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Measuring the Benefits of Liberal Arts Education . :
in Washington's Community Colleges ) g .

; / -

- ", What are the short and long-term benefits of taking courses in the

v
~

. - o ] ‘
liberal arts=-that is the humaniti%s, mathemac;cs, sciences, and social sciences?

"Having such information is useful for .responding to studencg who question ‘ /

/

the value of having to take liggral arts courses, who regard such

requirements as unnecessary impediments to the atéainpent of their v

educational objectlves$ It can aid in countering the argument
being advanced by numer cus observers that community colleges should

concentrate on career and compensatory . education ‘while the collegiate

\ - b 3

functrpn should be maintained in senior institutions. And it can be used

,,,,, —_—

to’ address the charge that the quality of education provided. ~ /

in connmnity college collegiate courses is inferior.to tpat provided

€

in similar courses offered in fourw§ear colleges and universities.

. When asked to documerlt what students learn in liberal arts programs,
communit& college‘leaders rypically point to the desired outcomes of a
general education, hfgh enrollments in these courses, and the results of

o follow-up studies which show, that most students are §atisfied with their
? P :
educational experiences in college. However, none of these responses

brovide information on what students have gained in their‘ﬁumanities, A /
L !

science, and social sciedce)cog;ées. Nor is there much information on

_the relativé merits for gtudents in the various programs of taking ur

~
N

not taking courses in the liberal arts.

-
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At a time when state legislators and coordinating boards are demanding

-

accountability on one hand and are looking for ways to cut costs of higher

L

~ @

education on the other, community college educators need information on

the value of their programs.® These data can be obtained in several ways,:

-

/
1) from achievemeat tests given at the beginninz and at the end /

of courses and programs of study, 2) from follow-up studies of former students, p

/ and 3) from student self-reports. The study reported here focused on the

latter measure. : "
. 1

The study. 1In Fall 1981, the Center for the Study of Community

Colleges (CSCC) conducted a survey of students enrolled in the 27 community.
colleges in the state of Washington. This study, sponsored by the National Endonent

for the Humanities, was designed to obtain answers to such questions as:

[ f . .

Which ¢ourses do students complete’

ﬂWhat is the relationship between the types of coursés R
students complete and the ratings of their educational
abilities?. |

7

o / ~
What is the relationship/between the types of courses
completed and student estimates of their educational ‘
progress?

. ’ -2 X R
What kinds of courses are completed by students with
different educational objectives?

What reasons do students give for not enrolling in
liberal arts courses?

Do the learning activities students participate in
vary from one type of course to another?

Methodologz. A sample of 25 percent of all ‘ - .
class sections offered at 10 a.m. and 7 p.m. on Wednesday of the s=2venth week

of the Faii 1981 term was drawn.’' Survey forms for the students in those classes

were sent to their instructors who in turn were asked to distribute and retrieve
. » ¢

them and return them to GSCC. <Completed surveys were obtained from 6,162 °

€
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'." ) students enrolled in 338 of the‘363.clésses (93% regponse rate) that were

i / °, selected‘for p%;éicipation in this stydy. The classes involved represent a
. A ) ) .

o . ‘cross section af the subject areas taught in 26 of the 27 Wasﬂington State

community;dolleges. tThe surveys that were filled out by "students at

~. Fort Steilacoom Community College were lost in the ﬁail.)

In co‘papison to statewide figur%s for Fall 1981, students in this .

/ -gample defe‘younger.’ As illustrated in Table 1, the, percentage of students who

3

were enrolled full-time (10 or more hours) was much higher in the samble than it

’ I : £
was for the state as a whole (7§z vs. 44%). These discrepancies in age and

- . %

- enrollment status are due in part to_the small number of surveys returned from

' non-credit and; of f-campus classes; areas where students are typically

older and are enrolled on a part-time basis. i ,

i
H

4

r

B Questionnaire. The Student Survey contained 12 sets of items’ designed
pap— to-elicit information on sfudent,background characteristics, self-ratings

= ~ of ‘abilities, types of college courses, taken, types of learning activities

- . participated in during a particular cdurse, reasons students had for not L

enrolling in various types of “liberal arts courses, and estimates of progress

.

made toward each of 14 impo}tent general education objectives. A copy
. : ‘ Ny

of the Student Sur#ey is provided in Appendix A.

f
’/
B ”




! o Comments on self-report data. The students' own’ judgments.were used in -
. : H -
ascertaiping their abilities and éstimates of their educational progress in

.

college. For example, students were asked to rate th¢ progress they made in
() .

B . . r
co£I§§E—§§*éithérk"very‘much?"“"spmai”f“Iiﬁtrej“—or;”none7”-—Whiie—these*opticns;***t————gﬂ-
. [ -

o ’arg clearly differgnt from one another, self-ratings of‘jud nts of this. kind
R . i . [N
=

- ‘ b ~
= are typically made with some reference group in mind. If community college

, ®
H
faculty members are asked how well .satisfied they are with*their income, they

L. e .
do not use a refergnce group that ranges from a,Rockefeller or a DuPont to a

N

recipient of welfare; the reference group is most likely to be other academics
or other professionals. So, too, if students are asked about their aBilities,

-their reference group.is most likely to be other, students the& know or their

- " :sense of their ownm skills. . R .

-

o How do students rate their abilities? The students were asked t? raﬁe their
abilities in each of ¢leven areas. The respons

{
e categories were ''poor,' "fair,"

- - - -4 - - -
i

"good," or "excellent." The percentage of students who rated their ability to

perform a particular activity as either good or excgllent are presented

L3 -

z iﬁ Table 2. Here we find that students felt most confident in their ability to

P - read (81%), write (73%), and speaé (70%) effectivei&, appreciate ‘music (80%),

and critically examine ileas (7?%). A smaller percentage felt confident in

-

their ability to appreciate art (63%), theater and drama (57%), usé mathematics

tc solva problems (612), and understand different cultures?(SZZ). Only 17

3 @

‘ ) perceént of the respondents‘felt confident in their ability to speék in a language

3

‘pther than English.

. o
What is the relationship between time in college anc student ractings of

< *  their skills? The data summarized in Table 3 shoWw that, with the exception of { .




music appreciation, there was a posit&ve relationship between the percentage
: . 3 I ¥
* i £ -
- of students who rated their skills as, good or ¢xcellent and the number of
- ’ : ’ ‘
- college credits completed Students who completed 16 to.30 units rated their

abilitxes*htghe: than—those- whO'had not completed their first“cgllege*course.

_Students who completed over 60 units rated their skills higher than those who

[-d =

" had completed 16- to 30 unmits. -2 !
- As shown in Table 3, students who completed over 60 credits were much more
A .
. likely thah those just beginning college to rate their 8kiils as good or,

excellent in critically examining ideas (87% vs. 70%), ueing matheméticg to

solve problems (68% vs. 56%), understandlng different cultures (64% vs. 42%),

3 Vading effectively (87% vs. 742), wr&ting effectively, (80% vs. €8%), and
: \ }

speaking effectively (76% vs. 64%). The differences between these two groups

were much ;ma%ler with respect to speaking a foreign language (18% vs. 14%),

. f v B

‘and in appreciating art (667 vs. 61%), music (80% vs. 82%), and theater (61% vs.
54%). Such results are not surprising when considering that what students know

" is related to what they study, and most of the respondents in the samplé-had not

completed courses in a foreign language, or in art, music, or theater appreciatien.

What is the relatiohship between the types of courses studenis completed

B . F ] . } : Ll
and the rating of their abilffies? We would expect that students who completed a

Y, h
w

course in art apprecé?tion would rate their ability to appreciate art higher than

' -

those who had not taken a course in that area. Similarly,’lt would be reasonable

>

‘to expect that students who completed a course in mathematics would rate their

ability to use mathematics to solve problems higher than those who had not

-

taken a_mathematios course in college. The relationship between student ratings

i

of their skills and courses taken in each of 17 areas are, for the most part,

in the’expected direction. These results are reported ir rfable 4,
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. [ In otder to present the data in a®more parsimonious fashion, courbes s |
were grouped into the following six categories: (1) Business, (2) Occupational-
- . - - I

Technical, (3) Humanities/(art, music, theater, film history and aﬁpfeciation, :

foreign—languégeS?—humanities, literature, philosophy%;\Lg) Science (biological.

‘£§ and’ physical), (5) Social Science (anthropology, economics, geography, history, :
o . . i . .
politicaL science, sociology), and (6) Mathematics/Computer Sciences. )

} These éategories were made to resemble the way in which courses were grouped in
¢ ‘. ’ » \s' °
Washington's community colleges.

Students who had taken two' or more courses in a certain subject area were. "

~ . - -

>

é : compared with ﬁhose who had not taken a course in that field in terms of their
1 self-ratings. The oiffegences in the‘perCentage of_studenés in these two groups‘
who rated‘their'skills as goodton‘eécellent are presented in TableTS.
A$ shown in Table 5, a greaﬁer percentage of fthdent; wh? had completed

hEs

at least two courses in the humanities than those who had not taken a course in

- : . ) { .
—— . this area rated their skille‘as good or excellent in’'all of thel competencies !

- N .

considered. Tﬁese’results were expectéd since most of the abiljties | -
¢ listed in Table 5 a&e related to what is taught in humanities courses.

The.differences between those who had taken at least two courses in the 7

M 2

humanities and. those who had not completed courses in this area was greatest withﬁ
‘ {

A

respect to understanding.different cultures (l9%),tunderstandin§ one's cultural
heritage (12%) , critically examining ideas (11%), apprec lating and enjoying 1

theater (117) and art (lO/), and writing effectively (107) Altéough,the differences in

&

most instances were,not as pronounced, students who had completed:courses ir

two other areas ¢ the liperal arts--social sciences and sciences--were more
13
]

likelﬁ to rate their skills as good or excellent than those who had not taken

* H
courses in those fields. E)
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"With a few notable exceptians, namely using methematics to solve

i( ¢ g . N i A _ < ) B

problems and critically examining ideas, completion,o} courses in business

and occupapional-technical\areés were not associated with %s large an

t‘ . ¢ . .

el

. increase in the percentage of students who felp confident in, their abilities
: ° : % | . H

than was found among thgse who had completed courses in the liberal art’s

areas. What these findings‘suggest.le that many of the desired outcomes of
E . . ‘general education are more likely to ge obtained in humdnities, social science,

and science courses than in business and occupationa1~technology courses. .

- o .

How much progress do students think they have made in college’

k]

% ) Students were asked to rate the amount of progress they had made at their colle

ge
3

in each of 14 areas. The response categories were "None," "A Little," "Some, "

“gand "Very Much." ) ‘ S
H A o .

. ti. -
As shown in Table 6, the majority of students reported that they made ‘e

.

. [3 7 ' .
some or very much progress in all but oné of the 14 areas of attainment

considered. The one exception was develop!ing an understanding and enjoyment

’
- t

- - °of art, music, and drama where 71 pereent of the respcndents indicated that

they had made 1itt1err nooprogress. Areas in which students felt that

a - -

, they had-made the most progress were learning on their own, acquiring

;7 backg;ound for further education in a professional field, hecoming aware of
. different points of view;and self understanding. Aﬂeas in which more fhan

3 one-third of the sample reported little Er no progress included writing

effectively (34/), understanding social issues (37%), speaking effectively

. (38%), understanding the social implications of scientific developments o

N . . %
N (Y /4 and’developing an understanding and enjoyment of art, music, and

‘drama (71%). . o : T : -
% (_,!\ . - ’
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What is the.f%%?tionship between time in college and student estimates

of their educational ptogress? In most instdnces, the rise in the number of

|

Jnits students completed was accompanied by an increase'inzthe{percentage

@ w ¢ .

who reported that they made very much p}ogress in develéping their skills.

For'gxampig,‘ﬁtudents %ho had. completed 60 or more units were much more likely
N . Y °

. ‘e . = ©
<han those who had completed none to report very much progress in the following
area: gaining background for further eduggtion (59% vs. 28%), gaining a broad f"
genbral education (462 vs. 24%), thinking critically (43% ¥s. 23%), and putting

ideas together (44% vs. 26%). The diffgrences between thesge two groups were rather

-
H 4

modest iﬁ four other areas: understaﬁding social issues (247 vs. 15%),‘qevef0p1n§

* l N ' ‘ 1 « “
a gense of values (35% vs. 28%), develdping an enjoyment of art, music, drama
29 ;" - .

(16% vs. 10%), and understanding ochrs (432 vs.,ADi). ThiélinfbrmatiJn is

reported in Table 7. g

4 - i
’

What is the relationship betiveen types of courses completed and student

-

- . i « N
estimates of their educational progress? Students who had taken two or

.

more courses in a certain subject were compared with those who had not

? &

taken a 'coursé in that area in terms.of their estimates of progress -in s

- -

«

college. The differences in the percentage of students in these two -

&

groups who reported that they had made very much progress in developing

s

their skills are shown in- Table 8. Data pn student estimates of their
1

]

educational progress associated with participation in the various kinds

of courses included in the study are provided in Table 9. ,

3




. art, music, drama, and understanding of others.

<« . - . R * . g . '~
[ a , " 4 * t . ’
A greater percentage of students who had completed at least two courses .

-

in: the humanities than those who had no§ taken a‘course in the humanities reportéd—

that they' made. very much progress in all of the areas of attainment.

L:

These,results were expected since most of the benefits considered are .
R :

desired outcomes of humanities education. Those'who partieipated in humanities -

» - 14 . -~

courses were more likely than those who did not to-feel that they had made

\1 - &
.

much progress in ohtaining a brdad general’education,'thinking critically, becoming

" aware og différent points of view, understanding social issues, putting together

14 \ .-

ideas to see relationships, similarities and differences, writing and speaking

. te

effectively, understanding the societal implications of scientific developments,

and’ developing.an understanding of art, music, and drama. ) FEPUNE

: . ot N ' '
With respect to the scierces and social sciences, a greater percentage of

students,who had taken those courses than ‘those who had n?t taken,those courses

-

-

E N - . .-
reported very much.progress in gaining a broad general -education, thinking critically,

A

-putting together ideas to see r°lationships, similarities, and differences,

~ - - > ‘

:understanding the socia1 implications of scientific 1ssues, and, particukarly

in the social sciences, understanding-social isgues. dh the other hand, there

was 1itt1e or no differences between those who had completnd cours@s in the’
~,

sciences or social sciences and those who=had not in terms of the percentage

who’made very much progress in developing an understanding and enjoyme?t of

1 -
.

<

. - ?
At the other end of the benefits continuum, the percentage of students who

-

4
%

felt they made very much progress toward the attainment of most of the . .

i)
3
.
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educational outcomes did not increase as sdbsténtially for those who completed
6 i ' \ -

' courses in business and occupational technology areas as 1t did for students .
k)

- who' completed courses in areas of the libera® arts. ‘These redults suggest
\ I that enrollmen&?in bus;ness or %ccupationdl~course$"does not contribute as [ ’ —
‘s . much to student\attainmentoof traditional generaI‘eddca;ion objectives as . o
o ; participation in courses in the huﬁaﬁdties, sciences, or socialnsciences. ) N

. - + <1 ¢ ’
L .

Breadth of exposure to the curriculum and student attainment. In order

to obtain a degree, students at mosg colleges are required to take courses from~ )
. ’ . v . - J
. . a number b6f curricular areas such as the humanities, sciences, so¢ial scisuces, )

“and mathematics. The rationale forqinstituting‘this distribution requirement ‘ . :
: "t is to prqmoteithe breadth of student,competencies through egposing them to a

. wide range of subject areas.” If this assumption is truey then we would ptedict

¢
L4 R B -

R L that the greater the range of subject areas taken, the greater the..breadth of ..'
- ’ \ *
student skills and competenties. ) . ’ ‘
. 5 ! . In order to eiamine the validity of the assumption, .,a Breedth Index was
- ‘et
- created “This‘was a measure withln the liberal erts curriculum- of the number

i » 3 ‘<
7‘ . . N 9, . -
of. areas’ in which a student had taken courses. A score of four was assigned to oy

r . -
- .

. those students who had completed courses in each. of the following four areas:
- H - (1) the humanit{es, (22 sciendes, (3) social sciences, and (4) .mathematics. : -
Stndents ;ho had taken courses i all %ut‘one of these subject areas received -
a score\of three, and so on. The information preseuted ln Tabie 10 shows  the petcen-
- ‘ tage,of‘students in each of the Breddth Index'categories who rated their ability‘
l " todo an activity;as good or ‘excel].ent.:A . i h

ve - _ .

In most instances, the increase in the number of liberal arts areas taken
} o ) -
5 15 .. .
by students was accompanied-by a rise in the percentage who rated their-skills i .

. v
-, »
- A

as good or excellent. In fact, for each of the eleven competencies considered,

R N [+
“the percentage of students who felt confident in their skills was greatest
- . ¢

<

(1

R among those who had received a score of four on the Breadth Index. Such

¢

| . ‘ . 10 12 ' ‘_' ,G,".'; ' o N

o/J




findings lend support to the assumption underlying general education distribution

requirements--namely, the greater the breadth of exposure to the libera! arts,

the greater ‘the range of competencies developed

-
®

!

Courses completed by students with different educational objectives,
" Since, the mid 1960s, there has been a dramatic increase in the proportion of

stndents attending community colleges to prepare for a career. This growth in

occupational enrollments has been accompanied by mounting concern among educa=-

_tors that many of these students would take only those business and occupa-

gain employment and then leave college without . } °,_;4l;
Defenders of occupational programs ‘ ‘

tiomal courses they needed to
having been exposed to the liberal arts.
take issue with these assertions and note that, if anything, fewer students
in liberal arts proérams enroll in occupational courses than the reverse.

A great deal has been said and written about the need for occupational

-
3

progral students to take courses in ‘the humanities as well as the othe. areas
j
of the liberal arts. Much money has ﬁeen spent. in devising ways of incorporating

hulnnities into occupational programs, yet little information is available on -

the actual extent to which students in occupational programs are exposed to
%
Nor are there much data available on what students in

-

SN
.

the liberal arts,
_ occupational programs gain and lose by taking courses in“the'liberal arts as

opposed to taking a comparable number of courses in their occupational field
The information obtained in the survey provides. Sore ev1dence on what courses
. students in occupational and ‘transfer programs have vaken and what benefits members

of each group reported”frbm their experiences in college.
Courses completed by students in transfer and in occupational programs.

Students were asked to identify their primary reason for a*tending college.
"to prepare for a career; to prepare for transfer

The response categories were:

to a four-year college or university; to gain skills necessary for advancement




e
s
N -

in a career; to .obtain a_general educationy to satisfy a personal interest;
and to develop basic learning skdils.

The results reported in Table 11 are for career and transfer students who

c?mpleted 16 or moré college units. Here we find that those preparing to

¥

trausfer (transfer students) were more likely than students preparing for a

career (occupational students) to- have completed courses in the humanities

(92% vs. 79%), social sciences (922 vs.<17Z), sciences (71% vs. 56%), and mathe-

matics/computer stiences (79% vs. 742). On the other hand a greater per-

centage of occupational than transfer students Had taken courses in

»

a course in uathematics or computer sciences. If mathematics and computer

business (63% vs. 53%) and in occupational-technological areas (§0% vs. 36%).

A number of additional findings’ in Table 11 are particularly worth noting.
) " R : : B

1. During, their 16 plus hours of college, nearly all of the students in

» A T e

the two grodﬁ? had taken at least one course in the liberal arts.q%%é

2. Forty-four percent of the students preparing for a career and 29
.percent preparing to transfer had not taken a course in the biological or= '

physical sciences as part of their first 16 plus hours of college.

-

- 3. Twenty-seven percent of the studen%s preparing for a career and

11

21 percent of those attending college to prepare for transfer had not taken

sciences were treated as separate categories, the percentage of students who

~had not taken courses in either of these areas undoubtedly would be substantialiy

-

lhigher.

4. Just over one-half (51%) of the students attending college to prepare
for a career had taken seven or more courses in the liberat arts while a

substantial percentage of those attending to prepare for transfer had taken at

d




‘than those attending college to prepare for a career r: for transfer. Over 70

»skillg tc advance in their career and over 40 percent 6f the students taking

_ areas. Without exception, students in these groups were above the sample ‘

_or occupational.

least one course in business (53%) and/or in an occupational-technology -area

(362). o ‘
. .
The information presented in Table 11 shows that students attending college

-,

- ; ! _ .
%o gain ether skills necessary for 'advancement in their career or to satisfy

-a personal interest were older and had gompleted a greater ihmber of credits

- -

percent of the students in the career advancement and personal-development

e . ¢ s — -
-

groups were 23 years of age or older, and close to one-half ofithem had

-

conﬁletea over 60 udits of college credipﬁ

o

As shown in Table 11, over one-half of those attendipng cdllgge to gain L

» A ~ =

classes for personal interest had scores of four on the Breadth Index, which

means that they had completed courses in each of the liberal arts curricular

average in terms of the number of courses completed in each of the subject
. x s - ~ . - t ‘
Hence, it would be misleading to characterize these students
1 .

areas considered.
having educational backgrounds that were primarily liberal arts, business, - -f

a

R

Estimates of educational progress made by career and transfer students.

Differences in the kinds of courses taken by students preparing_

for transfer and those preparing for careers were reflected in the amount -

* » -

of progress each group felt it made in various achievement areas,

L

These

findings are reported in Table 12.-

. A greater percentage of transfer-oriented than career-oriented students

veported that they had made much progress toward gaining a broad general education,




2
.

understanding and enjoying art, music and drama? expressing ideas effectively
: - Y

in writing, becoming aware of different points of view, understanding social

issues, understanding the social implications of science, and thinking critically.

¥
y

,The differences between the two groups were slight in the remaining six areas of

i
i
1

attainnent except in acquiring a background for further education in some .
profesdicnal field where a greater pergentage;of career than'tradsfer program

students felt thef had made very‘much progress. As illustrated in Table 12,

a greater percentage of transfer students than those in the other categories

- reported that they had made very much progress in nearl§ all areas of attainment.

Ratings of abilities by transfer and career program studeats. Transfer- - —— ——

students were more likely than career-oriented students to rate their skills as
& < M

4,

: goad or excellent in nine of the eleven ability areas examined. However,, in only

~

; four of these ability areas did the differences b?tween these two groups exceed

n

five pefcent. These were the abilities to examine ideas critically (82% vs. 762), ;
i ’ speak in a foregin language (202 vs. 132), understand one's cultural heritage .

? . (742 vs, 66%), and understand different cultures (60% vs. 467%) . These’findings S —

. are depictedlin Table 13. - . ' e

- __ Reasons studeats give for not enrolling in courses. Respondents to the survey

were asked to indicate the most im mportant reason they had for not enrolling ina

particular type of course. The response categories were 'mot required for my

’
"

_ : program,’ "courses do not interest, me," "too much required reading,' and ''too much

required writing." The responses to this item given by those who had completed

Ly

’ i6 or more credit hours are presented in Table l4.

.

: . The most frequently‘cited.reason for not taking liberal arts courses was that

= 8 -

o

it was not required. Not interested in the course was the second most common
reason given for not having participated in liberal arts courses. Too much .
~ .
required reading was cited by about ten percent of the students as the major

reason they had for not enrolling in courses in literature/humanities/philosophy

M1 6.

i,
1}
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 they did not particpate in art; music, theatre, or foreign language courses because

reason they had for not taking4c9urses in litefature/hqmanitieéjiphilosophf (322),

5

(132), social/natural/biological/physical sciences (12%), and political science/

history (9%). Less than ten percent of the respondents said that they did

not enroll in one of the six subject areas considered because there was “too

" much required writing. <

[

Reasons given by students in career and transfer programs for not taking -
/ -

/

/liberal arts courses. About twice as many students attending college to prepare

for a career as those preparing to transfer indicated that "not being required

(

for the maior" was the primary reason they, had for not participating in courses

in literature/humanities, philosophy, mathematics, sciences)social sciences, and #

A political science/bistoiy,; Ldkewise,-about 70 percent in each group noted that

.

the courses were not required. s

3

- It is imporﬁaqt Ebvnote that a high percentage of those prepariidg to transfer

il

=1 z

noted that too much required reading or too much required wriﬁing ;as the primary

4

*

7sciences/sociai'sciénces (29%), and political science?history (20%). It should also
be ﬁointed out that-close to oﬁe-half_of the transfer program students who had

avoided mathematics and 40 percent of-those who had not taken courses in the

-

sciences or social sciences did so because they were not interested in

those subjects. These findings are reported in Table 15.

——

Relationship between students ratings of their abilities and their experiences

" in college. Previous research has shown that there is a positive relationship
—_— .

between how students rate their skills and theatypeé of courses they complete
For example, students who rated their skills in reading as good were much more

11ke1§ to have completed courses in liters.ure and history than those who were

.not confident in their reading skills.




- In this study we foﬁqg that about 20 percent of the students who rated e
- ; / _ /
their skills in reading or writing as fair cr poor cited too much required

4

reading as the major reason they had for not participating in courses
& - .

- in literature/humanities/philqsbphy (22%), sciences/social sciences (20%), and
poiitical science/history (18%). 1In all instances those students who rated

! . one of their skills as fair or poor were much more iikelv than those who rated
. : ’ : . H
) the same skill as good or excellent to say they dia not participate in a course ‘

in which that ability was required because they were not interested in the-

-~

subject.i For examplé, 51 percent of those students who rated their skills in

o the arts as pobr compared to 14 percent who rated themselves as good said they

~

. - - : [N o
did not participate in art-music-theater courses beca&%& they were not interested

in those subjects. What such data suggest is that students tend to avoid classes -

in which they think they will-not do well. .

-

s Why students enroll in courses. The survey was administered to stu&qnts in

- ~cqurse§ during the seventh week of the term. Respondents were, asked to identify
: / R . o , R

= . the primary reason they had for enrolling in the particular coursé they were in

when they were completing the survey. Students responses to tﬂis‘igem for each

-

of the subjecE‘;rea categor%gs are présen;ed in Table 16.

Tﬁeréiwas much variation in'ﬁhe reason students héd for enrblliﬁg in different
> types of coﬁrses._‘For example, within the humanitiés, 35 perceﬁt §f the’students
enrolled to fulfill apgeneral-educatié; or distribution requirement, 18 percent -
did so becaus% it was required:for tﬁ;%r major, and 26 percent did so for personal

enrichment. Nevertheless, the majority of'stgdents in the various areas of the

.liberal arts were taking courses to fulfill a general education:or major field

requifeqent while the majority enroliéd in business and occupational classes

were doing so to develop job-related skills and to fulfill a major field -




requirement.

Only a small percentage of the students cited counselor or facﬁlty encour-

agement, student recommendations, or interesting course descriptions as the most :

¢

important éeason they had for enrolling in the particular course. One exception

/ ~
~

to this statement is composition Where ten percent of the students said they AN

had taken the course because a faculty member or counselor had encouraged them

”

_to do so.

Do the types of learning activities students participate in vary from dne

Y
u

type of’course to another? Students were asked to indicate whether or not they

-had-engaged—in each of thirteen course=related- activities during the first seven

- weeks of the class they were in at the time of the survey. In cther words, if o
i : i -
students were completing the survey during their literature class, they were

instructed to respond to the questions in terms of what they did in that particular

literature class. The pircentage of students who noted that they participated

in-each of the activities is presented in Table 17 for the total sample and Table
- i
18 for students in each of the;course classification categories. Responses for ) i'

s

each typeaof course included in this study*are presented in Table 19.

-
N

o

The thirteen activities listedlingTable 17 were divided inte_three categories--
- ; writing activities, student-instructor contacts, and academic activities. There
is obviously much overlap among these categories but they were created to facil--

’itate the-ease of presenting the data.

. Writing activities. There was much variation among the courses in terms of

how much effort students spent in writing. The percentage of students who
H s

reported that they spent at least five hours or more writing a paper for this

class ranged from a high of 61 percent in composition classes to 38 percent in

17
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the humanities and 32 percent in the ‘social scierces to 24 percent in business,

22 percent in the occupational technologies, 19 percent in mathematics/computer

sciences, and 17 .percent in the sciences.

w

\w, One-fourthiig the sample reported that they had during the first seven

weeks of their class developed a bibliography or set of references for a ter& :
. - . . !
paper or other class assignment. Once again, a greater percentage of the students !

in composition (42%2), social sciences (35%), and humanities (31%) classes

4
~ than those in the other academic areas participated in this activitiy. Only

13 percent of the respondents in the sample had asked the course instructor

for help to improve their writing. This figure would have been even lower had

it ‘not been for the composition courses where 49 percent of the students said

o o - _ =

) they had asked the instructor for help with their writing. - i

Student-instructor contacts. Eight out of tenfparticipaﬁts (80%) in the survey e
- . B ] ' . ’ "
reported that they received”helpful feedback on class assignments, papers, and

tests|from their instructors. .The provision of feedback to students was high =

in all of the cdurse areas. A much smalfer perce\tage of the sample -said that

; ‘they had met their instructor in his or her office (35%), Students in composition Ea

5
I 4

(54%) and occupational-technology courses (46%) weré more likely to have

visited Qith the instructor -than those enrolled in.the other course areas.
. About one-f(ourthp of the resp%andents noted that they bad discussed career plans

and ambitions with their instructor (27%) and/or had discussed,ddeas for a

\

term paper or class project with their instructors (25%). 1In comparison to

the sample average, participants in occupational*technology classes were much
more likely to have discussed career plans and ambitions with their instructors
(47% vs. 27%) while those in composition classes were more likely to have discussed

: ideas for a term paper or project with their instructors (477 vs.'ZSZ)




—

<

Cognitive activities. Over 30 percent of the students in the sample

.said they had thougnt about practical applications of class material (90%),
g ) i

tried to explain the course materials;to another person (79%), tried to see how

facts and figures fit together (73%), worked on an issignment where they had to
: , 1 . a

incorporéte ideas from the course %712); hnd»related course readings to their
personal experiences k61z5: These resﬁlts ind?cate that students are being
stimulat?d to enga%e in actﬁ;;tzzs ﬁhatjdraw u;on high-level'cognitive*skills.
As shown in Table 17,Lstudents were p;rticipatigg in high level learningr :

activities ih all areas of the curriculum.

. Fifty-seven percent of the students said that theyihad>thoughfigyggggj

some of the pplitica&,’religious, sociologicalg and/or economic meanings of |

- H — -_

something they read. Here students en{olled{ié social science (89%) and
H

- ‘ b . > i
humanities (75%) classes were much more likely to have engaged in this intellectual

activity than those in the other types of classes.

- a

e—




'Summary and Conclusions

In the Fall of 1931 a survey was giéen to §,162-students in the state of . .
Washington's community colleges. The results are summarized below. When ’ -

f interpreting these results it is important to keep in mind that io comparison
to the average for alli community college students in Washington, the students

- in the sample were younger and were much more likely to have been enrolled -on
1

a full-ti-e basis. Also, all the findings are based on students' self reportsQ

Student ratiggs of their skills. Students in the sample felt most confident

io their ability to read, write, and speak effectively, appreciate music, and

crfiically examine ideas. They were least.confident in %heir ability to aopreciate -

T e——— - S e

'art, nusic and drama, understand different cultures, and speak in a 1anguage

other . than English
The wmore college units gtudents completed,fthe‘more likely they were to

i . -
rate their skills as, good or excellent. Student ratings of the competencies

» oy
-

»

were related to the kind ‘of courses they completed in college. For example,

students who completed “courses in the humanities were much more likely than --
those who did not complete courses in the humanities to rate their skills as
good or excellent in all of the competency areas considered. Tbis*&as ifh the

expected direction since most of the competency areas in which students were .°
. o -

asked to rate their skills correspond to the objectives of humanities education.

» N v

‘Student estimates of the progress they had made in college. The majority

. > e

of students in the sample reported that they had dade some or, very much progress

in all but one of the 14 areeg of traditional general education objectives.

The one exception was developing an understanding and enjoyment of art, music
land drama, an drea in which 71 percent of the responddnts indicated that they
‘ i

hagd made little or no progress. Areas in which students felt they had madé the

o - . ’ 20

i 22
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~
M -

most progress were: learning on their own, acquiring background for further
. L.
education’in a professional field, becoming aware of different points of view, ° -

and understanding one's self. Among the areas in which,more.than one-third -of

the sample reported little or no progress included: wrltiwg effectively, speaking

effectively, understanding social issues, and understanding the social implications
i

‘ of scientific developments. o !

In most 1nstances, the rise in the number of college units completed was
accompanied by an increase in the percentage who reported that they made very NN

A

“ much progress in achieving important objectives of general education. There

S

- ,was a pogitive relationship between the types’of courses students had“completed‘

and the amount of progress.they reported in competency areas which those

€ . v 2
-

) . courSes were. designed to promote. To illustraEe’ a greater percentage of

students who had completed at least two- courses in the humanities than those who_

had not, felt that they had made very much progress in all of the areas of
N .

of the benefits considered

= attainmen’.- These results were expected/ since fnbs

]

in this study are'desired outcomes of hun ducation. The results of 4

.- - v -

5 e this study suggest that enrollment in business or occupational courses does not
contribute’ as much to student attainment of general educational outcomes as
- -participation in courses in the humanities, sciences, or social sciences.jfﬁ =

Breadth of exposure to the curriculum. Students who had completed one or ‘;f §
- %

more courses in each.of four liberal arts areas--humanities, mathematics,

sciences, and social sciences--were more likely than those who had taken courses

in three or fewer of these distribution areas to rate a greater number of their’

bskills as good or excellent and to report that they had made very much progress
on a larger number of the measures of attainment. Such findings lend support
to‘the assunption underlying generalAeducation distribution requirenents-rnamely,
the greater the breadth of expostire to the liberal arts, the greater the range

= ~ -

of competencies developed. .
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€omparisons between students attending college to prepare for transfer and

-3

those attendingfcollege to prepare for a career.” A greater percentage of
> <
transfer~than-career-oriented students had taken courses in the humanities,

s

©

|
social sciences, sciences, and mathematics or computer sciences. On the other

~ _hand, a greater percentage of occupational than transfer program students had

FullToxt Provided by ERIC.

completed courses in business and in an occugational ‘or technological area.

. -
Nevertheless, just oWer one—half‘of éhe students attending college to prepare for
- . - o , oo
a career had taken seven or more courses in the liberal arts while a Substan?ial

. »~

percentage of those attending college to prepare for transfer -had taken at

——
0

least one course in business or i ancnxupational or technological area. JIn

' general, the differences in™t ind of courses taken by students preparing for

i

transfer and those preparing for careers were reflected in the amount of

progress each group felt it had made in various achievement areas, :
- Reasons students gave for enrollingﬁand for not enrolling in'liberal arts

s courses. There was much variation in the reasons students- had for enrolling in
different kinds of courses. For example, wiggin the humanities, 36 percent .
of the students—enrolled to fulfill a general education or distribution-
reguirement,‘26 percent did so £or-persona1 enrichment, and 18 percent enrolled
because it Vasarequired for their major. These percentages are similar to - -

those reported by students in other areas of the curriculum. "Not required"”
was the most frequently cited reason for not taking courses in various liberal
arts areas. 'Not interested in the course" was the second .most common reason
for not having participated in liberal arts courses.

One in five students who rated their skills in reading‘or writing as fair
or poor cited too much required reading as the principle reason they had‘for

rnot,participating in courses in literature, humanities, philosophy, sciences,

social sciences, and history. ‘In all instances, those students who rated one of




“

their skills as fair or poor were much more likely than those who rated the same

a . -

skills as good or excellent to say they did not participate in a course in which
that;ability was required because they were not interested in the subject,

Such data suggest that students tend'to avoid courses in which they think
i
4they uill not do well, . _ '

-
. °

Activities in which students in different types of courses participate. ]
5 - - B
. - Students enrolled in. composition, humanities, and social sciences courses were

—

more likely than those in other subJecthareas td have engaged in writing A

’activities during the, first seven’ weeks of the term.

-

. ) of composition, more than half the students in the remaining subject areas

~

However, with the exception

% ) had not, spent a total of five hours or more writing a paper for their class,
5 : ' developing a bibliography for a class assignment, or asking their instructor

: for help to improve their. writing.

r * <
-

With respect to student-instructor contacts, eight'out of ten participants

.

in the survey reported that they received helpful feedback on class assignments._

- A much smaller percentage of tH!’sample said that they had met their instructor

in his or her office, discussed carler plans and ambitions, or discussed ideas

-

for a term paper or project.
A high percentage of the students in most of the, subject areas noted that

t

during the first seven weeks of the term they had thought about practical

- i
applications of class materials, tried to explain the course material to another
person, tried to see how facts and figures fit together, worked on an assignment

" in which they had to incorporate ideas from the course, and related course

readings to their personal experiences.

'Such findings indicated that students

.

are being stimulated to engage in activities that draw upon high~level skills.

” -

Importance of assessing the benefits of academic programs. During the

next two decades, community college leaders will be faced with several changes‘

E)

in’their environment:

(1) a 25Zpercent decline'in the traditional 18 tot22ﬁ

Iy

E]
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. 1) b M s . ~e .
>
£-5 ) . N )
. ' ' \ o -
year old college population; (2) an increase in the competition for high .
"~ school graduates by four-year colleges and u;iversities, the military, . ) <
- = . " -

proprietary schools, and business and industry; éhd (3) efforts by state policy' .

makers to cut costs in higher education through elimination of marginal - -
- 3

. t

programs and reducation of'duplicatioﬁ among the segments of postsecondary . -

v Y

education, These changes have important implications for the future of community

) \ . | .

college academic dégree programs.

.+ Community colleges in most states are likely to face{increésed competition

Y -~
£ -

from other imstitutions; particﬁlarly for full-time academic transfer students.

In order for the academic program$ to remain competitive, community college

educators will have to,provi&e evidence that their programs are as good or
better than comparable ones offered by bther postsecondary institutioms. v

Competition for enrollments within Eommunit§ colleges will also intensify '
In otder to attract sufficient enrollments-and resources; -~ -

H . oy

during the i9§03.

Tliberal arts educators will have to document the value of their courses to
i

students, ficulty in the occupational and technological programs, adminis:rators,

‘

and college trustees. This can best be achieved by documenting the knowledge . .

.and skills students acquire in their courses and by demonstrating the demand

. R . 9
for these skills. N -

Community college academic programs are often evaluated according to the

<
-

number of- degrees conferred and the number of students transferred. This is

unfortinate since in a given year, less than five percent of the students

enrolled in community colleges obtain an associate degrke and transfer to a

four-year college or univérsity. Operators of the collegiate
3 .

programs will need to document the contribution >f their courses to students

- -
] <
oo v s * - .
N ?

b
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- in the various college constituency groups, irrespective of whether they obtain

associate degrees or not. . ) A

Conclusioh. One of the primary gurposeé'of this project was to examine "

-

<the value of community college liberal arts programs. The results of this

kstudy gﬁowed that a high percentage of students in Washington's community colleges

H ~ ~

career, ;ransfer, and personal enrichment programs participated in and benefitted ) -

¥

)

from liberal arts courses. Traditionmal college dourses should be maintained in

e,

comnuq;gy coilegés since they promoté the attainment of desired goals‘of general
edqqatiqgﬁ;qb@ as gaining a broad general education, developing an understanding

7and enjoyment of art, music, drama, gritiné clearly and effgctively, Becbming .

aware of different points of view, and'developing thé ability to think analyti;ally

and logically. = i
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ENROLIMENT. STATUS - |
PART=TIME—(B=T UNITS) .

'FuLL-TiMe (10 OR MORE UNITS) .°  78%

TABLE l' :

 CONPARISON OF SAMPLE WITH

o

STATE FIGURES FOR FA'J., 1981

28

(17-20. 4%

-

(21-29)° 343

IR .xg____e_-r'*?qz‘—___‘_—}

56%
Luz




.TABLE 2

STUDENT RATINGS OF THEiR ABILITIES .
WASHINGTON (N=6,162)

kd

EXCELLENT/ EAIk/ o -
. - 7 ’ - /{
© READ EFFECTIVELY- ) v A 197 .
APPRECIATE MUSIC

CRITICALLY EXAMINE IDEAS
- H‘RLT«E—EJ: F‘E CTIVELY e -
! )
SPEAK EFFECTIVELY

UNDERSTAND CULTURAL HERITAGE .

. / L
"APPRECIATE ART

-~

USE -MATHEMATICS. TO SOLVE PROBLEMS

4 .

APPRECIATE THEATER AND DRAMA

UNDERSTAND DIFFERENT CULTURES

S@EAK-IN A LANGUAGE OTHER THAN ENGLISH

!
/




TaBLE 3
PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS WHO RATED THEIR SKILLS
" AS "GOOD” OR "EXCELLENT” BY
" NUMBER OF UNITS COMPLETED :
| " Musper of QUARTER HouRs CoMPLETED

!

L 0 . 115 16-30 - 5160 61+ .

. i [ u S ;“ 1,350) - (N=919) (N=763) (= 1 EUD] [“ 1 553
CRITICALLY EXAMINE IDEAS /0% 74% 7% 814 T
SPEAK IN. A FOREIGN LAﬂggAﬁE__»—-—*d¥ﬂ?""—"‘15%d- 172 18 - 187%.

FPRECIATE: ART 612 . 63% 61% 627 661 -
APPRECIATE‘MUSIC | 8% - 79% 0% . 8% 8%
{APPRECIATE THEATER AND DRAMA S4% 597 5l 562 .° 612 7?
" UNDERSTAND GULTURAL HERITAGE ' o 65% - 67% - Q97 3% 73% ;
USE MATHEMATICS TO SOLVE PROBLEMS’ 564 . - 55% 607 622 . . 681 %é
"UNDERSTAND DIFFERENT CULTURES 2% . 467 52% 534 643/
. READ EFFECTIVELY P U 81% 83% 871 .-
©° WRITE EFFECTIVELY 682 708 69% 7%%—“":7”380Zf ’
EXPRESS MYSELF WHEN SPEAKING 64s 714 69 71T - -76R

30




3

Table 4

Percentage of Students Who Rated Their Skills as "Good" or
"Excellent" by Types of Courses Completed

(N=6,126)
-/ Critically Speak A Apprec1ate Learn / }
3 ¢ Examine Foreign Appreciate Appréciate Theater on
: : -__ldeas Language Art Music and Drama Own
Anthropology T . ’ .
No course . 77% 15% 61% - - 80% 56% 46% -
- ., ' One or more courses - 88% “18% 73% 83% -66% 52%
AR Art H1story/Apprec1at1on : e .
- "No course ; / 76% 15% 58% 80% 55% T 458 -
= '+ ~One or more courses - - 85% 19% 78% 84% 64% T 3% ¢
g Biological/Physical Sciences " ) !
. No course - - . M%—65—_61% 80% T 54% 44%
= ot TOFe courses: - 85% 16% 66% , - 81% 61% - 51
% Business ’ . . . _
No course 76% 16% 64% 81% 56% 4%
One or more courses f - 82% 16% 61% 80% - 60% 51%
Cultural-Geography ’ )
No course. R 77% 15% - 62% . 80% 56% 46%
ESEne or more courses - 86% 21% 70%’ - 84% 65% 57%
-No course £t . 79% 1 12% ;63% 81%: - 58% 47%
One or more courses 75% 40% 619 - 76% ’ 51% .. 52%
. Foreign Lanquage .. - )
7 No course - 7% 1% 61% 80% 55% .. 46% -
_One or more courses 84% 34% 68% 81% / 64% / 53%.
Histéry ' . . ) ’ ;
‘No course ; . 75% /" 15% 60% 80% 54% 45%
One or more courses 85% _ 18%. - 67% 82% . 63% . 51%
- Humanities - .
"No course 73% 15% . .59% -80% 52% 43%
Oné or more courses 84% 17% 67% 81% 63% " 51%°
Literature . L ‘ ’ : .
No course . ) 74% - 16% 59% 80% 53% as5%
One or more courses - 86% -16% 69% * 82% 66% 51% :
-~ Math/Computer Sciences - . -
No course 74% 15% 64% 82% 58% 424 .
. One or more courses 83% 18% 62% 79% . 57% 52%
., Music H1story-Apprec1at1on N - o :
.%s - No course % 78 15% 60% 79% . 55% 46%
One-or more: courses L 83 - 21% . 14% 87% : 67% _51%
. Occupational-Tech.” = - . N Lo
No course 75% 17% 62% 814 4 = 57% - 44% -
One or more courses ‘ 85% 14% 64% 807 58% 52%
Philosophy-Ethics A ‘ / ;
* No course = - 76% 15% 61% 80% 55% 46%
One or more courses . 88% 18% 69% 82% 66%- 51%
Political Science , o
"""No course" / - . TT% 15% 62% 81% 56% 46%
One or more courses 86% 17% 64% - 78% 62% 51%
Social Science * - ) ' :
No course - : 73% 15% 61% 81% 54% 447
: One or more courses - 84% 16% 64% 80% 60% 50%
© - Theater/Filim History-Appreciation o ! ~
.~ No'Course . 783 5% . 61% 80% 54% 46%
RJ?:‘ One or more courses K 86% 18% - 76% 874 80% - 53%
- i = ’311' )




Table 4 (cont'd.)

One or more courses ‘ 314

i“ .1l

37%

32 “

. Become Develop -
- Aware of Sense _Understand ' Understand
Speak wmtef - Different of Social . Scientific
Nath -Effectively Effecu vely Viewpoints: Values Issues Developments
__'2&_91.
No course . - ’ 18% 22% 40% 32% 19% 18% -
.One_or more courses 25% 31% 49% 38% 31% 30%
Art History/Appfreciation .
Mo course : 17% 22% 40% 32% 19% . 18%
: ; One-or more courses 27% 28% _47% 37% [ 25 - 2%
S 'Bw_glcallPhyswcal
Scienaces . - ! S e
" No-course - i e 16% s — — 2VE— T 38% - 32% 18% - " 14%
One or more courses 23% 27% - 46% . 35% 24% . 27%
Business i . .
Mo course 17% 23% 39% 325 19% 20%
One_or more courses 22% {. 25% 44% 35% 23% 20%
Cultural Geography . ; R
No course 18% 23% 41% 33% v 19% 18%
£ s?e or more courses - - 29% 30% 48% 37% 31% 29%
N " Mo course. 18% 23% 42% 32% 20% 20%
* One or more courses 24% . 25% 40% 38% . 1 24% 20% T
Foreign ianguage i ‘ ‘ .
No course . / 18% 23% " 41% - 33% 20% ©.18%
One or more courses 24% 25% .40% . 38% - 24% 20%-
Hlstog S ’
Mo course : 17% 21% 39% © 32% 17% 17%
/  Ope-or more courses 25% - 28% 46% 35% 28% 25% - ]
Humanities : : - T
No -course 14% 18% 36% - 30% 16% 15% =
One or more courses - 25% 29% 48% , 37% 26% 25%
Literature © .
No course - 16% 20% 38% 3N =18% 16%
One or more courses’ 24% 30% 48% 36% .25% 25%
Math/Computer Sciences ' .
No course 17% 22% 39% 32% 19%., 15%
(ne-or more courses 21% - 25% 44% 34% 22% 23% - et
Music . ‘ _
No course 17% 22% 40% 32% 19% - 19%
(ne or more courses 28% 29% 48% 39% 28% 24%
Occupational-Tech. ‘ '
No-course - ;17% 22% ~40% 32% 20% 17%
One or more courses . 23% 26% - 44% 34% 22% 24%
_-Philosophy-Ethics Lo ) .
No -course 0 17% 22% 40%. 32% 19% 18%
One or more courses "26% 29% , 48% - 36% 28% 27%
Political Science - : ) )
No course 18% 23% - 40% "33% 18% 18%
One or more courses 26% 27% L1479 34% - 3% 26%
~ Secial Science : ) , '
No course - 15% " 19% 36% 30% - 15% 15%
One Or more courses 23% 27% 46% 36% 26% 23% -
Theater/Film History- . . ,
Appreciation - . . / .
~No course . ©18% 22% 40% 32% 20% 19%
51% 39% 29% 28%




Table 5 o

‘Percentage -of Students Who Rated Skill As "Good" or
“Excellent" by Number of Courses Completed In a Subject Area -
- (N=6,126)
. Social - Math/ Occupatianal
Number of Courses -Huranities Sciences Sciences Comp. Sci. Business _Technical
Critically Examine Ideas . : . ) .
0 - 12% 72% 74% 74% 76% %% -
I . = 74% 77% 81% 79% 81% 80% -
. 2ormore_ - - - 83% - ~ 83% 88% 85% 83% 87% -
Speak Foreign Langudge ‘ .

0 ~ . 12% 14% C16% 15% 16% 17%

1~ - 14% . 14% 15% 15% 7% 15%

2 or more . 20% - +19% -17% 19% 15% 14%
Appreciate Art .

-0 ' 57% - [61% 61% . 64% 64% 62%

1 - 57% 61% 635 -, 63% 62% 64%

2 or more . 67% 65% 68% - 61% 61% 65%
Appreciate Music . . . . : o ]

0 ) 80% 81% 80% 82% 81% 81% :

1 . 74% - 79% 80% 79% 80% 79%

2 or more 82% 80% 82% 79% 80% 80%

* Understand Cultural Heritage : X

0 ] 62% 64% 66% - 68% 68% 68%

1T - 69% 64% 75% 72% 72% 72%

2 .or moge 74% - 75% 73% % - 71% 71%

Use Math to Solve Problems , : : -

0 s ; 60% 60% - 58%.- 50% 58% 57% .
- 1 ‘ . 63% 65% 61% . 57% 62% . 62%

2 or more : 61% 61% 67% 79% - 67% . 71%
Understand Different Cultures ~ ° ! , | ‘

0 ‘ a1% ©40% " 45% 46% 50% - 50%

1 . 486% 46% 57% - 54% 54% 54%

2 or more co 60% 61% 62% 58% 54% ., 55%
Read Effectively

0 . 76% 76% 77% 79% 79% 80%

I T 79%-- . 78% 85% . 83% 81% - 79% -

2 or more 84% 85% 88% 84% 85% 85%
Write Effectively o
.0 67% 67% 69%. % 71% 72%

1 : 73% 1% 77% 77% 73% ;o 72%

2 or more 77% 78% 82% 74% 79% b 76%

. Speak Effectively , , ' L
o0 66% 66% . 67% 69% 68% 70%

1 ) 68% 68% 74% 73% 73% 69%

2 or more 74% - 74% 77% 72% 75% 74%
Appreciate Theater . L

0 L 51% 52% 54% 58% 56% 57%

1 ! . 49% 52% . 57% 58% 59% 57%

- 2 or'more : 62% 61% 64% 56% 60% 58%
*




TABLE 6 -

IN THINKING ABOUT YOUR EXPERIENCES AT THIS COLLEGE,
HON MUCH PROGRESS HAVE YOU MADE IN EACH OF THE FOLLOWING AREAS7

N=6,126 )
N ~VERY MucH SQME ”IIIIrE{NQnE ‘
. . x ) ; .
i R .
= LEARN ON OWN , .y sz 117
_ " . PQUIRING BACKGROUND FOR FURTHER EDUCATION. IN AL o ' ‘
' PROFESSIONAL FIELD _ 437 417z - 167
UNDERSTAND DIFFERENT KINDS OF -PEOPLE u2% 41z - 17%
: UNDERSTAND MYSELF--ABILITIES, INTERESTS, PERSONALITY 41%2  41Z 19%.
£ "BECOME AWARE OF DIFFERENT POINTS OF VIEW 417 41% 18%
: PuT .IDEAS TOGETHER TO SEE' RELATIONSHIPS _ 36%7 - 45% 20%
. GAIN A BROAD GENERAL EDUCATION ~ ~ 367 - 457 20%
~ DeveLop SENSE OF VALUES S S, 3% 9% 28%
- THINK CRITICALLY ' 3% 48t - 207
WRITE EFFECTIVELY o 47 - 27 343
.7UNDERSTAND SOCIAL ISSUES ' C2Ar 4 37%
i V
~~ UNDERSTAND SOCIAL IMPLICATIONS OF SCIENTIFIC ) :
DEVELOPMENTS , 20% . 34z - 47
SPEAK EFFECTIVELY 197 437 -387%
DEVELOP UNDERSTANDING AND ENJOYMENT OF ART, S
MUSIC, DRAMA 122 17% /1%
.
!
. -
— ;‘
34




" TasLe 7

PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS WHO REPORTED THAT THEY MADE
- VERY MUCH PROGRESS TOWARD: ACHIEVING
DESIRED EDUCATIONAL OBJECTIVES -

;

o | .0 1-15 16-30 3160 61+

Bewgerr Area | (NEL3SD (N=919) Q763) (1,500 su_1455__
. . BAcxeRouun‘?oa FURTHER EDUCATION 283 333 413 f 49% ‘59%
"BROAD GENERAL EDUCATION 247 257 302 47k . L6z
2 ENJOYMENT OF ART, Music, DrAma 107 @ 12 14 167
- SELF-UNDERSTANDING : 34z 3% - 39% - 46% uez -
 UNDERSTAND OTHERS A ) S 463 . wm
THINK CRITICALLY 1o s w3 433
Put IDEAS TOGETHER 262 % 33 - 3% bz
'LEARN ON THEIR OWN - S 39% 452 Wi - 505 - 7 ' 53%°
E 1 FFECTIV | -
R R G| T VELY 7 6% 9% . 3% %
E - » ‘ .
g R ST S SR T, S
" BECOME I B ;
NI B SR ETIE A S S 2
- DEVELOP SENSE OF VALUES  , 28 311 - 31 38 357 ]
. UNDERSTAND soclIAL ISsuEs  ° 157 . 169 197 27% Soug -
" UNDERSTAND SOCIAL IMPLICATIONS o (
Dos SCIENTIFIC DEVELOPMENT 122~ .16% 19% 238 262 -,
f
-

35
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'lsz: 2 or more.

Table 8
Percentage of Students Who Reported "Very Much" Progress
By Number.of Courses Completed in a Subject Area

e (N=6,126)
Social i Occupational-
Number of Courses ) Humanities Sciences Sciences Business Technical
Background for further education .
35%° 6% 38% 392 367
1 45% 472 47% 427 477
2 or more 48% 47% 53% 54% 622
Broad General Education - “
.0 - 246% " 23% 30% 332 34%
I 302 - 33% 467 397 -40%
2 or more 447 457 44% 427 392
Enjozgent of Art Mnsic, Drama - "
.0 . 7%, 10% 11% 147 127
1 7% 127 14% 13% 13%-
. 2 or more ¢ 17% T 147 147 92 122
- Self Understa&din& . ! ’ ﬂ
0 i35% 36% - 392 40% 39%-
1 412 402 42%° . 39% -40%
2 or more 7y 4 442 , 45% 4467 452
’ Understanding Others - . C
0. 39% 40% 427 42% 427
o1 4272 43%° 437 407 412
© 2 or moﬁg1 43% 42% 41% 43% To44%
Critical in -
24% " 25% 27% 307 28%
1 27% 3072 35% 322 3072
2 or more . 377% 37% 417 367 41%
_ Put Ideas Together .
[ -~ 28% 28% - 32% 347 32%
1 36% 37% - ~40% 35% 37%
. 2 or more 4072 40% 432 “40% 447
fLearn on Their Own -
0 - 417 427 447 - 447 447
1] 49% 50% 48% 49% 47%
2 or more "~ 51% 507 53% - 527 557
Speak Effectively .
.0 . 137 137 _167% 17% 17%
1 N 17% 17% 237 21% 227
2 or more 237 247 247 237 247
Write Effectively - N
0 17% 19% 21% 23% 22%
1 212 ~ - 21%z . -- 28% 247 25%
2 or more 282 27% 27% 26% 26%
Become Aware of Different Viewpoints
0 . : 33% " 35% 38% 39% 407
1 . 43% 417 46% 407 447
2 or more N 462 46% 45% 467 447
Develop Sense of Values RN
0.! .28% 297 327% 32% . 32%
1 | 342 35% 35% 327 33z
2 or more 362 367 347 36% 35%
Understand Social Issues : .
0 132 13% 18% 197 20%
1- - 20% 18% 25% . 23% 217
2 or more 25% 27% 23% 23% 227
Understand Scientific Developments ; N ’
: 0 . 13% 13% 14% N, 20% 17%
18% 21% 227 217 = 207
24% 24 302 192

252




Anéhrogologz
No course
One or more courses i

Art History/Appreciation -

_ No course :
" One or mr‘e courses

Biological/Physical Sciences

Table 9

! -
‘ Percentage of Students Who Reported That They ‘Made
"Very Much" Progress Toward Achieving Desired Education Objectives

=

No course st

One- or more courses -
. Business

No course

One or more courses
Cultural Geography -

No course ’

One or more courses
BSL

No_course

One or more courses P

Yore:lgf Language

No course
One or more courses

7 lnstog ]

No' course
One or more courses

- Bumanities - - -

No course

» One or more courses

Literature
No course )
One or more courses

"+ Math/Computer ‘Sciences

~ No course
One Or more courses
Music t:istory-Appreciation
No course -
One or more courses
‘Occupational
. No course ;7
. One or more courses
‘Philosophy~Ethics
sNo course °
“One. or more courses
Political Science
No course
One or more courses
, Social Sciences '
One or more courses ]
N had ¢

Appraciation
Mo course
-One or more courses

(N=6,126)
Gains
Background Broad  Understand .
For Further General . Art,Music, i Self- Understand Critical
Education Education, Theater Understanding Others Thinking
35% 122 46% 42% 0% -
47% 172 44% 42% 427
33% 82 39% 417 29% ¢
46% 26% 47% 45%] &1z
.. 307 117 39% Poh2x 27% -
45% 142 443 42% 18z
33% 14% . 402 42% 307
417 112 42% - 42% 34%
43% 35% 127 40% 417 30%
512 ~ 462 162 46% 46% 22
I’ B ‘i ) -
443 36% 122 41% AT 322
40% 392, 142! 3432 49% - 302
43% 347 12% 40% 422 -30% -
47% 443 15% 44% 42% © 38%

. 42% 312 102 397 412 28%
47% 47% 162 45% 44% 39%
387 27% 9% U372 407 26%
492 46% o 16%° 45% 442 38
39% 31% 102° 38% 41% 27%
51% 46% . 167 45% 443 392
362 302 13% 39% 43 2832
50% 42% 12% 42% 41% 36%

432 34 9% 39% 41% 307
48% 487 - 28% 48% 463 39%
362 " 34% 127 39% 427 282
58% 39% 127 43% - 43% 387
422 342 “11% 40% 42% 297

512 462 17% 45% 42 427 -

421 34% 12% 41% 422 30%
49% 45% 147 . 42% 433 - 41
36% 25% 117 372 5 41% 262
502 46 © 147 44% 43 364
437 - 352 10% 40 41% 312
51% 50 287 47% 507 42%

37

C—
'
L




Table 9 (cont’d.)

Put - Understand Use Math Understand Read Write Speak
Ideas Cultural® To Solve Different Effect~ Effect~ Effect-
 Together Heritage Problems Cultures ively = ively ively

Anthrogologz i i v i ’
-+ No course ’ 34% 682 62% 48% . 80% , 727
One or more courses! 45%: 792 - 61% - 73% 897 T84%
—'Axt History/A; reciation :
No course 347 . 672 627 48% 80% 72%
- One or more courses ° 432 76% 607 652 . 85% 792
Biological/?hysical Sciences ‘ ) T
" No course . _ 322 66% 58% _45% 77% 69%
) One or more courses ' 42 742 65% 60% 87% 80%
“.Business . . ) : .
- N Fcourée . 342 68% . 582 50% 79% 71%Z2 -
. e or~more courses 38% 71% - 65% . 547 - - 83% 77% % -
nCulturai\gﬁography . S . . .
No course ’ . 35% 68% “612 482 . 80% 727%
One or more courses 447 81% . 662 73% 872 812
- ESL ! . ' . .
" T No course_ g . 36% 69% 612 51% 82% 752
. One or more courses 362 74% 63% - 56% 73% . . 66%
- Foreign Language- 4 '
No _course . . 352 682 - 61% - - - 48% 80% 727,
One or more courses i A1% 76% 63% 67% 862 79%
History" L > B ‘ .
No course 332 652 62% 45% - 782 70%
~ One ‘or more courses 42%° - 78% 612 65% 877% ~ 80%
Humanities ’ - o
- No course . 302 652 602 43% 76% T -68%
. One ‘or more courses , o 422 TIs% 62% 61% 8672 - {797. )
Literature ‘ ) ' ) . o
. No course . . 322 66% 607 46% “-.._  78% 68%
_ 'One or more courses 422 5% 637 . 62% T 88% 82%
Math/Computer Sciences , - ' - .
No course . 32% T 682 502 467 - 79% 717 -
One or more courses 39% 71% 71% 567 832 75%
Music History-Appreciation : a )
s No course 35% 68% 627 49% 802 73%
. One or more courses 402 75% 607 62% : 85% 78% -
Occupational - ) ; :
No course : - 32% 68% 57% Z " 80% 72%
One or more courses L4272 71% 687 2 - 83% 752
Philosophy~Ethics : o “ - o
~No course 34% 677% 617 7 807 72%
One or.mgre courses 44% 78% % 87%
Political 3cienteé - ;
"No= courg:n - 34% 68% 7 807

One or Hore courses ) 45% 782 - 617 86%

Social Sc
No course 302 65% . 77%
One or more courses 41% 73% ¢ 85%
Theater/Film History-
: Aggteciacion .
No -course. - - 35% 68%
One or more course 45% 78%




: | _ TasLe 10 :
: RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN SCORES ON THE BREADTH INDEX
C . AD THE PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS WHO RATED
- THEIR ABILITIES AS GOOD OR EXCELLENT ‘
(N=3,937) '
- ' . BREADTH INDEX Score*
: SKiLL AREA I 7 3 3
READ EFFECTIVELY - . - 717 803 843 - 86%
 APPRECIATE MUSIC . 763 813 81F°  82%
. FRITICAQFY EXAMINE IDEAS S 724 80% 8% 362
WRITE EFFECTIVELY® - 58 727 777 79% .
SPEAK EFFECTIVELY oo o Sézfﬁ 7% 1% 76%-
UNDERSTAND ONE’S CULTURAL HERITAGE 593 683 73 /5%
hereciate T B S A B
. Use MATHEMATICS TO SOLVE PROBLEMS ] 62%3';?;7%7“;~5QZ%\§ 70%
UNDERSTAND DIFFERENT CULTURES - 35% 504  55% ’%snzxxf

SPEAK IN ‘A LANGUAGE OTHER THAN ENGLISH 167 187 157 197 .

Ll
» * - E:

A SCORE OF FOUR ON THE BREADTH INDEX WAS ASSIGNED TO
THOSE ‘STUDENTS WHO HAD COMPLETED COURSES IN EACH OF THE
FOLLOWING AREAS: HUMANITIES, SCIENCES, SOCIAL SCIENCES,
AND MATHEMATICS. STUDENTS WHO HAD TAREN"COURSES IN

, AND S0 ON

THREE OF THESE- ‘SUBJECT _AREAS WERE ASS&IGNED A SCORE OF THREE;




z T X 3 .
: TABLE 11 ‘ -
PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS WHO HAVE COMPLETED ONE OR .MORE T
: COURSES IN A SUBJECT AREA BY PRIMARY REASON FOR ATTENDING COLLEGE* NS
LT : (N=3,937) P Vo
- : : E » _  GAIN SKILLS , -
. PREPARE FOR PREPARE FOR  NECESSARY TO .  PERSONAL..
SR ' __CAREER  __TRANSFER ADVANCE IN CAREER ENRICHMENT-
HUMANITIES : - 79% 92 - 84z o1
" MATHEMATCS/COMPUTER L o ~ S
_SCIENCES - | - 732 - 79% . T6% 4% -
- SoctaLsciences o TR 92 TR}
- . SCIENCES - . s, -7 . - oels 763
 Business” | S csmo T Tsw 0 esR.
- OccupATLONAL-TECHNOLOGICAL 603 > 367 6uz 617
- Nuwser oF -LIBERAL ARTS | o R
ST g . M2 |
7 oR MORE | 51% . 7 627 76%
.o Scofe ox Beeapm Iupex ., - - SRR
gy T 547 517 | 593
3 R 31 33%. 231 247
2 ., 167 10% L 107
T 107 2% 7% 6% .
*ONLY “THOSE STUDENTS WHO COMPLETED 16 OR MORE COLLEGE :

. UNITS WERE INCLUDED IN THIS ANALYSIS
THE LIBERAL ARTS CATEGORY CONSISTED OF COURSES IN THE
HUMANITIES, MATHEMATICS/COMPUTER SCIENCES; SOCIAL SCIENCES,
AND SCIENCES . .

. THE BREADTH' INDEX SCORES CORRESPOND TO THE NUMBER OF _
LIBERAL ARTS CATEGU.IES IN WHICH STUDENTS COMPLETED A COURSE . Y -
A » : -

‘ *ur4()' {..




\ s
‘ TaBLE 12 |
PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS NHO REPORTED THAT THEY MADE
, VERY MUCH PROGRESS TONARD ACHIEVING DESIRED
. EDUCATIONAL OBJECTIVES BY PRIMARY REASON FOR ATTENDING COLLEGE
EB1mARx_REAsQN_EQR_AIIEmnlmﬁ_LQLEEﬁE

\ FPPEPARE PREPARE ADVANCE EE?SONALT
- ﬁa :ﬁﬁggR F?R j ﬁgiif ? g?EI Engn
: BACKGROUND ‘FOR FURTHER EDUCATION .
"IN PROFESSIONAL FIELD ~ -. '~ 497 49% 297

LEARN ON“THEIR OWN ' 50% 43% ' 49% 37%
SELF UNDERSTANDING 43 . 42% 40% 36%
quERSTANp OTHERS C 0 W57 . W27 37% - 29%
BECOME AWARE OF DIFFERENT |

" . VIEWPOINTS , 417 . U7% 8% 32

“€PUT 1DEAS: TOGETHER . 363 . 38%. 37% . 28%
5DEVEL0PISEN$E OF VALUES - 5% 35% | 5% - 25
GAIN A BROAD GENERAL EDUCATION 30% 467 ] 32 29% .

~ THINK CRITICALLY | 3% 361 3% ~30%
WRITE EFFECTIVELY, s - 297 2% | .. 15%

" UNDERSTAND SOCIAL ISSUES 182 25% 207 157.
SPEAK EFFECTIVELY L 13% 22 227 ©15%

- UNDERSTAND SCIENTIF1C DEVELOPMENTS  .18% 24% 18% - 157

- ENJOYMENT OF ART, MUSIC, DRAMA 107 152 7 173




B ‘ - | TaBLE 13
K. © *. PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS WHO RATED SKILL

. © AS "G0OD" OR "EXCELLENT” BY PRIMARY REASON .-

_ READ EFFECTIVELY '
",‘APRRECIATE MUSIC

~ -CrrTICALLY EXAMINE 1DEAS
" H?ITE EFFECTIVELY "
SPEAK EFFECTIVELY
UNDERSTAND CULTURAL HERITAGE

J. APPRECIATE ART

- :‘Uss MATHEMATICS TO SOLVE PROBLEMS
* APPRECIATE THEATER AND DRAMA
UNDERSTAND DIFFERENT CULTURES

SPEAK IN A LANGUAGE OTHER
THAN ENGLISH -

i

PREPARE
es 55"
I 81z
8
762
738
71%
662
622
602
57% )
467

137

s

208

.~ FOR ATTENDING COLLEGE

Pr PARE
FOR_IRANSFER

,'802

822
76%
723
743
63

6UT
573
603

ANCE

1]
H

PERSONAL .

824

? EEE ENRlchENT :

81%
792
73% -
702
72%
637
652

© 567 -
417

152

802
1822
72%
697
697
663
553

595

' 529
133




/ ‘ TABLE:l4 .

- REASONS STUDEMTS GAVE FOR NOT TAKING COURSES ™ ;
- i . 4
i

/ ' /
, .

AR%"/MQS}C/THEATER o e m 12 17
FOREIGN LANGUAGES - L. 6 ; 31% | ‘4% }.; 1zl j‘
"L;TER;TURE/HUMAN¥TIES7PHILO$0PHY - ola 30% 132 | 5%
. PDifT;CALjSCIENCEZHLSfQRY o o o 2% {
Sciences . 5% R A ) 3 ;
arwematics . Lg9; | w5 5

#*

) ONLY THOSE STUDENTS WHO.HAD COMPLETED 16 OR MORE
COLLEGE UNITS WERE INCLUDED IN THIS ANALYSIS

I




o

: ; TaBLE 15 :
REASON STUDENTS GIVE FOR NOT ENROLLING IN COURSES BY

PRIMARY REASON FCR ATTENDING COLLEGE*

b vl s
ArT, Music, THEATSR \ .
. .Nor-aeeﬁfﬁf" ‘ 73Zi T 69%
* ‘NoT INTERESTED : . 26% 29%
- TOO MUCH READING/WRITING _ S 1T ;2%
+ .~ NoT REQUIRED R , . 70% 663
" . NoT INTERESTED - _ 26% 29%
2 TOO MUCH READING/WRITING - .oeug : 5%
| " ,
o NoT REQUIRED . 60 . 31%
< NoT INTERESTED , L ; 27% L 37%
R "Too MUcH READING/WRITING o 133 32% ‘
7 Mamsatics o ‘ S
/. * NoT ReQUIRED . ' T 60 343
NoT INTERESTED- | 3% 1497
TOO MUCH READING/WRITING / 10% /17%
SCIENCES/SQCIAL SCIENCES
NoT REQUIRED : . 67% ~ 317
NOoT TNTERESTED ; ) 25% - 407
Too MUCH READING/WRITING 17 - 297
o e /Ml
Mot ReUIRED = ~ 65% © 497
NOT INTERESTED - 29% : 31%
Too MUCH READING/WRITING 6% 20%

UNLY THOSE STUDENTS WHO COMPLETED 16 OR MORE COLLEGE
UNITS WERE INCLUDED IN THIS ANALYSIS :

4

44"




~ REASONS FOR'
© _ ENRQLLING IN

" GENERAL EDUCATION
"REQUIREMENT

~ MAJOR FIELD
. REQUIREMENT

-DEVELOP JOB-, .
RELATED SKILLS

PERSONAL ‘ENRICHMENT
..Cou; 38 DESCRIPTION
"ENCOURAGED BY
- COUNSELOR OR./

" FACULTY MEMBER

RECOMMENDED BY
" ANOTHER STUDENT

SOUNDED INTERESTING

TasLe 16’

REASONS STUDENTS GAVE FOR. .
ENROLLING IN A PARTICULAR COURSE

CQuB5E_lN_HHlﬁH_SIUDENI&_NAS_ENBQLLEh :
S T ot G e
A - S SRS S U 57
. AR R D A A - 3
62 7 1 208 B/E W
16% 262 102 102 g 13%
o & oz & R/ R
o 5 - 2% 4y 3% j 37
£y AR 2% 0 17 - 19

45




TasLe 17
PERCENTAGE OF STUDENTS WHO PARTICIPATED
IN VARIOUS COURSE-RELATED" ACTIVITIES .
(N=6,162)

>

SPENT FIVE HOURS OR MORE WRITING A PAPER FOR THIS CLASS -

DEVELOPED A BIBLIOGRAPHY FOR PAPER )

AsKeD INSTRUCTOR FOR HELP TO.IMPROVE WRITING
STUDENT-INSTRUCTOR CONTACTS .

RECEIVED HELPFUL FEEDBACK ON ASSIGNMENTS FROM INSTRUCTOR

MET WITH INSTRUCTOR IN OFFICE |

Dlscussso CAREER PLANS WITH INSTRUCTOR

. DISGUSSED IDEAS FOR A TERM PAPER OR OTHER CLASS PROJECT
WITH MY INSTRUCTOR / .

THOUGHT ABOUT PRACTICAL APPLICATIONS OF CLASS MATERIAL

. TrIED TO EXPLAIN THE COURSE MATERIAL To ANOTHER PERSON
TRIED TO SEE HOW DIFFERENT FACTS AND IDEAS FIT TOGETHER
WORKED ON ASSIGNMENT WHERE I INCORPOéATED IDEAS FROM COURSE
RELATED‘COURSE READINGQ TO MY PERSONAL EXPERIENCES

THOUGHT ABOUT SOME OF THE POLITICAL, RELIGIOUS, SOCIOLOGICAL,
AND/OR EGCONCMIC MEANINGS OF SOMETHING 1 READ

.




. Table 18

. Percentage of Students Who Participated in Various
Course-Related ActivitieS‘by Subject Area

Social . Math/
Human1t1es Sciences  Sciences Comp.Sci.
(N=591)  (N=808) ' (N=584) _(N=737)

Business
(N=822)

Writing Activities .
Spend five hours or more

o _
writing a paper for the class 38 - 32% 17% 19%

Asked instructor for help ta i

1mprove urwttng . ) 15% 6% . 5% - 8%

Student‘lnstructor Contacts
Received helpful feedbdck on.

Discussed ideas for a term
paper or other class project

with myginstructor ' 29% 30% 14% 13%
Academic: ’Acti vities %
" Thought about practical -

? Tried to explain.the course
=, Tried to see how d1fferent facts

Worked on assignment where I
incorporated jdeas from course - 70% 65% 62% 71

> Related course readings

. -

—— - Thought about some of the
political,, religious, .
sociological, and/or economic

— A

47

éDévelop a bibliography for a paper 31% 35% 19% 15%

" assignments from instructor 80% - ﬁ. 71% ‘ 76% 84%

Met with instructor in office 38% - 35% % 30%
DisCussed career plans with instructor 20% 19% 24% 20%

applications of class material  89% 7% 90% '93%
material to another person T 83% 81% 84% 79%

- and ideas fit together*' - - 62% 81% 84% - 85%

to my persomal experience 66% 72% 62% 36%

f meanings of something I read 75% 89% 55% 31%

. é4%_

21%

8%

78%
24%
26%

19%

94%

80%

- 85%

74%

66%

61%




Percentage of Students Who Pdfticipated in Various
Course-Related Activities by Type of Course

R

Art History/
Appreciation Languages History Humanities Literature Ph11050phy

Table 19

Foreign

Writing Activities

%

Spent five hours or more
writing a. paper er the
~class

Developed a bib1iography ‘E
- for a paper

"Asked 1nstructbr for he]p
to 1mprove writing

Student-Instructor Contacts |

‘Received helpful feedback
© on assignments from
1nstructor

. Met with instructor in
Eoffice

Discussed career plans
with instructor

Discussed ideas for a term
paper or other class
project with my instructor

Academic Activites

Thought aboyt practical
applications of class
material ,

: !
Tried to explain the course
material to another person

- Tried to see how different
facts and idéas fit together

Worked on assignment where
I incorporated ideas from
the course

' l
Related coui'se readings to
my personal experiences

Thought. about some of the
political, religious, socio-
logical, and/or economic
meanings of something [ read

(N=50) (N=191) , (N=110)  (N-40) (N=174)  _"(N= sz)
_ ] .
- 47% N 3% 38% © 56% 50%.
46% 10% 40% aop " 38% " 445
8% ;i4% 9% 10% 27% 6%
' i -
75% 842 80% 65% 88% 63%
29% 36% 45 33% 48% 27%
32% 22% 26% 18% 21% 8%
, |
33% 7% 37% 60% 45% 27%
88% 93% 70% 78% 843 90%
82% 76% 76% 85% 82% 929
73% - 39% 80% 78% 614 8l
73% 57% 70% 78% 78% 643
69% 443 51% 70% 789%- 74
78% 45% 90% 86% 929

92%
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‘The Center fo:r‘tﬁe Study of Community Colleges

- ' |
| STUDENT SURVEY _ . i
f ":

DEAR STUDENT:

Your college, the Center for the Study of Community Colleges, and the State Board for
Communlty College Education are engaged in a three-year project to revitalize the humanities
in Washington. This project, sponsored by the National Endowment for the Humanltles, in-
vaolves all 27 Washington colleges and many students, instructors and administrators.

This survey is designed to obtain information about what s:udents gain from their courses.
Your responses are confic-ntial and will not reveal your iden:ity in any way. This survey will
“not become part of your college record. It will, however, help |n,plann|ng programs and de-
signing courses for students enrolled in community colleges. Please respond as accurately as
possible according to the directions given for the various-items.

Thank~yourvery much.for participation in this important projeét.

= . - i

i } L
i .

DIRECTIONS - | .

Your responses to this questionnaire will be read by a machine. Itisimportant th'at,yo‘u follow a few

simple rules: .

e Use a pencil - No. 2 or softer. (Do not use ink) N .
® Make heavy black marks that fill the oval._ . >

- Erase cleanly any response you wish to change. .

¢ Make no stray markings of any kind.

i
- ¢

Example: 3 Wrong




D : ' N
=6,162 g g\ -
- ~ i o i - 7
"~ 1. Youringkuctor will telj you the survey number 4 5. For how many credits are you enrolled this - ___ 4
< for this class. Please write the number in the quarter? N2
*  boxes and fill in the corresponding ovals. ' N
) : 222>.0-9 : -:p
5 . : 7
i . 78%Zc—> 10 or more i —_
= ' %o’ ~—2~
» . ' — '
5 CI)GDCDCD . i ~ T ' . N \ o
OO i P .8. What is the primary reason that you are . —
@CDc}jQ:) . i .- - attending couege? {Mark only one answer) —
8 omoae| : o 38% > To prepare for a career —
: anlawlaeaw) —
s i o e ) - 14% c:) To gain skills necessaryfor advancement .
T o ’. in my career S
. i f 34Z &> To prepare for transfer to a four-year ' —
! . .. college or umver»uy —
. - ?-Z o To develop basic learning skills (for" :
Are you: . example, reading, writing, math) —
! O Male 46% i , —
4 T ' 3% ¢© To obtdin a general education —
> Femaldé4 | . : . .ot —
. - i 72 < To satisty a personal interest —
| . L ‘ —
. % ) : 7. How would you rate your ability in each of the —
How oid are you? — 1ouowlng areas? Fill in one oval for each item | —
> 18 or younger 15% - o - p—
S ) ) ) - - &}l d & é
" o 19-22. - 382 . - T —
_ ; . a. Critically examine ideas 19 60 21 1 '
U oo 8- 22% ’ C —
. . b. Speak in a language 7 10 23 60
&> 30-39 152 : other than English . —
: : _C. Appreciate art 23403t 7 - ——
o 40 -59 9% Y e
' e . d. Appreciate music -394116 3 -
— > 60 or older 1% pprect ’? uste —
. e. Appreciate theater and S
' . . drama . 19 38 33 10" -
f.  Understand my culture . ——
- ’ . and heritage 19 50 27 3 e ?
- Atﬂ;lo orany other college, how many credits g. Use mathematics to . e« .7
- heve you compieted? ©* lsolve problems « 18 4330° 9 e 4
.. . . h.  Understand.different A S
0 . 222 : ‘cultures 114141 7 ———
1 3 3z e i.  Read effectively 3348 17 2 - P
- 157127 * e |
16 30 123 : ) | j.  Write effectively T 2551723 4 — 4
31 - 60 24% . , ' L~ S
Over 6025% . k. - Express myself in 2149 25 4 . o |

speaking
A ' i

- - - N 3




\p_ . ;’: R l . ,

*‘- - 8. How many college courses have you com- 9. Why did you enroll In this course? (Mark the .
T eam plated Ip each of the areas listed-below? one most Important reason) ‘

_ S ) 0 1 Noe :

— a. Anthropology ..........oeenvnsn. ‘86 lé 3 -

e b. ArtHistory and/or Appreciation ... 75 15 10 . . )

- c. - Bnologml/PhyswalScnences ..... 56 18 26 : It fulfills a general education or breadth
— d.  BUSINESS .ivvvvviiiiniiiiiiiinnas 54 1€ 30 21 or distribution requirement.

e D e. Cultural Geography ............. 86 11 3 32  Itis required for my majori

e D f.  English as a’Second Language L..84 7 9 20 - To develop job-related skills )

e g. Foreignlandguage ............... 78 11 11 18  Personal enrichment/self-enrichment

R h. History ..... feareteeiiiiniaains .65 19 16 —3 ‘The course description sounded inter-

e . Humanities ....... veseesneenne.. 50 16 34 . esting. ~ i

o jo Literature ...............00000... 63 20 17 4 - A counselor or faculty member encour- %
— k. Ma‘th/Compute(Sciences ........ 45 22 34 aged me to-take this course.

e l. Music History and/or 1~ Another student recommended that '
- Appreciation .................. 8113 6 - take this course.

> .m. - Occupational - Technical' ........ 63 11 26 -

- n. .Philosophy-Ethics .............. 78 15 7

- em N o: Political Sciefice .........ccoeu.... 80 14 6 i

 — £ - p. - Social Sciences-(e.g.,"Economics,

- ‘ Psychology, Sociology) ..... ... 4520 35 f

- q. - Theater/Film History and/or o : ’

= Appreciation ......ceeiieiennen. 89 8 3

;: v 10 this class, please indicate whether or not you have done each of the followlng activities, Please ‘mark

o ) _o_llg oval for each statement.

== *;,(;' \ '

;:m A Y . - . z ;

: - ‘ In this cla\ss I: ; ‘ _f : : s ’ ) J{m jf?

" e a. Develop’ed a bibliography or set of references for a term paper or other class assignment ... 25 75

;: b. Tried to see how dnfferent facts and flgures fittogether, ........c....... s T e e e ’—73 27

1 \ R - —— . ’

I e —

me c Thoughtaboutpractical apphcatiansofclassmaterial ......... Seescesvesiocencnrtonnsons 90 10

= » \ == T . -

- ;:;,,, - ~d WorEed on an asstgnmen!where | mcorporated ideasfrom thiscourse .........coeevveen. 71 29
: _e. Tried to explain the co_urse material to another person . e 79 21
:_ f. Meg With mYLinStructor iNNIS/NErOffICE v.uuernnuriieeetiierieeiieesienneeeeensnnnnness 35 65
: : . Received helpful feedback on class assignments, papers, and tests from my instructor ..... 80 20

i :: h. Discussed my career plansard ambitions with my instructor ......... P 27 73
sy * ’ - e’

R ’ L Spentpt least five hours or more writing a paper for this Class «.ovveerveeeerrnnseceennnns 27 73
. . , "

' ,?-D j. Asked my instructor for help to improve my writing ......... Preeteeresertaarennn Cieaenes 13 87

.3 l ! ' - oo -

_— k. Discussed ideas-for a term paper or other class projects with my instructor ................ 25 75

) : . Related courss readings to my personal EXPEMIENCES ...vrveriverseriareenennsns, ST 61 39

iz ’

* - ’ » ’

N - - I m. Thought about some of the potmcal religious, sociological, and/or economic

e . meanings of something Iread ............ ettt ee e ee e et raeenieeaens ceeeees 57° 43

A




TN LS - . - ! - , .-
i 4 l. 3 ’{
———
= l e — P
. : ' | ' ; -___7 A
11._ For-each of the following areas in which you HAVE NOT taken courses, please mark the one —
*: most important reason. : -t
: M = ‘ N . = a Q . " -
:; T . & 5 < & §Q ' | —
= R A : Qéffg @{f . wf%i ,;g?\ -—-: )
| ; ’ A T e 7
P U B
ArUMusic/Theater ......................... R B . =T
' Foreign-Languages ............................ 63 31 4 1 ’ ’ _‘5 -

- é‘ o : ) . e . . m—

- ,th’erature/Héqrpanltles/Phllog.ophy .............. 51 30 13 | 5 + e
Mathematics ~............ SRR fevins 4 9 ) 39 a 5 8 ) - —
,g?clallNaturaI/Blological/Physlcal §c_ique 5 4 3 12, 31 , _&,A
_Political Science/History .................... 2057 '3 9 2 ' ] v ? . -
In thinking about your axperiences at this college, how much progress have you made In each of the —_— =
following areas? Plesse respond to each item, - : T —

- . . . ; 1,," &\ 4 :;—;{
;. A 2 L O ’E
- - o v— iﬁ
. - i ' & 2 — B
| have made progress in 4 s F 3§ cf, Ky —
3 Achulring backgrouﬁdforfhrmér;education in sorr‘aeprofesslonal field ..... 5 ‘ 11 41¢ . 43, o —
- Gaining a broad general education ......... e ettt et iee ittt ttrananans 4 15 45 .36 —
- Developing an understanding and enjoyment of art, music, drama ......... 48 . 23 17 12 — :
- Understanding myseif, my abilities, interests, and personality ............. 5 14 - 41 41 © e—
- .Understanding and getting along with different kinds of people ............ 5 12 41 42 —
- {Thinking critically .............. R PP 5 15 48 32 -— :
. Pugtjrpg’ldgu together to see relationships, similarities, and differences .... 5 15 45 36 — :
. Learningonmyown. ........... Feteeerettiiaiieaiennns feeriesheraicants ? 9 41 47
- Expressing ideas effectively in speaking ................................. 12 26.. _.43 19 e
- Expressing ideas effectively inwriting .,.....................c..couunnn... 12 23 42 24
. 7ao<':rom"mg‘_am;ﬂreofdme§nt pointsofview ............ocevvviinnnnnnn..., 5 13 - 41, 41 .
- Developing my sense of values ........ eeriesieaee Teetsetetiittairanans 10 18 39 33
+ Understanding social issues ....................ccceeernennnnn... seeene 13 28 42 .21 —
Understanding the social implications of scientific developments ...<...... 21 2 34 20 e
T ) .
-__ 7’
. —
: - 2
B j —— !
* . ___P
_ THANK YOU FOR COMPLETING O

= ! ) THIS SURVEY -2

gglg Clearinghguse for Junior Colleges ) , —
- Powall™ . G-

1IgCIe: .= *




