
DOCUMENT RESUME

ED 217 LA7 CS' 206. 960
,

AUTHOR -,. Ogan, Christine; Swift, Clint
, .

TITLE
.

Is the News about Development All Good? A Content
"Analysis of'Selected Foreign Newspapers.

PUB DATE /- Jul 82 .-

NOTE 24p.; Paper presented at the Annual Meeting of the-
Association for Education in JoUrnalism (.65th,
'Athens, OH, July 25-728, 1982).

MF01/PC01 Plus Postage.
Content Analysis; Developed Nations; *Developing
Nations;. *bevelopment; Journalism; *Media Research; .

*Newspapers; *News Reporting
.

4 V

EDRS,PRICE.
DESCRIPTORS

-
ABSTRACT,

Defining development as a participatory,,process
within a society aimed at creating or maintaining social structures
and institutions that allow vsociety's'present and future needs- to
be met, a study was undertaken to discover what kind of treatment was
given to, development news, by Third World media: Eleven foreign
newspapers from a university library were analyzed for content for 1
month. The papers came from a variety of countries, including China,
Israel-, and Canada, and from five countries in Africa. A total of
3,031 deNielopment news items-were found, or,ebout.9 or 10 items per
issue.'A measure of the proportion of the page and. determination of
the \priority each item had received were made. Over half of the items
were less than one - eighth of the page. Priority estimation followed a
si,mila4 pattern, in that only 28.5% of the.items were 'high priority,
45.% were given middle priority, anc 22.5% received low priority.
Developmest nAls was primarily gathered-by-tile newspaper Staff'or the-
nationellWews agency of the country; and most items came from the
--latter. The results appeared tosupport the charges that Third World
'media place no more emphasis on` development news than do Western news
agencieS. (HTH)

. 6

.

. . e .
,

.

***********************************************************************
* Reproductions s pl d by EDRS,are the best that can be made *

' rom the oe'iginal doctiment* - ,- *

**!********************************************************************

a



IS THE NEWS ABOUT DEVELOPMENT ALL GOOD?

A Content, Analysis of Seleotird Foreign Newspapers

t.

1

by

Christine Ogan
and

Clint Swift

Schopl of Journalism
Indiana University

Bloomington, IN 47405

"PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE THIS
MATERIAC. HAS BEEN GRANTED BY .

Christine Ogan

Clint Swift

JO THE EDUCATIONAL RESOURCE6
INFORMATION CENTER (ERIC)"

.International
CommUnication
Division

US DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION
NATIONACINSTJTUTE OF EDUCATION

EOUCATIONAt RESOURCES INFORMATION

ofj
r_

CENTER ERIC
his Ju unit nt has :wn reproduced ...

ret elveed trom the person Or organization
Ul9.1,311111.) ,t

Minor owndes have teen made to improve
reproduction kprollty

Points of V,,,, ..7.,,,,,S stated in this docu
merit do not net rssanly represent of Taal NIE.
position or p0,,y

Presented` to the International ammunication Divisipli, Association
.

, for Education in Journalism, annual conveltion,_Ohio University, Athens,
Ohio, July 1982.

I



0
g

)

".

In the ongoing debate over the role of the Big Four western news agencies

in covering the news about the Third World), the words "development news" or

"development journalism" have been used describe what is missing in West-
,

ern.concepts of news value.

Many journalists and critics in a variety of Third World nations charge I....

that the."good news" abouE the progress made toward development is seldom

found in the Western press- -and indeed such news doesn't evenget out of the

country to benefit other neighboring or distant devel?-ping countries.

Some persons believe it is also important to disseminate information

about the failures 'of development. This news may be helpful to other coun-

tries that may be considering similar approaches.

Narinder Aggarwala, regional infOrpation officer for Asia and the Pacific

at the United Nations Development Program,.claimsthatmost Western corres-'

pondents interested in spot news about the sensational, strange and exotic,

neglect information about "movements on the development front in the.problem2r

Iidden Third World." (1981; p. 8)

f' -.0( Aggarwala would not have this news be equated with gOvernment controlled
; e r

news and information handouts; rather it should be looked upon as a new form

/of investigative reporting. (1978, p. 200) The journalist's job on a devel-
;

i

opment new.sbeat is to "critically examine and evaluate the relevance of a

development projetct to national and local needs, the difference between a

Itplanned scheme and its actual implementa.iOn, and the difference between its

impact on peOple' as claimed Iv governme

(1979, p: 181),

.other persons writing about the im pOrtance of covering news of develop-
>A0

officials and as it actually is."

ment
1

have been dismayed about the lack of such news in the Western press, and

that' of developing countries where the p, UPI, Reuters and AFP are the main

ti



sources of foreign news.,

Ifthe_charge that development news is undercovered is accurate- -and

some research lends support to that conclusion (Lent & Rao; Weaver and

. -
Wiihoia--the question, of how the developing world covers such news about

tself is then raised. Is news,value.so 'different in the Third World -that
4

ridge- building, family planning and vaccination campaigns' are front page

items and politidal news is subordinate to deVelopment project news?

. In one content analysis of developmen't news in two major Indian. news-
,

papers, Vilanilam foundthat little attention was paid Co developmental

categories of "family planning, housing, economic activity, education and
4

literacy, employment and labour welfare, health hygiene and medicine, rural

and urban,development and social change." (1975, p. 40) Political activity

comprised the majority of news in the two papers, while some attention was

paid to agriculture, technology, scientific .and industrial development.

Vilanilam's research was limited to a sttpdy'of the amount of such news,
0

in the two papers of one country.for a constructed week.
a

PurpoSe'of the ,Study i

This Study was undertake fo find out vIlliqt priority is being placed on

development news,in the press of *elected Third World jountries.2 Very few

studies7have.specifically examined the development news coverage.in.the
4

world. As a result, both Third World and Wtern'news media representatives

continue to hurl criticisms at one another without substantiation: This ,

ot

study was meant to begin to.provide spme concrete.:8ata concerning the nature

'of development, news.

, .

The research purpose was,also tediscover what kind of treatment was

actually given to 'development news--Ws the informatiori merely a report

.
.

based on a government handout as claimed'by many Western correspbndents and

c
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news agency personnel, or was such news treated in an analytic, investigative...

manneras Aggarwala would have it? Specifically the following, questions
,

were addressed:

1. What importance is.given to developthent news in the newspapIrs'
of.slected countries?

'2. What development topics receive the greateit attention?

3. What'is the nature of the sources utilizedin the reporting of .

development news?
.,

N N
4. How critical are the development news items and what is the nature

of that criticism?
,

-1 .

5. Are there any differences in development news reporting in
different systems:

, /
a. the privately-owned newspapers in countries with '-

relatively little government controle over the .!

Media (hereafter referred to as privately owned);

b. the non-socialist newspapers in countries with
. 'relatively high,governmene.control over the media

(hereafter referred?to as non-socialist);'and

c. the newspapers in socialist countries in which
media are highly controlled(hereafter referred
to as socialist).

;Definition.of terms-

In arriving.at an operational definition for i"development" and "develop-

ment news," the researcherS, along with an entire graduate class in communi- ii

cation and hational'development, 3
examined a number of other definitions

and discussed the concepts in an ideal sense as well as in their-use'in

other research.4

Development was defined as"a participatory procesy within a society

'aimed at creating and/or laintaining social 'structures and institutions

which allow society's present and future needs,tc4 be met. The 'process
/

is shaped by members of the total society in stile context of their history,

their culture and the environment they are seeking to control.",

Development was not considered' a terminal process; differept countries,

J
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including those presently, considered developed on certain scale , would

be included in the definition.

Developmen4 news, or news about this process, was operationalizea as

any news report, feature story, photograph, piece of art work, editorial,

syndicated column'oz' letter \to the editor that related to development..

Eiccluded were announcements, politics, crime, comics and other unrelated-9'

'c items.. A ttal of 24 Categories into which development news could.be

broken was identified.5.

Foreign newspapers in the university library were selected for exam-
.

ination bAed on their availability and the language skillS of the coders.
6 4

Newspapers, from 11 -countries were chosen.
.

s .

Originally the newspapers were to be analyzed for theksame time period:'

. HoWeligr, due to problems of availabsility for a comparable period, each

A(
paper was content .analyzed fpr one month between March..gnd August 19'81.

ll . - w
.

,

About 70% of the newspapefs analyzed-*ere issues from the months of March
,

and .une 981. Although ideally use of the same month for all newspapers

would have'been better methodologicallyit can be argued that no matter

what the time frame, a newspaper dedicated to the philosophy of covering

development news wouldinclude such news at all times of the'year. The

, , A
amount and nature 'of-. that news should not vary substantially from month

to month.

, The newspapers included in the s ere as follows: Granma, Havana;

Cuba; Botswana Daily News, Gabarone, Bot ana; The People's Daily, Beijini:

China; The Herald, Salisbury, Zimbabwe; Al- Madinah, Jeddah, Saudi Arabia;

The Jerusalem-Post, Jerusalem, Israel; Neuer'Weg, Bucharest, Romania The

Daily Nation, Nairobi, Kenya; The Rand Daily Mail, Johannesburg, South

Africa; The Globe &_Mail, TOrontd, Canada; and TbeNew Nigerian, Lagos,

Nigeria.

7'

U
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. __Newspaper content was analyzed according to the riiationsh4.2 04D-the
S

.

.,

press with the.government'of the c,ountry. .Countries.w1hiCh exercised.little. .

control'oVer press content, and where the newspaper is privately owned' in Ude

Canada', Israel and 'South Africa. 6 t

Countries where the government, exerts a relatively large influence an

the press' -where the press is either government-owned or privately owned and

subject to great contrpl'nclude; Botswana, Zimbabwe, SaudiArabia,,Kenya
c).

and Nigeria.

- ,

Government control, in a different farm,,,in the planned economy, exists

O.Romania, Cuba and China.

*The selected. newspapers of the several countries were grouped accordingly

for a part of the analysis.

Although the definition for devglopment inkluded poor agrarian countries

as well as large industrial nations, there was a need to decide which

countries of the-world would be called "developed" and which ones "developing."
,

'For purposes of this research, the World Bank classifiCation was modified

such that all-industrialized countries and the centrally planned economies

with relatively high GNP/pc were termed "developed," while all low and middle

income countries, the capital-surplus oil exporters and the low GNP/pc cen-

trally planned economies were called "developing. "7 The researchers were

somewhat dis atisfied with this classification system, given the notion that
.

all countries` continue the development process on one or two-variables an

arbitrary decision on this issue was required.

Two reliability checks on'a sample of content across several English

language newspapers qn the study were conducted; one about the middle of the-
.

.st1.0y, and one towards the end. ReSults of a pair -wise reliability check'
,

. ,
. .

. on several of the research variables revealed a wide range of reliability.,
.

. w. .

froM a'negative value of Scott's Pi to a 1.00 value. Part of the problem in

.
.

obtaining consistently high levels arose from the nature
I
of the cross-cultural

coding.

7
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Eight different ilationaritfes,wdre representedin the class. Most of the
-

/ '

.

coders chose newspapers from their own, countries--or neighboring countries.

It was felt that the coding of familiar material'in'the,native language of the

coder produc0 more reliable results than the artificial reliability checks on

the cross sample.of material. The subject' ofreliability using non-English

material and foreign coders needs to be addressed more thoroughly in the future. ,

4 Results

Amount and Source of Story

2

total'of.3,031 development news items were found'in the one-month

examination of 11 -neOspapers, or about 9-10 itemsgper isSue.8 Development

news was about evenly distributed over the days of the week:

About 75% of theitems consisted of a story only, while 21% included

a photo or illustration to accompany thg story.

The'prominence,given,to the development news was somewhat difficult to

standafdiae across the'newspapers as some'papers were in broadsheet form with 20

or more pages per issue and others were eight-page tabloids. Therefore a

measure of the proportion of the page and a determinati n of whether the
'

item received high, middle or low priority was made.t.Only 17% of the- items

coded covered one - fourth of the page or more; 2f% spanned T/8 - 1/4 page;.

and 58% were less than 1/8 page.

Priority estimation followed a similar pattern. High priority was given

to only 2.5% pf the items; middlb-level priofity was assigned to 49%,and"

low
*

priority to 22.5% of the items../

The need foi receiving'news about_development from other countries

may be present,..but the predominant practice'is to report on the native

country. More than 86% of all development news originated within the
.

country. LesS than 1% of the development news originated in neighboring

counttes and another 5% came from another developing country outside the '

region. Some persons would attribute this lOcal oriert,tation trend to the
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a -inability to gather Tiews,outside the native country. Supporting bureaus of

the national new agency or foreign correspondents is-an expensive business

and if the world news agencies don't supply that information, it may Ue'

impossOle toget.-H
0

Clearly, the news about development is primarily gathered by the news-
,

paper Staff or the national news agency inthe country. Less than 5% of
/

all development,items were attributed to any of the major world agencies "

(tha includes:Tass).

Recently much has been written abut the rise of cooperative news pools

-. .

which are meant to generate more development news to be used by other.in-
,,

terested nations. Tanjiig's Non-aligned News Pool, begun in,1976, has been
. --,

,

.

the most publicized of these cooperatives, brit Inter Press Service, based r.

in RO-11e, and a number of regional news cooperatives in Africa, Asia and

',the Middle East live'recently been established to fill 'in the gaps left in

development news coverage by the major wire services.

The amount of news available to 'tlik newspapers in this study from

the existent cooperative, agencies is unknown, but only 14 items originated

from any'regional pr international news cooperative.

The newspapers in the study,seem t o keep in relatively good touch with
7

their leaders regardin& develdpment issues as,hbout 5% of the items were

attributed to readers.
.

The bulk.of the development news was Atributed to the national news

agenag of the country (23.4%) or a reporter workingAlfor the newspaper'it-

se4 '(560%). (See Table 1)

Development News Topics

A total of 24 separate topics were
4
listed in coding thd news items.

Nearly 50% of thestories concerned only five topics, however: agriculture,

o
economics, ediacation, industry and national integration. About 75% of the

,
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'.' stories mentioned only 10 topic6. In addition to the five listed,the topiCs

of culture, labor, health, trade and transport made-up three-fourths of the.

topics mentioned.

Treatment of Development News.

gr

-ti

Some of the criticisms of development news as it presently appears were

.s9bstantlated in this study. And then again, _the analysis of the treatment

of developMent news also turned up some surprises:

Although one might think that development news would generally appeaf-
,

in Tture ,format--and some of the cooperative agencies which are promoting

development news are called feature agencies--this study found the'majority

of the news to be spot pews 4(58.9%) fhther than feature (4.4%)10

The sources consuljed for the development news are.thought by Western

critics.to 5-67-Imarily government sources and the information distributed

to reporters appearing in the form of official public relations andouts.
/'

The results of this cgntent analysis lent some support to at idea--but

other,non-govevnmenr, sources were,dlso (npnsulted i he observed stories(

More human sources thap'dacuments were. used X51.4% vs. 23.7%): Some
.

stories used both ltumadand document sources (7.5%) and the rest of the items

were pictures,graphics or other unidentified rces.

As to how'these sources were used in the stories, alone or with other

sources, both critics and supporters of, the use of deveilopment news can

take some pleasure. Government sources only wereoused in 35.9%.of the stories,

\ but no government sources were consulted in *an additional 25.8% of the news

items., Another 14.,2%usedgovernment sources along with other sources and,

23.9% did not.provide attribution for the sources consulted.

When these sources were described in more detail (official goverhment,

official opposition,government expert, non-government opposition, non-
.

government expert or person affected by the news story) the overwhelming

p

$

1
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single source of news was the government official (26%), It is likely

t at analysis of most developed countries' news coverageon many topics

would demonttrate a reliance on government sources, however. Of the non-
,

government soutces consulted, of the stories used non-government opposif-

tion; 18.3% used non-government experts,' 15.0% used other Ron-government

persons; and.8.9% Used the person affected by the issue. The total number

of stoties in which non-government spurces'wete. used was 1,293, or 30.8%.
11

'Foreign sources were infrequently used inthe stories of the study. A

total of 353_items, or 11.7% of the items used foreign sources only; another

4.4% used both fotdign and.natiye sources. As expected, the large percentage

of stoties origipated within the country,'67.2% relying on only native

sources. Developing countries ,are therefore relying mote,on their own.

expertise on issues of development than on foreign .pxperts for such infor-
,

matiofi. This was seen as a healthy trend.

4t cross tabulation of sourceN(foreign and-ntliTe) With.the topics bl
. -

the development news showed that for ners tend to be consulted more fie-
.

quently on issues of econo , family planning, mass media,Lurbanization

and migrationtLs.04-ence, trade and race relations than on other topics.

--"\\Several variables in the sway were set up to test the actual' treatment

of development news againgt the ideals set up by Aggarwala.. Essentially

the question' is: Are.heWspapers allowed to.criticize government officials

and other government and notirgovernmentagencies, initiators of development

projects, etc. An the reportlu, of development news? *Or in fact, is "good

news" all the public'gets on these issues?

The results of this study proVide mixed answers to that question. Some

stories are critical;, many are not. Some present a balanced coverage of

4
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.

issues; some do not. Some serve a true investigative purpose and others

0-
do, not . '

.

t
.

.

.

.

Coders were asked to assess the overall tone of the stories they read.,
..-, ,

While it wasn't difficult foethe coders to distinguish between stories'
4,-

-

with a positive or negative' tone, those stbr%14ies which were balanced or.

neutral presented some problem:

Initially; a "balanced" story was defined as one which contained

. ,

both positive and negative elements,, but the overrll.cOveiage was perceived

°' to present -a assessment ',oQ both kinds ,of elements, The-neutral Story,

a.

on the other hand, was one which was written in such a way that it c ntaihe0 ,

0

neither support for noncriticism of 4py element of the story. -Becaus of
A

coder difficulty in definition, "neutral" and "balanced" stories were ct4m-

bined.

About half 03%) of the stories were poitive, while only 10% were

negative. The balanced or neutrgl stories comprised the remainder (37%).

About one-fourth (23.2p 'of the stories contained statements from

sources critical of the development, while about half(51.6%) contained no

critical sources. The other''one-fourth (25.7%) could not be coded on ehis

variable.
12

. . .

In general, little evaluation of the development issue was contained in-
, ,

L .

`the stories. Four variables dealt with evaluation, as follows: a comparison

. ,
of the outcome of a development-related event with the original'plan; a

,

comparison of the claim for success of the event with its actual puccess;

speculation on the future of the develdpmerftl and a comparison of the develop-

mept in the' native country.with'a similar event in another country(ies).,
. s

. Since many of the stories could n'ot be.examined'in this way (about one-third

with an actual project or tangible development plans) those -

I

0



stories could not be coded on these variables. Of the stories .to which.

these variables were pertinent.' the following results were obtained:

1. About one-third (31.3%) of the stories compared] the outcome of
'

the development with the original goal.

2. About one-third (34.4%) of the stories compared the success of

the development with the claim for success:

,3. About 2/3 of the.stories (65.5% speculated on the future of the

develoPMent.

4

4. Only 21.3% made any comparion with a similar development event in
4

another country.

Breakdown by Type of System

IA look at-the countries represented in the study might lead one to ex-
.

-41

pec5 real differences in the Way in which development news would be covered

/

in pne area of the world or another. Therefore, a descriptive analysis

d on the philosophy of the role,of'"the pre6t in the society and the

ature of the relationship between the press and the government was undertaken.

Countries where the press is privately owned and relatively few
i ,v.

! restrictions on the newsgathering and,reporting process are placed include

c . ..-------a
Canada, Israel.and South Africa. In these countries,more critical reporting,

/ the use of a greater number of critical sources and-non-government sources,

'and more balanced reporting of issues was expected.

In the socialist countries of the study--Cuba, Romania and. the People's

\Republic of China--greater use of government sources, criticism of the ways

iti'which5 a plan was carried out (in line with Party philosophy and an overall

posit' ve tone was expected.

Under a more authoritarian system, following Siebert et al.'g definition,

where the press is either government owned or privately owned and closely

13
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V

controlled by the government through press laws or -other forms of censor-
,

.e- ,

.

ship, the countries of Zimbabwe, Saudi,Arabia, Botswana, Kenya, and Nigeria
.

;

. .

fall.
13

Here more "good news" would be expected, if the 4.Western critics7.,

are right. Reporting of development activity would likely contain less

.

frequent use of critical sources and fewer critical statements about gov-

A

ernment-initiated plans Or projects. --'4-0:

breakdown Of the newspapers into these general categories revealed

'f wer-differences
.

than might be 'expected.

Regarding) the nature of sources consdlted for the,coded stories,

somewhat more stories relied on "government sources only" in
4

the more con-

trolled countries' press. In the non-socialist'hewspapers 41.9% of the
( .

stoles used only government sources, while in the privaeiy-owned newspapers

28.8% of.the stories relied only, on government sources. The socialist news-

papers contained development news stories in which 27.3% of the items relied

on governntent sources only. Never, the coders of the socialist newspapers pointed

out that a large number of stories were not attributed to any source (257).

4V-
. "4.0 n -- ,,

and these stories,were likely based on government sources. %

c..

When the categories of "some" government sources and "only" govern-

ment sources were combined there were fewer differences between the...R/4

vately owned and the non-socialist papers. (See Table 2,)

The main source used in the writing pf the stories was aR official -

government source. This held true fon all three types of presses Between 42%
I

41,

4 and 43% of all stories coded used a government source as'the primary source.

Non-government experts were the second most frequently consulted source in

stories from all newspapers. (See Table 3)

Foreign sources were uncommon in all three categories of newspapers.
A

Lessithan 16% of the stories consulted foreign nsources in each category. (vary-

ing from 9.6% in socialist newspapers to 15.5% in the privately owned news-

, h

4
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papers.')

The expected positive'tone of the development news stories was

found in both socialist (75.2% of items) and non-socialist newspapersr .

(44.5% pf items) Nrhile the privately - owned' newspapers contained fewer posi-

tive/items (28.2%). A balanced or neutral tone was found in 47.5% of the

privately-owned stories, 46.5% of the non-socialist stories and 14.4%

of socialist items.

Sources critical of development issues were also consulted mare

frequently in the privately, -owned stories (54.1% of.the stories where this

. .determination was applicable) than it the other newspapers--27.7% of non-
r1'

socialist items at 28.5% of the s()cialist.

The variables in which the development issue was evaluated. did not%

follow any pattern which could be predicted from the, degree of press auton-

omy in the various countries.

. -

Speculation on the future of the development event was the most

'frequent kind of evaluation- -and probably the most easily made. One of the
;

coders, a native Nigerian, said that the Nigerian newspapers.were constantly _

speculatidt on the pos ,itive future outcome f9r some particular project, but
Al

that frequentlI, little progress toward goal would be seen at the tar-

geted date. In items where such speculation was possible, the private...14-

owned newspapers-speculated in 66.9% of the items; the non-socialist papers

'did so in 57.8% of, items, and the socialist papers speculated in 75.8%

of the items.

Comparison of the outcome of'the development .event with the original'
/

plan was made lest frequently. In stories where this variable was applicable,

40% of the stores from the privately-owned newspaper, 33% of the non-socialist

newspaper stories, and 78.7% of the socialist newspaper stories made compa-

risons, Since a constantievaluationC.of outcome vs. plan is part of the

s.
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socialist system philosophy,' the relatively high percentage of items which

were actually evaluated in this way was expected.

The outcome of the development event was compared with the claims

for its success more often in the stories of the non-socialist (44.4%5 and

socialist (42.5%)than in thoseof the privately-owned (19.5%). Given the

i-elatitiely high percentage of stories which were positive in tone,-it is
r

likely that such evaluation was not critical.

The least frequently used form of evaluation was the comparison of

the development event with asimilar event in another country. This was

expected, given the relatively infrequentuse of foreign source and foreign

*mob.
wire service or coopetative news agency.datelines..'Only, 15% of the stories

(where this variable was applicable)' Made any'comparison with other coun-
f,

tries in the privately-ownets " ri-es-Ma e

the compaiisonin "e non-socialist paper's; and 20.9% ofothe stories in the

socialist papers compared drelopmentevents cross-nationally. Since such

seemingly little access t
10

foreign information was available for use the

frequency of- comparative statements is greatet than might be expected.

Conclusions 1/4. '

C4

There are no final answers to the charges made by either side in the

discussion of coverage of development news. In an interview with4Aggarwala

on this subject, he said that:the newsvalues of journalists rh many de-

veloping countries are not that eh different from those existing in the

United States, and that development news is just not a high priority item

at the moment. (Feb. 13, 1982) Regional cooperative news agencies are just

1 "0

lr
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.!
now getting off the ground and one must look to the future for concrete

evidence of the-Worth of these agencies in supplying development news.
.

-

A

' The statement about low priority speaks to the amount and placement

of development news, but not to the -treatment of the news. The results

of this study lend support to both sides of the issue. While it is true

that the developing countries in this study tend to rely more on government

sources for information and do not contain many critical sources from either

government opposition or non-government sources, to some extent the same,

can be said for the countries in the privately owned group. Perhaps the

state of the art in development news has not advanced much past the govern-
.

4

ment agency-public relations mode.

It is also true 'that many of the stb-ries did contain critical sources

and did make an attempt at evaluating the development ~project, plan or

policy. Certainly this study must be considered part of_an on-going evalua-

,tyn of deVelopment'news--not for the purpose of quellinge the strident voices

in the argument--but rather for discovering how' development news might Pest

be used to promote the development goals of countries across the worn.

A final note regarding the cross-national use of content analysis is in

order here. As the push for a-New,International Intoimation Order is not

likely to disappear in the coming years, cross-national news flow and related,

studies will continue. It is important to conduct comparative research to

determine news values and news reporting practices on an international-level..

Content analysis, as a research method, is not witlut its problems when

'conducted in a single cultural setting. This study brought the compounded prob-
.%

lemsof cross-cultural analysis sharply into focus. Often when such research

,<Ionducted, inter-coder reliability is not even rasured. The range Of relia-

bility in this study was extreme and would likely-pose a similar problem wher-.

ever several languages and cultures were being used for coding. The failure to

report reliability does not solve the problem. But measuring reliability on a



sample of the material in English is also not an ideal solution. Coders may

be considerably more accurate in their native languages than they are in Eng-,

la

Tnt. They may also fail to understand the subtleties of the coding process

which are provided in English. Wherever translation of materdal is necessary,

a problem exists. This problem needs to be diredtly addressed in future use

of cross-national content analysis.
1

Although it is almost,a cliche that researches end papers of this nature

with acall for more research and a note on the preliminary and tentative

nature-of the conclusions, th is the third piece of research. conducted in

this area by one of the authors. Future research will expand and improve on

this;analysis.as well as.examine the develo ent news agencies' role and prog-

ress toward their espoused goals.*
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Notes

1
Richard Critchfield, author of Villages and many other articles based

on his observ"ations of cle;eloment at the grass roots level throughout the
world, commented on the superficiality of development reporting and the .

lack of focus on the people who are affectyd by development policies in a
recent seminar at Indiana University.

2
The Toronto, Canada daily; The Globe & Mail, was also chosen for in

elusion in the study. Although Canada would not be considered a Third World ,

count6,, by any economic standard, the' countrj.does suffer theeffects of
being the U.S.'s northern neighbor and is concerned about the cultural and
economic domination from the United States. tThe Globe Mail also served
as a kind of base line for the privately-owned, independent-of-government-
influence newspapers in the study and ddes publish news about development
on a regular-basis.

tl"3
The class was composed,ofAmerican and foreigi,graduate students who

did the coding in their native languages--Bnglish,Spanish, abic and
Chinese. Class members rejected traditional definitions of evelopment
which take a Western, linear and uni-directional view of the process in fa-
vor of one whichallows tHe,people of each culture to decide on development
goals for themselves.

. 4
See Christine L. Ogan, "Development Journalism/Communication Status

of the Concept," Paper presented to the AEJ International. Division at the
1980 convention in Boston, Mass.

5The categories, each o which was opetationalized in dome detail, are
ai follows; agriculture, cons ''rism, culture, economics, education, family/
family planning,'fod, labor,health, 'housing, industry, Mass Media, popula-
tion, national integration, religion, science, telecommunications, tourism,
trade, transport, urbanization/migration, race. relations; government and
other.

6
Since the time of the study, further controls over press content by-

the governments of both South Africa anetsrael have been proposed. It was
felt that at the time of the study, however, the newspapers in the three
,countries coldfbest be described as privately-owned, little-controlled.

.7
The followingiplintries were classified as developed: .Ireland, Italy,

New Zealand, Unite4tKingdom, Finland, Austria, Japan, Australia, France, -
Netherlands, Belgium, Canada, Norway, The Federal Republic of Germany,the
German Democratic RepubliC, The United States of America, Denmark, Sweden,
Switzerland, Poland,, Union of Soyiet Socialist Republics,Czechoslovakia,
Hungary. All others were classified as developing.

8
S9me. days of the week were missihg,for each newspaper, the issues not

haying been received by the library. .But the missing dates were not the
,same for each paper nor the same days of. the week over the month's time
period.



Notes(contd.)

9
This general classification was used because of the differing layouts

of newspaper,s in different countries. Both Chinese and'Aiab newspapers
are read from back to'LOnt arid "high priority" placement.varied from news-
paper to neFspaper, depending on the cultural tradition.

*).

10
Spot news was defined as an item primarily about a specific event while

feature was defined as an item about a process or a series of related events.
In about 1.7 peIcent of the stories, the coders Could not make a determina-
tion on this variabld.

1Multiple
coding f16%; up to three sources was permitted..

,
12
A "not applicable" category was reserved.for stories which-did not.con-

tain information which would allow for critical sources -- announcements of
plans for development projects or advance notices of meetings about a de-.
velopment issue are examples of this kind of story.

13
The authors do not claim that the goerninent-:prAs relationship in these

countries is identical- -only that there is some similarity and some tendency
toward anuthoritarian approach to press control.

0
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i'"42. e Table 1

4 4; 4
.4. it ' ;'? -5'ouiieo.i. News Story

tor` Development News'
. -

4&''Isfumber. of
..

.4. ,.,SicOri,eS %
I ),.: k.,,,,,,.

'%; '."-,zr. ' 94' 11,..
. ..

' tk 9 .., ".t. ,
Wire Service ,q,

, 1:14$ a 4.9' q

fk ' 4 4 .

Development News
'

,

Agency f '. 14' .5
s..

International,

National News Agency
;

or Other Nat-tonal 709 23.4
Source.

Newspap en
Reporter

Reader Initi ted

No Source Ciifed

1707 56.3

140 4.6

10.3 ;

r /
20

0

t
Total 3031

'

100 %

C>

0
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No Government .

Sources, Consulted

Only Government
Sourceg Consulted

Some Government-

, Sources Consulted

Table 2

Breakdown of Newspapers
by Type and Use of Government
Soutdes for Development News

t,

Socialists

21

PriZ7ately Owned Non - Socialist
(Least Controlled,) (Highly Controlled) (Highly Controilled)

(n = 373)

O

Ncr Attribution
Given

Total

36.2%

22.8

12.4"\

* Numbers exceed 100% due. to"roundi
4

_

A

O

V

4

4.0

(n,=l618)

22.5%

/ 41.9

(n = 1038)

27.37:

29.2

9.4 18.6
A

26.2 25.0

V
100.0% 100.1% * -
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Table 3

Breakdown of Newspapers

by "Type and. Classification

of Sources Consulted for Stories

Official Government

Privately Owned

(Least Controlled)-
(11 = 370)

Non-Socialist
(Highly Controlled)

(n = 1608).

Source 43.2% . 43.0%

Official Goverhment

Opposition 1.9
/

.5

r

GovernmentExpert 3.0 7.4 =

, 0

Non=government

Opposition .3 .6

4ioncgovernment 0

' Expert

a

' 23.5 12.3 -,

'Other

Non-government 10.3 7.0

Person'Affected

No, Source Atetibuted

-0 Total

4.3

13.5'

100.07

* Eibeeds 100% due to rounding.
0

4./

0 4

Socialist
(Highly Controlled)

(n = 1032)

41.9%

.1

3.7
.

.1

9.6

12.1

4. 0 3.9

25.2 28.7

100.0% 100.1%*
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