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First Year Persistence
and Achievement'

FRE-PACE

This study of students who transferred from Illinoist, o-year col eges'to
Illinois senior .colleges and universities in Fall 1979 Lsthe third in a
series of folldw-up studies'of Illinois transfer students. Follow-up data on

individyal students are ,being submitted fof the five-yda duration of . the

study by 42 participating senior institutions. A11 public immunity colleges_

and .fOur private junior* colleges in Iljinois submi ted pre-transfer
,characteristics data op theii students at the beginning of th study.

The figst report, presenting Mobility , patterns nd Rie-tlansfer

tharacteristics of the Fall 1979 transfer students, was publ Shed(in February-
19'62. This second report analyzes the progress toward bac laureate degree

'completion by the Fall--1979 transfer students_ during the first year after
trpnsfer, i.e.-, for Fiscal/Academic Year.-1980. Additional annual reports and
special topic reports will be publistied es data become available_and analyses

are completed. . .

The staff of. tOe Illinois Olmmunity College Board and the members of the
Transfer Study Subcommittee thank the study coordinators at tile indlvidual

participating senior ColigQes for their continuing cooperation in this,often
ardriouS data-collection process. 7-,

\
Ann Kieffer Bragg
Associate Director f'or Pesearch )

tS,

-
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The 1979 Transfer Study Report 1: Mobility Patterns' and Pre-transfer.

Characteristics revealed that 'the students identified and 'verified as

transfers .from Illihols two-year to senior colleges in the Fall 1979 had
edrned a pre-transfer grade point average (GRA) of.2.93 and that 39 percent,

had completed an associate degree befote transferring, while 61 percent

transferred withoft having- completed. a.. degree. This second rebort will

analyze the persfsfence and achievement .of these students during their first
yearafter transfer, abademic"year 1979-80.

/
_This fir, -year report and subsequent annual reports will com-pare the

Oersisttnc and achievement of the 1979 tnansfer students by three pre-

transfer degree statuses-,Assoeiate in Arts/As odiate in Science (AA/AS)

degree recipients, Associate in Applied Science AAS) degree recipients, ant
n6n-oegree completing transfer students. The a sumption is thatstudents who
earned an AA or AS degree prior td transfer will have .completed_the Alower-
division baccalaureate requirements and-will be dl-assified as juniors at most
Illinois senior institutionsZ they continue in the same program or."major."
The students Who transferred without completing an adsociate

espedially the 38 percent:Who t'iensferred with fewer than 30 credits, cannot
be _expected to complete baccalaureate degree requirements within two years
after transfer and, indeed, may not have completed any general education
requirements before entry in the seniot institution. AAS degree recipients

also 'may be unique. Tne AAS degr5ris generally considered a'terminal or
non-transfer degree. It is. designed primarily to provide postSecondary

' entry-level vocational skills. In the pursuit oL.the KAS degree; however,
some students change their educational goals and seek admission to

baccalaureate degree programs. Since the. courr requirements for the AAS
degree differ substantially from AA and AS degree requirements, the AAS'degree

transfer -students cannot be assumed Id have completed lower-divkbion

baccalaureate reouirements even though they have completed an...associate degree.

The number of AAS degree recipients in' the 1979 trtinsfer stuk is

smallr-722 students or 7.2 percent 6f the total--while AAAS degree recipientd1

account for 31.5 percent of the total. The.May 1980 IllinoisWaid Of Higher
Eoucation Data Book indicates that 19,628 students received associate 'degrees

-from Illinois.institutions in FY 1979: 9,417 AA and AS degrees and ,101111 AAS

degrees. Since AAS degree recipients accounted Ifdr 2 percent of the FY 1979

assbcpte degree recipients and jonly seven, percent of-the Fall 1979 transfer
sample, theSe data confirm the Impression that very few AAS degree recip4ents
pursue baccalaureate degrees' at this time.

After publication of the first report, both two-year colleges nd senior

colleges were asked to correct discrepancies in reported.GPAs. As a result of

this cofiection process, 43 students were removed from the study because they

.had not, in-fact, earned Credits at\the identified sending two-year college,

although they had been registered at one time. In addition,..\ one senior

college withdrew from the study, necessitating the removal of its students.

The number of students included in this analysis of first-year persistence and

achievement is, thus, 10,016.
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Persistence-

One, of the purposes in conducting_ this study of Fall 1979 transfer

students waS, *to determine the level Of performance, persistende, and

baccalaureate aegree carpletion of these transfer students within a period of

five years." Since only ten students completed baccalaureate degrees during

the first year after transfer, persistence toward degree completion during

academic year .19.79-8.9 is more realistically measured.by continuing enrollment

and term cappletión. Subsequent reports will analyze baccalaureate degree

completion rates.. -

Table 1 beloW compares the number of students beginning Fall Term.1979 to

the nyri2er who completed Fafl 1979 and the number who completed Spring 1980.

Qf-those tudents who did not ,complete the first 'year after transfer, seven
;percent withdrew during the Fall 1979 Term, eight percent did not re-enroll

' for the Spring 1980 Term, and six percent withdrew during the Spring 1980 Term

f6r an overall first-year attrition rate of 21 percent.

.Table 1

FIRST YEAR AFTER TRAN6'ER PERSISTENCE BY PRE-TRANSFER-JEGREE STATUS :

Entered Completed Completed

Pre-transfer Fall 1979 Fall 1979 .40Ting .1980*
c

Pegree Status Number. Witter ,Percent ,NUmber- Percent

I

AA/AS Degree 3,150 2,951 2,4 2,612 83
/

' AAS Degree 722 661 92 527 73

NO Degree .6 144
.IL67-1 22

4 739 77

Totals/Averages 10 016 9, 283 93 7-, 878 79

**Spring 1980." includes the second or spring, semester, of a college .on a

semester calendar, the thirclor sprirg quarter onge quarter calendar, and the

secand or winter/spring trimester of'a trimester calendar,o.

As Table 1 indicates, the number of stuaents Oersisting varies among the ,

three pre-transfer degiee categories, with students who completed an AA or AS.

degree before transfer.being more likely to' pers4st than Students-who

transferred without an associate degree. AAS aegree recipients had the

highest attrition rate of the three groups. The retention of Fall 1979

transfer Students compares favorably to the retention of Fall 1967 tran'sfer

students. Jhe 1967 transfer study, although including a slightly-different

population .(see Report 1), found that 66 percent of the students who

transferred from private two-year colleges and 71 percent who transferred from,

public community colleges completed the first year after"transfer.

Since persistence oey be- influenced by ,.. or indeed, be a factor :of,

commitment to a particular field of study, Tables ?, 3, and 4 on the next

three pages show the relationship between pre-transfer and post-transfer

programs for students in each of the three pre-transfer degree aategaries.

6



Table 2

WEER OFIAA/AS DEGREE TRANSFERS BY PRE- AND POST-TWANSFER PROGRAM
(IN AGCREGATED TWO-DIGIT HEGIS CODES)
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Table 3

NUMBER OF AAS DEGREE TRANSFERS BY PRE- AND POST-TRANSFERPRO/GRAM
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POST-TRANSFER ThOGRAM
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The relationship between pre- and pos \transfer progra

. fpr AA/AS degree reciplents,iwith 58 percent. continuing i
: when the pre-transfer "undeclared". and "general liberal a
omitted. The high number of students, 48 percent, whose we
wait general liberal arts is eflective of.the number of commun

Page 6

pears strongest
the same program

categoi2es,are
transfer program
'ty colleges who

do not specify 1iajors":4for their transfer associate degrees. t non-degreed

transfer studentsNshow a pattern similar to, but not as strong as, the AA/AS"

degree recipients, --"With 33 percent (excluding "undeclared" and "general

liberal artS4'), continuing enrollment in-tthe' same program. When 'ehe
"undeclared" ancigeneral,liberal arts" categories are omitted, 45 percent of
the AAS .degree:,recipients appear to. transfer from technical programs

(5000-5500'.HEGIS) to related "professionap programs..\ Overall, leSs than half
of the transfer students c,pntinued enrollment in _the same program after
transfer.

When studenes in 'all three pre-transfer degree categories are combined,
22 percen of the 1979 ,transferstudentotered_prograMs in business after
transfer; 13 percent tfansferred into social and-6etsvioral sciences, and

12 percent.into education.ylhese three program categories aCCOunt,for nearly
half of all Fall 1979 transfer students. ,The post-transfer "undeehred/
unknown" category, which accounts for 14.8 piycent of the students, includes
Fall term Aithdrawals, "true" undeclared majors, and students whose program
HEGIS was etoneously reported.

Achievement I

4

The first year after tansfer achievement of the Fall 1979 transfer
students was measured both by the number of credits' earned and the term and

cumulative GPA. Table 5 ompares the mean number of credits earned prior to
transfer, the mean number of prior creditS accepted by the senior

institutions, and the mean number of credits earned ih Fall.TermL1979 and
Spring Term 1980 for students in each of the three pre-transfer degree

categories. In reporting pre-transrer credits accepted, it must be understood
that at time Of transfer ,senior colleges accept prior credits earned as

general credits to determine class standing. These credits may or may not
fulfill the baccalaureate requirements in the student's selected curriculum or
"major." /

(

Table 5

MEAN NUMBER OF CRLITS EARNED BY PRE-TRANSFER DEGREE STATUS
(IN SEMESTER,HOURS)

Cegree Status

AA/AS Degree

AAS Degree

No Degree

Pte-transfer

Credits Earned
.at Two-year
, College

Mean

62.9'

68.6

3&3

Pre-transfer
Credits Accepted
by Senior College

Mean

61.4

56.0

43.2

Fall 1979
Credits Earned

13"

Mean

Spring 1980. ire

Credits Oarned
Mean

12.0 12.7

10.1 10.9'

11.4 11.8
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As expected, AA/AS degree recipients were able td transfer nearly all of
their pre-transfer credits to- the senior colleges. On the average, AA/AS

-. degree recipients earned 1.5 more_pre-transfer -credits than were accepted in
transfer. They were, nonetheless,' granted credit,.on the average, for the
full 60 semester credit hours generally required for AA/AS degree completion,
as recommended in the Illinois Board of Higher Education Ceneral Education
Compact of 1970. In addition, the AW1S degree recipients earned sli 1

more credits in both the Fall and Spring...terms after tranSfer than did the

and non-degreed transfers. Although ,AAS degree recipients, on the average,
earned 12.6 more credits than were accepted In transfer, they were granted
credit, on the average, for all but four credits of the 60 credits normally
required for "junior" standing.

Non-degreed transfers on the average, were granted 'more credit In

\ transfe,-tha'N'Etierriatemect at the identified\ sending two-year college.
;(111.i.s'' suggests that the .non-'d................. attended more than one'

--

-Institution before transfer;ing in Fall 191"T: .. l'ind

were reported,by the-sendinNwo-year,colleges as having earned an average.of
22 credit hours before enrolling in the twat-year college; Even this, however,

does not explairT-011- of.the 12.8- percent difference _between pre-transfer

credits earned and accepted. It is hypothesized that, 'unless students plan to (

complete a degrale at the two-year college -- and non-degreed transfers ,

apparerttly did not plan to do so since they transferred without coMpleting'd
degree 7 students may see no need to forward transcripts of,RtevioUS college
work to the two-year college, and, thus, the two-Year college would not be
aware, that a student enrolling in a course or two is a.transfer student rather
than a first-time student% ,

..

Table 6 shows the frequency by categories of pre-transfer, Fall Term 1979,
and Spring Term 1980 earned GPA for students in each of the three pre-transfer

degree categories. Table 6 illustratet. the decline in GPA the first term
after transfer for all three groups of students. The Fall and Spring "Nb GPA"-

category includes the students who withdrew or Old not re-entoll. The

increase in that category and the decline in the percent of students in the
"0.01-1.99", calOgory in Spring Term 1980 suggests a relationship between

dropping out and low grades. After an initia,1 drop, the percentage of AA/AS
degree recipients eprningipost-transfer.GPAs of 3.00 or better increases from

-1,.42 to 43 percent, while the percentage of AAS and non-degreed transfers,

earning 3.00 or better continues to decline throughout the first year after
tr4sfer. t

Table. 7 shows the mean .CPA (pre-transfer,. Fall 1979, Spring 1980, and
cumulAive in Spring 1980) fot students in each.of .the three ,ate-transfer

degree'statuses. AA/AS degree recipients had the highest pre-transfer GPA_of
the three groups and Taintained the highest term and cumulative GPA throughout
the first year after transfer. The mean GPA for students in each of the three
groups declined the first term 'after transfer compared to the mean pre-

transfer WA. The mean F,all Term 1979 GPA of AA/AS degree recipients is 0.33
lower than their,mean pre-transferGPA. For OS degree recipients, the drop
from 'pre-transfer.to end of Fall Term 1979 GPA is 0.36, and for non-degreed
transfers the-drop is 0.33. All three groups shop an increase in mean Spring
Term 1980 GPA: 'AA/AS degree recipienta increase by 0.15 and AAS degree
recipients and non-degreed.transfers increase by 0.10.
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Table 6

pe'-transfer
ee GPA

St 0 Categdries

FREQUENCY OF GPAs (IN.CATEGDRIES)
BY PRE4RANSPER DEGREE STATUS

Pre-transfer Fall 1979 Spring 1980
Nimber Percent !timber Percent Ninifer Percent

'No GPA 0 - 0 .1

218 7 538 17

0.01-1.99 46 1 453 14 274 9

AWAS 2.00-2.49 496 16 560 18 462 15

Recipients 2.50-2.99 860 27 617 20 520 17

3.00-3.49 1,027 750 24 730 23
3.50-4.00 721 23 552 18 626 20

Total ,150 100 3,150 101 3,150 101

No GPA `*() 0 66 9 195 27
0.01-1.99 10 1 114 16 66 9

A:AS 2.00-2.49 Yip 15 , 121 17 107 15

Recipients 2.50-2.99 213 30 128 18 92 13

3.00-3419 237 33 166 23 164 23
3.50-4.00 152 21 12 7 18 98 :Xi_

,,,,Te6s
,11:1Cf.

722 101 - 7,22... 101 \.72Z

0 No. GPA. ' 0 0 557 9 1,405 23

0.01-1.99 10 5 1,259 20 1856 14

No 2.00-2.49 1,419 - 23 1,257 20 1,032 17

Cegree 2.50-2.99 - 1,674 27 1,019 17 952 14

3.00-3.49 1X7 26 1,193 19 1,099 . 18

3.50-4.00 1,124 18 N... 859 14 800 13

Total 6,144 99 64144 99 6,144 -99
1

_ _

NGTE: Percentages may not add to 3.00 due to rounding.

Table 7

tEAN GPA BY PRE-TRANSFER DEGREE STATUS

Pre7transter Fall 1979
.-

Spring 1980 Spring 1980
Pre-transfer GPA GPA GPA 'Cumulative GPA
Degree Status Mean S.D. Mean S.D. Mean S.D. Mean S.D.

AA/AS Degree 3.04 0.53 2.71 P0.80 2.86 0.75 2.77 0.72

APS Degree 3.03 '0.51 . 2.67 0.84 2.77 0.77 '2.70 0.73

No Degree 2..87 0.62 2.54 0.86 2.64 0.82 2.58 0,77
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This movement in mean CPAs, for 1979 transfer qudents is consistent

with the findings in bath the Fair 1974-and Fail 19,67 transfer'studiet. The

Fall 1974 study foudd that the 'mean cumulatiVe'GPA at the end of the first

year after transfer was 0.15 beloy the mean pre-trauferGPA, a drop from

to 2,65, but that the mean cumulative GPA at the end the'second year after

transfer rose again to 2.80. Although the Fall 1967 study did not repOrt

pre-transfer GPA data, that study also reported an increaseiin mean GPA for

the second semester compared.to the fisst semester afteetransfer.

The initial drop and subsequent increase in mead dPA.has two probable

explanations. First, students earning latter grades may discontinue enrollment

more frequently than those earning higher,grades, as suggested in Table 6.

Second, students may experience "transfer shock" --tkiejat first term after

transfer, but therl.,adjust to' the new situation by the second term. Both

factors appear likely. Persistence data,_presented in the first sectipn

iclearly revAals that a sizable minority of the Fall 1979 transfers withdrew,

, were dismissed:, and/or failed to re-enroll during the' cdurse of the 1979-80

,academic jeihether earned or anticipated low grades precipitated

withdrawal oil' failure to rp.-enroll is difficult to prove. Table 8, nowevert

compares the pre-transfer and Fall 1979 mean GPAs of students who did and

students who did not complete the Spring Term 1980. The difference in Fall

Term 1979 GPA for completers 8nd non-completers gives credence to the notion

that a higher proportion of students with low grades discontinued enrollment.

Because the pre-transfer GPA for the two groups is quite similar, the greater

,difference between the pre-transfer and Fall ,1979 GPAs of non-completers,

-(-0.52) cornparecrto carpletersv(-0.31) 'suggests that for some reason the

non-completers as a group,were more susceptibleto "transfer shock."

Table48

dOmPARISON OF MEAN GPAs OF SPRING 1980 COPPLETERS AND NON-ODNPLETERS

Pre-trOglierdPA Fall 1979 G6
Mean S.D. Mean S.D.

Spring 1980 dPA
Mean

Completers 2.96 0.58 2.65 40.81 2.72

Non-campleters 2.83 0.62 2.31 0.95

Nearly ail follow-up studies of transfer stugentS conducted 1;y individual

states and nationwide show a decline in GPA the first term.after transfer and

an increase in subsequent terms. Because thia study is buiit on individual,

rather than college-aggregated data, it is-possible to isolate for the first

time that the increase in GPA in ensuing terms is not merely a result'of the

' falling away of some students who earned lower grades. Future reports will

continue to analyze this Important finding.

Conclusions and Implications

The Fall 1979 transfer students persisted'and achieved the 'first year-

after transfer as well as or better than the students in the 1967 and 1974

studies and in similar national studies. First year persistence and

achievement of the 1979 transfer students varied by their pre-transfer degree

status. Higher percentages of AA and AS degree recipients persisted through
the first year, continued in the same field of study, and earned at least a

average after transfer than did AAS and non-degree transfer students. AAS

degree recipients had the highest attrition rate, 27 percent, and earned the

fewest credits after transfer of the three groups. Non-degreed transfers, on

the average, earned the lowest grades both before and after transfer.
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This var ation in level of succes, though 6Ot, a major: problem,

illustrates . e continding dilemma fcir tw -year colleges: Hbw responsible
should the tv4year colleges be Toi the s ccess after transfer of students
they have not bertified as.ready fox transfe by granting an AA or AStegree?
Through progr m admissions )standards and raduation requirements, tWo-year

colleges exer 7greater-control ,Rver. the preparation of students who have

earned tranSt degrees. They can mandate remediation, when necessary, and

require genera education courses and a minimum GPA for degree ,completion.
The same contr 1 is not exercised.cover Itudents who enroll in'a course or two

without enroll ng in a transfer-program. This study suggests airnumber of
areaS for ind vidual college self-improvement in order to achieve an even
oetter4ecbrd. For example, despite tteir stated intent, all student's should

be viewed as pbtential transfer studenfs. To assist this.potential,transfer
population, two-year colleges should re-examine theavailability;Wacademic
advising for students who-haye not declared an intent to transf' "Students
enrolled in a course...or two part-time or in the evening to exple ,areas of

personal interest may, through *the experience, decide to tr .sfer to a
baccalaureate program, and, thus, need information and guidance ibout course

selection and transferability. Although the percentage of AAS degree

.
recipients who transfer iS low, counselors should be attuned t :keeping the

transfer,option open,as they assist AAS degree students in sele png courses.
For example, AAS degree pursuers with dhe,ability or an incl ,ation toward

transfer should be guided into, "freshman composition" .Th lieu of

"communications" in order to facilitate transfer should the stu ent,decide to

do so.
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Second, although AA and AS degree recipients as a group were' more

successful after transfer than students in the other, two categories, 'a

minority did not succeed: 14 percent earned*les than a "C" average the firSt

term after transfer, and 17 percent did Rot complete the first year. Those

who did succeed evierienced an average OcUne im,GPA of 0.33 the first term

after transfer. Assuming that a GPA oft2tOn retfuired for completion of an
associate degree,and also for admissidh to a senior institution; the colleges

repoqed that 46)4A/A3 degree recipients and .10 AAS degree recipients earned

pre-t ansfer GPAs of less than 2.00, and yet all 56 were graduated from

two-y r colleges,and were admitted to senior institutions. These findings

sugges that both two-year and senior colleges should re-examine their

admiss ons and graduation requirements.
Nti07.

iialry, the decline in GPA,from pre-transfer to Fall Term 1979 indicates
that tio-year colleges should examine their grading policies and practiges to

prevertcgrade inflstion and their academic advising services and publications'

in order to minimize the. "shock" dlat seems to occur for many Students the

first term after transfer. Senior institutions, too, hould examine their
orientation, advising, and counseling programs for transfer students to help

them'better adjust during the transition period. Since more than one-fifth of

the students,transfer into business, articulation may need greater scrutiny.

The two-j ear colleges in Illinois offer a variety of programs to mebt a

wide diversity of student needs and interests, ranging from the traditional

first two years of baccalaureate work to occupational trainihg to general

tudies and remedial courses. This study confirms that the vast majority of

hose students who cbmplete an associate transfer degree and do tranifer to a

senior,institution performs well the first year after transfer. Contrary to

the impressioa created by individuals critical 'of the two-year college

transfer mission, 'these findings indicate that transfer programs are

successful and strong. Earning an ASSociate in Arts or Sciences degree at a

two-year college first is a viable and worthwhile way to complete .the first

two years of a baccalaureate degree.,
7 OCT 8 1982 ERIC. Clearin house for .1

AM.


