
stanine

'

Battery Group sta- Fall’
' tistics to
schools and
State Dept.

. ) of Ed.
" . Fall

Same as Spring

K-3.

Reading
Math
- Language

:
i
&
{
¢
t
b
¢
{
{
IS
F4
£

NRT

NRT

Form C National

" National
/

Level 11
Form P,

Level 12 Nationai

Forms S and National
T

District wide achievement progress,

diagnosis, curriculum revision

7

State mandate to test all 1st and 2n
graders statewide *
Same as above

District wide achievement progress,
dlagnosis, curriculum revision




MINItUM COM?ETENCY TEST (NASHVILLE)

Urade
Tested -

Nawe T
Test.

Designed
_by_Hhom

Metric
or UM*

When " NRY/
. Given CRY

Areas
Tested

Forms
Used

Norms
Used

General Purposes

9 Tennessee Profi-
ciency Test

st
f .
s
>

[

Originally from
Scholastic Test

© Service, in

future from

State Dept. of

Ed.

Spring
for 9,
10, 11
12th -
Fall &
Spring
9th grad-
ers who
pass sub-
tests
must not
retake,
Other students
are retested
on subtests
failed until
they pass all
parts.

Percent
items
correct

Reading, v CRT .
Spelling, ‘
Language,
Math

To measure compelency-for
graduation. Graduation re-

. quirement as of class of 1983.

Lag
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23

remedial work which, in addition to the above, fnc]udes regular classroom assistance.

> In add1t1on to test scores, dec1s1ons to promote or place a student for
remedial work are based ,on teacher judgement with- respect to grades, classroom work
. and maturity. - As of 1983, student must pass the Tennessee Proficiency Test to
’ graduate even.if all other requ1rements have been sai:sf1ed : s

Students who pass the Tennessee Profac1ency Test with perfect scores
receive special certificates in recognition of their accomp1isbhent. Those who
do not pass, receive a Certificate of Attendance in lieu of a diploma. Thereafter,
students must pursue a high‘schoo1»equiva1ency degree

With the exception of funds for state competency tests, the d1str1ct
" pays the entire cost ‘of the student assessment program. .
« ~ . -
- For further information on Nashv111e s test1ng pr09ram, please contact
Mr. Tom Caulkins
Nashville-Davidson Metropo11tan Public. Schoo]s -
2601 Bransford Avenue _ , . o
Nashville, Tennessee 37204 _ : “f

Phone: (615) 259-5856 ~~ . . LT

N
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e T NEW ORLEANS-

-

, The district uses standardized tests published by commercial testing services
and state-designed minimum competency tests. The district also has developed a Secon-
" *dary Curriculum Improvement Program. (SCIP) which is a self-paced mastery program, only .
* ' one aspect oféwhi$h is objective-based testing. - '

PURPOSES OF TESTING

NRT test results are a factor at both elementary and secondary levgls:
‘9 in program evaluation
- 0 in placement of students-. ,
. 8 in diagnosis of individual student strengths/weaknesses
® %0 place students in remedial classes (elementary only)
® to assess the need for curriculum revision ' oo
0 to promote -students from one grade to another .
9 measure district wide achievement progress
‘@ to determine the need for teacher in-service training

 CRTs are used at the secondary level to assist in «diagnosing individual student

~-§tréngths/weaknesses:_ Tést»resy]ts¢ané also used_in»the-eva]uation of federal programs. . |

Test are referenced against the curriculum to the extent possible. - The
" testing department disseminates test:-results to the curriculum department; ‘educational
supervisors and program developers.who develop programs .based on the information. The
testing office, which is part of Research and Evaluation, responds to requests for
assistance for in-service from the schools. ' R '

SELECTION OF TESTS ~ | BN

i When tests are to be selected, an ad hoc committee consisting of teachers and
v‘administrative~personne1, including supervisors or directors from Curriculum, Testing
Research and the Computer O0ffice, is formed. o - : ' :

"A11 major tests on the market are reviewed and publishers' presentations made
to test specialists. The leading candidates are selected and presented to the committee.
The final selection is based on pre-set criteria developed by the district. (A copy of
the criteria is available from the CGCS). No financial criteria have been.determined.
‘The district may receive bids. ) .

. o

"Test items for district-designed tests are developed by teacheys. No item
banks or pools are used. However, th€ district has no district-designed\standardized
.tests. ~ . ' o

. ADMINISTRATION OF TESTS - ' \

A11 students in all schools are tested on the district wide NRT and all test-

ing is conducted in the students' schools. Tests are retained in a central depository
“and disseminated to principals and testing coordinators who are responsibTe. for test
security in the schools. . School personnel sign for receipt of tests and return them.
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' MANAGEMENT OF TEST DATA

- fication number, date of birth, race, sex, date of test, items and subscores. The

data year-by- yearJ/By~§choo1 and grade. - . o

.7
/ -

ad

Principals and testlng coordinators receive in- serv1cetra1n1ng on test pro-

‘cedure one-half day eaghﬁyca . The training is conducted by the Director of Résearch

and Evaluation and test1ng spec1a11sts The pr1nc1pa1s ‘and testing coordinators are

‘responsible for facu]ty tra1n1ng

. ‘Special education students are exempt from the CTBS Braille and large
print versions of tne state tests are available for v1s1on impaired students and‘other
handicapped students have mod1f1ed test administration. Limited English proficient
students are encouraged to take the state tests in. Eng]lsh but may be exempt upon re-
quest:

x

The d1str1ct has no test data base for the state minimum competency tests.
It has maintained®tapes of CTBS tests since 1975. The tapes show student name, identi-

base generates individual item analyses, summary scores, class lists, rank1ngs by
class, grade and school, item analyses by grade and school and school summaries of
percent coyrect/incorrect. The data base allows only for analyses by school. Although
sex and race information are on tape, the district does not have a program which reads:
this information. The test data base and student data base are separate and cannot be -
merged : . . ’ B

The d1str1ct produces an annua1 11st of schoo] prof11es wh1ch shows summary

i Reports on test results wh1ch contain an exp]anatory page are d1ssem1nated
to parents and teachers. The testing office also responds to requests from teachers,

. and Jparents. for further assistance with interpretation of test resu]ts + Individual

schgols may prov1de additional ass1stance

Labe]s showing students subscores and tota1s in read1ng and math from the
CTBS are. placed on student records. The state prov1des information on the percent of
items correct and objectives mastered on the state minimum competency tests. One
copy is sent to parents and one copy attached to students records. School personnel -
and parents, students and researchers upon request have access to these records

The Research Department and Curriculum and Instruct1on are under dtfferent
superintendents but work together formally and 1nforma11y ~The testing office in
Research coordinates test adm1n1strat1on '

JEST RESULTS

-

Standards and cutoffs for the minimum competency tests are determ1ned by

* the state The district is currently in the process of switching from the Louisiana

State Assessment Test to the Louisiana Basic Skills Assessment. This year all second
graders in the -state will take the new test while all other grades tested will take

. the old test. " Each year each successive grade will take the new test .and the old one

will] be dropped as the grade 1eve1 is reached

Any student who .scores below 75% on the new competency testwill automatically
receive state funded remedial assistance. Currently, variousforms of remedial assistance
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_—ﬁizi?i;*_'_Néﬁii?:f Designed Areas Metric When NRT/ Forms | Norms
—ested . Test . by Whom — Tested _or Um* Given “CRT Used | Used ~ ' General Purposes
‘Pre-K  Cooperative Pre- b ~+age SSC Fallaﬁyé/ ‘ / o ) Title |
A School Inventory - equivalent & Spring- f , o
- NCE Pos . . N
, ‘ ; |
K-12 CTBS CT8 McGraw Reading, Mapﬁ ~_Percentile Sgring NRT K~Form A / National and As designated under Purposes
- : HiN . " Standard - 7 1-Form B j Urban . of Testing .
¢ , ' Scale Score / . _ 2-Form C | o
: ' o : _ ' A 3-12: al -, . b
N . ] ‘ L s ~ ternate
’ . . // S&T ) : . ¢
. . ¢ ¥ A .
. ; . c 9/9 PETENCY TESTS | ,
3, 7, Llouisiana Stata MafﬁéwReading;“ Percent Spring CRT ——- / - To provide n aningful data on
iv “State N ‘ }énguagelwrit{ng correct ‘ } student ach,cvement to educa-
Assessmenti (. = / ‘ ~ tors, parents, legislators,
Test , " and citizens
(] a . . . . i
To be replaced with . —— ) | . ) .
2  Louisiana Basic 'r{‘State Reading. Langﬁagef Percent March. CRT PR f O . Hill be used to‘feplpced LAST
Skills Test c ~ Arts, Math.-——  correct Aprid 5 by. testing -each_successive
' e i L N . Lo A : grade each year until LAST has
‘ " oo - ; .- been eliminated. Will be a- )

: criterion in promotion deci-
e : w ‘ ; -sions. See section on test
' . ‘ L ! - results for details.




~are provided in varying degrees in varioqg school’s includﬁng assistance in the regular
classroom before/after school drop-in programs, summer school, skills labs and tutorial
assistance. Remedial assistance is not necessarily tied specifié%lly‘to test results.

Results from the rew state competency test must be a principal criterion in
detgrmining promotion. Each .school system must specify a pupil progression plan with
.criteria for promotion. Competency test results must be given the greatest single - :
weight.of 211 criteria. However, the combined weights of other factors may override |
the compet@ﬁcy test results. Students must not currently pass the competency test to
graduate. . : .

The state is presently in the proce§s of déveioping minimum thievémenf
‘levels for students but details ‘aré. only beginning to emerge. No legal actions have
been taker against the district. for using any tests. S ‘

The state pays the entire costuof its mandated,assessment‘program.
For further information on New Orlean's student assessment program, ﬁontact:

Dr. E1len Peckman, Director . or Dr. Tina Franklin ’ : .
‘Department of Research and Testing Specialist
Evaluation . .

. New Orleans Public Schools:
4100.Touro Street. -~ -
New Orleans, LA 70122

Phone: (504) 288-6561




NEW YORK

‘ New {er City uses standardized norm referenced achievement tests published
by commercial testing services, a district-designed Language Assessment Battery,
district-designed criterion referénced tests, state-designed criterion referenced
tests and state-de: yed minimum competency tests. ' T

PURPOSES OF TESTING
' © NRTs are used at fhe\e1eméntary and secondary levels:

" for program evaluation .
. @-for placement of students -
~ @ to measure district-wide -achievement progress

" They are also a majox criterion in decisions to promote in grades 4 and 7 and in
special circumstancesymay be used in the diagnosis of individual student strengths
and weaknesses. CRTZ are used primarily for program evaluation. Test results are
also used in the evdluation of federal programs. '

S The NRTs are referenced against the curriculum to the extent possible.

: PsychrCorp,js;wtiting'additional;matﬁ~items;foh the Stanford Diagnostic Math Test -
which will match the district's curriculum objgctives:&nd assist in jmproving student
~ performance., Currently, item by jtem analyses from the math test are given to tea-
“chers (class report), principals and community superintendents to assist with curric-,

ulum planning and instruction. ‘ ' ' : - :

SELECTION ‘OF TESTS

: The district uses an RFP and bidding process for the selection of commer-
cially published tests. Requests for proposals detailing test specifications are
“sent to publishers and a pre-bidders conference- is held.  Criterja for the selection
 of tests include quality, appropriateness in terms of curriculum match, norms accept-
able to the State Board of Education for the evaluation of state funded programs,
ability to handle a large school system, and availability of alternate forms for se- .
curity purposes. Test items are also reviewed to assure that cultural, racial and
gender bias has been excluded. The Chancellor's Testing Committee which consists of
representatives from the Chancellor's office, the Office of Testing, Education
Evaluation, Student Information Services and representatives from unions and parents'
groups are involved in the 'review and selection process. " From those publishers who /
best meet the district's criterion; the lowest bid is accepted and a contract is
signed for a specific period of time. . "
\ , .

TECHNICAL INFORMATION A | L

. Determination of the re1i§bi1ity/and validity of the district-designed
Language Assessment Battery is currently in progress. During test development, items
were reviewed for cultural; racia} gender bias and analyses using group comparisons

will be conducted. - B

ADMINISTRATION OF TESTS

_ All stUdénts in a}T/schoois are tested. Except for Special Educat{on
placement, all testing is conducted in the student's schools. o




2

The Office of Testing develops test security procedures which include when
tests are to be sent and opened and how they are to be handled. The" Inspectof’ : '
General's office sends out personnel to .do spot checks on where and how mater1a1s‘ ///
are stored and handled. That office also. 1nvest1gates réports of security violations.
If violations-are substantiated, they may suggest via memo-that an alternative form .
be used. If investigations determ1ne that atest has- been used for instructional
purposes, punat1ve measures may also be taken.

. “The district has a specially funded program for district test 1iaisons
who conduct workshops on test administration for teachers, adm1n1strators and princi-
pals. . _

The district encourages ‘the participation of all limited English prof1c1ent
students in the city-wide testing program a]though they may elect to be exempted
Special educat1on students are tested if it is part of their I.E.P. '

)

1Y

On '‘the sftate competency tests, alternative testing techniques are used for
“pupils whose native language is other than English who first enter, after ‘grade
eight, schools where the predominant 1anguage of instruction is English’. The state
math tests will be available this year in 22 different languages. The: c1ty has ini- ;
. tiated & procedur on‘the wr1t1ng test which permits students to write.a 250 word- :
compos1t1on ‘on sglected topics in their native language. The tests are then graded
by competent respurce people fluent in the language. This procedure has won approval
from the state and may be instituted state w1de :

Modifiications of state tests and test administration are ava11ab1e for
students with hand1capp1ng conditions. :

Students‘are exempted from State comprehensive, test requirements for gradua-
tion if they have scored above a centain level on College Entrance Examination Board
"tests or American College Testing Program tests or have passed State Regents examina=-
tions in English and math. "Alternative tests" may be used for students "who have
not passed the examinations...because of extraord1nary administrative circumstances

" not caused by the willful act of the pupil or of a teacher or administrator"

MANAGEMENT OF TEST DATA .. - - - -~ S

The district maintains NRT results on tape by year for each student, schoo]
and subdistrict. Hard copy data.are also available. The city is also work1ng toward’
a competency test data base for high school students. The student data base is separ-
ate and contains no test information. x

The district publishes a three- part Rank1ngs Report which ranks all
New York City Schools with regard to performance in reading. This report provides
annual compar1sons of the percent of students at or above grade-level, at or below
grade level, gains, means, medians and grade equivalents by school. The statistics
include ]1m1ted English proficient students . Although their results are broken out
separately, those tested are included in the overall statistics’as well. 1If they are
hot tested, they are included and counted as below grade level. The third part of
the Rank1ngs Report (Supplement) excludes data on limited-English proficient students.
Thé district data base does not allow for analyses by gender,,race, language or SES.

he Rank]ngs Report is released to the genera] pub11c ’
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ACHIEVEMENT TESTS (NEW YORK cITY)

g e—

[ * Grade Nawe of j;\Designed Areas . Metric When NRT/ .~ Forms anems ) . :
hTIested Test * by Whom Tested or_UM* - Given CRT . Used Used General Purposes
J . . - —T
2-9 California Achieve- CTB McGraw- Reading NCE, grade Spring ~ NRT 1980 - C National Annual survey of student achieve-
ment Test - HIN o equiv,, raw - ) 1981 - D ment; promotion policy in4 and 7;
5 scores, State mandate for ranking of schools
percentiles C L
2-9  Stanford Diagnos-~ Psych'Corp Math "’ Spring NRT Form- A " National  Diagnostic; instructional purposes
© " tic Math Test ' - ‘ ~ promotion criterion.in 4 and 7 (pie-
. . . \ —_ ! -sently being customized to district
‘ ‘ , curriculum)
K-12 Language Assess- District LEnglish Language Raw score, Annually - --- - —— For p]acement in bilingual and
ment Battery Proficiency percentiles or when English as a second language class
. . , student . : -
enters w4 e
Y . system . ‘l ’ ‘
9-12 High School Reading - CTuS Reading, Math ’ Raw scores, . Oct NRT =" Alternate Natlonal —_Evaluation instrument for funded
‘ Reading and Math McGraw-Hi11, grade equiv- April forms ‘ programs ) e
series Math g .alent, per- L. ’ LI ', BRI
‘ ' TASK (Psych centiles « , . W e
AN - Corp) ‘ . o
9-12 .Hféh School “;District Numerous sub- Pass/Fail - CRTs --- --- To demonstrate satisfactory achieve-'
. City Wides Subject jects in Math, . ment in courses and sequences of.
Area. English, Sciences, courses_for the requirements of the
- Directors Foreign Languages,

9-12

Regents ..

Exams

State

Business and
Vocatjonal Ed:

‘Math, Languages,

Sciences, Social

Studies and other

areas

Pass/Fatl

o

Whenever
students
complete
given se-
quence

CRT

high

chool dip]oma

:,&,‘ B

Achievement test used as a standard

%
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MINIIMUM - COMPETENCY TESTg {NEW YORK CITY)

K X .
Grade Name uf Designed ~ - Areas Metric When NRT/ . Forms “Norms , S )
Tested | Test by Whom _ . Tested or UM* Given \ CRT . Used 'h Used g General Purposes
coe 3 & Pupit—Evaluation State = ‘ Math, Beéding 6th Grade Fahl "CRT - {--F . - Checkpoints as part of State
6 - Program v : - Reading % o ‘ Regent's Competency Test Pro- .
‘ . ' DRP* C o ©.gram ¢ S S )
i 8 . Preliminary . State . Reading bRP* E Annually CRT . - ) m—- " Checkpoint to provide'remédia] ’ -
.. Competency ) Writing - Holistic - N ) assistance
! Exam . . ' ‘
9 Regents 4 State . Math Raw Score Jan and .CRT‘ — - Graduation requirement
Competency o : Pass/fail June ERR o o
. Test ‘
it L ; ~State Reading DRP* " CRT == == ' Graduation requirement
Cor , . » Writing Holistic , B :
12 S - . o

*DRP - degree of reading power.

. - . . ) ) l FEEAN ‘
. o . : R
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‘Test liaisons-assigned to each district conduct workshops for principals,
administrators, teachers and parents on reading printouts and interpretation of test
results. These workshops are intended to assist in understanding individual written

‘test reports, and how to use these test results.

. C.A.T. subtest results and totals and Stanford math test results are re-
“corded on permanent student records, usually via a gummed label. Teachers, princi-
pals and immediate school staff have acces$ to these records.

Longitudinal test data from State competency tests, C.A.T. and the Stanford
Test have been maintained by student for several years. - e .

, The Office of Education Evaluation (research) is distinct from Curriculum
and Instruction, and is generally responsible for the evaluation of centrally adminis-
- tered, categorically funded and special programs. The Office of Testing in Curriculum
and Instruction has primary responsibjiity for test administration but is also '

- involved in research design, pilot testing, etc.

- TEST RESULTS

The standards and cutoffs for the competency exams given in high school are
determined by the state. The standards and cutoffs used on the C.A.T. and math test
in grades 4 and 7 to determine eligibility for promotion were set in a process initi-
ated out of the Office of the Chancellor. Public meetings were held and committees
“set up. Suggestions were presented to the Chancellor's office which then set the
policy.  Currently, any student in 4th grade who is more than one year below grade
level in reading and two years\or more below level in mathematics is retained. Any
7tk grade student who is more tgan 13;"years below grade level in reading and two
years or more below level in mathematics is also retained. :

Students who are retained in 4th and 7th grades are encouraged to attend a
- six week remedial summer school program. At the end of the program.students are re-
tested and promoted .if results are satisfactory. Any retainee can be re-tested at
the end of summer whether or not they have been enrolled:in a summer program. In
addition to summer school, remedial assistance is also provided in special classes
containing no more .than 20 .students. There is no specific policy for high school
students who-fail the State Competency Test.’ ' '

 In addition to summer school and small classes, remedial assistance is
provided in the regular classroom, and exemplary reading and -mathematics programs.
Some high schools operate before/after school drop-in programs and provide tutorial
services. Skills labs are available in some of the remedial courses. Remedial costs
are paid for by the district, state and federal funds.

If a student scores below the cutoff in 4th and 7th grade C.A.T.s, the

teacher and principal may petition. the Superintendent for examption from retention
based on. other grades, past performance and attendance. 'The petition is presented
to the Promotional Policy Office where final determination is made.
oo Students who do not pass the state competency exam do not graduate even if
alT other requirements have been satisfied. Students who do not pass do not receive
any certificates or diplomas. They may return in August and January to re-take the
test but if they have not passed that time, they must pursue a G.E.D.
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The .state presently specifies minimum achievement levels for students. No

legal actions have bgen taken,

district pays the entire,costé

against the district for the use of any tests.
scoring and-reporting costs o

f the competency exams .

L

The

of the student assessment program and the scanning,

For further information on New York's testingrprogram, please coptact:

Ida Echevarria _
Director, Office of Testing

Division of Curriculum and Instructio
131 Livingston Street

BrookTyn, NY 11201

" Phone: (212) 624-4101

‘e
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| NORFOLK

The.district uses standard1zed dchievement tests, published by a commerc1a1
test service; district-designed ach1evement tests, and the state-designed minimum
competency test

PURPOSES OF TESTING . .

At both the e1ementary and secondary 1eve15, NRTs are used
'bO for program evabdat1on
® for diagnosis. of 1nd1v1du% strengths/weaknesses »
¢ for.placement of students in remedial classes and the gifted program -
® to measure district- w1de ‘achievement progress . . .

The CRTs are a factor in promot1on dec1s1ons at the e1ementary 1eve1 and are used at*
both e1ementary and secondary 1eve1s
Y
O for program- evaluation <
® for diagnosis of individual students
® to assess the need for curriculum rev1s1on
® to monitor dlStP1Ct wide ach1evement Progress

The resu]ts of NRTs are a1so used in the eva]uat1on of federa] programs.’

. District- des1gned tests are referenced aga1nst the curriculum and test 1tems
are matched to curriculum objectives. Areas of weaknesses are determined from test

.- results-at three levels: the classroom teacher at the class level, the principal at
the school 1eve1,.and the Instruction Department at the system 1eve1 Modification of
curriculum may occur at any of the three levels. R '

SELECTION OF TESTS v

o In V1rg1n1a, the state recommends and provides spec1f1c‘tests When an -
option exists, Testing and: Instruction personnel make the selection. However, tests
are mandated for specific grades but the district may decide to administer the appro-

) npr1ate level of the test in add1t1ona1 grades as well. :

- For d1str1ct des1gned tests, Norfolk has developed its “own item pool. The
jtems were generated by test development comiiittees which consist of personnel from
the testing department, subject matter coord1nators, and subject matter teachers.
Personnel from the Testing Office served as resource. consultants and prov1ded tech-

. nical -assistance. Mastery items can be generated.{ur teachers to use in determining
1f remed1a1 work 1s effective or mastery of objectives has been achieved.

TECHNICAL INFORMATION

: The district-uses KR20 and the Kappa formula to determine the re11ab111ty
of the Monitor tests and relies on ¢ontent validity. A study is present]y in progress
Lne_lf_racla], cu]tura] or gender b1as has been e11q1nated

® <
T >
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' ADMINISTRATION OF TESTS

A1l regular students in designated grades in all schools are tested. Test
‘materials are housed in a testing room, in the School Administration Bu11d1ng, and
are under lock and key. ; -

. AT1 test mater1a1s are sent to the bu11d1ng principal who must s1gn a re-
ceiving form which is returned to the Testing Office. A1l special requests for
tests must be approved by the principal and/or Regional Assistant Super1ntendent

~ The test1ng room is cleaned during the day when the test1ng staff is present.

: Training on test adm1n1strat1on and interpretation of results is g1ven to
principals, test chairpersons, ‘teachers and assistant principals for each building by"
staff from the Testing Office. Prior to the training, the staff meets with Regional
Assistant Superintendents to present pertinent information. The testing chairpersons
assist w1th facu1ty tra1n1ng C ' -

. "Under specific conditions, a few special education children are exempt
from the tests. Some special education students take an off-level test. Both the
state 'and district tests are available in large'print for the vision impaired. Stu-
.dents who.do not test well in large groups can-be tested individuaily. . LEP or NEP
students may be granted case- by-case delays in taking tests but must u1t1mate1y take
them in Eng11sh

e -

-MANAGEMENT OF TEST DATA

v ’

A11 information from the Graduation Competency Tests and d1str1ct Mon1tor
-Tests is on the test data base keyed to individual student I.D. numbers. The data
base also contains information on each student's grade, sex, race, and school. -Re-’
sults from the CAT and SRA tests are on separate tapes and cannot be accessed by
student. I.D. number. From the test data base, for the Monitor Test, the district
generates item analyses, frequency distributions and summary statistics by class, |
school and system. Reports.on individual students and classes are sent to teachers.
Aggregate class data and school reports are provided to principals. Formal reports

- on individual schools, schools in a region and system are provided to pr1nc1pa1s,
. Regional. Ass1stant Superintendent, Super1ntendent and the School Board.

Parents are issued 1nd1v1dua1 reports with an explanation of content. A
cover letter from the principal is written, urging parents to ‘contact teachers for an
explanation and assistance, when necessary. The-Testing staff also provides test and
test 1nterpretat1on information at PTA meetings upon request.

Elementary students' records conta1n a computer generated sticker shOW1ng
~ test-date, scores for each subtest and total. Graduation Competency Test subscores
. and pass/fail status ‘are recorded on each secondary tudent's folder. Access to stu-
dent records is limited to classroom teachers, coupgelors and parents. Individual
student records are microfiched after graduation and maintained indefinitely.

The Research and Instruction Departmenté are support deparfheﬁts. They work
together but do not report to the same Assistant Superintendent. The Director of -
Testing is in charge of-.test administration.

\

,» . j T e
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\\\\\§\ . ACHIEVEMENT TESTS (NORFOLK)

“Grade Name of ‘ Designed ¢  Areas - Metric - ~When  NRT/ Forms Norms ;
Tested Test. . by Whom Tested or UMv Given CRT Used _ Used - General Purposes
Pre-K Honitor Test District Readiness Percent Sept. CRT -—-‘ ‘Local To assess readiness for Kinder-
L . © correct | Jan . garten :
. May X \
K © Metropolitan Psychological =~ All six -, Percentile  Feb NRT Form P Nationa} Diagnostic
Readiness Test Corporation areas Level 1 y ]
1 ) " | ‘ noo " " Sept NRT Form P’ ’ " 7 "
Level I1 -
1 Monitor Test District * Language Arts  Percent Jan CRT ' ——— > Local To @onitor,progress
» : correct May C
2 Science Research  Science Re- Language Arts, Percentiles Mar NRT Level C Mational To defermine degree of achievgﬁent"'
" Assoclates Test . search Asso- Math, Reading, : Form 1 i . . /
ciates, Educational . ' /
Chicago “Ability : : : : /
) Serles - : v
. 1 . o . o : Readfng, Language K Mar NRT  Level E " ' "
. . Arts, Math, Social Form 1
Studies, Reference
Materials, Educa-
tiomal Ability
Series : ‘
‘ 6,8 ' Scienq Recearch Science Re- " ) " Mar NRT Level F: National To determine degree of a-;hievement
Assoclates search , : _Form 1, 6th :
Achievement Test Associaﬁes. ) . - Level G:
Chicago y Form 1, 8th
\\\\\\\. : Level H:
. » , _ , Form 1, 11th
11 o . " A1l of the above \\\“\\\ Mar ' v Y National To determine. degree of achievement
4 T\ and Applied Skitls . S : ’
1-6 “Monitor Test District Language Arts and . Percent \\Sgpt,dan. CRT different Local To monitor progress
T - Math - correct May.. levels according S
\\ . ~ to grade
N
‘ N -115-
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Horfolk - Achjevement Tests Cont'd -

l
\
1

When

Grade ” Name of Designed Areas - Metric NRT/ Forms Norms
Tested Tast =~ by Whom Tested or UM+ Givgn CRT Used Used General Purposes
/3-8 California-Achieve- CTB Mcﬁraw- o ‘Reading, Lan- Percentile Oct NRT 0ff-level National For Title I
' ment Test HiN guage, Arts, NCE Apr Testing o N
Math - ’
7 Science, Math, Lan- District Science, Math Percent Sépt CRT - Local To monitor progress
guage Arts Tests - Language Arts correct Jan .
. Feb .
. May k
8 HMath,  Language District Hath, Language Percent Sept CRT —-- Local To monitor progress
Arts Tests . Arts ’ correct Jan ’ '
\ . T Feb
| !
9510 Math, kanguage District Math, Language Percent Feb CRT . -—-- Local To monitor progress
s. ﬂg&ﬁqlg%}s i | Arts correct _
"1l & Language Arts District Language Arts Percent Feb CRT Local To monitor progres§
| 12 Tests v correct '
Y ¥
’ Ll
i | \
); L]
’
o
1’;‘ J ul.lf i
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// MlNlﬂyM COMPETENCY;TESTS (NORFOLK)
. ) / S
. . ' . 1 ; . .
Grade / " Nawe WF Designed - Areas Metric When _NRT/ Forms Norms
Tested - Test -by "Whom- Tested or _UM* Given’ CRT Used Used General Purposes
10 Virginia Gradua- State . Reading, Hath, Percent March ~ CRT ——- State To determine graduation
S " tion'Test District Social Studies correct ' ' ’
/U 11'& Virginia Gradua-  For those 11th Grade:
-12 tion Test . who did not Harch
’ pass test 12th Grade:
in 10th Oct.,
" grade Mar.,
May
| 2,
!
e
/
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TEST .RESULTS . ~ - ‘ | L \

The state sets the standards for pass1ng minimum competency ftests. Students
must score 70% correct to pass. In 1981, 99 9% of the 12th grade students. passed

Those who fail competency tests on the first adm1n1strat1on have four oppor-
tunities to retake the tests. Remedial work is pnov1ded in each school. Remed1a1
work can take the form of assistancesin the regu]ar classroom, enrollment Y§n remedial
courses or tutor1a1 ass1stance, all of wh1ch is pa1d\for by the district. t

Test scores are on1y one of many criteria in Rromot1on decisions. \Teacher .
Jjudgement, reading level, grades and classroom participation are also factors\ How-
ever, students must pass the competency tests to graduate irrespective of othep cri-
teria. "Regular students who do not pass, do not receive a diploma. They do hadve the -
opportun1ty to return and take the tests -after 1eav1ng school. \

: Both the district and state presently specify minimum ach1evment 1eve1
The state supp11es the manddated tests and pays for scoring and other costs.

! /
For further 1nformat1on on Norfolk s assessment program, contact ! /
)
Anna G. Dodson~
Director of Research, Test1ng
and Stat1st1cs
.+ 800 E. City Hall Avenue
Norfo]k VA 23501 . ~

Phone. (804) 441- 2319

.
T
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PURPOSES OFVTESTING

' OAKLAND
The district uses standard1zed achievement tests pub11shed by a
commerc1a1 testing.service, and district- des1gned achievement and m1n1mum com- \
petency tests.

Both NRTs and CRTs are used at the elementary and secondary ‘levels
for: o X

¢ program evaluation

0 placement of students - '

8 diagnosis of individual student strengths/weaknesses

® assessment of the need for curriculum revision

0 measurement of district-wide achievement progress

0 determination-of the need for .teacher in-service training

" In addition, NRTs and CRTs are a factor in placement of students in, remedial

classes at the elementary level and CRTs are a factor in promotion decisions at
the elementary level. Results are also used in the evaluation of federal pro-

grams.- . B .

The student assessment program is not related to curriculum improvement
efforts through any formal process. Test results are reported to the Curr1cu1um .
Division at least semi- annua]]y and the curriculum is wr1tten based on test

scores.

SELECTION OF TESTS

"~ Tests are selected by the Super1ntendent s Test1ng and Evaluation

Committee which is comprised of the Director of Research and Evaluation, several
principals, teachers, curriculum personnel, parents, and one representative from
the community at large. *Test publishers deal directly with the Director of
Research and Evaluation and his staff which presents test materials to the
committee for review and selection. '

. When the district designs its own tests, 1t deve]ops some items on its
own but also draws on item banks such as the state item bank, the National

" Institute of Education National Assessment pool in Denver (Educat1on Committee of

the States), and publishers' existing item banks for which a royalty must be paid.

TECHNICAL INFORMATIQN » | - e

To ascertain reliability of district-designed tests, standard relia-
bility formulae, primarily KR20 and KR21 are used. Validity is assured by content
validity determined by an Item Review Committee using item bias studies. To
preclude cultural, racial or gender bias in test items, statistical item bias
stq§1es using primarily Chi Square and item: response theory are conducted.
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ADMINISTRATIDN OF TESTS

A11 students in a11 schools are tested w1th the except1on of California

Assessment Project, which uses matrix sampling. There are ten forms of the'test

‘and students take one of the ten. Only school scores are ava11ab1e A1l testing
~is conducted w1th1n the students' schools.

" The LEAP and CAP tests are numbered sequentially. They must be signed out
- and returned by teachers and pr1nc1pa1s who are responsible for their security in
the schools. .

Occassional workshops on test administration are held for faculty but
there is no organ1zed approach. : :

Proficiency standards for handicapped children are set individually
in the - Individual Education Plan. Non-English proficient students are.exempt
from tests. - State law, however, requires that the LEAP be taken and passed in
English. ‘ : L

MANAGEMENT OF TEST DATA

The district's test data base and student data base are identical. A
centralized system maintains raw test scores’ for each student. Any statistical
measurement can be produced by accessing all members of specified group (grade
level, classroom, school, gender, race, language) and convert1ng raw scores.

The district produces thirty to forty reports on test resu]ts by pro-
gram and/or school to various categories of people and groups.

" Assistance with test result interpretation for teachers and parents
is provided by Evaluation staff, Eath staff member is assigned to a spec1f1c
number of schoois to work with teachers and conduct wOrkshops -and in-service:
training. A one-sheet Individual Student Report which is sent home to parents
includes interpretive information. Evaluation staff also attend School Advisory
meet1ngs where they talk to parents.

A1l 1nformat1on, raw scores, from subtests are p1aced on student
records. Central administrators, pr1nc1pa1s, teachers, counselors and students
have access to the records\\

Test data for the
1east 20 years. The data basé\by student is two years old and will be maintained
1ndef1n1te1y .

The Research Department and curriculum and instruction are separate
~ units although both report to the same Superintendent. The Director of Research
and Evaluation is responsible for test administration. e

TEST RESULTS

The schools in the d1str1ct operate voluntary programs to prepare
students for tests outs1de of regular c1assroom instruction. . .
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- . ’ T ACHIEVEMENT TESTS (QAKLAND)

“TGrade

Name uf Forms

L Designed Areas Metric When NI/ Noris _
- Tested Test by Hhom Tested or_UM* Given _CRT Used Used General Purposes
K ‘ Kindergarten District " Humber and ~ Number Fall CRT --- --- " Initial placenient in Kindergarten
Check List : - Letter :Rec~ " Correct - ] / classrooms
: ognition -
1-12 CT8S CTB-McGraw-  Peading, Lan- Standard Spring NRT Form S Publisher's Achievemerit progress, Indlvidual
HinN guage, Math Scores, per- i ' Nationa; . student diagnosis, Curriculum de-
cent grade - Norm 19%6 ° velopment
level equiv- by v*‘"*.fﬂ.
alent
Kk .California ) ‘State of . Basic Skills Percent ° <« Varies NRT - 4 State State assessment and legislative
Assessment California Dept,. Survey jtems correct ‘mandate
Program (CAP) of Ed,
K} " " Reading, Written Standard " NRT - State State assessment and leglslative
S - Expression, Score . ) B mandate
Math ,
. 6412 " " Reading, Hritten Percent items " HRT - State - State assessment and legislative
S Exprassion, correct ‘ o mandate
, Math, Spelling
5 Bilinguai English Number correct Form 2 Administered to al} students whose
Syntax familiarity native Language'is not English when
Measure skills as- they enter school system to assess’
' sessment ability to speak and comprehend
Engllsh
MINITMUM COMPETENCY TES.T
3, 5. Learning Expecta- District Reading, Math, Item response Maech CRT Form 2 District Individual diagnosis, curriculum de-
7, 9, tions and Profi- Language Standard . velopment, retention/promotion deci-
12 ciencies (LEAP) ' Score sions. Students in grades 9-12 must
. pass once. Graduation requirement
effective 1981.
. -

-121-




— P

13

. i :
The' standards for passing minimum competgncy tests were set by a
~committee of approximately 50 people including administrative personnel, princi- |
pals, teachers, students and c¢ommunity members. Each area tested contains a -
number of competencies. Students must demonstrate mastery of 70% of all compe-
tencies. Only 1% of 12th graders were not able to graduate in 1981, the first
year test was required for graduation, solely on the basis of.failing the com-
petency test. B ‘ ‘ v
The district offers remedial assistance in the regular classroom,
remedial courses, a before/after school drop-iin program, summer school, tutorial
assistance and skills labs for which it pay ail gosts. Students must pass the
competency test to graduate even if all other. requirements have been satisfied."
California law prohibits awarding any special diploma or certificates to students ‘
who have not passed the test. Students have the optjon of.attending adult school’
or a community college program after leaving school. A remedial course is also .
offered to 12th graders who do not attend school and may or may inot have completed .
other high school requirements. ‘ ' Co Lo -
. When deciding whether or not to promote a student, CTBS ‘scores, dis- v
trict»CRﬁ.testi, subject grades, teacher judgment and a number.of other factors are ¢

considered in addition to competency test scgres. NE _ I

The district has specified minimum achievement Tevel’s for students under -
state mandate. No Tegal actions have been taken against the district for using any
-tests but several cases are pending against the state. The district pays the en-
tire cost of the assessment program. o~ ' o

For further information on Oakland's testing program, please contact:.

. Dr. Stephen Osterlind
e Director of Research and Evaluation
Oakland Unified School District
1025 Second Avenue . » ~
: - Qakland, California .

Phone: (415) 836-8253 ‘-

-
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PHILADELPHIA. 1 ' S o
. The district uses standdrdized achievement tests published by a Cmeer-
cial testing company and both district-designed achievement and minimum competency
tests. ‘ ‘

& ' S

PURPOSES OF TESTING T D | g

‘Both NRTs and CRTs are used at the elementary and secondary levels:
. : . s S
¢ for placement students A _
8 for diagnosis of individual student strengths/weaknesses -
8 to place students in remedial classes ‘ e I
0 to assess the need for curriculum revision
¢ to determine the need for teacher in-service training

"~ NRTs are also used at elementary and secondary levels. for program evaluation and to. {:
aneasure district-wide achievement progress. Test results are also used in the eval-
“uation of federal .programs.” I ' _ -
Tests are referenced against the curriculum. Data on item performance
are-given 'to the Curriculum and Instruction office which conducts comparisons and
analyses to identify curriculum areas which may require modification. oo

k!
S

1

'.~SELECTION OF TESTS o

The district has no standing test review committee. When required; the
research office and all other offices concerned are-involved. Using an extensive
review procedure, materials from test publishers are evaluated. Responses from
the review process are analyzed and consensus reached on-the final selection. No.
competitive sbids are obtained. (A copy of ‘the forms used in the review process is
available at ‘the CGCS). After the test has been selected, it is field tested with .-
representative students at different,1eVe1s. Both objective test results and ,
affective domain responses are analyzed and evaluated prior to final test implemen- .

tation.
. s

- The district does not use item banks or pool. . Items for district-
designed tests-are developed by personnel from the appropriate curriculum office.
A1l items are piloted and statistical analyses conducted to determine which will

- Bbe used. R : 3
N . 3 o~ 5 : y o

&

TECHNICAL INFORMATION . . .

s

. ‘Reliability of the district-designed reading test was determined by usihg ‘
Jinternal consistence estimates (KR20) which resulted in a measure of .94. ‘No re- .
-1iability tests have-been conducted .for the math tests. Validity on the district-

- designed tests-is assumed from the test development process in the currjculum de-
partment. - No formal provisions have been made to protect against cultural, racial

" or gender bias. However, items are carefully considered from these perspectives. ’
Item try-outs are used-to detect bias. N ;

-
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. Curriculum department based on standardizapion data provided by Research and

. to pass the minimum competency ‘test but it must be passed to graduate dven if all

- minimum achievement levels.and no_legal acﬁQQns have been taken against-the dis-

N

ADMINISTRATION OF TESTS

A11, students in all schools are tested and all testing is conducted in
the students' schools. All tests are stored in the schools.and test security is
the responsibility of each school's administrator. Training Qn test procedure )
.for faculty .is provided in written form by the central office‘for implementation
at individual schools. . ’ . \ : ‘
Only mentally retarded students in self-contained classrooms are exempt
~fyrom .the digkrict's competency tests. TeaChers use their discretion about the
method of administering the tests to handicapped students but 'all must take them.
Theimath test exists in a Spanish edition but the reading test mpst be-passed in
English. =~ ’ : T ' '

&.

MANAGEMENT OF TEST DATA - ' o

4 T v ’

\ . — {

The district maintains a pupil d%rectory filg_g%th 1nﬁ1vidua1 demographic
data. No test results are on this student data base but NRT results can be .
obtained for individual .students by cross-walking with student/identification
numbers. Competency tests are school administered and there is no central test
data base for-these results. The district reports_class 1istg with pass/fail -in-
dications including results by subtest and class summaries. /ﬁna]yges of the
competency.test are done by school only. | A T

Class score lists are sent tofschoo1s through the/ Curriculum office. A

" year-to-date recapitulation of reading results is also prodyced.

The type of assistance given to teachers and parents on test result inter-
pretation is a local school option. CRT results are on-student report cards with
a pass/fail notation a$ all other subjects. Competency/tests results are not re-
corded on students' permanent records. -The data are maintained ar-to-date only.

&

colleagues. -Curriculum and Instruction is in charge ¢f test administration.

AT

The research department and curriculum and“; struction “are-cooperating

TEST RESULTS -

'

t .

The sta#dards for passing the minimum competency test were set by the
Development.

Students who do not pass the minimum competency test are automatically:
placed in remedial courses held during reqular school hours. Remedial assistance
is also available in the regular classroom. In addition to test scores, report
card grades and teacher recommendations are factors in promotion decisions at the

“elemeptary and junior high levels. -Students are provided numerous oppdrtunities.

other requirements have been gatisfied. Students who do not Pass are awarded a
certificate of qttendance instead of a diploma.
‘ = '6 N o i -’ 'va =
There have been no legislative measures proposed which would specify

trict. for fhg,hse of any tests. The district pays the entire cost of the student
assessment program. - ‘ ,
‘ -124-
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-ACHTEVEMENT TESTS (PHILADELPHIA)

*In Title I eligible schools only

Grade Hamo .of | Designed Areas ' Metric When NRT/ Forms "~ Norms ,
Tested Test by Whom Tested or UM+ Given " CRT Use} . Used General Purposus
. < : ~ For all Grades:

K Stanford Psych Complete NPR February  NRT Mid-Year Annual status report of pupil per-
Early School Corp Battery - formance in basic skills -- guidance,
Achievement placement, program evaluation, eligi-
Test bility for Title I services, instruc-

’ tional diagnosis, etc.
1 California CTB/McGraw- -Reading " " " Level 1, "
Achievement Hill Mathematics Form A
Tests Language
2 u“\ u: " " " " Level 1 N "
d : - . Form A .
o
3 ne " [} n ll;/ L Leve] 2 , "
_ ’ Form A~ St
4 " |1} n " " " Leve] 2 , n
Form A
5) " H " . " 1] " - - ALeve] 3‘ "
Form A '
6' " " " " n " Level 3, "
. Form A
7 " u " " n " Leve] 4 . "», ) =
i Form A h ,
8 " " l(' //' " " " " Leve] 4 . N "
- Form A ¢
9 " i " Reading " " . Level 4, "
‘ Mathematics* Form A
10 " " Reading v " " Level 4, "
- Mathematics* _ Form A
. 11 n " Reading " " - " Level 5“ "
- Mathematics* ‘ Form A

165
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Philadeiphié - Achievement Tests Cont'd

Grade Name of Designed Areas Metric When NRT/ Forms Norms ‘ i
Tested Test by Whom . Tested or UM* - Given CRT Used Used ____General Purposes
12 California CTB/McGraw-Hill  Reading /NPR' Febraugy NRT Level 5, Mid-Year For A11 grades:
-Achievement Mathematics* C—— ’ Form A Annual status report of pupil
Test , performance in basic skills --
guidance, placeient, program
evaluation, eligibility for
Title I services, instructional
“diagnosis, etc. :
:"? ' - e
e 3
Eﬁn\lf . \




Grade

s
i

MINIMUN COMPETENCY TLSTS - PIILADCLPHIA

" *Each pupil is expectéd to pass one Reading test in either Grade 10, 11, or 12.-

Once péssed, the test is not retaken.

Name of Designed Areas Metric When NRT/ Forms Norms *
| Tested _Test by Whom Tested or UM* _Given CRT Used Used General Purposes
8 Assessment of Math Dept. Mathematics Raw Score Of fered CRT Grade 8 --- To establish partial eligibility
" Math Literacy aided by Feb & ) for H.S. diploma. v
Research - Hay*
Office
10 Assessment bf Math Dept. Mathematics Raw Score Offered 'CRT Grade 10 To establish, partial eligibility
v HMath Literacy aided by ' . Feb & for H.5. d1ploma
Research ’ ilay*
Office o
MINIMUM COMPETENCY - READING
10 Functional Language Reading ! Raw Score  Offered CRT Grade 10 --- To establish part1al elig1bility
Literacy Arts-Dept. \ - Oct. & for H.S. diploma.
Assessment aided by Hay*
p Research
‘ Office
12 " " Reading Raw Score Offered CRT Grade 12 - To establish partial eligib1lity
. Oct., ' - for H.S. diploma. :
Dec., , ‘.
Mar. &
Hay*

-127-

170




For further 1nformat1on on Ph11ade1ph1a s testing-. program contact:
Dr. Jules Grosswa1d t
Director
_Division of Testing Services »
Board of Education Building - Room 407
21st Street and the, Parkway S
Philadelphia, PA 19103 = ; -

Phone: (215) 299-7745 . . T ' /




PITTSBURGH ‘ T

¥

; The district uses both standardized achievement tests published by a
commercial testing éervice and district-designed achievement tests. '

PURPOSES OF TESTING

NRTs are used in‘grades 1-8' for program evaluation, diagnosis of indivi-
dual student strangths/weaknesses and to measure district-wide achievement progress.
At- the secondary level, NRTs are used for placement in remedial courses. CRTs are:' .
used for diagnostic purposes. The results of tests are not used in the evaluation
of federal programs. ‘N -

. There is a revolving, reciprocal process between the assessment program
and curriculum improvement efforts. The curriculum is periodically reviewed, and
if changes are made, then tests are modified to reflect these. '

SELECTION OF TESTS

Tests for the district are selectéd by an ad hoc ‘committee of facademic
supervisors and counselors. The committee examines speciﬂgﬂ,sets from publishers
and may request presentations. A detailed rating form which ranks tests on the-
basis of validity, appropriateness for students, administrative usability and
technical excellence is employed in the selection policy. (Copies of the Test
Evaluatioh Rating Form are available tat the Council of .Great City Schools)

’ kY

. BN
TECHNICAL INFORMATION o\ | | ; \

k)
“

No determination. of the reliability of district-designed\tESts has been
made. Content validity is assumed through the development of test jtems and _
objectives, which reflect course and text objectives. No analyses have been con-
ducted to determine 4if cultural, racial or gender bias has: been avotded.

t

ADMINISTRATION OF TESTS

 A11 students-in all schools are tested in the students® schoolsw Prin-
cipals are responsible for test security but no formal procedures exist.

Principals and academic supervisors receive instruction and guidance to

condyct in-service training for faculty on test administration and interpretation of
test results. Written documents of instruction are also proivded for teachers.

'+ Educabje Mehta]ly Retarded and non-English proficient students are
exempt from tests. Large print is ayailable for vision-impaired students.

MANAGEMENT OF TEST DATA

i
5 §

The district has centralized data on tapes from scoring services for the
NRTs by student and school. Since.the Monitoring tests are still in the process
of eyolving, the results are not presently maintained on tape. The student data
base is independent of the test data base. From the NRT raw scores, the distritt

} Wl -
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can generate g;ade equivalents, national perténtiles, stanines, summary statis-
tics and the number of students above and below national norms.: In addition to

“analyses by school, the data base also allows for analyses by gender: Achieve-

of Education and made

i

ment 'data by school and for district is sent to the Board

. public by that body.

Parents receive a Student Interpretive Report on test scores sent
home with the report card. Each report contains a narrative unique to the student
which Ts norm and criterion referenced and discusses the student's strengths and
weaknesses in each area tested. . ) b :

_ Al11.standardized achievement test data are placed on student records
by a computer printed label. . School personnel, parents and students over 18 .
have-access to the records. Both the student records and taped test results are. -
majntained indefinitely.. )

~ The district does not have a Research Department. -The Division of Testing
and Evaluation and the Division of Curriculum Development aré independent but under

the Department of Instructional Development. - Classroom teachers at the elementary:

Tevel and counselors at the secondary level are in charge of test administrarion.

TEST RESULTS . | .

The Basic Skills Assessment-is used by the district as a minimum compe-
tency test. The standards and cutoff are determined by all English and math
teachers at the secondary level using the Nedelsky and Angoff methods. In reading,

~ student must score 44 out of 65 and in math 31 out of 70 (standard scores of 134).
" Approximatély 87% pass. reading and 72% pass math. : -

Those who do not pasﬁ the test, Whjch is giVen in November of the 10th
grade,.are placed in a remedial course.  In addition to normal graduation re-

quirements, this course must be passed before the student can graduate. The course

is also avajlable in summer school. The district pays for remedial work. No-
special diplomas or certificates are awarded to those who do not pass the test or

~ course. , _ . <

-

With respect to promotion decisions, individual teachers determine if
test scores are to be a factor in the decision and how much weight they are to be
given. : ‘ : , '

Neither the district nor the state presently specifies minimum achievement
levels. No legislative measures of this nature have been proposed. The district
pays the entire cost of the assessment program.

For further informatior on Pittsburgh's assessment p%ogram, please
contact: - K : >

Melvin Vesely

Testing Spegialist : } -

Pittsburgh/Public Schools ' - . \~
| 341 South/Bellefield Avenue - ) I ,
. Pittsburgh, PA 15213 S

| , , | |
Phoney” (412) 622-3941 | 3
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- ACHIEVEMENT TESTS (PITTSBURGH)
- .

Forms .

174

Grade Name oF Designed Areas Metric When NRT/ Norms :
| Tested  Test by Whom Tested or_Um* Given CRT - Used Used _General: Purposes
K . School Readi- Consulting Visual, Raw Sept CRT ~—— - -Establish joint parent/school effort
. ness Survey Psycholo- Audio Discrimi- Score in educat1on of Chlld
: gists nation, General
Reading, Lan-
guage, Matn,
Spelling, Refer-
_ -ence Skills 3
K-8 ', California CTB/McGraw- ~ Reading, Raw Score April NRT Form C 'Natidhal Assessment of achievement, Diagnosis
Achievement HiNY Language,: Math, -Grade equiv- of individual student strengths/weak
Test 1977 Spelling,! Refer-~ alent, nesses
Edition ~ence Skills National
) percentile p .
- National
Stanine ”
1-8 Monitoring District Math Raw Score. 6 times CRT Forms A-F .- 'Diagnbsis'
- Achievement s per ‘ e
in Pittsburgh year » -
1-12 Monitoring District Gramﬁar Raw Score Begin. CRT -— ——— Diagnosis
: Achievement : and Composition Pilot ' '
in Language Test
- Jan '82 0
i-2 lionitoring District Reading Skills Raw Score Will be CRT - ——— "Diagnosis
Achievement implemented .
T Poqding /=by Sept '83 3
5, 8, .. Pennsylvania - State Ve Reading, Math, State \ Méych CRT --- State To ‘measure school performance in
11 fducational Language, Health percen- tested areas
. Quality Assess- and other non- tiles,
ment cognitive areas ranks ¢ _ , P
9 Monltoringnrh.evemenf Districf General Math Raw Score Six times CRT Forms A-F - Diagnosis '
in Pitisburgh per year’ J
12 Monitoring Achievement " . Consumer Math " " " " T
in Math :
‘ \
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POQTLAND ‘ : : 7

: The d1str1tt uses’ both district- des1gned achievement and minimum com-
petency tests. The NRT/CRT distinction does not apply to the district's testing.
program which is designed to incorporate’ the best of both NRT and CRT approaches.
The district reports individual scores and group means in relation to local and ~
national norms, but also reports student success or need for help on each of the ' f
specific goals measured within the program o '

. PURPOSES OF TESTING ) ’ ' : K ‘ X

Tests dre used

program ev
placement /0f studénts
diagnosiy of individual student strengths/weaknesses
placement of students in remedial classes

assessmént of the need for curriculum jrevision
measuyZment of district-wide achievement progress

:;1”"‘

The Fesu]ts are a]so used in the eva]uat1on of federal pro s.. ]
7

- Tests are deve]Oped to c]ose]y match the local curriculum. Results’ .
_are used at district, building and classroom levels to select, revise, improve and
- adapt curriculum goals as well as 1nstructaéna1 materials and pract1ces

e /
SELECTION OF ‘TESTS S /'
The d1str1ct has a stand1ng test review committee compr1sed of key"
) evaluation and curriculum personnel advised by building staff who, consult citizen
.advisory comm1ttees The district no longer deals with test publishers except for
special, limited purposes. When designing its own tests, the district draws on
the Northwest Eva]uat1on Association 1tem banks to which it also contr1butes

TECHNICAL INFORMAEION

~

The reljability of d1st?1ct~des1§ned tests is determined by us1ng'sp11t
halves and test-retest methods.  More importantly, reliability is measured by
1nd1cators of the measurement error related to each score on each test

To assure validity, Curr1cu]um estab]1shes goa]s and cert1f1es the ap- "'/ :
propriateness of goal coverage. Items are reviewed for match with required cur-
riculay and instructional mater1a1s and compar1sons are-made w1th other local,
state and national measures. \ . ,

Item b1as has . been prec]uded by having each item reviewed by a multi-
cultural-racial-gender committee prior to field testing. Each item is reviewed
against carefully developed and public criteria. After field testing, item
analyses are reviewed to determine how each one performs with different groups.

/
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ADMINISTRATION OF TESTS

1inking.and 3coring. The entire test data base is ma1nta1ned until five years

managers, teachers, students and parents, by grade and subject, within district,

) and goal areas 1n which students need add1t10na] help are sent home.
- the ponsentnof principals. Other author1zed district" personne] :also have access. -
mutuaI support The Evaluation Department is responsible for test administration.

. grade national equivalent" which was adapted by the Board of Education. The class -

"their sophomore year.

e

A1l students in.grades 3-8 and aII°secondary students who have not yet
attained the district criterion levels for competency certification are tested..

A1l testing is conducted within students' *schools. Tests are numbered .and signed
out. They are kept under ]ock and key until after testing. ’

. b4 .

! Teachers and adm1n1strat1ve staff who adm1n1ster tests receive special
training on testing procedure and’ local bu17d1ng test, coord1nators proevide support
ahd 1nformat1ons . N N

’ Any spec1a1sstudents who cannot. fake tests are exempt. from‘them Accom-.
modations are being developed to include as many handicapped student% as can bene-
fit from testing. Similar adaptat1ons are pIanned for non- English speak1ng
students at least in mathemat1cs :

Y . c o ) 'ﬁh\ t .
MANAGEMENT OF TEST DATA . o . - . R

The district ma1nta1ns a Iong1tud1na] test data base keyed to unique
student 1.D. number that includes scores back to.1977, and additional student
data such:as schools attended, age, race, sex, special programs, etc. Further
student data-is accessible. The data base also allows for analyses by school,
language and SES to some extent. The system reports Rasch. analyses, ca]1brat1ons,

after students leavé the system : "
7 ) .

The annuaTl Ieve] of achievement ‘and gain is reported to the school
board, central and area administrators, building administrators, program  *

area, building, program, c]assroom, teacher, and 1nd101duaI student as appropr1ate
. C e
N Teachers are g1ven assistance with test- result 1nterpretat1on through
in-service training as well as mariuals and brochures. “ Assistance is also pro-
vided by pr1nc1pa]s and test coordinators. Parents are assisted thwough a-Parent-
_Teacher Guide, which is a 180 page test informatiéon manual, and in conference with
“teachers. Individual computeY generated reports of the level of student achievement

h
" Twice. annual ach1evement data and cert1f1cat1on of competency attainment
are noted on student records. iTeachers have access to these records as neede with

The evaluation department "and the curriculum and 1nstruct1on unit are
Ggooperati COIIeagues A Curriculum.gnd Evaluation Council meets monthly to foster

TEST RESULTS . e

-

The district standard for pass1ng minimum competency tests is a “n1nth

ef 1984 wil] be the first class for which the competency test ‘will be a graduatlon
requ1rement CurrentIy, apprex1mate1j 20-30% are below cert1f1cat1on ]eve]s as of

C 7
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S \ ACHIEVEMENT TESTS { PORTLAND) . i . .
Grade Name of Designed Areas Metric When NRT/ Forms Norms
| Tested _Test by Whom Tested or UM* Given CRT Used Used General Purposes
3, 4, Portland Basic Evaluation and Reading Local Oct and Both Alternate Fquated to a- Provide accuraté individual mea-
5,6, Skills Achieve-  Curriculum Staff Mathematics Stdndard May ’ forms of variety of sures of achievement each Fall and
7, 8 ment Levels of PPS in con- and ' Score locally < National Spring expressed” in terms of {1)
Tests . sultation ‘with Language developed, Norms position on a Rasch equal-interval
Consultants, Usage Nor'thwest . functional scaie extending from low 3rd grade
. teachers, Prin- "Evaluation - level, Rasch . to high 8th grade performance and
cipals, Coun- Association based, stan- {2) a standard score based on
selors, etc. Rasch Scale dardized Portland grade-level distributions
, tests e '
Indicators Identify goals on which individu-
by Goal if als or groups of students may need
between further diagnosis and help, Stu-
. District ‘ dents grouping ins -uctional pri-
3 mean and orities, Student ! acement,
: 16th per- . Program Evaluation, Policy For \\
- : centile (4) . mulation, Resource Allocation, ™
» E}r and if below Research
‘ 16th percen- \ S -
. == tile (R) \ Provide semi-annual information
! on progress of-students toward
. ) ' basic skill1s*high school gradua«
. : tion requirements It
X A ’ .
v {o ’
© ! a Y
. N 5 ‘
P
N - et
¢ \‘ re
A\
: - .
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MINIMUM COMPFTENCY TESTS (PORTLAND)
| .

brade . Nawe of Designed Areas Metric | When NRT/ Forms Norms o .
| Jested  Test by Whom Tested or UM* . Aggxﬁiven CRT Used Used \General Purposes
- _ - E Lo '

\\ B .
| o
\

" (Note: The grade 348 Achievement Tests cover the same
goals as the end of Bth through 12th grade Minimum Com-
petency Tests, and reports on whether students are ?
making satisfactory progress toward eventual certifi-
cation are among the reports provided twice.a year be-
ginning in the 3rd grade. - s

Py
4
b

:

\

S [ ¢

Portland B Ditto ; Ditto Ditto Ditto . - Ditto Multiple Ditto ~ ditto
Graduation 3-8 3-8 3-8 3-8 . 3-8 alternate 3-8 - . - 3-8
Standards Achievement Achievement = Achievement Achievement Achieve- forms Achieve- Achievement
Tests . Plus ment - ment ' ~Plus
whe ther ) Certification for Graduation Attain-
score is i ment of levels of Basic Skill Com-
above dis- . / petencies
trict sgan- /
dard (9
grade .
national
average)




A

, Students identified as needing special help receive it in and out of
" the classroom. Remedial. work may take the form of 'special courses, before/
after school drop-in programs, summer school, tutorial assistance and skills
labs. . Local buildings determine which forms .are most suitable and the work is
paid. for with area and central support. E B
. \ :
Promotioh decisions are up to principals who consider social development,
behavior and other 1nd18ators of achievement in addition to test scores. Teacher
. and other professional judgment together with other indicators of achievement .
such as classroom performance are also factors in decisions to place a student for -.
remedial work. ' ’ Ll .

S

\\‘
\

As of the class of 1984, students must pass the Port]and~Graduatidn\' \
Standards Test to graduate even if all other requirements have been satisfied *

Students who do not pass. may receive a special diploma or certificate of atten?\\\
dance and/or competence. '“ v N

For furtﬁer information on Portland's testing brogram, p]ease
contact: o ‘

Dr. Walter E. Hathaway
Evaluation Department

501 N. Dixon Street
Portland, Oregon 97227

Phone: - (503) 249-2000

=136~
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ST. LOUIS N
, . . .
St Louis uses standard1zed ach1evement tests published by a commercial
' teéting service and a state-designed minimum competency test. The district is in
the process of developing its own competency criteria to be administered in. grades 3,
5, 8 and 10 s
PURPOSES OF TESTING |

<

NRT< are used at the e1ementary and secondary levels for
8 program evaluation -
® placement of studeats in. remedial c1asses !
¢ measurement of d1str1ct wide achievement progress ‘

At the secondary: level NRTs were used for placement of students in skills
focused courses. However, sihce the introduction of the C.A.T.; this use has been
suspended on a systemwide bagis pending results of the equat1ng tests Test results
are also used in the evaluation of federal programs: . '

There-is current]y no gverall systemat1c effort to reTate results of
student assessment to the curr1cu1um\a1though dndividual schools can use’ the infor-
mation to formulate schoo1 plans. T0\some extent -test content influences the cur-
riculum. . N

, : ‘ / N\
_°ELECTION OF TESTS “: \ ' :
The Deputy Super1ntendent of In;truct1on se1ected the California Ach1eve-~

ment Tests (C.A.T.) for use in arados K-12. \\
TECHNICAL INFORMATION ’ ﬂ N

, .
, As the d1str1ct is still ini the process\of deve10p1ng its own performance
standards; reliability and validity of assessment criteria have not yet been deter- _
- mined.” In order-to prec1ude cultural, racial or ggp er bias, people of both sexes and
major races are involved in defining the standards. \ ‘ : ~ . :

ADMINISTRATION OF, TESTS - T L | S

A1l students in all’ schoo]s t grade Tevels test dégye tested. ALl
testwng is conducted in the students' gchapls ' ‘
Tests are shipped to des1gnated test coordinators in each school who are
- responsible for receipt, d1str1but1on and return. Tally is kept\of the number of
‘test booklets- shipped and returned. - Last year less than 40-out o 50,000 tests were .
‘not returned. The BEST tests are counted upon receipt from ‘the state and then
returned. A new test is used each year. :

S Test .coordinators receive infservice training and instructio on testing
procedure. They then conduct in-service training for faculty.

Special education students are exempt from C.A.T.. tests but do take the *
Metropol1tan Instructionals. When adm1n1stered tests are given to hand1cap d
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students pr1mar11y as "power tests", --that is time restrictions are eliminated = |
and 1nd1v1dua1 adaptations are made The district has re]at1ve1y few 11m1ted
, Enc11sh proficient students and they are not presently tested.

| MANAGEMENT OF TEST DATA

‘The- d1str1ct has one data base nd one of the subsystems contains test
resu]ts, ability and achievement by student. The district generates class 1ﬁsts,

\ ob3ect1ve’summar1es by the publisher's designated categories, administrator's
'summaries, frequency distributions and all summary statistics for each C.A.T.
pre-post test results by student, grade, school and special program. The data base
also allows for analyses by gender and race although these are not currently
conducted. :

LY ’ . v :

Each school receives the results for: its strdents, for ‘the subdistrict -

and city as a whole but rot for other schools on the C.A.T.- The BEST report

sent to each school Tists results for all s¢hoo? An Administratpr's Report is.

sent to pr1nc1pa1s and the Board of Educatipn ana central office receives Achieve-

ment Summar’y Reports. Evaluation Reports #hich show achievement across prOJects‘
are sent to board members, central adm1n1strators and appropr1ate persons in each

project. v

In-service training on test result interpretation for the C.A.T was

given to prlnc1pa]s and test coordinators last year. In addition|, 80 schools were
visited and a newsletter and supplementary 1nterpretat1ve memoranda on, how to read |

“test results were/are published. .

" Parents receive an individual test record which contains an exp]anat1on
of results. They may;also receive assistance from schools and during parent-
teacher conferences. —Assessment staff have also attended PTA meet1ngs A bro-
chure is current]y be1ng prepared for parents.

Student records contain a label which shows the results for each test
taken. - Teachers, school administrators, and nurse-social workers have access to
the records as do parents upon request.

The d1str1ct has maintained a prof11e by subtest in terms of system
scores as well as. by student for at least ten years.

The research department (D1v1s1on of Eva]uat1on)v1s in the Instructign
Departmgnt. The Assessment Center in the D1v1s1on of Evaluation is respons1b1e
for test ddministration.

TEST RESULTS | ,

- T There are no -system-wide programs to .prepare students for tests.

- However, some efforts have been made at individual schools which have purchased
materials to increase scores. This practice is discouraged by the Assessment ‘
Center because jt defeats the purpose of test1ng

: The standards for passing minimum competency tests were set by the
state. The standard is based on materials which should have been presented to
students by the 6th or 7th grade. The test contains 13 objectives per subtest and
three items per objective. Students must respond correctly to 75% of the items on
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ACHIEVEMENT TESTS (ST. LOUIS)

LRIC

& .
[ \ ' : .
Grade Name of Designed / Areas Metric When NRT/ Forms Norms ~~ ,
Tested . Igi- ' by Whom Tested or UM* Given CRT Used - 'Used ) General Purposes
" Pre-K Cooperative Addison Reading readi- Percentile “f?éll NRT --- Age Norms To determine readiness for Kin-
Pre-5chool HWesley ness, Math con- NCE rela- Spring : dergarten; to screen for Title I
Inventory cepts, fine tive to Kindergarten extended Day Program
' .+ motor coordi- age norms :
! [ nation
K-12 California CTB McGrawi Entire Battery Scaled Oct NRT Form C, National To nonitor achievement, program
Achievement HiN : . score,  Apr . cystenwide, ' evaluation, Title I assessment
Test ) grade equiva- Form D for
lent, NCE Title 1
. individual makeups
N 1” percentiles o
. MINIMUM COMPETENCY )
.8 © BEST State Reading/Language, Percent March - CRT New each } ‘ State minimum .competency test .to
- ~Math, Government/ correct, C year » / determine the extent to which 8th
' Economics plus objectives ' graders have met certain skills
10 local objec- passed designated by the state as minimum
tive;'wqre state competency. The test is first ad-
. desfgnated® but : \ ministered in grade 8 but students
T the district \ continue to take sections not
. developed its passed ‘until they graduate. The
<smrumet OWIY MEASUTES test, however, is not a graduation
requirement.
3, 5, Performance District Math computation ° In development k Concern with 'students moving
8, 10 :Standards ’ and large list to be implemented through school without acquiring
. of objectives - next year basic skills :
. | = .
. Cf-
o \
N “ N /
- )
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" score low-on the C.A.T. Remedial assistance is available in the regular class-

-

o=

. each éubtest aﬁd to at 1ea$t'one item per objective in order %o pass. Twenty-fige
“to thirty percent of all 8th graders pass all state and local objectives the first

time tested. Sirce the test will only be administered:for the 4th year in 1982,
there is no summary report on the cumulative pass rate for a cohort.

There is no Systematic remedial plan for students who fail the BEST or ‘}

room, in before/after school drop-in programs, in individual schools and in skills
labs. ‘ ' ' : : ‘ T

Test scores may’be taken into consideration in promotion decisions but °
they are not used as standards. Individual teacher judgement is the primary cri-
terion. Students are not required to pass the BEST to graduate. = i

Legislative measures “ave; been probosed which would specify miniwum
achievement levels for students oUt\none have passed. /

The state pays all costs %or the BEST except for the answer sheéts.
The district requested.pre-slugged answer sheets which the state did not /provide.
. . - /

. j )
o For further information on the St. Louis student assessment program,
contact: : ' J

Jerry Powers or Robert Loveridge
Research and Evaluation

~_ St. Louis Public Schools
911 Locust Street o
St. Louis, MO 63101 o

'Phone: (314) 231-3720
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- The district uses standard1zed achievement tests pub11shed by a com-
merc1a1 test1ng serv1ce and district designed minimum competency tests

/

PURPOSES OF TESTING

g

NRTs are used at elementary and’ secondary 1eve1s for:

program evaluation
placement of students
diagnosis of individual student strengths/weaknesses
and to place place-students in remedial classes

to measure district-wide achievement progress -

to assess the need for curriculum revision

to determine the need for teacher in~service training

N
A R N- N N N N J

At the elementary and secondary level, CRTs are used:

® to place students in remedial classes ' o
® to promote students from one grade,to another /
0 to determine the need for teacher in- serV1ce tra1n1ng o

The results are also used in the evaluation of federa1 programs; ' AN

P .
CRTs are referenced against the curriculum. A review of item analyses is
‘conducted by 'the Curriculum department If specific groups of students or students
district- wide are consistently missing certain items; they are re-written.. Curricu-
Tum personnel also go into individual schools which show weak test results in spe- .
cific areas to work on strengthening instruction and curr1cu1um in those areas.

SELECTION OF TESTS

When tests are to be selected, special committees are appointed with
representation from teachers, and program evaluation, administration and curriculum
offices. The district has no pre-set criteria for test selection. Major publishers
are invited to preSen} tests for cons1derat1on by the selectionicommittee.
When the district des1gns its own tests, subject area teachers work with the

curriculum pffice to develop test items. This.is done annually for the competency
tests. s ' ’

a

TECHNICAL INFORMATION : o

A .
t

: Evidence for re11ab111ty of district designed tests is provided through
the'maintenance of item analysis data. To assure validity, teachers review all test

—guestions and muTtiple items are used to test specific skills. Item analyses of n
responses by sex and rac1a1/ethn1c groups are conducted to assure, that test items are
not biased. , .

/
- z
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ADMINISTRATION OF TESTS

With a few except1ons, a11 students in a11 schools are tested in the
students' schools. Test security is the respons1b111ty of school principals.

- In- serv1ce tra1n1ng on test procedure|for teachers is conducted as
a joint project by the curriculum office and the Special Funded Progects officew
Consultants from CTB- McGraw Hill are brought in|to discuss procedure for the
CTBS.

Non-English speaking-and some special—education students are exempt
from tests. Special education students are tested according to their Individual
Education Plan. Tests in Chinese, Vietnamese, Spanish and Tagalog are-being .
developed State Taw requires that the Proficienty Test be taken and passed. in
English.” However, students unable to take the test because of phys1ca1 or menta1
Timitations are tested in other ways. :

MANAGEMENT OF TEST DATA 2 | . S =

. The test data base and student data base lare separate The test.data
base has information in terms of students in specifiic schools at a specific time.
Test scores for an individual student over a period\of years cannot be accessed.
The student data base shows only the Tatest test scqres. Each new-entry automa-
tically deletes the previous entry. The district is| working to change this
system.

‘The test data base generates a number of afalyses and reports for the
CTBS which are issued to teachers, counselors and administrators. These include:

- student scores distribution -/

- response analysis by groups

- test summary reports

- student scores by counselor

- student scores and items missed by teacher
name '

- district report by schools . ‘

- discrimination index and item summar1es by spec1aI educat1on LES and
NES groups

- item summaries by school

- ethnic and sex breakdown of students score

by school, by student -

by SChool and grade-
The oompetency test results are ma1nta1ned by student a d/percent'items correct.
Ana]yses can only be conducted by school and grade level but not gender, race,
'Ianguage or SES. v

Teachers receive assistance on test result interpretation during
in-service training. Parents receive an individual test record and.a brochure
which describes the Proficiency Test,, exp1a1ns its~ purpoise, and what students
" must do to pass. P

A bass/fa11 notat1on is made on the student cumulative record with
regard to the Proficigncy Test. Both cumulative and EDP--records are accessible to

. teachers, counselors and parents. Test data aregnaintained indefinitely.

04
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ACHIEVCMENT TESTS (SAN FRANCISCO) .
_ N
Trade Name uof Designed ~ Arcas WMetric ~ When NRT7 Forms Norms ' '
A | _Tusted Test by Whom - - Tested or UM* Given ~ CRY Used. Used General Purposes
. K _ Metropolitan Psych Corp Readiness Percentile Oct 'NRT~ P/1 National Ranking of schools for funding
. Readiness . . Rank ) eligibility ‘
L : : - '\ ‘ ldentify program partimpants
1 CTBS CTE McGraw- Reading,.lLanguage, G.E. of Mean Oct ;
1 ' Mathematics SS April NRT .| S/AB National Proqram“vahnatlon
NT\\?\‘, " : " ' " " " " ‘ S/C\ “ o Instructional information
3 "oy " " “ , " . L S/1 " Student programming
4 " u‘ " " " " (] f
/ N :
5 v (] u\ [1} " " " 5/2 L "
1 ) “
6 L] " " " '|l L) L] ' L) .
7 " " " " " " s/3 ‘\\ " ’
8‘ "/ " " n " " " ' " h
.. 9 . " " /ll L] " L] S/d "
/.
“!1‘0 " " I.l ” " 1] " ‘/ "
11 "o 1) " " " o \d n "
‘12 CT8S CTB/McGraw-  Reading, Language G.E. 6f Oct - -  NRT /4 "
/ : HiN Mathematics *  Mean SS Apr B
\ . y
\ -
oL
‘? ,I 1‘ -
A . [ |
; .
} o ©J143-
~ :
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e S e .
, MINIMUR COMPETENCY‘TESTS (SAN FRANCISCO) _
[TGFode” 77 Name of 'TEEWEHGEI;“'"'""W%bhﬁ'- Metric When . NRT/ . Forms T Nors : N {
1 _Tested > Test by Whom __Tesled : or UM*. Given. - CRT Used Used - General Purposes i
: N - g ’ .V - ’ .
3 “ Minimum Stan- District Reading _ Percent - January CRT °~ ~ AMB - === “Minimum basic skills needed ’
’ dards Test : Writing correct May ) p for Promotion
) Mathematics , ’ : .
5 " . " £ " 1] L) AL "
8 " ‘k " . " ‘ U ’ o S [ . R ) Y
' o / y - : ’
) Proficiency: . "o " " ! Dec o " . Minimum proficiencies needed. )
‘ Test .~ , . Mar . : for graduation (pass each - ’
C / . /. : T . ' . subject any time during, grades
: o o ; : ' 9-12) ‘
- 10 .Proficiency "~ T o oo . o " o . N ] ;
' Test . . - ' . -
11 Prbficiency - " o " " o " no ‘ e %/
Test ' g
12 Proficiency . District Reading Percent Dec o L - Minimum.proficiencies needed
Test - ' ) : Yriting - correct Mar " : for graduation .
: .- Mathematics i : :
- ) ;
\ ) | / ' AR
3 - ! . | R . ot
]bE)AJ . o , , - ‘ o




The district does. not have a research department The curriculum
department is in charge of test adm1n1strat10n -

© TEST RESULTS o Ty

The standards for pass1ng m1n1mum competency tests were estab11shed by
consensus of teachers, parents and administrators. Seventy percent of the 1tems
on the Prof1c1ency Test must be answered correct1y for a student to pass.

A

If siudents fail subject areas of ‘the Prof1c1ency Test, they attend
mandatory <remedial classes. (paid for by the state, district and commun1ty) in
addition to regular course work. Students who fail also have access to a computer
printout that-shows their areas of ‘weakness. Students must only retake those
portions of the Proficiency Test they failed, and have repeated opportunities
to do so through the 12th grade The pass rate for” the d1str1ct for all gradEs
tested is approximately 95% , . C o

. Remedial assistance is also ava11ab1e in the regular classroom, in = -
before/after school drop in pﬁOgrans, in summer sch001 “through tutorial assis-
tance, in skt]ls labs and through home study as a result of parent7teacher con-
ferences - o - :

, In add1t1on to test scores, adm1n1strat1ve and teacher dec1s1ons are : |
-factors in promotion decisions and teacher- Judgement is & factor in decisions to 1

" “place a student for remedial work. Students must pass the Proficiency Test to

raduate_even if all other requirements have been sat1sf1ed State law precludes
the 1ssuance of spec1a] d1p1omas to those who do not ever’ pass the test.
CG The d1str1ct pays/the total cost of the student assessment program
exeept for summer schoo1 wh1ch is paid for by State of Ca11forn1a
B T
L For further 1nformat1on on the San Franc1sco student assessment program,
contact: : : ' : - : '
N Earl Blanchard
A Parkside Curriculum Center
' . 2550,25th Avenue
- San Franc1SCb CA’ 94116

.
Srerremererety.
b droceten i

‘Phone: (415),565-9599 :

C145- R



. SELECTION OF TESTS ,

o

- SEATTLE S e
' i Seattle uses ‘standardized tests published by a commercial testing
service,and diStrict designed minimum competency tests.

1

PURPOSE OF TESTING

, . »: .
T Norm referenced tests are used at both elementary and secondary levels:

¢ for programveva1uat10n
;— 8 for student diagnosis—.. ---
" '# for curriculum revision ‘
8 to measure d1str1ct wide acn1evement progress
Cr1ter1on referenced minimum competency tests are used at eTementary and secondary
Tevels for student diagnosis and at the secondary level for .curriculum revision-and
to measure district-wide achievement progress. The’ resu1ts are also used in- -the eval-
- uation of Title I (ESEAY, and Title VI b111ngua1 programs. :

o \‘_ NRTs are refer\nced against the curr1cu1um to the extent possible and
CRTs are district deveToped to curriculum objectives. Test’ resu]ts are fed back

to ;frr1cu1um 'specialists who make appropriate rev1s1ons 1 '
RN L \

1
i4

\__,/The D1str1ct Test Committee compr1sed of teachers, pr1nc1pa1s, coun- -
selors, pupil personnel office representatives, curriculum spec1a11sts, test1ng

. and evaluation personnel, special education and data processing personnel is

responsible for selecting tests. The committee is also broken down into sub-
committees which are instructed to invite in curr1cu1um spec1a11sts and other
persons w1th expert1se to assist in the review. ' ' _ .

-

MaJor pub11shers are asked to ma11 in specimens and. give presentat1ons
- to the committee. - Cost is .not a pr1me criterion and no competitive bids are

received. The committee does have quest1onna1res to guide them, but these
'vary .depending-on the purpose of the test. :

The district does not’ presentTy use an item bank. However, in future,
when deveTop1ng objective reference tests the district will consider various
sources 1nc1ud1ng the Northwest Evaluation Association which has received input
from various districts including Seattle. In the past teacher comm1ttees de-

- veloped items from test obJect1ves

TECHNICAL INFORMATION

o Re11ab111ty on ‘the district- des1gned minimum competency Performance

Test has- been demonstrated with an 1nterna1 cons1stency measure (.95) and a test-
retest measure (.80 to- .85) ,

. The - competency tests have both curriculum and content va11d1ty Jtems
were matched to skills taught in the classroom and reviewed by teachers as wel]l
as a pane1 of citizens to determ1ne if th§\1tems matched necessary 1ife skills.

\
W
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To preclude cultural, racial and:gender bias, a committee comprised of o
men and womer from various ethn1c groups reviews each test item. Item ratings are . -
conducted on an individual basis. A summary is drawn up, ‘the 1tems are discussed
-and any necessary changes made by the Testing Office. The changes are then re-
viewed by‘the Committee using the same process. Item analysis of tests using-
group compar1sons are then conducted. Finally,:the Sex-Ethnic Bias Committee
- whose basic JOb is to review textbooks also reviews a11 NRTs and CRTs

ADMINISTRATION OF TESTS

. © AT students in all schools at the designated grade 1eve1s are tested
w1th the C.A.T. and the minimum competencies tests and all testing.is conducted within
the students' schools. The minimum competencies Performance Tests, which are numbered
sequent1a11y, are stored at the Testing Office. When sent to the schools, they become
the responsibility of the Building Test Coordinators who must assure their’ secur1ty
and return to the Test1ng Office. NRTs are’'stored. in schools.

‘Building Test Coordinators who “are des1gnated by school principals, and
are” genera11y elementary school principals or high school counse1ors, are responsible
for in-service tra1n1ng of facu1ty members each t1me a new test is introduced. -

\

Exempt1on of Spec1a1 Educat1on students from tests depends on the Judgment
of the teacher. Exemption of limited English proficient students is a function of
oral proficiency test scores. Braille and large print tests are available for the N
vision-impaired. Tests. have ‘been taped for orthoped1ca11y hand1capped ' T

MANAGEMENT OF TEST DATA. -0 ' o R

The d1str1ct maintains a centralized test h1story file by student and
school. The data base contains the.test number, test level, norms and type. ' The
§tudent daga base is independent but can ba merged with the test data base using
“student ID. numbers. The system utilizes.a table-driven program which produces per-
centiles dnd. Stan1nes from raw scores. The system design is open which permits pro-
duction of other analysis- from raw scores using another set of tables. The data base
a11ows for spec1a1 ana1yses by\schoo1 gender and race. R

Interna1 ‘reports w1th item ana1yses are sent to prlnc1pa1s and curriculum
spec1a11sts In add1t1on principals, curriculum and instructional personnel receive
school level reports. deta111ng all subtests and summary data. A public report show1ng
*total read1ng and math—by Stanine 1s 1ssued to the Board of Ed:cat1on

Teachers rece1ve ass1stance on 1nterpret1ng test restlts through in- serv1ce
training by Building . Test Coordinators 'and written memoranda. A special form for
individual students showing percentiles and Stanines with an exp1anat1on of test .
results and meaning.including graphs is prepared for parents. These forms are given
to parents dur1ng parent- teacher tonferences to teachers .can as;Pst in 1nterpretat1on_

w /

Each student's cumu1at1ve record shows each subtest/taken with percentile
and Stanine. Principals, counselors, eva1uat1on and test1ng bersonne1, parents and
students have access-to the records. :

1147-‘
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o ’ ‘ 3 - ACHIEVEMENT TESTS (SEATTLE)

é, "california -

CTB. McGraw-  Reading, Math, Percentile. Oct & . NRT
Achievement Hl]] : Language Stanines May
Test :

Fall -~ "

Level 13

. Forms C
(Fal1);-

D (Spring)

_Level 14

Forms C
(Falyv);-
D (Spring)

Level 15
Forms C
(Fall);

D (Spring)

Level 16
Forms C .
(Fall);

D (%pring)

Level 17
(Forms C&D
as above)

Level 18
Forms C &
D

Levei 19
Form C

National"

To measure district wide achieve—
ment progress

)

To report t parents, federai pro-
gram evaluatjon

TN

'/

To report to/parents, federal pro-“

gram evaluation

Ry

To report to parents, federal pro~

gram evaluation
: 1\98
L%

Ebrade  Nawe of Designed Areas Metric when NRT/: Eorms /Norms* '
ETested Test by Whom . i Tested or UM* Given CRT Used ' Used Generdl Purposes
K . Metropolitan , ﬁbJ'Psych Reading. number Stanines May MRT Part of early Kindergarten screening
i Readiness Test '. Corp readiness general - ’ pragram .
S California CTB McGraw- Reading, Math, Percentile May NRT Level 11 Natidnal Tille I screening
o Achievement Hn Language - tanines , ‘ Form¢c °
. est 1,.:;;?‘\' . ) I . ’ ' - o ‘ » '
2 <talifornia ’l_{A . CTB McGraw-- Reading, Math Percentile. Oct &  NRT Level 12 National  Program Eva{yatlon. Diagnosis of
Achievemgnt € . HiN Language Stanines May Form C indivdual [student strengths/weak-
Test q& g0 L : : : T nesses. To assess. need for cor-
_i}#§??31 . . LT riculum revision.
3 " - - 'jc " "

~




. “ + MINIMUR COMPETENCY TEST (SEATTLE) !
[ ! f . \ +
| . ' .
{ ‘ :
graae""’f}ﬁﬁﬁfi)f Designed “Areas Metric When —  NRT/ Forms Norms
ested _Test by Whom szested or ‘UM* QJven CRT Used Used o Gengral Purposes
3 *inimum (ompeten\y District Brief writing & Raw Score | Spring CRT Three Screening for remediation on .an
Screening Test S - Language test ™ e oo forms Jindividual basis
D LT e . developed * ~
T 6 *Minimum'COmpe- District x\“English Reading Raw Score Spring CRT Three Screening for remediation on an
tency Screening Math forms individual basis
p Test . . _ developed
% 7 2 Wil probably be eii@lﬁgiéd because of high cofFéJatibn of résuits with C.A.T. scores
9 Minimum Competency . - ~ . y b ‘
Performance Test District ‘Life Skiils Raw Score Fall CRTY Three \
) ’ : B - forms '
o developed \Rresent1y for ren liation as above,
! ‘ originally intended to be used as
/ N ‘ graduation requirement but dec1sion
\ z | has been delayed -
- . X t . ‘\ . i RN
10 Minimum Competency District Life Skills Raw Score ' Fall CRT Three \ Presently for remediation as above,
' Performance Test forms \ originally intended to be used as
developed \ graduation requirement but decision
: has -been detayed,
11 Retakes of Minimum Competency Performance Testg for those who did not pass and new students, . ’
1 w’
s \
v
’ ‘ . 4
. eJi)
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"Tevel results can be recreated from this file upon request.

The ‘individual student history file is maiﬁtained.ihdefibite1y.; School

The Testing and Research offices are within the Division of Evéluatiyé'
Services and are separate frow Curriculum aﬁa"lnstructioq;' The manader of Testing
1iandLTechnica1 Services is in charge ‘of test administration. s
' : 3 / =

», TES

RESULTS | /\
Loy j ‘ C ‘ " R . . o -
) The district is presently in-the process f field testing the Random
House program “Scoring High on the C.A.T." for use as _test preparation. .
) ' ! 3 .

‘ ~ - - -

A combination of parent and teacher_Eb mittees was responsible for -
determining the standards for passing minimum competency tests. Test jtems were
examined to determine validfty and the test was piloted without a cutoff. The
cutoff was then \set at different levels to determine reliability on a test-
retest basis. The final cutoff was set at 80% of test items correct and relia-
bility proved positive on seégnd and third field tests. Roughly, 60% of students _
who took the tedt at 9th and~I0th grade level passed‘bgt the final figure is
pending retakes. v - ‘

- If passing the test becomes a graduétion peauinement, a remedial course
, will probably be mandatory for those who have not passed the test by the second
- semester of 12th grade. v ,

~ ~ Remedial work primarily takes the form of assistance in regular class- , 4
rooms at the present time. In addition, learning packages for students to take
" home are bejng developed. o " -

Presently, test scores are not taken intg account when deciding to
promote, graduate or place a student for remedial work. Neither the state nor
the district presently specifies minimumn achievement levels. Benchmarks and
objectives are under discussion but have not yet been introduced into the legis-
lative process. ‘ ‘ - ; . :

: N . | :

Because the-state has a required Fall testing program for 4th graders, i

they pay for the 4tn grade C.A.T. A1l other cqfts'are aid by the district. ’ ~

\

For further,infqrmation on the Seattle testing 'program, please contact:

David Hoffman : L N
Manager, Testing and Technical Services

Seattle School District No. 1 ,

815 Fourth Avenue N. %, ’ o
Seattle, Washington . 98109 ‘

Phone: (206) 587-4220




. - ' TOLEDO

The district current1y uses on1y standardized achievement tests pub11shed
'by a commercial testing service. The state, however, has miandated a minimum compe- -~
.tency test which must be in place by September 0f-1983. The test, which is in.the
early stages of deve1opment will probably 'entail a district- des1gned or a custom-
designed test from a major pub11sher The district will determine content areas to
be tested, grajes to be tested, cutoff scores, and whether or not the test -will be a
graduat1on requirement. « ¢ '

PURPOSES OF TESTING - o T - .

o The d1str1ct s NRT's are used at the e1ementary and secondary 1eve1s

SN 7 ‘ _ . o

" 8 for program evaluation ' o .

8 for placement ofistudents e - :

® to place students in remedial classes S A

® to assess the need for curriculum revision ’ |

8 to measure.district-wide achievement progress |
l’to determ1ne the need for teacher in-service tra1n1ng o

The resu1ts are also used in the eva1uat1on of federal programs | . ' f
5 N
The tests-are referenced against the clrriculum in read1ng and math and
the district is working to.match the tests to the curriculum in other areas. Item
_ana]yses from tests are utilized to determ1ne areas of weakness in the curr1cu1um

i

SELECTION OF TESTS N s

™ The d1str1ct has a stand1ng Test Adv1sory Committee wh1ch cons1sts of
administrative personnel and representatives . from the P.T.A. and the teachers'
union (AFT). The district has nc specific po11cy\.or dealing with test pub11shers

nor doeSelt have pxeset criteria for selecting tests.:
&

,-V‘ADMINISTRATION OF TESTS

to orthopedqca11y handicapped students by aides i

_ -\The I.T.B.S. and T.A. P. are administered. to aTiéstUdents in all schools.
A1 test1ng is conducted in the students' -schools. Test.security is minimal;
~attempts are made to keep the tests under fbck and key. Vo]untary, paid in-service

tra1n1ng on test1ng procedure was conducted the<j#rst year the tests were adminis-
tered -~ . - ] S . . ;',A oo o e 2\ ’ :
: s : G, - ; ' Ml oR ’

' SpecTal educat1on students and those tudents whose home Tanguage is not
Eng11sh are exempt. from the district's a vemeﬁ’ ‘tests. , Braille and large-print
versions are provided for vision-impaired stu en gﬁgnd tests are administered ora11y
determination-of special pro-

m\competency tests which are

visions has yet been made w1th regard to the m1nr‘

being developed. = - ~
; .
| MANAGEMENT OF TEST DATA _"f~“~‘.
° The district. has ma1nta1ned a test file by 1nd1v1dUa1 student and scho

‘summary data since 1970. The student data base is separate and contains no test

tm—At:; ._:' | 151- - | | -’—;”/(} o |
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o

. information. Long1tud1na1 test data from individual students must be accessed by

. consecutive tapes. However, the: computer does generate a label ‘showing the full

.

range of scores reported which is placed on student cumuTat1ve records Principalsy

-’teachers, counseTors and parents have access to these records

The d1str1ct generatés a pre-post growth graph by student and grade Tevel --

for the achievement tests:- .The test data base also produces alphabetic student Tist
reports, ranking reports by grade level within buildings, group item analysis re-

" ports, and buiTding summary reports with summary statistics by grade TeveT The

data base aTTows only for anaTyse//by schood=and gender but neImrace Tanguage or
SES ’ '

// Fe—
e

.

In add1t1on to the anhabet1c Tist reports for teachers and building

summary reports for pyinecipals, a system summary report is produced for curriculum o

“personnel, research perS.unnel and. the Super1ntendent A special presentation is
made to the Board of/Educat1on b

e ' Pa1d 1n-§erv1ce training on test result interpretation 'was conducted for
teachers when the ‘I.T.B.S. was introduced. Parents receive test reports which show
student grade equ1va1ents and percentiles. A percent11e prof11e is graphed out on
‘the report. Parents of elementary students receive the reports just prior to con-,
ferences so that they may ask questions. High school students parents may request
conferences. ‘ ‘

There is a great deal of ‘interaction between the research department and

“curriculum and instruction., The district is-involved in team management.so probTems

-are handled by teams with pertﬁnent representatives from the district. The d1str1ct
has a Test1ng Coord1nator who is in charge of test administration..

TEST RESULTS - LT

! ' L
i
3

: The d1str1ct has no spec1F'c poT1cy for hand11ng students who fall below
minimally acceptable levels on the I.T.B.S. or T.A.P. Scores are used for pTace-
ment of students if the building has remedial classes but such placement is not
“automatic. Remedial assistance occurs in the regular classroom sometimes, may. also

"~ be available in summer school or sk111s Tabs Most remedial work is. state and

“"cost- of tHe student assessment program.

federally, supported : : . ;

T In add1t1o to achievement test scores, grades, and teacher and pr1nc1pa1
junior and senior.-high counselor recommend t1ons are taken into cons1derat1on in
promotion and _placement decisions— , S .

t Tevels have been specified and no Tegis;

-~ Currently, no m1n1mum achieveme
proposed The district pays the entire

Tat1ve/measupe§/of this nature have been

~ v

- For further information on ToTedo s test1ng program, contact:
%" s Sally Clapp - _ - |
Toledo Public Schools . ‘ .
Manhattan Boulevard and ETii Street :
Toledo, -OH 43608°
" Phone: (419) 729-8411
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-ACHIEVEMENT TESTS (TOL;bd)‘ * L
Grade Name of Designed i Areas Metric - When NRT/ ~  Forms Norms’ : K
»Tested = Test by Whom " * Tested or UM* Given CRT "~ Used * Used General Purposcs. |
i o . _ . " o v
1 Iowa Test ' Riverside Réading, Math-- . Standard April NRT Form 7 National ’ From first sheet
of Basic Publishing all grades; scores, \ Norms ‘ .
Skills grades 4, 6, - percen- D A '
and 8, Language tiles - . )
subtests and . -
work study sub- 23:?:] o N ‘ 3 o
tests equiva- ‘. .
lent
Stanine
o2 Towa Test. . Riverside .o " © April . NRT R
- of Basic . . Publishing , \
Skilis ' L X
: S . . ¢ D b:"\,;
3 "o . " ' " S April NRT : — | :
4 o " T " " ". d A SNRT

5 " e - ' ~NRT ' L : /
" ) . " l w ' - 4 .

§ ' T e " tarly . NRT : ’////’/,,///’
- e ) S | Nov ‘ -
7 " N ’ . . ) " - o ’ . . Y . ‘ﬁl//l,, ] 77 N

; 8 " : "o, — " o - / o e - -~ NRT B s
10 Tests of - " Reading, Math, " .- NRT Form T National » - From first sheet
b, Achievement ' o Written Expres-~ L ) : Norms ’ . :

& and Profi- sfon, Work Study . S ‘ R o
Y b _ciency o : Skills o o , \
. 11 l " " w o ' " . NRT . " . ‘ " " |
1 - ‘ ' o T 5
| e - ;L prater e lga

} ! ’

T ogplemy
13

204 . | U5




WASHINGTON, D.C.

: * The district uses both norm-referenced-achievement tests published by’commer-
cial test1ng services and district- des1gned critefifon referenced tests. The district's
criterion referenced testing program was in the process of revision and new. deve1opment
during the.school year 1980-81. The tests are being piloted dur1ng 1981-82 and will
be fully implemented when the pilot process is f1na11zed

£y

PURPOSES OF TESTING

)

NRTs are used at both e1ementary and secondary 1eve1s o R N

~ 8 for program eva1uat1on S ' - o ' \
‘0 to measure d1str1ct wide ach1eVement progress~ o

" CRFs are used at the elementary 1eve1
¢ for program evaluation : - T AR
8 diagnosis of individual student strengths/weaknesses
¢ to assess the need for curriculum revision "

The resu]ts are also used'in the eva1uat1on of federa1 programs .

£ g .
The district's curriculum has been revised to strengthen weak areas which had

\\been determined by test data from past CRTs. ‘The-curriculum developers are key staff

in deve]op1ng test items which reflect course objectives. More and.more efforts are
being made-to touch base and strengthen contact with-school principals to assure their

‘ understand1ng of the use of CRT test score information and the relationship to everyday

o4

instruction. Principals also receive an annual NRT report and are expected to work on
grade Tevel and\spet1f1c classroom 1eve1s to modify instruction as required.

SELECTION OF TESTS®

. Although the district has no stand1ng test review committee, the ad hoc com-
mittee is. formed when it is necessary to select or review tests consists of the Director
of Pupil Appraisal, Curriculum Supervisors, the Director of.Counseling, the Assistant
for Research and. the Assistant ‘for Evaluation. K Ad hoc members would be classroom tea-
chers and :counselors, pr1nc1pa1sfand representét1ves from the regions.

S1nce the district has used its present NRTs for a decade, it currently has
neither spec1f1c policy for dealing with publishers nor pre-set criteria for test

selection.” "However, when the district developed its own CRTs, it sent out RFPs to. test

publishers outlining the district's objectives in designing the tests. Interested

publishers made presentations to the committee. .On the basis of the‘presentations and "
other factors (including projected costs and w1111ngness to negot1ate fine points), the-

Southwest Reg1ona1 Lab (SWRL), a non-profit federally funded‘agency, was selected to
work in con3unct1on w1th ‘the district on the deve]opment CRTs. in science and lan-

guage arts

SWRL performed the techn1ca1 work and subm1tted it to the district for accep-
“tance or rejection. The district superv1sed the item development process and retained
approval authority throughout. SWRL also assisted in deve]op1ng in-house scoring capa-
city to accompany the assessment program. The test 1tems deve1oped in the- prOJect

Q | | . ,_-154-. ) 208
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belong to the d1str1ct whereas test items from earTigr CRTs in read1ng and math devel-
oped 1in congunct1on with CTB- McGraw H111 have been. copyr1ghted by CTB. . ,

( “TECHNICAL INFORMATION , . . ‘ g : o 1

Teams of - teachers rev1ewed a]] test 1tems pr1or to the formulat1on of the ‘
pilot test versions for expressions of sexy ethnic, religious and culturaTbias.
Pilot studies of all CRTs -are conducted to determ1ne the quality and effectiveness of
test items. Measures used are traditional item analysis statistics, inter-item corre-
lations and percent of Tastery/non mastery. Bised on these anaTyses, 1t-ms are either
accepted, revised or discarded. : .

ADMIPISTRATION OF TESTS

- Afﬁ\btudents in all schools~are tested. Testing is conducted within the
‘ $tudents' schoels. The system's warehouse stores the tests, distrihutes them to the
schools, and receives them back from the 'schodls for scoring. Principals are responsi-
ble for .the security of the test materials in the schools. Hra1n1ng sessions,on test
»"adm1n1strat1oh and test score 1nterpretat1on js conducted by regional staff for test
‘cha1rpersons Jho, in turn, conduct training- sess1ons for classroom teachers
5
, Stude\ts in Special Education fac111t1es are exempt from tests. Spec1a1
education students\who have been mainstreamed are tested with a notation in those.
“areas where they can be tested. Tests can be administered orally to physically jm-
‘pa1red students and large print versions of both NRTs and CRTs are available for e
vision-impaired students. Students who have English as a second language, who can//////
?'take a11 or portions of tests, are tested with notat1on

e

MANAGEMENT OF TEST DATA - - - e /
A .

: The test data base conslsts of a data summary for each test by individual
student as well as by classroom and school. Each student's I.D. number, grade- and
sex is coded so that.analyses can be dong by gender as well as school but not Tace, -

language or SES. The student data base is separate but can a]so be accessed by- student
I1.D. number. i ‘ . «

/ L

On the-CRTs, on1y the percent of. students m ter1ng each obJect1ve is re-
ported On the CTBS, an individual $ummary showing-each subtest score, percent1]e and -
grade equ1va1ent is generated. The percent of students per class tak1ng a test is’
also reported : «/// “F . ,

L . Summaries by sch001 and for. the d1str1ct as a who1e are prov1ded to the
Pup11 Appraisal Office. School 1evé/ data are g1ven to reg1ona1 super1ntendents and
pr1nc1pa1s ,//’ .

. : P

After each test,/the Pupit Appra1sa1 O0ffice cont@cts schoo] testing chair-
persons either d1rechy/fhrough workshops or through reg1ona] representat1ves to-
provide assistance with test result interpretation. An emphasis. is placed on each
test and attendane€ is required. Testing cha1rpersons receive a special package on
X ¢onduct workshops for faculty. As mentioned above, more contacts are
th school principals to assure their understanding of CRT, test score.
and the re]at1onsh1p to everyday instruction.
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ACHIEVEMENT TESTS (WASHINGTON, DC)

Sxeom

— Grade Name uf:

~Desfgned

Metric ﬁhen Fonﬁs
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Areas NRT/ Norms _
Tested Test by Whom Tested or UM* 'vaen .. CRT Used Used General Purposes
K Hetropolitan *Psych Corp . ALditory Menmory, )5 Percentiles Oct NRT Form P National To determine entry level of Kin-
Readiness Test y Rhyming, Letter Stanines i dergarten children and to provide
. k Recognition, teachers information for instruc-
Visual Matching, tional purposes. |
% School Language/‘
Quantative Lan-
. guage ’ -

3, 6 CI18S pd CTB/McGraw- Fu]l’Batféry : Grade Equiv- May.’ NRT Form S National To measure distrlct achievement

9, & o Hin . N - alent percen- progress and individual student

11 - tiles - \ : achievement. To determine school's

- ; ‘ v ! status relative to achievement,
)}56 -YCBC~Dia§nbst1c -District Designed Reading 1. Percent May CRT . \, - To -diagnose individual student
e Prescriptive -in conjunctiop = - L of objec- S ' strengthﬁlweaknesses To evaluate -
: Instrument with CTB-McGraw- ‘tives \ curriculum,
Hi11 (Copyright) "'mastered ' : ‘
. 2. Percent
of students
! mastering a
! objectives ' - o,

1-6  CBC- DistrictDesigned ‘ 1.~\Bercent Hay CRT -—- ' - wf?; diagnose individual student
Diagnostic ~An conjunction °’ b of* obgec- : | - " Strengths/weaknesses to evaluate
Prescriptive with Cid/McGraw- - | tived '/ curriculum
Wnstrument : Hi1T (Copyright) ./ ot mastered :

~4/ : 2. Percent )
: of students’ ~ .
mastering '
- objectives
\ _ y ~ (Cont'd)
/ . .
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© Washiington, DC Achievement Tests Cont'd / -
P . - /‘:I i . ~\
. . I / , 1
"_Grnde Name of Designed - Areas | / Metric When - NRT/ Forms * Norms ! '
Tested Test by Whom_ Tested Lsor UM* Given “CRT Used Used General Purposes
- |+ 1-6 DCPS Cdmpetency District, Language Arts / Percent of  Feb CRT - - Pilot Study
. Based Assgss- Designed in - . students June : ’ '
ments Conjunction - / mastering .
with South-, . . objectivev]s
. west / o
! Regional Lab - Co
1-6  DCPS Competency District Sclence ~ /° Pércent of  Feb CRT:  --- .- Pilot Study
Based Assess- Designed in - ; students June Lo Rl -
. ments, : Gonjunction - mastering
with South- objectives
7 west. - » N :
/l Regional Lab /
. . _ o ! .
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access to these records.

, Ass1stance with test score interpretation is prov1ded to parents on the indi-
V1dua1 bupil reports. Testing chairpersons, regional psychometricists, or Pupil Appraisal

-personne] periodically conduct workshops for parent groups.

The date of test administration, student's grade equ1va1ent and percent1]e
rank are recorded on each student's record. Counselors, teachers, parents, students
and researchers, (with permission from both school adm1n1strat1on and parents) have

> " The Research Division is separate from the division of Curriculum and Instruc- .

tion. The Pupil Appraisal Branch, which is in charge of the district student assessment
program, fa]]s under’ Curriculum and Instruction. '
.\l'

TEST RESULTS ‘ I s

- A test taking program for the curr1cu1um in reading, math, science and 1anguage
arts has been developed by faculty in these areas. Students are prepared on how to take

-"a test but not.on test content. ‘A handbook "Moving Up to Success in Test-Taking" devel-

'oped by the above faculty, has been given to teachers for use in grades 1-6. For grades
' 7-12, a test-taking strand has been developed in the curr1cu]um in Engl1sh

4'conta;t:

\

e ~ Remedial work occurs in the regular classroom, in summer schoo]s and skills
labs. Operation Rescue is a highly successful district remedial program which uses com-
munity volunteers (college students, retired teachers and administrators) to.work with
students in specific weak skill areas. To assist students Qg;gﬁjs, 1nd1V1dG"T“3ackages
were deve]oped for students to take home as a part of Operat Rescue

For further inform:tion about,wash1ngton s student assessment program, please'

It

Dr. Cynthia H. Almeida
Director,

Pupil Appraisal Off1ce
415 - 12th Street, NW
Room 900 - N
,washington; DC” 20004 -

e

Phone: ,(202) 7Zﬂ?¢I6¢‘“ww;e~;th“

-j158"' .

J
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