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INTRODUCTION ' . : d

" of Employment, through the New .

'facu]ty, and students in p}énn1ng and conduct1ng t

* . elderly,. has been detailed in past annua] reports.*

/ -0
nstitute of Study for Older Adults L1bera1 Arts program, during the

- 1980-81- dcademic year, provided moye than 158 courses to over 3,600 disadvant-

aged elderly residénts of New York City. The courses, modelled on an under-

graduate Tiberal arts curriculum, -but adapted to the particular learning inter-
ests
seniohr centers, 11brar1es, residences for ‘the aged nursing homes and geriatric.

- oufpatient clinics. | g .

Fiscal support was! provided by the New York City Department for the Ag1ng,
under Titles IIIB and X of the Older Americans Act, the New York City Department
ork Foundation for Senior Citizens, Consolidated
Edison, Chemical and Independepce Savings Banks.and a number of the agencies
serving as course sites. The soperation of the project ,involves the cooperation
of coordinators at the Divisj ons of Continuing” Education of .LaGuardia, Borough
of Manhattan, and the Bronx %ommun1ty Colieges, so§1a1 agency staff, ISOA

e classes. . |

A]though course content and obJect1ves vary cons1derab1y from site to site,
all courses offered haVe 3 consistent elements: (1) clearly defined educational
obJect1ves appropriate to higher education, in the traditional disciplines of
the 1]bera1 arts, or basic.skills and language education: (2) a goal which en-

. hahces or comp]ements -never duplicates or competes w¥th, the programs of the

host agency: ‘da1iberate involveément of older students in the se1ect1on and

f older students, are conducted at neighbortood sites throughout the city--

design of" the1r dﬁasses R ] % s

PR cL . i

. S .
The progect s twelve’ year history, from~§ts inception as the college's |
response to a request for a psychology. class from a group of Borough Park

¢ - . .

_ This report will concentrate -on progress toward cont1nu1ng obJect1ves,
report' on special 1n1t1at)ves - in the Adopt-a-Center program, in use of radio
as an educational medium, in basic skills education?™ summarize findings.of an
evaluation of the 11berai arts- program;
ing ‘cuts for the coming year. .

A  at.
.

. - ‘e . . . \
. 5 . - ~
.Ll . »

* Available on, request from the Inst1tute of Study for Older Adults, Division of

Cont1nu1ng Educat1on, New York‘C1ty Techn1cal Co]lege
- ' ' PR 6

and future goals in 1ight of severe fund-~

%

Ty




L .
A.'\ "] o v

' ; PROGRESS TOWARD CONTINUING -OBJECTIVES - R i

’ . ’
-~ . ~ . /

' ‘ S

Significant progress was’ﬁade during the 1980-81 academic year toward
meeting two particular program objectives - increasing the involvement of )
students in setection of the course of study, ‘and advocacy for the learning
needs of elders to comminities of educators-and gerbn$o?§gists.

[ ]

The mechanism for student choice of program is the on-siteé student

. meeting, at which ISOA staff and potential older students determine tﬁ@ethef

| staff (70.8% vs.

the .content of -the -course to be held at the particulargsite.” Administrative
cuts in FTitle ITIB funding for previous years had limited staff time to -Con-
duct these meetings, and staff rather than student ehoice hadxﬂYedominated: £
Beginning with the fall-of 1979, the addition of two CETA Teachér/Adminis-
‘trators and a part-time graduate intern,to the sfaff permitted an effort to
increase, the number of meetings held during. 1979-80 to 51, -and ‘for 1980-81to
over 75. A preliminary analysis of enrollment/completion data for 1979-81 *
showedithat“particﬁpation, based ‘on both average enroliment and rates of
completion, were much higher in classes chosen by students.. Further, for
these three wears, students chose academic subjects nearly twice as often as ,
37.4%), and non-académic cpurses less than 1/3 as often as P
staffoex - T - L
A detailed analysis *** of enroTlment and attendance statistic§ for
* 1980-81 confirms these p#tternsc . ) T

H

|
| -

)-Older students prefer academic oyer non-académic classes:
In 1980-81, on the average, 7 more students enrd¥Ted and

*'6. more completed academic classes (psychology, the social
sciences, philosophy, relfigion and Titerature than
non-academic (arts, music, movement, health, entitlements, .
etc.)-classes. The average enrollments and rates of com- |
pletion were higher  for academic ( .28.8, and 63.2%);
and lower for . non-academic (21:9’ and 56%3,‘than .
the dwgﬁ?ge for the ‘program as a whole (24.4, and 61%)..

%}

-

. 2] Older students“prefer classes' they select -for.themselves -
. over classes chosen by -center staff: Due to continuing-
restrictions on staff time at the cooperating community . .
- colleges, in 1980-81, 52% of all ISOA -classes were'select-
ed by staff, rather than students (all, but 5 of, these in
. Manhattan,, Queens *and the Bronx). For the city as- a whole
7 ‘more stydents enroll, and 6 more completé, classes -
chosen 'by students -than classes thesen by Siaff. ‘As with’

3 co.

\ - N P ‘
In preparation forspresentation of the annual meeting of ‘the Gerontological
Society in the fall of 1981; available on request from the I.5.0.A. e
Staff clearly see tooics 1ike Art, Mdévemgnt and.Health as more attractive

" than students, for they

. times more than students (5.1%). ) . . S =
For the program city-wide, "average enrollment was somewhdt belol thé pre-
viogsyyear, at 24.4, and completion rates .somewhat higher, at an ayerage.

. 'of 61%. . P . ' R Lo . s .
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chose ‘these subjects 29.9% of the, time, nearly 6 -

/
1/

/

/

/
-/
/o

i/
i b
1]

Vs

/




“';,/,

academ1q~c1asses, students attend classes they select
themselyes (average 28.1 enrolled, 64% complétion rate)
more than.average for the program as.a whole (24.4 en-
rolled] &1% completion). By contrast, classes selected
- by center staff (21.4 enrolled,'57% completion) are less "
—= " well gttended than the program as a.whole.- This pattern -~
appears to be true regardless- of instructor, for it holds
. throughout the boroughs, where due to travel restrictions,

_.the 1nstrgct1ona¥e;;aff varies. (Even in Queens, where

rates of complet for staff-chosen courses were slightly
higher than for student-selected classes, the numBer com-
) plet1ng classes students chose (26.7) is higher" than
-those initially enrolled in staff-selected colrses (24.8),
(See chart on f0110w1ng page) '

For 1980-81, academic courses accounted for 56% of the total number. of
classes offered, and 66% of thé total enrotiment. Non- academic courses consthi-
tuted 23% of the total courses, and 20% of total enrollment; courses in language
skills (Reading, Foreign.Language, and English as a Second Language) were 20% of
the total courses, and 15% of total enrollment. For the coming year; effort to
increase the proportion of academic classes will continue, by encouraging center
staff to allow student choice of classes, and making these sublects truly accgss-
ible to poorly educated older aduits, through student meetings which clarify the
relationship of the traditional disciplines to daily life. Unfortundtely, the
loss of support for the Field Representative pos1t\on and the 3 CETA and Title 10
workers who organized and led many of these sessions during 1980-81, may mean,
sinévitably, a reduct10n 1n the number- cenducted dur1ng 1981 -82.

RECONITION . 3 I \ ‘ R

2

The Institute of Study for Older Adults continues to be recognized as a
significaht endeavor ,both locally and nationally. The Institute was cited, lasi
fall,in Reaching the Hard-tosReach* as a program "Successful" in over-coming the *
informational, S1iuat1ona1, 1nst1tut10na1, and attitudinal barriers to participa-.
tion by older adults in continuing education. This year, staff members presented
or participated in workshops at the national meetimgs of the National Council for
Community Services and Continuing Education of AACJC: The Association for
Gerontology in Higher Education; "01d Promises, New Practices", a conference
sponsored by FIPSE and thé "Exxon Education Foundatron, the Reg1ona1 Education,
and Training Program Conference for Region II of the AoA; apd five meetings of
FIPSE's National Project IV. In addition, staff members organized a conference
on "Assess1ng tHe Impact of Education on the Elderly" in Ney York City, spoke at
the Community, Council of Greater New York's Mini-White House Conference on the Use
of Time by th Elderly;“wére subjects of.6 radio interviews} provided assistance

tor the, Mayor' § Older Bostonians Advisory Council and Boston \University. in replica-
tion of the ISOA, and to the Consumer Education Regpurce Net ork identifying
classroom materials for older learners. Further d1ssem1nat1o cltuded quest
Tectures by thg Associate Dean of the Division of Contipuing cation, Coordinator
of Adult Programs, and Director at classes in "Human Service€ for the Aged“ and

- "Educational Géronto]ogy", at NYCTC, St. Joseph's CoHege° and Rutgers University
Institute of Gefento1ogy . : LA .1

* Spencera Barbara B. "0verc0m1ng the Age Bias in Cont1nu1ng Educat1on, " in
_Darkeawald, G., and Larson S.A. Reach1ng the Hard-to- Reach Wash1ngtom
" "Jossey Bass, 1980 . -
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ADOPT-A-CENTER "’ 5\«

This pyoject, supported by Con Edison, covers instructional costs for®
. 'intensive courses in five senior centers®in the .four.most populous boroughs.
s +/" In the second year, the project has succpeded at the William Hodson and -
willigm“Refd.SeﬁHoK‘Centers because’'sta 'Mgre committed to encourage center
———members to ¥earn. _In both_agencies, ‘staff raise no barriers to student
choice and arrange for studept recognition ceremonies with the center merber-
ship as a whole, adding immeasurably to the students' pride. Consistent or-
ganizatién by agency staff throughout the year has created a core groug of .
odder learners. At Hodson, center members: chose courses related to aging -
Health, Biology and Psychology and Sociology, (The fourth course covered by
. the.current grant, the Politics of Aging, will be given in the fal¥ of 198L.)
_ - At William Reid; students selected Challenges of the Older Qdu]t (the psycho-
social changes.related to the 8Ging process), The Mind and the Body (the inter-
L. action of biological and psychological age-related changes), and English .4
f Workshop (basic reading and writing). . ' S

Y

WY

By contrast, at the other three sites, varying difficulties have been
encountered. An agency first selected for its essential mission - to coordinate
the services offered 'th the elderly ‘'of the surrounding area-has been unable to

+. identify as course sites agencies serving older people with little, formal edu-

' cation. At a Higpanic center in Manhattan, staff were resistant tg ISOA staff .
conducting student meetings, and teachers found classes schedules disrupted by
conflicting events.. 'At a Harlem center, an initial meeting hﬁﬂ‘revea1ed a
shared interest in basic rgading and writing. Sensitive to the'stigma of
illiteracy among the elderly, who have spent 60" years hiding their lack of skjlls,

both ISOA and center staff'were reluctant to announce a basic reading class.* A
complekg yet promising scheme was devised, combining the center's interest in

'black history.and the language experience method of teathing basic literdgty.**

Center staff would encourage members to attend an oral histef§ class, where the
instructor would éventually intmoduce the topic of early schooling. Furthér
along, he would introduce as co-teacher a basic education instructor. Thus, the

. oral history focus would gradually shift to basic skills as (1) the denial of ed-

ucational opportunity would emerge as a ‘Shared personal concern, and (2) students™

. own stories. would be transcribed for use as class matérials by the reading teacher.

) At present the scheme appears to have fodhdered - instructors have not been able
. to form a class with consistent attendance patterns (birthday parties and other
© - popular events compete) and students were not actively fnvolved in'the decision
to enter a reading class, Nonetheless, the, historian conducted indivfdual inter-
views, which®*will, in the fall\ be edited by the subjects with the reading
instructor. i .

s
s

In summary, Con Edison's support permtits the ISOA to take risks to provide chances
for learning which are simply not possible under ;the censtrictions of scarce public
funding. - . _ - ’
) ) : . . . . .
" *Nonetheless, a lump sum permitting 56 hours’ of reading instruction was tempting,
for public funding for the ISOA permits a maximum of 27 hours yearly in any one
agency, thus effectively prohibiting language skills instruction.

** In the language experience method, students' writing, either self-generated or
transcribed by the teacher, is used for classroom material- in basic skills
_instruction: ' ) g

’
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| SENIOR EDITION . - T o .

{
9 g
0n1y a small percentage of older New Yorkers attend senior centers, and
ISOA. courses reach only a small proportion of those. As the beginning of an
effort to find ways to involve these potential students, in the fall of 1980
a small-scale test of the impact of radio as a medium for education of the
aging was, designed with Senior Edition, of HNYC-AM (the NYC'munigipal radio

-~ station).” The obJect1ve was to mon1t0r the feedback from older listeners of

o

of-an ISOA - produced ragio course through elderly group discussion leaders,-
at 3 senijor centers in Brooklyn and Queens. With support from Brook]yn Union °
Gas, ;bg ISOA prepared background material, recruited, trained and conducted
seVeral evaluation meetings with the leaders. (Sen1or Edition staff performed
all the technical work involved - conducting in erv1ews, editing tapes, etc -
The course covered information needed in dealing with ‘the major income needs
and psychosocial crises of old age - institutionalization, funeral and estate
planning, and entitlements. At Catherine Sheridan Sen1o+ Cepter in Queens,

and Scheuer -House and Councf1 Center foy Senior Gitizens in Brooklyn, the
older leaders assembled g:?ﬁps to listeh to, and discuss, each show. Reaction

" to the shows* varied considerably, based on the content presented, and the con-

* currently available wou

%

text of the listeners. For instance, on wills and estate planning, WNisteners
were eager for whatever information the show, and the leaders,. could give,
while the show on funeral planning was un1v€rsa11y rejected. (In one center,
only 3 came to thé discussion, that day, and “in another resistance was so high
the leader cancelled,the day's session.)~_ At. centers with strong information
and referral systems, information on social security, SSI, and Medicaid was of
little interest. p _ ’ ) Y

~
» ¢

Both Senior Ed1t1o’dgpd’ISOA staff feel more time and fundang ‘than

be required to produce additional shows. Howéver, .
ISOA Tearned something of the potential of media for outreach. C(Center staff
‘were fasctnated by the idea of the project and highly suppdrtive of the leaders
in their 0rgan1zat1on of groups. .{The tapes of the shows will be uséed again’-
“in a similar format,-th{s fall, at two of the centers.) ,However, despite the
power of the medfa Lto atract an audience 1n1t1a11y, n a sense the results of /
the Senior fﬁ1 ition experilent resemble ISOA's experience with ent1t1ement classes,
- selected by center staff Because "they need to know about this". * That is, even-
g1amor is ineffective in conveying content which, however, useful, is not of in-
erest (i.e. entitlement regulations) or threaten1ng (planning for death or in-
ftut1ona112at1on) to the listener. When future funding permits, the ISOA wil]
‘attefpt to use liberal arts content (i.e. psychology or the social sciences),
test\the potential of radio to reach out to the many older New Yorkgrs present y

*unser) ed o RENA y d S

-

. N\
U Attempts to eTicit quantitative evaluation data, utilizing rating sca]es on

content ang presentation, were fru1t1ess, as older leader§ were re]uctant to
distribute the scales. , o .
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In the fall of 1979, a 17 month grant from the- Fund for the Improvement of

Postsecondary Edacation (FIPSE) allowed the Institute the'first ‘opportunjty for
evaluation of its program model. Examining the varieties of Liberal Education

AN EVALUATION OF THE LIBERAL ARTS PROGRAM OF THE ISOA*

,* -{LEVA); titled National Project IV by FIPSE, involved 14 associate institutions ¢

s

t

..engaged in liberal education in nontyaditional settings, or using innovative
curricula, in a consortium coordinated by the Institute of Higher Edycation of
the Unjvarsity of Michigan. Using diverse designs, the institutions were to
evaluate ‘the impact of their programs on students, seek c0mmona1ities‘among‘the
effects reported, and systematically define the values and expected outcomes of
liberal edutation. . : ' oot T -

For the ISOA, the grant provided the first opportunity to examine the

demographic characteristics of those served, the relationship of learning with

' ' factors of social adjustment, self-esteem and life satisfaction in the aged,

" and the effectiveness of certain program operations. The project has succeeded
in attracting and retaining large numbers of students (betweer 4,000 and 5,000

._ per year) seen by-“most educators as. uneducable because of low literacy levels
‘and lack of previous exposure to intellectual inquiry.- Nonetheless, the pro- #
gram's marginal status - exisfﬁngxon“the periphery of the fields hoth of
education and service to the aging, -has resulted in an unstable pattérn of .
support. WitHin this context, then, the LEVA evaluation was seen as an_
opportynity to translate reports of dramatic change in bpth-self-concept and
behavior of individual ISOA students into quantitative measures. (As part of °

"+ the National Project IV effort, concurrently, the relevance of, the traditional’

‘b

goals of liberal education for older students was also explored).

UnfortunateTy, the pre-/posttest design which could measure such effects
directly was not feasible 4n the 17 morth perfod allowed-by the grant.” However,
it was assumed that students enrclled censistently over several years in ISOA
classes would behave differently from their peers as a result of the experience.
Thus the hypothesized impact of liberal education would be reflected in students' °

_greater sense of igidependence and autonomy, more extensive social suppett systems _ _.
("networks") and” greater social interaction,.ipvolvement in community activities,

. and sense of life s&tisfaction than their counterparts.” To test this hypothesis,
from a_list of centers in the program 3 years or more, 10 agencies were -randomly
sqlected; from those served by these agencies, a sample totalling 180 was drawn?
(20" from each of the 9 agencies which participated). Three groups, all randomly
selected, composed the sample: from each agency. 10 students who had complefed 3 -
or more ISOA classes (8ptal 90); 5 active members who had taken no classes, (total
45);and 5 members who, seldom participated in any center activity-(total 45).%4
A questionnaire with scales designed tg medsure the size of the subject’s social
‘network and ‘degree ot Social interaction, feelings about and involvement with his
community, and sense of satisfaction'with 13fe, was administered to the entire

-

' sample. Demdgraphip_data was sought from a{l 3 groups, and “several scaTes de- -
" signed to elicit a quantitative.measure of the students' response to takjng a -
.class were also included (for-the students but not the controls). | T e

» ’ . ' -+ . '_'
o B ¢ . .D. x . i . . ‘. Y

{

“* A full report of this study is avdilable fdr
Institute.of Study fgr Older Adults . .

** Two control groups_were inciuded to permit comparison of the "avid sfudent"
not only with his peers in the senior center but with community residents.

postage cost of $2.00 from phe‘; .
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,’ OUTCOMES' AND IMPACTS “

.

"'= Anafys1s of the resu1t1ng data falled to conf1rm the hypothes1s
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ISOA
students were, ‘not’ more satisfied with 11f , Socially active,.or involved in
their. commun1t1es, and they did not have larger social networks than the
= cohtrol groups.. (In:fact, althopgh they reported that taking courses resulted
“in the pred1cted changes, on’the' Perceived|Well -Beipg Scale (a measure.approx-
'>1ma ing. Tife sat1sfact}on) the learfiers scdred, lower than those who didn't

taky course ) - Anglysis y1e%z:d 3 discrete, sets of data: (1) demographic

-.'\;

chéracteris®ies.of the sampl (2) scores, On scales for Perceived Well-Being,
2, Social Network, ‘Social Interattion, Community Perception.and Community
j‘!Invo1vement for a1l 3 groups, andy (3) quantitative measures of students'
.responge-to the program.. Major s1gnif1cant results included: 1) demographic .
d}?ferences between «groups - course. takers were slightly younger, more likely .
,to be “married; 1ess to have been widowed or divorced, and.better educated than
* both contra] groups?” (2) a]tdhugh there was no _stgnificant ‘difference.in feel-
,‘1ngs about, 6r 1nvd1vement in, their commun1t1es, in their social aCGQV1t1es,
or in. thelr Tiving/’situations, coursétakers were much less satisfied with their
Tives than both. contrp] groups, and (3) degpite their lowsr sense of well-being,
students themselves reported dramatically positive changes resulting from the
experience. Students felt’ that chbos1ng their own courses gaye them a feeling
of conf1dence and control over one's life; that 1ife was: better, more worth
Tliving, and hard tifles more tolefable, and that both friendships and social

T act1v1t1es had 1ncreased as a result of tak1ng ISOA classes.

» A o

Thus, the scoﬁ%s on sca]es des1gned to quantify 11fe sat1sfact10n, social
network, etg., contradict the effects reported by ISOA students when asked
d1rect1y, Conce1vab1y, these particular scales were 1nappropr1ate instruments’
for use with.this Jopulgtion} certp1n1y future investigations will utiljze -
qualitative data from ogen ended; interviews as well as quantitative measures.
Nonetheless, these results 1mp1/ certain possibjlities. Factors not explored,
in this study -. i.e.: declining health and‘wncome, role loss - have far greater
direct lmpact on the quality of the older pérson's 1ife in_this country than’

. education could. P0551b1y IQQA coursetakers; are, for some_reason, less ’
willing to deny this- pain- a@d the 1ossesf1mp11c1t in growthg o1der than the1n@‘e.

. peers. These older students had on the average, 2 years or more prevaous
formail educat1on than the other members of their centers, Pbss1b1y the
questioning of the 0rd1nary encouraged by learning d1scourages acceptance
.of the banality of the restrictive existence of the aged. "Those who feel some
.sense of discomfort with the norm (i.e. the more fiighly educated) may seek
out what opportunities for growth or understanding present themse1ves within -

_ the constritted boundaries of their-tives (such as the ISOA program). ..In any
case the study implies that, whatever tha/effect” of education for the older .
student, it neither "1mproves" social adjustment, nor helps students accept the ,
constrictions of growing old. Rather, Tiberal education, by integrating past .
and ‘present concrete.experience with the conceptual frameworks of the disciplines,
may, contribute to the maturdtion of those who, feeling loss more than peers, seek

&

”

to quest1on the mean1ng of 11fe as it nears %ts end o S
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L *  EXTENDING BASIC EDUCATION AND ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE TO THE ELDERLY -
. — - . . -~
In Jaly, 1980, the Institute was awarde? a small planning grant from the.
. N.Y. State Department of Education, Bureau of Basic €ontinuing Education, under
Section 310 of the Adult Education Act, to céndUCt a study, and make recommenda—
, tions for the involvement of older students ﬁn basic education and English as a
! .Second Language programs in New York State. A]thougﬁ Section 311 of the Adult
' Education Act has 51nce 1978 mandated the pnov1s10n of such programs for older
Teafnars, in fact Congress has appropr1ated no funds, no programs have been
‘established, and the literature .is scant. Th nstitute's project collected

. 1nf?)nat19n ‘on.the experience of what small, ef \gits have been mounted, both
nationally and in the New York City area, and formulated p]ann1ng recommenda-
3 tions for effective administrative models- and classroom practices.  The effort
. had three major goa]s “s . . W s n
1. 1nvest1gat1on and descr1pt1on of the target populat1on for both
basic education and.English as a Second Language, including. -
demograph1c indicators of need, 1earnqng needs and motivations,
, . and att1tudes “toward education; . e . -
} : 2. 1dent1f1cat1on of factors affecting program development dnd
N .adm1n1strat1on, including transportation, site, resources, - 4 .
. attitudes, ‘and community vs. city-wide recruitment methods; ' -
b b t ~\
3. identification of appropriate materials and teaching methods, and
of the capacity of older students for language. 1earn1ng
" Project stdff conducted surveys of 42 senior genters and 21 ABE pnograms, <
o interviewed 17 senior center directors, 4 “gerontolegists, 10 ABE administrators,
" T 13 ABE and ESL instructors experienced in work with otder students, and 56 older /‘

adults attending basic education and ESL classes. The Titerature on learning needs:
and program deve]opment in ABE,\on what programs have been mounted for the elderly
in the U.S., Canadd 'and western Europe on cognitive neéds' for language learning
"and on cogn1t1ve change in the aging process was reviewed. Statistical information
on the demographics indicating a.need for basic education and English as.a Second
Language was examined and. compared with survey and interview results. Both
. classroom methods, in ABE and ESL_and materials ¥n coninon use were assessed.
°  Classroom methods and recruitment’ techn1ques were tested in four pilot classes,
each based on a variation of the Inst1tute s college/comtiunity agency . c0|1abora—
tion model, . . T

>

.
L]

.

This project, though often difficult and frustratin p10neered in the *
¢ co]]ec21onpand syntheslg of knowledge about ABE and-ESL. gor the aged.- This , the
first organized investigation into the prob]em, documented both informatien about
specific elements (i.e. motivations, att1tudes of teachers and senior center staff,
cognitive capac1tx,for Janguage learning, etc.) and the dynamic relations all aspects
of program planning in determining both participation and impact on the older learner.
The project illuminated differgnces between older apd younger ABE students, and con-
firmed that statistical descr1€tors of language-needy older students resemble the de-
'mograph1c character1st1cs of .,younger students The 1nterv1ews and surveys created a
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prof11e of the 1anguage needy aged, the1r relations with social service and - T
_educational prOJects, and specific d1screpanc1es in orientation and pr1or1t1es
, ~.between ABE and senior center staff. Further, the exploratory nature of thé
) * _grant allowed risky experimentation with diverse administratiVve models, re-
cruitment and classroom techn1ques (i.e., nhon- trad1t1ona1 classroom materials,
tying reading and writing in oral history, etc.), to learn what does and
doesri't succeed. The pilot ctasses were strengthened by the ability to, combine
funds from a total of 5 sources separate from he granting agency,* and from
experimentation with methods and mater1als, comparisonyof theory and practice,
and e]1c1t1ng student response and preferences. .l
N
A manual for program p]ann1ng, Extending Basic Education to the E]derly *x
based on’ the year's work, will be usetul for both social- worRers and adult
educators who wish to establish language courses for older people. It includes
" discussion of the needs and attitudes toward learning of. the older illiterate,
how classroom methods can be adapted to the particular patterns of 1earn1nz »
typical of the aging, and how the choice of community or centra] sites, of
educational or.social service agencies to administer programs,’ and various recru1t-
ment methods affect,program effectiveness. Suggestions include:

1. that planners ]ook closely at the local situation - at who and

@ where the 1anguage needy are, and what programs already exist, o

before formu]at1ng programs, o X, R

2. how to eva]uate existing ABE programs and senior centers as sites;

3. that teaching methods be based on understanding of the older student's
cognitive assets and deficits: on the desire for communicative
language; the need for clarity in print and the spoken word; the need

“for repetition and reiteration of material; a reliance on learned
associations and" organ1zat1ona] clues for retrieval of what has been

. -learned; a tendency to self-doubt of one's ability to, learn, and

" + reluctance, to respond; and a decided preference for group ]earn1ng

’ over thé tutorial methods widely used ‘ '/

4. that materials be chosen for clarity of content and print or sound
and for interest to adult students;

5. that classes meet at least tw1ce weekly, for a bare minimum of 60 hours'
instruction (200 hours is preferred), and older students rece1ve some
concrete recognition of their achievement.

A br1ef, annotated resource Tist: is’ aiso included. ‘ )
¥
ISOA staff presented initial proje¢t findings to the annual meeting of the
' Association for Gerontology in Higher Edycation in March, 1981, and will deliver
a" paper’ based on <the manual's recommendations at the 1981 Adu]t Education

* The N.Y.C. Department for the "‘Aging, under Titles IIIB and X of the Older /ka
Americans Act, administéred by the N.Y. State Office of the Aging; the N.Y.C.
Department of Emp]oyment under Title VI of the Comprehensive Emp]oyment and
Training Act, through the N.Y. Foundation. for Senior Citizens; Action for

Russian Immigrants, a project of the Associated Young Men/Women's Hebrew K

. Association of Greater New York with support from the N.Y. State Education /
Department, the Block Resettlement Grant Program, and the Federation of.Jewish
Ph1]anthr0p1es, and Conso]1dated Edison, under a grant to the ISOA's Ad0pt-
A-Center program. /

T k% Ava1]ab1e upon request” from the ISOA, for a postage fee of $2 00. .
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_ Association/National Association for Pubtic Gontinuing Education conferenqé in - =
" Anaheim, California, in October. Hopefully, .these presentations and distribution

- THE_STUDENTS SPEAK ‘1/'- S B

of the manual will generate interest in replication.among both social service
workers and educators, many of whom do recognize the enormous need for language
skills education ameng older adults. But the heritage of a lifetime of educational
deprivation and discrimination witl ‘not edsily be eradicated.. . Age emphasizes the
constraints on older people who cannot speak or reag English, and accentuates. the
need for 1apguage fluency as the basé for.a full. 1ife of communicative comoeterice
and continued personal growth, rather than employment preparation. Significant
issues for planning andzorganization are jnherent in meeting the need; 1gca1 ,
strategies must resolve; problems of‘site Tocat'ipn, f]exibie.schedu]es, combination
of resources, and_recruitment. The project found that two elements are critical

to success: the/collaboration of $ocia1 service agencies and educators, and:accept-
ance of older student's personal ekperience, Téarning abjectives and patﬁerns. The
most rewarding participation takes place when the educational objective is clear to
all involved, agency staff and students, and where educators provide leadership in_ -~
creating content and structured classroom activities which accoust for elders’

by

maturity and*]earning needs. , . > .

..

The language learning needs of older iliiterates and non-readers'are easily
ignored,, though, by both educatiohal-and aging policymakers. An unfowtunate coin-
cidence of fiscal constriction in currént-pubiic funding for the ,ISOA, and the end
of " the grant/érom the N.Y., State Educatfon Department, will mean that the ISOA, .
despite this accumulation of experience and insight in this crucial area, not
this year continte basic education and English as a Second Language classes. (Two
centers sponsored under the Adopt-a-Center program by Consolidated Edison will con-
tinue reading and ESL classes.) However, the Institute hopes to obtain corporate’
support for such ‘courses at individual sites during the year, will continue to
promote interest in basic education ‘for the aged among both educators and social

service ‘workers, “and will seek funding for administrative Support for coherent pro-

gramming—from-both educational and "aging network™ agencies.

* ¢
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THe spitit and value’ of both language learning ‘and 1iberal arts classes
ultimately are best captlred through. the reactions of agency staff and students to
the learning process.. Here, then, are a few glimpses of the®day-to-day program

. bperation, taken from random sitesvisits by staff throughout the year:

~

.\)

A

- An older man,~at Codnc%] Center in Brooklyn, to a visitor - "Learﬁing in these
classes Tlifts a great weight thét's_been\dragging you..."

-An older woman at a Bellevue student meeting,«asked why*she wants to study philosophy

- "At this stage in our.lives, we need to find‘out what it all means-.." oo

-A hospital administrato?, tb an.ISOA staff member at a graduation.- "In this class,
I heayd people speak who'd never, said anything, in any kind of group we've had

befOI"e ..." ’ "‘M,, i * ]

~A social worker, on ESL étudenfs at Ridgewbod-Bushwick Senior Center - "They look

at me now. They used to-mever look me in the eye before. They'd.just look down, or

go get somebody to-translate.” -°

-A reading student, at Communit} Rouadtable of Bushwick, with a daughter and grand-
daughter at’college - "We got so.%gﬁh'1ed my daughter when.I didn't know a,word or

".’"n
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understand That S OK cause she ca11éd her dauohter to qet he1p too - We've just
been ta1k1ng school for monthsi“ g , e . -
S L . o
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EEEECTS OF FUNDLNG REDUCTIONS

¢ As of the end of 1980, fund1ng for the ISOA §1bera1 “Arts program apoeared to
have stabilized at a Tevel permitting up to. 195*" churses yearly, from the following s
Sources: 100 from Title 11IB of the 0lder Americans Act through the NéW‘¥ork~City‘_\\
Department for thé Aging; 40-60 with instructional costs paid by the host agency or.
corporate donat1ons, 25 conducted by CETA teachers., through the N.Y. Foundation for
>, Senior Citizens; and 10-12 conducted by ‘an instructor employed under Title X 6f the
"0lder Americans Act, ‘through the New. York thy Department for tte Aging. Severe ,
funding cuts for the 1981-82 “acadeniic year, in Titles I1IB and X of the Qlder Americans
Act, and CETA, will affect both the némbers of persons, and the-choige of who  will

S8

v be sgerved. About 128, tourses will be conducted,- supported as ﬁo]]ows i L
; }:“ X PR o % . . s » . ]
' e o . S . : : .
FUNDING, SOURCE ., R | ECLLIL I A’{Q%
Title 38, JOAA (NYCOFTA) *"__ « g ’yj 100 I .
N.Y. State Re"’(‘NY‘CDFTA) L R L A
e R ’ ) e R ,
< CETA ! . N S S -0-- ,
L= U PO e - - N "
Fe Title IQ- o DorLo 0 R (1 R ;&Q - N
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% The changes resu1t1nq from the a1tered fund1ng 1eve1s and patterns an be .
sufmarized as follows: A N R AN i
.1, ' A AR TR s N v N

- 1) Potent1a]1y, 1, 8 9’stud%ntng111 not be/ghle—to*be erved, who»wou]d h
attended c1asses’at 35 aqenc1es dropped from the proqram, most1 in Manhattan and
Bronx. ~N .

£

G ‘ P f
" 2) The loss of adm1antrat1ve supoort and ‘coherence lent by t i
of CETA and Title X worﬁers and a part-time field representative to organi €s

will restrict cqurses to those sites in which agency staff are most: cooperatve 1n‘
ensur1ng sggofh operation of the program.. L _
¢ T 3) L05§ of CETA and Title X 1nstructors will restrict the proaect s a1ready
limited, capaC1tx for conducting classeg,in Basic Reading and Engligh as a Second L
Language, which require sbbstantially, ré.ﬁgassroom time than liberal a+t5~§ Qurses’. 1
The project W1J1 thus, <n effe be furthégs limited in its ability,to achié e a '
cont1nu1ng prog(am objective - ou ach%to no -Eng11sh speak1ng and m1nor1ty e1der1y
’\\\> N /

* ‘.Due to vary1ng patterns of, CETA emp1oyment an de1ays in corporate fund1ng‘for

ek 1Adm1n1stratrve support for 1981#82 w111 be orovi ed by NT¥<t anbn1ralaco11ege. '

Q , . ) ’_11_ C Ly - ) ’ Ly
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) 4) tmphasis in organizing the program will shift from responsjbte maqagement‘
of pub11c‘funds.tq generating relatively small corporate donatigns for instruction,,
and from experimentation.in program design¥,to an emphasis.on efficient operdtion of

LY

.the basic liberal arts design, : yoL L ‘ SO o
_.The loss of funding under Title IIIB, stable - despitg variations in levels - -
since 1976, was occasioned by a drastic cut in Federal dppropriations, , The Reagan
administration has’ proposed consolidation of all Title 3 (social service) dnd putri-
g tion program monigs” for fiscal year '82. Though the consequences™of such a bldck
grant cannot be predigted at this time, if the résult’is a,substantial decrease in
funds qoming to the city mgndated for social services,.Title IIIB support for ‘the pro-
gram can not be reStored. New York State Recreation’program funds for instructjonal
,costs may continue, but without substantial administrative suoport, the operation of
|the project would be jeopardized, T : T
- - . T ‘
, * -Thus, the maré?ﬁa%xfunding status of the program imndicates:a major challenge
for the next few years: to keep the project viable and effective through times 0
drastic peductions in spendipg both for services to the aging, and education for
.adults in diverse arenas. Beyond this-goal, however, several objectives will guide
the project's direction: ' : -
1) To_investigate and document thé impact of learning on older students. .
Anecdotall\evidence,-the self-reports of students, and the imp1icatioqs
of some of the findings of the study described in this report indicate
dramatic change in indiwidual students as a result of being involved (in
ISOA classes. Yet even, the intensive data collection and analysis per- .
$

mitted by the FIPSE graﬁt has not succeeded in specifying what the
effect is, beyond tanEaTizing clues. The possibilities raised by thi

/ ‘ initial exploration of the older leanner's motivations and rewards, _ -
R . 'will be further examined in subsequent evaluatidn research. _ . -
. %) To maintain the essential' academic content and goal of challenge to thL

older learner. A continuing conflict between the progran objectives o
the ISOA and of the agencies whose clients are students is inherent in

s ‘drogrém design. The elderly poor must depend 6n professionals as ad-
~ = Vocates on their behalf, in a system which.assumes they are incagab]e
/ . of, and*fajils:to provide the supports for maintaining their own personall

heatth and welfare. ~As ‘a result, social service staff workers come to

perceive their clients as passive, dependent, and needy, as unable to

make: decisions or act on their own behalf. The institute strives to in

' volve in cognitive growth experiences clients whose other ties to

) . social support systems tend to involve them in a netwark of dependency.

o Thus,,_.since .the program's objectives contradict the daily experience of
bothostaff and older adults, ISOA staff struggle constantly to maintain
the gssénge of the model - a foeus on respect for older learners; and
on ma rat1§;and‘growth. S

‘ 3) To eﬁcoﬁré&é fgpjication.o# the program;model'by other educators: Despit
continuing difficulties - in administration, funding, and maintemance of

. . academic excellence - and the lack of quantitative evidence of the pro-
gram's effect, literally thousands of learners viewed by many in the

‘

L *;ine.,'qffering classes 7n”radjo, compiling oral histories for material for
. teaching. reading, etc. ' . ' , . .
. r o ‘,%{ ¢
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~ fields of education and aging as "unreachable” and "unteachable" have become
vinvolved in learning: This success compels continuing efforts to.encourage
, adaptation of .the outreach.and academic content elements of the program
“ design with other older students. , ’ S
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s FUNDING, ENROLLMENT AND@ATTENDANC&PAITERNS N c
’ ’ PP ) ; 3 U
FUNDING IR SR O

oy T A though T?tle 3B fuhdmg, from the New. York C1ty Deparf.ment fd? the Aging, supported
. ﬁ »® \
the maaomty of the cﬁasses offered m the past year, over 30‘7 were pg1d for from other

la S % o0,

sources, . pr1nc1paHy Con Ed1son (9 876) and ‘the host agenmes themse]ves (8.5%).

-

\ " CLASSES BY FUNDING SOURCES. 198081 .. ° ;”*%.‘;}' : -

) & R W f Total ‘
© ‘ L « . a«” | Staten City- % of
EUNDING SOURCE . Brooklyn Manhattan Queeds Bronx Island [Wide .Total

4 T < = f§.. :

1

Title I111IB, OAA ‘% . 25 T 1 290 16 _ 1-g\ 105  68.6%

Title X, o1 I r b e 0 esd

'3 . . . . ¢ E . . » “+ . p\
Corporate 'Contrjbutions/‘z .6 5 Tae, 3t 15 9.8%"
© Volunteer - 2 N A 2 1.3
3. . [ - N iQ "; B '- . . ’
CCETAT L, SR R O T O N IR

Patd by Agency - 3 e g g 13m—gusy
L T TOTALY I S AP < UL W

! R

¢ . .
- . R . e ;9‘ R VL ‘G.l:E -/" -
’ . . . - o . ' v

CLASSES BY 4 of ' * doty] .. 'Total, - Average # Avérage # Rafeof ~ 'S
BOE‘OUGH; 1980-81 C]a'sses s Enrolfed Compieted "Enrélled - Comnleted Comnletion

-

- "
R

Manhattan . - . 47 :‘ 935,? .,'?1'84 9.8 4 102 524 ’
Bromx 22 540, ‘,;,;, AL R 12,3, L Sy - .

" Brooklyn . 50 © 1,300 o BIG ..+ 26,4 ¢ 153 & 62
Queens . - 33 93¢ . 6ot 283 9.8 - 708 -
Staten Island \ 1, 7'1‘ Tew  46° el ———y I 65% ‘

TOTAL 153: 3,797  2,370-~. . - T24.8 .. 14.8" 60% -
o - s rt'%‘ \ \ ' ° :

»

4+ ° ' . . - ° * . “
lthroughNYCDFTA o AP
"2 Con Edison .14, Chemical Bank S I

" . . . .

3 from N.Y.C Dwtment of Emp]oyment, .thro;ﬁ_ah the N.Y Foundation for Senior Citizens.
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ENROLLMENT AND ATTENDANCE PATTERNS

L4

Judg1ng from the number of courses offered enrollment and attendance records psychology
and the social sc1ences* were the most popu]ar courses in the*program again th1s year,
Over half of all’ ISOA c]asses (56 )aﬁd near?y half of those students chose themselves,

( 67%) were in ¢hese.fwo areas. A high proport1on of all classes (about one f1fth)

were in language skills: read1ng and English as a Seceﬂg/kanguage (ESL) (The ava1Tab111ty
of a coordinator funded by the New York State Education Department and CETA instructors

in ESL and Spanish allowed an increase in reading and ESL classes to nearly doqb]e the

previous year's offerings,) Courses in the humanities, the arts, and fpreﬁgn Tanguages

“all declined—for—1980-81- e - - .

COMPARISON OF IéOA COURSES, 1967-81, By TOPIC

L ; . 1969-79 1979-80  ° 1980-81
Psychology T 1ssy v 156w 19.3%
_Social Sciences 57.6% _ 27.9% . ‘; 33.3%
Humanities = - Em 21x iy
(Art, Music,Drama, Literature ‘ a A ‘
Philosophy, Religion)’ | ' LT
Health o 10,03 L8y Y s
" Movement - 7.6 4.5 .457% °
Other T ‘ .'~' 0. . 6.1 , . 4.0% L
‘Science o T8, T (x*ffwﬂi;o -
Basic Language Skilds . . 11.0% = - . 9.5 . 18.0%
(Reading & ESL) | : ) j ' | I
Foreign Languages .. .. 9.24 a R X AR N

A & a

* History, economics, political SC1ence, anthropo]ogy, socwo]ogy, international

. re]at10ns - ; | P

, %
. o rﬁ
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COURSE§ OFFERED, 1981¢82, CITY-WIDE \

: : ‘ # of 9 of. #° # Average Aver. % |
ACADEMIC Clésses Total’ Enrolled Completed Enrolled Conp. Comp.
Psychology ‘ 29 7 19.3% 836 535 28.8 . 18.4 64%

_Social Sciences . - B0 < 33,3% 1,461 928 . 29.2 ° 18.6 64%
Science o -0 - 0% . -0- -0- -0- -0~ m---- -
Humanities (PhilosopyReligion) 4 2.7% 105 54" 26.3 1355  51%
Literature® 1, 6% . . 17 13 - 17.0 13.0  76%

TOTAL ACADEMIC . 84 56% ~ 2,419 1,530 28.8  18.2. 63%
NON-ACADEMIC ~ - . SN S o
\ . ) B

Art Appreciation \ 10 6.7% 189 96. . 1897 96 51%
Movement % 4 2.7% 74 41 .18.5 10,2 55%
Health o 8 . 5.3% 220 110 27.5 , 13.7 . 50%
LegaT Rights 3 2.0 . 61" _ 44 22.3° -~ 14.7 . -66%
Music Appreciation . 3 204 . 82 58 27.3 19.3 Y714

——Other . - i 6 4.04  * 113 68 18.8 - 11.3 *60%-
TOTAL . NON- ACADEMIC: B 34 22.6% 745 417 .- 219 . 12,2 55.9%

LANGUAGE SKILLS ' '

Foreign Language . .4 2.7% 68 45 - 17.0  11.3 66% .

Reading : ‘ T 6.0  .143 74 " 15.9 8.2 52% .
LEnglish as a Second'Lanquaé?* 18 . . 12.0% 280 158 - 15..6 - 8.7 56%

TOTAL LANGUAGE - 38 . 20.6% 491 @77 15.8 8,9

~ 56.47%
\ - N ) . . . :
, The effect of student choice, race and soc1oeconom1c status on oatterns of enro]]ment oyer
‘the past 3 years of the proaects history were stud1ed \n preparation for presentat1on to
the Gerontolog1ca1 Society in the fall of 1981 Figures for 1980-81 reflect the maJo%
effects of these factors.' . o

B .
- [}

'l;Studentsgprefer courses they choose themselves:

»

Nhen.students'are deliberately involved in choosing a class,even if it's the same course
chosén bj.staff members, more ,come to the class, generally more often. Even inracademic

cTasses, the proportian of students enr0111ng who come to 6 or more sess1ons is the same

regard1ess of who chose the classy nearly 5 more students, on the average, enroll in a
c1ass And for non- academ1c and 1anquaqe classes, 20% more students comnlete classes
\ -

¢ they chose. ' o . '° ‘ : oy

" 2-Students. choose d1fferent c1asses than staff choose for them and prefer academic study

to "e;press1ve" or "cop1ng" sk1115 Tearning: Except 1n 1anguage sk111$ which staff

“and students choose in the same proportions, about 204, the o]der student's preference
! 5; ’ 3 . . .

.= 19 -
R ) 0_
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»

'.Student—chOSen

!/ 8

for academic learning and lack BY interest in art merment' health, etc.

perﬁeived by those who p]an ir programs.

5
classes selected by center staff were in these areas

chose tgg arts, movefient, hea]th 1ega1 rights, and soc1a] act1on more than 5 t1mes as, .

often as students.

suff1c1ent]y to put forth the extra effort required -to organ1ze asclass frequent]y Under- .

o .

For 1nstance,r1n 1981-81, more than 7 out
of 10 grQups of older studen s chose academic topics to study, but.only 4 of 10 of the

Centerﬁworktrs, by contrast,

Clearly, " even those who valug the o]der person S need for ]earn1ng

estimate their clients' capac1t1es or 1ntenest in 1nte1]ectua] cha]]enges‘

, s often not®

Staff/Student Difference

SOCIAL SCIENCE e 7
Staff-chosen 2. 1%
Student-chosen— . '44.3%,

Staff/Student Difference . +21.2%

ART o
Staff=chosen

R

~ - . i
" COMPARISON OF SELECTED GLASSES BY STAFF AND STUDENT CHOICE, CfTYJWfDE; 1980-81
. N = . %of Average ~ Average Rate df'
ALL ACADEMIC CLASSES . TOTAL "Enrolled Comn]e?ed Completion
Staff-chosen: - 41% 2.4 15.4 | 63%— -
Student-chosen 72.8% 31.6 20 63%
Staff/Student Difference +31.8% +7.2 +4.6, \ 0-
ALL NON-ACADEMIC CLASSES ' N ~ ,
) . \\ . ) - .« 0
Staff-chosen .- 37.2% - _ 22.1 11.7 53% . .
‘Student-chosen, . C7.1% 21.0 15.0 72%
" Staff/Student D1fference -30.1% , =-1.1 +3.3 ° ~4+19%
'ALL LANGUAGE CLASSES I
Staff-chosen : 45:5%, -
Student-chosen . , 67.3%
Staff/Student Difference ﬁﬁlf8%
PSYCHOLOGY . '
Staff-chosen. : .o 65%
Student-chosen . " 6%%

L

iy




% of ‘Average  Average Rate of
TOTAL . Enrolled Comp]eted Completion

MOVEMENT .

Staff-chosen
Student-chosen’

7

ENGLISH AS A SECOND'LANQUAGE*

.'\, Staff-chosen ° 17.9%
Student -chosen- o 5.7%

Staff/Student D1fference .~12.2%
., T

. READING -
Staff- chosen » 5 . 2.6%

... Student-chosen ) + 10%
_ Staff/Student Difference , +7.4% )

W1th est1mates for the c1ty asﬂ%‘whole of 19. 4% 1 total non-wh1te e]der]y population.

3

Income levels were: 23% poor, 38% work1ng c]ase§ 31% middle c]ass (1ow-1eve1 fihite

o]]ar), and 7% upper m1dd1e c]ass (managera] techn1ca1) Race appears to be weak]y Jf,»N\

Tinked, to enro11ment and attendance patterns, B]ack and H1span1cs have 1ower average .

enro]]ment than wh1tes and racna]]y m1xed groups, but rates of completion are nearly.the ‘aaé

same. More strong]y assoc1ated are 1ncome level and 1eveTs of enrollment and completion

" in ISDA-classes, 1mp1y1ng that the true 1nf1uenge on\part1c1gat1on,may well be amount of

previous educat]‘on,2 rather than race or gocio-economic status alone.’

Lo ' “AUG 13 192

U‘\IVERSITY or CALI-ORN\LY
%‘_G ‘
. Ih""‘l “LP\IH\(‘HOL\L FOR

96 PO\! ELL llﬂll RY BUn l)l'\(‘
LoS A\(;ELE& CALIFORNIA 90021 ‘
. EE 36
- . : ¢ ’ ) *

* The vagar1es of CETA emp]oyment ‘patterns caused the ISOA to be without a Span1sh-
_speaking worker to conduct’student meetings for the first 5 months of the year.
" Thus, for Hispanic students, many more ESL classes were chosen of necess1ty by
staff than students. ) :

I 1976 &stimates, New York City Department for the Agvng Research Unit: 11.3%
B]ack 6.0% H1span1c, 2:1% gther, 80.6% Hh1te \ .

-~

® - \ td['
2 A factor wh1ch, in the Nat1ona1 Project IV evaluation, d1fferent1ated studen >
from non-students within the same racial and soc1oeconom1c groups. ’
. - =

%
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M ‘ £ : f: . : :-’AI
) X . .t ) -~ .‘r,: ',"‘g RN . . L ) . A, {,\.
'?'%RACE'AND SOCIOECONOMIC STATUS OF STUDENTS,| CITY-WIDE : o o .-
e o4 T / - . NI
h ] ' ! ¢ - ' ¥ L
R t J . , ) . ) . - * s
: # OF #. # e AVERAGE AVERAGE RATE OF % OF
‘ RACIAL COMPOSITION CLASSES ENROLLED .COMPLETED . ENROLLED COMPLETED COMPLETION TOTAL .
v K ) ’ T !
- BLACK 27 630 - 295 19.6-., 10.9 ° 56% 17.6% .

* WHITE H8 2,686 71,625, 27.00 . - 16.5 61% 64%

.+ HISPANIC R A 249 144 ‘146 = 8.5 58% 11%
MIXED”. : \ 9 . 233 150 .25.9 {. 16.6 64% 6%
ASIAN gl 10 - 21 . -0- . <2.0.2. 10 . 487 - 7%

¢ N . o ‘,’.. ie ' S .’%.‘f e 1‘3 o~ ~ ~?/ . ’ ‘ /
SOCIOECONOMIC STATUS: = -"™w'l. "% . = . S
-POOR * CE T Bl ees a3 L7 9.6 519 . 23%
BLUE COLLAB: ., . -, 58 Tt 1,421 876 « o 24.5 15.1 62% 38%
MIDDLE CLASS & - 47 1,278 | 773- '27.2 16.4° 60% 81%
“"UPPER MIBDLE CLASS ~§~0 ,38?. 253 38.2 . 25.3 66% 7%
Student mvo]vement in course selection appears to be cmtlcaI 1n enhancmg enrollment and
attendance regar‘d]ess of the race or soc1oeconom1c status of students, as the above charts .

'show Ihth on]y ane exceptmn, number enroI]ed; number comp]etmg, and rates of comple- ‘

) tion were ‘mgher,for' student-se] ected classes in every r'at:1a],_and income group analyzed. # §
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