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PREFACE

ThJ.s study of students who transferred from Illinois" t o-year coil
Illinois senior .colleges and universities in Fall 1979 s - the third in a
series of follow-up studies-of Illinois transfer students. | Follow-up data on
individyal students are .being submitted for the flve-yea{ duration of .the
study by 42 partJ.cJ.patJ.ng senior institutions. All public community colleges
and .four private junior ~colleges in Illinois . submifited pre-transfer
‘characterlstlcs data on their students at theﬁtzegmnlng of the study.

The figst report, presentmg mobility . patterns \e!nd
‘characteristics of the Fall 1979 transfer students, was published(in February -
1982. This second report analyzes. the progress toward baccalaureate degree
‘completion by the Fall--1979 transfer students.. during the first year after
transfer, i.e.,, for Fiscal/Academic Year I¥80. Additional annual reports and
special topic reports yill be publrshed as data become available and analyses

‘\ are completed

e e -

pte e-t¥ansfer

- -The staff of the IllmOJ.s Community College Board and the members of the
Transfer Study Subcommittee thank the study coordinators at thé individual
partlcrpatmg senior colieges for their continuing cooperation 1n this .often

arduous data-collection process - g
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dan Kieffer Bragg |,
As.soclate DJ.rector for Research
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" achievement is, thus, 10,016,
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Introduction ‘ 3 ‘ ‘ AN

The 1979 Transfer Study Report 1: Mobility Patterns’ and Pre-transfer.
Characteristics revealed that 'the students identified and ‘verified as
transfers .from Illitois two-year to senior colleges in the Fall 1979 had
edarned a pre-transfer grade point average (GPA) of.2.93 and that 39 percent.
had completed an associate degree before transferring, whil¢ 61 percent
transferred witho@t having- completed. a. degree. This second report will
analyze the persistence and gchitavement of these studenfs during their first
yea1>after transfer, atademic year 1979-80. .

o 4 ' ' g
' -This J;ir/z{éyear réport and sub,sequent annual reports will compare the
persistence Jand achievement of the 1979 transfer students by three pre-
transfer degree statuses--Assofiate in Arts/Asgociate in Science (AA/AS)

- degree recipients, Associate in Applied Science AAAS) degree recipients, and

non-degree completing transfer stugents. The -assumption is that' students who
earned an AA or AS degree prior to transfer will have completed.theilower-
division baccalaureate requirements and-will be c¢lassified as juniors at most
I1ljnois senior institutions jf they continue in the same program or. "major."

The students who transferred without’ completing K an associate \degree, -
especially the 38 percent-who transferred with fewer than 30 credits, gannot
be expected to complete baccalaureate degree requirements within two years

» after transfer and, indeed, may not have completed any general ‘education

requirements befpre entry in the seniot institution. AAS degree recipients
also 'may be unique. The AAS degre® is generally considered a’ temminal or
non-transfer degree. It is.designed primarily to provide postsecondary
entry-level vocational skills. In the pursuit of.the AAS degree, however,
same  students changé their educational goals and seek admission to
baccalaureate degree pregrams. Since the. courge requirements for the ARS !
degree differ substantially from AA and AS degree requirements, the AAS “degree
transfer -students cannof -be assuned té have completed lower-division -
baccalaureate requirements even though they have compieted ary associate degree.

" The number of AAS degree recipients in’ the 1979 trensfer study is

small--722 students or 7.2 percent of the total--while AA/AS degree Tecipients
account for 31.5 percent of the total. The.May 1980 Illinois‘*Board of Higher
Education Data Book indicates that 19,628 students received associate ‘degrees

degrees. Since AAS degree recipients accounted far 52 percent of the FY 1979
associate degree recipients and only seven pércent of the Fall 1979 'transfer

~ sample, these data confirm the impression ‘that very few AAS ‘degree recipjents -,

pursue baccalaureate degrees at this time.

e

After publication of the first report, both ‘two—yeér colleges and senior , .

colleges were asked to correct discrepancies in reported.GPAs. As a result of
this ‘cofTection process, 43 students were removed from the study because they

.had not, in-fact, earned credits at,the identified sending two-year college,
- although they had been registered at one time. In addition,, one sepior

college withdrew from the study, necessitating the temoval of its students.
The number of students included in this analysis of firs(t—year persistence and

“

-

©

-«

from Illinols.institutions in FY 1979: 9,417 AA and AS degrees and 10y211 S —
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" Persistence- -

One. of the pumposes in conducting this study of Fall 1979 transfer
students was, "to detemmine the level of perfommance, persistence, and
baccalaureate degree completion of these transfer students within a period of
five years." Since only ten students completed baccalaureate degrees during

- the first year after transfer, persistence toward degree completion during
academic year 1979-88 is more realistically measured by continuing enrollment
and term cqmpletidn. Subsequent reports will analyze baccalaureate degree

completion rates.

the nymber who completed Fall 1979 and the number who completed Spring 1980.
*  Qf -those studengs who did not complete the first year aftér transfer, seven
percent withdrew during the Fall 1979 Term, eight percent did not re-enroll

for the Spring 1980 Term, gnd six percent withdrew during the Spring 1980 Term
fér an overall first-year attrition rate of 21 pergent. .

i |

~

|

|

tes. - |
Table 1 below compares the number of students beginning Fall Term 197 to :i
|

1

|

- Table 1
FIRST YEAR AETER TRANSFER PERSISTENCE BY PRE-TRANSFER DEGREE STATUS , o
. ' . T . /
- Entered Completed Completed
Pre-transfer - . Fall 1979 Fall 1979 sigpring -1980%
Pegree Status 4 Number. : Nuthber . Percent ‘Number - Percent ‘
. ’ '
AA/AS Degree 3,150 © 2,951 9 ., 2,612 83
' AAS Degree | 722 T8l 92 527 73
" N geg'ree | - 6,144 5671 92 o4 11
fotals/Averages 10,016~ — 9,285 93— 7,878 79
, *"Spring 19sEu' includes the second or spring. semester of a college on a
semester calendar, the third or spring quarter onea quarter calendar, and the
second or winter/spring trimester of ‘a trimester calendar,, .
'j - ' . o ‘ ) P )
_ As Table 1 indicates, the number of students persisting varies among the -
" three pre-transfer degree categories, with students who completed an AA or AS )
s | degree before transfer being more likely to‘ persjst than students ~ who - .

. ' transferred without an associate degree. AAS degree recipients had the
highest attrition rate of the three groups. The retention of Fall 1979
transfer students compares favorably to the retention of Fall 1967 transfer

‘ studeénts. Jhe 1967 transfer study, although including a slightly" different

} population .(see Report 1), found that 66 percent of the students who

| - transferred from private two-year colleges and 71 percent who transferred from,

L - public community colleges completed the first year after' transfer. R

‘ : . N .

|

Since persisterce .may be- influenced by, or indeed. be' a factor ;of,
. commitment to a particular field of study, Tables 2, 3, and 4 on the next
‘ . three pages show the relationship between pre-transfer and post-transfer
" programs'for students in each of the three pre-transfer degree categdries.
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- The relatlonshlp between pre- and pdit& transfer progra
. for AA/AS degree recipients,s with 58 percent continuing in the same program
I when the pre-transfer "undeclared" and "general liberal artg" categories are
omitted. The high number of students, 48 percent, whose pgeitransfer program //
was general liberal arts is reflectlve of. the number of community colleges who .
o do not specify 'maJorsﬂkfor their transfer associate degregs. t The non-degreed |
g ’f ) transfer studentS\gﬁgw a pattern simflar to, but not as strong as, the AA/AS’
degree recipients, “with 33 percent (excluding "undeclared" and "general
liberal: arts"), contlnulng enrollmgnt in-tthe’ same program. When 'the
"undeclared" and(“general liberal arts" categories are omitted, 45 percent of
the AAS .degree’, recipients appear ta transfer from technlcal programs
(5000-5500 HEGIS) to related "professional” programs. Overall, less than half
of the transfer students ;}Qﬁtlnued enrollment in the same program after

7

appears strongest

transfer .

when students in all three pre-transfer degree categories are combined,
22 percent of the 1979 .transfer students entered. progrdms in business after
~ °  transfer; 13 percent transferred into soclal and Behavigral sciences, and
12 percent 'into education. +'fhese three program categories accédunt, for nearly
half of all Fall 1979 transfer stydents. ,The post-transfer "undeclared/.
unknown" category, which aecounts for 14.8 percent of the students, includes
Fall term glthdrawals, "true" undeclared majors, and students whose program
HEGIS was erroneously reported. e ' )
e

Achievement

students was measured both/by the number of credits earned and the term and
cumulative GPA. Table 5 Xompares the meari number of credits earned prior to
transfer, the mean number of prior credits accepted by the senior
institutions, and the mean number of credits earned ih Fall.Term. 1979 and
Spring Term 1980 for students in each of the three pre-transfer degree
categories. In reporting pre-transfer credits accepted, it must be understood
that at time of transfer senior colleges accept prior credits eamed as
general credits to detemmine class standlng These credits may or may not

The first year aftej{/yransfer achievement of the Fall 1979 transfer
h

fulfill the baccalaureate requirements in the student s selected curriculum or E ]
"maJOI‘ i} /
| {
< ) LI Table 5

NEAN NUMBER OF CREDITS EARNED BY PRE-TRANSFER DEGREE STATUS
(IN SEMESTER, HOURS)

Pre-transfer
Credits Earned Pre~-transfer '
.at Two-year Credits Accepted Fall 1979 Sprlng 1980 »

. , College by_ Senior College Credits Earned Credits iarned
a Degree Status Mean Mean Mean " Mean

AA/AS Degree . 62.9 ', 61.4 2.0 °~ ° 12.7
| ARS Degree 68.6 " 56.0 101 T 10.9
t © . No Degree 383 43.2 ’ 11.4 11.8 .
?

ERIC o “
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As expected, AA/AS degree re01p1ehts were ‘able to transfer nearly all of -
their pre-transfer credits to- the senior colleges. On the average, AR/AS
degree recipients earned 1.5 more pre-transfer credits than were accepted in
transfer. They were, nonetheless, granted credit,.on the average, for the
full 60 semester credit hours generally required for AA/AS degree completion,
as recommended in the Illinois Board of Higher Education General Education

Compact of 1970. In addition, the AA/A; degree recipiénts earned sll%lé “_‘,rtlv»“"”w

more credits in both the Fall and Spring.terms after tranmsfer than did \
and non-degreed transfers. Although .AAS degree recipients, on the average,
earned 12.6 more credits than were accepted ih transfer, they were granted
credit, on the average, for all but four credJ.ts of the 60 credits normally

required for "junior" standing. - . .7

N)n-degreed transfers, on the average, were granted more credit in
transfel:. £han " they “hag “earnad, at the identified| sending two-year college.
flj:\&s suggests that the non—degrEed -fransfers attended more than one’
Institution before transferging in Fall 19797 " Ind
were reported.by the-sendi two-year colleges as having earned an average of
22 credit hours before enrolling in the two-year college. Even this, however,

"does not explain all of .the 12.8 percent differénce between pre-transfer

credits earned and accepted. It is hypothesized that, unless students plan to
complete a degree at the two-year college -- and non-degreed transfers
apparently did not plan to do so since they transferred without completlng d
degree -- students may see no need to forward transcripts of Qrevaou$ college
work to the two-year college, and, thus, the two-year college would not be
aware that a student enrolling in a gourse or two is a.transfer student rather

than a fJ.rst-tJ.me student. .

Table 6 snows the frequency by categories of pre-transfer, Fall Term 1979,
and Spring Term 1980 earned GPA for students in each of the three pre-transfer
degree categories. Table 6 illustrate$. the decline in GPA the first tem
after transfer for all three groups of students. The Fall and Spring "No GPA"-
categoxy includes the students who withdrew or did not re-enfoll. The
increase in that category and the decline in the percent of students in the
"0.01-1.99", egory in Spring Term 1980 suggests a relationship between
dropping out d low grad After an initial drop, the percentage of AA/AS
degree rec1p1ents earning post—transfer GPAs of 3. 0 or better increases from

, ™42 to 43 percent, while the percentage of AAS and non-degreed transfers

earning 3.00 or better contJ.nues to decline throughout the first year after
trahsfer. . - )

Table. 7 shows the mean GPA (pre—transfer, Fall 1979, Spring 1980, and
cumulative in Spring 1980) fot students in each .of .the three pre-transfer
degree statuses. AA/AS degree recipients had the hJ.ghest pre-transfer GPA of
the three groups and paintained the highest term and cumulative GPA throughout
the first year after transfer. The mean GPA for students in each of the three
groups declined the first term ‘after transfer compared to the mean pre-

[ 2

,,,,,,,,,,,,,,

transfer GPA. The mean Fall Term 1979 GPA of AA/AS degree recipients is 0.33 |

lower than ‘their mean pre-transfer-GPA. For ARS degree recipients, the drop
from ‘pre-transfers to end of Fall Term 1979 GPA is 0.36, and for non-degreed
transfers the-drop is 0.33. ALl three groups shoy an increase in mean Spring
Term 1980 GPA: 'AA/AS degree récipients increase by 0:15 and AAS degree
recipients and non-degreed transfers increase by 0.10.
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o - . Table 6
) ; FREQUENCY OF GPAs (IN.CATEGORIES)
I v BY PRE-TRANSPER DEGREE STATUS
Pre-transfer . - |
e, DEGEEE GPA Pre~transfer - Fall 1979 Spring 1980
" Status - Categdries = Numper Percent  Number Percent — Ndiber Percent
. ' - 1
No GPA o- o 218 7 538 -~ 17
0.01-1.99 46 1 453 14 274 9
AR/AS = 2.00-2.49 - 496 16 560 18 462 15
Recipients 2.50-2.99 80 27 617 20 520 17
3.00-3.49 1,027 33 750 24 730 23
3.50-4.00 . 721 23 552 18 626 20
Total 3,150 100 3,150 101 3,150 101
- No GPA 0 0 66 9 195 27
- K 0.01-1.99 - 10 1 114 - 16 66 9
AAS 2.00-2.49 »o 15 121 17 107 15
Reclplents 2.50-2.99 213 30 128- 18 - 92 - 13 .
3.00-3w49 237 33 166 23 164 .23
3.504.00 152 2l 27 18 - 98 i
BRI AR IR RERERARA Té‘t’.‘).”.‘””. .—-p——-—-‘ -Zzg 1;00 \\ ’ 722 101 - 722 - J:Ol \
No. GPA. ‘0 0 557 9 1,405 23
0.01-1.99 . 310 .5 1,259 20 . *856 14
No 2.00-2.49 1,419 . 23 1,257 20 1,032 17
Degree  2.50-2.99 - 1,674 27 1,019 17 ’ 952 1l - -
. 3.00-3.49 1, 617 26 1,193 19 1,099 . 18
, 3.50-4.00 1,024 . 18<e _ 89 14 800 13
el : .
‘ Total 6,144 99 ‘54144 99 6,144  9F
NGTE: Perceﬁtages may not add to 100 due to rounding. ~ _ )
" )
Table 7
MEAN GPA BY PRE-TRANSFER DEGREE STATUS
Pre-transfer ~ Fall 1979 Spring 1980 Spring 1980
Pre-transfer GPA GPA GPA *Cumulative GPA
Degree Status:  Mean S.D. Mean S.D. Mean S.D. Mean S.D.
AA/P\S Degree ¢ 3.04 0.53 2.71 .0.80 ‘ 2.86H 0.75 2.77 0.72
AKS Degree 3.03 0.5 . 2.67 0.84 2.77 0.77 2,70 0.73
2.87 0.62 2.54 0.86 2.64 0.82 2.58 0,77
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- This movement in mean GPAs. for .Fall 1979 transfer sfudents is consistent
with the findings in both the Fall 1974- and Fall 1967 transfer studied. The
Fall 1974 study fourid that the mean cumulative'GPA at the end of the first
year after transfer was 0.15 below the mean pre-tragsfer GPA, a drop from 2,80 - —]
to 2.65, but that the mean cumulative GPA at the end of] the ‘second year after 1
transfer rose again to 2.80. Although the Fall 1967)study did not report
pre-transfer GPA data, that study also reported an ingrease| in mean GPA for 1
' |

the second semester compared to the first semester after transfer.

v

The initial drop and subsequent increase in meari GPA has atwo' probable
explanations. First, students earning lower grades may discontinue enrollment
more frequently than those earning higher grades, as suggested in Table 6. .

! Second, students may experience "transfer shock" -their first tem after
transfer, but then.adjust to' the new situation by the second temm. Both
' factors appgar likely. . Persistence data _presented in the first section

\iiclearly revgals that a sizable minority of the Fall 1979 transfers withdrew,
\ were dismisse#, and/or failed to re-enroll during the’ course of the 1979-80
\academic year.. #hether earned or _anticipated low grades precipitated
withdrawal of* failure to gpe-enroll is difficult to prove. Table 8, however, = =
compares the pre-transfer and Fall 1979 mean GPAs of students who did and ¥ 4
students who did not complete the Spring Term 1980. The diff‘e}e\nce in Fall \
Term 1979 GPA for completers and non-completers gives credence to the notion
that a higher proportion of students with low grades discontinued enrollment.
. Because the pre-transfer GPA for the two groups is quite similar, the greater
- .difference between the pre-transfer and Ffall ,1979 GPAs of non-completers., . .
*(-0.52) compared~to completers” (-0.31) “suggests that for some reason the

»

- non-completers as a grolp .were more susceptible'to "transfer shock."

.
P

‘ - ~
. Table ™8 - \ > -

L 2

T QOMPARISON OF MEAN GPAs OF SPRING 1980 COMPLETERS AND NON-QOMPLETERS

Pre-trafiéfer GPA . Fall 1279 GPA Spring 1980 GPA
Mean™ S.D. Mean S.D. Mean -

Completers 2.96 0.58 2.65 '0.81 ] 2.72

Non-canpleters ' 2.83 0.62 2.31 0.95 , —
Nearly all follow-up studies of transfer students conducted by intlividual
_ states and nationwide show a decline in GPA the first term.after transfer and \
an increase in subsequent terms. Because this study is built on individual,
rather than college-aggregated data, it is possible to isolate for the first
time that the increase in GPA in ensuipg temms is not merely a result ‘of the
“ falling away of some students who earned lower grades. Future reports will
"continue to analyze this important finding. |

.
[ 3 ‘

¢ conclusions and Implications

The Fall 1979 transfer students persisted and achieved the first year
after transfer as well as or better than the students in the 1967 and 1974 ’
studies and in similar national studies. First year persistence and T
achievement of the 1979 transfer students varied by their pre-transfer degree
status. Higher percentages of AA and AS degree recipients persisted through
the first year, continued in the same field of study, and earned at least a
"C" average after transfer than did AAS and non-degree transfer students. AAS
degree recipient§ had the highest attrition rate, 27 percent, and earned the
fewest credits after transfer of the three groups. Non-degreed transfers, on
the average, earned the lowest grades both befq;e and after transfer. '

~
T
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This varfation in level of succesy, though fot  a major : problem, |
illustrates the continging dilemma for twy-year colleges: How responsible ) |
should the two-year colleges be for the syccess after transfer of students i
they have not bertified as. ready for transfey by granting an AA or AS‘degree?. |
Through progrgm admissions standards and {§raduation requirements, A two-year '
colleges exerf -greater -control .over. the preparation of students who have l
earned tranéf‘ degrees. They can mandate remediation, when necessary, and l
require generaj education courses and a minimum GPA for degree .completion. l
The same confr¢l is not exercised over students who enroll in*a course or two
without enrolling in a transfer“p;tggram. This study suggests a ‘number of l
areas for individual college self-improvement in order to amiéve an even
petter secord. ' For example, despite their stated intent, all students should
be viewed as pottential transfer students. To assist this.potential 'transfer
population, two-year colleges should re-examine th¢” availability "ffacademic .

- advising for students whp-haye not deglared an intent to transfeg. ** Students
enrolled in a course<or two part-time or in the evening to explpfe areas of
personal interest may, through'the experience, decide to trphsfer to a
baccalaureate program, and, thus, need information and guidance dbout course
selection and transferability. Although the percentage of| AAS degree

. recipients who transfer is low, counselors should be attuned tg¢: keeping the
transfer -option open as they assist AAS degree students in selegting courses.
For example, AAS degree pursuers with the .ability or an inclipation towarg
transfer should be guided into- "freshman composition" fin - lieu of
"communications® in order to facilitate transfer should the stugent,decide/to

do so. v .

Second, although AA and AS degree recipients as a grou’g were more
successful after transfer than students in the other, two categories, 'a
minority did not succeed: 14 percent earned ‘lesd than a "C" avérage the first
term after transfer, and 17 percent did mot complete the first year. Those
who did succeed experienced an average decline i'n,pPA of 0.33 the first tem
after transfer. Assuming that a GPA qﬁ?e&ﬂ-?@ required for completion of an
associate degree and also for admissidn to a senior institutions the colleges
-reporied that 46 %A/AS degree recipients and 10 AAS degree recipients earned .
pre-t2ansfer GPAs of less than 2.00, and yet all 56 were graduated ‘ from
two-yeRr colleges, and were admitted to senior imstitutions. These findings
suggest that both two-year and senior colleges should re-examine their
admissions and graduation requirements. - e R )

Fiéall‘y, the decline in GPA, from pre-transfer to Fall Temm 1979 indicates
that tfo-year colleges should examine their grading policies and practices to
prever® grade inflation and their academic advising services and publications’
in order to minimize the. "shock" that seems to occur for many ‘students the
first term after transfer. Senior imstitutions, too, -should examine their
orientation, advising, and counseling programs for transfer students to help

*~ them better adjust during the transition period. Since more than one-fifth of

the students transfer into business, articulation may need greater scrutiny.

The two-{/ear colleges in Illinois offer a variety of programs to mebt a
wide diversity of student needs and interests, ranging from the traditional
first two 'years of baccalaureate work to occupational training to general
!%tudies and remedial courses. This study confimms that the vast majority of
"Those students who complete an associate transfer degree and do trangdfer to a
senior .institution performs well the first year after transfer. Contrary to
the impression created by individwals critical ‘of the two-year college
transfer mission, “these findings indicate that transfer programs , are _
successful and strong. Earning an Associate in Arts or Sciences degree at a
two-year college first is a viable and worthwhile way to compiete .the first
two years of a baccalaureate degree. ‘

-
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