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ABSTRACT X .

. . Information concerning the enrollment of black
students in graduate and professional educational progfams is
‘presented. The data indicate that 1976-1977 was the turning point for

- black graduate partxcxpatxon in that actual enrollment and/

proportional representat has receded from those heights in
subsequent yelars. Enrollment trends include the following: black
graduate enrollmenf.fell to 60,059 in fall 1980, an 8 percent drop
from the peak of 1976-1977, whxle total graduate enrollment rebounded
from a slight 1978 drop and surpa#sed 1,100,000; the decline in total
black graduate’ enrollment in fall 1980 was preC1p1tated by losses in
part-time, fither than full-time students; in 1976-1977 black

“sgudents made up 6.0 percent of total graduate enrollment, 5.1

percenf'of full-time graduate enrollment, and 6.6 percent of
part-time graduate enrollment, while in fall 1980, these proportxons
were 5.5 percent, 5.0 percent, and 5.8 percent, respectxvely, in 1978
there was a 5 percent decline in first-year graduate enrollment and
about a2 10 percent drop in black first-year graduate students from

"1976; one p0581b1e cause for the drop in first- year graduate

enrollment is evident in a -corresponding increase in professional
enrollment; despite numerical growth, black first-professional
students comptmsed only 4.6 percent of the 1980 total, compared to
4.5 percent both in 1976 and 1978; black graduate and professional
students still rely disproportionately on historically black college

. (HBC) programs for access to advanced educational opportunity; almost

" 18 percent of HBC graduate enrollment was white and over 11 percent
was international students; fall 1980 data reveal that black graduate
students are still m:nxmally represented in sciences and engineering.
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- DID YOU KNOW 7

ABOUT BLACK GRADUATE AND PROFESSIONAL ENROLLMENT
. g8‘MARCH, 1982

The Connuttee'< report, A Losing Battle: The Decline in-Black Participation in Graduate and
Professional Educatiop, documented the deteriorating situation involving Biack students in
advanced education. The statistica) .data presented in the report indicated that 1976-77
stands as the turning pofnt for Black graduate participation in that actual enrollment and
proportional representation has receded from those heights in subsequen& years. It is
apparent that the impetus for increased access and Tetention in graduate “and professtonal
schoots had been sperit by the mid-70's. The Committee's Fact Sheet #5 updated degree data for
1979 to show that the number of master's, doctorates, and First-profe$sional degrees earned
by Blacks exhibited no appreciable growth, and even further reduction in some areas, from
previously documented levels. , . ’ X ‘r~
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Data just obtained from the Education Department's Office for Tival R1ghts'nevea1 that Fall
1980 marked -another setback in the *quest for equity in graduate educdtion. The number of
Black graduate ‘students fell another notch below that of the peak 1976-77 year and now
registerg only 5.5 percent of all graduate student® <in the United States, Historically Black
colleges (HBC's) continue to accoun® for far more Black gratuate and professional students
thag one would expect from their number. Furthermore, OCR enrollment data for Fall 1978 and -
Fall 1980 also substantiate recent public congern about the state of imminent crisis 1n
Amer1cau graduate education. Unfortunately, with the curious decision to alter the 1980
GIS survey form to register "first- tine" rather than "first- -year" graduate students, with
no compan1on provision reflecting the data's historical significance,” trends analyss on the
ftow of new students into the graduate pipeline is no longer possible. However, even in 1972
total first-year graduate enrollment fell by 5 percest and ‘the number of Black first- year
graduate students dropped twice as much, almost 10 percent. 1In 1980, the proportion of Black
first-time graduate students wds no higher than that of Black graduate students as a whole,
« surely no sign of progress. 'As many educational spokespersons have predicted, talented
students of all races now opt for professional school or efect to forego further study
altogether for lucrative post-baccalaureate career opportunities.

N

The data for the following findings are provided 1n the accohpanying tables:

Black graduate enrdliment fell to 60,059 in Fall 1980, an 8 percent
drop from the peak of 1976-77; total gradquz enro]]ment however . . -
rebounded from,a slight 1978 drop and surpassed 1,100, OOG . '

qe

. the decline in total Black graduate enrol in Fall 1980 was
precipitated by losses 1n part-time, rather\ than full-time,

v students; since 1976, Blhck part-time graduate enrdllment has fallen. ,
- over 12 percent while full-time enrollment’ has remained almest ‘ ’
stabl?
N . v -
. n 1978-7%; Black students made up 6.0 percent of total -graduate
enrnllment 5.1 percent of full-time graduyate en.rcﬂment, and, 6.6 w2t
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percert of part-time graduate enrollment; in Fall 1980, these
proportions were 5.5 percent, 5.0 percent, and 5.8 percent,
reSpec\ively;' ’ : . .

first-year grﬂ%uate ef®olIment for Fall 1978 underscores the crisis
facing. graduate education; in 1978, there were oyer 32,000 fewér ,
first-year graduate students, -a 5 percent decline, and almost 4,000
fewer Black first-year graduate students than in 1976, about a 10
percent drc. ; .

‘despite the change in the HEGIS survey which precludes further study
of historical changes in first-year graduate enrollment, the
composfition of the 1980 entering class 1s evidence of further erosion
in Black access to advanced education: in Fal) 1976 and Fall 1978,
the proportion of Black students in the total first-year class was
higher than thatnof Blacks in total graduate enrollment; however, in
Fall 1980, the proportion of Black students amowyg all first-time
graduate students was exactly the same as that for tota) graduate

enrollment; . .

one possible cause for the drop in f1rstlyear graduate enrollment 1s
evident in the corresponding increase in professional enrollment;
total first-professional enrollment surpassed 278,000 tn Fall 1980,
13 percent higher than in 1976 and Black first-professional
enrollment yeached 12,800, a‘14.5 percent growth rate; '

despite numerical growth, however, Black first-professional students
comprised only 4.6 percent of the 1980 total,, compared to 4.5 percent ”
both in 1976 and 1978; , .

Black graduate and professional students stil) rely
disproportionately on HBC programs for access to advanced
educational opportunity; in 1980, almost 19 percent of all Black
graduate.students were enrolled in 34 HBC graduate schools and over

2 percent of all Black first-professional students in 1] HBC
professional schools; '

Black Americans were not the only students to choose HBC's for
graduate and professional education; almost 18 percent of |HBC
graduate enrollment was white and over 1) percent was internatio al;
in fact, almost 32 percent of HBC graduate énrollment and over 22
percent of HBC' first-profesSional enrollment was comprised of

. Students other than the commonly perceived tradit102>1 population
(Black) at HBC's; - 2

in the States where the HBC's aré located, ‘these institutions
accounted for 5 pdrcent of the 335,000 graduate students and over 6
percent of the 60,000 first-professional students;

in Mississippy, 17 percent of all graduate students, as well as 58
percent of all Black graduate students, attended the 3 HBC'S with
graduate programs; in Tennessee, aqver 10 percent of all first-
professional Students, as well as 68 percent of all Black firs:-
professional students, attended Meharry Medica) Cpllege; n
Washington D.C., almost 13 percent of all graduate ‘and first-
professional students rombined, as.well ac &5 parcent of Black
graduate apd first-professiomal students combined, attended Howard
- University; .

the pivotal role ‘played by HBC's 1n’Black graduate and professional
education is also revealed by proportiona) represensation in non-HBC
institution ; Jn contraststo national totals; B]%f* students made up
only 4.5 percent®of enrollment 1n non-HBC gradua e programs and 2.¢

percent in non-HBC first-professional pr.grams in Fall 198y;

in States where -HBC's are'located, the Black proportion of, graduate
enrollment 4n all ins§itutions yas 8.9 percent, but in” non-HBC
institutions it was only 5.8 percent; similarly, Black students made
up 8.2 percent of all professional enrollment in HBC States, but only
3.6 percent in non-HBC professional schools;

- v L




Fall 1980 data reveal that Black graduate stugdents are stil)
minimally represented in sciences and engineering; while- Black
students made up 5.5 percent of total graduate enrollment, they
comprised 1.6 percent of graduate-enrolliment in agriculture, 2.9
percent in biological sciegces, 1.5 percent in engineering, and-1.9
percent .in physical sciences; furthermore, the proportions in all
the above fields were even lower for -full-time students;

for comparvson only, Black Americans, who made up approximatély twos
thirds of the total U.S. minority population in 1980, comprised 30
percent of minority ‘graduate enrollment: 1n agriculture, 34 percent
in brological sciences, 17 percent in engineering, and 29 percent 1n
physical sciences; P .

AN

for comparison only, among full-time graduate students, there were
16 times more non-resident aliens in agriculture than Black
Americans, 3% times more non-resident aliens 1n biological ciences,
35 times more non-resident aliens 1 engineering, and 12 times more
non-resident aliens in physical sciences in Fall 1980.
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Year and Bnrollment e _Tatal U Kl B PoPlrcent ot bBlsox Ferient of Black
Status ' Nudibe 1 ot ont 1 Neoabo I Poroent Poroont | Enrullment taroligent in
T S o thange R Y thaoge PBlack ot Jerad g in Hat's HB( "5 fn HBC Statés
- - - i . 7 ! 3 4 5 = 3/1 T
3 -
- a ¢ ] \
+ ' | - A
4 FALL 1976 o -
- .
. .
3\ (brom 1974) | (rrom 1976 X . -
" 4 , . . )
uraduate , 1,086, 136 17 by, 371 oS b U 19 4 19 7
. - Full-Time 431,180 8 22,084 "4 51 :
Parr-31tme 655,154 E 43,287 0.8 b 6 . .
.
. .
- First Year . 649,865 . ~ NA 41,498 NA 64 oy o i8.2
, .
B .
First - Protessional 24y, 742 BS 11,181 -5 4 s S U 611
Full-Time 221,405 R 16 0 10,029 . . 45 '
Part-Time - 24,337 -3l 6 1,152 -53 6 4 7 .
* - ‘ - ° N .
. . . [ x = -
FALL 1978 R 3 -
. (From 19786) (From 1976)
Lraduate 1,076,980 -0 9 61,923 -5.3 5 7 e 36.1
Full-Time - 426,442 -i.1 20,989 - -5.0 4 N
Part-Time 650,488 -0.7 40,9 34 -5.4 N 6.3, - .
ax L - 1 v *
- \ , A
- First, Year . 617,654 =50 37,949 -5.5 6.1 ‘ NA T . NA
B h
i ¢
First - Professional 256,391 4 4 H.«.’é\ 22 404 22.2 6l 3 -
_Eull-Time . 232,66/ 5.4 10, 260, 2.3 44
Part-Time 23,924 -1 e 1,164 1.0 49 . /
. . . . \ .
, . FALL 1980 .
. N . -
* . oy (From }978) (trom 1978) . :
~ . * . *
(‘\raduate . 1,1n0,621 A} $2 60,059 -5 0 > 5 18 8 , 8.0
Full-Time 444,195 4 2 22,14 5.5 50
) Part-Time h56,426 09 37,816 -7 4 5.8 . '
i * - A \‘\ [y
~ First-Time _l/ . . . 425,607 NA 23,319 NA 59 NA - fA
-
First - Professional 278,443 , 85 2,802 121 “. b 22,5 98 4
Full-Time 251,895 B 8.4 11,488 * i o 4.6
. U Part-Time . 26,550 1o 1,34 12 9 r .9
P
* .
’ - v "
A . a IR S .
- Source - Commfttee staff analysis, iD/0CK, unpublished data, Fall YRG0, nd "."‘_“.iﬁ"'_"‘_'lﬂ“* dnFnllment Dty toom st itat fous "'MML‘"' -
- Fall, 1974, ED/NACBHEBLU, A tusing Battle  The Decliw in Black Particlpatlon tn GLraduate and Protossional Fdugation, Table 10 . . hd
o ' T . T
Qo Note - woig no: fnclude unclassified students . K
E lC 1/ = Beginning in Fall 1980, the fiwis survey torm wae thanged by SCR/NCES o roglster 1irst -t ime Braduste studeats, rather nun\‘ﬁrm-!eu, iraduate
) . students. Tl:us. trends analysls 18 no longer possible. \ . ' .
- - ban 01 M
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N To oon ! whing Hbo s % Py obe b FALL 1YHO
Enrol lment Status T . All In.titutims :
and State N l N HEYEE thoe s shack Vot
) L owms L*A_ . el
) 1 ' [ .
|
Graduate v 1A ; -
- i ! '
Total, U & { 1,100,621 b, 19 v 16,52
HBL States & U C H 135,715 29, 74 89 1h, 5o
Alabama ' 3 14,285 1,59 1y \ 1,179
DC 1 20,59 PR R Y | I 2, 82
Florida . 1 264415 1,820 ; h 9 i RN
Georgia*® 3 , 22,193 1,071 s 1,494
Kentucky i 15,215 529 3 s 140
Louisiana ! ‘ 17,401 1,707 15 6 1,15
Marvland “ 21,318 7,010 9 4 , 265
Mississippl i 8,236 2,053 24 9 1, 389
North Carciina , 3 18,644 1,887 101 o b, 174 -
Pennsylvanta 2t 95,469 2,291 4.1 . 405
South Carolina 1 9,202 1,069 116 510
Tennessee 5 l&,}é? *1,242 . 85 . 790
Texas 2 69,808 4,333 6.2 b 35,172
- Virginia 4 22,409 1.949. 8 7 1,024
.
. - .
First - Professdonal ' "~ 8% q . o r '
Total, U S. 178,663 12802 46 - S RCL B
Ll » -
HBC States & D C. .« * 60,211 4.942 8.2, N ), 0499
Alsbama . 3 3,548 310 B 518
nCu 1 9,605 1,659 17.7 1,493
Florida * =~ R T 5,717 168 . 2.9 16
teorgia 2 6,313 481 7.6 ¢ 328
Louisiand 1 4,206 280 6.7 ¢,
North Carolina ! 1 5,571 ‘453 8.1 28
Tennessee , v 1 7,069 942 13.3 716
Texas .1 18,228 649 3.6 j 3 346
5 " 1 T
R N %
Source Cu\n‘ittee staff analyais, FD/OCR, unpublished data, Fall 1980, ,
. ' ' . R . e a
Note ~ Does not include unclaastfied students. By N N
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Field of Study -

and
Borollment Stgtys = | l'otal

Graduate, Total

Agriculture & Natural Res
Full-Time ..
Part-Time

Architecture & Design
Full-Time
Part-Time

8iological Sciences
Full-Time
Parft-Time

Business & Managemént
Full-Time
Part-Time,

Engineering
Full-Time
Part-Time

Phvsical Sciences
Full-Time
Part-Time

All Others
Full-Time
Part-Time

Flrst-ﬂ(ofes<iohal, Total

Dentistry
Full-Time
Part-Time

Medicine
Full-Time
Part-Time

Veterinary Medicine
Full-Time

¢, Part-Time

Law

< Ftull-Time
Part .ime

All Othurs

FullaTi1me
‘Part—Tlme

1,100,621

16,516
1, 10s
5, 3L
9,479
7,778
1,701
18,810
25,053
13,757
190,473
63,320
129,153

w2,009
34,138
47,871
15,944
25,54
10,401
745,31
277,081
468,222

298,464 3

12,860
22,744
116
71,140
79,574
SH

B,NK9
8,013
56
119,6h 3
01,6725

17,98
44,57
w1,

7,109

[ R

s

J mber
hi) 1159

Ry
170
102

406
541
682
Al
217
49,151
17,230
11,921

12,802

1,012
946
26
3,900
1,872
28

173
168

b}

Y, 080
4, /84
946
1,940
1,619
3l

[NNIIN to

RN e AN

Popeom

b fotoud

.
fell il B

o Pe -
= e

- e -

T:c\cn)(

>

PP e — — = — -
x . T

>

Source - f{(ommittee staff andlysis, 1D/oci, unpublished data, Fall, 1930

i

Note

Does not

fnclude unelrasrtied

wndents

il CNCIEED

White

_Nanibot
K9/ ,06 3"

1,094
1,934
L]
7,139
L H30
1,309
[ ]
0,652

11,667

164 122

48,715

115,407

18,1375
17.47)
20,902
27,331
18,952

4,179
fhl95.h37

1IA?T77

401,260
216,905

, 19,685
19,594
87
~1,194
60,707
* 486

7,700
7,649
51
107,124
9,940
ih 184
H, 000
AN
7,07

.

t

PROCHEMENT L b P HEED Ok by
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paty I

Peroent.

[

Total

LY

DT

[RUT B I P A

Other Minority
Perornl

RITERIT

LI SEV-N o
WL N E - Tt~ PTXENDT T

RV

~ N~ uT Y
T ie e X o~ &

L AR = R )
XX N —

of fotal
—

~

___Na-Resident Aliens
Perownt
Sumber __of Total

H9,9-9

5,518
2,618
- 815
1,435
1,224

3,185
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. VABIE b TOLAL GRALUALE AND FIKST - PROFESSTONAL ENKOLIMESL DN HBC'S,
N BY RACIAL/EIHNIL GROUP AND U5 CLILZENSHIF SIATUS  FALL, 1950 v
v 8 < N - «
. P .
e - - _ L 4 A S
+ * 4
. - - Historically Black Colleges Graduate (34 lnstitutions) ) . | 1r:=t-Profg§$.aul (1} Institutions),
B
lotal  Black & _white wibbrley  Moaf YRt Gocal Black . White wEEBELey ROMatisa
v ~ ‘ . R j [
, Total, All HBC'S 16,542 rl, 300 2,958 389 1,895 3,649 j.sm 503 135 . 178
R . . )
Alabama A&M 845 256 3Zb 92 e 121 ¢ [
¢ Alabama State . 269 262 4 1 .2 . i}
. . Alcorp State . 157 156 N 1 Y 0 « .
\ Atlanta University 1,37} . 1,265 28 7 7
Bowie State : 645 234 . 182 B e a -
: h Cheyney State 146 .78 59, . 1 6 £ A
Coppin S:ate 168 133 ¢ 22 . 4 -« 9
= Fayetteville State 145 - 51 92 \ 2 0
Fisk R 1 29 3 . 0 } :
Florida ASM s 112 81 29 3t 0 N 16 14 2 Q [}
- * - + v i
Fort Valley State A 63 12 o o, ! S
g Grambling . 175 1/0 3 ¥ 1
4 Hampton lnstitute 160 128 . L. :‘b S 1 N R
Howard §82 1,346 82 66 * 888 1,493 1,157 182 54 100
o Inter. Theol. Center - - S B - o, w0 0 n-
Jackson State 1,081 895 83 2 77
Kentucky State | 140 ! 89 2 ’ 15 :
Lincoln (PA) . 261 A 173 72 16 0
Meharry Madical Colle, 48 36 . 1 1 10 ‘736 641 . Sl 19 5 r
Miles - & - ! - - - - ‘78 73 5 0 0
, ' ¢
Misaissippl Valley State 151 y 143 8 0 - 0
Morehouse - - - - - - 55 42, 8 4 -1
. Morgan State 409 ' 160" . 80 3 66 .
Norfolk State 367 243 110 2 12
North Carolina A&T 506 - 328 146 0’ 32
. 14
. * - ! . » T ) -
North Carolina Central . 674 506 \145 '8 la 2 bl 102 3 2
Prairf. View A&M 1,997 1,557 2 Lo S ’
! Savannah State 48 94 il 37 ¥ 0} -
lma University - - - - - 25 25 0 0 U
South Carolina\ Stdte - 910 - 435 75 ¥ 0 . ¢
Southern - Baton Rouge Bl 1. 19 (I 1y 224 3147 63 v, 3
YTennessee State 109 'h2 LR 2 62 -
Texas Southern 1,175 6090 $1 10 444 0 Jat 274 T 100 - 13
Tuskegee lnstitute ¢ Ju5 849 0 " 7y A Y 127 ‘bf v 1 11
University of MD - Eastern Shore 44 18 2% 0 0 .
N t . Virginia state 410 292 . e S i ’
\) § " Virginia #inion LY B 4 0 ¥}
’ 'EMC s Xavier (1A) - les 121 a3 0 ] . . . ) .
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