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Representing the accumulated expert1se of the Spanish
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INTRODUCTION

The National Latlno/Chlcano PosjtlonoStatement on Child Abuse and Neglect
represents the accumulated expertlse of the Spanish Speak;ng/Surnamed
(5/S) multi-disciplined 'service provider network. The network developed:
out of the struggle to assist Hejicano-Chicano-Latino familias survive

: ,the rigors of the child abuse.and neglect (ca/n) intervention systems

A8

and to develop strategles to prevent its (ca/n) occurrence, The position
statement presentation at the Fourth National Child Abuse and Neglect :
Conference is designed to focus national, state and local attention to
the Latlno-Chlcano child abyge and neglect problems and on bilingual,
bicultural resources needed to lmprove the degree and type of response to

child abuse and neglect. .

The paper will strlve ‘t0 adequately reflect the dlstund;—blcultural
conteptual base employed by numerous Latlno-Mechano-Chlcano professionals
and]para-professlonals in the ca/n field who are reviewing, analyzing and
evaliating current prevalent ca/n theorles. The experiences of our familles
for whom cul&urally approprlate ca/n alternatlve response systems are
being ‘created are also reflected in thls paper.

-

-
! Y - 4

Latino-Chicano professionals involved in the field of ca/n have developed a
theoretical approach which include the ?ollowlng: !
1. It is family centered;

!

v 2. multi-dimensional in nature;

3. cognitive of hazardous ecological factors within which child abuse

is defined; _— , . -

- k. .encourages S5/S workers utiliza ion of bicultural famlly
(parent/child) strengthenlng, ‘

5. relles on knowledge of cultural and societal forces affectlng
the Latino family and; : .

6. Is not reflected in exlstlng ca/n literatire, research and
child abuse treatment and prevention module$. The theoretical .
approach is novel within the ca/n fleldsoe-
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DEHOGRAPH!C PROFILE OF LATINO POPULATION. IN RELATION TO CHILD‘ABUSE RISK %
The stressrand pressures of American society have probably had a greater

impact on Latino-Chicana families than on any other segment of the population.
There are historical, cultural, oemographcc, social, political, and ecOnomie
factors supporting the pré:jse that H:spanac families in this society, are ’
experiencing pressures which are an integral part of their high risk status.
Mexican-Americans and Puerto Ricans represent the two largest groups whthin
this country's Hispanic popuiation. Unlike European immigrants who came

here from the mid- l9th through the early part of the 20th century, thesé

two groups shared the experience of conquest and annexation. ) 0

We know the Hispanics are severely under represented in the mental health,
soclal and legal systems in policy making and as service providers.

fe

o

Th

We can infer from the size'of the Hispanic -population and the multiple

hazards faced by its members that its problems in the area &f ca/n and family

r
1]

disruption can only worsen.

Or. Teresa Raéﬁrez-Boulette speaks of the multiple hr%h risk’ factors faced

by SS/S people, some of which are: . .

~ ’ ' e

Health Hazards -/ youthful pregnancy, malnutrition, neo-natal death

risks, lack of adequate preventive health care, poverty related low

3

birth rate,'crowde? dilapidated unsanitary housing, etc.

B : ’
Emotional Hazards - disruption in maternal care (poverty and health

related), maritai-disharmony, inappropriate foster placements, neglect-
by psychiatric and psychological professions, etc.

‘
»
.

intellectual Hazards = low birth weight related‘mentai/deficiencies,

poverty related serious academic impa:rment, fﬁﬁtatﬁonal institutions'
failure to (among others) assess specific nature of cognitjve deficits
of each child and distinguish between academic and mental retardation.
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Cuitural Hazavds - Research attributing degrading, pecui:ar or ’

romantic characteristics mass stereotyping, Lack of Hispanics

. in positions of influence, depreciation of Hispantc culture, e '
faiiure to recognlze heterogenelty of Hispanics (regionai gener-= 1//°’

ational, place of origin in Hexrco Latin America Cuba, ~and
- T Puerto Rico, urban and rural, degiee of - traditionainess-accuituraticn- .
_ assamiiationt in group and between group differences) over
representatioh In those uncarcerated substance abuse, unempioyment :
. - and low educationai attannment. )

.
- .
.
1 ! R AN
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A recent Washington Post article—ran a series of articies on the tatino/ <
Mexican gopulation. it sald: R ;T oo
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“éy the midji§80's, the number .of Hispanic Americans .- including
_ immigrants from Caribbean isfands~and South America as well-as 18
‘ Mexico--is expected to exceed the 30 million projected for -American
blacks." " , Co T . A

¥ s

’s

"Tcday, in the Southwestern states ‘of Texas, Coiorado New Hexico,
Arizona, and California, Mexican-Americars aJready vastiy outnumber
#lacks, Asians.and all other minorities, reachung as high as 36 per
cent.' _ L .
“Of the nation's estimated 11.3 million Hispanic poauiation, more than
half are Mexican-Americans concentrated largely in five states:

- culture.and sheer numbers give_the region the flavor of one new nati
that could be called MexAmerica. ¢ C ;

- ) . s .
‘ N .

California, Texas, Ney Mexico, Arizona and Colorado. Their ianguaqe;l.

" "Los Angeles, with a larger populésion of-hexican heritage than any ) |
’ , ~ . \ . 4
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other city except Mexico City, is considered the capital of HexAmerica.
It is home to 1.5 millton citizens of Mexican ancestry and perhaps
500,000 more illegal mlmgrants 1 . .

i’ ~

N . - -

jf8y all ca/n literature -and research _measures the abdve demograph:c data,
-~ though admattedly limited for purposes of. this paper, :nd]cate strongly ',t“§7 ~ LA
the high risk potential of the Latino-Ch«cano-Hejncano populatxon Or

(( rather the data.reflects the hazardous life conditions w:thin which

' s

Chicano-He;icano-Latlno famglx life survives., - ‘ “ .

¥
-

(%]

.

“Yet there/(s virtually no funded committment on the part of federal and ‘ -
state governments indicating concern for the quality or quanity of life >
/ for Latino-Chicano families.

‘

Despite numerous research projects, funded 0 provide the Federal govern-
_ment with valid information on child abuse, no studies have been pr:ggted

to ldentify ca/n incidence; ‘types of bicultiral prevention/treatment -
resources; “nor asséssment of relevant bicultural strategies impact:ng on ,
child abuse and neglect in the Latino community. This represents a B}
partlcu)azy glarsng defxc:ency in the, state of Caleornxa where SS/§— ——
networks are working voluntarlly to Improve the systems. .

' 4 py '.\

. A'few Regfon X, area graduate students _have undertaken research to look

2

at ‘the many potential ‘Latino child abuse issues. One of those students,
) ‘Josephine Jarvas, proposed specxfac recommendations regarding the Juvenile-
Court System abillty to become more responsive to Spanish Speékﬁng people . .

golng through the court system '
K ~ 1 5 . t

‘

lll;:;STATE OF THE ART OF THE CA/NFFIELD AND THE SPANISH SPEAKING/SURNAME POPULATION . ¥
{ — -

-
L

A, CHILD ABUSE SYSTE“S AND PROBLEMS .- - ' ' g
PROBLEM STATEHENT The present inadequate system-of services currently.
designed to meet theuproQ}ems of .child ahuse and neglect contributes to

-.trauna, stress, and harn’to the Span}sh-speaking/sdrnamed victim children

\ R

, . ' 4
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. and their parents. The degree of/harm appears to be more consistent than

/ the amount of support and assistance the families receive. Without exception
$S/S service providers have documented case hustdrfea to corraborate this.

- o ) /

. A} 3 ) - ] N
L Yet, given the reforms’ needed to insure a healthier outcome for families, .
‘_”—" - there are certain principles, whuch if adopted can lessen the degree- of
ffauma to children and parents. ) o, : e
. B - ’

’

With respect to Latino famillies, the tremendous lack of,BilinguaJ/choltural
personnel within the ca/n systeme is the most apparent and immedlate’need
Inability -to communicate adequately wsth‘suspected/reported ca/n parents L
- can result in erroneops conclusions and recommendations to the court.
Hbrker attctudes and stereofypes .about. $S/5 parents greatly affect the
manner in which' the ca/n reported cases are handled and the long range

outcome,

’

. L

Once families alre reported, the ability to communicate effectively wlth

‘ DY

the individual's preierred mode of communication is basic to any helping

. relatuonship. This relationship is even more critical when attempting to )

——Afwmfatranyﬁongﬁng—hefptng—proees‘rwtth”ffamlﬂes 1nvq1ved in chlld“abuse,* -7
and neglect. <

. . . -
-

L I ' ]
Yet, a recent study which investigated Spanish-speaking capabilities in the .
Child Abuse Service Networks of nine California counties revealed only six

persons dlrectly professionally involved as Spanish-speaking child abuse

specialists. (Zapata, 1975). in Los AngeTes County, for example where ' - .
more than six mf11ion Spanish Surnamed persons reside, there are areas of .
high populatuon density where Childrens Protective Seerces units have one ‘ (:/

t

Span!sh Speaklng worker.

.
4 ‘ ‘ ¢
- ! « -




. . ‘

NATIONAL LATING C/A POSITION PAPER
' The netwprks yhich have the greatest responsibility include the Police,
Department’ of Social Services, Protective Serwices, Juvenile Justice
System (e.g., courts) and the medical profession. It is our bellef that :
appropriate recruitment, training, screening, education and selegtion
procedures are cr:tncally needed for hiring sens:txve bllingual/bﬁgu]tural
personnel in these human servxce system dealxng wnth the potential issues .- -

of removal and placement of chnldren. -,

~
Ay ‘ r

RECOHHEQDATIONS , ,
LIS That public ca/n serv:ce response systems be suK;eyed by the state

~. and counties to assess the degree of need-response.’
" 2. That polcies be instituted to’insure bllingual/b:cultural personne]
be integrated at ALL levels of the.service network of child abuse and .

qaeqlect,

—pm—

-
FY S P

3. That a network of bilingual/bicultural referral services be established,
advocated for, and sponsored by the state and county Child Abuse and

_ Neglect Service Network, -

‘7,5. That there be a re-dedlcation to Affirmative Action Poluc:es throughout

the Child Abuse and Neglect Delivery System, nnclud:ng an impact

" ‘evaluation of how Latinc famiTies are being adversely affected through
the absence of bilingual/hicultural personnel
5. That publ;c and private legal firms be encouraged to review possible
- legal Issues with regard to the placement and treagment of Latino children

‘through the juvenile dependancy court proceedinds.

B. DYNAMICS OF CHILD ABUSE IN'THE LATINO COMMUNITY )
PROBLEM STATEMENT: Little is actually known about the impact of child
abuse in the Latino Community. The avax!abi!ity of valid, and reluable

research in the area of Spanish-speaking surnamed families and the‘
problems of child abuse and_neglect is shochingl; not represented in
existing c/g literature and federally sponsored c/a research. As a
,resuit, the Latino Community and the Latino Familia has been placed in

a victim=blame, !'no win' situation by systéms set-up to help families.
) ‘/ L ’ .,
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Policies are developed and lmplemented’based upon historical myth,
stereotypac conclusions and influenced by tradltlonal research whlch
“has been both culturally insensitive and culturally Irrelevant.

o
‘“’The clinical experlence of many c¢/a $S/S servace providers tends to
call into_question tée reliability of existing dominant ¢/a theories
and research, and its applncab:llty for the SS/S-ca/p" population.

Thls represents an lmportant area for further exploration.

In more recent sociological studies on Spanlshéspeaklng eommunltl 3;
for example, some common Indicators of stress and ""high risk potential®
appear to be factors of isolation either from the community or extended
family.. Factors which may. contribute to this isolation may be language
fluency in Spanish or English; level of acculturat:on,‘(ne fdilure of

workers to recognlzed supportive cultural values and family systems:

available to, the lndxvndual, and to have knowledge of the surrounding

community supports, Yet the relatlonshlp to ca/n of these or any other
: \ ,

factors is yet to be dkveloped.

and Neglect phenomena. The system is penceived ultimately as a system
of soctal regulation and control rather than a helping resource., Latino -

__Even less understood he_communities attitude towards the-Child-Abuse - — —

cultural dynamics are not understood, the Spanish languagehls jnvalidated,
and more often tQan not, the Latino Communnty is further relegated ~
(subjected) to the role of second class c:tnzensh:p., These conditions¥
are enhanced through the neglect of the federal government to foster
bicultural preventlon; treatment, research education, material

. development and to insist on lnclTslon of $5/S at all levels of the ca/n
field. ‘ .

-8 *
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Community cultural vaiues and family -dynamics are not taken into

-~ consideration, for example, when Spanish-speaking children are pldced

. -in compieteiy English-speaking foster homes . Often the Iocation of

&~ .-these homes do not foster and promote family visitation because .

Tl .transportation remains a probiem in our barrios. There are major

'*f- issues to be explored w:th regard to placement of bicultural children -
7in English Speaking homes, such as parent-child culture.shock and T ’
language alienation and conflict, factors fostering lengthier .placements

' and many others. Family reunification poiici S must be impiemented ]
that are focused to the needs of our community an4 that promote an ‘-
atmosphere for healthy famaiy functioning. * .

--.. . . - e ¢..‘-- ..

- * ew sm

—

. .
»
- ' s
- “ ’

RECOMMENDATIONS: . s-r : = N )
"} To develop an awareness of, and to formaily |dent|fy and publicize™ . « - :**?f
practices which gripple the family spirlt and restrict the opportunity { ”t
en =« for optimal,. emotionat, inteliectuai and physical growth of our . B
w1 - gente, thereby increasing the potential for child abuse xntervention -

. Z.-:To establish mecRanisms to identify, advocate against, and control
L — _the abusesfperpetuated~by~the‘muitltude of service-institutions which
-are hazardous to our famiines and chlldren ’ )
. 3. To identlfy areas for research, systematically advpcate for funding
to implement research among the Latino/Chlcano population, to assess
:~through culturaljy: sensitive research, the nmpact of Child Abuse
z~-and Neglect on he-tatino memunaty bunldlng on existing :
"knowledge base/of $S/S professionals and para-professionals.
k. To promote awarefiess in the Latino Community to parents role as ,
participants in the healthy development of their children through
. bicultural=bilingual models of Prevention and Education.
5. To foster the expertise of $S/S professionals currently developing
. famiiy centered prevention and healthy intervention models.

\




NATIONAL LATINO C/A POSITION PAPER - - "

- S
C. FAMILY DYNAMICS/FAMILY STRESS e .
PROBLEN STATEMENT: The impact of 6hild Abuse and Neglect in the
Lﬂo Comunut?\is perhaps most evudent within the mdividual

family unit reported, identified and charged with ca/n.. The .

fact that the Latino fams}y is more likely to experience sociegal

- ' , stress at a h|gher |nc|dence than many other ethnically dlstinct

. ~ groups is supported by existing research. "C/A research also s '

” \‘\\‘\I._ supports, ‘this fact, yet c/a systems ?ail to formulate policies . )
~ Or programs. based on this research Rather, it is/felt by SS¢S

serviceproviders-that this failure contributes to the capruclous

handling of cases.

¢

The\implncations |nherent in Child Abuse and assessments of the Lat- )

/ ino family are that cultural values related to child-rearing,
// “par ‘ting and 1ntrafamjliaJ relationships must be pathologuca!. - A
' Tiey to percenve family ‘functioning from a blcultural perspectlve

RSN an promote development of a systematic approach to.treatment.

_H[gh risk familial units includrng the '‘undocumented” family and
the family."in crisis' must be targeted for special consideration.

What is most sacred iy the fam|ly is the tradition and culture

it represents. To rovude activities, treatment approaches, and
problem resolution whsoh highlight and respect our cultura us a
‘method which promotes positive interaction among families. lt is

_important to recognize that the issues which parents of different
cul tural backgrounds face are someﬁhat similar; what is more
difficult to recognize is the varying cultural response to the-
issues and the distinct methods families use for coping. '

*
by

i ' The responses of Latino families often include a pervasive lack
of understanding regarding child abuse laws, the legal, judicial, '
« and bureaucratic procedures in the reporting of.Child Abuse. -

\ L4
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Latino parents often are not, prepared to have family authority
questioned or even to reveal family matters to others who
represent outside authorlty. Sexual abuse in particular Is an
Issue which Is NOT often discussed much less admntted

- Sl
—~
“er - B 3

fhe role of the Latino/Ch;‘Ipo parent is nndeed changing.& The
role of the femala in the household is no longer like that of

- our mothers. The fact of the single parent household and economic.

need for the lncreasipg two breadwinner household are Just a few

examples of these developing changes. -

Focus on family patho)ology can promote cu!turally nnappropriate
' laS!iing, assessments and treatment. Many SS/S service provnders

lnvoived in. the ca/n- network propose the deve!opment of a

*

i

~—7b%cu+tura+—pefspectfve—+n~the—assessment—and treatment and '
prevention: of child abuse. This orientation includes assessment
of family strengths includxng the meaniné of love, respect, wor@,
education and authority. The goal is to build on family strengths.

"\ as a first principle.

© RECOMMENDATIONS: . r :
. 1« To develop a forum to promote the professional sharing of

bicultural perspectives and bicultural treatment and prevention
" models,

2. To encourage the development and implementatlon of culturally
appropriate Parenting Programs Prevention models and material
which educate aBOut the problems of Child A;:se and Neglect,

3. Community based prdgrams be estabiished to provide the necessary
support for famllnes at’ risk. _Familyvoriented Crisis Centers-
which provide referral, court orientatnon; advocacy, and |

drop=in services, are one example of these programs. Bllingual

information and crisis lines are another.
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&, The need for quallthtlve and quantatlve research program;.

development, and implementationtof alternatlve treatment methods
wlth'those who are at risk ls;imperatlve. The lsolated,,

Yerisisvoriented' and ''undocu nted”;famlly units are especlalTy
important groups requirlng attention. Culturally sensltive |
documengation regardlng the problems of Child and Sexual/Abuse/
Neglect and the xmpact of the response and- publlc intervention

<

‘system on the Latino family requires further exploration

. -7
.THE ROLE OF THE COURT AND PROTECTIVE SERVICES ) //N
PROBLEM STATEMENT: The overall system designed to assist famllles who
are suspectednof Child Abuse or, who suspect others of abusing their

) chlldren results in further abuse for‘famllles and. enhances trauma to
the.child. The Child Abuse and Neglect System consists of the reporting
unlts (e g, Doctors School Officials, PrOtectlve Servlces), those
who must «nteract between the reportlng units and the courts (Police

( Dept., Soclal Services Dept.,- DPSS), and finally, the courts (Public
. Defender, Juvenild Court System). At all tﬁree levels af tﬁeﬁ;ystem
llttle‘effort or Sensltlv1ty*ls glven to the needs of Latino famllles,

Ql.e., non=Spanish Speaklng personnel to_ respond to and evaluate reports;
stereotypic assessments; bureaucratnc procedures and attLtudes.

¢ w, ’ ,ﬁ’ 2 .
Chlldren s and Parent s Rights For examplé must be made to flt the valﬁe
requirements of the Spanish-speaking. In almost every apsegfsof the
. tri=level sefv:ce network’ the Span;sh-languaéeefs notlonly gscouraged
it is often used as a criteria Yor suspicion. e process for reporting

- child abuse, the court procedures, the decision maklng process for

‘ placlng cﬁlldren in foster homes and for resolution of the problem are’

| almost always completely conducted in a forelgn langdage - Engllsh.

Even court tfansla where they exist, w:ll only translate from the

court to the individual and rarely aid in presentlng the families _

clfcumstances to prosecuting and defendlng attorneys, to socnal wonkers,

probatlon, etc. : N

&




- )

¢
’ ’ . , . v - . P

NATIONAL LATINO C/A POSITION PAPER - S Y

. L * y ’ \ :
; : T "ln regards‘to the courtroomigrocedures, it is our beluef that courts ’
| R must be realistlc i the type of services they provsde to Spannsh-
fpeaking families. In this light,’ Protiot{!e Services mus § take a'wore
; iétive position ta nnsuro-githnn the area of Child Abuse, Latino .
#» Individual rights. ‘It is not enough to protecf’the children From Lo
N family or ‘commufiity abuse, rather Protectnve Services must adopt a posture
of ‘protecting the child from the abuse of the helping system. L
Interrogation procedures either during the initfa} ‘police contact or ‘
through the Public Defenders Office, for example must f‘fst be acutely
*  considerate.of the chnld's Basic Rights, “Parents must be helped to .
fully understand the condtructs of judicial process and legal recourse
available to them. If Protective Services does not assume this alternative
! posltion then the Latino Communnty must develop strategies to protect-
its own. (Ex: Spanish-speaking Community Advoeate/Translator).

{ , : R ! —
’

Again, factual documentation of questionable protective services,
court procedures and others can be provided to support the contention)
that the Juvennle ‘court and protective service system promote Latino

family das unification. ‘ -

-

[

w .
» RECOMMENDATIONS : \i .
1.. The lack of procedures for Bilingualism must be considered the

immediate and primary problem leading to increasing family sgressl
ol " The entire Child Abuse and Neglect Service Network must assume
, responsibility for integratfng the Spanish language and\culfﬁre at .
all levels of iis operation if its true goaIQIs the reunification
~ of famjlies. ‘ . ' -
2. Court dependency”and. review procedures, Protective Services role
and the Legal System must be re-evaluated in terms of the promotion
. of further abuse and their insensitivity to the needs of the Latinc
family. Due Psocess and the Right to Equal and Fair Representation
are key quesfuons which must -be addressed
3.‘\Advocacy, eikher from within the represented service networks or
through legal or legnslated community response must be V|ewed as a
priority in aidnng'any Latino family within the helping systems of
" Child Abuse and Neglect.

(B b o o~ L




' NATIONAL

/ . , 2 ,
. ‘ Tluq}/;\gosmou P_APE'R ‘
k. Research regarding the disposition, lenpth of placement follow-up,
referral reSources and othef“factors should be initiated at the
Federal, State and County level.
f , . . .
Ui ALTERNATIVE HODELS/BIL!NGUAL-BICULfUéAL RESQURCES
¢. ' PROBLEM STATEMENT: The restrictions and limitations placed upon those
proﬁgssionals/péra-professionals working with Lati;b families and the, ! /
- Pf°b{emi8f Child Abuse and Nggleét are the result of many opposing
. inf!uenéis.(<?he need to de?%%e, deQelop and implement res?ufces andv
treatment mo&fls,froﬁ withfﬁ a Latino professional/parsibrofessional/ - !
.+- community framework was the-initial Intent for preparing.this Position Yo
Papert The goal is to decrease the possibil[ty of Chi]g‘Abusé in the -t
Latino Commuh{ty through the development of £upporfive, educational and

*cylturally designed family oriented treatment programs from throughout
its members 1ife-cycle. «

The .wsoftegies n developlﬁg alternative models and biculfdral';e50urces
‘range from altering current methods and practices to the development of
"new and unique service models; The .process suggested'for developing

strategies is first, ‘to identify those practices which restrict the 5

6pportunlty for optimal growth. The need for bilingual/bicultgrai,personnel; )

sensitivity to Spanish language needs, and cultural sensitivity in under-
‘standing the circumstances of Child ggyéé are practices which have been
identified in this pa::Pw\ Research however is still very necessary in

- assessing the effects of these practices on the Latino population. . o

‘

3 , ‘Sec:%nd, once these practices are identified, a decision to develog s;tf'a/tegies'
to resolve any cultural or theoretical inconsistency, should focus on .
approaches both within the Child Abuse Service Network and from the communi;;.
Community based resource systems haye been suggested as one alternative
approach.‘ From within thébService Network, the need for a comprehensive ¢

. ssteqfof accountability, re-evaluation of present présedures and
///regulations, and - the developmens of a bilingual/bicultural work force hav
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beenisuggested as possible strfategies which foc&s on the Latino Communities

needs.

) I'd
h “ - '
| Y o > i . . : 'y

_ RECOMMENDED ALTERNATIVE RESPONSES: . .

l.

{ .
Develop Bilingual/Bicul tural Manpower resou&ces There is a clear
need for more lennguallstcultural profess:onals and para-professnonals

LS

" sensitive and dedicated to the lives of our people and children.

i
—

There is also a need to assuse thét Bilingual/Bicultural peréénnel
are recruited, trained and ed/ggted to work with Latino families \
and groups who become entangled in the web of Child Abuse and Neglect.

2.

3.

" We must demand more Spanish-speaking employees at all levels of

prevention, identification and treatment.

.

This include§ more Latino/Chicano doctors, nurses, social workers;

police, teachers, 'as lel ;s, clinitians.

-

I 3

Accountability: There must be developed a accountability within

'Community.

federal, state @nd local service systems designed to assess the .
effectiveness of the response from these Networks towards the Latino

Need for Research There is a dire need for research studies relative

to the Latino-Chicano-HeJicano Community and Child Abuse and Neglect
practices.

There currently exists few validly Tdentifiable criteria,'Qr culturally
relevant indicatoré io assess the problems of ''abuse' or ''neglect’.

1t wou!d appear that the responsibility for establishing and Yunding
gulturally appropriate research should especially fall upon federal

an&,i}qte governmental Child Abuse and Neglect Service Systems (e.g.,
Tltle xx Funds, PL93- 247, NIMH) .
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-~ k. family Crisls Intervention: There is 'a consensus that the utility

of Family Oriented Crisis Intervention Services are one element of
sérvice delivery which must be explored further. Bilingual/Blcultural
professionals and para-professional staff’ could well bé‘*ntegrated .
throggh the Juvenile Justice/Community Mental Hea\th Systems.. The
specialized services of Crisis lntervention, Referral, Advocacy,
“"and Child Abuse Liaision are “especially nmportank in ;orking with
YHigh Risk“‘latino groups; such as, the isolated family or the
undocumented famlly. The Qlternative Servlces perspectlve require '
sensitavlty and awareness of cultural conmunity dynanfi'cs and resoyrces.
- ‘Our experience is that these innovative bicultural appfoaches (primary
. ., ¢ preventlos. treatment, educatlonal ‘which again, cén be documented) usually

I ~—are terminated once the personnel responsible for their development

- leave. . J l - : ’ .o /
J 4 ° )

5. Preventive Intervention: ‘Preventive Interventjon I's perhaps the least

1Isalidaced'but mos t lmporiant elemenf,in developing alternative methods
* of response. Various professionals and para-professionals ‘have begun
to formul and develop innovative, culturally sensitive programs.
Oftentimes these programs fail to be fully supported by agenciEE'and \
operate on ‘a shoestring. Educatiofal packages in Spanish, using
Audio/Visual modes of communication, which teach our ,parents and
community about Child Abuse and Neglect are some ef%mples of other

Y]
approaches®, .-

Excellent Individual work in this area was. initiated bv Teresa Ramirez- '
. - Boulette, R, N., Ph.D. and Maria |. Maftinez, of Santa Barbara, California.
They taped a series called “Cinco Minutos'' designed for high risk mothers.,
) Dr.,Boulette developed a model called "Fiestas Educativas" designed
A to provide culturally relevant area speéific education to parents in
a type of health fair milieu. 'Meriendas .Educatxvas" has also provlded#

1

. »
. . ~
v
- . A
' T .

¢ w o ”,

. ~

'

.-
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. .
a forum for,mothers to come together in a supportive environment.

+YSemillas de Futuro" a film scrlpt Lagino child abuse g$ay needs <«
. only to be funded to be a valuable educational bi}ingual film.

Barbara Smart Sanchez, San Jose, Cal:fornia was &\strumental in

, - -

‘this effort. e .

z

Comﬁunity Development: The intention of community déveloprent in

Fhi!d Abuse and Neglect System is to assure that each communi‘ty
explore its own concerns of Child Abuse and Latino familiés and

. its own resources. Community based résqute networks wh:ch/encourage
’ para-professxonal or volunteer activity among commuaity memhezs_uguld

‘be one goal. The development of community links could provide additional

resources; such as, Spanish-speaking foster homes , parent education
supportive group building. ‘As well as a Forum'for’famllles to Advocate -

for the nedds of abused children and thein families (e g.,)Famillas ”
Unidas Latinas model). o ST

‘s o . J \
-5 ) .
IS A .
Parents as Resoufces: Tﬁéhfamily, the parenf;’;ust be a prnmary target
for any effortéin effectively woiking with Child Abuse and Neg?ect

in the Latino Cbmnunity. Parents find themselves raising the”famal:es
in accordance with values they received from their famnly. Yet, Latino
parents are told in many ways that those values are inappropriate and
are dlscouraged in usingthe strengths of the famal:al structure.
Familias Unidas Latinas as o6ne parent project, recognnzes the «nduv{dual

famlly value base wnthan a bicultural approach to child abuse. The
model focuses on issues which impact the fam:ly on_a broad scale both
psychologikally and culturally, The potentlal strangth of this type
of madel lies in its reinforcement of the family unif\as a primary mode
of prevention, its multiple perfpective towards family life, and in

its recognition of culture as invalpable strength.

. .
. )
f
}, \
: Le

e el -
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* SUMMARY ‘ ' .

~ ¢ "

—~

The issues and remedies proposed in this paper are seen as ébitical and as a

L]

beginning step. 'Certainly other networks, other ppproaches-and other remedies .
can enhange our Latino/Chicano communities efforts to improve the quality of

Tife for all. ; \ : . // S R
- ) PE—— g .

a
bl

S
4

K; the various problem s;étehents propose, thereoappede to be a marked
difference among the c/q'q;perts and Latino/Chicano professionals in current
theor&qicad basis for view[ng'ca/n and in the concepgyal framewoek within

. which hel%lng approaches are developed.

_ ¢ ' "
\ \ N
\There are many areas open-to dlalogue and action strategies. - : .
’ . .y . " ¢ . . - N '
/ o . N )
# . I ' - ' )
) [ .
’ [ 4 - A\ N -
’ )
. i P ? ,
& & e : ! )
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< } ‘ °
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WHEREAS over, 12 million of the nation's population are ipanish

spc;kin?—suxnamnd,_anﬂ
g <. :

WHEREAS the Spanish speaking surngmed constitute the largest y
minority group in the Southwcst' and -
i L, -

WHEREAQ)over 50Z2 of this population nre minors under the age of
nineteen (19);° aﬁs .

» WHEREAS, by all dcmograﬂhic measures,. i.e., employment, educatiom,
housing, income, unavailability of social/health/legal resources, this
population is identified as high risk for child" abuse' .and

. 4

WHEREAS there are no av ilablc statistics to support or rcfute our
contention that the effects PL93-247 are hazardous to the health and
welfare of -our Latino childréen and parents, and )

WHEREAS there has been a historical negligence and lack of
accountability in addressing the needs of the ChicanofLatino/Spanish-
speaking community in the area of child abuse and neglect and family
wclfnre, and é\

rd

: WHEREAS bilingual/bicultural ti-disciplined professionals/
paraprofessionals and laypersons afe deeply concerned with the legal
rights, personal growth, human dcvelopment and welfare of our children
and our families: Therefore be it , .

RESOLVED, That the California Latino Federation of Child Abuse and
Neglect Councila,and The National Chicano/Latino Caucus of the Fourth
National Conferénce onChild Abuse and Neglect hereby adopt the following
resolutions: .




-"

- established early to assist in planﬁng and development of the Fifth

) . . ) .
. . . » 3,
WHEREAS, although this Fourth National Conference on Child Abuse
and Neglect is held in a high density Latino populated area-and has

reflected an inéretsc in Chicano/Latino Caucus participation in planning -
and orgsnization of a National Position Paper; the overall conference

_iav, 1ement, hevertheless, is insufficient to reflect the needs of. this -
lariest growing minority graup: Therefore be it '

N . :
SOLVED, Thatta Chicano/Latino Task Force with 3 working budget be

-~

National Conference on Child Abuse jnd Neglect; and be it ‘

. - ¢ '

RESOLVED further, That dialdgue begin, to discuss. the convening of .
.a National Latino Family Welfare onference ;similar to'those held for
other racial and ethnic groups,. in preparatiow for the White House

N

be it K - .

Conference. . A
o S -
o | N
r‘ “ . A
W idren's Bureau currently allocates training monies
for graduate training in Child and F y Wwe he-Sta and
Universities; and . L . ) » .

. WHEREAS there is no state or federal accountability with’ regard to
-the state or federal planm for the use of thesg funds for the'recruitment
and training of sorely needed"bilingual-bicul:aral children and family
services workers; and , P
P . . S
EREAS service agencies in highly populated Latinq%;ommunities decry
their inability to locate .trained personnel in child and family welfare
fields: Therefore be~it : 7

"

% . : ) . . , )
RESOLVED, That the Children's Bureau initiate a mechanis ¥ avolving
extensive Chicano/Latino participation) to survey and t hold accountable

the states Departments of Social Services and the Universities, in the ,
utIliztcion and distribution of allocated monies under Title IVB Section. 452
for academic preparation of bilingual/bicultural.érofessionals to work in
the Latino Community in the area of child and family welfare. .

fo | P

-
-5

’ s :

WHEREAS the Splnish—speaking surnamed community, though noc.represented
in policy or planning, is often used by governmental and state agencies as,
a means to justify funding allocations; and -

WHEREAS, at the time of program implementation, the' services delivered’
are either’ igappropriate or culcu:aiiy irrelevant; and P -

t - o
WHEREAS . staff development, coordination, planning and implementétion ‘

of child abuse/neglect programs do not impact on the Spanish-speaking

’

community; and existing child abuse systems are non-bilingual, non=
bicultural and/or insensitive to these needs;, and ™

.

e

WHEREAS the lack of bilingual/bicultural staff impedes the effective ) ] 4 o
delivery of services and may be, in fact,sunduly harmful to the Chicano/ ‘ N
Latino family welfare and violate due process legal sanctions: Therefpre .




~ . ]

RESOLVED, That Affirmative Action be implemented in the hirisg

and pronocionﬂpf bilingual/bicultural staff in policy, planning, program
development WdH implementation levels of government; and be it ‘

\
N

1

|

RESOL ; further, Thae'a child/family welfare and protective . |

services cef@¥fication program for bilingual/bicultural paraprofessionals -
and profes féials in the area of child abuse and neglect be implemented.

, : |

|

|

|

l

|

|

|

-

(" N /
. . A

WHEREAS cul:;::§ly sensitive, bilingual, child abuse/neglect, public x
/4 education materials are non-existent for the Span;sh-speaking/biculcural : .

community; and ‘<;¥ ’
' WHEREAS there exists a‘critical lack of child abus /neglect resources
in the areas of research, training and program development with which to
demonstrate effective models to prevent and treat the problem, thereby
‘adversely affecting the Chicano/Latino population; and . o

A
,Wﬂtﬂﬁt&-moﬁias—sre—eurren%&y—beiag—a1loca:ad;by_zha_ua;iggglgcﬁn;gr . _

dn Child Abuse and Neglect for demomstration program development, various

categories of national and regional ;resource centers, and other programs;

and since the pasgs of PL93=-247, of. total monies spent (approximately

80 million) less than one percent have been designated specifically for

the Chicano/Latino -community: Therefore be it - .

RESOLVED, That the National Center on Child Abuse, and’ Neglect,
Administration for .Children, Youth and Families, Childyren's Bureau,
Department of Health, Education, and Welfare, Washington, D. C., develop
a budget fotr the appropriation of adequate funds to specifically address
‘the research, training, program development, and educational needs of the
Chicano/Latino Community in the area of child abuse and neglect. .

- s

; T

X
kY ] .
WHEREAS there is a lack of Chicano/Latino representation in policy
\,mnking levels within: a) the National Center on Child Abuse and Neglect,

b) Administration for Children, Youth.and Families, c) Children's Bureau,
d) Department of Health, Education, and ,W¢lfare, Washington, D. C.; and

WHEREAS the National Center om Child Abuse and Neglect, the .
Administration for Children, Youth and Families, Children's Bureau, and
HEW are largely ignorant of the needs of this largest growing minority

group; and

' WHEREAS there is a lack of accountability through effective policies
and planning for the more than 12 million Latinos served by the Children's
Bureau and the National Center for Child Abuse and Neglect: Therefore

" be it

4

RESOLVED, That extensive recruitment and appointment of Chicanos/
Latinos in policy making positions om all levels of government be

—

implemented and that full Chicano/Latimo participation be part of the -
" process of Affirmative Action implementation, reviewing of budget ,
appropriations and program development; and be it ,

‘23 o
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~

RESOLVED further, That a NATIONAL CHICANO/LATINO TASK FORCE be
established on the Children'sflurcau with the intent and purpose of
developing a master plan (to include the .collection and analysis of
,appropriate data, and the development of recommendations for

implemnntation) on the issues which affect the Chicano/Latino family;

that bilingual/bicultural support staff be appointeqd on this Task Force
rom all~components

with authority to acquire all relevant information
of the Children's Bureau and 'related departments.

T e———

Y —

\
’

- —
The California Latino Federation of Child Abuse and Neglect
Councils and the National Chicano/Latino Caucus of the Fourth

4

National Conference on Child Abuse and Neglect hereby approve these

resolutions with the intent of. invelving Chicano/Latimo/Mexican
Amnrican/ﬂispanic communities throughout the Southwest and the
United States in the,development of vniffed support for the
ihplcmentation of these resolutions through legislation, possible
Iegal action and appropridte action by governmental agencies.

. Dated this -10th day of October , 1979. -

a

Furthermbre, we 1na;§t that this long overdue implcmencation

" take place in consultation with our professional networks and
. within timelines approved by the California Latino Federation of

Chidd Abuse and Neglect Councils and The National Chicano/Latino
Caucus. \

BARBARA SANCHEZ SMART, rdinator

California Latino Federation .
of Child Abuse and Neglect Councils

_\@ZMM 5‘@442“ S

7/ GERALDINE ZAPATA, Coordinator
National Chicano/t/iino Caucus




