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all-encompassing role in meeting self-needs; and ?4) indiscriminately
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Many students classified as indiscriminately anti-religious believed
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-1 A remewed mterest in: tradltiona] rehgnous beliefs and values has been: evldent

1)

o’ college and umversity campuses gcross “the natnon. A recent N’at:onal on

Campus Report (1980) suggested that students on some campuses were mcreas-

ingly turning to conservative evangellcal groups, while on other campuses,

»

students werp seeking mvolvement in traditnonal relngnous orgsmzatlons. Most

such students were :reportedly seeking to- exblore their religious faith through
. £
Bible study and worship. . '

.. The present study‘ was undertaken as part of & series of studiés on the
»mle of ‘l'eligion in the life of students at a large ietropolitan university. The
"-purpose of thia study- was to assess student beliefs about the natire of God

+-.and*to. determine the way in which such beliefs were held. '
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. Student Beliefs About the Concept ot‘ God

In his. review of research on the religious\beliefs and practxees of college
students,: Parker (1971) found that beliet’s about G i-were varied, depending on
the populatnon sampled. - He reoncluded, however, that\ about half the students

studied beligved in a personal God. The. research also suggests denominational

differences, i.e., a higher percentage of Catholics bejfeved in a personal God

. than .did Jewish.students. In a.more recent study,/Hasting and Hoge (1976)

reported changes in the beliefs held by college men regarding the "nature of
the Deity." In 1974 they reported that 12% affirmed a Deity as "an infinite-

1y wise, omnipotent -Creator,” and 23% affirmed an ,;'int‘initely intelligent and

_friendly Being,", the only two options related  to a traditional concept of a
"personal God." ; | |

A study of freshtnén entering.in 1973, donducted at thé Univérsity of
Margland by Ambrose and Sedlacek (1973), found that 31% believed ih a "personal

. .
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‘ @ﬁous Orlentstlon

- God who snswm puyer." 3296 ina "Supreme lng." ll96 lu | 'mm of. life. ,
\ .
13% that thete are "Sgiritual foréss outside of man.*' and 11% thet R
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person has only his/her own ‘Tesources to tell back on." .
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The concept of religicus orisntltion conceived by Allport (1963; Allport and
Ross 1967), and developed by numerous others (Wilson; 1960; Peagin, 1964; Hood. .

" 1970, 1971; King and Hunt, 1969) was chosen. to provide a framework lor.

understanding how beliefs about Gdd were held by college students. Four |
religious orientations werq dafined as follows: () Extrinsla religious orientation
is an instrumental, utilitarian perspective in which religion is subqrdlnated to the
needs of the self; (2) intrinsic religious orlentstlon is a perspective in whleh
religious attitudes serve to undergird and determine personal behavior; (3).
indiseriminately bro-rgiggus orientation is one in which religion serves as an
all-encompassing role in meeting the needs of the ‘self without regard to

contradictions that may exist between these needs and religious precepts; and (4)
lndtscrimlnately anti-religious orientation is one in which religion ls rejected as
a way to meet t needs of self or to guide personal behavior.

' " Method . |
A questlonnsire concerning religious orientation and. concept of God ‘was

‘administered to a candom sample of 254 entertng freshmen at the Universlty of

Maryland, Colll‘c Park. Most students were 17 or 18 years of age (42% and 56%,
respectively); 19% were male 51% were fomale; 87% were white, 8% bleck. and
5% other races. Rellﬁlous prefersnces were 34% Catholic, 25% Protestsnt. 21%.
Jewish, 4% "other" snd 16% "none.® Most students (87%) prefemd the religious
tradition ln which they hld bnn reared (Knlght ‘and Sedlacek, 1981)

4

| y

- .




Au

The questionnaire included the lntrinsic-Extrmslc (i-E) scale developed by ‘Feagin to

‘ rneasure religious orientation, and students ‘were grouped into categones of religious

orientntion. usiing the median split’ method recommended by Hood (1970). Students

were also _asked to ‘indicate their eurrent religious preference, the religion in

which they were reared, and their concept of God.

v o Results
Most -students endorsed traditional concepts of God: 45% believed in a
"personal dod,r 21% believed in‘a "Supreme Being," 11% believed that a person

- has "only his/her oim résourdes to call on." 10% believed that "there are spiritual .

forces outside of-man," and 7% believed in a "spirit of life." °
Significant differences (Chi.square at .01) were ;found ‘among the four religious
orientations on the concept of God (Table 1). *Students classifted as intrinsic in
. .

religious orient'atiOn ‘were most traditional in their beliefs about God: 64%

believed in.a personal God, and 2696 believed in a Supreme Being. None of these

, intrmsie students believed that a person had only hls/her own resources to call on.

Many. students classified as indiscriminately anti-rellgious believed in a -

T

personal God or belleved in a "Supreme Being - (38% and 20%, respectively).

However, more anti-religious (22%) students than those with other orientations

‘believed that a person has only his/he own resources to call on.

While most students classified as extrinsic also affirmed traditional concepts

-of God (35% believed in a personal God, 35% believed in a Supreme Being), more

students in this category than in the others believed ihat there are spiritual

forces outside of man (19%). | o ' o S
Pro-religious students tended to be close to the mean of all the other groups, |

although they were most diserepant in their belief in a Supreme Being (33%) and

belief that a person has only one's own resources to call on (3%).
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The difference among rongou: orientatlom suuested [ relatiomhip botween

the conctpt of God held by college students lnd the way religion functioned in
thclr lives. Students lcoring high on the extrinsic scale used rellcion to provide

security, lt.tll and social opportmltlu In a limilu fashion, thelr concept of -

God reflected a need for sources of support outside themnlm. particularly those
students who believed there are "spiritual forces outside of man.” Studentl with
an intrinsie orientation not only affirmed traditional pietistic rpllglon and gave it
a superordinate role in thelr llvoa. but that pietism was reflected in their concept

of God u"pemnal" or as a "Supreme Belng"’ “The belief that a person has only .

his/her own resources to call on was partlcularly inconsistent with the primary
role that religion held for these students.

The concepts held by students classified as lndiscrlmlnately_ anti-religious
were particularly interesting. More of these students belleved that a person had
"only his/hér own resources to call on" than students in other orienm and
this was consistent with their ‘disavow of reltglom precepts. However, a majority
of thon antl-rellgloul students affirmed traditional concepts of God. Students
with an anti-religious orientation uqmed somewhat seiective rather than
indiscriminate l'n what they would take from religion. o ?

There are several ways that results '¢‘>( this study might be utilized: by
counselors and student personnel workers. First, a workshop for student nftliln,\

staff, particularly for counselors and chaplains, could be organized around the

results. The purpose of ’ho workshop would be to improve the loi')hlltlcauon of
those working with students ln utlllzing‘nllglomildata and concepts. SBeocond, the

4

Y




5,

results of this stidy could be used in planning other studies, including other
implications'.of religious oriéntation in student life, a longitudinal study of
changes in religious orie‘ntati_on and values, and an intercampus study of religious
orientation. Third, a program exploring the implications for student retention ,
a combined research and service program, éould be implemented.

These and otheg ideas are being considered to positively affect the lives of

students at the University of Maryland based on a consideration of religious

variables. - B : :
{ .
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Table 1.
RELIGIOUS ORIENTATION BY GOD CONCEPT*

Religious Orientation ‘
God Concept Pro-Religious Extrinsic Intrinsic Anti~Religious Tetal

I delieve in a ' .
personal God - 49% 35% 64% - 38% 46%
l bﬁuﬁv. m B - r " ‘ ' . .
.Supreme. Being - 33% 35% - 2% - 20% 27%
I believe a person
has only his/her
own resoiurces to . ‘ '
“call on - 3% 8% 0% 22% 1%
I believe that ,
. there are spiritual
: forces outside of B . ‘
man 8% 19% 2% = 12% 10%
I believe in a " | | '
spirit of life 8% - 3% 7% 8% 7%
A , _
100% 100% 100% 100% 100%**
*Differences significant using chi ‘square at .01 ‘ o \

¢® Columns or rows may not add to 100% due to rounding




