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The Educational and Occupahonal Asplrahons
.of Loujsiana Rural High School Seniors:
A Compam{hve Study

~

€

GEORGE W. OHLENDORF AND DONNA M. RAFFERTY!

Iﬁtroduction .

During the past two deuddeb several studies ha»q been conducted on the
educational and vceupational aspirations of rural youth. Thns research was’

_ stumulated by the contention that rural youth had lower asplratlons than
_urban’youth and, consequently._ could not compete effentwely for.jobs in
the urban labor market (Lipset, 1955, Sewell and Orenstem 1963).

Studies of asplratlons conducted in yarious places tpa\«e produced find-,
ings indiating that rugal youth generally had lower aspirations than urban °
youth. These findings suggested that research Was negded on the.consis-
tency of aspirations among rural youth throughout'the l?mted Statf;s and ofi.
“the stability, of asplratlons .of youth over time. It"is’ not clear wphethet
aspirations oj\'y outh are affected by the socialization px‘oce'ssés “thel & ex‘pen—
£nce. - .

'I:hc-\general objeume of this study Was {o’compare the edlfcatlonal and «
o«.uupatlonal aspirations of two cohorts (age groups) of‘Louisiana ryral
‘high school seniors—the classes of 1968 and 1972—and to compare the
1972 Lounsiand cohort with a regional and national counterpart The first
specific aim was-to ascertain whether the. asplrz{tlons of seniors from ,
Louisiana rural hlgh schools in 1968 differed slgmﬁuantly from the aspira-

~ tions of seniors in the same or similar schools in 1972."The second specific ™
goal of the study included two parts. first, to tompare the aspirations of the
1972 Louisiana rural students with a sample of students from the Southern
states, and second, to compare Louisiana students with a national sample i in
terms of their educational and occupatlonal agpirations.

The research conducted was unique in that it involved comparisons
between state, regional, and national sample populations during the same
year. It also provided the opportunity to determine whether the aspirations
of rural youth from the same area remained stable over time. The data
collected were from both black and wblte respondents apd from respon-
dents of both sexes, ',

- .

e

‘Assmam Professur and former %l’ddudtc Resgarch Asslslam respumely Departmem
of Rural Soctology. LSU. Baton Rouge. La 7'0803
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. . Frame of Reference'

. ) . '
This study, as noted; deals with the concept ofaSpiration Specifically, it
Is concerned with level of educational aspiration and level of occupatrona‘l .
aspuatmn It was conceptualized ihat aspirations are acqulred through the
socialization process. and that this process would change, in response to
location and time. The latter was seeh as providing a perspective for the
study of “stability or change in aspirations. . LT
Aspiration ' . « o,

Asplratron was viewedas a special t)pe of attitude, one which involved &
favorable onentation toward a goal. In light of this définition, aspn]*atlons
were operationalized as the desired future erids or goals which students
sought. >

In elaborating the concept of asplrat\on itis appropriate to point out that
the choice of an occugation in American society is not an easy task because
there are over 20,000 different occupatlons (McNeil, 1969: 223). Most of
the occupatlons require specific types of edutation for entry, and individual
decisions”about education and sareers tgnd to be made durmg the high
school years. Hence, the student decTde’s o the type of joba of she wants
and pursues the formal education necessary to'get theJob”'['hese decisions
are indicators cf both educational aspiration and occupatlonal aspiration.

Level of occdpatlona}asprratlon is an extensjon of the géneral concept of
aspiration. Itinvolves perception of self relative to a particular level in the.
prestige hierarchy represented by the occupation. This particular orienta-
tion toward an occupation serves to channel action toward attainment of an
occupational goal. A favorable attitude foward achieving the education”
necessary for an occupatronal goal is an indicator of level of educational
aspiration. , ‘

’

Time

Historical events may influence the attitudes, beliefs, and%oals.of
people in a society at any given fimé. The impact of time thus needs to be
considered in studies of aspiratiohs. Since values of the larger society
influence the development of aspirations among a8olescents, any study of
the aspirations of youth must consider the values popular at the time. In this
study, it was important that the social activism of the 1960°s and 1970°s be
taken jnto consideration in assessing the aspirations expressed by high
school students. ) e ~ :

. ~
L]

C, g
Location .

3 . Lo s . l .
The extent to which value orientations vary from one region to another is

* also of importance in studying aspirations of youth. In this study, it was of
pamcular interest to determine whether the asp,,lratrons of rural youth in
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Louisiana differed from rural youth elsewhere. This questlon was consid-
ered especially pertinent becuuse of the notion that rural youth would be
less likely to be affected b) social mowements such as occurred in fhe

19605 ' .o,
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Hypotheses - = ,

/

/

The hypotheses that follow were designed in auordam.e wnth/the Ob_]eC-
" tives of the study. - -

Hypothesis. 1: In selected LOUlSlana riral high schools ‘the educatio a
aspirations of thé senior students of 1972 will be significantly’ diffe mt
from those of the senior students of 1968 far each sex and race combina-
tion.

Hypothesis 2: In selected Lounsxana.l;ural high schools the ocupatlonal .

aspirations of the senior students of 1972 will be significantly different

from those of the semor studénts of 1968 for each sex and race combma— )

tion.
. Hypothesis 3: The eduqatlonal aspirations of the senior students of 1972

in selected ouisiana high schools will not differ sngmﬂuantl) from those of
senior students of 1972 in selected rural high schools in the squthern
region. -~ v

Hypothesns 4 The occupational aspirations of the senior student of
1972 in selected Louisiana rural high schools will not differ s:gmﬁcanti
from those of senior students of 197" in selected rural high s!chools in thi
southem reglon

Hypo.thesns 5: The educational aspirations of the senior students of 1972
in selected Lofisiana rural high $chools will not differ significaritly from
those of senior students of 1972 i in selected r.ural high schools in other partS
of the United States.

HypotheSIS 6: The occupational aspirations of the senior student,s of

-1972 in selected Louisiana rural high schools will not differ sngmflcantly .
from those of the senior stadents of 1972 in selected rural high schools in |

-~

othggparts of the Umted States.”

¢

Re&earch Procedures -

Source' and Collection of Data
Data used in this study were obtained fram two separate research

projects—the Southernt Youth Study (SYS) and the National Longitudinal

Study of the High School Class of 1972. .

Sputhern Youth Stu e first project, known as the SYS—prOJect
S-114 and its predecessors, S-61 and S-81—is a longitudinal'study of rural
" youth supported by the U.S. Department of Agriculture and the Louisiana
Agricultural Expegiment Station. The research for the proje ‘done in
cooperation with the agncultura,l expenment statlons of fiv other southern

e
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states. Information on the first cohort was collected in 1968 and on the
second in 1972. ¢ v T e e < )
A proportidnate, strafied, random ‘eluster sampling teclmique was
employed to ebtain,a representativé sample.of Tural high school youth in
Louisiana. The fellowing procedure was used to select thesample: (1) The
state was divideduanto geographical quagrants to represent four areas which
* “différ 1 social and economic charactéristics. (2) Schools were designated
* a3 the Sampling umits. Four to six s¢hools were selected randomly from the
norrmetropolitan parishes of each quadrant. To obtain 4 representative
sample pf both black and white students in proportion to the enroliment of
nonmetropolitan students within the state, a total of 20 schools -was
selected, 13 white and 7 blaak. (3) The questionnaire was administered to
. all senior students present in school on.the day of the survey. i
: Ini1972, an effort was made to collect data from the same’schools as in
1968. This could net be done in 2 instances’because of changes that had
taken place in the scheols. In the deségregation processs many Louisiana
high schools were combined, some old ones elosed, and-some new dnes
opened. . L e - -

Only four of the original 20 schools—three white and one black—were
substantially the same as in 1968. These four schools, the previously
segregated schools that had been desegregatedsand two private acadenties

* were selected as thé sampling units in 1972. The private academies wese
selected because some students who would normally have been attending
the public schools were enfolled in_them. Although all seniors. preser¢dn
the day of the survey completed questionnaires, only students of the race
predominant in the corresponding 1?68 school were used in the analysis.
This was done in an attempt tb?%f only those respondents who would have
.been seniorsin 1972 in the original 20 schools. To the degree possible, this
filtering of the 1972 resppndentsassures that the 1968 ‘and 1972 samples
were comparable. Several social background characteristics of the two
samples were tested to verify comparability. No signifitant differences
Were found in mother’s education, father’s education, or major money
earfier’s occupation. ’ ' ’

Data for the SYS in 1968 were collected by means of group interviews in
.the schools during early April. These interviews were condugted by staff ~
members (faculty and graduate assistants) from the Department of Rural
Sociology at Louisiana State University, who had’ been insgructed in
interview procedures prior to the field work. Approximately one hout was
required for each interview. A total of 544 completed questionnaires were
obtained—325 from whites, 218 from blacks, and one from a Native
American. The detailed distribution of respondents by area and school is
provided in the appendix; - ‘ , !

A sli'ghtly modified version of the 1968 questionnairg was used in 1972.
During\liday, this questionnaire was administered'to the senior classes.

6 .
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C mpletu&d queéstionnaires were obtained from 453 seniors in the schools.
A mailed questionnaire was used for pne pri,vate academy because the
school year had concluded too early for the questionnaire to be adminis-
tered at school \This academy had 19 graduates, 17 of whom returned their
.questiorinaires. The. distribution of. respondents by area and school is *
provided 1n the appendix. ) o ‘

[
. : LT /
National Longitudinal Study. The- second project from which data
were utilizedis the National Longitudinal Study (NLS) of the High School
Class of 1972. This study 15 part of a long-term survey effort supported by,
the ‘National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) in the former U.S.
Department of Health, Education, and Welfare (Levinsohn et al., 1978).
The NLS study was designed to provide statistics on a national cohort of
students going through the process, of leaving the school system and
entering adult life. te .
In the*NLS, the sampling design is a stratified two-stage probability _
sample with schools as the first-stage sampling units and students 3 the
1 “second-stage units. The sampling population was determined as alt 1972
“twelfth grade students enrolled in all public, private, and church-affilated
high schools in the 50 states and the District of Columbia.

"The schéol sampling frame was stratified into 600 final strata according {
to the following criteria. (1) type of institution (public, nonpublic), (2)
geographic region (northeast, north central, south, west), (3) senior en-
rollment (<3300, 300-599, =600); (4) proximity to institutions of higher

: \leai*ning'{(S) percent minority enrolled, (6) income level of the community,
(7) degree of urbanization. ' :

A representative sample of the schools was drawn. In order toincrease
the number of disadvantiged students, schools located in low-income areas
and scheols with high proportions of minoyity group enroliment were
sampled at approximately twice the rate used for the remaining schools. .

The NLS sample design called for the selectian of 1,200 primary sample
schools with“18 studentseper school participating in the survey. Of these
1,200 schools’, 948 participated, 21 had no seniors enrolled, and 231 had
either refused to participate or could not participate.

Because of this high rate of nonresponse in the base-y®ar survey, the
NCES attempted to resurvey the 231 nonparticipant schools and to survey

.replacements for the 21 schools withno seniors. Of the 231 primary sample
schools, 205 participated int‘the resurvey with up to 18 former students
being randomly selected from the 1972 graduating class. Students from °
substitutg schools were also included in the base-year survey. In all, data
were collected from students representing 1,069 participating schools in
the base-year study. \ o .

The bulk of the student data was collected in April, May, and June of

7
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1972 through group wmplc.non of questionnaires in eauh school. lnforma—
- tion was collgcted from 4 total of 22,652 students; but only the 4,738
students 1n rural or farming communities were used 3 respondents in this
study. ~ . . .

-
-

Operationalization of Variables

»31X variables—four independent and two dependent—were used in this
study. The independent*variables are sex. race, year, and location; educa-
tiondl aspiration and occupational aspiration are the depeqdent \anablqs
These variables were aperationally defined by duestionnaire items .
answered by the respondents. The spegific questions used are prov illed in
the appendix. . . .

Educational aspiration »as determined by the response the student
gave to the education he or she desired. quit high school, complete high
school, complefe a business or technical program, graduate from\junior
college, graduate {rom college, or complete additional studies after col-
leg,c These were assigned scores from | through 6, respectively.

+ Occupational aspiration was defined in ternds of the student’s response
to the kind of job he or she would like to have. The questionnaire items
differed shightly between the SYS and the NL@ so the data from both
studies were recoded using sfightly modified Bureau of the Census occupa-
tional groupings. Categories used were: professional, technical, manager,
farmer/farm manager, «clerical, sales, military (officer or enlisted),
. craftsman/skilled craftsman, operative, service and labor, and
homemaker housewife. Numerical values ranging between | and 11 were
assigned inversely to these categories, '

Residence 1n this study included only rural students. Respondents were
asked to choose an answer whi¢h best described the place in which they
gived. The questionnaire items:in the SYS and the NLS.varied. Toaccount
for this discrepancy - only NLS students who answered that they lived ina
rural ot farming Lommurin) were used as rural séniors. All respondents in
tire SYS were used even though six students responded that they had lived
previously in a city of 2,500 or greater. This was done because the next
category of the NLS question included students who lived in clties of up to
50,000 population.

Region was used to define students from the Sovth aqcordmg to the
Census definition for this région (Levinsohn et al., 1978 G- 1)
Anglytical Technique

-

Analysis of variance (ANOVA) was selected as the statistical test to
determine 1f any significant differences.in aspirations existed between the
groups of students with respect to sex, race, year, and location.? The

Y
v

ESée prendnx B for comments on the use of ' ANOVA 1n this study '
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general linear model was usedibecayse of the relam ely large sample and
the unbalanced desngn . . 4

~

-
2

Analysis and Intexpretation -

.

s,

.

Changes in student aspirations over time (Hypotheses | and 2) are

~ analyzed first, this is followed by analysis of dlfferenues in student aspira-

‘tions between locations (Hypothescs 3-6). o N

Time—1968 to 1972 T C ¢ s' .

In this section. the hy pothes“rzed'relationship's presented earlier are tested
for change in aspirations over timé for each race and sex combination.

Educational aspiratigns. Slgmﬁcant differences in educational aspira®
tions between the 1968 and 1972 classes of Louisiana rural high school ,
seniors are evident in the ANOVA summary table and the means presented
\hm‘ Table’ l.-'ThQ educational aspirations of the 1968 rural high school _

T_aBle 1. —Analysis &fsvariance and means for.educational aspirations of Loussioha
tural high school seniors in 1968 and 1972, by rage and sex

ANOVA SUmmary Table -

Degrees of ' Sum of

Source . freedom Bquares, T oF ratio .

TOTAL - C 987 < 2,022.59

Year, . : v 14, . 12.174*

Sex - . . 0. av9s

Race ' . C 5.36*“-

“Year x fex . 0. ) 0.22
Year x e, ' - . . L35
Sex x Race . L 248 1.23

+ Year x Sex x Race . . ) 0.52

. i 5 - R Y
» Race x Sex

.

* White Mgle

\
. White Female .
Black Male -

Black Female
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seniors were higher (4.50) than thuse of the, 1972 rural igh schoolseniors <
Y- (4.18). Thus.finding suggests that social activism in the late 1960°s ind
early 1970°s did not result in hugher aspirations among thés¢ rural students
r——ffz-;; during-thisfour-year-interval . * > e R A
) There was alsQ a difference in aspirations betw eenrural black students )
*and rural white students. Rurai black students had_gher educational (
- aspiratiqas than the rural white students (4 53 and 4.26, rcspectl\s/c]y)‘ .
There was hittle difference 1n educatidnal aspirations pétween male stu- -
dents (4.38) and female students (4.34). = - ©b
Overall, rural black female seniors of the class of 1968 had the highest
, educational aspirations. This finding 15 corisistent with earlier studies -
(Coleman, 1976). Rural black male students had the second highest level of
aspifation, whije rural* white male- and female sjudents had equivalent
educational«aspirations. These findings are also supportive of earlier re-
s¢arcH (see Clay, 1976 and Coleman. 1976). .
. In 1972, the educatidnal aspirationsdf rural high schpol seniors had
dropped- markedly com(gar,ed wit{ those Of the class of 1968.-Thys is,
L "_ contrary to the findings of Clay (1976) that, overall, the aspirations of .
‘¢ studehts nise over time. Again, black female students had the highest
. .aspirations, but white males held the second highest level of aspiration .
Black malés and whate fernates had lower educational aspirations The low
whjite female aspirations are contrary to Clay s findings in an Ontondgan
+._ County, Michigan stuc{y." - Lo !

-4
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Qccupational aspirations. The otcupational aspirations of the senior
: class of 1972 were sifasficantly different from those of the senior clas®of
Tt 1968 (Tabl&2). The rural semars.of 1968 had higher,aspiations than did
X the rural seniorsof 1972 (8.43 and 8.06, respectiyely)” Again; this finding
1S inconsistent with most prévious studies. i"Wwhich student aspiratigns
increased oyer time. There was also a differefkt betwéen theisexes Female
. senior stadents (8.68) had much higher occupational aspirations than male
+ studenits (7.79). Little differenc;ﬁn 'occupatiqnal aspirations was found
-~ betwgey black students (8.36)-dnd white students (8.21)s ,
Rural black female students had the highest dccupational aspirdtions in
1968. White females had the second highest level of aspiration, while rural
black male students and,wh}tg male students had the lowest occupational
. =aspirations,<This is consistent with the findings of Kuvlesky and Edirigton .
(1976). ot ’
In 1972 the level of occupational aspiration of ryrabseniors had declined
._for each,race and sex combination. White fgmalgs had;the highest aspira-
*_tiops. Black-males and black females aspired to neatly the same levels of
* otcupation. The decline,in aspirations-of black females was the greatest of
this group. Again white males had the lowest occupatianal aspirations

10 _ .2
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i * Table 2. —Analysis of yariance and means for occupatianal aspirations af Louisiana . .,
rural high school seniors in 1268 and 1972, by race and sex
L3
y : .. . _ANOVA Summary Table -t— -- - >,
. i . J Degrees of | , Sum of oo
¢  Source . freedom sg’uaref * ' F ratio :
. TOTAL . .. 960 8,279.92 - < .
b . Year . 1 © . 3948 4.66*%
Sex E Y 1 125.06 14.86%*
» Race - L ©0.39 - 0.05 * -
Year x Séx* i 12.77 oy 152
,Year x Race 1 v 8.14 0.97
' “Sex x Race 1 : 14.92 1.77
+  Year X Sex x Race ' 1 ‘Ca 0.91 Jo.11 " \
ERROR . 953 8,020.67 .
. Race x _Sex ; . L " Year ) ‘
’ ' 1968 . 1972, - A
S m e Means—=~-==~==== e T
White Male R 1 R 7,65 e
: : N=165 . : Nrl42 -
Py .
e . *a N ’ . e . ,
‘White Female ] +8.93 N st 8.51 -
. ‘ . N=154 e oo N=lsh ot -
o vl TR D
. ' )" . - &= .
+ Blags Female _ |~ 8.97 - - Y T
S . e N N=124 ‘e - h=76
. .. o Y "‘ . R P . - . -
A *xP<.05 ' . ' <« - : . '
EY N
. xxpc0l ¥ : : , ’
e R S T
“ . " .- '9 . . .
. . /- . . . 4 . . <
¢ . ”
X ¢ ‘ )_ e ° - A [4 " “
. Locahon-——r,Southern Reglon vs. Lovisiana . R o \
T - Comparisons between the soulhem region “rural .samplé from 1he NLS L,
" ' and the Louisiana rural’ sample of the SYS are mude in, this secuon :
. Educational aspirationg. An inspection of TableS reveals asignificant T
dlfference mxe‘ducauonal aspirations between southern and Louisiana
. senior Studénts<jn. 1972. The. southern region rural seniers had hxgher .
aspirations (4.43) than the Louisiafia riral seniors.(4.18), and male, semors v o
' bed higher.aspirations (4.48) than female senjors @.21). & .
. There was virtually no effect of race on the educational aspirations of )
. black students (4.37) and white students (4.33). Rural white males a‘nﬁ -~
rural black males of the southern region had-equivalent asglrauons Ru.ral'
black females of the southgrn region had much higher asplr tions than rural -
white feniales of the region. . )
CoLe T, L 1 LT .
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Table 3. —Analysis of variance and means for educational aspirations of southern rural
high school seniors and Louisiana rural high school seniors in 1972, by race and sex _

| -

ANOVA Summary Table

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

’

ERIC

Degrees of ° Sum .<;f »

Source - ~ freedom ' squares F ratio

TOTAL < 1,173 N 2,365.44 .

Locat ion - 1 - 14.05 =~ 7.07%%

. Sex - . 1 3.60 1.81
Race ) 3 « 2.45 1.23
Location x Sex 3 1.21 0.56
Location X Race .. i 0.04 0.02
Sex.x Race 1 - 3.80 1.91
Location’x Sex x éace 1 0.06 0.03

ERROR e 1,166 2,316.82

Race x Sex . . " Location

° Southern . . Louisiana
. . ----Means -—-

White Male 4,62 4.27
- N=296 N=149 *

White Female 4.24° ' , 4.02

’ N=355 . . N=16l

>

Black Male 4.62 4.20

N=32 N=64

Black Female 4.52 » 4.31

. . N=40 ' N=77
"xp<.05 . -
**p<,01

The black female seniors in Louisiana rural high schools had the highest
aspirations. As was true for the regional sample, rural white males andrural
black males were similar in their levels of educational aspirations, and rural
white females of the Louisiana sample had the lowest educational aspifa-
tions. These low white female aspiratidns might be attributed to the
traditional belief that young rural women just graduated from high sctiool
are supposed to get married and ggarta family or get a job working in thé
clerical or sales area. - 7, . )

Occupational aspirations. No évidence was found of si gnificanteffects

- of location or race on the occupational aspirations of the seniors in the

southern region or the seniors in Louisiang, but a slight difference between
the sexes was noted (Table 4). Th¥¥ouisiana rural seniors had slightly
higher aspirations than the southern region rural seniors (8.06 and 7.87,
vespectively). The occupational aspirations of male students (7.75) were
lower than those. of female students (8.10). Overall, there was no differ-
ence detected between black students and -white students, both groups
having equivalent occupational aspirations (7.95 and 7.94, respectively).

¢ 12
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.Table 4. —Analysis of variance and means for occupational usplruno‘s of southern
* rural high school seniors and Lou:smnu rurul high gchool seniors in, 1972, by race and’
s5ex . &

.
v ! -

ANOVA Summary Table

. Degrees of Sum of
Source frgedom squares

TOTAL : 1,160 11,582.90°
Location . 1 ‘ T 2,13
Sex C 1 39.84
Race 1 0.28
Location x Sex 1 i . 0.02

Location x Race © 1 * 1,86

Sex x Race ' 1. 0.21

Location x Sex x Race 1 , 20.66

ERROR . 1,153 11,497.26

Race x Sex * Location
Southern -Louisiana
Means—~~ "
White Male t. 7.81 7.65
. N=296 N=142

Wiite Female 7.90 . . 8.51
N=355 " N=160

Black Male 7.47 ’ 7.83
N=32 = - N=60

Black Female - 8.38 8.03
. N=40 . ' IN=76 "

L ¢

.

Rural black female seniors from the southern region had the highest level -
of aspiration for their group. White males had the second highest level of
aspiration, and rural white females had much hlghv occupational aspira-
tions than black males of the southern region. Y

In contrast to the regional data, rural white females in Louisiana had the
highest occupational aspirations. Black male an#black female students had
comparable levels of od%upanopal aspiration, and rural yhite males had the
lowest aspiratiogs. . v

) 13
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. Educational Aspirations. Table 5 discloses a statistically significant . '
giiffert;nce in educational aspirations bgtween the 1972 tural highyschool
., seniors in the United States and thoste)(ign Louigiand. The national senior
studenits had higher educational aspiratipns 41) than did the Louisiana .
- seniors (4.18), and the aspirations of malestudents (4.48) were higher than
those of female students (4.26). There was virtually no differencé between
] - theblack and the white students in level of educatiopal aspiratjon (4.38 and
4.37, respectively). * - o )
Rural black male students of the national sample had the highest educa-
tional aspirations. Rural white male’s and rural black females had compara- ’
ble educational aspirations, while rufal white females had the lowest ~
educational aspirations. These findings artJ: supportive of. the literature
- . . . . o " > ,

Location: United States vs: Louisiana -

.

‘
&

Table 5.—Analysis of variance and means for educational aspirations of United States
*% ryral high schoal seniors and Lovisiana rural high school seniots in 1972, by race and
sex )
’ / T ANOVA Summary Table .
7 .
Degrees of Sum of
Source . __freedom, squares F ratio
’ TOTAL ) 2,463 « . 4,682.87 ..
Locat ion 1 . 15.12 7 B.03%*
Sex | 1. - w421 , 2.2 . )
Race ’ 1 3.70. . 1.96 .
Location x Sex 1 1.38 0.73 '
Location x Race r /, '9’J23 0.12
$ Sex x Race 1 T8 : 0.63
Location x Sex x Race 1 ] 1.45 0.77 y
ERROR ) 2,456 4,625.56° . . .
Race x Sex 3 : ‘TLocation - '
ited States Louisiana
* . v Means % -
White Male TN 4,53 4.27
. N=920 . N N=149
White Female - 4.29 4,02
= I3 M =
" N=1014 N 1,9,‘1’%
. Black Male - 4.72 ’ 4.20
- N=36 N=64
, Black Female .. h.46 . / 4,31
N=43 ' Na77
*P<,05
**p<,01 ‘
. 71 .
-, 14 4 .
o | o .
ERIC a C )
Lo

-~/

*




ERI

A

M

. .
¢ '

dealing‘with educational aspjrations—see Kuvlesky and Boykin (1977)

and Clay (1976). : ‘

In contrast to the national sample, the‘rural black females of the Louisi:
aha sample had the highest aspirations. Rural white males had roughly the
same level of educgtional aspiration, and rural black males were only
slightly lower. Again, the riral white females had the lowest educational
aspirations. - ) L 2 - v

’Occupatiox:l? spirations. An examination of Table 6 reveals a slight
differtnce in thfe occupational aspirations of the 1992 rural high’school
seniors in the United States and Lou{siana. Aspirations of the national rural
seniors (7.67) were slightly lower than.those of Louisiana rural seniors
(8.06). There were differencés in aspirations between male and female
students (7.48 and 7.97, respectively)s Black students (8.00) and white
students (7.72) had camparable levels of aspiration.

* ~ * ,

Table 6.—Analysis of variance and means for occupational aspirations of United
States rural high school seniors and Louisiana rural high school seniors in 1972, by race
and sex ' :

¥

'ERROR 2,44

. ' ANOVA Summasy Table

- Degrees of < Sum of
Source __freedom * .+ squares F ratio

TOTAL 2,450 ° = 27,802.

Location -1 e 3.46 0.31
50. 4.50% .
Race 3. 0.30
Location x Sex 0. 0.01

Sex e 1
1
1 . .,
Location x Race  + R ¢ s 14.62¢ 1.30
1
1
3

-

Sex x Race ’ 1. 014
Location x _S/ex"x Race 9. 0.8?
27,570.64 .

-

RS

Race x Sex

Location

United States Louisiana

Means
White Male 7.42 ; . 7.65
. N=920 N=142
Ou , - - "
White Female ®7.86 8.51
N=1014 ° N=160

Black Male 7.72 . 7.8
. © N=36 Nﬂei
. . ‘ . L

Black Female | - 8.44 ; * 8.03
N=43 N=16

I
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. Rural blagk females in.the national sample had the highest aspirations of

" ,. their group. Rural white fgmales and rural black males had comparable

" levels of occupatfonal aspisation. This finding is consistent with those of
Coleman (1976). ~ * 2 _

Of the Louisiana sample; rural white females had thé highest occupa-
tional aspirations. Thi%.is supportive of Clay’s 1976 follow-up study in
Ontonogan County, Michigan. Black nrale and black female seniors had
similar levels of aspiration. Again, as in the national sample, rural white

- males had thé lowest occupational aspirations. '
-"Summary of Results . - <
In summary, the educational and occupational aspirations of 1972 Loui-
.sianarural high school seniors decreased in comparison to those of the 1968
. “seniors. This finding suggests that social events which occurred during the
years that the 1972 seniors were in high school did not have a positive effect
* Dn their aspirations. ‘ ¢ - .
_There was a significant differepce in.educational aspirations between
1972 rural high school senio isiana afid those from the southern
region. The southern studerjts aspired to tauch higher levels of edugation
than did the Louisiana seniors. There was vidence of a significant
effectof location on the ocdupational aspirations of fiese students.
Significant differences in equcational apirations-were found between
rural high school seniors in the\United States and in Louisiana, but only a
* slight effect of location was found on the ogcupational aspirations of the
" students. | CL ‘- "

Summary arid limplications

The purpose of this study was to contribute to further understanding of
the aspirations of rural high school seniors. Specifically, emphasis was
placed ‘on the educational and occupational aspirations of Louisiana rural
senjors during 1968 and 1972 and on rural seniors in 1972 from throughout
the United States and the South. The variables time and locatioh as well as
sex and -race were tested to ascertain whether these groups of studehts
differed in their educatiorial and occupational aspirations. Two effects—

_ time and location—were significant on levels of aspiration. The educa-
tional and occupational aspirations of the 1972 Louisiana rural high school
seniors decreased in ¢omparison to those of 1968 seniors. Educational
aspirations df the 1972 rural seniors from Louisiana were significantly
lower than those of both the southern region and the United States. In each
instance, the marginals showed that these differences ‘for the Louisiana
rural seniors in 1972 occurred throughout the range of each respective
aspirational variable and were not confined to any single or dual categories.
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The findings suggest that educational aspirations are affected more by time
and geog;aph:c locauon than occupational aspirations are,

The first major finding of this study was that the seniors of 1972 from
Louisiana rural high schools had lower educational aspirations than 1968
Lauisiana rural high school seniors, 1972 southern rural high school
seniors, and United States rural high school seniors in 1972, The finding
has significance for educational programs as well as for aspiration theory.
Smce Louisiana is part of the Sunbelt, a region with abundant employment,
opportunities, Louisiana. rural youth may have become ‘mpre strongly
ortented toward employ ment apportunitiés than toward further education.
This is supported by the concurrent decline in oc;upatxonal aspirations,
mdlcatmg a desire for jobs with lower educational requirements. However
many of the “better"Jobs that are being created through industrialization

" in this region require more formal education, so attaining the education to

3

quahfy for these jobs wnll become more important to future hlgh school
seniors.

.

Rural whlte females from Lou:s:ana cons:stently had higher occupa-
tional aspirations than all other students. This may be attributed to the fact
that two traditional female occupations to which many white females in the
state have been attracted, nurse and teacher,.are included as professional
occupations, thus giving white femalés an overall higher occupational
aspiration. '

The findings of this study conmbute to better' understandmg of the.
educational and occupational aspirations of rural white and rural black high
" school seniors. It was found, for example, that the educational and oceupa-
tional aspirations of Louisiana rural high school seniors did not increase
over time as was theorized. The fact that they decredsed suggests that social
time needs to be considered when studying the aspirations of comparable

rural youth at different times,or periods. . oy e

In this study, the diffeggnces in aspirations over time may be related to
the social activism of tfie 1960’s and 1970's wheh many youth were
seeking alternative goals and means of fulfilling these goals. It has been
suggested, Jrn this regard, that the cultural revolution was centered gener-
_ ally in uppér-middle class youth and that the college-educated children of
" lower-middle and working-class families face greater prospects for social
mobility (Berger adld Berger, 1971). At any rate, effect of social ti¥e on
aspirations of youth needs“to be studied with more inclusive populations
over longer periods. Whethgr this decline in asplratlons——bolh educational
and occupational—has continped into the 1980’s is of even greater mterest
“and needs to be addressed in futare research.

In concluding, attention should be directed toward the implications of
this study. Some rural youth obviously are not abreast of the developments
in education that will affect their immediate future. Although a great deal of ~
attentiop has been devoted to improving th_e information available to rural

<17
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youth, it is possible that both communication and counseling efforts have
- fallen short. Educators should be made aware of this fact.
In particular, the position of counselor has been eStablished in many
- schools for the purpose of helping students make realistic decisions.
_Counselors need to be well informed about current developments with -
“respect to education and employment, and they need to make rural young '
people aware of these developments. Until this is done, rural youth will
centinue to be disadvantaged with respect to urban employment oppor-
.. timities® This is a challenge for school officials who serve rural com-
muniti€s. . N . \

) .
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. Appendix A
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. B A Y
‘ Excerpts Tom Research Instrument
' ’
2% Sex (Circle one number): 1 Male 2 “Female
‘ »
. @
' 4. tlhere have yqu lived most of your-life? (Circle one
number) : - e
1 Larce city (50,000 and o:cr) h
2 J,eaium c1ty (10 000 to 50, 000)
' 3. small city (2,500 <80 10,000) . ’
. 4 Town or village (under 2,500)
- 5 In the country, but nottﬂla farm
v f ~
€ .On a farm .
6. wWhat 1s your race? (Circle one nurber): ‘
1 vhite 2 Black 3 Oriental 4b Indian S Other
! \ RN !
-9.] If you were completaly free to choose any job, what
would you desire rncst as a lifétire job?" (In answering °
R this cuestion give an exact job. For exarnle, do,not
’ say work on the tallto dr Lut tell.us what tax’toad job
vou would like ;o have). CGrite vour answer in the box
below. P
/ - ‘ ’
“aNSWER: /. . - 7
. l_ /
. * ] =
13. If you could have as ruch schoolirg as %du desired,
which of the folloying would you do? (Circle only one
X nunbet)
.. 1 Quit school right now. >
o 2 Conplete high school.
3 Complete a business, cormercial, electronics, or some
, ~ other technical prcgram aftér finishing high school.
- 4 Graduate fror a junior college (2 years).
S ¢ 3 Graduate from a college or university, -
" 6 Corplete additional Studies after gtaduating from a
» college or university. .
. 19 :
\Y 0 .’
o 20. ..
ERIC ’ ;o
: « %
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Sex

Male 1

Female ¢ 2

(Circie qQne.)

Date of lBlrth

Day Year
AR
~ .

Neos

RIC

84, How do yoii describe yourself?

~ v te
95. Which best describes the location of the place in which you live?

.

«

. . -
American Indian .

’

* * *

. Black or Afro-Amer‘ican or Negro

Mexican-American ot Chicano

Puerto Rican

Other Latin-American origin

Orientil or Asian-Amerifcan .

White or Caucasian ..
Other

'

'Y

In‘a rural or farming community-

Th a small city or town of fewer than 50 000 people
that is not a suburb of a larger place.. .

In a medlum-su.ed city- (50,000-100,000 people)
In a suburb of a medium-sized city ..

Ina large city (100,000-500,000 people).

In a suburb of a large clty

Ina vetg(‘lnrge city (over 500,000 people)

In a subutb of a very latge city .

1
2
.3 e
4
5
3’ 6
7
-8 '
" (Circly o'r_lc.‘)
!
]
3 K
4
... b
.6
:;. 7
- "8

Ly

-




- ~

- e \ 8 .
/ v e - , - .4 e
3
/ ., ’ ) o
4 ' M R , < . .
. A . . < -
. 4 - S
. »
. ‘ ¥, LI s Zz e ¢ ”
& * .
. - .. . ‘. @ @ ¢
< o
- ry 9
y * Y .
23 In thewcolumn under YOU, gircle the one number that gawt h‘hq bast descript d, of work . .
Y you would like to do. Under FATHER, circle the one number tQQ} best desZrl wo ne by your
lather (or mateguardizn) Under MOTRER, circle the one nAumber thaf bast dey) i'b‘; the wgrk done by )
your mother (or female guardian) The exact 19b may no} be, burtmft& _llejom’&sh!esl
. I either of your auunls 1s out of work, disabled, retired, or K n’i of work e or
= * At riy (2GS
she used todo. N - . o3 N )1? . N
. * . LY - £ N W enphnucgparte each folu t ¢
N . ) Flner Mother  awy
. Y RN
. CLERICAL such as bank teller bookkeeper secretary, typist myl Cy N
— carmer tickes agent
.
CRAFTSMAN such as baker, bl h. . h o~
R 2T pamter, plumper telephone installer carpenter
FARMF R, FARM MANAGER -
HOMEMAKFR OR HOUSEWIFE ’ . N
- LABOXLR such 88 construction worker, car washer <anitary \ o
wdrker, farm laborer v, 05
. “ .
» *  MANAGER, ADMINISTRATOR such as sales managet, ofhce manager,
. school ad trator, buyer, . government
official .« 06
N MILITARY such as career officer. enlisted man or woman in the
., armed forces 07
. OPERATIVE wc}yf: mest cutter assembler machine operator ') L)
welder, taxicab, bus or truck dnver, gas station attendant 08
- PROFESSIONAL such ar aécountant, srtist, clergymgn dentist, °
- *physician, registered nurse engpneer, lawyer, ibranan, teacher, .
PR writer, scientist, socisl worker actor actreas 09 .
- N .
p——— PROPRIFTOR QX OWNFR such as owner of & small business, X »
- contractor, restaurant owner . 10 ° 10 ’: 10
o+  PROTECTIVE $eRWCF such as detactive policemsn or fuard, .
shenff, fireman ~ 1n u s éll s
SALES such as salesman, sales clerk, ldvtnmnzvor Insurance agent,* 4 < 20 N
real estate Broker B ] 12 .12
] [} v : - . 2
SERVICE such as barber, beautician, practical nune pnvate N
. -t household\worker, yamtor, waiter 13 € 13 ¢ . 137 N
: N ToCKNICAL such as draftsman medical or denta! techmcian, . ) L
*  computer programmer l‘: ¢ F AU 1« —-
[
P ' . . .. N
*® ° v
. » * k * o
" * LN . - - ¢ ‘
. N . ¢ s .
29 Yoanswer this quulioq,zirclt one number lar the highest level of education you would like to attsin, snd
afso circte one for the highest tevel you plan to attain
. (Circte ane number in sach @limb ) , N
4 . Would like Plan te
- te attein ttain
. il s .
“Lesa than high school graduation 1 1
Graduste from high school but not go beyond that - 2 2 .0 "
Graduate from high school and then go to s vocational, Ly:hmal, . - \
bunness, or trade school . 3 N 3
Go to a junsor college 4 5 4
. Gotoa rou:-y?r college or univernity - 3 [
. ‘ .
’ Go to a graduite o gapfessionsl school after college R L] ) -
«
vy b ‘ N -
. . . . . ¢
N - i S .
0 ' . -~ R M
B . i . ., -
- - - "
< . . . a
v . - s . N
P
) " ’s
- . . i -
' ! . ‘
e N A”
- 4 21 -
.
-~ .
. \
. .
o -
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R Table A-1.—Distribution of\nonméﬂ.’opolitan Louisiana senior respondents for 1968 and 1972, by area, = Y

schodl; race, and sex . ,
» - v,

- . ‘

d0J 1539

. . 1968 . 1972

t

-
| Black White

e e Black White

T :
* Area & School Male |Female, Total !|'Male 9 Female | Total |l Male |Female| Total Male | Female | Total -
i

P

cuw o Northwest 1 > | i
J.S.Clark 7 6 132
Zwolle High - ' {
Ebarb ~ . ' ¥3 8
b Georgetown 1 -7

Second Ward . 36 l 31 .67

5 . 4 19
21”7 13 7 20
18 ) : 10 12 w22 +

[ Stanley | E

Verda . !

Northeast ! |
Forest ” ) : ]' 13 10°

i

t

|

i

]

!

|

3

14 v .

TIVIIVAY £

23
16 8 24 4

. Newellton -
30 26 56
7

|
. Rayville High 1|
Riverfield Academy !
Wigner-Cilbert 10 J
[ Wisner High
Southwest
Bordelonvi¥e

34 30 64

(4

Carver N 3
- Bunkie Sr. High -

o Cottonport “ }
. W.H, Stewant 2

f 20
f
. ._Basile 1
!
i
|
I
!
|

H '
P17+ 18 35 .
i

Southeast
- £.Livingsten High 6
- Speingfield

Holden

N hd Livonja

Poydras
* - False River Acadenmy
. . Romeville 1 2 3 LI 16® ol
Romeville High (Boys) ! [ e ! uo

” ~ b Romeville High (Girls ' .

: Scottville 6 10 16 | L
- Belle' Chasse ! , 1 2 3 | .
TOTAL . 928 126 | 2282 | 269b [ 157 ; 326b | 64 | 77 141 150 | 162 | 312

—
[ -R- V-3
—

o
—

S

f
2ei 517 :
L1 .17 2y
15 1 15 1 30 g -

! aIncludes 1 re?pondem whése questionnaire {s missing. , ’ . .
. blpclud_es 1 Native American. . X R

L) ’ “"' - 3 “ . 93 a .

o . - \« L ~
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It should be noted that use of ANOVA requires the assumption of *°
interval level measurement of the dependent varigble and that the'depend- -
ent variables in this study—educational aspiratian and- occupational

* aspiration—do not fully meet this assumption. For education, the scores

represefit essentially 2-year increments except for the two middle cate-
. gories. Since graduating from a juniorcollege nearly always requires 2 full
_ « yearsand completing a business or technical program often takes less than
this, the former was given the higher value.

»;The measure of occupational aspiration is a slight modification of
occupational groupings used by the Bureau of the Census. These groups are’
ranked on the two dinfensions of income and-education with relatively high
correspondence (Miller, 1977:244). Differences from the Census group-
ings'in the measure used here include (1) addition of a classification for
military between the white-collar and blue-collar segments, (2) addition of
a category for homemaker and housewife as the final group, and (3) use of a
separate classification Yor technical occupations (between professional and
managers). Although the homemaker-housewife category usually is not
considered to be an occupation, it is the only occupational status some
women ever have, it was placed at the pottom because it has no income or
earnings speoifically associated with it and is usually not evaluated as an
exciting and desirable life gbal (Lopata, 1971:29-31, 138-148).

Statistical tests requiring assumption of interval-level measurement are
used fairly routinely with ordinal-level measures that approximate
interval-level ones because the tests are robust enough to be used 'with little
-~ _ fearof grgss errors 50 long as the ordinal measure is mgnotonic.(Bohrnstedt

and Carfer, 1971:131). The advantages of using the more powerful tests are
well-known, and this increase in power makes the risk%f errors in inference
with them small in comparison with the more limited results of tests

apprapriate for ordinal-level measures. .
- N "~
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