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ABSTRACT - ‘ . , ,
. Although research has provided evidence to document a
relation between parental psychopathology and female delingquency, the

- dimensions of that relationship are unclear. Adjudicated delinquent

females (N=48) completed a general social history interview and three
psycholog1ca1 instruments. Probation records were used to analyze
subjects' delinquent offense patterns and to obtain data on parents
(history.of drug/alcohol abuse, adult criminal record, treatment for
psychiatric disorders). Results revealed four persona11ty patterns

among the girls: borderline, antisocial, neurptic, and socialized .
delinquents. Subjects with antisocial personalities were )

- significantly more likely to have fathers with a record of

psychiatric treatment than girls in¢the other three groups; they were
also more likely to have fathers who were alcoholics- and substance
abusers than girls with neurotic or borderline personalities. No
index of maternal psychopathology was found to be significantly
related to female delinquent personality patterns. All three measures

. of paternal psychopathology were significantly related to higher

total delinguency scores in subjects.. Only one measure of maternal
psychopathology, a record of psychiatric treatment, was positively
associated with an earlier age at first offense in girls, but not to
any other index of offense. The results suggest that children reared
by psychologically disturbéd parents are "at risk" for ‘the .
development of a wide range of behav}or disorders. (Author/NRB)
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PARENTAL PSYCHOPATHOLOGY AND FEMALE DELINQUENCY

Introduction

-

Parental psychopatho]ogy has been associated with female delinquency in
a number of studies, most of which are based on the analysis of ‘female de11n—
quents' case records from mental health clinics, juvenile courts, or re51d°n-
" tial treatment prograns Pioneering work by Jenkins and his associates (1966,
1968) 1n the1r cluster ana]ys1s of case records of a child guidance clinic
estab]1shed a relationship between parental patho]ogy and delinquent behavior
types, i.e., histories of a]cohollsm and dellnquency among fathers of so-
cialized delinquents and unsocialized aggressijve de]lnquents wh1]e mothers

of soc1a]12ed,de]1nquent§ were more prone to delinquency and prom]scu1ty,

mothers of unsocialized aggressive delinquents were more ]1ke]y to have a

. character disturbance or neurotic disorder, In the1r large- sca]e,samp]es,

paternal patholoyy was 51gn1f1cant]y greater “than maternal pathology for both

‘male and fema]e socialized dellnquents

A]though subsequent stud1es have not attempted to establish a re]atlonsh1p
between indices of parental patho]ogy and specific behavioral syndromes among
de]lnquents they have cons1stent]y documented a variety of .psychological dis-
orders among the parents of de]1nquents (Fine and F1shman, 1968; Lewis and-
Ba]}a, 1976; Luck1anoW1:e, ]97] Cortes and Gatti, 1972). In addition to rela-
tively high rates of psych1atr1c d1sorder among the parents of delinquents,
parental charactero]oglca] disorders, a]cohailsm and cr1m1na]1ty have been *
noted for female delifuents in a number of studies (Bennett, 1959, Re1ner‘

and Kaufman, ]959 Schirfnan and Clark, 1967; Chwast 7967 Trese, 1962;
Stephenson, et al., 1973). ' ‘
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tenis and Balla (1976) found that 725 of the parents of their sample of
c]iniclreferred 5uveni}e delinquents were " ... impaired or 1ncapac1tated in

»;:the1r parental roles by virtue of slgn1f1cant psychopathology" (p. 143).  In
an ep1d~m1o]oglca1 survey comparing parents of delinquents to a random samp]o

of parents from a comparable soc1a] stratum, these authors found that parents
4

of. de]1nquents used community psych1atr1c fac1]1t1es significantly more fre-
quentty than the contrast group of parents. . ) \

_ Thus, there'is ample evidence to document a ré]ation betwaen parental
psychopatholog} and female de]ianency' However, the dimensions of that rela-
tionship are still unc]ear part1cu]ar]y in terms of the éffects of spec1f1c

+
,indices of parental patho]ogy on different types of femalée delinquents and on

different patterns of de]1nquent offenses. As the incidence and sever1ty of
female delinquency increases, Jt seems especzally appropr1ate to pursue thé
]ino.of investiga*ion {nit1ated by Jenkins (796], 1968) in his attempt to

o . re]ate specific patho]og1ca] parental behaviors to spec1f1c delinquent be-

havioral syndromes. . .

Purpose of Curfent Study .

S * .
_—

This paper reports the results of one aspect of a larger study of the
persona]1ty patterns of deli quent fema]es (Gibbs, 1980) Two of the related
goals of that study were 1) o determine the re]atiqn between parentaﬂ psycho-
patho]ogj and fema]e de]1nquent persona]?ty patterns and, 2) to Qeterm1ne the

relatlon between parenta] psychopatno]ogy and offense patterns of female delin-

. 0o SN *
Guents., - S L , |
. *a . v
Methodgj;ggg - I . N g
ﬁ samp{e,of'QB adjudicated delinquent females was obtained from a suburban
' ' IS ) ° . ) . - . .
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San Francisco county probation department through cont1nuous sampling of the

total popu]at1§f of delinquents in the system during a period of seven months
Pers nalify patterns were measured through the admlnlstrat1on of a general
~social h1story interview and three psychological instruments, e.g., the D1aénos—
tic Interview For Borderlines (Gunderson, 1977), the Rorschach, and the wAls :

or WISC-R. Procedures used to- 1dent1fy these patterns were fully described

in.an earlier publication (Gibbs, 1980).

’

Probation records were used to anadyze subjects'

delinquent offense patterns,

. Which were measured in four ways: j) age at first offense; 2)tota)l n‘.ber of . .

”offenses, 3) total delinquency score, i.e., the number .of offenseg:;;?thed ’
by the seveyity’of each offense, and 4) average delinquency score, i.e., the
total delinquency score divided by the total number of offenses.

Date on parents were obtained from the subjects' probation records. Three
measures were useq_to assess parenta]‘psychopatho]ody, e.g., history ot drug/
alcohol abuse, an adult criminai record,fand treatment for any psychiatric
disorder. Each parent was rated for theﬁpresence or absenge of.each of these
indicators; no scale of frequensy or severity was utilized.

"A contingency ana]ysis: using Kendall's Tau B, was used to determine the
relation between measures of parental psycnopathology and female delinquent
pers%na]1ty types, as wel] as the relation between parenfé] psychopatho]ogy and

-

.female delinquent offense patterns.

Results ' ' L : .

Demographic Characteristics R

The samplerconsisted of 29 white, 11 Hispanic, and 8 Black subjects. Socin-

4

econonigaliy,\27% were middle class, 54% working class, and 19% Tower classd using

b4
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the Ho]]xngshead 2-Factor Index of Social C]ass (cf. Table I). The.subjects
ranged from 13-18 years of age w1th -a mean age of 15.3, Their med1an grade
in schoo] was 10.5, but 44% of the group viere not cufrently enrglled in schoo] :
_due to hav1ng dropped out, been expe]]ed or suspended, or graduated.

Sixty percent of the Pparents of these delinguents were divorced, or sep~
arated and 13% were widowed or never married; only 27% of the marriages were
intact. Their mothers had an average level of education sTightly higher than their
.fathers, with 42% having completed high schoo] as compared to 40% of the fathers.
Nearly seventy percent of the mothers were employed, primarily 1n c]erlca], sa]es
and semi-skilled occupatlons about 80% of th%?fathers were employed, with half
of this group in skilled and semi- ~skilled jobs. whwle adequate demographic” infor-
mation was available for all the mothers of the SUbJects; this was true for on]y

“* 38 of the fathers, Thus data for 10 of the fathers was incomplete because they
were no longer in contact w1th their fan1]1e9ﬂ were unknown to the subjects, or
To. 0 vere deceased ‘ e
~ , ngh rates of geograph1c and reSIdentIa] mob1]1ty character}zed these

N fam1]1es e.g., they had ]1Ved in an average of 3.8 communltles and an averagé

of 4 2 reSIdences since the b1rth of the mdex child. J (
De]]nquent Personality Patterns' .1}
r's

"An ana]ySIS of the test profa]es revealed four persona]lty patterns among .
f 'the SubJeCtS, i.e., the borderline (N=7), the antisocial (N=14), the neurotic
(N 18), and the socialized delinquent (N=9). , .o

—

Border]1ne persona]1t1es exh1b1ted 1mpa1red cogd1t1ve processes on psycho~

Iog1ca]\tests they had experlenced brief psychot1c symptdfs and/or polymorphous -
t

,neurot1c and psythosomat1c symptoms; their affect was conSwderab]y more angry,

-~ A \ ';__. o '
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depressed, and labile tnan girls in the other three {groups; and signs of serious

psychological disorder had appeared much ear]1er in their deyelopment accord-
ing to- reports from parents and teachers. Collectively, these clinical patterns

and behaviors are consjstent With the profi]% of the border]ine personality in

adolescence as described by Masterson (1972) and Rinsley (1974).
¢ . * , .
Neurotic personalities exHﬁbited more frequent signs of anxiety, mi]d to

moderate, depression crying,‘fears phobias, and psychosomatic d1sorders They
were perceived by parents and teachers as immature, troubled, and errat1c in
their school performance, but not v1ew0d as ser1ous]y d1sturbed These be-

havioral and clinical patterns .closely conform to the prof11e of the neurot1c
“y

delinquent pensona]1ty as described by Bennett (]960) Jenkins, (196])and Stephenson,

-

et al. (]973)

7

- Antisocial personalities were characterized by their High Jevels of im-

pulsivity, aggressiveness, host1]1ty to adults and authorlty figures, and gen-
eral defiance of established social norms. The onset of their antisocial be-
hav1ors was noted in e]ementary school by parents and teachers and they tended
‘to engage more frequehtly than the other three groups in soc1a]]y dev1ant be~
hav1ors, such as heavy involvement in drugs, alcohol’ and sexua] prom1scu1ty
These behavioral and .clinical patterns ‘are qu1te similar to those a;soc1ated with
the anti-social or soc1opath1c de]1nquent as‘ described by Frne and “Fishman (1968)
and Bender (]971) S
Socia]1zed de]inquent persona]ities shoned fewer signs of psychopathology -

- ¢

-on the psychological tests than any of the other groups * As a group tnese girls’

tended to be moderate]y 1mpu]s1ve, Tacked 1nterest‘}n School, were 1nvo]ved vtith

‘delinquent friends, and moderate}y 1nvo]ved 1n drug and' a]cohol abuse. They

¢ N [N
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depréssed, and labile than girls in the other three groups; and signs of serious
psychological disorder had appeared much eer]ier in their development' accord-
iné to reports from parents and teachers. ‘CoT]ective]y, these c]ihicai patterns

apd behaviors are consistent with the profile of the borderline personality {n

. ado]escence as descr1bed by Masterson (1972) and Rinsley (1974).

Neurotic personalities exhibited more frequent signs of anxiety, mild to -
moderate depression, crying,,fear;, phobias, and psychosomatic disorders. They

vere pérceived by parents and teachers as immature, troubled, and erratic in

.'their school performance, but not viewed as seriously disturbed. These be-

-

haviora] and c]inica] patterng c]ose]y'conform to the proff]e of the neurotic

delinquent persona]wty as described by Bennett (]960) Jenklns (1961)and Stephenson,

-

et al. (]973) , o . .
- Vs
. Antisocial persona]1€hes were chardcterized by thedr high lTevels of im-

pulswv1ty, aggre!51veness, host1%1ty to adults and authority figures, and gen-

era] defiafce of estab]1shed social norms. The onset of their antlsocial be-

haviors was noted in elementary school by parents and teachers and phey‘;ended‘\‘

to engage more frequent]y than the other three groups in socially deviant be-
haviors, such as heavy inyolvement in drugs alcohol and sexual promiscuity..

These behav1oralland ‘clinical patterns are quite 51m11ar/fo those assoc1ated with

\ *

the anti-social or soc10path1c delinquent as descrlbed by Fine and Fishman (]968)

and Bender (1971). *

53%1

a, zed de]1nquent personalities showed fewer signs of psychopatho]ogy \
og1ca1 tests than any of the other groups. As a grbup‘these girls
tended to be moderate]y impu]sf\e, ]acked interest in school, were involved with

delinquent friends, and moderately involved ip drug and a]thoI abuse.<~They.

~

. ‘ ) \%) ot
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‘were described by parents and teachers as sometimes hostile and aggressive, but .-

Y they had no difficu?ties relating ‘to their peers. These behav1ora] and c]1n1ca]
patterns are quite similar to thoseassoc1atég With the socialized sub-cultura]
de]1houent as destrzbed by Jenk1ns (1961) and Stephenson, et a1 (]973)

- Thus these four delinquent personallty types rebresent a continuum of
psycho]ogioa] functioning from the relatively poor]y 1ntegrated borderline person-
ality pa{tern to the re]atlve]y vell-integrated soc1a]12ed sub- cu]tura] person-
ality pattern. ‘ e ‘ Ve

Parentg]_ﬂsxghgﬁathology andee]inquent Personality Patterns

-

Twenty-four percent of the parents of these subjects had received out-
pat1ent tréatment and/or hosp1ta112at1on for a psychiatric disorder. Among the
parents of these girls, 28% of the fathers and 212 of the mothers had received

psychiatric treatment and/or hosp{ta]ization. ~

Drug and alcohol abuse were reported for 42% of the fathers and 15% of the

+ mothers. * Flfteen percent of the fathers had adult criminal records, but this

‘ -

-was true for On]y one mother (2%).

hhen the relationship between the three measures of maternal and paternal’

\

psyohopatho]ogy and female delinquent personality patterns)was ana]yzed, :several

v significant re]ations were discovered (cf. Table V). F1rst, subjects u1th
antisocial’ persona]1t1es were S1gn1f1cant1y more ]1ke1y to have fathers with a
record of psychiatric_ treatment than girls in the other three groups

Second, subjects with ant1 -social personalities were significantly more
b ]

~ Tikely to have fathers with s Ppsychiatric d1agnos1s of persona]1ty disorder;

however, soC1a11zed dellnquents vere equally as likely as ant1soc1a] iubjects to

<

have fathers ulth drug or a]coho] prob]ems

)
-




. -
r's “
There were no signifisant relationships between indices of maternal psycho-

- patihology and female delinquent bersona]ity patterns.

v

Parenta] ngchqgatho]oqx_and De]lnquent Offense Patterns

A cont1ngency ana]y51s of the re]at1onsh1p between indices of parenta]
1 psychopathology and delinquent offense patterns among theSe subjects revealed
several s1gn1r1cant effects. . - K ' .

In terma of paternal psychopatno]ogy, girls whose fathers had a record of
psycn1atr1c treatment had tota] de11nquency scores that were 51gn1f1cant]y higher
than girls w1th non- treate father (Tau— 36, p4£.01). The total de]lnquency
scores of g1r]s whose fathers had a record of alcohol or drug)aone viere also
51gn1f1cant1y higher than those with non-addicted fathers (Tau- 34 p. £ 01).
Th1s result was also true of girls whose fathers had adu]t criminal records as
compared to g1r]s with non- cr1m1na] fathers (Tau 34 p. <.0]) Thus, all three
measurgs of paterna] psychopatno]ogy'were 51gn1f1cant]y assoc1ated vith the .
tendency of fema]e de]1nquen:s to commit more severe of fenses such as burg]ar1es
and assaults, v ‘

The only index of maternal psychopathology which ‘was 51gn1f1cant]y related
to‘fema]e delinquent offense ;\tterns was that girls whose mothers had a record
of psych1atr1c treatment had an earlier age at first offense than girls with néri-

treated mothers (X = 17.31, p«.01). Girls whose mothérs had a history of drug

or alcohol abuse tended to have higher average delinquency scores than girls w1th

“non- add1cted mothers, but this difference d# not quite. reach an acceptab]e level

of significance (X = 21.36, p = .06).




v .

§ummagx“gggmpi§cussiqﬂ
In this study of a nulti-ethnic ‘sample of delinquent females, foyr person-
ality patterns were identified, i e. the.borderline, the antisocial, the

.neurotic and the socialized deTinquent. . ‘

related to higher totatl de]inquehcy Scores; in these subjects, Howevere only one

measure 6? maternal psychopatho]ogy, i.e., a record of Psychiatric freatment,

at a significantly earlier age-than delinquents with non-criminal parents.
In this Study, paternal bsychbpatholdgyxwaﬁ found to be more significanf]y
" related both to Personality patterns and to offense_qufgrné of female delinquents

than maternal psychopatho]ogy. wHiJe this finding parallels the aesu]té of a few

of delinquents, “jt still raises ‘Some Tnteresting issyes (cf. Jenkins, ]96&;-;]-

.

Guebaly, et al., 197, Trese, 1962 Scharfman and Clark, 1967 Fine and'Fishnan, 196g).
. ! : . X
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Thénfac; thét‘fathers of girls wigp’antisoéial personaiities were sig-
nificantly more 1ikety to havéibeen substancé égusers and to have been psychiatri-
( caf]y+trehfed than fathers of girls in the .other three g#oups éhq]]engeé‘some of
fhe‘assﬁmptions ip tﬁe d e]opméﬁtaj ]itera;uﬁe-about the relative impact of
fatherson the pe%song]ity déve?opment of-chi];}eh.' Since the.tradftigha] child-.
) deye]opﬁent literature focuses primari]y on the importance of the mother-cnild
. r;]ationship in the development of peréona]jty and psythopatho]ogy, one would ‘
Probably predjci Fhat maternal Psychopathology would have a more signffiggnt }eié-

14

tionship to adolescent fema]e'persona]ity patterns than paterna]_psychopgthp]ogy.

’

gical problens \\_

and/or antisocial behaviors (e.g.,'drug and alcohel abuse) contribdtes dis~

.Proportionately to faulty socia]izgﬁion jp female children-and fosteps -the .
development of the Super-ego lacunae which thnsbn and Szure57§1952) have des-
cribed in the delinquent personality structure, which is one of the distinghishing
features of the antisocia} pérsona]ity. From a socia]-]earning Perspective, one
.couid attribute ihe déve]opmenf/g?‘iﬁé antisocial pér;ona]jty in the§e-subjeqts_to B
their tepdeﬁcy‘to mode] iheir behavfors after their fathers (whether they are present
o} absent in the fami]y),.pérticularly.in view of the edriy onset of thair involve-
menf in thF use of, drﬁgs, alcohdl and théir early patterns of sexual prémiSCUity;'
assaultiveness and defiénceifs adult authority. Even whei fathers are absent,
unreiiablé or incon§istent in théié_parenta] rotes, which was the case for the
majority ‘of thése‘subjécts, the fami]y cu?tur$'incorpor§%es their Rast and current
behavio;s and values, and the%’are frequently brojecfed as negativerro]e.mode]s to

© their children. Thus, in the case of emotiohall&ivﬁlnérab]e girls, a neqative-
idént;ficétidn with their‘fathers mfght.forﬁ§ihe basis for the development of jater

. o

delinquent behaviors.
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) The re]atlon between maternal: psych1a§||p prob]ems and ear11ev age of

:onset of delinquent behavwors may ref]ect the fact thi& a dJsturbed mother may l'

be psndo]og1ca1]y unava1iab]e/to’her daughter durlng the very crucial deve]op~ ..
menta] stage of. early ado]escence Percept1ons of their mothers as withdrawn

or nop supportlve around 1ssues of emerglnc sexuality and femlnwne 1dent1ty may

:1ead~the$ to;geek substitute peer group re]at1onsﬁ1ps in wh1ch their frustrated
3

dependency needs are den1ed and are displaced by ant1 social behav1ors such as
drug abuse vanda]lsm andgsexua] prom1scu1ty .

Th1s lnterpretation is supported both by the subJects reports of mater a]
depress10n in this study, as well as observed re]atlonsh1ps between matEFﬁET/ﬂ
depression and female de]1nquency in other receq"stud1es (Gibbs, 198 (1n press)
Chl]es et al. 1980 Hewssman and S1ege] 1972).

ﬁhl]e these results are based on a sna]] sample ‘of de]1nquent females they .
point to the need for further studies of a w1de range of de11nquent samples, both
male ahd female, to determine the relative contrlbutlon of maternal and paternal

-

psychopatho]ogy to dellnquent personallty types and behaviors. A more d1fferen~

“tiated understanding of the 1nteractlon among parental psychopatho]ogy, fami]y'

dynam1cs and fema]e delinquency, w1]1 presuniably lead to moré effectlve dlagnost1c
assesgment and treatment of delinquept_females and thein famllles ' -
Finally, it has become increasingly c]ear from the ploneering work of Rutter
and his associates (]966) that children and ado]escents reared by psychologically
dlsturbed ‘parents are "at risk" for the development of a wide range of behavior
disorders. Early‘ldentlfleatlon of famllles where one or both parents are psy-
chlatr1ca]]y 1mpa1red is an 1mportant mental health strategy in terms of carly
intervention and potential preventlon of serious disorder among chi]drén.and

adolescents. ° ¥ .
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‘. . TABLE Xy .
§ -
- PERSONALITY PATTERNS AND PATERNAL PSYCHOPATHOLOGY
._~...__.~__T-_______~______~__~.__T.~.___._._.__
L4 N " 7
. . P . B ‘;:
o, Psyehiapeic() . Drug/Alconey (2) Criminay (3)
v | ‘ Treatment - . ~Abuse . ‘ Recorq
oL Persoﬁa]ity '
Pattern o - /.
Borderline B 1 h -
N ‘ .. ) ) , / (n]4) N
’ ! 4 * i . .
- g Ad%isocial : 6 29 » 2
‘ . (.46) (167) (.18)
Neurotic ‘ 3 B 6 - 3 .
' - (.20) (.35) (.18)
o Socialized 2 S 4 B 2
’ " Delinquept (.33) : - (.67) (.40).
Column ~ B ¥ -
- lotal: .y .2 ~ 7
S (1) Kendal1's Tay g = -3 P .07 §
~ (2) Chi-Square = 745, 3d.F.; p . s C §
(3) Not significant. s

group whose

The base rate thus
number of fathers js not constant .

/
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