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'of Chicano Gang Menmbers

igh school completion rate for Chicanos is
. : : 1 ‘
" only’ half that of non-Hispanics (Alvirez, 1 981) For

Chicano gang members,  the comﬁiuLion rute is 1ow01 Lhan
! ’ 0‘.

that of the Chlcano pOpulatlon ‘as a whole.; One study'

-
aw

of six gang cllques in East Los Angeles found that K
‘hign school completion rates were less than ll%'for

five of the six cllques (Moore, Garc1a, Garcia, Cerda,

[

. & Valencia, 1978). . A C _&

. 0Of. the various reasons cited for dropping out of

» s
. K "

”f "scnool, at least one may be spec1f1c to the Chlcano

1 .

gang memoer._problems emanatlng from on-campus 1nter-

o

v

N ’

qctlon with members of’ r1va1 gangs (Torres, 1979). .
L o
If the school is 10cated within a termitory clalmed

by one barrio, the campus'may become a'battleground

~or memoers of otner barrlos who w1sh to attend Un-

B ]
* s 1 [ea

cer sUCn1c1rcumstances, gang members may Iind 1t
cusler to arop out than to conilnue atrendlnq S
Tt is uncertain whether gang members who drOp

T e out of schools 1ocated in other barriou would con- -
. L3N 4

tinue attending if a school were located at « neutral

site or in their own barrios. If so, it would be
' ’ . A4
reasonable to request school officials to provide

“‘alternative sites to meet the educat10nal ‘neeads of

tnls group. If not, then such a; request would clear-

® ’ . ‘
ly be extravagant. e

In the present study, the impact of such a' school
Q '
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- was a- community-based delinguency and gang violence

site chanéé'ié examined. The setting for this 'study .

Y

prevention project Prullmlnary studics 1nd1cated

that gang members who oloppgd out of bChOOl frequuntlj

mentionaed 1nter-barrlo~L¢than as Lhe most important v -

:eason for falling to continue bChOOl

a N . )
- : . "

O | ‘ Method

. ' ¢

ﬁNegqtiatiqns. " The first step in thé study involved
‘negotfations with sbhéol officiuals to provide school
'seryiées at” selected sites oﬁtside of the established ‘ .
séhool campuses. School Officials were~receptive:$o
the jdea because (a) ‘they agreed that: inter-barrio
,nghtlng had caused many gang members to quit school;
and (b) there was alreadf an active AlLernaleg Studies '
Program (ASP) 1ocatedvon certaln schoote campuses. The
?ASP was designed for students with special learning
broolems_or.fof working students. The ASP provided a T
;%1exib;e.qpproach to education in'which studnhts‘conﬂ
\ : : .
“tructed witn tutors to heet odUCationailgouls within o ,
SpGCiéiCd,time periods. Parental‘approval wasffeja
_quired for‘participation. The reéuest was to move -
the AS? to a neutral sitd in order to cncourage gdng‘ ‘ o {
members t‘o attend. School officials agreed to this
'Vrequest and to provide reguiar qreditQ to students A
attending at the alternative location. _— ‘ .

Subjects.. Thirteen males between the ageé quA' :

13 and 18 admitted to the gang violence prevention
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roject during a one-year period served as subjects
for this study. This constituted the total number
of male project participants not in school at the

time of admission'for the study period. Ten others

~were in school at the time of “adinisuion.

Thrée subjects (23%) :epéfted inter-barrio fight=
ing as the primary cause of their‘erpping'out Qf
school. ,Oﬁher'reasons givén included trouble with
tegchers; administrati%e site changes to‘undesifabie )

. . . - cy e
locations, boredom, and marriage or: birth of a child.

Fl

Experimental manipulations. Upon entering the

f

gang prevention project, each subject was, informed
tnat a fully—accfedited educational scrvice was offered

<0 him at a site near his home barrio. Tue subject was
N .

i ‘ S o e ' -
then encouraged to attend school during avallable hours

in order to earn credits stoward hign school graduation.

Subjects were not punished in any way for refusing to
uttund, and continued in the gang prevention project

4s o counselee or for-émployment referrals.  Those who

- R

. ‘ . o e A o KR TR .
cid eiccot to ateend school atne alcocernative site were

onroiled una uildy-contracts were drawn.up for thon.
: ; - ®
one unit of credit FOWara the high' scnool dipiomd wd

granted by the school district .for each 30-hour block
of time attended. Additional units were granted for

the completion of specific assignments, such as book

reports or tests. '
“‘( 4 ' B BN !
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within their home barrio. Of tha remaining eight

fying...

rates of non-completion, it ca

~enced by the cost of providing such SOrVICOs.

Results =

Of‘the'thirteen Subjects; five (38%) clected to

return tb school when of Ier\d Lhe altornaLch sile

baoJecLs (62%) who‘did not wlect Lo take advantage
of the alternatlve 51tc to- fu:Ler their cducatlon,

hdlf (four) were employed in werk they foundrsatlsf

-

Discu sion N - k
The baseline rété of return-to-sdéhool for Chicano
gang mémbérs_is not known, bug in view of the high

‘ sufely be assumed that
the rale is small, probébly not grecater tihan 1Qm. _Thug,
the alteration of school s&te'iﬁcreuscd the raté'of’ |
ruturn to—sehool by 28% at least, from a hypothesizédA
10% to 38%. Almost 40% of the Chicano gang mcmbers who

fiad aropped out of school prlor Lo cntcr;ng the ganq
,
prevention program did return' Lo $chool. iL woulcd bo »

Lro decision of school officials to duturminv whuther ¢
i 4 ’

this rute of turn-to school JUbLlfLLb the provision of .

ALOLAGtive campuses in selocted’ barrio or neutral
A

"
. . .

jocations. Their decision would, of courto, he influ-

In conclusion, ‘this study deﬁonstratgd that the 'NK\;//

ait ratlon of school sites can have a slgnlflcant im- kJ/ ‘

bl a

pact on the school attendance behav1or of Chicano gang ‘

members. S S

i
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