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INTRODUCTIO™ TO THE TEACHER

The gencral aim of this curriculum guide s to
cxplore the Jewish cthme and rehgious commu-
aity m the Umted States and speaifically in Con-
nccnicut It s hoped that this gmde will help o
correct many of the shorteomings of existing
American history testbooks with reference to
the Jews.

By tracng the ongms and histonical back-
ground of the Jews and Jewssh contributions to
American history, 1t 1s the aim of this study to
create an understanding of the great cultural
heritage and tradivions chae have held the Jows
together as an cthnic group.

Thia gwide s wntended for use only as a re-
source tool. A bibliography and a list of nstrue-
ttonal media that accompany cach section pro-
vide supplemental teaching ards. Suggested
actvities and discussion topres will be of further
help to students and teachers.

The matenial is geared for use among jumor
high and high school students prunanly. but
most of 1t can b casily adapted for younger
studenes. Although many  of the books and
media histed m this guide were ongmally intend
ed for Jewssh audiences. they may be effecuvely
used among non-Jews. The curriculum text has
been written for use among Jews and non-Jews,
and the teacher should keep in mind the fact
that the two groups do not have the same
foundations tor Jewssh studies In addion to
the multicultura’ emphasis of the Echme Hen-
tage Studies Series, 1t 15 hoped that through dhs
study. Jewsh seudents will gam 4 renewed ap
precanon for ther own  cultural henitage.

Before stady my cach section, 1t imghe be use
ful to ask the students questions regarding Jews
w Amcrican and world history to generate dus-
vussions of preconcerved ideas. I this way, the
teacher will be able to define speaific anvs and
objecnves for cach tome. Ac the same tine. one
should be careful 1o avond the repention of

clichés that are hable to influence the objectinity
of the students.

In order to avoid confusion, dates are written
using the abbreviations B.C. and A.D. However,
the teacher should point out the bias of these
terms and acquaint the students with the ac-
cepted alternatives used by Jewish scholars: B.C.
E. (Beforc Common Era), and C.E. (Common
Era).

The Hebrew and Yiddish (a German-Judaic
dalect spoken in Europe) words used in the text
represent only one possibility of the many vari-
anons of spelling. In recent years it has become
fashionable to usc the tradinonal or Sephardic
Hebrew, which is the official Hebrew now used
in Israel.

The guide 1s divided into three parts. Part L
wlich 15 a detailed account of Jewish rehgious
and pohieical history, may at times scem labor-
tous and mappropnate for public school use.
However, as a resource tool 1t 1s envisioned that
this curniculum will also be of value to those
engaged 1n religious inseruction. 1+ - also felt
that the foundations of the Jewi.n rehgous
avilizavion are of the utmost mportance 1n
understandmg  the umque evolunon of the
Amcrican Jewish socio-cultural scene.

Part It contains nformation on the herory of
Jewssh immigration to the United States and the
development of o rich cultural communmty,
fulfiling a vital role within our pluralistic
Amcrican society.  The anccdotes and  jokes
appearing  throughout this unit have been
mcluded in order 1o provide effective nsights
mto the charactenstic Jewish humor, as well as
to llustrate certam pomts that are made i the
text,

Part I w spectfic te Counecticut and,
although mdcludmg information on carly Jewish
settlement in our state, the umt 15 primarily
mtended to provide students with che means for
conducting their own rosearch,
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ORIGINS OF THE JEWISH PEOPLE

4ms and Objectives for
. Part 1

1. To present the various defimtions of what 1t
means to be a Jew 0 order to help non-Jews
to understand the diversity found withm
Judaism.

2. To sumulate non-Jewish students to examne
their own attitudes towards Jews.

3. To explorc the origins of Judaism and the
history of their ethmcity n order to appre-
ciate the sigmificance of the nation Isracl to
Jews today.

4. To acquaint non-Jewish students with the
various Jewish holidays and therr origins so
that they may understand tne importance of
these hohdays to Jews.

5. To wtroduce the ntuals and tradinons of the
Jews as a folk group as well as a religious
group to non-Jews.

6. To reawakcn nterest among Jewish students
in their nich cultural past.

5?-
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WHO IS A JEW?

Coming up with a single definition of who 1s 4
Jew that 1s acceptable to all 1s not as casy as 1t
was a couple of hundred years ago when Jews
were identificd as those who observed Jewssh re-
ligious tradition. Today the great extent of as-
sumlanon into Amncrican culture has caused
many Jews to accept only onc aspect oi the
historical defininon of Judaism. Somc have
severed tics with the religrous tradition, but have
nevertheless remaincd within the cultural group.
Judaism has been duscribed as a religious civili-
zation, a peoplehood. While the religion is the
focal point of this ethnicity. the Jews as a people
arc held together by tneir common past and ex-
perience.

In 1968 the Jerusalem Post conducted a sur-
vey of fifteen hundred families i Isracl, asking
them to answer the question “*Who or what is a
Jew?" The results arc very mteresting:

23 percent said that a Jew 15 one who con-

siders himself a Jew:

19 percent sad that according to rehgious
law one who 15 born to a Jewssh other
or converts to Judaism 1s a Jew.

13 percent said that a Jew 1s one who idenu
fies with Isracl: ‘

13 percent sad that a Jew 15 one who ob-
serves the Jewssh religlous practices;

12 percent said that a Jew 1s a person whose
father and mother are Jewish or who has a
Jewssh spousc;

11 percent sad a Jew s someone rarsed and
cducated as a Jew:

9 pereent said they did not know.

The Jassical Ziomst defimtion of what it
means to be a Jew 1s based on natonality . and
behef 1 God or adherence to tradivonal Juda
wim s not essential. The Zsomsts believed that
ece Israel became a Jewssh nation. there would
no longer be any difficulty i defimng who s a
Jew.

One rabbr from New York ity recenthy
stated on television that a Jew 1s anyone favor
of the contmuanon of the Jewssh people. A

ar
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great many Gentiles would be included in this
description. The rabbr further stated that Jews
could easily be atheists and still be observant
Jews by reconstructing their own type of Juda-
ism tatlored to suit ther own personal needs.
Many Jewish philosophe-s and religious leaders
agree that Judaism does n st require faith 1n the
all powerful God of the Torah.!

For purposes of incmbership. the B'nai B'rith
states that Jews are persons who call themselves
Jews by the narrowest or widest of definitions,

Somcone jokingly sad that a Jew 15 anyone
who will argue about who 15 a Jew.

Although there are many varied possibilitics
of definng a Jew. basially Jews are members
of the historic Jewnh nation or peoplehood
which began in Biblhical mes with Abraham and
Maoses. That people, nation or extended family
of Jews contmues to exist all over the world.
One may be Jewish by birth or by conversion to
the Jewssh relgion. This defimtion s che simp-
Jest and most castly accepted. but there are some
sub groups that are of mterest to the cubrural
anthropologst.

There are several thousand Black Jews m the
United States. Some are converts to _]ud.usm.
others cham Iincage from the Black Ethiopran
Jews who are behieved to be descendants of
Abraham. Because of this Jam thev do not go
through an official act of conversion and conse-
quently are not recogmzed as bemg Jewish by
many  tabbimical authoraes, Reform Jews and
other hibcral groups see no reason for refusing to
aceept them as Jews of they wish ro dentify
themselves as such.2

1. There are ditfermyg opimions among the jewish
E g
commumty  regardmy the wsence of God
Judassm  The rebgion atselt requares no dedlar-
ation of tath, although 1t may be assumed that
there 18 a God. Works and obedience to the
Tovah ot the greatest amportance. Sev
Fadore Lpstew, fieddarson, *"Talmudic Judasm:
ves Fareh ©* Balumore  Pesoum Books, 1959,

2. A desanpnon of  Ethiopun Jews, cailed

Falashas, w found m the Appendis at the end of
Part 1.

Al

There is a very tiny group in the United States
who are Jewish culturally but who believe that
Jesus is the Messiah. They call themselves Jews
for Jesus or Hebrew Christians and see no con-
tradiction between being Jewish by ethaicity
and adopting a Christian theology. They are in-
tensely proud of their Jewish heritage and con-
tinue to celebrate Jewish folk holidays. But
religious authorities have written that formally
converting to another religion severs ties with
the peoplehood. In spite of the diversity within
the Jewish community, almost all Jews will
agrec on this point.

The question of religion determining Jewish-
ness came up in & much celebrated casc in Israel
1n 1958, Oswald Rufeisen was a Polish Jew who
was a member of a young Zionist movement in
Poland. He had helped to save the hves of a great
many Jews during the Nazi occupation of Poland
m World War 1L After the war he converted to
Christianity and changed Ins name to Brother
Danicl. In 1958 he was transferred to one of the
Carmclite monasteries 0 Isracl and apphed for
an immugrant’s certificate under the Law of Re-
turn. The Law of Return states that any Jew can
immedately become 4 ciizen of Israel upon en-
tering the country as an nunmigrant. Brother
Danmiel was dened citizenship according to the
provisiuns of the Law of Return by the Minister
of Interior n aletter which stated that only those
immigrants who declared themselves Jewish by
nationality und religion were cligible for citizen-
ship under this law.

Brother Danicl appealed to the Isracli Supreme
Court to reverse the decision, but on Pecember 6,
1962. he was agan demied citizensmp by a four
to une vote. This decision did not, however, rule
out the possibiiity of Brother Danicl becomm
an Israch through naturahization. Israch law re-
quires that any person professing a rehigion other
than Judaism must hve m Isracl for three years
before becoming ehgible for citizenship through
naturalization, which is what Brother Dantel did.

In addition to all the varnous definitions of
wha is a Jew, there are different degrees of Jewish
affillation. Wichn the religious commumity there
are three different denominations: Orthodox.

8




Reform and Conservative. Orthodoxy 15 a werm
that developed 1n the United States 1o describe
traditional Judaism thar mameains a strice and
litezal adherence to Judac law. Most of the Jew-
ish immigrant who came to this country be-
longed to this category. the cxceprions being the
German Reform Jews and a very few completely
a-religious ones. As the years passed. the new
generations seemed to be moving away from tra-
dition. The Reform movement appealed to many
as a good way to maintam a Jewish rehgious af-
filiauon and yet be able to discard many of the
reiigious customs that conflicted with the Amen-
can cultare. The second generation seemed to
want to seculanze their Jewishness.

Many of the immigrants’ children and grand-
children. however, rejected the extreme unor-
thodouxy of the Reforin movement, and wanted
a muddle-of-the-road interpretation. Conservative
Judasm developed to serve the needs of those
who wished to have a stronger religrous tradition
than Reform provided, while bemng permiteed a
certamn amount of flexibility m pracuee,

The Jews as an ethnic group presene a variety
of ways of cxpressing Jewsshness, and ther
cthniciey 15 based ona common cultural hereage,
religion, or both,

ORIGINS OF JUDAISM AND THE LAW

The Jewish Bible which was written duning the
penod between the thirteenth and second cen-
turies B C.. 15 probably the best source of Jewish
histors and 15 the greatest example of Jewssh
hterature The Holy Scnprures. also called the
Sacred Scnptures. the Hebrew Bible or Jewish
Bible, combine prose. essay s, proverbs, peetry
and story telling, and are divided 1nto three dis-
unct parts. The fora or Pentatencli s found n
the Five Books of Moses: Genests, Exodus. Levsi-
vcus, Numbers and Deuteronomy. Aceepted as
drvinely ispired, the Torah was canonzed sone-
nme between 450 and 330 B.C. The actual voord
Torah means teachings and has come to express
an enure way of hfe for the Orthodox Jew,

Next in degree of authonity are the books of
the Prophets, canonzed around 200 B.C There

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

are seven major prophets (Joshua, Judges, Sam-
ucl, Kings. Isatah, Jerconah and Ezckicl), and
twelve minor prophets (Hosea, Jocl. Amos, Oba-
diah, jonah. Micah, Nahum, Habakkuk, Zepha-
miah, Haggai. Zechanah. and Malach,

The ritings of the Psalms, Proverbs, job. the
Song of Songs. Ruth. Lamentations, Ecclestastes.
Esther. Dantel. Ezra, Nehemiah and Chronicles,
were added last. In the firse century B.C. the
books of the Law, the Prophcts and the Writings
were umfied to become the Jewish Holy Senp-
tures.

The Jewssh Bible 1s known to Christians as the
Old Testament. but the books are arranged n a
shghtly different order.  Although written by
many authors. some who remain anonymous,
the Bible has a certam umformity of style. lan-
guage and purpose.

The books of the Jewssh Bible were or.gmally
written i Hebrew, but by the nnddle of the
third century B.C. the Hellenieed Jews in Egypt
had forgotten Hebrew and nceded a Greek trans-
lanon of the Scmptures. This translation was
completed around 130 BC. und is called the
Septuagimr. By 200 A.D. a Laun translation of
the Jewsh Bible was completed.

At the end of the first century AD., Palestn
ian Pharisees (Jewnsh leaders) repected the Septae-
agint which had bocome associated with Chrsu-
anity. Seven booksof the Sepruagint were adopt-
ed by the Christian church as dwinely nspired,
but are considered Apocrypha by the Jews. These
books are the Windom of Solomon, Ecelesiasu-
cus, Judith, Tobit, Baruch, and 1 and 1 Macca
bees. The Phansees’ rejection of the Apocrypha
was based on four cntcna of divine revelation:
(1) the writing had o conform to the Torah, (2)
it could not have been wnitten after the vme of
Ezra. {3) 1t had to be written in Hebrew, and (4)
1t had to have been written i Palestine.

All of the bouks of the Ipocrvpla did not
meet the four cnteria so they were all expunged
from the Hebrew Scnprures which were officially
canonized by the Sanhedrin (the pohucal-religr-
ous governing senate i Palestine) someenne m
the second century. Protestant reformers of the
sinteenth century adopted the Jewish canon of

9
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the Old Testament, using che same cntera that
the Sanhedrin had cstablished. This 1s why the
1pocrypha 1s not mduded m Protestante versions
of the Bible.

Ancient Jewish History According to the Bible

The Jewsh Scriprures were never meended w
be a documcentary histonical survey. although
many of the events have been confirmed by secu-
lar histonians and archacologists The suthors’
primary concern was to present rehgious treths
a5 thc} wlre rcvc.llcd. UsIg, various lltcmr) tuuls.
They thought and wrote emotionally . For mfor-
mation about the poriod of Instory prior to
1000 B C.. the carly histonographers of the Bible
rehied mostdy on legends. msths and folklore
handed down by word of mouth. or yiven by
dinine mspiration or revelation. The oldest wrie-
wn records avatlable to Bibhaal historans were
the codes of laws, sudh as Muses” Ten Command-
ments. Later on duries and descriprions of eve
witness accounts were hept.such as the memonrs
of Nehianiah,

It 15 not the purpose of this curriculum to ex-
pound a theology of Judasm, but to present an
historical background of the Jews as they devel-
oped 1nto a rehgious and ethmic group. As the
rehgion was the source of the ethoieity, 1tis im-
possible to exclude 1t from un istorical survey
of the Jews. Ithas only been in recent enmes, par-
veularly e the Unieed Stares and Iseacl, that
Judasm and Jewishness have taken on different
connotations.

Founding of the Jewish Nation

The Jews or Hebrews are considered the des-
cendants of Abraham and his wafe Sarah, who
were born at Ur of Chaldees. and who had later
mngrated to Haran. From there they went to the
land of Canaan where they were to establish a
nation dedicated to serving one God. All of the
other tbes at that rue were polythesue. Ac-
cordmg to Genesis. God had estabhshed a cove-
nant with Abrahan *And T will give unto thee
and to thy sced after thee. the land of thy so-
Journmgs, all the land of Canaan for an everlase-
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ing possession; and [ will'be their Gnd. ... 1 will
make nations of thee and kings shall come out
of thee. . .. As for Sarah thy wife, | will give thee
a son of her and she shall be a mother of nations
... . {Genesis 17). This covenant was sealed with
the rite of circumaision: "He that 1s erght days
old shall be circumcised among you, every male
throughout your generations, .. ."" (Genesis 17).

Because the Arabs are also descended from
Abraham. through another son, Ishmacl, the ori-
gin of the Jews 1s traced to Abraham through
Isaac and Jacob. When Sarah could not bear
chitdren and 1t seemed unpossible that God would
keep his promise to make Abraham the father of
a great nation, she gave her Egyptan mad,
Hagar, to him. Hagar borc Abraham a son, Ish-
mael, whose descendants arc considered to be
progemtors of the Arabs. Several years later Sarah
finally had a son whom they named Isaac. God’s
promisc was renewed to Isaac and again to his
son, Jacob. These three are called the founding
fathers of the Jewish people. Jacob had twelve
sons who became the progenitors of the “twelve
tribes of Isracl.”

1
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The remainder of Genesis 1s a series of narra-
tves about Joseph, Jacob’s son, who was sold by
his brothers nto slavery in Egypt. It tells of
Joseph's spectacular rise to the posiaon of over-
scer of all Egype, and his final reconciliation with
s brothers who went to Egy pt to buy grain dur.
ng a period of famine in Canaan. When the
fanune m Canaan became worse, the Hebrews
migrated to Egypt and Jacob was reumted with
Joseph, There. as the Hebrews prospered. the
final chapters of Genesis see the scene for the
dramatic story of Moscs and the Fxodus

When a new Pharaob became ruler of Egypt,
he was fearful of the power of the Hebrews and
ordered their cnslavement as well as the death of
every newborn male child. One of the Hebrew
mothers saved her baby by putting him in a bas-
ket and floating him 10 the nver. The baby was
found by the Pharaok's daughter who adopted
him and named hun Moses Even though Moses
was raised m the Egypuan palace, he was con-
scious of his Jewish identity and was used by
God to lead his people out of slavery into the
Proimsed Land of Can.an,

After a series of plagues and a final dramanc
escape, the Hebrews wandered about ™ the
wilderness of the Smar desert for forty years be-
fore entering Canaan. This trip today from Egypt
to Isracl, if 1t were polincally feasible, would
take about six hours in a car. It was during this
penod of wandering that the Ten Command-
ments and vartous ordinances were revealed to
Moses, which form the basis of the Jewssh
rehgion.  An ark was built to house the tables of
the law which was kept nside an claborately
constructed portable tabernacle.  Hereafter the
ark was the holiest of all Jewish religious para-
phemalias The ordinances_of Moses are detailed
laws concerning wurder, theft, s, idolatry,
usury, slander, agniculture, dict, and - the
observance of the Sabbath.  The law.
Halachali is the central characteristic of Judasm
and applics t all of life. The Levite tnbe was
dedicated as the hereditary priesthood.

The laws given in the book of Lxodus were
supplemented by later laws that appear in the
book of Leriticus, winch 1s a sort of handbook

11
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of rirual matters. Among the laws pertaiing to
sucial conduct and religious ntuals, are the dr-
ctary laws, or Kushrut, that have been an cffec
tve way of presersing the uniqueness of the Jews
throughout the centunes. Most of these laws
have been continued to modern times because of
th.ir deeply religious sigmficance. In Leviucus
we see the establishinent of some annual jewish
holidays, such as Yom Kippur (The Day of Atone-
ment) and Pesach (Passover celebration). Leviu-
cus also contains onc of the most beautiful bless-
mgs m the Bible used by Jews and Christiansalike:

The Lord bless thee and keep thee,

The Lord make lis face to shine upon thee.

and be gracious untu thee:

The Lord lift up his countenance upon thee.

and give thee peace. {Lev. 6.24-26)

The book of Numbers describes the expen-
ences of the Hebrews from thewr second year in
the wilderness to tharr arnval on the borders of
Moab near Canaan. The account inddudes more
laws and rules, a census. many miracles. reports
of mternal dissention, and Cod's anger culminat-
mg m a Jeree that none of the generation that
left Egypt would ever enter the Promised Land.

tn addion to a rehgious community, the
Hebrews are also pretured as a mibtary group
who, with God’s help, were the victors of many
battles agamnst various tribes. At the end of che
journey, foshua becaime Moses™ suceessor and
the land was divided up between the twelve tribes
()f. |Smc|.

The last book of the Pentatcuch s Denter-
onomy, which s cssentially a restatement of the
Mosaic Law. written more for the Luty than for
the pricsthood Deuteronomy deals with matters
of religions educanion for chldren, goc d. rehef
of poverty. chanity. observance of festivals, -
hentance. divorce, proper treatment of work
amimals. and other everyday matters. The Perita
teneli ends with the death of Moses after many
cshortations to dhe Israchites o obey God and
heep His laws,

When the Israchtes established their kingdom
i Canaan or Isracl, nuhtary . state and rehgrous
lcaders were appomted by the people. Unul
tseacl had s first kg, King Saul, they were

ruled by a succession of judges, selected by the
people solely on the basis of merit, There was al-
so a senate, later called the Sanhedrin, which
presided over judicial and legislative matters.

The book of Joshua describes the Israelites’
conquest and dwvision of Canaan mn graphic de-
tail. Joshua is more of a military cpic than a
spintual or religious history. but the point 1s
stressed that as long as the people were obedient
to God. God helped them in their battles. One
such cxample 1s the battle of Jericho where “the
walls came tumbling down.” After Joshua died,
the people realized the need for a strong central
goverament and requested a king. A monarchy
was established under King Saul around 1025 B.
C. and the history of Isracl from then unul
around 400 B.C. 1s related in the rest of the He-
brew Seniptures.

King Saul succeeded m uniting the people and
i winning many battles. Saul was later rejected
because of his dhsobedience to God and was re-
placed by David. who was the greatest of all
Istachte kings. Under the rule of David’s son.
Solomon. the Jewish nation reached 1ts peak of
prosperity and fame, symbolized by the con-
struction of the Holy Temple in Jerusalem. At
the end of Solomon's rule, Isracl was divided
mto two separate hmgdoars the Kingdom of
tsrael in the north, and e Kingdem of Judahin
the soutl. Two hundred years tater. when the
Kugdom of Isracl was defizated by the Assynans,
the ten tnbes of the north were scattered to re-
mote parts of the Assyran empire and from that
vme on the history of Iseacl 1s traced through
the southern Kmgdom of Judah.

In 586 B.C. the Kingdom of Judah and the
Temple m Jervoaiem were destroyed muiheanly
by the Babylomans and ten thousand Jewish
whabitants of Judah were deported mto slavery
m Babylon. In 538 tins captivity came to an end
when King Cyrus of Peraa defeared the Baby-
lomans and permitted the Jews to return to their
Lind. where they rebuilt the Temple and recom-
menced ther old cereromes of worship., Under
Perstan rule, the Jews enjoyed considerable re-
hgteus and cconomic feedom. With the rebuild-
mg of the Temple and the autonomy granted to




the Jews, Judah once again became a theocranc
state. Although it was basically a good era for
the Jews, there were some incidents of persecu-
tion such as those described in the book of
Esther when the Persian king's grand wizier,

Around 450 a scribe named Ezra was granted
a royal warrant to institute a series of rehgous
reforms throughout the land. Ezraand Nehemiah
waged war on backshding and mixed marriages
which they felt were diluting Jewnsh teachings.
Ezra began public readings of the Torah, ac-
companied by expositions and discussions, thus
making the Toran available to all who desired to
know it. Jewish histonans believe that this popu-
larizing cf the Torah and religion saved Judaism
from becoming a mere priestly function and pro-
vided a safeguard aganst the disappearance of
the Jewish nation as a people in spite of their de-
struction pohucally.

The Jewish Holy Scriptures end with Ezra's
reforms. The writings do not cover the perod
from Alexander the Great's conquest of Persia in
333 B.C. *0 the Maccabean Revolts in 167 B.C.,
but many significant events took place during
that period that affected Jewsh history.

When Alexander died in 323, his empire was
divided between four of his generals. The Syrian
section to the east went to Seleucus, whose des-
‘cendants are known as the Seleucids. The
southern or Egyptian area which included Pales-
tine went to Prolemy. It 1s beheved that Prol-
emy Il was responsible for sponsonag the Greek
translation of the Hebrew Scriptures called the
Septuagint. The Jews enjoyed favorable condi-
uons under the rule of the Ptolemies. The ude
started to change when the Seleuaid general
Antiochus [l defcated the Egyptian general
Scopas in the battle of Panias 1n 198 B.C., after
about eighty years of constant warfare. Although
Antiochus 111 was liberal in his atttude towards
the Jews, his successor, An*.ochus 1V, tried to
impose Hellenism on all of his suby.cts. When he
erected an altar to Zeus 1n the Jewish Temple,
open rebellion resulted.

The Maccabean Revolts are related 1n the
books of I and II Maccabees. These writings
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were never canonized as part of the Jewish Bible,
but are recognized as a trustworthy sourci ¢
Jewish history for that period from 176 tn
135 B.C. During the Maccabcan penod two rel-
ligious-political factions arose: the Sadducees

—and—the Pharisees—The Sadducees—were the———

wealthy supporters of the Maccabean dynasty.
They were educated, somewhat Hellenized, and
rejected the traditions and ceremonies of Juda-
ism, confining their religion to only the law of
Moses, The Pharisees, on the other hand, were a
pious group of teachers who stressed the tradi-
tional rabbinical interpretations of the law. It
was also duning this tme that belicf in the per-
sonal immortality of the soul was spreading
among Jews.

The Maccabean Revolts starting in 168 were
successful. The Syrians were expelled from Jeru-
salern and a free Jewish state was established
which lasted only until 63 B.C. when the Ro-
mans under Pompey’s lcadership advanced to-
wards Jerusalem, captured 1t and conquered all
of Palestire. When Caesar became master of
Rome and Herod was made King of Judah, the
Jewish state was actually in bondage to Rome.
Herod was a fierce and intolerant leader who
reduced the upper classes, most of whom were
Sadducees, to a low status, while the Phansees’
influence on the masses increased. The friction
that had been growing between the two groups
for a number of years caused a necessary separa-
tion of the pohtical and religious administration
of Judea. The Sadducecs, who had traditionally
been nationalistic, formed the political Sanhedrin
that concerned 1tself with matters of state. This
was presided over by a High Priest. The Pharisees,
leaders of the religious Sanhedrin, had full con-
trol over religious, civil and domesuc affairs.

When the Roman governor had the Temple
treasury looted, a new group of nationalists, call-
ed Zealots, arose and nspired the people to re-
volt against Roman rule. The tragic outcome was
mihtary defeat, the fall of Jerusaiem and the de-
struction of the second Temple in 70 A.D.
Thousands of Jews were cructfied, sold as slaves
or put into the arena. Some managed to escape
to Babylonia and Egypt. From this time until

13
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1948 Jews were generally n exile with no home-
land.

Several hundred  Zealots contnued  their
struggle after escapmg to the fortress of M ada.

L They held out for two years against the Romans,

but when they realized the nevitable victory of
the Roman soldiers. they, with their wives and
children. committed mass suicide.

Thus did the last Jewssh state pass out of
history unul 1948, but the Jewish nation con-
nnued to hve on i the hearts and minds of the
Jews in the diaspora {lands outside of Palestine
to which the Jews dispersed).

IMPORTANT DATES IN JEWISH HISTORY

AROUND 1900 BC Abraham cstablishes a
natton  and  scttles m Canaan ot
Palestine.

AROUND 1600 BC Joseph 1s sold mto slavery
:n Egypt by s brothers, but later rises
to the position of Egyptian Viceroy.

AROUND 1300 BC Moses leads the Hebrews
out of Egypt after they had become
slaves  called the Exodus. After forty
vears of wandering i the desert, they
arrive in Canaan.

AROUND 1025 BC-Saul becotnes the first
King of Isracl.

AROUND 1000 BC -David and then Solomon
rule over Isracl during a golden era of
military victories and prospurity.

AROUND 926 BC —Palesune 1s dmided into the
northern hmgdom of Isracl and the
southern hingdom of Judah.

721 BC - The Assyrians defear the kingdom of

tseacl and the population s deported

to reniote parts of the Assyrian Em
pire. The northern kingdom of Isracl
ceases to exst and from that tine the
history of Isracl 1s traced through the
southern kingdom of Judah. The teem

Israchite 15 used to idenufv all the des-

cendants of Abrahan, saac and Jacob.

Judali 1 caprured by the Babylontans

and the Temple 1 Jerusalem s des-

586 BC

- 538 BC -

516 BC —

333 BC —

323 BC -

198 BC —
165 BC —

63 BC
70 AD

330

600 -
1071

1099 -
1187 -

1250

! 1314

troycd; the Jews are sent into slavery
n Babylon.

King Cyrus of Persia defcats the Baby-
lonians and permits the Jews to return

_to Judah.

The Jews build a new Temple 1n jc;

salem.

Alexander the Great conquers Pales-
tne. Egvpt. Syna and cventually all
of Asia Minor.

Alexander dics and his Empire 15 di-
vided between his generals. Ptolemy
became ruler of Egypt and Palestine;
Seleucus took possession of Babylon,

Syria and Asia Minor. The Creck Se=-

leucids attempted to conquer Pales-
tne and for cver a century were at
war with the Ptolenues of Egypt.
The Syrian ruler, Antiochus 111, defeats

the Egyptuns and the Seleucids rule-

Palestine.,

The Jews revolt under the leadership
of Judas Maccabacus and defcat the
Syrians.

The Romans conguer Palestine.

The Jews tevolt under the leadership
of the Zealots They fail, Jerusalem
falls, the Temple 1s destroyed and by
135 most of the Jews are dispersed to
other lands within the Roman Em-
ptre. Some remamn and work on
studtes of the Torah

Constantine converts to Christranity
and Jerusalem becomes a capral of
Christendom.

The Arabs take over control of Pales-
tmne.

The Scljuks of Turkey conquer Jeru-
salem.

Christian  Crusaders recaptere Jeru-
salem.

The Mushim ruler of Egypt, Saladin,
conquers Palestne.

Oppressive mibitary rulers of Egypt
called the Mamcelukes take Palestine
mto their Empire,



1492 — The Jews who had been residing in

1498 Spain for many centuries are expelled
from that country and those who flee
to Portugal are also expelled.

1517 — Ortoman Turks defeat the Mamelukes

1917 — The Bntish 1ssuc the Balfour Declara-
ton supporting a Jewish nanional
homeland i Palestine: the Briush
forces caprure Jerusalem.

——— 1918 - - --World War—| ends-and- Palestine be--
comes a Brinsh mandate.

1948 — The Jews of Palestine proclann an 1o
dependent State of Israel,

The Talmud

1654 —~ The first Jews set toot 1n the Amefi-

can colontes, arnving 1n New Am-
sterdam from Brazil.

1897 — The first Zionist Congress 1s held n
Switzerland.

Sccond in mmportance to the Jews. after the
Torah, is the Talmud, a vast body of litcrature
contaming nterpretations and  discussions  of
Jewish life and rehgion based on the Torah.

The Vi ahiois a collection of legal and cthi-
cal teachng which was compiled by rabbuncal
scholars m Pabsnne during the Roman occupa-
von. It 1s arranged mito siv orders:

1. Zeram Iseeds; -laws of agnieuliore and

prayers.

2. Mo'ed  {appomted

Sabbath and fustivals,

3. Nashim ‘women. -laws of marrtage, d

vorce and fannly relatiunships

4. Neztkin fdamagest avid and crnminal laws

and court procedure,

nme: laws  of  the

5. Kodashim “sacred mattersy laws ot sacni-
fice and Temple procedure
6. Tohorat  punties  laws of riruwal and un

Jdeanlmess,

I rosponse to the Mishnah, furthor written
comments were set down by the rabbis m both
Palestine and Babylon, These were walled the
Jernesalem Cemara and the Babvlomar Geiara
The Mishnah and Gamara together constitute
Q
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the Talmud. The Gemara makes up the bulk of
the Talmud and prescribes much of the Jewish
tradition. The Babylonun Talmud (Mishoah plus
the Babylonian Gemara) 1s considered the final
codification of Jewish law. Unscttled pohncal
conditions n Palesone under Roman rule made
the Palestinian law less orgamzed.

]

Two types of wnting appear w the Talmud:

the: Halachah, the legal pomts themselves: and
the Haggadah, stories used by the rabbis to ex
plam or dlustrate the law,

Some examples of the wisdom of the Talmuad
that form the basis for the Jewssh code of ethies
are:

First lcarn, and then think independently.

He gives much who gives with hindness,

It 15 best to give chanty seeretly so the needy
will not be ashamed.

Whuever daes an mjury toward a fellow nan
sms more than he who robs the Temple,

Luve peace and follow after st.

One ought not to sit down at the table before
seCing that hs domesue annnals have been
provided with food.

Promise httle, perform much,

Thy friend has a friend, and thy friend’s
friend has a friend. guard thy secrets,

1t 1s forbidden to be cruel to anything that
has hfe.

i+ 18




Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Wine taken 10 moderation unfolds the brain.
He who 1s a total abstaincr 1s rarely pos-
sessed of wisdom.

The Talmud 1s voluminous and requires a hte

—ume of careful study. The mam themes running

through it are the value of studymg the Torah
and devotion to God

HOLIDAYS AND THE JEWISH CALENDAR

The Jewish calendar 1s based on a “ronomy. 1t
15 a lunar calendar divided into months of twenty-
mne or thirty days. Tt takes the moon twenty-
nine and a half days to revolve around the carth
and because a calendar month must have an nte-
gral number of days. some months have more
days than others.

Twelve lunar months make up a year of three
hundred and Hifty-four days. In order to make
up the difference between the lunar year and the
solar year that the sccular world uses, a thir-
teenth month 15 added to the Jewish calendar
seven times i mncteen years. 1976-77 1s the
Jewish vear 5737.

The twelve Jewish months and their corres-
ponding sccular months are: Tishrer {October),
Cheshvan (November). Kislev (December), Tevet
(January). Shevat {February), Adar (March).
Nisan {Apnl). lyar (May), Swvan (June!, Tammuz
(July). Av {August). and Elul {Scptember). The
thirteenth month 1s called Adar Shem (Second
Adar).

The first day of the new moon 15 a munor fes-
tive day called Rovh Clhodesh. 1tas an occasion
for special prayers and celebrations.

The first day of the Jewish New Year, Rosh
Hushanah. falls on the firse day of Tishrer. Rosh
Hashanah and Yom Kippur. the Day of Atone-
ment, referred to as the High Holy Days. are
strictly religious in nature. The other five main
holidays are folk huhdays that have a religious
significance. As there are varying degrees of
affihation with the religious community. there
arc varying degrees of observance of the holidays.
Some American Jews don't celebrate any of the

.

holidays. Others wish to keep tradition alive n
therr families and obscrve only the Passover.
Most Jews acknowledge the High Holy Days.
Hanukkalt and the Passover or Pesach. The fol-
lowing descriptions of the main Jewish holidays
are according to a traditional observance.

Rosh Hashanah

It 15 not known what the exact nawre of the
holiday was in Biblical times, but 1t later devel-
oped through rabbinical teachings into a day of
judgement. It is a tme of repentance and of
hope for improvement. It 1s believed that on this
day God passes judgement on all and decides
their fate for the commg year.—-- - -~ -

Observant Jews go to the synagogue where
prayers are offered to God for repentance. One
of the important aspects of the Rosh Hashanah
service 1s that of blowing the Shofar or the ram’s
horn. an ancient wind mstrument. The Torah
describes the first day of Tishrer as “a day of
blowing the trumpet.” However. the Shofar is
not blown if the holiday falls on the Sabbath.
Rabbis have elaborated greatly on the religious
significance of the Shofar to which many pur-
poses have been ascribed. including confusing
the Dewl, driving away evil spints, ca"mg the
people to prayer, warning them abour mpend-
ing danger and arousing their consaience.

/
-

Lhe Shofur
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Rosh Hashanah readings are taken from
Genesis 21 and 22 which relate the story of
The story 1s
a lesson of great faith, unquestioming obedience
to God and a protest aganst human sacrifice

Abraham's ncar sacrifice of Isaac.

~—trithe home on Rosh Hashanahevemng the--

head of the houschold says the Kiddush blessing
over a cup of wme and dips shees of sweet apple
mto honey and distributes them to members of
the famnl). Each family member prays before
cannyg the apple, “May 10 be Thy Wl" O Lord, to
grant us a happy and sweet year.” Some send
New Ycar's grecong cards o char frieads

Yom Kippur

Yom Kippur, the Day of Atoncment, comes
ten Jdays after Rosh Hashanah on Tishrer 10 1eas
a day of confession and atonement. There are
theee cssential steps mvolved m repentance the
recognioon that a sim has been commteed, the
contession of the s, and the deternimanion that
it will not bo repeated. Teas a basic theologreal
pulll[ uf jud.mm [|m[ man «an Lmlfcss dlrcct'\
to God. he needs no mediator.

On the eve of the Dav of Atenement obser
vant Jows gather mothe synagogue o hear the
Kol Nudre praver whidh s generally chanted
three tmes by the Hazzan or cantor. Many be-
lieve that the Ao Nedre ongmated with the Var
raio 1t s a4 dedaration of the annulment ot
vows made durmg the yoar thatare not kepe tor
OlC Foasor The Marranos had been
forced to opanly convert to Cathohiosm, whale

or attothar

actually remamimg Jowish i private ()ngnu“\
the chunt apphicd o vows made during the past
vear. but was later changed by the Whikonazim
to refor toaows to bo made durmyg the conung
vear The Aol Nadre hav a very umique melody
that s rathor fantous,

It s a custam among fews throughout the
world to say pravers momemon of the dead on
Yom Kippur In addition to these pravers and
the Aol Nudre other pravers wnd poems are read.
Atter the aftcrnoon reading of the Torah. the
book of Jonal s read,

During Rosh Hashanah and the ten days be-
tween that and Yom kippur, those who pray ask

17

to be mscnbed 10 the Book of Life, and on Yom
Kippur day the prayer 1s changed to say scaled
 the Book of Life.

The end of the day brings the chanting 1o
unison of the Shema. “Hear O lIsrael, the Lord
our God, the Lord 15 -One " Then the phrase
“Blessed be the name of His glorious kingdom
for ever and ever” 15 chanted and finally “The
Lord He 1s God™ 15 exclasmed. The blast of the
Shafar declares that the day has come to a close
and the congregation concludes “"Next year 1n
Jerusalem ** Yom Kippur s a day ot fasting and
after returning from the synagogue a festive
medl takes place 1n the home.

Sukkot

Sukhot celebrated on the Hfteenth day of
Tashrer v an agncultural tesuviny which wrved
as the basts of our Amencan Hunksuvmg. The
Torah contams a number of references to the
Feast of Tabernadles or Sukkot. tn Biblical tines
after all the pmduus of the harvest were gathered
and stored away . the farmer felt happy and grace-
ful o God for providing for hunself and his
fanuly. Almost all anaent culeures had somie
sort of harvest celebrations The Feast of Taber-
nacdes was also connecied widh the esodus from
Egspt and rved as a memornl of the wander-
mgs of the tsrachies for forty vears before enter-
mg the Promised Land s istoncal stemificance
v given o Leviticus 23 43: "That your genera-
tons mas hnow that 1 made the children of
Iracl to dwell i booths. when | brought them

18
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out of the land of Egypt.” Sukkot commemo-
rates the long period during which the Israclhites
were gradually welded together into a nauon
and learned to appreciate the hiberty which they
had acquired. The booth, decorated with various
———frutes: and-vegerables; is- 1 symbot of the tme
when the Jews were shepherds and farmers and
lived 1n hastily constructed sheleers.

Construction of the Sukkah or booth is des-
cnbed in the Scriptures. “Go forth unto the
mount and fetch olive branchcs, the branches of
the wild olive, and branches of thick trees, to
make booths, as 1t is wntten.”” No special pro-
visions were made for the building except that

1t have four walls and be of a convenieat size.
[ Great importance was attached to the roof. It
had to be made from branches, sparscly sprcad
so that the stars could be seen from inside of the
booth. Actual construction was to begin immedi-
ately after Yom Kippur. In some houses, speaial
arcas were set aside for the Sukkah. The walls of
the booth were claborately decorated with pic-
tures and tapestries. and fruts and flowers hung
from the roof. In the poorer arcas, several fami-
lies together built a large Sukkah that could ac-
cotnmodate them all,

In some American homes the custom has becn
continued. A Sukkah 15 usually put up in the
synagoguc to s*.ve tae needs of the entire com-
munity. M.y of the Hasdim of Brooklyn, a
very orthodox group of Jews, construct therr
booths on their fire escapes,

The Bible mstructs every tsrachite to take mto
his hands on the first day of Sukkot, 4 bouquet
of four species of vegetation. “And ye shall take
vou on the first day the fruie of goodly trees
branches of palm trees, and boughs of thick
wees and willows of the brook.” (Leviticus
23.40,, Tradiion denufies the geodly tree as
the caitron and the thick eree as myrtle

During the ceremony a clowd palm leaf. a
Lular, o which are attached three wwigs of
myrtle and two willow branches. tied together
with palo senps. 1s held o the right hand. The
atrus fruie called the 7 trog s held in e Jeft
hand. Both are waved in four directions as hymns
of praisc are chanted. This ceremony takes place
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every day during the first seven days of the fesu-
val, except for the Sabbath. On the cighth and
ninth days, the Luiav 1s discarded and only the
psalms of praise, the Hallel, are said. One dis-
tinctive feature of Sukkot is the chanuing of the
“Geshem, winch 15 2 special prayer for rain; said
on the eghth day of Sukkot.

The last day of the festn. ! 1s called Simbhat
Torah, the rejoicing of the Torah. The first
readings of the Torah from Genesis begin on the
Sabbath following Rosh Hashanah. The last por-
tion from Deuteronomy is rcad on the last day
of Sukkot. The conclusion of the readings is an
occasion for rejoicing. Songs of joy and gratitude
for the gift of the Torah are chanted. In the even-
ing all the scrolls are taken out of the ark and
carried 1n procession around the rcading desk 1n
the middle of the synagogue. Each member of
the congregauon is given the honor of carrying
the scrolls and children also participate in the
procession.

Hanukkah

This popular holhday, celebrated on the
twenty-fifth day of Kislev. 1s of great historical
mmportance. Hanukkah, which means dedica-
tion. 15 also alled the Festival of Lights and
commemorates the rededication of the Temple
by Judah the Maccahee 1n 165 B.C.

As the Greek emprre of Alexander the Great
spread throughout the Middle East, many Jews
n Palestne became Hellemzed, Although Alex-
«nder did not try to mmpose the Greek culture
on the Jews by force, nany young people were
impressed with Greek philosophy., beauty and
grace.

A gr up of concerned Jews, called Hasidun
or Pious Ones, formed in epposition to the
Hellenization of the Jews. They behieved that
Judatsm was threatened by the pagan practices
of the Greeks. Biblical ordmances were beng
neglected.

In 175 B.C. a new ruler. the Syran
Antiochus 1V, came mto power. Wanting to
paganize the Jews by force, he torbade them,
under penaley of death, to keep the Sabbath or
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to perform arcumcisions. The Temple w Jeru-
calem wa. desecrat d and converted to the wor-
ship of Zeus. Anti.chus was aded i his attempts
to destroy Judasm by the high prieses who were
more mterested i polmcal gans than rehgion.
Many refused to worship the Greek gods and
were martyred. Others sought safery and fled.
Soon the passive resistance gave way to open re
belhon

In 168 an old pricst named Mattathias the
Hasmoncan, who Iived m a small town near
Jerasalem. ssued a call for followers to defend
the Torah from the attacks by Antiochus IV,
Many responded and joned the rebels who
mostly engaged m guernlla warfare. The Has-
monean brothers, the five sons of Mattathias,
were motnvated by pohiical as weil as rehgrous
reasons They wanted to secure the Torah by
throwing off the yohe of the toragn oppressors
and cstablishing o self-governing Jewssh state.
The Hasdin, wha also jomed the ranks of the
nsurgents, wore motivated only by rehgion. As
lullg a5 tht‘\ W er‘c to wnrshlp (;nd ALY thC\
pleased. tooy didn’t ware who ruled Palestine.
But when the Tunple was desecrated and Jews
were forced to worship Greeh gods, the Hastdim
tought back One rebel group was attached by
Syran forees on the Sabbath and all were
massacred because they refused to bear arms on
the dav of rest. Mattathias thenssued a decree
that later became a valid Jewish law. makmg it
obhgatory for Juws to defend themselves on the

Sabbath 1t attackdd.
when Mattathias died the rebdbion was led b,

one of his sons. judab the Maccabee, He s con
adercd the hero of the Maccabe, n Revolts, Judah
praved before every battle and chanted psalms
and songs of grancude abter cvery victory. in
165. he marched imto Jerusalem on the twenty -
fifeh day of Kislov, entered the Temple, punfied
the altar and established the first Hanukkah cele
bravom, The jovous festival, marked with the
kmdling of the hghes, lasted for cight days. A
natacde 18 sard to have happened. There was only
enough ol i the Temple to keep the hght m
fre ¢« of the ark burning for one dav, but the
amp contmucd to burn for eight days. Jews

have comiemorated this day ever smee by hight-
g the Hanukkah candles cach of the eight nights
of the hohday.

With the defeat of the Synans by the Macca-
becs, peace was cstabhished in 163 and dhe Jews

were given fult frecdom to practice therr rehgron. -

However, they still remamed subservient polin-
cally to the Synans. In 143, Simon. the last of
the Maccabees. expelled the Syrians from Jeru-
salen and a free independent Jewssh state was
formed. This state lasted until 63 B.C. when the
Romans conquered Palestme.

Hanukkah 15 4 home festval and 1s very popu-
lar among Jewnsh duldren who often recerve
small gifts cach day of the holday. Among the
gfts chae children recewe are some coms or
Hanuhkah gelt that they use i playmg the drei-
del game. A drerdel 15 a sort of four-sided die
that 1s spun ke a top. Each of the four sides has
a Hebrew letter The Gunmel represents gan~ {all)
which means that of the dredel fads wieh the
Gimmel side up. then the player gees all of the
Hanukhah gelt that was anted by all the players.
On another side of the die s dhe letter Hel winch
stands for halb (half). This means chat the player
gets only half of the pot. The Nun stands for
mickts (nothmyg) and the Shin mcans stell (putm)
which means that the player has to add some-
thing to the pot. The Hebrew leceers on the drei-
del are also symbolic: Nes, gadiel. haya, sham (a
Zreat noracle happened there).
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Punm
Punim, on the fourteenth day of Adar, 15
another widely celebrated holiday.
the deliverance of the Persian Jews from Haman
with the ad of Esther. the Jewish queen. The
————event-tsrelated-m-the Bibhcal -book of Esther:
Ahasucrus {Xerxes i Persian}, the King of
Persia. was holding a royal feast and sent for his
queen, Vashti, When Vashu refused to appear
the King grew very angry and dzcided to find a
new queen. Many different women were brought
to him. A Jew named Mordecar brought Esther
to Xerxes. Esther was a Jewess but at Mordecar's

Purim marks

nstructions, she had concealed her identity. She ""]-' —m——

" new quecn.

Shortly after Esther became queen, Mordecai
learned of a plot to kill Xerxes and he told Esther
about it. She warned Xerxes and the plotters
were hanged. At thi tune an ambitious man
namcd Haman became grand wizier and adwiser
to the kmg. Court pmtucn] rcqulrcd that all bow
down to Haman. Mordecar refused because 1t
was contrary to Jewish law. Haman was angered
and urged the king to destroy the Jews on the
grounds that they were dangerous because therr
religious laws were m conflict with the avil laws
of the land. Xerxes wssued an order to kill the
Jews. Mordecar told Esther to ntercede for her
people and to reveal her identity to Xerxes. She
prepared a banquet for Xerses and uvited
Harnan, She made the king to understand that
Haman wanted to destroy the Jews because of
his own anmibitions and reminded him that
Mordecar had once saved his ife. Haman was
hanged on the samc gallows that he had pre-
pared for the Jews. Xerses also issued an order
permitting the Jews to defend themselves aganst
those who tried to destrov them.

To celebrate this victory and dehverance, a
ume was set aside for feasting and joy. sending
gifts to one another and aiding the poor. Tt was
added to the calendar and called Purim, meaning
lots for the lots that Haman cast to deo.o on

which day to kil the Jews.

|
r was very beauttful and Xerxes chose her as his
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Passover
Passover or Pesach begins on the fifteenth day

of Nisan and continues for eight days. Almost
all Jews, even those who are not religious, cele-
brate the Pesach m one way or another. The
Tost prommnent feature of the hohday 1sthe-
Seder which s the ritual feast and comincemora-
tive scrvice that takes place n the home. The
Seder 1s held on Pesach eve and Pesach mght m
traditional hornes. Reform Jews usually celmete
only the fust Seder. During the entire week of
Passovor, observant Jews eat no leavened bread.

N

Pavter

Passover commemorates the escape of the
Hebrews from Egypt. led by Moses around
1300 B.C.. as deseribed 10 the book of Exodus.
chapters 1-14 The Hebrews in Egypt had pros-
pered and became so numerous that the Pharach
feared them. They were enslaved and an order
was tssued to drown all of the Hebrew male n
fants One of the mothers hid her son i a basket
attd put hun in the river among the rushes. This
baby was found by the Pharaoli's daughter who
adopted hint and named him Moses. Moses was
brought up in the court of Egvpt but developed
a strong loyalty to his own people. One day
Moses saw an Egyptian beating one of the He-
brew slaves. He hit the Egy puan and Rilled him.,
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Moses fled to the hills and became a shepherd.
While attending his flock one day . he heard the
voice of God coming from a burnig bush, say-
ing that he. Moses, would be used by God 1o
deirver the Hebrews from slavery and to lead

— thentback to €amaan, - -

Moses returned to the court and ashed the
Pharaoh to set the Hebrews free. The Pharaoh
refused and all of the waters in Egypt were turn-
¢d to blood. The Pharaoh sull refused to let the
Hebrews go und God sent a series of plagues,
each one worse than the preceding one Each
tne the Pharaoh said he would agree to free the
slaves, but then changed his mind when the
plagues stopped: The tenth plague was the hilling
of Egyptian sons. Moses was mstruceed to have
the Hebrews mark their doorposts with the blood
ot a lamb. The angel of the Lord then went
trom home to home. killing the first-born son of
cach famhy whose door was not marked with
the blood of a lamb Those families who had
obeyed Moses™ instructions were passed over!
by the angel. Other instructions were given to
the Jews at dis ome. one of which was the
cating of unlcavened bread for seven days
This was the first Pesach

After this fase plague. the Pharaob agam agreed
to set the Hebrow slaves free. Just as thoy were
leaving Egype. he agam danged s nund and
sent his soldiers after Moscs and s people. Juse
as the Hebrews reachad the Red Sea. then aalled
the Sea of Reads, amrracle tosad to have hap-
pened. The waters parted and @ dryv passagewa
appeared. All of the Hebrews crossed safely., but
when the Egy poan soldiers were half way across,
the waters dosdd up and all of them were
drowned

Each Jownh father was mstrucedd to relate
the story of the Faodus to his son cach vear.
Posach becanme an important home celebraton
whoen the soeond Tamplo was deseroved m Jeru
salenr i 70 A D The men could no Tonger make
thar pilgrimages to the Temple to offer up the
Pasclial Lamb so die holday gamed o new wigm
ficance m the home, I)urmg, the Sederun, the
marratne of the Eaodus story s road trom g
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booklet called the Haggudah. Members of the
family may take turns reading from the Haggadah.

Certain symbolicitems are plared on the Seder
table. A large cup of wine 1s poured for Elyah.
In Jewish folklore Ehjah the Prophet 1s a great

hero The book of Malachi. a mmor prophet.-

connects Eltjah with the arnval of the Messiah.
The cup of wme symbohzes the welcoming of
Etyjah. A special Seder tray holds certan foods:
a roasted cgg. a lamb shank bone, parsley,
fettuce. bitter herbs {usually horscradish) and a
mixture of apples and nuts called charoser. Each
of the foods represents a particular pare of the
Exodus story .

The Seder 1s preceded by the regular Kiddush
praer and wine, the samc benedicvion thau s
sard on the Sabbath and on holidays. But on this
occaston the Kiddush cup 1s refilled and the ser-
vice begins when the youngese male at the table
ashs, “why s tlis mghe different from all other
mghts?™ As the narrative 1 read. the symbohic
"uud\ on thc S('dcr tray are cateh or [dstcd. Af[cr
the meal, a grace w sard and a chird cup of wine
i drunk Wine plays a very mportant part i the
service. Two cups are drunk before the actual
]“k'd'. LR 1 1% flgllt -|t‘tCr ':I".' HIL'.II J"d ad f()\'rth kuP at
the end of the service The Seder ends when a
portion of the wmatral (the unleavened bread)
that had been set aside carlier.1s divided among
all those at the wble and caten. The popular
custom of hnding the maezah was meroduced o
Reep the duldren mecrested Earls i dhe service
the dntdecn have to dose ther eves while a prece
ot matzah s ndden. This 1s called an Hikomen.
The Scder serviee cannot end widhout cating the
Afthotaen. so the child who finds it s given g
\l”:l“ rk“(lrd

After the meal and Just before the final cup of
wine, the toast s made “nost vear i Jerusalem™
Iodranaly Taba ali by ondialavins Soveral songs
ac then sung One espealhy popular song
Fhad Gadyva which means one haid

Shavuot

Like Sukkot, Shavuot was ontgmally a harvest
tme celebration The feast s presenibed m Levt
ticus was to tall exacehy fifes davs afeer Pesadh,

22




in the spring which 1s the nme of the harvest of
fruit. The Greck Jews later called this fesuval
Pentecost which means fifueth in Greek.

The celebration gradually developed a religious
significance. In Isracl actual harvest fesuvals are

sttt heldUbutin the United Stites Shiviiot is pri-

ERIC

marily a day of remembrance and feastng. In
Reform synagogues confirmations take place on
this day. Moses 1s believed to have received the
Ten Commandments on the day that later be-
came Shavuot. Reform Jews accept responsibility
in Judaism the same day that Israel traditionally
received God's law on Mount Sinar.

The three folk hohdays. Pesach. Sukkot and
Shavuot, are all connected with the Exodus.
Pesach i the carly spring at the beginning of the
harvest tume, commemorates freedomn. Shavuot
in the late spring commemorates the giving of
the law or justice. Sukkot, the autumn harvest
celebration. signifies God’s protection during the
wandering n the wilderness,

There are other Jewish hohdays, but these are
the most widely celebrated annual hohdays.
Sabbath

The Sabbath begins every Friday as soon as
the sun <oes down and 15 observed 1n tradi-
twnal homes m ditferent ways  Many Orthodox
Jews will not do anything at all that constitutes
work on the Sahbath

The commandment to observe the Sabbath s
found in Exodus 20 8 10, “*Remember the Sab-

bath day. to keep 1t holy. Six days you shall®

labor. and do all your work: but the scventh s a
Sabbath to the Lord your God.” The Sabbath
meal 15 aspecial occasion m the tradional home
The best dishes and silverware are used The ser-
vice begins when the mother hghes the candles
and thanks God for the Sabbath day of rest

Lord of the Universe,

I am about to perform the sacred
duty of hindhng the hights m
honor of the Sabbath. even as 1t
1s written

And thou shalt call the Sabbadh
a delight and the holy day of the
Lord honorable.
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And may the effect of my fulfilling
this commandment be that the stream
of abundant Iif: and heavenly blessing
flow n upon me and mine;

that thou be gracious unto us, and
‘cause thy presence to dwell among us.

Father of mercy, O contmue thy lovingkind-
ness unto me and unto my dear oncs; make
me worthy to rear my children so that they
Walk 1n the way of the righteous before thee,
loval to thy law and clinging to good deeds.

Keep thou far from us all manncr of shame,

grief, and care; and grant that peace, hght and

joy cver abide m our home. o

For with thee 1s the fountain of hfe.

in thy hght do we see hight. Amen,
After the mother recites the prayer. the father
fills the Kiddush cup with sweet wine and says
the Kiddush blessing. After that he breaks oper
the loaves of hallahi or brawded bread. A tradi-
tional meal follows, combined with conversation
and stuging.

RITUALS

Ahnost from birth, Jews start on a series of
customs and rituals that will take them through
cach phase of Iife. The first nicual in the hfe of a
male 15 the nte of circumasion called the Bt
Alali, which dates back to God's covenant with
Abraham. Circumaston, the cutting away of the
foreshin of amale cild on the cighth day of hfe.
has always been a sign of fidehty to Judassm. fn
the Umited States toddy nme out of ten non
Jewssh males are arcumased in the hospital as a
health measure, but to the observant Jew circum
¢rston 1s a holy ritual. The service, performed by
a Mohel, an cxpert surgeon and learned Jew,
must be held 1n the presence of at least three
and usually ten men. crther at home, in the hos
pital or i a synagogue The father of the ¢hild
rcafflrlns hls acceptance Uf the covenant and thc
cnld 1s placed in a speaal dharr called the char
of Eljah. After the arcumasion, the Moliel re-
aites a blessmgover the wine and the bov receves




his name. It 1s the custom among many Ashke-
nazic Jews to give 4 son the name of a close de-
ceased relative, or a name starung with the same
letter. Scephardim often name their sons after a
lving relative.

" Folfowing the Brit Vil the guestsare mvited
to share a meal dunng which certam prayers may
be said The ritual may vary accordmng to Seph-
ardic,  Ashkenazie, Reforn., Conscrvatve  or
Orthodox customs.

Girls are named shordy after birth, often n
the svnagogue where a special prayer ts recreed
i her honor, Services for nannhg a new ddugll(cr
may also condude with a special meal.

Bar Mitzvah

When a Jewish boy reaches the age of thir-
teen he 15 initiated 1into manhood and rehigious
responsibility through the Bur Muziah cere-
mony This means that up unal the age of thar-
teen, a father bears the sins of his son. Afrer
the Buar Muziah.  a son s directly responsible
for his own actions

A boy may start his religious cratmng as
carly as age three He s taught Hebrew and the
significance of all the Jewish traditions and ae-
ligrous rituals  Atter a boy becomes Bar Mirz-
tth tradinon calls tor him o wear Teftllin
during morning  weekday  prayers from  thae
ume on  Teftllin or phylacteries are small black
boxes or straps, contamng portions of the To-
rah, that are worn on the forehead and arm dur-
ing weekday prayers

After the Bar Miutziah service, a party or re-
ception usually follows

Girls 1n Retform and certain Conservative
synagogues often have a similar ceremony catled
a But Muziuh

Confirmaton

In addition to the Bar Miezavah and Bat Mits
vah, Roform SV HZOgIes lave mprated o Con
tirmanon scnviee taor both bovs and g|r|\, This
Wiy llu first dlﬁtlntll\v wotamony, \llppnrtlng
the basic Retorm principle that men and women
are equal m the Jewssh rchgion, that was intro-
duced by Reform sy nagogues after the spht with

Q

orthodoxy. Confirmation 1s a sore of pledge to
try to keep the laws of Judawm fachfully, The
ceremony usually takes place at age fifteen or
sixteen during the Shavuot feseval,

AN _ -\\\\:- \; V'

The Marrtage Huppa

Marriage

According to traditional Judasm, the jewish
'“J]k' 15 (()”""d”dt‘d o lll.n‘r) -l"d o Pr()k reate.
Rabbmical authonues mrerpreted the conmand-
ment o specitically mean o nale must beget at
least one male and one fomale, In the twenueth
contury tradioons have dhanged consderably
within dhe Jewssh commumny chowever marriage
and family reman miporeant values. Percentage
ot marrage amony Jews s much Ingher than the
national average.

The marmage cereniony varies accordmg to
denommation Phe Orthodos cacmony s by far
the most daborate, Generallv, the nitnal bogins
whon the cantor sings a short passage. The bride
and groom stand mrdora Fheppa or canopy facmg
the rabbr who tahos o cup of wine and blesses e
betore recrnmyg the Bukat { s, dh betrothal
blossing This blessmg i trom the Talmud. 1ts
a passage of prase to God tor the marriage st
tution. The grovm gnes s brde o weddmg
band winle saving, “Behold, thou are conse
crated unto me by this nng. according to the law
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of Mases and Isracl.”” After this. a marriage con-
tract called the Ketbalt 1s read. This s essenn-
ally a hist of obligations of the groom to the
bride. By rabbinical law this contract 1s necessary
to make a valid marriage and the ceremony must
—————-be-witnessed-by-two people-Seven benedrctions
folluw the reading of the Ketubah, along with
the blessing of the wine. The last benediction 1s
a statement of the joy of wedlock:
Blessed art thou, O Lord our Gaod. King of
the Universe, who hast created joy and
gladness, bridegroom and bride, inirth and
exultacton, pleasure and  dehight, love,
brotherhood, peace and fellowship. Soon
may there be heard m the crues of Judah,
“and in the streets of Jerusalem: the voice
of joy and gladness, the voice of the
bridegroom and the voice of the bride,
the jubilant voice of bridegrooms from
therr canopies. and of youths from therr
feasts of song. Blessed art thou, O Lord,
who makest the brldcgr(mm to rejotce
with the bride
Tradional wedding songs are sung. Sephardic
and Ashkenasic mdodies differ. Somotimes the
old custom of the brde drdhing the groom seven
tmes betore the cercmony begms s sull ob-
served. Usually after the blessings are said, the
couple drmk from the cup of wine and then the
groom breaks the gldsi with his toot. This s
) m):. )‘IL‘ Uf the dcstrugtmn uf thc 10”1}“0 mn
Jerusalem. Tt s also svmbohic of the face thae at
the tme of the graatest porsonal happmess, the
couphe fink ther lives with 4l of \ufﬂ-rmg hu-

b _

manitv. bt »oan Orthodoy custom for the bride
and groom to have a marriage feast every da)
after the coremomy for seven davs, during winch
time the benedictans arc e

SLVLIT Iharrtage

puated

Ihvorce

Fradivonal Judasm parmnes divorce o cortam
proscribed grounds The woman wsually recewes
awritot divorce, alled a Gor, from her hushand.
Flis Get s proparcd by a rabbr or scholar and 1
specrficd mothe Bible as a must For divorce, Ths

ERIC .
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tradition is sull observed by many Jews in adds-
tton to a civil divorce.

Burial and Mourning
The unportance of burtal 1s witnessed by the

order irwhich Jewish communitics grew inche ™

United States Invariably consecrating a cemetery
plot was the first step 0 establishing 4 perma-
nent Jewish COMMURILY, OCCUrrINg ¢ven betore a
sy nagoguce was buile.

When a Jew dies, those present say “Blessed
be the true Judge,” {Baruch Dayan Emet) and
mourners tear a piece of therr clothing. A can-
dle 1s lighted and kept burning for seven days

_It 1s_very important to bury the body within

ewenty-four hours. It 1s not tradinional to em-
balm or cremate a body because it 1s holy For
this reason some Jews have difficulty accepting
the modern trend towards donating organs.

After the funeral, immedrate family observe
the tradition of sitting Shria for seven days,
during which time observant Jews generally do
not leave the house except on the Sabbath It 1s
a pertod of mourning and contemplation. Often
a minyan will come ro the home of those sitting
Shiva for religious services. A thirty-day
mourning penod, called Sheloshim, tollows the
funeral during which tme immediate family
members do not participate in any festivities.
Tradiuonally mourning lasts for 1! months
Kadduh. “May His great name be blessed for
ever and for all time,” 1s said three tumes a day.
The tombstone 1s usually not uncovered until a
year after death, on the anniversary of the
death. This 1s a spectal ceremony when the El
Maley Rahamin 1s sung and Kaddish s sard
Every year on the antuversaty of the deach, o
candle 1s Lit which 1s kept burning for twenty-
four hours and Kaddish 15 said

RELIGIOUS AND TRADITIONAL ARTICLES

The Meziezah s a small parchment scroll on
which i written verses trom Devteronomy chap-
wers 6 and 11, contamed g small case made of
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wood, metal or giass. On one side of the parch-

ment is the single word Shaddai (Almighty). On

the other side is the passage from Deuteronomy:
Hear O Isracl, the Lord our God, the
Lord is One. And thou shalt love the

home, and of the Jewish commitment to study
and learning. A Mezuzah is also found on the
right side of the entrance to most Jewish build-

ings.

A

e shalt bind themfora-si

Lord thy God with all thy heart, with all
thy scul, and with all thy might. And
these worus which I command thee this
day shall be upon thy heart: and thou
shalt teach them dilligently to thy child-
ten and shalt talk of them when thou
sittest in thy house, and when thou
walkest by the way. and when thou liest
down and when thou risest up. And thou

L3

sign-
and they shall be frontlets between thine
eyes. And thou shalt write them upon
the doorposts of thy house and upon thy
gates.

Mezuzah

The Mezuzah is attached to the doorpost of the
home. Most Jewish homes, regardless of denomi-
nation, have a Mezuzah. It is customary to place
onc’s fingers on the Mezuzah when entering of
leaving. then touch the fingers to the lips. The
Mezuzah serves as a symbol of the spiritual quali-
ties that should be found within the Jewish

Tefillin

This text from Deuteronomy also serves as
the basis of the traditional custom of wearing
Tefitllin on the forehead and arm while praying.
The Scriptural portions are contained in small
black boxes attached to straps.

The Kiddush cup 1s a special cup in which
wine is poured, used 1n Jewish ceremonies. A
blessing or benediction is saia over the wine be-
fore it 1s tasted. This procedure plays a very
important part in the Sabbath meal, folk festi-
vals, weddings and other religious ceremonies.

A Talltt is a prayet shawl worn by Jews while
ptaying. Among strictly observant Jews, the
Tallit is worn only by married men during
morning prayers or special services in the syna-
gogue. It is usually made of wool, has four cor-
ners knotted with fringe according to a biblical
passage, “Speak to the sons of Isracl and tell
them to put tassels on the hems of their
garments. . . .They will remind you all of my
Commandments.” The Tallit sometimes has
black bands that signify the destruction of the
Temple.
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A small Tallit called a Tzitzit or 4rba Kanfot
is worn at all times by Orthodox men. This isa
small undergarment, worn like an apron, that en-
ables the wearer to pray at all times and to be re-
minded of God’s Commandments.

A Yarmulke, in Hebrew called a Kippa. is a
skull cap, worn by men as a sign of humihty and
respect. Orthodox Jews may wear the Yarmulke

at all times; others confine its weanng to the
sy nagogue.

A Kittel, 2 white cloth that rcaches to the
feet, is a ritual garment worn only during
Pesach and on the High Holy Days by Orthodox
and sometimes Conservative men. A groom will
often wear a Kittel at his marriage ceremony,
and when a person dies the Kittel may become
the shroud in which he is buried.

A Shaytl is a wig that Orthodox women wear
after marriage when their heads are shaven. The
custom is especially common among Hasidic
women.

The word Menorah mcans candlestick. The
most familiar Menorah 1s the Hanukkah Menorah
which holds nine candles, one for each night of
Hanukkah and a center hole for the candle used
to light the others, called the Shummas.

Discussion Questions and Activities

1. How did the Jewish nation survive without a

land?

Define cthnieity. Why are the Jews consid-

ered cthnics, while Catholic. Protestant, Ori-

ental and Orthodox Christians may not be?

3. Would you consdder the Jews for Jesus or
Brother Daniel Jewish® If not. why not®

4. List the various ways of bemg Jewish and try
ro come up with a comprehensive defimtion
of who 15 a Jew.

5. Discuss the importance of cthnic studies. -
clude your own objectives in studying the
Jews,

6. if you have « Reform, Conservative and
Orthodox Jew 1n your (lass. ask cach for a
defimton of who is a Jew, who 15 4 good
Jew.

1o

7. Conduct a debate. Resolved: The Bible as
literature may be studied in public schools
without violating the Supreme Court’s ban
on Bible reading,

8. At the beginning of the study preparc an
oral quiz with general questions such as:
How long ago did Jews come to America?
Where did they come from?

“Were Jews always welcome in America and
did they enjoy freedum of religion?

Were there any Jewish cowboys?

What is a synagoguc? What is a rabbi?

How many Jews are there in this country
and what percentageof the enure popula-
tion do they constitute? What s Hanukkah?
Appoint a student to write down the answers
given by the class. At the end of the unit give
the same quiz. Compare answers.

9. Assign students or committees to prepare re-
ports about onc of the following topics:
Holidays
The Talmud
The Torah
The Maccaboan Revolts
Isracls first three kings (Saubmbavid and
Solomon)

10. Students may prepare book reports on 4
Plame mn the Sky by Jean Bothwell (hsted
m Additional Resources at the end of the
unit), Liyah the Slave by lsaac Bashewis
Stnger, or The Source by James Michener,

11. How docs assimilation mto Amcrican society
threaten the survival of Judansm and the
Jews as a distinct cthaie group?

GLOSSARY -~ PART I

Afikomen - a prece of Matzal that » mdden dur-
ng the Pesach or Passover feast thas the child-
ren have to find before the service can end.

Apocrypha - holy writings of Biblical times that
were not aceepted as divinely inspired by the
Jews, but which were adopted by the Christian
church.




Arba Kanfot -a small Tallit, a four sided cloth
_ worn as an apron at all umes by strict ortho-

" dox men.

Ark - the housing for the Torah scrolls.

Ashkenazim (pl. noun) and Ashkenazic (adj.)-
Jews: from central and eastern Europe and
their descendants.

Bar Mitzvah. the official imtiation of thirteen-

"~ ycar-old boys mto manhood when they take
on the responsibility for their own deeds be-
fore God and man.

Bat Mitzvah - a4 ceremony for girls that s similar
to the Bar Mitzvah,

Birkat Erusin - the betrothal blessing recited dur-
ing a Jewish wedding ceremony.

Brit Milah - the ritual of circumcision when a
male child 15 eight days old. The word Brit
actually means covenant.

Canaan the ancient name for the land that is
Isracl: the land 1n which Abraham scttled
after leaving Haran.

Draspora - the term given to all of the areas out-
side of Isracl where the Jews have been living
since the dispersion from Palestine in the first
century.

Dreidel - a top-like dic that is used for a game of
chance among children during Hanukkah.

El Malcy Rahamm - a special prayer at the grave
that 15 recited by the rabbi: means God full of
compazsston.

Exodus - the term used to descrnibe the escape of
the Jews from Egypt around 1300 B.C.

7~ _t-a wrt of dvorce in Judaism that a woman
must obtain trom her husband.

Haggadah - stoncs used to clarify certain points:

- the narrative booklet used during Pesach.
Halachah - the total wntten law (Torah) and oral
law (Talmud) of traditional Judaism.
Hallah - a special Jewish bread that is braided.
Hanukkah - Festival of the Lights, a folk hohday
that marks the victory of Judah the Macca-
bee’s revolt against the Syrians m 165 B.C.
Hasidim - in ancient umes a pious group of
: Jews who opposed the Hellenization of Israel;
today the name given to an orthodox sect
who worship God through the joy of fulfill-
ment of the mitzvot.
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Hazzan - the cantor who chants dunng religious
services.

Huppa -a canopy under which a bride and
groomn stand dunng the marriage ceremony.

Judah - the southern kingdom of Israel, formed
when Solomon’s empire was divided into a
northern and southern kingdom. The north-
ern kingdom called Isracl ceased to exist when
it was defeated by the Assyrians and the his-
tory of the Jewish nation from that time was
traced through Judah.

Kaddish - “May His great name be blessed for
ever and for all time,” the prayer said in
memory of the dead.

Kashrut - the Kosher laws pertaining to diet.

Ketubah - a marriage contract or agreement that
is read during thc wedding ceremony.

Kever Yisrael - a Jewish grave.

Kiddush - a blessing said over the wine tha
precedes a tradittonal meal.

Kittel - a ritual garment worn at Passover and on
the High Holy Days by obscrvant Jews.

Kol Nidre -a chant or prayer sung dunng the
Yom Kippur service which 1s a prayer of par-
don for vows made but not kept during the
year.

Maccabees - leaders of guernlla groups in open
rebellion agamst the Hellenized Syrians wha
ruled Palestine around the first century B.C.
The revolt under the leadership of Judah the
Maccabee was successful and Israel became a
free independent state from 165 to 63 B.C.

Marranos - Jews n Spain during the ume of the
Inquisition who openly converted to Christi-
amty, while continuing to practice Judaism
In pnivate.

Matzah - unleavenced bread caten during Passover
week.

Mecnorah - candlestick.

Mczuzah -a uny parchment scroll containing
Bibhcal passages that 1s rolled and placed
in a small container and attached to a door-
way.

Minyan the necessary quorum of ten adult
males needed in order to conduct a religious
service,




Mohel - the surgeon who circumcises according
to Jewsh tradition.

Pentateuch - the first five books of the Jewish
Bible; the Torah.

Pesach - Passover, a folk holiday celebrating
the release of the Jews from Egyptian slavery
around 1300 B.C.

Pharisees - a religio-political group n Biblical

[~ Palestine who felt that all atfairs of state

should be controlled by the laws of the Torah,
that the God of Isrzel 1s a umversal God. See
also Sadducees.

Ptoiemies - rulers of Egypt and Palestine who 1n-
hented#the southern portion of Alexander’s
empire when it was divided among his four
generals on his death.

Purim -a folk holiday that commemorates the
story of Esther and the deliverance of Persian
Jews from Haman who wished to destroy
them. _

Rosh Chodcsh - a monthly celebration of the
new moon.

Rosh Hashapah - the Jewish New Year. one of
the High Holy Days of Judaism.

Sabbath - the traditional day of rest which
begins with sundown Friday and cnds with
sundown Saturday. The Sabbath is welcomed
by a traditional mcal and the lighting of the
Sabbath candles.

Sadducecs -a polincal party of ancicnt Israel
which  believed that. although the Torah
governed the religlous life of Israel, it could
not be the final word 10 governmental matters
and foreign relattons. They beheved in a
national, rather than a universal God.

Sanhcdrin - the senate of ancient Isracl that pre-
sided over legislative and judiaial matters.

Seder (pl. Sederim) « Passover ncal and service.

Scleuaids  descendants of  Scleucus, one  of
Alexander's generals who ihenited the Synan
section of the empire when Alexander died.

Sephardini fpl. noun) and Scphardic (ady.) -
Jews who settded on the theran penmsula
after the disperston from Palesune,

Scptuagint - the Greeh translavon of the Holy
Scriptures, compl ted m Alesandria, Egypt.
around 130 B €
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Shammas - a helper; the Hanukkah candle used
to hight the other candles on the Hanukkah
menorah.

Shavuot - a folk holiday, also called Pentecost,
that was in ancient times associated with the
harvest.

Shaytl - a wig worn by marned orthodox women.

Sheloshim - a thirty-day period of mourning after

the death of a close rclative.

Shema - the prayer “Hear O Isracl, the Lord our
God, the Lord is Onc.”

Shiva - the seven-day period of intense mourning
following the death of a close relative during
which time observant Jews do not leave the
Louse; referred to as “'sitting Shiva.™

Shofar-a ram's horn blown dunng cerain
services in the synagogue; ongmally uscd
in ancicat Isracl to call the people to battic
or to worship, or to warn them of danger.

Simhat Torah - the last day of Sukkot when the
last passages of the Torah arc read.

Sukkah - a booth constructed for the Sukkot
festival.

Sukkot - a folk holiday associated with a har-
vest celcbration.

Tachrichin -a white linen or cotton shroud n
which a body 1s wrapped for burtal.

Tallit -a prayer shawl worn by orthodox or tradi-
tional Jews while praying.

Talmud - an explanation of the Torah written by
rabbis; madc up of the Mishnah. legal matcnal
that mterprets the law. and the Gemara, a
further commentary or explanation of the
Mishinah  that clanfies 1wy of the laws.

Tefillin - phylacteries: sinall alack boxes con-
zammyg portions of the Toralt, worn on the
forchead and arm while praying.

Torah - refers to the wachings or laws given o
the P ntatcuch, but has comc to mean the
entire Jewtsh way of Ie dictated by the law.

Yahadut - Hebrew  for  Judwsm.  Jewishness,

Jewry

Yarmwlke - the shull cap worn by Orthodoy men
at all umes and Reform jews only m the
Temple,

Yom Kippur - the Day of Atonement. one ot the
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High Holy Days celebrated ten days after Rosh
Hashanah.

Zealots - nationalistswho revolted against Roman
rule 1n the first century. They are remembered
for holding out 1n the fortress of Masada and
finally committing smade when defeat was
inevitable.

Z:onism -a movement for the formation of a
natuonal homcland for the Jews in Palestine
or Israel.

AUDIO VISUAL RESOURCES

The films and filmstrins have been selected on
the basis of technical ment, contentand appropn-
ateness. Unless otherwise noted, all the materials
can be used with non-Jews and inter-denomina-
nonal Jews. For a complete hstung of all Jewish
audio-visuals that are avalable, sce the Jewish
Audio-1 1sual Review, published by the National
Council on Jewssh Audio-Visual Materials of the
American Association for Jewish Education, 114
Fifth Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10011, 1973,
and the A-V Catalog of B'nat B'rith, 315 Lexing-
ton Avenue, New York, N.Y. 10016.

The Bible, Biblical History and Folklore

Films
The Law and the Prophets, Part [, color, 30 min-
utes, 1968, produced by NBC News and dis-
tributed by McGraw Hill Book Co., Text Film
Division, 1221 Avenue of the Americas, New
York. Rental price on request.
A Biblical history of the Jews presented
through the art of Michelangelo, Rem-
brandt. Rubens and others, combined with
music and Scriptural reading . Suitable for
high school srudents. Not recommended for
Orthodox audiences.
The Beok and the Idol, color, 14% mnutes,
1954, produced and dirccted by Samucl Elfert.
Distnbuted by the AntiDefamation League of
B'nar B'nth, 315 Lexington Aver e, New York,
10016. Rental fee $10.
Film traces the conflict between paganism

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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.nd monotheism in carly Jewish history by
means of a display of archeological objects.
It is most suited to an audience with a back-
ground of Jewish history. Suitable for high
school and adult groups.
The Gossamer Thread, color, 20% minutes,
1967, produced by Felix Lazarus. Distributed
by JACDA F:lms Inc., 1411 Crescent Street,
Montreal, 107 (.cbec, Canada. Rental price on
request.
Excellent and mteresting film that reviews
Jewish history and rchgion and traces the
development of the synagogue. Recommended
for all religious groups, high school and adult.
This film won the 1967 Annual Award of the
National Council on Jewish Audio-Visual
Matenals for the best 16mm film on Jewish
affairs released during that year.
Hexckiah's Water Tunnel, color, 28 munutes,
1963, produced and distributed by Rarig Film
Productions, 2100 N. 45th Strect, Seattle, Wash-
ington 98103. Rental price $15.
Educational film of excellent quahity about
the archeological  discovenies  of  King
Hezckiah's tunnel built 1n defense of Jeru-
salem in 701 B.C. Interesting and informative.
Suitable for sccondary students. Not recom-
mended for Orthodox audiences.
Israel, color, 31 mmutes, 1965, produced and
distnbuted by International Film Foundation,
475 Fifth Avenue, New York. Rental price $15.
Beautiful photograpny, artwork and music
make it an cxcellent production. Film in-
cludes a 12-minute animated review of Jewish
history and a panoramic picture of Israel.
Suitable for middle, junior and hgh school
students. Film recewed the 1965 Annual
Award of the Natonal Council on Jewish
Audio-Visual Mater:als for the best Jewish
film of the year.
A Conversation with James Michener, 30 minutes,
1969, produced by the Jewish Theological Semi-
nary of America in cooperation with NBC, dis-
tributed by the National Academy for Adult
Jewish Studics of the Unied Synagogue of
America, 218 E. 70th Strect, New York. Rental
price $10 prepaid plus return postage.
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A kmescope with Edwin Newman interview-
ing James Michener on the 20th anniversary
of the State of [srael. Michener discusses
Judaism and Israel as they relate to his book,
The Source.

David the Shepherd Boy, 21 minutes, 1950, pro-

duced by J. Arthur Rank Organization, distri-

buted by United World Films, Inc. 445 Park

Avenue, New York. Rental price $6.

A good snimated film about King David from
boyhood until the death of Saul. Suitable for
primary and middle school students.

The Moses Story. 28 minutes, 1961, produced

and distributed by the Broadcasting Commission

of the Chicago Board of Rabbis, 72 E. 11th

Street, Chicago. ilhnois. Rental price upon re-

quest.

The story of Moses 1s related by a slave girl in
this commendable kinescope. Use of dancing
and singing 1s very cffective. Suitable for pn-
mary grades.

Shalom of Safed, color, 28 minutes, 1968, pro-

duced under the auspices of the Jewish Theologi-

cal Seminary of America, available through the

Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'nith, 315

Lexington Avciue, New York 10016, Rental

price §15.

Through the artwork of Shalom, a Hasidic
Jew born i isracl, the film conveys the
tradittonal rehigrous beliefs i a contemporary
idiom. Suttable tor high school and adult
groups. May be of parucular mterest to art
students.

(ueen Lsther, 2 parts, 45 minutes, 1947, pro

duced and distnbuted by Cathedral Films. P.O.

Box 1608, 2921 W. Alamcda Strect. Burbank,

CA. Rental fee $17 per day.

Considered an authentic account of the story
of Esther, the bawis of the Feast 7 Punun,
Good for instructive as well as entertatnment
purposes. Suttable for all age groups above
prunary.

Isracl % Story of the Jewnh People, color, 31
minutes. distributed by the Ant-Defamation
League of B'nar B'rith, 315 Lexington Avenue,
New York, 10006 Rental fee $15.

Isracl’s 4000 year istory is traced from Egype,
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through the dispersion and back to the State
of Israel. Suitable for secondary and adult
audiences.

What 1s Judaism, black and white, 30 minutes,

distributed by thc ADL of B'nar B'rith. Rental

price $10.
Rabbi frving Greenberg, Professor of History
at Yeshwa Unwersity traces Judaism from
God’s covenant with Abraham through
modern times. Jewish law 1s briefly explained
in the light of history. Suitable for secondary
and adult groups.

The Life Cycle of the Jew, black and white, 30

minutes. distributed by the ADL of B’nai B'rith.

Rental price $10.
Jewish moral and ethical valucs arc discussed
by Rabbi Jules Harlow who illustrates how
these values are reflected in rituals related to
birth, education, marriage and family, old age
and dcath. Suitable for secondary and adult
groups.

Jews and Thewr Worship, black and winte, 30

minutes, distributed by the ADL of B'nai B'rith.

Rental price $10.
Rabbi Max Routtenberg describes the basic
aspects of Jewish prayer and worship as it has
evolved out of historic and religious experi-
ences. A cantor chants somc passages from
the hturgical service Suitable for secondary
and adult groups.

The Antr-Defamation League of B'ua: Brith
produces and distributes excellent books. pam-
phlcts and audio-visuals on ethme studies and
multi-cultural cducation. The regional office 1in
Connecticut 1s located ar 1184 Chapel Strect,
Suite 3. New Haven. 06511, Most. but not all.
of the films and filmserips listed i this guide are
available through this office. Filns should be re
served at least three weeks prior to date of use
and alternative dates or substitute film titles
should be gven. Discussion guides and flyers
are available for maost films and  Hlmstrps.

Filmstrips
{he Book of Books, color, 35 frames, 1952, pro-
duced and distnbuted by Commnssion on Jewssh
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Educaton, Union of Amenican Hebrew Congre-
gations, 838 Fifth Avenue, New York. Sale
pricc $7.50 includmg two copies of teacucrs’
guide.
Exccllent photography and scnipt make this
filmstip an cffccuve nstructional tool de-
scnbing the influence the Bible has exerted
throughout the world.
Joseph Sold into Slavery, color. 33 frames. 1951,
produced and distributed by Audio-Visual Aids
Service, Concordia Publishing House, 3558 So.
Jefferson Avcnuc, St. Louis, Missoun. Sale
price $5 includmg text.
Hlustrates the life of Toseph in simple language.
Suitable for elementary children.
King Solomon, color, 32 frames, 1953, distrr-
buted by Kol R'ce Associates, 1923 Springficld
Avenue, Maplewood, New Jersey 07040. Sale
price $7.50, including text.
Effecuve filmstnp about the life of King
Solomon as recorded 1n 1 Kings and Chronicles
containing finc photography. Best suited for
classroom us¢ 1n conncction with Bible and
Jewssh history studies. Suitable for primary
through high school students.
Life of Joseph in five parts, color, 25 to 31
frames each, distributed by Cathedral Films,
2921 W. Alameda Street, Burbank, CA. Sale
price $5 cach, complete sct $22.50, with text.
An cxcellent Bible filmstrip depicting the hfe
of Joseph using simple language that makes it
useful for children up through intermediate

grades.
Joseph Sold nto Egypt

1.

2. From Palacc to Prison

3. Joseph’s Dreams Come True
4. Joseph Makes Himself Known
5. The Fanuly Reunited

(ueen Lsther, based on the film “Quceen Esther,”
42 frames, distributed by Cathedrar Films, 2921
W. Alameda Strect, Burbank, CA. Sale pricc
$2.50, with text.
Effective and entertaining presentation of the
story of Esther and Purim. Language is simple
and direct and portrayal 15 accurate. Suitable
for all age groups.
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The Story of Ruth. color 34 frames, 1955, dis-
tributed by Kol R'ec Associates, 1923 Springfield
Avenie, Maplewood, New Jersey, 07040. Sale
pricc $7.50, including narrator’s scrpt.
Well done, accurate visual aid depicting cus-
toms 10 ancient Israel. Suitable for inter-
mediate and jumor high school grades.
‘The ‘Tabernacle as Described in the Bible, color,
37 frames. 1960, distributed by Commission on
Jewish Education, Union of American Hebrew
Congregations, 838 Fifth Avenue, New York.
Salc pricc $7.50, including two copies of
teachers’ guide.
Viv:dly dllustrated, the filmstrip describes the
structure and contents of the Tabernacle and
how it cvolved into the synagogue today.
Surtablc for jumor high and high school stu-
dents.
Thus Saith The Lord, color, 35 frames, 1958,
distributcd by the United Synagogue Commus-
sion on Jewish Education, 218 E. 70th Street,
New York. Sale rrice of filmstrip $8.50, includ-
ing a tcacher’s gmde and two copies of script.
A 33-1/3 recorded narration also available for
$1.50.
Superior quahty filmstrip that reviews the
lives of the Prophets Eljali, Amos, Ismah and
Jercrmah. Swuitable for advanced elementary,
intermediate through adult groups.
Judah the Prince: Teacher of Law, color, 37
frames, 1960, distnbuted by Comimission on
Jewish Education, Union of Amencan Hebrew
Congregations, 838 Fifth Avenuc, New York.
Sale pricc $7.50 including two copics of
teachers’ guide.
Well-executed filmstrip on the hife of Judah,
the Prnce who was editor of the Mishnah.
Suitable for junior high through adule groups.
Masada, Mountain of Memory, color, 54 frames,
1968, distributed by Commussion on Jewish
Education, UAHC, 838 Fifth Avenuc, New York.
Salc pricc $9.50, including teachers’ guide.
The filmstrip is based on slides, taken by
Professor Yadin, of Masada. where Herod
built his palacc. Archeological treasures are
used to describe the history of the Zealots’
heroic stand agamst Roman solders in the first

32




ceatury. Filmseip won the 1968 Annual
Award of the National Council on Jewish
Audio-Visual Materals for che best filinstrip
of Jewish interest released that ycar. Suitable
for high school and adult groups.
The Past Comes to Life, color and black and
white, 58 frames, 1965, distributed by Publica-
_ tions Department Jewish Agency, 515 Park
Avenue, New York. Sale price $7.50 including
two copies of narration.
An informative filmstrip that explores Biblical
history through recent archeological finds.
Suitable for junior high and high school and
adult audiences.
People of the Book, color, 85 frames, 1966, pro-
duced and distributed by United Church Press,
Boston, Mass. Sale price of $12.50 includes
33 1/3 record of the script. Leader’s gutde 15 also
included.
Objective presentation of Jewish history from
the ume of the nvasion of Nebuchadnezzar
the Babylonian to the recurn of Ezra to Jeru-
salem. Suitable for those interested m Bible
history, high school and adule.
Torah i Jewish Life, color. 49 frames. 1953,
produced and distributed by the Jewish Educa-
tion Committee of New York. 426 W. 58th
Strect, New York. Sale price $7.50 including
two copics of teachers’ guide.
Excellent artwork and script portraying che
values and social dcals found m the Torah
and how these tdeals affected Jewish life n
history  Suitable for intermediate, secondary
and adule groups.
This 1s Judasm. color. 45 frames, 1969, pro-
duced and distnibuted by Unton of Amicnican
Hebrew Congregations, 838 Fifeh Avenue. New
York. Sale price of $12 mdludes a 33 1/3 record
of the serpe.
Presents Iaghhighes of Judasm. history . hasic
beliefs, and cthics from a Reforin perspective.
Suttable for high school and adult groups.

Rituals and Holidays

Films
1t Was Custont, 16 minutes, 1969, distributed by

Mirimar Film Library, 19 Cornell Strect, New-
town Lower Falls, Mass. Rental price $10.
Informative and interesting film depicting
family and communal customs formerly ob-
served by Jews n Diaspora. Rituals connected
with birth, marriage and worship arc shown.
Its purpose 1s to mtroduce the viewer to
unfamihar folklore. Suitable for students -
terested in Jewish folklore, high school and
adule groups.
Museum Means People, 30 minutes. 1964, distri-
buted by the National Academy for Adule Jew-
ish Education of the United Synagogue of
America, 218 E. 70th Street, New York. Rental
price $8.50 prepaid.
Kincscope presenting some ovutstanding Jew-
ish ceremonial objects from the Jewish
Museum 1n New York, such as a mezuzah,
Torah curtain, tefillin case, haggadah, ctrog
box. The film 1s unorgamzed but 1s useful for
describing ritual objects and customs. Surtabie
for sccond'ary and adule groups.
The Brokd:: sabbath of Rabbi Asher, 30 imnutes,
1958, distributed by the National Acadamy for
Adult Jewish Studies of the United Synagogue
of Amenica, 218 E. 70th Street. New Yorlk.
Rental price $8. 50 prepaid.
Kmescope that beauufully tells the moving
story of a rabbi who accidentally lose a Sab-
bath day, but m the process taught his com-
munity a valuable lesson. Sueable for second-
aty and adult groups
Holidays in Israel Senies. color, 14 minutes cach,
available from Alden Filins, 5113 Fifth Avenue,
Brooklyn. N.Y. Rental price $2.50 ~ach. The
filins on Hanukkah. Succoth, and T Bishevae
are also avalable from Umted Isracl Appeal,
515 Park Avenue. New  York, at a free rental.
Suitable for all ages.
Films review the historical bachground of the
holidavs and show how thev are observed n
Isracl today. Photography s excellent and
quality of the films 15 good. However, the
teacher should be careful to pome out that

the films pertamn only to fsrael’s manner of

celebration.

Hanuhkah
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Passover
Purim
Shavuoth
Succoth
Tu Bishvat
In The Beginnmg, 30 minutes, 1956, distributed
by the National Academy for Adult Jewish
Studics of the Umted Synagogue of America.
218 E. 70th Street, New York. Rental price
$8.50 prepard.
Well-acted and well-wntten film about Jews in
the Warsaw ghetto who celebrate the festival
of Simhat Torah. A teachers' guide with back-
ground materials available. Suitable for junior
high. high school and adult groups.
‘The Omer Festival. color, 10 minutes, distri-
buted by the Jewish National Fund. 42 E. 69th
Street, New York. Rental free.
Beautiful music, color and dancing are used
to effectively present the festival of Omer as
it 15 celebrated in Isracl, Again the teacher
should stress the Israeh aspect of the film.
Suitable for all age groups above primary.
Shabbat Sh lom Umevorach, 3 minutes. 1953,
distributed by the Center for Mass Communica-
tion. 562 W. 113th Street, New York. Sale price
$13.50.
Beautiful visuahzation of the Sabbath. a song
film showmg the ntuals of the Sabbath ccle-
bration. Artisic and well done. Suitable for
all age groups above primary.
Jewssh Dictary Law. 7 mnutes, color. distri-
buted by the Syracuse Film Rental Center.
1455 E. Calvin Strect. Syracuse, N.Y. 13210.
Rental price on request.
Gives cxamples of dictary law in daly prac-
tices and traces origins to rabbinical interpre-
tations of Old Testament. Suitable for junior
high, senior high and adult audiences.
Your Newhbor Celebrates, color, and black and
white, 27 minutes. 1949, distributed by the Ant-
Defamauc . League of B'nai B'rith, 315 Lexng-
ton Avenue. New York 10016. Rental price $15.
A rabbi speaks to a high school group and ex-
plains the holidays—Rosh Hashanah, Yom
Kippur, Succoth, Passover, and Shavuot. The
filin shows ceremonies associated with these

holidays. Most of the film was photographed
in a Conservative synagogue, but one scene.a
confirmation scene, takes place in a Reform
synagogue. Suitable for all age levels.

Filmstrips
Chanukah: Festival of Lights, color. 41 frames,
1957, distributed by Union of Amencan Hebrew
Congregations, 838 Fifth Avenue. New York.
Sale price $7.50 including two copies of teachers’
guide.
Filmstrip shows children cngaged in prepara-
tions for Chanukah. Intended as a child par-
ticipation filmstrip and can be used as an cf-
fective teaching aid. Sustable for children in
lower primary grades.
Our Festival of Passover. color. 40 frames, 1951,
distnbuted by Kol R'ee Associates, 1923 Spring-
field Avenue. Maplewood, New Jersey 07040.
Sale price $7.50 plus mailing costs, including
gurde.
The emphasis 1s on the historical background
of the holiday . Suitable for primary and inter-
mediate age groups.
The Story of Hanukkal. 30 frames, distnbuted
by the Jewish Education Commuttee of New
York. 426 W. 58th Strect. New York. Sale pnce
$3.50, ncludiag two copies of script.
Very good filmstrip with informatwe nar-
ration. The hstoncal background of the
festival, its customs and observances are
presented. Sutable for children’s groups and
Junior high and high school groups.
The Story of Passover. 52 frames. distributed by
the Jewish Education Commuteee of New York.
426 W. 58th Strect. New Yoprk. Sale price $3.50.
including two eopies of senpt.
Passover celebration 1s shown using live photo-
graphs of seder m a home and illustrations of
historical background of feast.
The Story of Purim, 49 frames. distributed by
the Jewssh Education Committee of New York.
426 W. 58th Street. New York. Sale price $3.50,
including two copies of script.
Filmstnp conveys gaicty of the holiday
through scenes in the home and n the syna-
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gogue. The presentation is effective and enter-
taining. Suitable for all ages and particularly
for children 6-13.
The Story of the Sabbath. 59 frames, distributed
by the Jewish Education Committee of New
York, 426 W. 58th Strect. New York. Sale price
$3.50, including two copies of scnpt.
Very good filmstnp portraying the spint of
"~ the Sabbath as a day of rest. Sabbath songs
are included. From a Conscrvative or Orthodox
point of view. Suitable for all age groups.
The Srory of Shavuot. 59 frames, distuibuted by
i the Jewish Education Committee of New York,
426 W. 58th Street. New York. Salc price $3.50,
including two copies of script.
Filmstrip covers Shavuot festvitics in modern
and ancient Israel. presents Bibhcal back-
ground for the present-day celebration and
shows observance of the hohday m a modern
Amencan home and in the synagoguc. Rather
ambitious 1n scope and somewhat lengthy.
Surtable for all age groups.
The Story of Succot und Sunhat Tordh, 60
frames. 1951. distributed by Jewish Educanon
Comnntice of New York. 426 W. 58th Streer,
New York. Sale price $3.50, including two
copies of script.
Portrays a family ccelebration of the two festi-
vals at home and in the synagogue. Enter-
taining and cffecuve.  Surtable for all ages
above kindergarten.
the Story of Yom Kippur, 45 fraines, 1952,
distributed by the Jewish Education Ccmmitice
of New York, 426 W. 58th Strect, New York.
Sale price $3.50, including two copies of script.
A moving filmetnp descnbmg the Yom Kippur
observance m the hone and synagogue. Art-
work and script arc outstanding. Suieable for

all age groups above pre-school.
ceremomal Objects of Judwsm, color, 42 frames,
1953, distributed by  Alcvander  Arkatov,
Alevark and Norsnn. Inc., through Kol Reec
Assoctates. 1923 Spnngfield  Avenue. Maple-
wood. New Jersey 07040, Sale price $7.50 plus
mailing costs, ncluding senpt.

An informative and interesung filmstrip cearly

presenting ceremomial objects assoviated with
Q
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Judiasm 1n the home and Judaism in the syna-
gogue. Suntable for all age groups above pri-
mary grades,
Kashruth:The Jewish Inetary Laws. color, 37
frames, 1968, distributed by Kol R'ec Associates,
1923 Springficld Avenuc, Maplewood, New fer-
sey, 07040. Salc pricc $7.50.
Excellent filmstrip that uses cartoon-like
drawings to charmingly describe the origin,
observance and rationale of the dictary laws.
Captions are too small and the text is some-
times tedious, but the filmstrip is uscful in
explaining the Kashruth laws.

Additional Instructional Aids

A Kit of Ceremonial Objects—Includes praycr
shawl and skull cap. mezuzah, miniature Torah
scroll, prayerbook, Hanukkah menorah and
candles, dreidel, Sabbath spicebox and havdalah
candle, Passover matzos and Haggadah and three
pamphlets: Your Neighbor Celebrates, Your
Neighbor Worships. and The Sabbath. Instruc-
vion guide meluded. Available from Anti-Defama-
tion League of B'nai B'nth, 315 Lexington
Avenue, New York, 10016, for $10.

The Jews of Connecticut Resource Kit—Devel-
oped as part of the Ethme Henitage Studies Pro-
ject. “The Peoples of Connecacut.” available on
loan from the Learning Resources Arca, U-32,
School of Education. University of Connecticut,
Storrs. 06268. The kit contans ceremontal and
ritual objects, buoks. shdes, records. a tape, cata-
logs and other wams pertaimng to the curriculum,

Recordings

The Call of the Shofar and Scriptural Cantilla-
tions. Folkways FR8922, 12 ., 33 1/3 rpm.
Recorded by David Hausdroff.

Pavsorer Seder Festival - Colurnbia ML 5736,
12 in., 33 1/3 epm. S. Secunda. composer
and conductor. sung by R. Tucker, narrated
by B. Irving.

Shabbat 1t Home. Natonal Women's League of
the Umted Synagogue of America. 3080
Broadway. New Yorh, 10027, Depicts i song
and story the traditional Sabbath m a Jewish
home. A guide book 1s included.

135




BIBLIOGRAPHY
Part |

Adler, Rabbi Morns. Jewish Herntage Readcr.
New York: Taplinger Publishing Co . 1965,
A rather detailed book on the history and
pracuce of Judatsm.

Borowitz. et al. Image of the Jews, a Teachers
Guwde to Jews and their Religion. New York.
Ant-Defamation League of B'na B'rith, 1970.
Excellent lecture sernies on Judaism with a
corresponding teachers’ guide by Ruth Seldin.
Presents rehgion, valuesand ethics of Judarism.

Dashefsky, Arnold and Howard M. Shapiro.
Ethnic Identification Among American Jews.
Lexington. MA. Lexington Books, 1974,
A book about Amncrican Jews from a sociolo-
gist's point of view, very clearly written and
well organized.

Dumont, Max . Jews, God and History. New

York. Simon and Schuster, 1962,
A wvery readable history of the Jews that will
provide a good general background. Also con-
tams a chapter on Amencan Jewish history.
Available in paperback from Signet Books.
New York.

Epstein, ladore. Judaism  Baltimore: Penguin
Books. 1959. A comprehensive sccount of the
Jews’ 4000 year history by a noted rubbi and
scholar.

Fruchtenbaum. Arnold G. Hebrew Chnistianity.
Washington, D.C.: Canon Press. 1974,
Intcresting opintons of the Jews for Jesus
movement regarding Jewishoess and Jesus.

Gilbert. Rabbi Arthur and Oscar Tarcov. Your
Newlibor Celebrates. New Yorks ADL of
B'nai B'nith. 1972,

A dear and coneise explanation of the major
holidays giving histoncal origins and obser
vance today. with 42 photographs.

Greenstone, Julus H. Jewish Feasts and Tasts
New York Block Publishing Co.. 1946.
Detaled descriptions of the Jewish holidays
and how they are celebrated, however tends
to be outdated and 15 of hmited value.
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The Bnar B'nith publishes reasonably priced
pamphlets that deal with holidays. religion and
Jewssh customs, They are available from the
B'nar B'nith office. 315 Lexmgton Avenuc, New
York, and are recommended for secondary stu-
dents.

“Your Neighbor Celebrates.” a 39-page version



of the book with the same utle by Rabbi
Arthur Gilbert and O. Tarcov.

“The Sabbath” by David Greenberg. 15 pages
discussing the meaning of the Sabbath.

“The Living Heritage of Passover.”” by Solo-
mon $. Bernards, ed., 40-page anthology of
selections which explain the Passover.

“The Living Heritage of Hanukkah,” by David
Greenberg and Soloemon S. Bernards. anllus-
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ography.
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1 Jewnsh View of God by Roland B. Gittel-
sohn.

Isracl, Ztomism and the Amencan Jew by Jack
Cohen.

Bothwell. Jean. flame i the Sky New York:

Vanguard, 1954,
A story of the davs of Elah. Young Jonathan
1s sent to hve i the palace of King Ahab whose
queen. Jozebel, worships Baal. a foregn god.
Jonathan must choose between the kg and
the God of Liracl. Grades 6-10.

Gamoran, Mamic G. Hie New Jewish Hhstory
New York The Umon of Amnerican Hebrew
Congregations. 1963,

An clementary textbook, i three volumes. on
§hc history of the Jews from origms to the
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discovery of Amenca. Contamns suggested
readings and acuvities for students. Good for
grades 6-8.

Kane, Michael P. Minontics 1n Textbooks. 4
Study of Their Treatment in Social Studies
Texts. Chicago: Quadrangle. 1970.

A study showing the neglect and distortion 1n
minority history m  Amencan textbooks.
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Suttable for teachers and sccondary students.
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Good rcadmg for secondary students.

Michener, James. The Sonrce. New York: Ran.
dom House, 1965.

An epie novel based on the distory of Iseacl.
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Singer. Isaac Bashewis, flijalt the Slare New
York. Farrar, Straus. and Giroux, 1970
The story of the legend of Ehpah, the mes-
senger of God who s sent to help Tobras. a
poor but farthful scrbe. Grades from Kinder-
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Zehgs, Dorothy. | Chidds Hictory of Jewish
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APPENDIX

Interesting Jewrsh Communities in Other
Areas of the World

Falashas of Ethiopia or Abyssinia

The ongin of the Black Jews of Ethiopia 1s
clouded in legend. Both Jewish and Christian
Abyssiman tradition trace the Falashes to 2
liaison berween the black Queen of Sheba and
King Solomon of isracl. A son named Menilck
was mstructed in the ways of Judaisin and was
crowned King of Abyssmia by Solomon in Jeru-
salem. He returned to Abyssinia with an entour-
age of Israchtes and, according to onc legend,
the Ark of the Covenant from Jerusalem. There
are other theortes that the Falashas (the word
means “exle™ in the Ethiopan language) are
descended from the ten teibes of Israel that were
expelled trom Palestine 10 721 when the Assyr
1ans conquered the northern kimgdom of isracl.
Others believe that they are descendants of
eniles after the first destrucnion of the Temple i
586 B.C.. or even after the Romans destroyed
the sccond Temple m 70 A.D. They are very
strict 1 morals and observance of the Torah
laws, but know nothing of the Talmud or the
Hebrew language. They worship in sy nagogucs
but practice certam rituals that are completely
alien to Jews clsewhere and they hold curious
beliefs 1 evil shadows, soothsayers, raisers of
the dead and ramn doctors, For more mformation
refer to ).). Wilhams' Hebrewisms of West
\friea (Biblo and Tannen, New York. 1967).

indian Jews of Cochin and Bombay

The Jewish community on the Malabar coast
of South India was cstablished m 1523 by
Sephardic Jews who immgrated there. The
“White” Jews of Cochm, descended from Syrian
and Turkish immigrants, were the chite of the
community. A strict caste system devcloped
after the process of symbiosis with the Hindus,
and their skin colors ranged from hght brown to
almost black. The Cochin Jews used a Sephardic
liturgy and mamtaincd Kosher practices. Most
of them have immigrated to Isracl, lcaving only

about 200 in Cochin. The men wear yarmulkes,
have earlocks and wear a loincloth.

There is alarger Jewish community in Bombay
called the Beni-Israel, a brown-skinned group
who arc believed to have settled in India in the
second century B.C. They have followed the tra-
ditional Jewish calendar, adding to it various
Hindu customs. While the Britsh ruled India.
the Beni-Isracl took advantage of the increased
educational opportunities offered to them and
many became professional people. There are also
artisans, farmers and common laborers among
the Beni-Israel.

Jews of the Maghreb

The indigenous Berbers of North Africa are
believed to have been descendants of Palestinian
tribes. When the first Jews migrated to North
Africa, perhaps as carly as 586 B.C., they found
the inhabtants to have a similar Sennte culture
and language. The Punic language of the North
Africans was casily understood by the Hebrew-
speaking Jews. Many of the Berber tribes
accepted  Judasin and  the  religion spread
throughout North Africa. After the fall of the
Temple in Jerusalem in 70 A.D., muny Israchites
scttled 0 the North African arcas and the Jewish
communitics began to flourish, When Christian-
ity became the officul rehgion of the Empire.
the Jews were forbidden to proselytize or accept
converts and were generally excluded from civie
rights. This was the begmning of a slump m their
history that continued through Vandal, Byzan-
tme, and Muslim domination until the French
occupied North Africain the mncteenth century.
Most of the Berber tribes converted to Islam.
The Jews who remamed futhful o Judaism
were persecuted. By the middle of the wwelfth
centary, most of the Christians had disappeared
from North Africa and the Jews remained the
only distinct mumority group. They were con-
fined to ghettos, had to wear distinctive clothing
and were nocpermitted to own or work the land.
They remamed solated in squalor and miscry.
The Jewish North African communitics received
somewhat of an mtellectual and cultural revival
when Spain’s Sephardim seuded in Moroceo.
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Tunisia, Algena and Libva after the expusions in
1492 and 1498 but conditions never amehorated
to any great extent. Only a few areas, particular-
ly the island of Dierba and arcas bordermg the
Sahara m southern Tunista. remamed nmnflu-
enced by the Sephardim. Here the Jews retamed
thair own unique brand of oriental Judasm
which included 4 long hst of Jewish samts,

————superstitton and-unwsual codes of dress.

When the French established cherr dominance
over Algeria, Tunisia and Morocco, the Jews of
North Africa were emancipated from their alimost
two-thousand-year history of isolation and dev-
astating discrinunanion. Again the Jewish com-
munitics began to grow and prosper. In the
1940°s two happenmgs occurred that caused
over 75 percent of all North African Jews to emi-
grate, most of them fleemny to Isracl. The first
was the rismg ade of nanondlism and obvious
end of French control, The second was the estab-
hshment of a Jewish national homeland in Isracl.
Since 1950 almose all of the North African Jews
have disappeared from what remamed of therr
communities when the French left. See Andre
Chouraqui’s Between Fast and West, a History
of the Jews of Nortlt Afnca (Jewish Publication
Society of America, 1968 for more mformation

Chinese Jews of K'ai-féng

The western world was unaware of the e
tence of the Chinese Jews unul 1605 when one
of therr commumey visited a Jesuiz monastery m
Pekmg, He had heard that the Jesuits worship-
ped one God and that they were not Mushims, so
he assumed that they muse be of the same reh-
azon, that s, Jewssh, Jesut scholars further in-
vestigated the Koy féng communty and repore
ed thar findimgs o Rome. The Chimese Jews
were desenibed as bemg physically ke Jews else-
where m the world, and at that tme they prac-
ticed all of the rehgious tradinons of Judaism,
They had a beautttul svnagogue. seemed to be
prosporous and wore rather substanual in number,

There are several theories and legends regard-

myg the histonical roots of the K'a féng  Jews
Scholars beheve that they may have seetded n
China durmg Roman omes when o sith trade

route between the Roman Empire and Ching
was estabhshed. Local Koai-féng legend dates
the 1o chin Cliao (heerally the sect which
plucks out the smew, rcfcrnng to Kosher slaugh-
tening ritual) around 800 A.D. when the Moors,
Chnstians and jews all immigrated to China,
Other Tegends dam chat Jews were present m
Ching, centuries before Loman tines.

Sometime between the 1600%s and 1850,
when  two misstonartes  visteed
Karféng, the Jewish communiey had disinee-

Frotestant

grated, Th. synagogue lay in ruins, there were
none left who understood Hebrew. all rehigious
observance had ceased and the mssionaries re-
ported that the only difference between the
Chmese Jews and other Clinese was chat they
did not cat pork or worship idols, implying that
the Chinese Jews now physically resembled
other Chmese. In 1900 4 Society for the Rescue
of Chinese Jews was formed m an effort to re-
vitalize Judaism in K ar-féng by teaching the rels-
gron and Hebrew and reburlding the sy nagogue.
Unfortunately, the remnane of the community
had by then lost all meerest m their Jewish
heritage and Judaism has totally disappeared in
K'ar-féng. Interest m Chmese Jews has been
stmulated m 1ecent years mosthy through the
work of such scholars us R. Lowenthal  and
W.C. White, but more rescarch needs to be done
before a complete and aceurate history of the
K'ar-féng Jews can be compiled. More mforma
ton may be found in W, White's Chimese Jeiws
{Umiversity of Toronto Press, 1966).

“Pearl Buck wrote a hctionalized version of
how the Chinese Jews asstmilated. entitled Pe-

ony (John Day, NY, 1948)
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Part 11

AMERICAN JUDAISM

1ims and Objectives for
Part il

" 1.To cxamine the historicat beginmings of the

American Jewish community i order to en-
able students to understand the diversity
among American Jews.

2.To point out differences as well as similar-
ities in the major denominations of Judaism.

3. To present contributio s that Jews have made
i American history so that students will
realize the wmpact of these contributions on
the development of our country.

4. To cxplorc the development of the Reform
and Conservative movements in the United
States and other philosophies that emerged
from these movements.

5.To learn about the synagogue and its his-
torical development, the function of the
rabbi, and the worship service, so that stu-
dents can relate this information to their
own religious affihations.

6. To examinc the attitudes of American Jews
towards [sracl: to trace the history of that
country, and discuss current conflicts be-
tween Arabs and Jews.

7.To become fammhar with Yiddish, the lan-
guage of the castern Europeans, n order to
understand th. development of the vast array
of Jewish American hiterature.

8. To learn about Jewish ethics and values that
play such a wital role in American Jewish
attitudes towards cducation, social justice
and chanty.

IR R SRR LA

“Begin a lesson with o humorous dlustration™
From the Talmud
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American Judaism from an
Historical Perspective

IMMIGRATION AND ASSIMILATION

The Jews as a cultural, religious and ethnic
community trace their origins to the land of
Palestine or Israel, as it is called today. Tra-
ditionally, their first ties developed when

Abraham settled in that land —four -thousand ——

years ago. The Jews maintained a sovereign
nation until 586 B.C., when the Babylonians
destroyed their kingdom and took them to
Babylonia as slaves. The Babylonian captivity
ended, but from that time on the Jews remained
subservient to a successton of foreign rulers,
first to the Persians and Alexander the Great,
and then, after a brief peniod of independence
under the leadership of the Maccabees, to the
Romans.

The revolt of the Jews against Roman rule in
70 A.D. and in 132 to 135, resulted in the world-
wide dispersion of the bulk of the Jewish nation
and the destruction of their homeland. It wasn't
until 1948 that this homeland was restored.
Throughout the centuries the Promised Land
continued to dominate the thoughts and prayers
of the Jews in the diaspora. It 1s said that in
every Jew's heart 1s a longing for Isracl. The link
between the Amencan Jews and Isracl will be
discussed later.

Generally speaking, the Jews of the diaspora
arc divided into two groups: the Sephardim,
onginally of the Iberian peninsula, and the Ash-
kenazim, originally from central and castern
Europe. The Sephardim are considered the first
identifiable Jews in North America, however, re-
cent archeological discoveries have produced a
theory that Hebrews may have come to America
three thousand ycars ago. Stone nscriptions that
have been uncarthed m Georgla and Tennessee
have been cited as evidence that they may have
travelled here from Palestine as carly as 1000 B.C.
Specialists i American Indian history say that
the Yuehi tribe of Georgia had customs, language
and appearance that would imply a Hebrew
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hentage.! All of this 1s still -aly speculaton
and has not been vahidated.

The Sephardim

The name Sephardim 1s derived from Seph-
arad where the Jews arc believed o have settled
after the Babylonians captured Jerusalem in
586 B.C. The exact location of this arca 15 un-
known but over the years the name became as-
sociated with the lberan peninsula. Sepharad
1s tie Hebrew word for Spain. There is evidence
that Jews were present in Iberia since pre-Chns-
tian times. The Iberian Jews were assimilated
into Spanish society to the fullest degree. They
were deeply attached to their country and lived
there happily. participating in every phasc of life
until the nme of the Inquisition.

Prior to the arrival of the Moors at the begin-
ning of the eighth century, Spain was governed
hv a number of kings, cach having his own tiny
kingdom, vying for power againsi the Church.
During this penod. the Jews experienced some
discrimnation in the form of taxes, but it was
token taxation and was nothing like the severe
taxation and persecution faced by Jews else-
where in Europe. Instcad of ghettos or pogroms
that existed in central and eastern Europe, the
Sephardim often occupted the best quarters of
Spanish cities. They were. however, restricted to
certain occupations such as moneylending and
tax collecting.

In 711 the Moors onquered the peninsula,

1. Gwynne, Peter, “Hi Columbus! Like the
Trp*” Newsueek, May 26, 1975
This theory was advanced as early as 1585 by
Father Dwan 1n his history of New Spain,
based on a resemblance of rehigious rites of
Jews and Amencan Indians. Several years
later Rev  Thomas Thorowgood wrote Jews [n
Amervan, Qr Probabilities that The Americans
Are of That Raie An Amsterdam rabbs
named Menasseh ben Israel published a pam-
phlet in Latin, “The Hope of Israel,” n
which he declared the American Indians are
descended from the ten lost tribes of Israel.

bringing . . them their great Islamic culture,
love of learning and scientific achievements.
Indoor plumbing systems, previously unknown
in Spawr, were introduced. The Arab rule
brought about a *golden age” for the Spanish
Jews. Brought together by their mutual love of
learning and their shared backgrounds of 2 Semi-
uc past, the Jews and the Moors developed a
long and meaningful relanonship. Under Moor-
ish rule the Jews were no longer restricted pro-
fessionally and they soon became able physi-
cians, financiers and philosophers. Jews werc en-
couraged to become artisans, judges. inventors,
soldiers and scientists, anheard of in other parts
of the diaspora. The great philosopher Moses
Maimomdes was one product of this happy
period in Jewish history. Maimonides was born
i Spain 1n 1135 and moved to Cairo where he
wrote his Guude for the Perplexed and thirteen
articles of faith that he considered essential to
Judaism,

Unfortunatcly, the Moorish influence began
to wane and, as the Chnstian Church took aver
control of more and more territory, this golden
age began to diminish. Isolated outbreaks of ant-
Semitism occurred. Many Jewish families left
Spamn and settled in North Af-ica. A few of the
Christian kings were deard. o-Jewish, how-
ever, having observed the «icat Jewssh contribu-
tons to cavilization under Moornish rule. Ferd:-
nand 11l and his successor orotected the rights
of the Jews.

The udc started to cha e drasucally around
1300 when Pope Innocent (11 mitiated the " Jew-
1sh vellow badge™ that every Jew was ardered to
wear i order to distinguish Jews from Chnstians.
False rumors of blood sacnfice in the synagogues
were spread b +hose who were jealous of Jew-
1sh success and wealth. Jews were blamed for
being the cause of the Black Plaguc. Because of
their strice Kosher dictary laws and rules of
cle . mess, very few Jews fell vicum to the
plague, so they were blamed for being the cause.
Anti-Seinitism flourished. Many Jews and the re-
maining Moors conve ted to Christianity out of
fear. In 1391 mobs invaded Jewssh communities
and homes, offening the jews a choice between
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death or baptism Four thousand were massa-
cted. Many were baprized  These new Chns-
tians were called Contersos, There were many
who converted outwardly but sull practiced Ju-
daism 1n private. These Jews were called Mar-
ranwy. meaning pigs To combar this secret
Judassm, the Spanish Inquisttion was estab-
lished 1n 1178, Jews were forbidden to carry
arms and Marranos were turned n to the In-
quisttors who tortured them to extrace confes-
sions Those who confessed were then labelled
heretics and were burned publicly. Thousands
of Jews perished in this way. In 1492 the King
and Queen of Spain, Ferdinand and lIsabetla, 1s-
sued an edict ordering the Jews to leave the
country within four months  All of their wealth
and property was confiscated by the crown
Many fled to Portugal only to find the same
condittons there  Some went to Turkey and
Palestine where they were welcomed by the Ot-
toman Sultan QOthers went to North Africa or
Europe Holland became a haven for all the re-
ligiously oppressed Some went to the West In-
dies. Mexico, Central and South America. By
1500 the largest and most prosperous Jewish
commumty 0 Europe was extinct and there
were no professing Jews left in Spain or Portu-

gal

It was during this period of expulsion from
Iberia that Columbus was opening up the way
to the New World which oftered freedom and
hope to the Jews. On August 3, 1492, the day
atrer all Jews had to be out of Spain, Columbus
set sail tor the east From the very first, Jews
have played an important role n the settleinent
of the New World A Jew had prepared Co-
lumbus’ navigational charts and Jewssh bankers
had helped to finance the trip when lsabella’s
coffers were empty of funds. There 1s also a the-
ory that Columbus limself was a Marrano.
Many believe that Columbus® parents escaped
from a pogrom in Spain and settled 10 lealy.
The signature on his letters reads Cristébal Co-
Ién, a name that was later to become Cohn or
Cohen when the Colons mugrated to Germany
after the expulsion 1in 1492

The first known European settler i1 the New
World was Luis de Torres, a Marrano, who was
the official interpretee on Columbus™ ship. Be-
cause of de Torres” knowledge of Hebrew, Ara-
maic and Arabic, he was expected to be able to
communicate witn the Astans, tor Columbus
was trymng to find 4 new route to the east.

Some of the Spanish Jews mugrated to Portu-
guese Braal, trying o escape the horrors of the
Inquistion, only to find that the Inquesition
had followed them there In 1624, when the
Dutch conquered Brazil and ottered protection
and religious freedom to all who supported
them, the Marranos openly returned w. Juda-
ism A synagogue was estabhished 1n Reate,
the capital, whose population by that time was
thirty percent Jewish

In 1654 the Portuguese reconquered Brazd
and again the Jews were forced to erther leave
or be baptized They chose exile. Sixeeen ships
carried Recifc's Jews from Brazil, bound for the
Netherlands One of the ships was blown off
course and was set upon by Spanish pirates.
The passengers were taken prisoner and the
cargo was confiscated. A while later another
ship on 1ts way to New Amsterdam, captatned
by a Frenchman named Jacques de la Maeehe,
arrived on the scene He defeated the pirases

New Amterdam i ot lowked when the frrst Jews arrmed w1654 and rescued the prisoners However, Captain de
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la Marcthe demanded payment from these now
penniless refugees When they arrived 1n New
Amsterdam. de la Matthe refused to release any
of their remaining goods unul every cent of the
passage money was paid. The case was taken to
court and finally the money was raised by auc-
tioning off the retugees’ property and de la
Motthe was sausfied.?

The governor of Dutch New Amsterdam,
Peter Stuyvesant, wanted to expel the Jews. The
colomsts of New Amsterdam were extremely in-
tolerant of anyone of any faith other than the
Dutch Reformed Church. There was a ban on
public religious gatherings and Stuyvesant re-
quested permission from the Dutch West India
Company n Amsterdam to cxpel the Jews. But
the colony had been founded as a profit-making
venture of the Dutch Wese India Company and
Stuyvesant aas ordered to tolerate them. This
he did. but only after imposing many restric-
tions. Jews were denied the right to busld a syna-
goguc. own property or serve 1n the mmlitary. In-
stead. they had to pay a tax. The Jewsh scttlers
formed Congregation Sheanth Isracl n 1655,
but 1t wasn't unul 1730 that the congregation
was permitted to build a synagogue.

fn 1664 when the Bntish took over the rule
of New Amsterdam, renaming it New  York,
many of Stuyvesant’s restrictions were relaved.
Certam emil nghts were granted. such as vwning
property and domg busness. The Sephardic
Jews of New York were on thie road to pros-
penity . The names Levy. de Lucena. Gomer,
de Leon. Nuncs and Hendricks became synony-
mous with wealth and prommence. The Seph-
ardim abo scrtled o other states that offered
rehigious hberty such as Rhode land, Pennsyl-
vama. Georga, South Carohna and Lowsiana.

The sceond largest Jewnh comnunnty during
this carlv peniod was Newport, Rhode Island, It
i buhievad that there wore Sephardim i Now
port as carly as 1658 They may have come from
New York. South Amenca or Holland. In 1677
a Jewnsh cemctery plot was purchased. later 1m

2. Birmnghwn . Stephen. The Grandees New
York. Ixl] Puhhxhlng Col 1971, pp. 42 47,

mortalized m a poem by Longfellow. Much Jew-
1ish-Amencan history can be traced through therr
cemeteries, as it was usually the first step towards
the  estabhshment of a Jewish  commumey.

Most of the trading engaged 10 by the shippers
n Newport from 1700 unnl the Revolunion was
the ruin, <lave and sugar tnangle. Rum was
loaded mto vessels in Newport, sent to Afnica to
be traded for a shipload of slaves who were then
carried to the West Indies to be traded for sugar.
The sugar was brought back to Newport to be
turned into rum and the cycle was repeated. At
cach corner of the triargle great profits were
made. Many ships carned other goods for
trading, but the slaves produced the highest
yreld. When the Revolution came. destroying
Newport’s trading activitties. muny Jews and
Chnsnians left the cty. The synagogue was
closed. 1t remamed closed until 1822 when
Abraham Touro died and bequeathed $10,000
to a fund for the care and preservation of the
Newport  synagogue. Judah. his brother. also
left $10.000 to the synagogue when he died
n 1854, From that time on. the synagogue came
to be called the Touro Synagogue and once again
1t became the house of worship for Newport's
jcwlﬁh commumty as new nnngration from
central and castern Europe brought mnore und
more Jews to that aity. Even though the later
arrvals were Ashkenazic. the enure Jewish popu-
lation umted as one congregation and followed
Sephardic tradition. Today the Touro Sy nagogue
15 the oldest surviving synagogue m the Unmited
States and has become a national listoric shrine.

Tonrs Nynagogue
Netpurt Rbode Dhiland
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South Carohina, Georgia and Peansylvania also
offered rehgious freedom, or. it not complete
freedom, at least tolerance. to colonists. In 1703
the Jews in Charleston were pernitted to vote 1n
a general election. They erected + synagogue 1n
1759 and fifteen y cars later Franas Salvador be-
came one of the first Jews in American history
to be clected to a public office when he was
chosen to scrve m the Farst Provineral Congress,
Moses Levy of New York had been elected Con-
stable of the South Ward m the late 1600, but
had dechned to serve.

Savannah became an 1mportant Jewish center
also There Jews enjoyed all the privileges of the
«ther colomsts, Unhke the Jews of New York.
they were permitted to bear arms When forey-
three Jews from England arrived 733, they
were given land grants by the governor, James
Oglethorpe That samne year, forty more Jews
from Spain and Portugal arrived. A congregation
was cstablished i 1735 when a charter gave re-
ligrous iberty to all except Catholics. In 1801
David Emmanuel became the first Jewish gover-
nor in the United Stures when he became the
governor of Georgra.

A few Jews settled m Pluladetphia in 1726,
wilham Peon offered residence £+ ail who be-
hieved “the One Almighry and Ete-nal God to be
the Creator. Upholder, and Ruler of the World.™
The Jews quahfied and were admitted. but
Penn’s successors passed a law restricting voting
and office holding to Protestants. By 1740 the
Jews had thor own cemetery and had estab-
Ished the congregation Mikvel Isracl. although
a synagogue wasn’t buile m Philadelphia untl
after the Reveluuon. Soon there were “ows set-
thngin the country wde surrounding Philadelphia.

Some Jews settled m Massache ctts, but be-
cause of the mtolerance and discemination by
the Punitans towards people of differing behefs,
there were not many Jews | ving i that state
during Colontal times. Judah Monis from Italy
did settle i Bostoa and was the first Jew to re-
cewve a degree from an American unwersity
when Harvard swarded hun an honorary Master
of Artsdegree in 17 20. Two years later, however.
he converted o Christianity.

The early anistocranic Sephardun formed a
very clite group i the United States. They be-
came extremely wealthy and were characterized
by ther reserve and digmty. Their religious
rituals differed from those of the Jews in other
parts of Europe. The Marranos had gradually
altered the old Jewish practices. because for
many vears they had been foreed to outwardly
adhere to Christiamty and to attend mass. This
resulted in the absorption of some Catholic cus-
toms to the Marrano forin of Judaism. Prayers
were recited rather than chanted and no prayer
books were used during this period as they
could have served as evidence aganst the Mar-
ranos. The tunes and melodies of certan wor-
ship songs also differed from those of the
Ashkenazim.

Many of the differences between Sephardic
and Ashkenazic customs have dsappeared as the
two groups have had more contact, but there
still remams a distinetly Sephardic way of wor-
ship. The chants differ, there 1s more indwidual
participation and less of an emphasis on the
Hazzan. The Sephardim use the same traditional
pronunciation of Hebrew that 1s used i Israel
today which 1s unlike Ashkenazic Hebrew, The
Sephardim remain strictly orthodos i ther n-
terpretation of Judaism,

As cvil nights laws were estabhished in the
Umted States, the Sephardim settled m other
arcas. There 15 one Scphardic community 10
Connecticut that will be discussed 1in Part 1L
The Jews of Connecticut.

The Seplardim were extremely prolific and
1t was not uncomnion for them to have a dozen
clildren. However. the onginal Sephardic Jews
have left very few descendants i the United
States who are recognizable as Sephardic. There
are two reasons for this. Those who were very

ligrous refused to marry outside of their small
commumty . As the female population dimmished
they did not muarry at all. Later on, those who
were left marnied the German Ashkenazim and
the old Spamish names ke Merdes, Loper and
Gomes sla sy disappeared and were replaced by
German vames. The second reason is that those
who were less religious my the carly days mter
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marned with other early settlers and converted
to Chnstiamty. The Sephardim of this penod
who do reman, form an chee nghtly knit group
that has become quite nconspicuous.

Although the term Scphardic does tefer tech-
mcally to all those Jews from Spain and Portugal
and their descendants, 1t came also to include
those Colomal Jews from Germany who were
absorbed by the Sephardic community and
adopted Sephardic rehgious customs. These
German Jews of the pre-Revolutionary penod
are referred to as Sephardized Ashkenazim. By
1720 the original Sephardim were actually in the
minority.

As the Jews of New York prospered, they left
the Lower East Side and moved to the Upper
West Side, wanting to have nothing to do with
the ever ncreasing numbers of German Jewish
immigrants whom they considercd to be upstarts.
Soon the Ashkenazim also left the ghetto of the
Lower East Side and moved to the Upper West
Side. Once agan the Sephardim moved on, this
time to the suburbs and to other states.

Sephardic 1/mmigration to the United States
did not stop n the 1600's. Sephardic Jews later
came from North Africa, Turkey, Greece, Italy
and parts of the Middle East. In addinion to the
wealthy Jews descended fromn the philosophers.
physicians, judges and pocts who could afford to
pay bnbes necessary to cnable them to take
their property with them to northern European
ports during the expulsions from Span and
Portegal n 1492 and 1498, there were also
many poor less educated Scphardin who had to
surrender all of their property and flee to other
Mediterrancan Lountrics. Many wen: to Turkey.
North Africa and parts of Greece that were still
under Mushm rule. Here the Jews lived in closed
communitics. making a lving by fishing and
trading, devoung all of their free ume to the
study of the Talmud. The language that these
people spoke was not the Castilhan of the
wcalthy Spanish Je s who had migrated to
northern Europe and South America: 1t was a
dialect. and almost pure medieval Spanish thac
contained many Hebrew words and expressions

45

and was wnitten in Hebrew ike characters This
language is called Ladino or Judesmo.

The Sephardim in these Mediterranean coun-
tnes did not abandon their language or their
faith. In their minds the expulsion from Spain
was only temporary and soon they would return
to their homeland. When they lefe Spain, they
took with them the keys to their houses. As the
generations passed. a ritual was made of passing
down the key to “la casa vieja” from father to
son. Many were convinced that the expulsion
was God’s punishment becausc they had not
observed Jewish law as strictly as they should
have. As the other Europcan Jews werc trying to
modernize the Jewish rehgion, the Sephardim of
southern Europe were moving in the opposite di-
rection, becoming ultra-orthodox. These Se-
phardic commumucs were so clowistered that
outside cultural 1nfluences had relatively little
effect on them and for four hundred years they
retaned thewr old customs and language.

The carly part of the 1900’ brought some of
these Greek and Turkish Sephardim to America.
The accounts which they sent back home of the
Jewish m:'honaires n America brought about a
small flow of immugration. The Turkish Revolu-
tion at the end of World War [ triggered a more
substantial wave of mimgration. The new Se-
phardic immigrants brought with them their
language, therr ultra-orthodox interpretation of
Judaism and their poverty. The old aristocratic
Scphardim were hornfied by these underprivi-
ledged brothers who were an embarrassment to
them. A conflict in the synagogues resulted
berween the old Sephardm and the new. But,
like other Jewish immigrants befere them. this
new group prospered and did not remain in the
New York gheteo for long. Many went to the
suburbs. or to surrounding states, and many mov-
¢d westward. Although New York City has the
largest Sephardic population. Los Angeles is sec-
ond and Scattle is third. The Sephardic communi-
ty of Scattle is almost cnurcly made up of Greek
Jews from the 1sland of Rhodes who had been
fishermen m the old conntry and were drawn to
Seattle because of the fishing mdustry. Many
started out a5 fishermen. became canncrs and a

46




Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

generation later they were the owners of some
of the largest cannertes m Scattle and Portland.

For alinost four hundred s cars the Sephardim
of Turkes and Greeee remaned apart and clung
to thair old ways. Sixny years i the Umted
States have sufficed to produce almost total as-
simlation with no desire to return o Spam,
even though in 1968 Franco removed the ban on
Jews and invited them back 1o Spam. On Decem-
ber 17.1968. the following 1eem appeared i the
New York Tones datehined Madrd.,

Four hundred and seventvsiv yvears after

King Ferdinand and Queen Isabella ordered

the fews expelled from Spam. the Spamish

government dccldrcd tomghr that the order

Wds \()ld.

The cost of assimilation has also been the grad-
ual disappearance of Ladino  Although the Se-
phardim have had only 4 minor influence on
Amencan Jewry, their rich and distincuve cul-
ture should be preserved The Amencan Se-
phardic Federstien and Yeshina Unnversity 1o
New York are sponsoring programs i an at-
tempr to do so

The German Ashkenazim

In Hebrew the Biblical word Ashhenas came
t refer to Germany and was later used to
denafy all those Jews descended trom the
Franco-German Jews who migrated to northern,
(_L'n[rmlg (ln\i cdstern Eur()PL‘ df‘(L’r :IIC l'\Pul\l()n
from France m 1394 and subscqucnt persedu
tions in FrancoGennany o the tifteenth and
sinteenth centuries.,

The Jews migrated to France and the Rhone
Valliyv area durmyg the ron of Charlemagne
aroand 800 Thousands poured o the Hol
Roman Empire trom fslanic countnes Unhike
the Jows Spam and l’nrrug.nl most of the
Europaan Jows Inad apart trom the Gonole
world, confined o gheetos and restncted
occupations. Ther Tnves wore centered around
the study of the Torah and Talmod and thoy de
veloped thar own hrurgy and life sovle dittorent
from that of the Sephardan Unal the sineeenth
century. the Sephardic Jews made ap halt the
world’s Jowry . Now over mnets percent of all
Juw . arc Ashhenase .

G fint Adhkenasn
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America came from Germany via London and
Amsterdam a0 the 1700%, Thevy were shoe-
makers, bakers, butchers, soap makers and
watch makers. Some of the more prosperous
ones were eogaged m shipping and commerce,
By 1770 there were approximately two thous-
and Jews m the Colonices and they were mosth
absorbed by the  Scphardic commumities. 3

Many of the German Jewssh colontals were
adventurous and spinted and were not particu
larly educated m secular or even rehgious mat-
ters, Leeters written by many of them show a
honted  knowledge of  Hebrew  Thar
mother tongue was Yaddindt, o Judeo-German
mixed with many Hebrew words and phrascs,
which they used i daily hfe and m correspon-
denee Yiddish was spohen o Germany unof the
middle of the 19th century when the trend to-
wards sccularizmg Jadaan developed and Gor
man was adopted by the Jows,

For cenrurnies the G

VL'()

Jdn jcwnsh conimiuni-
ties had been wsolated from the non-fewsh pop-
vlavion, the Goynn. Ant Semmitie viokenee was
not uncommon. Then m o the last half of the
1700°s forces were at work to change che old
way of hfe, A man named Moses Menddsso'om,
although orthodox m lns meerpretation, bel vd
that Jews should modernize themselves o fie
and culture. He
preached Judasm as an cthic. encouraged the

mn \\rl[ll [}lL‘ German socteny

tse of German rather dhan Yaddidh m che home.,
and told the fews o go out mto the sceular
world and study the German culture along with
the Talmud

Tozether with those new ideas of sevularizimg
the Jewish farch came the hberal reform pro
grams mittated by Napoleon. Jews were granecd
atzenship and cqual scatus under the law, they
were no longer confined to ghettos and took an
acove part o the socal and culural bfe of Ger
manv, nashort thme they considared themse hes
fullv assmtlated mto German soacry ., But when

3 There are manmy disaepanaies wthe actual
f‘lgmvs. SOMC SoUrcesestimate (ll)uu( One [huu
sand. other< say from twenty fne hidrad to
three thousand
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Napoleon was defeated in 1814, all of these
liberal reforms were abolished and the old dis-
criminatory laws were reinstated. Anti-Jewish
propaganda was spread.

Maximillian Joseph IV ruled that the jewish
population should “not be increased in the
places wherc they were, and should be decreased
if it were too large.” Restrictive marriage laws
were imposed in Bavaria. Those Jews who did
not possess the proper certificote could not
marry or have children.

‘These restrictions, increasing anti-Semitism
and the poor economic conditions in southern
Germany causcd mass emgration in the early
1800's. The German Jews came to America in
large numbers from small villages in Bavaria and
Austria. They came also from Hungary,
Rumania and Bohemia. By 1830 there werc well
over five thousand Jews in America and the Ash-
kenazim outnumbered the Sephardim. They
were no longer being absorbed into the Sephardic
synagogues and started to establish their own
congregationsin the Ashkenazic style of worship.

Many of ...ese German immigrants were poor
and did not have a high degree of secular educa-
tion. They were mostly young unmarried men
with a desire to rnake a better life for themselves
in America. Many were craftsmen. In 1848, with
the fallure of the Revolution in Germany,
another type of German Jew began to arrive.
They werc intellectuals, highly educated. ard
came from urban arcas. Above all, they were
very definitely German in culture. Among these
“forty-cighters” were some Reform rabbis who
came to America and pioncered the Reform
movenment.

When anti-Jewish laws were relaxed in the last
half of the 1800 in Gcermany, emigration
slowed down quite a bit. But the thousands of
German Jews who came to this country were to
make a tremendous impact on Amctican econ-
omy and on American Jewry.

While the Scphardim remained mostly in New
York City and other urban areas on the East
Coast, the German Jews spread out. Many fol-
lowed the fronticrs westward, trading and
peddling and establishing Jewish communities

almost everywhere in the country. The majority
of the German Jews settled in the midwest and
Cincinnati became z great center for the Jewish
community of America. The peddlers dealt in
ribbons, lace, thread, jewelry and cutlery. Ped-
dling was attractive to the new immigrants be-
cause it required little capital and was a good
way to learn the language and customs of
America. They would often start out on foot,
carrying their goods in a bag or basket. Then
they would graduate to a wagon and the success-
ful ones soon had enough money to buy a small

shop.

Julius Meyer of Omaha, Nebraska, an Indian trader in
the 1870, with some Indian friends.

From peddling and small dry goods sliops,
followed the establishment of department stores.
Such successful peddlers founded Macy's, Alt-
man’s, Bloomingdalc's. Filene’s, Gimbel's, Bam-
berger’s, and Saks Fifth Avenuc. By the end of
the 1800’s the rcady-made garment industry




was almost entirely in the hands of German Jews.
Two successful Chicago businessmen, Aaron
Nusshaum and Julus Rosenwald, went into part-
nership with Richard W. Sears, whose former
partner had been Alvah C. Roebuck. Together
they built up the greatest mail order business
Amenica has ever known.

One Jewish peddler who moved west in search
of gold became s.. famous that therc are probably
very few Amenicans today who have not heard
of him. His name was Levi Strauss. One day a
miner told Strauss that instead of peddling bur-
lap he should try to find a good strong parr of
trousers to sell. With the help of a Jewssh tilor
Levi Strauss made a pair of demm pants with
riveted pockets. strong enough to withstand the
wear and tear of prospecting. Levi’s demm trou-
sers have been a huge success for over one hun-
dred years.

Not all of the German Jews remamed 10 mer-
chandising. The Seligmans, Loebs and Lehmans,
to mentton only a few, made their fortunes in
the mvestment banking business. Others built up
meat packing plants and feed and grain busi-
nesses in the mid-west. Many went further west
and helped to settle new frontiers. In Galveston,
Texas. a large Jewish community sprang +  ind
a Jewish mayor was elected 1n 1850, Jews were
traders  with  the Indians. newspapermen,
ranchers, miners, prospectors. rodeo heroes, and
generally participated in every phase of frontier
hfc.

Meyer  Guggenhenn, an imnugrant  from
Switzerland, started his carcer 1in America as a
notons peddler. He was later jowned by his
parents and together the Guggenheim fannly
achieved a4 small degree of success m the mer-
chandising busiess. Meyer’s father, Simon, then
sold outall of his intereses m the family busimess
and bought some flooded copper mimes in Colo-
rado. It proved to be a successful venture and
the Guggenhaims amassed a fortune m the min
mg of copper and other domestie metdks,

German Jews also participated 1n the hierary .
saentific and artistic aspeces of Amenican hife,
Some opened publishing houses such as Viking,
Randam House, and Simon and Schuster. Many
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turned to music. The Cscar Hammersteins,
father and son, and Jerome Kern played key
roles in the development of the musical. Among
the great conductors who emerged from the Ger-
man Jewish immigrations are Fritz Reiner and
Otto Klemperer. Singing socienes forined by
German  Jews appeared in the larger United
States anies.

The new immigrants remained loyal to dhe
German  culture. They continued to speak
German and even to teach 1t to their American-
born children. who were often sent to Germany
to study.

The Sephardin disapproved of these German
immigrants and were fearful that the Reform
movement that they brought with them would
threaten the entire Jewish community that had
been held toge.her throughout the centuries by
adherence to the tradinons. The Reform move-
ment began to spread in the United States
around 1850, although 1t had made carlier ap-
pearances in the Sephardic synagogucs. This had
become a source of division for many years until
the Reform Jews could estabhsh thew own
temples.

Reform Juduism, designed to make the reh-
gion more flemble and conforming to vanous
soctal condwions and stages of avilization, ap-
pealed to many of the German winongrants and 1t
was particularly successful m the West. By the
beginning of the great Russian immugration
period, the vast majonty of America’s 250,000
Jews were German and Reform. They were
rapidly being acculturated. and by the wrn of
the century seemed to be almost totally assimn-
lated. Although they reached the top of the eco-
nomic ladder, most of the German Jews did not
lose therr interest m g Jewssh idenuty. These
Jews made contnbutions to 4l phases of
American development that will be felt for
many years to conie.

Eastern European Immigration

The greatest wave of Jewsh nnmigration and
that which has made the most mpact on
American Jewry and on the American public m
general, came from Russia and castern Europe
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Poland, Lithuanta, Rumania and Hungary. From
around 1881 10 1920 approximately two and a
half million eastern European Jews arnived
in the United States.

The eastern European Jews differed from the
Geriman Jews and the Sephardim. Although they
shared a common Ashkenazic past with the Ger-
man Jews, their customs and life styles had e-
volved quite differcntly. The castern European
Jews came from isolated villages with dense Jew-
ish populations, Most were poor. They came in
unprecedented numbers. dressed in long black
orthodox-style clothes and stood out conspicu-
ously. They werc regarded as undesirables by the
prosperous American Jews who constidered them
a threat to their own status. They feared that
this lower class of Jew would create anti-Semut-
1sm. Nevertheless. the Amenican Jewish popula-
tion felt an obhigation to help their co-religionists
and many social agencies were sct up to help
alleviate some of the problems faced by the new
immigrants.

Most of the eastern European Jews came from
Russia where blatant anu-Semitism flounshed in
the latter half of the nincteenth century. In spite
of the fact that Jews had lhved in Russia for
hundreds of years. the Russian government

treated them as outsiders, a disruptive element
and a national threat. Special taxes were levied
and the Jews were confined to certain arcas
called Pales of Scttlement. The Jewish Pales of
Settlement were located n fifteen provinces of
western Russia and Russian Poland. Jews were
not allowed to live in other parts of Russia, ex-
cept for certain doctors and merchants who
were permitted to hive in some atics of the
interior. The Pales of Settlement were not abol-
ished until the 1917 Revolution.

Life in the shtetl, a Jewish village within the
Palc of Settlement, was somewhat hike life in the
carlicr ghettos of Germany, France and Italy, ex-
cept that there were no physical walls enclosing
1. The shtetl was a closed Yiddish community
of rigld orthodoxy, isolated from the Goyim
(non-Jews) where all were mutually responsible
for the well-being of the group. In eastern
Europe to be Jewish meant to spend one's hife
following the teachings of the Torah, with htte
ume left for other actwines. Idleness was a sin
and there was no social and little business inter-
action with the Genule world. The shtetl Jews
were vitually unaware of America unul the
1860's.
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Families were large and sometimes up to three
generations lived in the same house. Most were
very poor. but on Friday night. wnen the Sab-
bath candles were lighted, there was usually
meat on the table and joy in the home.
~ Marriages were arranged by a matchmaker,
the Shadchan. Women. though respected 1n the
home, had no say in community affairs. They
did not participate n spiritual matters in the
synagogue and had to sit apart from the men
during services.

The play and movie. Fiddler on the Roof.
very well describes Iife in a shtetl. The play was
adapted from stories by Sholom Aleichem. the
pen name of Solomon Rabinowitz, a famous
Yiddish writer who immigrated to the United
States in 1914,

Towards the latter half of the 1800, certain
laws were enacted in Russia that mrade life in the
shtetl mtolerable. A decrce prohbited Jews
from owning or renting farms or from lving
within seven and a half miles of Russia’s borders.
As a result of this decree. thousands of innocent
Jews were uprooted from their homes and sent
to the mterior of Russia. American newspapers
started to carry stories of the cruel and unfair
treatment of Russian Jews.

In 1869 the B'nai B'nth sent a petition to
President Grant, requesting some action on be-
half of the Russian Jews.

IR EFRE RN S

It 1s said that when pious Jews left the old coun-
try. they would address God thusly: “And now,
goodbye, O Lord. I am going to America.”

To His Excellency
U.S. Grant, President of the U.S.:

We your humble petitioners, beg to re-
present to your Excellency, that the
melancholy news by Cable, has reached
us, that recently, by the enforcement of
a harsh, inhuman and sectarian law,
some two thousand Jewish families have
been erpatriated from their homes mnto
the interior of primitive Russia. They
have been banished for no crime or fault.
cither of omission or commission, but
simply because they adhere stcadfastly
and heroically to the faith in which they
were born, and with the historical firm-
ness of the Hebrew, remain faithful to
the traditions and truths of their people.
to live and die for the freedom of con-

science.

ft can scarcely be credited that in this
enlightened age, for no other Sin than
worshipping God according to the dic-
tates of conscience. such cruel persecu-

tion can be practiced. We have for years
admired the growing tendency on the
part of the Czar to liberal and enlightened
views. and are impressed that this edict
has not his sanction, but that 1t has been,
if at all, wrung from him to appease an
ignorant and cruel peasantry.

We appear before your Excellency to
plead the cause of these untortunates,
and although we live in, and are citizens
of this free and tolerant land, where
every man an pursue his religious con-
victions, without let or hindrance. still
we cannot help but feel the woes of our
co-rchgionists, and  sympathize  with
them 1n ther affliction.

May 1t please your Excellency, al-
though we well know. that 1t 1s against
the policy of this Government to nter-
fere with the ternal affairs of any other
people, yet there are cnimes committed
in the name of munmicipal junsdiction,
that by their nature and magnitude be-
come offences aganst humanity. and
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: thus arc violations and infractions of the
law of nations.

We are confident that the instance we
bring to your honored notice, although
it may not call for the active interposi-
tion of the United States, still we deem
: it a proper subject of friendly interposi-
3 tion from this Government to a friendly

and faithful ally, and we most respect-

fully request that instrucions may be
: sent to our honored representatve at St.
Pctersburgh, asking him to represent to
the Russian Government that this sub-
ject has been brought to the notice of
the President of the United States, with
the suggestion that he use whatever in-
fluence he can within the limits of diplo-
maiic duty to have the ukase revoked or
modificd, and as the matter is of the
most pressing character, (for) in the
middle of a Russian winter helpless fami-
lies are being dragged from therr firesides,
we respectfully urge a Cable telegram to
be forwarded, for time in this case is the
essence of our appeal.

Your Excellency needs no suggestion
of ours to reflect that while all nanons
are striving to facilitate the means of
intercommunication by hberal and
friendly commercial treaties—by subject-
ing all the applhances of modern science
to break down the estrangements that
have by narrow pohuies divided peoples
created 1n the image of that Daty, who
is father of all -1t will be a hopeless task
to cndeavor to permanently unite the
nations of the Earth in bonds of amity,
unless ane universal law of humanity s
recognized. It 15 exacted in tne of war
of an enc.ny —15 1t foreign to the genius
of our enhghtened institutions to urge 1t
on a friendly power i rme of peace?

The cquahity of all men before the law.
the divine nights expressed in our match-
less Declaration, are the watchwords of
our pohicy. These principles are the
birtheights of the human fanuly. Is it too
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much to ask the United States to pro-
claim that henceforth it shall be an inte-
gral part of her intercourse with the na-
tions, that international law recognizes
only, as members of the family of na-
.tons, those people who are guided by
the unchangeable laws of a corimon
humanity.

Therefore we most humbly and re-
spectfully ask that a copy of this appcal
be forwarded to the representative of the
United States near thc Russian govern-
ment, with such other instructions as
may be thought proper by your Excel-
lency 1n order to afford relief to the
people so harshly dealt with.

S. Wolf

N. Adler

Jacob S. Jacobson
A.S. Solomons
Lewis Abraham

It is not known with certainty whether this
petition did any good, but shortly afterwards,
the Jews of St. Petersburg received permission to
build a synagogue, the first ever built in Russia.
At the same time the Czar gave the Jews permis-
sion to build this synagogue, he urged them to
give up ther rehigion and become Russian
citizens and be baptized.

Mcanwhile, in Bessarabia near Kiev, newspaper
reports indicated that thirty thousand Jewish
fammlies were deported from the aity of Kishinev,
placed on carts and transported to sotne intenior
place far from the border and there left on the
road. Amcncan Jews responded with indigna-
tion and in 1870 the following article appeared
in the Jewsh Limes:

St.  Petesburg The  Governor-General  of
New  Russta and  Bessarabia, Baron  von
Kotzebue, has postponed the cexpatriation
of Jews from Kishinev dunng the wmter
season, It 1s said that the governor has re-
cetved  mstructions  from  the government
to thatcffect, and 1t 1s hoped that the emperor
may be indueed to annul the obnoxious law
iltugcthcr.
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When Czar Alexander H was assassinated n
1881, the Jews became the scapegoats Alex-
ander 1, fearing an uprising by his oppressed
subjects, redirected their anger from the govern-
ment towards the Jews. He blamed them for the
poverty of the peasants. accusations were eve .
made that Jews were responsible for the Cear’s
assassination. Pogroms, the mass slaughter of
a Jewssh community. were part of a plan to
solve Russia’s "'Jewish question.” The plan was
to kill one-third of Russia’s Jews, to cxile and
starve to death onc-third, and bapuze the re-
maming third. Pogroms became frequent occur-
rences that continued unul the 1920%.

In 1882 new legisiation agamst the Jews sent
thousands from thar villages into crowded cities
where they could find no housing or employment
because of discrimination. Wild rumors of blood
sacrifices were spread. The Jews began to seck o
way out of Russia and the United States seemed
tobe a guud ANSWCT.

Between 1880 and 1920 between two and
onc-half and three nithion castern European Jews
inmigrated to the Jnited States where they
were met with ambiguous feclings. On the one
hand, American Jews did not want to assoctate
with their underpriviledged brethern who embar
rassed them: on the other hand. they felt a moral
obligatron to help these poor oppressed people.
Emma Lazarus, a New York Sephardic Jewish
poetess, expressed it well:

... when the hife and properry of a Jew 1n

the uttermost provinces of the Caucasus

are attacked the dignity of the Jew in

free America s humihated. . . . Unul we

arc all free, none of us s free.

Several philanthropic orgamzations were set
up to help transport the refugees to Palestine or
Amecrica. In 1891 the Baron de Hirsch Fund set
aside $2 5 mulhon to ard the emigrants. Amen-
can Jews formed the Hebrew Immigrant Aid
Souety m 1902 to help the immigrants o find
jobs and learn English. The Hebrew Sheltering
House Assoctation and Hebrew Free Loan Soct-
ety helped to shelter and give financial aid to the
Russtan, Polnh and Rumanuan  Jews. Later
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orphanages. hospits's and old age homes were
built.

The castern Europeans faced tremendous
problems. Half arrived with no money and his-
tory books deseribe one-fourth of them as being
ilhterate.4 They came mn such great numbers
that 1t was impossible for them to be absorbed
into the ¢xisting society with the speed that pre-
ceeding Jewish mimigrants had been absorbed.
So they remained within ther own Yiddish com-
mumties and had hede chance to learn Enghsh.
Furthermore, the eastern European Jews came
from an castern culture and had a difficult ume
understanding  the western values and  social
ways of the Americans.

New York

Hevuer Stveer

Believing that education was the answer to all
of the unmigrant’s problems, the German Jews
founded the Educationdd Alhunce to  teach
Enghsh, industrial arts, awvics, engmeering and
other practical subjects. The German-American
Jews wanted to recreate their co-religlontsts
ther own mage. However, the new inmngrants
resisted western deals and ung to therr old-
fashioned ways. This caused some friction be-
tween the two groups.

4. 1t 15 not clear what s meant by slhterate, or if
therr dhiteracy was only m the context of the
non-Jewish culture.
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Child delivering cut garments to a “‘shop.”

The antagonism was further inc.vased due to
condicions in the garment industry which em-
nloyed the large majority of the new immigrants.
Practically all of the shops were owned by
German Jews who hired masses of the eastern
Ruropeans to cut and sew the garmerts. A high
percentage of Russian Jews were tailors and the
ev rincreasing demand for ready-made clothing
created abundant jobs. The garment industry
was a natural place for the immigrants to start.
A heavy steel cutting kmife was int* >duced that
made it possible to cut several thicknesses at
once, so large groups of cutters were employed
to cut the garments in one place and then the
*“contractor” or shop owner would deliver the
cut garments to another group of sewers in his
own shop where they were completed. Entire
families often worked together making as little
as $10 a week between them. It was common to
work from “welve to fourteen hours a day in a
small, poor.y ventilated, unclean, dark room.
Disease ran rampant. These unhealthy working
conditions led the shops to be callea “sweat
shops.” For many the living conditions were no
better than the working conditons. Because they
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arrived during the full swing of the industrial era,
they congregated in large cities in definite Jew-
ish neighborhoods such as New York City's
Lower East Side. The Lower East Side has been
called a ghetto and it was indeed crowd. 1 and
dingy, but the Jewish tenements are often re-
membered with fond nostalgia by many who
eventually moved to other areas. One woman
described the Lower East Side as “friendly with
delicious smells floating out of the doorways
and windows, where crime was rare.”’

With the eastern European Jews came the idea
of creating a Jewish national homeland in Pales-
tine. The movement which 1s called Zionism
attracted many American followers who were
sympathetic to the plight of Soviet Jewry. Judah
Touro of Newport gave $60,000 to the Relief
Society for Indigent Jews in Jerusalem.

Because of the indignities suffered under the
Czar, the Russian immigrants brought with them
to America many socialist 1deas and they were
important in the development of the labor
unions. When conditions in the garment industry
became unbearable, the workers organized them-
selves under the leadership of an English Ashke-
nazic Jew named Samuel Gompers, the head of
the American Federation of Labor. The garment
workers staged astrike in 1910 and were success-
ful in their bargaining. This strike had historic
impheations for the Ar _.ican labor movement
as a whole. It very neany ruined the owners as
well as the strikers, but the garment industry
emerged from this stike as the most progressive
example of employeremployee relationships.
The negotiations proved that industnal conflic s
coula be s tled with brans instead of brawn.
During the strike, German and Sephardic Jews
rased $250,000 for the relief of the strking
workers.

The Lower East Side and the garment indus-
tey were the first steps on the ladder to eco-
nomic prosperity. Very quickly the eastern
European Jews followed the same pattern as the
Sephardic and German Jews before them,
leaving the cth.nic ~cighborhoods and ultimately
moving to th: suburbs or uptown. Differcnces
between the Serman an. castern European Jews
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stll exist but gradually the two groups are
merging, due %o imtermarriage and socnal nter-
course withm the Ashkenazic synagoguds.

Recent lmmmigration

From 1933 to 1950 about 140,000 Jews from
Germany immgrated to the United States, most
ot them going to New York or Chicago. These
newcomers were greeted with somne resentment
by the castern European Jews for several reasons.
During the Depression years, unemployment was
high. Some felt that the immigrants would take
away jobs from the native Amencans. Resent-
ment was also felt because some eastern Euro-
pean Jews had passed through Germany en route
to America and were allegedly treated with dis-
tain by the German Jews. The castern Europeans
were also somewhat jealous of the ad receved
by the newcomers from Jewssh organizations
that had not been available to them a half cen
tury earhier One such fund-raising Jewish organi-
zation reated duning this period was the United
Jewnsh Appeal. which has raised nnthons of dol-
lars to help needy Jews around the world.

The twentic'h century German Jews were
mamly middie and upper dlass people who, m
many instances, brought some finanaal means
with them. Ahigh nercentage were professionals.
They were highty educated. caltured and cosmo
pohtan. Often the newcomers were cntical of
Amncrica. They had enjoyved a very high cco-
nonuc level i pre-war Germany and now had to
avercome a certan loss of status. This made
tham even less popular with the Amenican Jews
who found them ungrateful and proud. Those
who brought a certam amount of capital opened
up new factories. that actually provided more
Jubs tor Amenicans, Most of the new factories
produced goods not previoush made m the
Umted States. New processes. new patents and
new shills ware imtroduced.

One Gernan Joewsh unmigrant who came to
the Umitad States prior o World War 1T was
Albere Emstamn. who was born m Wurttenburg,
Germany.  In 1933, winle viorg Eagland and
the Unteed States, the Naas confiscated all of
s property in Germany . Emstem was offered o

5

5

posttion at the Institute of Advanced Studics at
Princeton which he accepted. It is coincidental
that the Institute of Advanced Studics was
started by a several million dollar grant from de-
partmecnt store magnatc Bamberger, another
German Jew. Although few people actu_ly
understand  Einstein's advanced theorics of
physics. all will acknowledge that he was one of
the most notable geniuses of modern times.

Albert Etmiten

When World War 1 broke out, the new
arrivals were dassified as enemiv aliens because
they had not yet been naturalierd They were
prevented from carning a hving 1n war industries
and had to endure other hardships sudl as travel
restrictions, fmgerprinong and - FBI mvesuga-
tions.

The dose of World War 1l brought about
another npple of German Jewish immigravion.
These Jews were the survivors of Nazit Germany
and differed from ther predecessors. The ser-
centage of professionals was mudh lower. L aese
were the Jews who had not been able to leave
Europe durimg the Hitler vears. Among these
nev tmungrants were the Hasidin, 4 group of
devout Jews who have established o unmique set
of traditions. customs, hrerature and  mores
withm the tramework of orthodoxy.
the The Hasidie

Hasedim

o6

nHiovenmient . was




founded in the mid-eighteenth century by the
Baal Shem Tov from the Carpathian mountain
region of Poland, and spread rapidly throughout
eastern Europe. The mystical or fundamental
teachings of the Rebbaim. Hasidic leaders. ap-
pealed to many because of the joyous form of
worship. The Baal Shem Tov taught that all are
equal before God, that a pure heart and good
intentions are more pleasing to God than study
or legalistic doctrme. God permeates every phase
of a Hasid’s hfe and cannot be separated from
work, cating or social activities. The Hasidim
believe that only through a personal relation-
sh.p with God and the resultng effect of such a
relationship can one find meaning and joy 1n life.

Dancing was introduced nto the services and
the Hazzan was disposed of. Every righteous
man could be called on to lead the services. as all
were equal. The Orthodox Jewish leaders con-
stdered the Hasidim as heretical and dangerous
because they did not conform to the standard
Jewish community structure.

Hasidic commumties were centered around a
court or Hoyf and were composed of the Rebbe
and s followers. The courts were self-sufficient
villages with their own arusts. store-keepers,
and ritual slaughtercers. The house of study and
prayer. called the Besmedresh, and the Rebbe’s
home were the centers of Hasidic life. Each
court had a corpus of oral tradivion tesufying to
the power and holiness of the Rebbe. Martin
Buber. a great Jewwh philosopher. describes a
Hasidic court that he visited as a child in Ha
stdun and Vodern Vlun.

Here 1s no separation between faith and

work. between truth and verification, or.

m the language of today . berween moral

1ty and pohiucs; here all s one kingdom,

one spieit. one reahty.

Although Buber 1s often assoctated with the Ha
stdim, his influence on the Hasidie has not been
as profound as his mfluence on Amierican Juda
tsm  Buber was a philosopher whose teachings
were universal and relevant to all, and. though
mspired by the Haadim. these teachings found
their applicavion i other arcas. Buber was con
cerned with man’s relatonship to man. which
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inevitably is contingent upon man’s relationship
to God.

Many of the Hasidim in Europe were destroyed
by Hitler; the remainder migrated to cither Isracl
or the United States. The Williamsburg arca of
Brooklyn today is the hcart of American
Hasidism.

Some Hasidim had migrated to America dur-
ing the early 1900’s and had become so accul-
turated Into American society that the children
of the immigrants no longer wore a Yarmulke
and the women had discarded their Shaytl (a wig
that an orthodox woman always wecars after
marriage). When the post World War Il Hasidim
arrived and saw their backsliding brethren, they
wanted to prevent the sanie thing from happen-
ing to them, so they 1solated themselves from
the non-Hasidic American society. They did not
want to take any chance of the slightest accul-
turation that would turn them away from their
strict adherence to the Law.

Wilhamsburg contains a forty block arca of
Hasidic culture. The men wear fong beards and
carlocks (Yo shall not round the comers of
your heads. neither shale thou mar the corners
of thy beards,” Levtticns 19°27). They dress m
black and are never without o head covermg,
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even when sleeping. The women dress more
raodernly, but still conform to the tradition of
concealing their hair from men’s eyes by wearing
a Siaytl. The children are taught Yiddish and

The Hasidim

On instruments not of this world

the Hasidim arc playing
in temporal cternity

Enghsh is seldom hcard on these Williamsburg al

streets. the dust trembles
The bulk of a Hasid's life is spent observing int - to stars

and studying the hundreds of different mrtzvor a1

or laws that are found in the Torah. The Ha-
sidim represent a true religious community in
every sense. Many men are employed within
the religious context of Hasidic hfe night n
Williamsburg. Ochers take outside jobs that do

a1
al

the pyramids arc melung, ahim

the sunbeams
streaming

not interfere with the keeping of the Law. They out
have even established their own bus service to of
take those who work 1n Manhattan to ther Egypt
jobs. Hah!

The Hasidim have theirr own schools. The
boys attend a Yeshwa or academy where they
spend most of the day studying the Talmud. To
conform to New York state education require-
T. nts, a certain amount of English, math, his-
tory and social studies is taught. Already at the
age of threc, the boys begin their hife-long re-
lationship with the Torah and the Talmud. A
dab of honey 1s placed on the first letter of the
Hebrew alphabet; then the boy's finger is placed
on this and put to his mouth to show him that
the study of the Torah 1s swect.

Grrls get a much more rounded education 1n
the girls' schools. They are not encouraged to
study the Talmud and lcarn only what 1s neces-
sary to run a Kosher home.

Some Hastdim arc anu-Zionists who believe
that the State of lsrac! cannot exist unul the
Messiah comes. There 1s. 10 fact, a small sect of
Hasidim called the Neturer Karta who have wnt-
ten to Yasir Aratat proposing ncgotiations with
the Palesune Liberauon Organization. The sect
has refused to recognize the State of Israel. The
Neturer Karta m Iseacl accepe no benefits, refuse
to pay taxes or cven to handle currency bearing
the pictures of Ziomist heroes like Herzl.5 They
belicve that tsracl must be founded by th: Mes-
siah Himsclf and that as long as the present State
of Israel cxsts, the Messiah wiil not come.

5. “Religion,” Newsweek August 4,1975.

“We would ye dance with us, brothers

“the soul 1s as an orb

“the heart a far and splendid ficld -

Cat
brothers,
“rome out
“trom silence:
dance!™

Hatdis

6. Zeldis, Chayym, Scck Haven
constructionist Press, 1968.

Chayym Zcldis®
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Emigration from Israel and Latin America: Other
twenticth-century immigration has come from
Isracl and Latin America, with Latin America
currently providing the largest source of Jewish
immigration to the United States.” Some imni-
grate because of the increasing instability of the
Latin American governments, others because the
United States was always their ultimate destina-
tion when they left Europe and could not obtain
a U.S. visa. For them Latin America was just a
stopping-off point.

During the decade between 1950 and 1960,
over twenty thousand Israelis immigrated to the
United States and in 1960 these immigrants
made up seventy percent of the total Jewish
immigration to the United States for that year.
Since the annual U.S. immigration quota for
Israel was only one hundred, it car, be deduced
that the major portion of the Isracli immigrants
had been born in other countries and were wait-
ing in Israel unul they could immigratc to the
United States.8 Isracli immigration reached a
peak figure in 1974 when twenty thousand
Israeli Jews arrived in the United States, due to
economic and political problems that Isracl has
becn facing in the 1970%s. The Isracli immigrants
are unique in that they are the first Jewish immi-
grants in this country who feel a nced to justify
their prescnce. They are leaving a Jewish land
where they are in the majority, and are coming
to a country 1 order to assumc a minority
status.

On November 8, 1943, Instruction No. 177
was added to the U.S. imimigration laws, stating
that Jewish immigrants cntening the United
States should not be classified as Hebrews, but
only by their country of orgin. This law has
made 1t quite difficule to measure Jewssh immi-
gration from that ume on. The most relable in-
formation on recent Jewish immigration imay be
found in the Amencan Jewsh Year Book and m
rccords kept by the many Jewssh orgameations.

7. Sklare, Marshall, 1mericas fews. New York:
Random House, 1971,

i
8. The {merican Jewish Yearbook, 1961, pp.66.
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JEWS IN AMERICAN HISTORY
The impact of Jewish culture on American
history can hardly be measured in terms of indi-
vidual contributions. It was the Jewish heritage
as a whole that so greatly influenced our history.
A list of outstanding American Jews, in addition
to being endless, would also seem trivial.

Chicago’s Memorial to George Washington, Haym
Salomon and Robert Morris.

The Eve of the Revolution found most of
Amcrica’s two thousand Jews cogaged in trading
with the Indisns, often luck-packing into the
wilderness to peddle their goods for skins and
pelts. Some Colonial Jews became rather affluent
n the shipping business. The Jews during this
period formed only a tiny mmonity. being only
about one-tenth of a pereent of the total popula-
tion m the Colonies, but they were a significant
minoity. They took part m the struggle tor in-
dependence from the very begmning, having
much to gam by hving m a democratic country.
Only a handful remained loyal to England. Jew-
1sh soldiers lost ther hves 1 che Revolution
along side of their non-Jewsh compatriots. Jew-
ish officers like Solomon Bush. fsaac Franks and
Benjamin Nones were cited for bravery 1naction
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and those Jews who did not fight helped by
loaning interest free money to the Congress i
order to feed, clothe und pay the Conunental
Army. Haym Salomon, who served during the
Revolution as broker for the Office of Finance,
raised thousands of dollars for tood and clothing
for the Conunental Army and personally guar-
anteed all debts incurred by the Revolutonary
forces. When he died i 1785, his cstate was
mostly 10 the torm of depreciated ceruificates of
indebredness and  worthless Conunental  cur-
rency, leaving his wife and  four children

penntless.  His son petitionad Congress several
times  for  sone  compensation  for  the
contrtbutions s father had made tw the

Revolutionary cause and over the years a dozen
bills were mtroduced in Congress to in some way
honor the work of Haym Salomon, but none
were ever cnacted.

‘The Constitunon of the United States provid-
ed freedom of religion and cquahity on a nat.onal
level onlv In some mstances 1t was many years
before state laws granted complerc religious free-
dom to Jews. Virginta in 1786 led the rest of the
Colonies m estabhishing civil rights laws by adopt-
1ng a statute of rehgious freedom declaring that
no one “shall suffer on account of his rehigious
opmions or beliefs, but thar all men shall be free
to profess. and by argument to mantamn, ther
opmion m matters of religron. and that the same
shall i no wise dunmish, enlarge or affect therr
cvil capacities ™ New York, Georgra, Pennsy |
vama and South Carohina soon passed sinular
laws But the struggle for cquality regardless of
rehigion was of longer duratton i many states.
In 1845 the Supreme Court ruled that the Con-
sutution did not guarantee certam el nighes
such as rehigious liberty to Guizens of states In
many states only Chastians could hold office. In
1868. m an effort to protect freed slaves, the
Fourtcenth Amendment was passed by Congress
that extended the Bill of Rights to the states.
But five vears later the Supreme Court agan
ruled m favor of state junsdicoon over certam
arc s of the Bill of Rights. mcluding religion. By
this ume. however. most discriminatory laws
were not actualhy enforced, frwasn't unul 1923
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that all states were officially directed by the
federal governinent to allow the free pracuce of
all rehgions.

The American Revolution was of great conse-
quence to the Jews, as to all minority groups. be-
cause 1t laid the foundations of freedom and
equaliy and ulumately produced a country
where all are free to worship as they please. lve
where they please. and choose any profession
they want,

The War of 1812

During the War of 1812 with England, Jewish
Americans again fought to protect their country.
One of the most colorful military characters was
Uriah Phillips Levy, a Licutenant in the U.S.
Navy, who repeatedly got himself to scrapes
because of his hot temper. Levy was responsible
for having the common punishinent of flogging
outlawed 1 the Navy Muny of the parucipants
in the War of 1812 were the sons of those Jews
who had parncpated n the Revolunion.

*S/ {rab P Lety

Westward Expansion

The Gorman Jewssh mumigrations that pre-
ceded the Cwil War brought about many changes
A pop-

ulatton grew, the numbcer of sy nagogues and

i Amceriean  Jewry. the  Jewnsh

soctettes also grew. By 1880 dhere were almost

two hundred synagogues m America o serve
the Jewnsh commmiry which by that tme

numbered around 250,000,
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As the Joews dispersed geographically, com-
munttes developed in all parts of the country,
particularly 10 the Midwest. The Reform move-
ment gathered momentum m Cincinnan and
appealed to many jews who were endeavorning
to assimilate as quichly as possible.

As thev spread west, the German Jewssh
peddlers often founded towns that bore their
names. such as Altman, Colorado. Roscburg.
Oregon, Weiss Bluffs. Texas, and many more.
Trading with the Indwuns, prospecting or huild-
g the ratlroad. they fully partictpated in proncer
Iife. One rabbr m New Mexico named Jim Har-
per. carned a hving as a bronco buster n avild
west show  Otto Meers was a gold prospector
Indan  fighter, hotse tramer and  Tabinudic
scholar, who spoke Indian languages with 4
Yiddish accent. He founded a4 synagogue m
Colorado.

A lot of Jews settled 10 Texas, serving m
the legislature and fighoing under Sam Houston.
During the Mestan War, fifty siv known Jews
fought m the Jmted States Army. In 1849,
whon pows of the gold discovenies spread. Jews
flocked to Califurma along with other pros-
pectors and there were soon enough Jews m San
Francisco to build a synagoguc,

When the Civil War stareed, the Jews were just
as dwversified 1in occupation and cconomie status
as uther Amertcans, They were also just as dver
sificd m their views of slavers

The Civil War

Ten thousand Jows fought m the Cival War,
the great magortts of them serving i the Union
Armv - Although there was no otfical Jewish
'~t-md On \3 IVOry Iest wele spPos d to Ay Rmd
of opprossion of 4 mmonty group. mcluding
Onc rabbi from Now York, however, de
funded slavery as bamne i accordance with Bibh

slavery

cal taachimes s ong as the slives were ereated
hindhy - A tow agrad with iy bur most Jews
reflected Rabbe David Liwhorn's stand when he
stated that no mmonty group could be free un
ol all we re tree
thar slaves Fhore were thrae Jews among John
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Brown's Rawders who fought m Kansas for
abol:tion.
During the period of cvil war and chaos. as
usual, a scapegoat was nceded. The historscal
efinition of a scapegoat was the goat upon which
the sins of the people were symbohically placed
and which was then led 1nto the wilderness dur-
my Biblical Yo Kippur. It later camie to mean
any one who s blamed for the problems of
another
A certain amount of contraband was sold by
northern states to the South durmg the war. ata
great profit to both dealers. The transactions
took place m Tennessee and the Jews were
blamed for the illegal profiteering. General Grant
1ssued his notorious General Order No. 11 which
called for the expulsion of all Jews from Tennes-
see within twenty-four hours. Jews were again
faced with the age-old threat of expuiston from
therr homes. When Prestdent Lincoln heard of
the order. he muncduately cancelled 1t. but the
pomt had already been mude. Newspapers picked
up on the slander and were publishing anti-Serni-
tic articles. Seapegoating s o ohenomenon that
appears to arise only durmg times of stress but
the damage s long lastng. As Jewnh soldiers
were dying nconspicuously on the bardefields, a
Jewish stereoty po was being accused of makimg a
profit on war time contraband. These same
activittes were engaged mo by non-Jews, who re-
ceved no pubhaty. Ant-Semitisim appeared
that was prevtowsly unparalicled m American
hlstur). It conumued mto the post-war ycars
the form of job and housng diucrimuanion.
social segregatton and educatnional guotas The
Recomstruction  sears also prndm ed the Ku
Kluv Klan
When castern Turopean ommigrants started
arriving 10 the 1880%, ann Jewnh socal dis-
crimnnavon became evar worse The new i
urants were connng i hugc sumbers and they
WEC strange.even to the Jews already 1 America.

Twenticth Contury
in 1921 Prestdent Hardmg stgncd o baw seriing
a quota on mmmigratton, It stated that the anmual

nnnn:_v,r.mungflu a country couwld not exceed
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threc percent of the number of nationals from
the same country already residing in Americain
1910; 1t also stated that the toral immigration
from all countries could not exceed 357,000 an-
nually. In 1924 another law reduced the quota
to two percent of the 1890 statistics. This cut in
half the total of immigrants permitted to enter
the United States. The eastern Europeans were
hit the hardest by this ruling. Our quota system
contmues, but 1t bas since been amended to be
less discrmumnatory In 1965 the hmit was set at
twenty thousand people from any onc country
annually.

As the castern European Jews were setthng
into American life, Jewssh anizens of the United
States were joming the mlitary ranks to fight in
World War 1. Although forming only threc per-
centof the total population. they actually contnr-
buted around five percent of Amenca’s totdl
arted forces. A great many Amerraan Jews also
fought for freedom agamst Franco in the Spanish
Cril War,

Wiien the Hitler vears approached and rumors
of Naei persecuttons spread to the United States,
the Jews i this country set up agenaes to help
refugees. But one of the tragedies of the Holo-
caust was the seemimg indifference on the part
of the United States government. When 1t was
still passible for Furopean Jews to escape. the
United States quota laws prolabited the imms-
sration of more than a handtul of tham Isracl
was not vet a Jewish state, so the refugees had
no place to go One of the problems was the fail-
ure of the rest of the free world 1o fully compre-
hend what was actually happening i Germany
and Poland. Even the German aitizens themselves
rl'hi\l‘d to bk‘h!,’\'c Wh.lt Wdy g()mg [O11 3 13 [h(.' ¢x
fermindgtion L(\"‘P\

Aftcr the when the actual horrors of
Hitler's  “tinal the
concral American puphc, Jew and Chnistian abike,
realized the need for a watonal homeland where
Jows would b The Ziomst movement
sathercd momentam and therr dream became 2
reality on Mav 14, 1948, when the Botish gave
up ther mandate m Palestne

war

solunion™  were revealed,
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Jews today m the United States enjoy more
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security than ever before, parallcled perhaps
only by Spain’s *‘golden age.” The high value
placed on cducation has resulted in a large per-
centage of Jews in the professions. Most fews
are middle class; some are extremely wealthy.
Others are extremely poor. Jews, like all other
groups, are found at every economic level. Re-
cent studies suggest that New York City has at
least 250,000 Jews living below the poverty line.

The Jewssh population in this country 1s the
highest in the world, but the six million Jews
comprise only around three percent of our total
population. Nevertheless, in spite of bemg a
small mmonity, the Jews as a whole have had a
tremendous influence on Amencan culture and
history.

Jews in the Civil Rights Movement

Soctel justice hae always been anintegral pare
of Judaism. The Jews' own history has also
served to mfluence ther atttudes toward avil
rights. Long demed the basic nghts of aiuzen-
ship m other countries, the Amenican Jews realize
the importance of equahty for all.

When the Navtonal Association fo: the Ad-
vancement of Colored People was founded 1n
1909, Rabb Stephen Wise was among its onigmal
mcorporators. He served the group for over
forty years. In the earlier years many Jews
served on the Board of Trustees of the NAACP,
two were presidents, and others helped by rais-
ing financial support. In later years the Blacks
themselves have taken complete charge of the
movement ana Jews have plaved only mimor
roles.

Before  desegreganon laws were passed 1n
the South. Julius Rosenwald, a Jewssh phil-
anthropist and one of the ongnal partners of
Scats and Rocbuck. donated a large part of hns
personal fortune towards inproving schools for
Blacks m the South. He behieved that the only
way of achieving cquality was through educanon.

The Ant-Detamation League of B'nai B'rith,
although origmally formed to protect Jews from
antt-Semitic discrimmation, later tarned ity of-
forts towards protecting the nights of all minon-
t'\' gr()up\
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When southern rabbis supported the 1954
Supreme Court desegregation decision, white
citizens’ groups ltke the Ku Klux Klan bombed a
number of synagogues in Charlotte, Nashville,
Jacksonville, Miami, Atlanta and in Gadsden,
Alabama, but the Jews continued to speak out
for cwil rights. A great many Jewish people
marched n the 1960’s. Two.of.the three civil
nghts workers murdered in Mississippr during
that tme were Jewish,

In addition to those who gave of their ume,
money, and in some cases their lives, Jewish
writers took up the cause of freedom and social
justice with their pens.

Fragment from a Poem,
“Another Late Edition”

I saw the cnemy, a seven-year-old boy.
I heard him screaming for his cooked
eyeballs.
1 saw the granny blazing like a bundle of reeds,
heard the infant waihing in a winding-sheet of
flame

10 a village of thatcned huts
hit by napalm.

The stones hate us.
The cyes are bitter.
Every tree 1s out to strangle us.
The grass mistrusts us
We are strangers here at a million bucks
aday....
by Olga Cabral

ANTI-SEMITISM

The Jews who seuded in America suffered
discrimination from the beginning of thesr his-
tory in this country. In 1654 Peter Stuyvesant
tried to have them banned from N-w Amster-
dam. Therr fight for equality continued for the
next three hundred years. A federal law fol-
lowing the Consutution of 1789 established a
de jure nght to hold office for all, but some
states stll practiced discrimimation on the basis
of religion for many years afterwards. Enfranch-
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isement was granted to Jews in New Hampshire
as late as 1876.

That the Puritans of New England discnmi-
nated aganst the Jews. not allowing them to be-
come citizens. is a paradox since their entire life
style and values were patterned after Judaic
teachings. The Hebrew Bible was quoted gener-
ously in the legal codes of the New England
colomes. The Punitan churches were organized 1n
much the same way that synagogues are organ-
1zed, with the minister, believed to have no
supernatural powers, being clected democratic-
ally just as rabbis are. The Sabbath lasted from
sundown to sundown and the cnure day was
spent in prayer and religrous contempl.tion. The
first Thanksgiving was patterned after the Jewish
harvest festival of Sukkot. Hebrew names were
used for children and towns. such as Hebron,
New Canaan and Lebanon.

At the age of twelve Cotton-Mather began the
study of Hebrew and the Talmud. He later wrote
a six-volume history of the Jews. In order to
graduate from Harvard, proficiency mn reading
the crtire Old Testament n Hebrew was re-
quired. Until 1817 Harvaid commencement cere-
montes always ncluded an oration in Hebrew.
The Hebrew language was a required subjece in
New Haven's first public school. Esra Sules.
Yale's fifth president, said that “Hebrew was
essennial to a gentleman's education™ and that
1 would be shameful “for any Yale graduate to
be eriirely agnorant of the holy language when
he got to heaven.” Unfortunately it appears that
the Puntans felt more kindly disposed towards
the ancient Israchtes than to their tangible con-
temporaries. for Jews were not very welcome in
the New England colonies.

Gradually the Jews gamed some nights under
the law. Extreme ant-Semitism did not begin
until the Civil War years. Rumors were started
that Jews were traffiching between the North
and South. making a profit on smuggled goods.
General Grant's General Qrder No. 11 evicung
all Jews from border arcas was cancelled by
President Lincoln, but the spark of prejudice
had gnited nto vut-and-out anti-Semitism. One
article in the Associatcd Press stated chat “the
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Jews in New Orleans and all the South ought o
be exterminated. They run the blockade, and are
always to be found at the bottom of cvery new
villainy.” Jews in the South were accused of
counterfeiting Confederate money., dodging mils-
tary service, causing mflation and creaung short-
ages of goods.

In the early twenucth century books were
published in the United States expounding the
theory of the supenonity of the Aryan and
Nordic races. The Populists, a polincal party sup-
ported by the farmers, believed that the Jewssh
and Enghsh bankers had hatched a conspiracy
aganst them. Willam Jennings Bryan, in his
1896 campagn speeches, hinked the crucifixion
with the betrayal of the farmer by the big
interests  In the 1920°s anti-Semitism
flourished in this country and Jews were barred
from country clubs, jobs and neighborhoods.
Universities set up quota systems himting the
number of jews admuted. The Ku Klux Klan.
first started in the Reconstruction years, was re-
vived and aimed 1ty hatred towards Blacks,
Catholics and Jews. Local Nazi groups appeared
all over the United States,
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After World War 1l when the Amenican people
saw the resules of Hitdler's extreme anti-Semitism,
there was a general fechng of revalsion againse
Nazi teachmgs and anti Semiosm declined. But
anty Jewnsh feehngs have not disappeared. A
1969 study by the Survey Research Center of
the University of Califorma showed that al-
though one out of every three Americans s
virtually free of ant-Senune beliefs. one m three
has a negative image ot the Jews and the other
third 15 mdifferent to the problent of anu Semi-
tism, The study abso showed that greater ant-
Seminsm existed among older people. and was
typically low among college graduates.
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The entire problem, one could reasonably as-
sume, will disappear m ume, as the navon s
constantly achieving higher degrees of educa-
tion. This unfortunately doesn’t seem to be true.
A Nazi group in Milwaukee has recently been
organized and reports a growing membership.
Rabbi Zev Segal of the Rabbinical Council of
America m 1969 described *“a new wave of anti-
Semmitism dressed 1 the garb of anti-Zionism.”
He further went on to say that *the classic anu-
Semite has put on a new umiform more in keep-
ing with modern tumes and the present situatton.
He refuses to be identificd as an antu-Semite and
declares fervently that he has no prejudice
against Jews. Instcad he has become an anu-
Zionst.”

Anti-Semitism 1s a topic that should be sert-
ously discussed and dealt with. 1t s only by
breaking down the barriers of hate and pre-
judice through cducation, that the golden age of
America will *be assured, not just for ggws but
for all of us.

WHO NEXT?

ISRAEL AND THE AMERICAN JEW

It would be ditticult to adequately measure
the unportance of isracl to the American Jows.
Purt of the difbiculty hios mothe tact that Amenn
(@] Jl Wh AT TTol 3 ‘IUIIIU“.:( Heous *:UUUP. SOMCe 1¢
Fite Jowshness to the rchizion, to others 1o
merely an cthme background Somd do not re-
late to .muhmg Jewssh, But most Jows by amy
defmrian will achnowlidge the imporrance ot
One ndicator of

the contimuation ot Iradl
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the importance of Israel to the American Jew
would be the millions of dollars that flow into
Israel for defense and humanttanian purposes.
Another is the large number of Jewish American
tourists who visit Israel cach year.

The relationship of the American Jew with
Isracl 1s decp-rooted and nostalgic. The Jewish
people teft their homeland alnost two thousand
years ago and it ceased to exist pohucally unul
1948. Nevertheless. the hope for an independent
Jewssh country in Palestine was never far from
the thoughts and prayers of Jews everywhere.

The establishment of a national homeland for
the Jews has had a sigmificant effect on therr
own feelings towards therr status as Jews. Unul
1948, when Isracl became a free state, the Jews
as an cthnic group had no homeland hike the
other immugrants who came to America. They
had been denied citizenship in the lands of the
diuspora A nation for the Jews has meant that
they are no longer wanderers i exile. Israel’s
eustence has also created a new image of the
Jews as soldiers and farmers. It has been ex-
plained by one sccond gencravion Russtan Jew
that “unul 1948 we were bastard Jews. The res-
toration of the Jewish natron has given us a new
digmty. It 1s our duty to suppart this homeland
because the dignity of the American Jew 1s de-
pendent on the survival of Isracl.”™ The Jew 1s
first and foremost 4 loval Amertcan and finds
support of Israel completely compauble with
bemg a good American. In the mmds of many
Amcrican Jews 1t ts an obligation to support
isracl financrally. Thes 1dea of fimancral response
blll(y 15 p.lsscd on from generation to gonera-
tron even as the Jew becones almost towally as-
smlated mto American society. As Isracl 1s de-
pendent on American money tor survival, so the
American Jew 1s depandent on Isracl for his self
mage and denney asa Jew.

one of the most profound sgntficances of the
establshment of dhie State of Isracl, particularly
to the more relygous Jow,? has been the proot

9, Not all uhgum\ Jews agrees see page ol

this gurde, the Hasrdim
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that God has not forgotten his covenant with
Abr.ham,
thee will | give 1t, and to thy sced forever. . . .
And | will establish my covenant between me
and thee and thy seed after thee, throughout
their generations for an everlasting covenant, to
be a God unto thee and to thy seed after thee
And I will give unto thee, and to thy sced after
thee, the land of dhy sojourmings, all the Lind of

“for all the land that thou scest, to

Canaan, for an cvul.nsung possession. .md 1 will
be therr God.” (Genesis 13 13, 17.7-8.) This
promise made to Abraham .nhnost four thuusmd
vears ago for a land belongmg to the Jews was
without strmgs or provision. Two thousand
vears ot Jewsh extle culnimated o the forma
ton of the State ot Isracl in 1948, Isracl also has
a specul sigmticance o the non-religious few
who has o rehgious adenoty as a Jew, The
ostabbishmont ot fsrael has verthed s cehmaey
by giving i a homdland,

The  mpact homeland

Amcrican Fows was also seen i another wav, Be-

ot a4 nanonal on

tore 1948, Jows were reacent about ther Jew-
whncss, Thoy tanghe dhier duldren to be mcon
Jewishiess was something only

The
persceution mother Linds had aoght the Jews

sprcuous, e

served for home and svnagooue vears of
not to sct thomsehos apare Atrer 1948 the Jews
telt a new pride e thar anaent background. tn
1963, the first Israd llld\p\ ndonee Dany p.:r.ldv
m Now York City took placc, simlar o che St
Patnich s Dy pavade of the nshand the Cohum-
bus Dav paradc of the Tuhans The castence of
the Froo Stare of bradd scems to s given the
Jews o noew psuhniu;u.ﬂ freedom o appuar
fowshoin pablic

|1]\
mamtested st voly early i 1967,

atntnde toward brael
The Sin
Dav War caused the Jows m this country o re

Amc i Jew's

assess o tedhnes about Istacl, as tor mam 1
the twerticth contury, America had become the
Fand Botween 1948 and 1967, contn

l)ll( 1t

Prosmiso
butions trom Amurca Howed meo Israld,
was manhy tor humantanan purposes, used to
Belp o tuzces, budld roads and cudesace the land.
Atrer the

tore was sont to baradd for dotonse and that s ear

1967 war more money than ever be
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the sale of Israch bonds tripled the yearly average
for the pertod from 1951 to 1966.

In addition to donations, an increased num-
ber of American Jews emigrated to Israel. Prior
1967 only a uny percentage of America’s
Jews went to Israel and most of these were et-
ther young Zionists who went to live the kib-
butz Iife, or old people fulfilling a dream to
return to the Promised Land. After 1967 a new
group of middle aged successful business and
professional people started to emigrate How-
ever, as Israel has been experiencing tremen-
dous economic problems with an inflation rate
of forty percent a year tn recent years, emigra-
tion to Isracl has declined and even gone 1n the
opposite direction. In 1974 twenty thousand
Jews left Israel, a record figure, and most of
them emigrated to the United States.

It would appear that tradition 1s on the dechine
among Amenican Jews as they become more
deeply assimilated into Amertean society, and
that  religion, such f.tcmr
throughout cherr tong and turbulent history

to

ongee a woliesive
no lum‘u necessary as a4 source of dentity. Tlns
phenomenon also occurred m Israch weself where
the vast majority o young Israchs are not rebs-
gious by tradinanal standards because they are
Jews by nationahey. In the draspora Jews need-
ed their rehgion to heep then wdentity moa Gen-
tde world. However, now that there 1sa physical
countiy, 1t seems that the rehgous aspect of the
Jowish rerage Tas lost mudch of 1ts mipor tance
to some Jews,

One
Amencan woman who went to bsrael on vaca-

sccond  gencration  Rugsian Jewish
tion with her hushand, had nover considered her-
self ar all rehigious or thoughe she had any
speanal feddings towards Isracl. When she disem-
barked trom the plane and set foot on Israch
snl'. \IIL‘ (III
Yuldish, am here,” =1 am home 7). The

Ik of the Jew thioughout the world to Isracl i

anvoluntathy said “ich bin do.”

[$1
so longstandmg and so deep rouoted that 1t

raimdins m [IIC '\Ubt()”)kl()US Uf cyen (hL‘ nrost
liberal few.
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When | see the name of Israel high in

print

The fences crumble in my flesh: 1 sink

Deep in a Western charr and rest my soul.

I look the stranger clear to the blue

depths

Of his unclouded cye, | say my name

Aloud for the first nme unconsciously.
Karl Shapiro
June, 1948

The draft of the statement, signed and approved by
President Truman, officially recognizing the provisional
govemnment of Israel

A Brief Hustory of Lirael. The Hebrews who set-
tled n the land called Canaan, later called
Palestine and now lsrael, were led there by
Abraham sometime between 1900 and 1300
B C Divided into twelve tribes, the Hebrews
became a nation, and atter a pertod of restdence
and slavery in Egypt. they established therr
own Kingdom of Israel under the rule of King
Saul This kingdom bewame ve  owerfu. un-
der the rule of Israel’s second king, David, who
established his capital 1n Jerusalem [e was dur-
ing the rule ot David's son, Solomon, that the
first Temple n Jerusalem was bwilt The He-
brews were distinguished by their beliet 1n one
God, while neighboring tribes, with whom
they were almost constantly at war, behieved 1n
many gods

The Kingdom of Tstael cemamed amted antl
Solomon’s death arourd 930 B.C At that tme
the ten tnibes ot the north sphie from the two
southern tribos and fornmed o separate hmgdom
called dsracd The southorn tnbes of Benjamn
and Judah tormad the Kinedom of Judal with
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Jerusalem remaining its capital. It 1s from Judah
that the cthnic group called the Jews arc des-
cended, because in 721 the Kingdom of Isracl
disappearcd when it was conquered by the Assyr-
uans. The independence of Judah ended in
586 B.C.

For the next 2500 years. except for a brief
period of independence under the Maccabees
from 145 to 63 B.C., Israel (Judah) was ruled
by a succession of vaders — Assyrians, Baby-
lonsans, Persians, Alexanuer the Great, the Ro-
mans, the Arabs and the Turks, who ruled from
1517 unul after World War I It was during
the Roman rule that most of the Jews fled from
Palestine and settled in the diaspora.

Under the rule of the Ottoman Turks the Jews
enjoyed some political and cconomic influence
in many parts of the Otwoman Empire. They
were allowed to practice therr religion and were
starting to think n terms of a return to the Pro-
mised Land.Many European Jews began to seutle
in Palestine, by 1880 there were about twenty-
five thousand jews living there, In 1897 4 move-
ment called Ziomsm, seching to make Isracl an
mndependent Jewish state, developed i eastern
Europe because Hf the oppression that Jews suf
fered in those countries. By 1941, eighty-five
thousand Jews had returned to Palesune. at the
same nme the Arab population was growing and
they started to protest the large Jewsh mflux,

The Jews trace their claim to the land of Israel
to God's pronmise to Abraham to give Palestme
to his heirs through Isaac, as well as o ther two-
thousand-year history m Isracl a5 a sovereign
natton and the'r contmuous presence there. The
Arabs, who also trace therr lincage o Abraham
through Ishmael who was Isaac’s half brother,
clam tsrael on the basis of the Arab conquest in
600 and because of the fact that for over a thous-
and years Arabs formed the majority of the
population. Today ten pacent of Irael's popu-
Litton s Arab. Arabic and Hebrew [()gc[hcr are
the offigal national |angu‘|gc~. and Al pcup|c,
medndmg Arabs and Christrans, have cqual avll
status under the law.

When World War 1 started, Palestine was st
ruled by the Turks, who sided with Germany
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and Austria. When they lost the war, Palestine
becane a British mandate. In 1917, hoping to
gain the support of the Jews in the war cffort,
the Briush issued the Balfour Declaranion which
stated that the Briush were in favor of a Jewsh
national homeland i Palesune as long as 1t did
not violate the rights of non-Jews hving there.
After the war, more and more Jewish refugees
were arrving and the Arabs felt threatened.
They rejected the mandate and revolted against
the Jews. For the next twenty years the Zionist
movement gained m strength and, during Hitler's
rise to power, large numbers of Jews settded 1
Istacl From 1936 to 1939, Arabs were m open
conflict with the Britsh, and i an effort to ap-
pease them, the Brinish stopped Jewish immgra-
tion altogether for five years.

After World War 11 resistance movements be-
gan to cmerge i Palestine and the Bro ish ashed
the UN to step m. In 1947 the U.N. General
Assimbly adopred a plan to dwide Palestine nto
separate Jewwsh and Arab states, o plan which
the Jews aceepted but the Arabs rejected. Fight-
my broke out,

When the Jews proclamed an independent
State of Isracl m Mav. 1948, the Briush wath-
drew «nd Palestinian Arabs joined with surround-
ing Arab natons to try to destroy the Jewssh
state, but they were defeated and Israchs gamed
soice territory. Many of the Arabs who lived m
the ternitory that became part of Isracl fled and
became  refugees 10 surrounding countrics.

Since 1948, the Israchs, whose population 1s
appronmmately 3,000,000, and the Arabs have
been struggling for possession of lsract, a land
that 15 qust shightly larger than Connecticut and
Rhode Island together War broke out 1n 1956,
1967 and 1973 Each umc Israel has been the
victor U.N. ctforts to estabhish cease fires have
been semisuccessful but guerlla warfare con-
unucs. The Arab countries refuse to recognize
the Jewish state m Palesting, while Israel struggles
for survival.

Zionsm, Zionsm, 4 moventent dedicated o the
estabhshment of a4 homeland for the Jews, s
based on the umyue history of the Jewsh

people as a religiocultural group. Theodore
Herzl 1s considered the father of Zionism, but
almost seventy years before Herzl orgamized the
first Zionist Congress wm Basel 1n 1897, an
American Jew named Mordecar Manuel Noah
tricd to estahlish a Jewish  homeland in
Amernca,

Mordeear M Nk
Noah, the son of 4 Revolutionary War soldier,
was a tlamboyant New York politicuan, news-
paper editor and playwright. He became the first
Jew to hold a high office in the American diplo-
matic corps when he was appomted Consul to
Tums., White m North Atric.a, Noah became con-
cerned with the deplorable condiions of the
Jews who lved thete and he began to dream of
a Jewish refuge where all could lwve a decent
life. Palestine was out of the guestion because
1t was part of the unshakable Ottoman Emprre.
When Noah returned to America, he negonated
the purchase of 17.000 acres on Grand island
i the Nugara River near Buffalo, Although s
concept was ndeed visionary, Noah was some-
what cccentnic aud mnpracueal, He declared him-
self “Governor and Judy  of Israel™ and issucd
an mvitation to all the Jews of the world to
come settle on the sland that he named Ararat,
fn addition o the Jews. all the persecuted of the
world were mvited Not a single Jew showed up
for the dedicanon service on September 15,
1825, which for some unhnown reason took
place m an Fpiscopal church mn Buftalo. Noah
scemed  unbothered by the lack of muerest
among s Jewssh brothers and proceeded with
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the pe de and fesuvinies for the benefit of the
huge crowd of Christians that urned out. First
came the Grand Marshal, then a brass band. fol-
owed by a military unit, a citizens® deiegation,
town officials und a corps of Army officers in
full dress uniforms. The curtege ended inside the
church where Ararat’s cornercrone was displayed
for dedication. It read

Hear, O bsrael, the Lord s Our God.

The Lord 1s One.

ARARAT

A aty of Retuge for the Jews.

Founded by Mordecat Manuel Noah

In the month Ten, 5386, Sept. 1825

and i the 50th vear of Amencan Inde

pendence.

After Noah delivered an address in which he
descnibed his Utopia, discussed the theory of the
Amenican Induans’ descendancy from the Ten
Lost Tribes ot Isracl, and called on Christians to
show tolerance and good will towards Jews, the
cornerstone was Ct.'rl.'l”()nl()”S!\ pl.lC{‘d on [hl.'
Episcopal aluar, Evcryone wgnored Noah's entire
settlement project Nothing was ever crected on
the asland, The cornerstone hes m the Butfalo
Fhastorical Suaiety, all that remams of has dream
tht was realized 123 vears later.

r/’ltlr./m’t Her /

Theodore Hiorl w Vicmese plavwrshe and
pournahst, while covermy the Drevtus attan
Pars, bocame s slarmed e Buropds incrcasimy
ann Somitisin, that he pubhshed a pamphle
enuded e fudonstaat  The Jowsh Stare
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which he stated that the Jews® only hope for sur-
vival was to have o country of ther own. In
1897 Herzl orgamzed the world's first Zionist
Congress, attended by Jewish leaders from il
over  Europe. Herzl foresaw the .lppmdthmg
disaster for European Jewry and in his haste to
found a Jewish national homeland, he toyed
with the idea of Argentina and even the highlands
of Uganda which the Brinsh government offered
him 10 1903, That the homeland should be lo-
cated m the land of the Jews™ cthnic ongmms s
most logical. In 1917 when  James Balfour
agreed to estabhsh a Jewish state in Palesune,
Ziomsts from castern Europe started to unmi-
grate to the Promsed Land i increasing num-
bers.

When the United States severely limited i
gration  quotas and the Holocaust of World
*ar H owas revealed, a natnional hemeland for the
Jews was even more urgently needed. Although
the Balfour Declaranion had recogrized the nght
of the Jews to 2 hemeland w Palestune threugh
Instorical comnections, and the Arab leadership
at the ume approved the declaravion, the years
between the World Wars brought increased hos-
nlines between Jews and Arabs i Palestne, The
Jews had to fight for their mdependence when
the Brinsh Mandate ended 1 1948 and Egypt-
wan, Jordanan, Synan, Lebanese, Tragy and Saudi
Arabian forces marched across Israel's borders.

Ziomsin took many tonms v the carly years,
Some beheved that the Jews' tetumn to Israel
would set the scene for the fulfithinent of Bibli-
cal propheey. Athensne and agnosuc Jews be-
hoved moa homeland fon poliical reasons.

Some of the carly Ziomsts ware adicals who
beheved that all Jews, no mateer where they
were hvig, should recurn o laacl, Most Amen-
cn Jews who had ong boon prosperous here
-IH(l wele P;I“]l’[l\ A”I\‘lanl” CHlizens, h.l({ Nno
mtentton ot gomy to Ivadls noadditon, s
teared that those radical Ziomsts would Greate
antn Semtism by rasing the question of tovales
to America Inthe vears just precedimg World
War 1 othe Ziomst and antr Zionist groups were
m open conther. Atter World War 1 endod and
the entire world reabized  the ot

THECUSSITY o
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country where Jews would be safe. the conflict
substded  American Jews gave lsracl teerr full
support.

Most Zionist groups in the U.S. are now
engaged 10 rasing financial support for Israel.
The Hadassah, a women’s Zionist organization
founded by Henrietta Szold m 1912, 15 the
largest volunteer organization in the world. It
supports many cducational »~d philarthropic
institutions both in Isracl and the Uniz  Statos.

On November 10, 1975, Zionmism sutfered a
severe blow when the General Assembly of the
United Nations adopted a resolution that
branded Zionism a form of racism. This resolu-
tion, in atself a racist act, vas adamantly oppos-
¢d by the United States. which docs not acknow-

ledge or abide by ir. The implications of the
U.N. passing such an act are cnitical. Hopes for
peace m the Middle East have been damaged
severely, for the resolution has afforded the
Arab nations a new basis for threatening the
existence of a Jewssh state in Isracl. At the same
tne, Zinnism, strongest i times of danger, has
gained new support from western democracies
that belicve 1n the nght of a group held together
by a common past and cultural affinsties to a
homeland of their own.

This resolution has also given Russia a good
excuse for limng Jewish emigration to Isracl.
and has laid the groundwork for the emergence
of anti-Semiism, making 1t somehow more
respectable.

Zionism Censure
Offends History

George F. Will —

Washingtc - In the mid-17th cen-
tury. Oliver Civmwell contemplated
extermnating the Irish and setthng
Ireland with Europe's persecuted
Jews Regarding the Insh. the plan
appea'ed to Cromwell’s passionate
side Hegarding the Jews, the plan ap-
peaied to his common sense

it acknowledged that the Jewish
people were, indeed. a *‘people " Pos-
sessing a common past and c»lture,
they lacked only land, which is not the
essence of a nation The Jews were a
nation n =< ~d of a home

More than 400 years late: the Jew-
1sh peopt» and the legitimacy of their
nationaasm. are under attack in the
organization misleadingly .amed the
Umted Nations A UN committee
has voted 70-29 to declare that Zion-
1sm 15 a form of racism This move
was sponsored by Arab regimes and
was supported primarily by dictatori-
al regimes-—China and Chile. the Sovi-
et Union and Spain

1 refer to regimes. not nations. be-
cause given the nature of the regimes

of UN members. there are very few
nations — meaning people - repre-
sented there The vote censuring Zion-
Ism was a vote by numerous regimes.
representing nothing but themselves,
against a single nation Israel

The UN majonity of diotatorial re-
gimes 1s guilty of many things. but not
of sincerity Those regimes know that
Ziomsm. far from being racis'n. is an
especially defensible form of nation-
alism

Zionism~ .he word was first used
publicly in 1892—is the belief that the
Jewish people. having come this far
through a umquely hazardous history,
deserve a common future. And it 1s
the beltef that a natio .al homeland is
important to that future.

Zionism appeals to Jews who be-
heve that. since emancipation in the
19tk century. a Jewish state is the
only alternative to assimilation and
loss of wdentity Zionism also appeals
to Jews who feel that they. like Ital-
1ans and Germans anc; Americans and
others. can more easily. more '"natu-

rally” achieve personal fulfillment in
a nation state that embodies their
~ommon culture

And Ziomsm 1s supported by many
non-Zionist Jews who are not anti-Z1-
onist. but who believe that Jews
everywhere will be more secure. cul-
turally and physically, if a Jewish
state exists as an embodiment of cul-
tural values, and as a potential ref-
uge.

To call Zionism racism 1s to assert
that Jews are held together. where
they are held together. by ‘‘racial af-
fimty.” whatever that means. And
1s to assert that Israel is an expres-
sion of racial. as oppesed to cultural—
and especiallv religious—cohesion In
fact. Israel 18 a religious state
somewhat the same sense that Span.
after a series of concordats with
Rome, 15 = Catholic state Every na-
tion’s laws are to some extent author-
itative expressions of values. and Is-
rael’s laws are ancnored ir. a particu-
lar rehigious expression of values.
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Zionism like the Itahan Risorgi-

mento like German nationalism, like

| a lot of other things 1s a product of

| the French Revolution. which inject-

‘ ed into Eurcpean htstorv the 1dea of a

people attaming true fulfillment only

through a revived nation Zionism be-

came, as it were. self-conscious. ac-

quiring a name a literature and a

leadership at the end of the 19th cen-

tury 1n the hevday of philosophic na-
tionahsm

Ziomsm became a fighting faith in

response to resurgent ant:-Semitism

respectally the Drevfus affair that

was one manitestation of militant na-

tionalism Nationahsts attacked Jews

as "'a nation within the nation ™

The original Zionists completely as-
stmilated the great obsession of the
19th century—nationalism And today
Israel 1s, arguably. the clearest exam-
ple of cultural affinities, as opposed to
ractal principles or coercion, as the
basis of national organization

Most U N members are police re-
gimes Many of these regimes rule
over ersatz nations Many use their
energtes to pound together human ele-
ments that lack cultural affimties To
such regimes Israel. a real nation. is
erther unintelligible or a reproach
Regimes resting on force are bound to
find fault with the rich legitimizing

Hartford Cuourant,

sources of Israel's nationhood

Israel became a nation after the
U N was born. But in a sense Israel 18
one of the oldest nations (with Egypt
and China) represented there One
hundred Years hence. if historians
bother to remember the UN at all,
they may remember i1 as a mob of re-
gimes representing force without le-
gitimacy. all power and no authoritv,
venting their rage against one of the
new nations truly represented there *

Genrge F. Will. Trinity graduate and
Washington-based conservafive, laught
polihical science before becoming a na-
tional wniter in January, 1974,
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However, not Al American _’L‘\V\ .Lgrccd with
the lack of traditton i the Reform movement
and a sphit developad between the Reform Jews
and the Orthodoy Sepharding who dung o tra-
dion Many of the Germnan Jews did notaceepe
the Roform mrerpretation Those who tavored
the contmuation af radinon. though dentified
as German because they had been cducated
German. otten came from Poland and Austra-
Hungary . They had not gone through the same
acculturation procosses that the German Jews m
Germany had undergone and were not et 1eady
to throw ott thar rdigious tradions The Con
servative movement of the late oighreen hun
dreds had grcat appeal to many ot the anmn-
grants trom castern Furop because at provided a
means of retaming a Jewnsh dentity while inte-
arating INto AMCTICIn soueey

Historicallv Judaisn has been aochgion that
strcssed scholarship and Tadmnd sendy - The
Hasadic movemont of castorn Larope rased the
~tatus ot the common poople by de anphasizmg
dic importance of scholankip and by rovitahemg
Al of the vanons tolk wavs ot the rdhision m
warch all could parnicpate The Hasidun are al-
wavs abdicd wltra orthodox, but mothar case
the torm orthodoy tahes an a new meamng

in addinon to bumz aacheon, Judwsm s

collocoon of contunes of tolk custams o1 tra
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dinon. These folk customs provide the non-
religious Jew with a lmk to his or her ethnie
identity . Hanukkah, Passover, Punm and Sukkot
are celebrated as folk Lohdays even though they
have rehiglous connorations. To  the Orthio-
dox Jew, a" aspects of Judaism are essential and
cannot be separated.

Orthodoxy The Orthodox pomnt of view 1s that
the Torah 1s the divinely revealed law that God
gave to the Hebrews, and the Talmud s the
authontative word of the rabbis and no extranc-
ous factors can change this. This 1s the cruaal
concept of Orthodoxy . that man has no right to
change laws that God Himself gave to Moses.
Orthodoxy in the United States 1s composed
mamnly of the castern European Jews, their off-
spring, and the Scphardim. In 1898 the Ortho
dox Jewish Congregational Union was estab-
fished by a Scphardic rabbi, Henry Pereira
Mendes, and the following basic principles of
Orthodosy wore set down
We believe i the divne revelation of the
Bible And we declare that the Prophets
m no way discountenanced  ceremontal
duties bue only condemned the personal
hife of thuose who observed ceremonial Law
but duregardes the morals. Ceremontal
Law 18 not optatine, 1t s obligative. We af-
firm our adherence to the acknowledged
codes of our Rabbis and the 13 prineiples
of Mamonides. We believe L that we are
to be united with our brethren of ahien
farths i all that devolves upon men as at
zuns but that rehigioushv, e monights,
COroiunie s, Id&\\'s Ml&{ dmmm“,. W are
separate and must ranam separate moac
the
have soparatad vou trom the nations, to be
minc” And furthar, o provent imsunder
standine concornmg Judasim, we reatfirm

cordance wath divine dodaravon,

out behict mothe commg of the Mossiah,
and wo o protes azamst dhe admission of
prosciyvtes meo the told of Judaism without
We protest
merely

cireumoision and  manersion
the that
reliztous st and mantam that we arc

AT’ [ We o dre

natton.  though  temporanly without 4
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national home. Furthermore, that the
restoration to Zion s the legitimate aspira-
uon of scattered Israel, in no way conflict-
mg with our loyalty to the land i which

we dwell, or may dwell, at any umme.

The Orthodox Jews interpret the Torah hiter-
ally and their hives are centered around follow-
ing every duty and law found therein The
duties begin as soon as the person opens his
eyes 1n the morning and thanks Go for restor-
ing and retreshing his soul As cleanliness 1s
next to godliness, a ritual 15 made of washing
the hands before meals Before and after every
meal a grace 1s smd  Everything that an Ortho-
dox Jew eats must be Kmber (correct according
to law) The specitic Kosher dietary laws are
called the Kahrur  Mear must be properly
slaughtered by a thocher under the conditions
prescribed 10 the Talmud. a minimum ot pain
to the ammal and the ehmination of blood The
meat must also be fiee of disease and 1s usually
well salted Shellhish and pork are forbidden.
Milk products are not to be served with meat
products, nor are the same dishes to be used for
both Many Jews who keep Kosher are now us-
g non-dairy creamers on the same table where
meat 1s served  Keepmg a Kosher home re-
quires two sets of dishes, one for mear, one for
dairy, and two special sets that are used only
during Passover

There are many ourward symbols worn by
Orthodoy Jews. A tonged garment called a
TN Vrha Kanfot
tenorly s worn as anundergarment to remind

or fnrmcrl) worn  ex-
the Jew that ho s comscerated to serving God
with lis whole bemg. fefllor are worn on the
forchead and on the arm or and durmg morn
iy prayers. which inuse be reated before cating
or working I ddinon o the Teflln, g prayer
shaw! or 1 dur s worn ducng morning prayers
which raay be reaited moprivate but 1ty prcfcr-
ible for the wenhipper to go to the sy nagogue
coomeet with o Vonvar of at Teast ten males over
the age of thuteen, Pravers are recited three
vmes o day 0 Hebrew. durmy which time the
hicad must be covaed. Before retimg, the ob-
servaint Joew pravs for paaceful and ondisturbed
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rest and repears the Shema, “Hear O Israel, the
Lord our God, the Lord is One.”

Women do not usually participate in the reli-
gious services and are seated separately from the
men in the synagogue. Their main duties are run-
ning a Kosher home and raising the children.

Contemporary Amer.can hfe poses new
threats to Orthodox Judaism which has been
outnumbered by the Reform and Conservative
denominations. Studies have shown thar (here
are less than one millhion Orthodox-affiliated
Jews in America out of the six-million Jewish
population of the United States. Approximately
one million belong to Reform temples and a
slightly higher number to Conservative syna-
gogues. 10 Half the Jews in this country are not
affiliated with any congregation.

Most of the Orthodox Jews, including the
Hasidim, are found in large urban areas like New
York City, Philadelphia, Boston, Chicago, and
Los Angeles.

Reform Judaism: Due to various civil reforms in
Germany in the eighteenth century and the re-
sulting opportunity for acculturation, the Jew-
ish pcpulation of that country dropped much of
their- Yiddishkeit {Jewish ways) and adopted the
German language and way of life. A new inter-
pretation of the Judaic religion was needed in
order to keep pacc with the new life style of
Germany'’s prospering Jews.

Moses Mendelssohn 1s often called the father
of the Reform movement in Germany. He was,
however, a strict observer of the Mosaic laws and
was ot himself a reformer. But Mendelssohn
did pave the way for the movement by advocat-
ing a secular education. A school for the secular
education of Jewish children was founded in
Berlin in 1778 by David Friedlinder, a leader in
the development of Reform Judaism.

Lrom the latc eighteenth century on in Ger-
many and Holland a series of reforms were intro-
duced into Judaism, including the usc of German

10. Membership in a particular congregation
should not be cquated with adherance to
tradition or to a specific sct of rituals.
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instead of Hebrew 1n the synagogue service. This
attempt to conf~ n to a more “Christianized”
way of worship aroused a conflict between the
Orthodox Jews and the new reformers. Ortho-
dox rabbis cven turned to the civil government
to help them stamp out Reform Judaism by pre-
ferring charges against them. But the spirit of
reform was in the air, both in religious and gov-
ernmental matters and it continued to grow. By
the mid 1800’ the movement was well estab-
lished and had spread to England as well. When
the German immigrants brought their Reform
Judaism to the United States, it was able to
fully flourish.

Isaac M. Wise, (1818-1900)

As more and more German Jews caiuc to
America, they could no longer be absorbed by
the Sephardic synagogues, and the rift between
Orthodoxy and Reform Judaism increased. Dis-
tinguished German Reform rabbis arrived with
the immigrants to help them establish their own
temples. One such rabbi was lsaac Mayer Wise
who is considered the father of the Reform
movement in the United States. When he first
arrived in 1846, Wisc became rabbi of an Ortho-
dox congregation in Albany, New York. When
he started to modify the service along Reform
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lines, opposition arose, the congregation spht,
and a Reform tumple was soon established.
Eight years later, Wise moved to another Ortho-
dox synagogue n Cincinnat: and gradually intro-
duced reforms there, this time without causing a
schism. This congregation soon became one of
the leading Reform temples in the United States.
Wise went on to organize two Reform news-
papers in Englsh and German, and laid the
foundation for the Hebrew Un:on College which
ts the main Reform seminary i this country.

Services in Reform temples resembled Pro-
testant church services. Women were allowed to
sit with the men and have since those carly years
achieved total equality. Organs were introduced,
Hebrew was replaced by Enghsh and mixed
choirs of men and women were formed. Men
were no longer obliged to cover their heads in
the sy nagogue.

The basic behef of Reform Judaism s that,
while the moral doctrines of the Torah are
divinehy given, the ritual laws are man made. Re-
form Jews. therefore, disregard most. if not all
of the Virzror Judaism has becoine g code of
cthics rather than a religion m the traditional
sense of the word.

Onc of the main departures 1n theology from
Orthodoxy 1 the statement that “the belief
m bodily resurrection has no religious founda.
non.” Jews have traditionally beheved that our
physical badies will be resurrected. This b lief
accounts for the fact that Orthe ' Hx Je vs do not
permit autopsies or organ ‘ants or any
other kind of munlation of the bo.y.

Ar cven more hberal offspring of Reform
Judaism, called Ethical Culture, was developed
by Fehix Adler in 1876 at New York City . Adler
said that Christian cthics and the moral teach:
ings of Jesus had supplanted the Torah and that
a new philosophy based on these teachings
siould be formed that would dispense with the
other teachmys of the Gospels as well as with
Judarsm  The Ethical Culture emphasized the
fact thar the question of the existence of God
was only secondary, that the duef am of hie
was a lofty cthical philosophy, aud that man's
divine nature could be exposed through cthical

conduct. The Ethical Culture is not considered a
Jewish denomination and does not adhere to
Judaism, even though the founder and many
members arc Jewish.

Reform’'s liberal platform aroused a negative
reaction from many Jews who believed that
Judaism indced needed to change somewhat
to conform to a new environment, but who also
beheved that the total disregard of tradition and
ritual would endanger the enure Jewssh denuty.

Conservative Judasm: Onc of the most out-
spoken opponents of Reform Judaism was Isaac
Leeser, a German rabbi of the old Sephardic
synagogue 1 Philadelphia. In an effort to devel-
op a conservative form of Judaism that was flex-
ible and yet loyal to authentic traditions, Leeser
and s successor, Sabato Morais, founded the
Jewish Theological Seminary  Association 1n
1885. Elec en synagogues signed the onginal
Conservative charter but the movement had
only a few supporters and by 1900 six out of
the cleven had gone over to Refarm. Then some-
thing happened to change the ude for the Con-
scrvative  cause the great castern  European
migrations.

The castern European Jews faced many prob-
lems that ther carhier coreligiomsts had not
cxperienced. They came  huge numbers from
the closed society of the shterl and faced the
diletuma of having to choose between the discip-
lmed life of Orthodoxy on the one hand, or the
almost total rejection of therr Jewsh identity as
they percewved 1t. To be Orthodox would have
meant bemng cut off from the mamstream of
Atnerican culture, and these new minigrants
were anxtous to asstimtlate. Yet, Reform Judatsm
did not offer nuch n terms of the traditions
that they had left behmd i castern Europe.
German Jews did not have this problem because
they were German by culture: bemng a Reform
Gerinan Jew was much like being a German
Luthcran, But the castern European Jew was
Jewssh by culture and 1f Ins Yiddishkeit disap-
peared, there would be nothmg left as a basis of
entity . This was the fate of mary of the immi-
grants. In order to meet the challenge faced by
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the immagrants, rejection of tradition and the
subsequent loss of faith and 1dentity, Cyrus
Adler decided to try to revive Conservatism. The
Jewish Theological Seminary was restored and 1n
1913 another Conservative organization was
established called the United Synagogue of
Amenca. Conservatism 1s based on the premise
that Judasm is the development of a divine
revelation throughout a changing human history.
Therefore, Judaism must also change vis.i-vis the
dominant society, but must stll maintan certan
oasic Torah laws. Conservatism 1s, therefore , sull
in the process of changing.

This flexible, middle-of-the-road brand of
Judaism appealed to the new immigrants, as it
offered them the chance to be Jewish in the
home and synagogue. and American in puthc.
Many Conservative Jews keep Kosher at home,
but cat Trefah {non-Kosher foods) out.

One of the most disruptive forces i American
Orthodoxy has been the change in women’s
status. Conservausm offers women a chance. not
only to sit wath the men, but to also participate
actively in the service. Although in most Con-
servative congregations women still do not read
from the Torah, there 1s a growing trend to per-
mit them to do so.

The woman plays a vital role in the preserva-
uon of folk customs and rehgion in Western cul-
turc, so 1t 1s rcasunable to assume that the
equality Conservatism offers to women will be
an important factor in the continuation of the
Jewssh rehigion i this country.

In talking with vanous people durmg this
study, several different reasons for joning a
Conservative  synagogue have  emerged. One
woman. highly educated and ndependent, feels
that she has as good a knowledge of the Torah
and of Hebrew as any man, and, therefore,
should be allowed to participate i the service.
At the same ume, she understands the impor-
tance of continumg the traditions and customs
that are an essential part of her culwre.

Another man ndicated that he joned a Con-
servative synage gue because he needed to prac-
tice the religious traditions as well as the ethics
for his own peace of mind. This was his own

contribution to the perpetuation of Judaism.
Others stated that they attend the synagogue
closest to their home and that 1t makes no dif-
fercnce 1if it is Reform or Conservative.

One woman, a sccond-gcncration Russian Jew,
explained the progression from the Orthodox
congregation of her parents to the Reform
temple they now attend:

My parents and those of my husband, who

came from a small village in Russia, were

Orthodox. We kept Kosher when 1 was

small, but gradually the Kosher cating

Labits were discarded when we were out-

side the home. After my husband and 1

were marricd we never kept a Kosher home

at all and ve joincd a Conservative syna-

gogue because it was more to our taste than

an Orthodox one. When we moved to
another city, we joined a Reform temple
because most of our friends belonged and 1t
was more convenient. We celebrate Passover
and go to the temple on the High Holy

Days, but I stopped lightung the Sabbath

candles as soon as our youngest son became

Bar Mitzvah,

Many third-gencration Jews feel a need for a
Jewssh identity that would be endangered by the
luss of traditionahsm, and are tuning to Con-
servatism. There is also a growing trend n Re-
form temples to return to a more conscrvative
approach, thus lessening the gap between the
two dcnominations. Reform  synagogues are
opening all-day Jewish schools of their own, and
the use of Hebrew in worship services is reap-
pearmg.

The Reconstructionists: The Conservattve move-
ment has given birth to an offspring that. because
of 1ts hiberal theology. cannot be identified with
the Conscrvative denommnation.  Started by
Mordccar Kaplan 1 the 1930, Reconstruction-
1sm was built on two mam principles: one, that
Judaism 1s a cvihization, not just a religion, and,
two, that the survival of Judasm is contingent
upon its contiuous reassessment of the religion
in terms of the here and now. The jews were
unmique, said Kaplan, in makmg ethical conduct
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an essential part of their national ethos. The pro-
phets made ctlncal behavior a condition for the
natton’s corporate cxistence, and the teaching of
cthical values to others was Isracl’s great mission
to the rest of the world, Historically the Jews
believed moand practiced ethies because 1t was a
commuandment,  In the
LORTUTY, Sdy the Reconstructionssts, man i find-

Godganen twentieth
g it mereasmghy cifficalt w believe moa per-
sonal supernatural bemyg who looks down from
above and judges cach human heart. Therefore,
man needs to redefine his motvations and his
purecpnion of God

When 4 Sabbath  praver

book which mcduded moditied versions of trads-

Reconstructiomst

tonal pravers and new hiturgieal matenal was
published m 1945, Kaplan was ¢ xcommumcared
by one orgamzanon of Orthodox rabbis  In
1954 he tounded the Foderatton of Reconstrue-
tonist Cangrezaitons and Fellowships, which
drew constdorable membershizp, There 1s now o
Reconstruc ttonist Rabbmical C(;Ncgc m Phila-
Jdidphia, assocared with Fumple Umveraity, and
ther are soveral Roconstrucnomst fllowships
throughout the country that conduct strvices
moowhneh creativy and

wapertmentationoarc

SET \s\'\i

MAGIC AND SUPERSTITION

When discussing superstition, 1t 1s important
to remember that 1t 1s often difficult 1o exactly
distinguish between superstiious behiefs and re-
ligion. The belief in supernatural bemgs and
demons 15 as old as Judarsm nsclf. Certamly
magic and folk practices assocrated with such
beliefs were not unique to the Jews. Every cul-
ture  developed its own sct of superstitious
behefs and folk customns. The ancient Jewish
folk beliefs were a combmation of contempo-
rary sccular customs of their cultural environ.
ment and biblical teachings. Some of these folk
behefs and customs were sanctioned by the
rabbis and gradually became religious tradinon.

With regard ro superstitious use of charms,

tahsinans and mcantanions the sages had

one general rule. ot 1tas used as a practical

cure or rentedy, 1t s penmissible, butf that

1 not the mtention, 1t s forbdden.

The Talmud Shabbat 674

Jewish mvstics placed great emphasis on the
powers of the God of Israel The use of amulets
to protect against the powers of evil was wide-
spread and became traditional 1n some cases

Almost cevery people as had uncasy wdeas of
demons or spints that operate through the “evil
eye.” Jewish mothers were no different from
m therr destre to proteet
the ewil eye. The phrase
“against the evil cye” was

non-Jewssh mothers
then  dldren from
kene hora, maanmg
uttcred  trequentls o ward off ewil spmits.
Kene hora was always sard immediately afeer a
comphment was given. This ineant that the
comphnents were genume and were not given
envy . for at was believed that the evil eye was
caused by jealousy. Iy order to protect a ¢hld
from the evil eve, Jewnh mothers would often
te a red nbbon on the nb, or put salt and a
crumb it a dnlds pocket to placate any
zobhn that nnght come along,

The Scphardic women m partrcular adopred
many of the folk customs concernig the sprrie
world of the surroundmyg calture. Wise old wo-
men who were summoned to hidp cure the sick
were called pav or aunoes. The ma concocted
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various herbal teas, chanted incantations, and
helped ward off the ewvil spirits. According to
legend. a barren woman could be cured by eat-
ing sugar from the Rosh Hashanah table. Oreg-
ano tea cured insomnia or fear. The evil eye
could be dealt with by casting cloves of garlic
nto a firc. or throwing salt into the air while
offering chants in the names of Abraham, Isiac
and Jacob. A child’s room was strung sometimes
with a garland of garlic. Maimonides claimed
that spit was cffecuve against the evil eye.

As the world became more sophisticated. the
belief 1n evil spirits or demons decreased. How-
ever, there are certain customs related to such
beliefs that have concdnued among the fews.
The term “God forbid” (Chas vesholem in
Yiddish) 1s still repeated to ward off any evil
spirit or undesired happenstance. “Be carcful, or
you'll fall and break a leg, God forbid.” Some-
one once said that you can tell a Jew by how he
answers the question, "*How are you.” If he says
“Fine,”” or "Couldn’t be better,” he 1s not a Jew.
It 15 an old behief thar ewil spirits were attracted
by good luck or good health. The typical reply
was “Not bad.” or “So, s0.”

Other customs that continued until fairly re-
cent times were associated with death, such as
covering the mirrors 1n a home after a funeral 1o
prevent the ghost of the dead from snatching
away one's soul from the mmage n the mirror.
Many ttmes the name of a person near death was
changed 1n an effort to deceive the spirits and
save the Iife. Yankel, which is the Yiddish equiv-
alent of John Doe, was the name commonly
adopted by the dying person.

L Y L

When an Israch plane lcaves New York, the
plot grects the passengers with these words:
“Sholom aleichem. ladies and gentlemen, and
welcome to El Al airhines. 1 am your pilot,
Yankel Mandelbaum, wishing you a happy tnp
which we certamly expect to have, God willing.
And if by some remote chance we do run nto
trouble. God forbid, do not panic, keep calm,
Your lite belt 1s under your sceat, God willing.
Wear 1t 1 the best of health

Exorcism became one form of Jewish magic
in the sixteenth century, after the Kabbalsts
launched the idea of the transmigration of
souls.!! There were two types of Jewish magi-
c1ans: the folk magician who was a person deal-
ing with therapeutic cures, love potions and
charms, and the male scholar who dealt with
words and texts used in amulets. The latter was
called on for exorcism. This man had to be
morally blameless, and a skilled mystic.

In Jewssh folklore. the Dybbuk was the soul
of one wandering 1n limbo to atone for his sins,
which sought refuge in the body of a living per-
son. Possession by a Dybbuk usvally lasted only
unul the deccased person’s sins verc atoned for
by a good deed by the Dybbuk. It then left
voluntarily. Exorcism was needed only if the
Dybbuk was evil, or if 1t refused to leave after
performing a good decd. A formal procedure
was followed by the mystic to cast out the
Dybbuk. Once accomplished, the victim then
had to wear an amulet to prevent repossession.

A magical symbol that was common in Jewish
folklore is the hand or Hamsa, symbolic of the
miervention of the unwerse 1n human history
The Hamsa 1s sull popular today in the Middle
East. It usually appears with palm outward, all
five fingers extended pointing to the heavens.
It was uscd to banish the forces of evil. It 1s said
that when a husband or wife “gave the ewil eye”

11.The Kabbulah refers to the esoteric and
mystical teachings of Judaism. including ideas of
cosmology, angelology and inagic. The Kabbahists
beheved that every aspect of Judaism has a
symbolic mysticism surrounding 1t and they
were constantly trymg to nterpret the symbols.
The Kabbalists were most active from Talmudic
times through medieval umes, trying to manipu-
late the physical and spiritual worlds through
the medium of the sacred names of God and of
angels. They adapted many of the customs of
the surrounding environment to include in their
own “‘white magic.” The activities of these Kab-
balists m part attributed to the Chnstians' ac-
cusattons that the Jews were sorcerers who
caused much grief and bloodshed
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to his or her spouse, the victim would merely
raisc a hand, palm outward, say the word
“hamesh” (fve) and the evil cye would be
removed.

The study of folk bel:efs of any culturc 1s
fascinating. particularly when they are so inter-
twined with religious customs. In the case of the
Jewish rehigion. though often denied or dis-
approved of. traditions 1n superstition and magic
constitute an interesting aspect of this muln-
faccted heritage.

..
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The Hanseo
THE SYNAGOGUE

Before the first Temple was bullt by King
Solomon. Jews worshped before the “Ark of
the Covenant.”” which housed the scrolls of
Moses' laws The ark was kept 10 a tent or taber-
nacle and a special hereditary pricsthood offia-
ated dunng the worship ntuals. When the
Temple was build in Jerusalem, the ark found a
permanent home.

After the Babylon-ans destroy od the Temple
and sent thousands of Jews as slaves to Babylon.
they continued to observe their religion but in a
different manner They met in one another’s
homes to study the law, sing songs. observe tra-
ditions and pray. Jowish worship took on an
entirely different aspect. trom one of ritual to
one nfﬁtudy .

When the Hebrews returned to Jerusalem,
they rebude the Temple, but continued to gather
n order to study the Torah. so special nceting
places were built throughout Palestime. The
word svragoy mclassical Greek means an as-

sunbhy place
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Each synagoguc had its own set of Torah
scrolls, kept 1n a niche in the east wall of the
building. A lamp was kept burning at all times n
front of the ark that contained the scrolls. No
special pricsthood was required. Community
leaders bore the responsibility of supervising the
affairs of the synagogue. Thesc leaders. clected
by the community, were called Parmas or Gabb.,
and thar orders were carried out by the Sham-
mas. a sort of caretaker.

The synagoguc soon became the nucleus of
cach community, serving as a faciliy for wor-
ship, Talmudic study, educanon, social affairs
and as a shelter for strangers. In the middle ages
it b(‘camc Cus[()mafy to perfurm marriagc cere-
monices and funcral services in the synagogue
courtyard.

Services were coordinated by a Hazzan, a
functionary who decided who should read from
the Torah; and a Cantor, who chanted the
prayers. Gradually the Hazzan took over the
duties of the Cantor and 1n ume the two offices
merged. Today the terms arc used synony-
mously. In 1975, America’s first woman Cantor
recewved her diploma from the Hebrew Union
College 01 3acred Music.

In the United States the synagogue has con-
tinued to be a very important part of Jewish
community life. As umes have changed, the
synagoguc has had to expand to keep pace with
these changes. Facihties were needed in order
to teach Hebrew to the children and to provide
them with a Jewish education, so classrooms
were added and became an important part of the
structure. In the twenticth century social halls,
gyms and nurseries were added to provide any
service that might be needed by the community.

Synagogues  are  independent  institutions
formed by a voluntary associarion of members,
usudlly incorporated as 4 relugious body. Each
has 1ts own by laws. officers and procedures for
raising funds.

Architccturally the structuses represent all
different forms. from classical or Gothie to the
ultra-modern. Whatever the style of archirecture,
all synagogues display a Magen Dard. the six-
sided star that has been the symbol of Judaism
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for centurics. The facade s usually nscribed
with the name of the congregation, and may
sometimes display the two tables of Moses' law.

The Rabbi: The rabbr, teacher-scholar, s the
rehigious leader of the Jewish community, de-
votng much or all of his tme to serve the needs
of his congregation. Although most of the syna-
gogues in the United States have full-time rabbs,
there are some. especially i small towns, that
can't afford to hire a full-tince rabbs. In order to
conduct a worship service, there need be only a
murtyan (ten qualificd Jews over the age of thir
teen;. the rabbr las no sacramental or inter-
mediary  function and so 18 not essental to
SCTVICLS.

Just as there are Sy nagogues without rabbn.
there are also a groat many rabbis without synd-
gogues. An ordamed rabbr mav teach 4 g uni-
versity  or suntary . admmster Hillel o unda-
tens on colloge Lampuscs. or work for a national
Jewssh organization. Many rabbis work m totally
unrclated ficlds, bue fnay be called on o pur-
f()r”'l COTemones \llﬁh d% 4 ln‘lrrhl.{:{' of funl'rd'

Beth Shalum. Elkins Park. Pa
1959, Frank Loyd Wright

There are eight seminaries for trarning rabbis
in the United States affiliated with the three
main denominations, as well as a Reconstruc-
tionist seminary 1n Philadelphia. After gradua-
tron from college, a rabbintcal student acrends
semunary, usually for five years of intensive
study. Orthodox synagogues may accept stu-
dents with an equivalent advanced Yeshira edu-
catton A Yeshiva s a Hebrew school where
Talmudic scudies are stressed.

Although a few women now acrend semi-
nartes, there were no women rabbis unul 1972,
when Sally J. Priesand became the first woman
rabbi n the history of Judaism. As women
achieve more and more equality in che syna-
gogue, chere 1s every reason to expect this trend
t continue.

The Service The form of the worship setvice
does not vary appreciably in Orthodox practice.
However, in Reform and Conservative groups it
may vary from synagogue to synagogue. In Re-
form and most Conservative services men and
women sit together. There may be organ music
and sometimes a mixed choir Refurm mer usu-
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ally do not wear the traditional Yurmulke or
Tallir I Orthadox synagogues nstrumental
music 15 not permitted on the Sabbath or Holy
Days and the sexes are scated n separate areas
The one tradion that remains the same 10 all
services v the central prayer. the Shema, "Hear
O Israel. the Lord our God, the Lord 1s One ™
During tae Friday evening Sabbath service tn
Retorm svnagogues, there are Scripeural and re-
spomsive rewdings, pravers, songs and a sermon
In the sanctuary, usually on the eastern wall,
1s a dour or curtain behind which s the ark
Instructions for housing the Torah were given
to Moses "And thou shalt make 4 verl of blue
and purple. and scarlet and fine twined linen
and the verl shall divide unto you berween
the holy place and the most holy " (Exodus
26 3 1-34
During the service the curtain s drawn aside
and the Torah scrolls are exposed  Each s cov-
ered with a cloth and has a silver crown with

YIDDISH
The Ashikcnaznm producd therr own umque
Janguage . qust as the 8¢ phardin had developed
Ladiio or fudcsmo Yiddnh derived from four
ma clemonts Hebrew, Slavie, Loer 1a Jewish
verston of Okl Frandh and O Teabiany, and
medieval Germanie dialices that supply about
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bells on one end of each of the rollers. Each
week at the Sabbath service the Torah is read,
and the congregation stands as the Torah s re-
moved tor the reading The last reading of the
year 1s a special day of rejoicing called the
Stmbath Torab

In traditional synagogues the Torah reading
15 chanted in an ancient melody that has been
preserved through a special note system called
“trope,” which are symbols written above and
below the Hebrew words Each symbol has a
musical value The trope, however, do not ap-
pear on the Torah scroll, so must be memortzed
from another source A pointer or Yud 15 used
by the reader so he will not lose his place or
touch the Torah

The Torah scrolls, prepared by specially
trained scribes called Soferrm, are handwritten
on Kosher parchment, and although there are a
tew scribes 1n the United States, most scrolis

now come from Isracel

Lorah scrolls and Y ad

eighty-five percent of the votabulars . The Jews
who  had serded in Charlemagne’s empire
developed o vernacular that was a mixture of
Loce and Hebrew. The fews ot central Europe
contmued to use Hebrew in pray rs, religious
ceremontes and when rcading the Torah, vut




they spoke their uwn vernacular This vernacular
was written using Hebrew letters, from nighe to

left.

During the pogroms of the First Crusade at
the end of the eleventh century, the Jews fled
from France and the Rhineland to southern
Germany, Austria and northern lealy There
and 1n eastern Europe where the Jews settled in
the fifteenth century, many Slavic words and
expressions of local ongin were incorporated.
Y.Jdish flourished 1n the ghetrs and shretl envi-
ronment of Europe and became the expression
of the Jewish soul and culture

Many people considered Yiddish, hinguistical-
lv speaking, a vulgar tongue. the barbarous
language of the ghetto. It was not understood at
all by the Sephardin, was ndiculed by the
sophisticated German Jews, and has been reject-
ed by Hebraists in the dspora and i lsrael,
where Hebrew s the offical language. Second
and third generation  American Jews  have
regarded Yiddish as remimiscent of a medievai
rehigionand considered 1t un-Anterican. However,
1n recent years there has been a renewed mterest
in the Yiddish language and culwre. To the
castern European Joewish umongranes. Yiddish
was an cssential part of thew Jewishness. 1t was
the “language whose precious jewels are undried,
uncongealed Jewish tears.™ 11 L. Peretz,

A distinctive Yiddish hrerature grew out of
the tacdieval Jewish ghetto. Great centers of
Yiddish cultuie sprang up i castern Europe m
the fiftcenth century and later i the Unmited
States when the castern European jews import-
ed therr Yiddishkat™ to New York Gty After

fi et a s e

In Tol Aviy onoastreet corner a mothar was talh
ing Toudh to bor sonm Yiddish The boy kepr
horan Hobrew, Fach ome the mother
le(i A
passerby whe ovarhoard sadl Lads o why do
vou mstst that the boy talh Yaddish istcad ot

She rephed.

dTsWe rin

BhVITR
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o

Yookl answer me o Yaddsh,™

Hobrow ™™ Bocause | dont want

I e boract ho s a fow
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World War [, New York City became the most
mportant Yiddish literary center 1n the world,
and the Ywo Institute for Jewish Rescarch was
founded there to prescrve and  disseminate
Yiddish literature.

Much of this litcrature deals humorously with
contemporary Jewish situations. The short story,
ancedote and joke arc prevalent. The Jewish
philosophy of life 15 summed up i Yiddish pro-
verbs and epigrams.

Better rummed ten tines than dead once.

Man strives and God laughs.

God gives food to the rich and a good

appetite to the poor.

A fool grows without rain.

If God were hving on carth, people would

break His windows.

A job 1s fine bue 1t interferes with your time,

God loves the poor and helps the rich.

Fools generally have pretty wives.

Sholow Alcrihen

Yiddish writers hke Sholom Asch, 1) Singer,
I B. Singer, and Sholom Aleichem have become
very popular o dhe Unmited States. Sholom
Alcichem, the pen name of Solomon Rabmowite,
wrote a4 series of sl\urt stories about Llugh.ll)lc
character named Tevy e, who bocame known to
the world « agh the filin Liddler on the Roof

Music was an ctfective CXPression uf the Yid
dish Lu,turc. Fn“\songs dre LIH()[I()HJI‘ thd&r.
distinctive and often humorous, Even the most
oy ful Yiddish songs arc moa mnor hev,

Many  Yaddih
War il Sh\‘(t()\.

songs were born e World
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S'DREMLIN FEIGLE
Words and Music by Lealt Rudnitzky

In Nazi occupied Poland, the Germans herded
hundreds of thousands of Jews into ghettos.
People sing under any condivrons, and the Jews
in the gheteos were no excepuon. They sang of

therr sorrow and their suffering and of charr
hope for frecedom. This 1s one of the many
songs that came out of the ghettos in Poland. It
1s 2 haunting lull-a-bye sung by a young woman
10 4 child chat 1s not her own, She has seen both
its parcaes slaughtered by the Naz. but she
contiues to sing 1t to sleep. 2
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singt. Loo - o - Loo - o = loo.
Stz den vigle voo geshranen,
Oisgeflocheen faon ghek.
Oon dein mameh, o1 dein mameh,
Koome shoin kayn-mol me tzunk, )
Translation

Lu-lu...

Ch'ob gezchn den taten losten,
Oonter hogel foon sheain

1ber felder 1z gefloigen,

Zewm far-yosemter gebain,
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Birds are dozimg on the branches,
Sleep my dear heele one.

At your crib on an old wooden bench.
A stranger sigs to you

There was a time when your crib

Was woven out of happmess

But now vour mother, olt, vour mother,
Wil never return,

1 have seen your father runnmy,
Under a hal of stones.,

And has far and lonely wal
Flew over the ticlds.

12 All of the songs appearmyg m this curriculum
gude are reprinted conrtesy of Swg Out, The
Folk Song Magazme. Oak Publ.. New York.
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ZOG NIT KEYNMOL
We Survive!
Text by Hursh Glik
English text by Ruth Rubmn
Arrangement by Robert DeCormier

Hirsh Glik poet and partisan, was born in
Vilna in 1920. Durning the German occupation,
while confined to the concentration camp I wyse
lake. he wrote several poems which won him a
prize from the Vilna Ghetto. In 1943, all the

WU Beep Frrting
- Er

Jews n L'ayse I'ake were brought to the Vilna
Ghetto and Ghk jomed the parusans. At that
tme, wspired by the Warsaw Ghetto Upnsing,
he wrote this song. It was unmediately chosen as
the official hymn of the Jewish underground
Parusa  brigades. When the ghetto was hqui-
dated, Glik was caught by the Gestzpo and sent
to a concentration camp in Esth~ma. During the
Red Army’s offensive in the Baluc area, Glik
escaped from the camp to nearby woods, where
he died fighting the Germans.
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Chotsh hamlon blayene farshean bloye wy,
Kumen vt noch undzer Oy Sgcbe nkte sho,

Svet a poyk ron undser ot e zavinen do!
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Fun grinem palmen land by vayon Jand fun
shney,

Mir kumen on st undzer payn, e undzer vey,

Un vu gefaln sz asipries fun undzer blat,

Shprotsn vet dort undzer gvure undser mut.
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S'vet di morgn-zun bagildn undz dem haynt,

Un der nechtn vet farshvindn mitn fayne,

Neir oyb farzamen vet di zun un der kayor

V1 a parol zol geyn dos Iid fun dor tsu dor.

Dos ird geshribn 1z mue blut un nit mit blay,
Sz mit kayn hdl fun a foygl oyf der fray,
Dos hot a folk tsvishn falndike vent

Dos lid gezungen mit naganes 1 di heat.

To zog nit keynmol az du geyst dem letstn veg,
Chotsh himlen blayene farshteln bloye teg,
Kumen vet noch undzer oysgebenkee sho -
S'vet a poyk ton undzer trot — mir zaynen do!

Translation

We must nover fose our courage m the fighe,

Though skies ot fead turn days of sunshine mto
mghe,

Because the hour tor which weve vearned will
yetarrive,

And our marchimg steps will chunder: we

survive!

From land of palm trecs to the land of distant
snow,

We have come with our deep sorrow and our
woe,

And everywhere our blood was innocently shed,

Our fighting spints will again avenge the dead.

The golden rays of morning sun will dry our
tears,

Dispelling batter agony of yesterycars.

But if the sun and dawn with us mll be delayed,

Let this song ring out to you, the call instead.

Not lead but blood inscribed this sang which.
now we sing,

It's not a caroling of birds upon the wing,

But a people midst the crashing fires of hell,

Sang this song and . Lught courageous ull it fell’

So we mus aever lose our courage 1 the fight,

Though skics of lead turn days of sunshine into
mght,

Because the hour for windh we've yearned will
yet areive,

And our marchiay steps will thunder:

we survive!

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

83



VI AZOY TRINKT A KEYSER TEY?
{How Docs A Czar Drink Tca?)

5 Much of the folklotc of 19th century Russia
dealt with the satiric zttitudes on the part of the
peasants towards the mysterics of the private life
of Royalty. Out o that heritage of Yiddish
humor comes this folk song.

Em
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Ra - boy-say, ra-bey-say, cha - cho-mim un a bregl Chyel
aych

Am m Am B? Em Am_ En
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freg-n, chvelaychfreg-n! Frey shuyn, freg shoyn, freg!  Entflert al - le
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cyf mayn shay-le vi trinkt a2 key - ser tey? Menemta hi-te-le

Am Em

tsu-ker, un me machtindema lechele,unme gist 2 -rayr.heysevassor.unme
Am B:-; Em

misht, un me misht. Oy ct a-zoy,uy ot a-zoy, trinkt 2 k y - ser teyl

2. Raboysay, raboysay, 3. Raboysay. raboysay,
Chachomim un a breg! Chachomim un a breg!
Chvel aych fregn, chvel aych fregn! Chvel aych fregn, chvel aych fregn!
Freg shoyn, freg shoyn, freg! Freg shoyn, freg shoyn, freg!
Ettfert alle oyf mayn shayle: Entfert allc oyf mayn shayle:
Vi est a keyser bulbes? Vi shluft a keyser bay nacht?
Me shtelt avek a vant mit puter, Me shitt uwn a fuln cheyder mat feydern,
Un a soldatl mit a harmatl Un mc shlaydert arayn ahintsu dem keyser,
Shist durch di puter mit a heyser bulbe, Un dray rutcs soldatn shteyen un shrayen:
Un ueft dem keyser glaych m moyl arayn, Sha! Sha! SHA!
Oy, ot azoy, oy, ot azoy Oy, ot azoy, oy, ot azoy,
Est a keyser bulbes. Shluft a keyser bay nacht! .

El{fC‘ g5
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1. Masters,  masters, bevond  compare,

T want to ash a quostion, Go ahead and ask,

Sagey

All ot you answer my question. How does a
czar drink tea?

You take a loaf of sugar and vou make a hole
.

And vou pour m it hot water, and you mix
and vou mix,

And that’s the way a czar drinks tea!

2 Samw as Ist; up to.

How does a czar cat potatoes?

You raise up a wall of butee-,

And a soldier with a cannon

Shoots a hot potato through the buteer
And right into the mouth of the czar,

And that’s the way a crar cats potatoes!

3 Same as Istand 2nd) up to:

How docs aczarsleep at mghe?

You till ns bedroom tull of feathers

And vou throw the czar o e,

And three divisions ot soldiers stand ouraide
and vl

Sha' Sha' SHA!

And thats the way w czar sleops ar mghe

A Short Glossary of Commonly Used
Yiddish Words ™

There are many Yiddish words toat have been
meorporated tato our own Amencn English
Thoy are hoard mosthy o dhe urban areas, but
Amcrican tleviston and Tiecrature, doteed with
Yiddish making  the
vouabulany acccsable o adl Te has boon gquored

exprossions, 1 rapadly

thit Websters Unabrrdged Dictionary cottarns

Al of these defimoons and dhe ancedotes ap-
puaring throughout the curnculum were derved
from Leo Rosten's The Jovs of Yaddii, o de
hghtflﬂ and humoroos dicoonary of Yiddish
vorabulary aud jokes,

500 Yiddish words commonly used n the
English language. such as shmaltz, shlemel,
shlep. chutzpa, yen.a, kvetch.

The following 2re terms that are m frequent
asage today. Mcat spellings are phonetic, but
there are a few things to keep in mind regarding
pronuncianion. The ch combination 15 pro-
nounced as if you were trying to dislodge a fish-
bone from your throat while exhaling with ycur
mouth open. {Those who speak Swiss German
will have no trouble). The er ending of Yiddish
words 15 pronounced air. an ef 15 hke a long
wn English. and 1 15 pronounced as a long ¢ 1n
English,

Baleboostel (pronounced bala-bus-ta) - an excel-
lent homemaker. a female manager, a bossy
wolllan.

Bichee {rhymes with goody ) - a term of endear-
ment, wsually used between members of a
farmly .

Bubelelt (rhymes with good-a-la) - licerally mcan-
g grandmother used as a term of endeannent,

Cluezpa - gall, brazen nerve, The dassie defim-
von 1s the qaalinn of a person who, having
Mlled hss parents, chrows himself on the
merev of the court because he s an orphan,

(pronounced far-blawnpity - lost,
mived up, off tee track

Furpotdikcet (pronounced far poten-hie) -sloppy,
messed up.

Favgedeh (rthyimes with may -bellaj - means heele
bird. sweer hieele giel, also used e deseribe a
homose vual,

i arblondye

Gelt - money,

Gewondhiant Goow healeh s uttered after a
SHLC/E,
Ceralt

“Govale, what happencd®™.a cry for help.or

dh L‘\lel".l[l()ﬂ. A Ty of fear as in

aery of piorest as m Gevalt, Lord, enough
-

d'r(.'.ld\

Gontf, Gonef, Gonor  thietia dlever person,an
mgenous child, o dishonest businessman: a
mischicvous,  fun lovimg  prankster, The
Dictionary of Slang and Unconventtonal 'ng-

Ish, Macmillan, 1961, states that gorf has
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been used 0 Eng'und since 1835. lts many
meantngs depend on the contextn which s
used.

Goy Goyim<plural} - anyore who ts not a Jew
A young male goy is called a shavgets, a fe-
malce 1s a shikseh

Kibutz - to comment while watching a game, to
joke around: to tease: to carry on a running
commentary  while  another 15 working.

Klutz irhy mes with nuts) - a clod, or ddumsy per-
son; a bungler.

Kretch - to squeeze, pinch. to fuss around, to
fret or complain, Also used as a noun, some-
one who kvetches 15 a kverch, kvetcher or
kvetcherkeh {a femnale kvetdh;.

Mazel - tuck, good luck. Mazel tor - u)ngr.nuh—
uons or thanks ro God,

Mensh - a human beang, an honorable person.

Mioshugge  crass, absurd. A crazy nan s a
mushuggener  a crazy woman 1s 4 mushug-
gench, that's & 2razy 1dea or a mushu_zench
dea.

Mebech Nebbin

Means d'dS, poor thlng, unh)rmn.ltc])'. As

d5 dl IH[L‘I’JL‘L(I()II. e - Il

noun, means a nothing of a person, a loser, an
unfortunate person.

Noush - a snack, a udbit, a bite. A nosher 15 one
wlro noshes or cats between meals.

Mo, vie®, M - the most frequently used Yaddis
word, an mterjection, mterrogation, Cxp]ctlvc.
Nu® - well. how are thugs with vou, what’s
new? "l need the money ... nu?” (how about
1t?: I'm going to the dentist.” "Nu?™ {what’s
the hurry 75, Nu ts such a common expressior
that 1t 15 someume used to denufy Jewsh-
ness. Instead of ashing “are vou Jewish®”
one can simply say “Na*”

Ntk 4 pest, 4 wag. 4 bore, an obnovous
nutsatice

Oy Oy Ov' g lament, an imterjection of
dismay or debght. Oy vy oh, wee, o
patn. oh my goodness. Oy T dida't expect
you.™  surprise . Oy, gesddt, how you'v
changed.”™  fastoanhment,. Ot hues.”
smoderate pam,

isher - a young mexperienced person, still wet
behind the cars

O
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Plotz - to burst, explode; to be outraged. (Past
tense 1s plotst.) “I'm so a* gry 1 could plotz.”
“She laughed so hard she alinost plotst.”

Schlenuehl, schlemiel, shlemuel - a fool, a born
loser, a clumsy person.

Schlonazel - a ver, unlucky person for whom
nothing goes right. It 15 said that a schlemichl
spills soup down the back of a schhimacel: or
that when a schlimaczel sells umbrellas, the sun
comes out.

Schmaltz  cooking fatigood luck, luxury . corny;
excessive or overdone. “He fell nto a tub of
schmalz, he's so lucky.” “She ccrramly ¢
in for the schmalez,” “His speech had a htele
too much schmaltz in e

Shiksa - a non-Jewish girl or woman.

Shlep - to drag or carry: to move slowly or
lazily . a slow-moving nebbish. **I shlepped all
these packages home from the store.” “Hurry
up. don't shlep along so slowly .

Shnook - . umid scllemichl. a pathetic but
hkable person.

Shnoz - a nose; a large unatiractive nose.

tochis, tuchis, someumes abbreviated 1O a
vulgar expression {er rear end, posterior, but
15 so commonly used it 1s becomimg accept-
able. TOT 1 a more genteel way of saying
“let’s get down to brass tacks.”

Techotchke, teatvke - a ik nack, a trinket: a no-
body: a loose woman. a problem. a wound.

Yokl - 4 seupid person, a greenhorn, a yohkel a
newcomer to the Umted States who 1s taken
advantage of,

Yenta - a woman of low onigms or vulgar man
ners, ashrew., a gossipy worman

Yontf - holidey . a eelebrasion, “Good yonof to
vou '

Zaftig, pronounced sofuy - ey . a plump, well-
rounded woman 1s deseribed w 2afhe

Theater

Equally 1important to the castern European
Jews was the Yiddish theater windh helped dhem
to bridge the gap berween the shitet! and life in
America. The inost popular presenations weee
operettas and musicals that dealt wich life i the
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tenem nts and sweatiops One of the most
wolized actors of Yildnh dheater was Bors
Thomashetshy, who otten appoarcd with b
wife 1n musicals. Described as dark. handsome
and  heavy  set. Thomashefshy gave George
Gershwin hs time job as a composer i the
Yiddish Natonal Theatar The audionce toved
the actuts, music and drama, and participated
with enthustasin, langhing, hissmyg, cheening and
applavding.

I 1887 there were siv tall cime Yiddish
theater ensembles i New York Ciey . plus several
road companes, which dramaozed the writings
ot European plavwnghes Tike Sholom Alciches
«nd Abraham Goldfaden, and othor writers such
as L L. Perets, Porete Hishbemn, David Puiska
and Sholem Ascit. Yiddsh versions of Hamle
and Othdlo were also presented  Jacob Adler
was 4 fvonte as a Jowssh King Lear

The Yiddh Art Theator was tounded by
Maurice Schvarsz m 1918, That vear Austrian-
born Paul Mim jomed Schwartz's troupe and
ten vaans later he wont to Holly wood swhere he
becarm o popular film swers dheater cnrcrnane
ment was so popular among the jowsh mum
Jrants that by 1928 there wore taenty tour
Yiddish dhcaters in the United States, ddeven ot
whoaoh were i New York Cren .

The vastern Buropean Jows” assimilation how
LVLT w2 LwiEE Process and as the use of Yia
dsh waned, e dhearor dsappoared Todas
thire reman iy a fow Yiddsh dheatrica
cnscmbles whndh portorm nenodically o As the
Yiddish theator Lt most ot s imporsance,
Jewsh Americans torned thar talonts o dhe
Jicction ot Be adwas and the Calitorna

vk gnd sy

The Yiddish Press

The Yeddiov pross was conond o the A
canizatiom St ot Furopom ymmerantes I
whiits g oo b aows end cdvesrads dhe Yaodde b
pyn s mren ko baur Amencan
Ctetoths aned srore s, about b New York s
Taact Baa Sod theg ;\wl)",ilu{ aticl s on
,“\:H Thoth hl\[')r’- llll; TOve DIVERRG ot U(d ot

[ 1. ';1‘ [RRRRRLE T RS AR LR NN I;) et o atrates
O
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They also provided an outler for the Hourshimg
jJournabsin and antelleceual aconvity among the
unmigrants. Many of the Jewish Anerican pocts
and novehists began thar areers with the
Yiddish press. Enghsh words were mived m
with Yiddish vocabulary, creaning an even ncher
lanuage

In 1916 there were tive Yiddish dadies
castence, the largest and mose mfluential of
whneh was the Jea ot Dady | oneard, founded in
1897 and edited by Abraham Cahan.  The
Lontard was owned by the Forward Assour-
ation. whose members were unpad. Profies
were channeled back mro the paper and lacer
mto a Yiddish radio stanon which today sup
ports the paper, At ats poak 0 1917 the Hor-
ward, 4 sucnabst onented newspaper, had a
arcvlation of abour 237000, Todav nost ot
1ts sevents thousand readers are elderdy and aes
future s uncertam, The other two Yiddish
nowspapers sull i exastence are e Moy
Dredient, a0 progressive paper, and e
meoter fowaal an orthodox nows journal. Al
three of those mowspapos arc printed m ASew
York Citn

Thore arc several book publishors that spe
cohize o Yiddish hoovatare The most nn-
portant of tham arc the Conoad Yaddish Calrare
Organizanion and v YRUT Publishers both i
New Yark Cus Iue Zadaonfr s the most -
pottant of the Yiadesh STNTRPSTITEN

Winle the Yaddsh Luguaze pross has de
hinad Jowash publicanoms m Baghish T
mercascd  Today thore e alimost two hundrad
Jovish noswspapos and ponoacals publshod
the Umrad States The Yaddsh pros whion
save b vo o romarkable collicnion of pocery,
dramae and froon, oo |\.¢\u! the way for the
pch Guanty o Amcncain Joaash bt that

todlowe d
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JEWISH AMERICAN LITERATURE

Novels and Short Stories

The thematic content of Jewish hiterature has
changed over the vears as the Jewish situation
America has changed.  In 1867 Nathan Mayer
wrote Differences, a novel about the Civil War
and Jewssh participation on the side of the Con-
federacy Among the best novels dealing wath
Jewish characters of the 1880%s were those by
tHorey Harland who wrote under the pseudony m
ot Sidney Lusha, Harland was not a Jew, but his
work was among the most mterestmg dealing
i
Wrirten 1 g Jove story of a Gorman
My
philanthropic character of some
I'he
Yoke of the Torali s constdered Harland's most
sigmficant work

with the hfc of the German Jews m America
It has
Jewish musican and Uncle 1 lormmond
deserbes th

New York Jews who protected an orphan

Fhe hero s a German Jew who
falls m love with g Chrstan giel, but is foreed by
by Loyt mairy a0 Jewssh woman - He dies
soon atterward of a broken heart

Althog b o] h

Jothic Jowash hecrarure deals
-
with bt the castern Gtics, particalarfy New

g bult
York, there were somn authors who wrote about
Ehas Tol cnhin wrote
about Jownn parnapatian m the vinnmg of the
Wost o ftiree
t,0d of \Ilg[ll

Furopuan Jows e othar ditics wore also por

the westward Cypansion

dreves, Honse of Conrad, and

The struggles o the castern

tacd o oneneds sueh as bsaae Kahn Fricdman's
the tucky Nionher about the (hu.lgu g‘lctt()

As the Russan mmmigrants started to pour
e Now York's Tower Tast Sude. new prublcnh
arose and the thones of the Jewsh Amancan
neors ad scones dhangd The conflice b
racen cotorn cultarcand rddigoos traditon and
the new soaal statos ol the Jows m America
provided good subpctmateer tor Jowsh wnieers

at tho rarn of the conturv. Mary Anan wrot

Heo Ivomsod  Fand an autobiographical ac
connt ob the ourncy of Russtan Jews to Amcr
i She dhowrote [ rom Pofond te Boston and

br Cher oty hoth about tin
{he Garos of

4 colliction of

fiay o Ruodl
Juswist imnigration Cxporie
"

ol by Hormn Bornstom

=
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short stories about the castern European Jews.,

Twentueth  century Jewish American liter-
ature concerns Jewsi-Gennle relationships, the
problems of success and idenuty, meermarriage
and asstmilation.  In 1917 Edna Ferber pub-
hshed 1Tamny Herself, the story «f a Jewish
busmess woman named Fanny Brandess, who,
after bemng accepted mto a totally Gentile
commumty, suffers wath the dilemma of 1den-
uty. In 1925 Ferber’s novel So Big won the
Pulitzer Prize for ficton, making her the first
Jew to recene that honor,  Eera Selig Brudne
wrote about Jew-Genttle relations in The Fug
tiwe, (e of Us, The Tether  In Lattle Con-
serpt, Brudne desenibes the suffermg of a Jewish
soldicr m the Russan army, e Island Witlun
by Ludwig Lewisohn portrays the conthet
between the generations because of accultur-
atton and the ultnnate Toss of Jewish tradinions.

In 1917 Abraham Cahan, author of Yekl and
the Lmported Brdegroom cditor of the
Yiddish vewspaper the Joenh Daly 1 orurard,
wrote Hhe Roe of Dard Levonky, a classic
newel showr o Rusam fowsh immgrant’s rise
from povirty to wealrth i New York's garment
dusers and the high costot his success.

with the change m theme cann the gradual
mtr()dun.tlnn ot the v pue of JL‘\\I\II humor (hat 15
so much 4 part of contemporary Jowish Amer-
jean hterature One of the first writces to use
humior was Montagi Glass who created the
characters of “Abc” and C Mawruss' a1 g series
of volumes over a ponod of taenty years, Two
of the most successtul women writers who used
llu‘ l).l(l\(!rdp of (hx Lower East Sl(il' wuere
Famne Hurst, primanly g shortstory writer, anid
Anzia Yesiorsha, also a shore stors weiter who
produccd two novdds of sumticancy, Salone of
the Toncmonts and Broad Goran

Socrl roform was a popular subjeet for the
tooon writers m the carlv 19605, The Wor-
duppars by Henrs Bernuan iy about dhe hves of
Russian meclccruals 1 Now York i, oand
Comrade Yot pottiavs o Jowess who started in
o \\\Ld[il“)" -l”(’ fose Lo ll.l(!l r\'”}‘ m [hl' Llh()l‘

Uions,

J0
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Contemporary Jowish wniters such as Phibip
Roth, Bernard Malamad, 100 Salnger, and
Herbert Gold continue to deal with Jewish iden-
(435 and mterrclations, otten m a comieal Wdy.
The Jowish mother s trequently the donumatng
and she becanie the
subjecr ot a graar deal of Jewssh Amcrican

character o the home
hiterature.  In Roth's fortnoy s ( U)Il’!ldnlf and
Coodby e Colimbus, w Herbert Gold's T ather
and Bruce Jav Friedman's 1V Vorhor's Roes,
the Jewnsh maother 15 exposed moall her mys--
tujue,
traming manual on How 1o Roa Jewsh Muther

Dan Greenburg wrote a humorous

The stories of Isaac Bashevis Smger, written m
Yidduh and trarslated meo Englsh, reflect
Jewish hfe m dhe shiretl as well as m America.
His stories, often steeped an Jewnsh folklore,
have appeared m The Nae Yorker, ©squre,
Houpars Conmmentar and I’I.J_\i)()_\ MAgazuIes,
Singzer's stortes ot Jownsi ffe m New York are
coltececd modhiree books, U Erend of Rafka,
short Ireda and Hi v i

In the 19305 whan Jowsh
suabsided, the Jowish Amoncan writers tooh thar

Illlllllf_{r-![l\ﬂ‘.

subject matier trom aocs other than New York,
saul Bcllow's The Vdvonturcs of Vg Marchis
abuut a Jowssh bov trving to make 1wt through
the Deprassion vears m Chicago, Myron Brinig
wrote thiree novels deabing with a Jewish family
m Maontana, Stiocrnan, Sens of ocrnan an’
e it Book op Vhchadl Smypcrman Law
retiee Drakemn Don e Call Yo ¢ lorer wrote about
Ve enh tamty o Milwanhoc,

Other wniters who have wrirten about Jowsh
hte o the
Norman Mater 1

Nalod arad the Doad The Proadennad l‘.l;n ™o,

Amcrican (\\\'H[iklil COtiTY A

Vinerean Dircam i

Croam Potok The chowy The Promse VI
Name o Ve Loroand bodbe Doy
Hennv Roth ol ar Secp . Maunce Samuel

Wallane i
aned Mchaed

Edward L

Huvear Soaoon

15t ‘.smu’ [t oriree st
Parenbrobor i

Cooded oo~ Bathcn Voo,

The Dramatists

The tradition of the Yiddish theater provided

K] EW& L

1

Yng around tor the Toash playwrighes of

X

the 1920° and  930's who have contnbured
smmeasurably to _he Amencan theater,  The
playwrights followed the same pattern as the
novelists, writing  about cconomic  struggles,
social protest, and general themes ot secular
America.

Chtford Odets was one of the first of the
Jewish plavwrights to receve national acclann,
Golden Boy was the story of an ltalun youth
forced by poverty to abandon.a musiaal carcer
for prizefighting. In dweake and Suig. a Jewnh
famly 15 caught i the cconomic struggies of the
Depression. Others who wrote about suffering
i the Depression Era were Ben Heche, Irwin
Shaw and Pulitzer Prize wmner Elmer Rice
Street Scene

Some of the playvs became musicabs such as
those of George 8. Kaufmau, another Puliezer
Price Of thee 1 Simg, written with
Morris Ryvshind, set to muste by George Gersh-
win, recetved a Pulitzer Prize for the best mu-
sical play of 1932,

Lilhan Hellman, whose Little 7 oaes recewved

wittier.,

much atrention, wrote one of the bese tragedies
of the century, The Cluldren < Hour S0 N
Behrnan, aothor of Lid of Sunvacr, Wine of
Choice and The Second Man, becane a popalar
comedy  plivwright of the 1930 1 1934
Sidnes Kmgsley won the Pulitzer Prize for the
best drama of the vear for Ve WWhite

There have been other Jewish plaswrights
since that time, such as Arthur Miller and David
Belascu, but 1t s bevond the s ope of this wint
to mddude them il

Freoon provides an attractinve approach to the
study of ethmaty and 1t can also torm the
basis of an mquirs that uses the tools ot the
soctology ot hiterature, Study umits for sceond-
anv students may be organizad trom the fol-
fowmg hat of works which ar available
moxpensive paperback editions,

Saul Bllow, the VYdienturos of Yuge March
New York.  Viking Press, Compass Books,
1961,

Aagie March s a Jowssh boy sty Jos wits to
mahe 1t through the Depression i Chicago. His

J1
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experiences could be compared with those of
the Insh youth, Studs Lomgan, at about the
same ame and with other accounts of inmmigrant
lLite 1n Chicago. Two other books by Bellow are
Herzo¢  New York  Fawcett, 1965 and Mr
Sammler s Plnet New York, Viking, 1973,

Abraham Cahan, 1he Ruse of Darid Levosky

New Yorh. Harper and Row, 1966

This classic. tirst published 1 1917, was the
first major novel written by an American -
myrant i Engl::h. Set m the Lower East
Side of Manhattan, the book contains examples
of Jewish values and socaal customs during the
carly 1900%. Another of Cahan’s works, Yekl
v ale uf the New York Gherto, New York.
Dover, 1970, deals with the warmshing of an
immigrant’s dreams o) prospertey and well-bemng.
Herbert Gold Tathicrs Now York. Faweert,

1972

Three aonuratrons 1 a Russtan f‘nml) are
examined i this novel. The father seruggles to
assimilate and become completey American,
while his son disapponts hin by prefernng
many traditiond) Jewish values.
Michael Gold, Jew s Brathout Money New York,

Avon. 1973

This nonvel biret came out m 1930 and s g
collection of sketches of Jows i New York
the 19207 It places a naturalistie e hasts on
crane. prostituton and  enemont conditions

Mever © v, The Old Busdi New York

Avon, 0.

This s a rather lengthy book i which oxper-
enees of 4 group of Jewsh young people
growing up m Chicago m the 1920 arc traced
over a twehewvear penoa The processes ot
abandonng traditonal Jewish val os for those
ot the mnddle are stressed.

Amcncan class

Bernard Malamud, 1he Yoavtant New York
Dell. 1971,
A jownh grocer and bis family strugghng o

survve m their urbn scenng are robbed by a
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voung orphaned Ronmuan Catholic boy.
story traces the boy s relationship with the
grocer and his final conversion to Judaism.
Another of Malamud’ books, e Tenants,

New York.  Pocket Books, 1972, 1s also an
excellent study of the ethnic and racial conflicts
on Manhattan’s Lower East Side,

Robert Nathan, [lhere s Another Heaven,

Indianapohs Bobbs-Mernll, 1929,

This 15 4 rather liumorous novel about a man
named Lewss, born Levy, who converts to
Christiamity, then dies and 15 conducted through
a comical heaven, Other novels by Nathan that
describe Jewish hfe and ideals are The Bishop’s
Wife, Road of lges and Ome More Spring.

Samuel B. Ornitz, Hanneh, Paunch and Jowl
An Anonymouns lutabwgraph_v New York:
Pocket Books, 1968,

First published 1 1923, ts novel 1s about
the nse of Meyer Hirsch trom a member of a
street gang to becommng a crovked lawyer at the
turn of the century .

Chaun Potok, the Chosen New York  Faw-
cett, 1968,

The wontrast between Genman Jews of the
European enhghtenment and the Jews from
castern Europe devoted to a mysueal sect s
conveyed e this study of two boys and therr
fathers. It explores the values connected with
Haskala and Hasidie tradions m the Willhams-
burg section of Brooklvn m the 19407%, 1 he
Promisc 1y a sequel to The Chosen Two recent
novels by Potah are In the Bognoung and VL

Name s bhor Ta

leo € Rosten tleongrd @ Ross, pseud.
The Tducatwon of Hypwn kaplan New
York  Harcourt Brace Jovanovich, 1937,

Humorous shetches urlgm.l”\ published the
S Yorker about a night school Amencan-
satior ass  Rosten s also the aathor of The
Retnrnt of Hyman Raplan and numerous non-
tiernon books.
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Henry Roth, Call It Sleep

1934,

This 15 a rather long and socually sophisu-
cated novel about David Schearl, a fewish
immigrant  boy, that describes the poverty,
parental conflicts and streer gang violence of
life among Jewish immigrants. The language and
style are difficult.

New York® Avon,

Philip Roth, Goodbye, Columbus and Other

Stories New York. Bantam, 1973.

A novella and several short stories comprise
this bestseller which 1s concerned with aspects of
contemporary Jewsh life in America. One of
the stortes 15 “Eli, the Fananc™. Eh Peck, an
asstmilated Jewish lawvyer, 1s hired by a Jewish
commumty 1n a New York suburb to try to
evict an orthodox school for retugees from therr
community.  In the process Eli becomes in-
volved with the moral 1ssuc and tries to help
the retugees and rediscovers his own lost Jew-
ishness.

1]. Singer, Fhe Fanuly Carnovsky New York.

Harper and Row, 1969,

Th« nte.esting novel 15 about a German
Jewssh familv who had onginally come from
Poland. Grand’ather Carnovsky shed his native
Yiddish and adopted the German language and
culture He and the nexe two gencrations of
Carnossky's considered rhemselves totallv Ger-
man. What Nazism rthreatened Jewish survival
i Germany, the Carnovsky family immgrated
to New York

which s oan mteresting study of Jewish culture

Singer also wrote Yoshe Kalb

Edward L Wallant, e
York  Manor Books, 1969
Thyy novd concerns a Jewish pawnbroker i

Now

ruenbroker

Harlom whose acadomic carcer i Poland was
the Holocaust  After an act of
coloned, the horo, Sab N sennan, recaptures

‘i\.slrinktl b‘v

hf\ PUFP’)‘\L n ]l\“’u
In addiien 1o the novdds and short stores,

thore an o great many plass that deal with the

fuanh copenanes e the Uniead States Many

creattve learning activities may be developed
from a study of some of these plays.
S.N. Bchrman, Wme of Choice New York,

1938.

Binkie Niebuhr's family escaped massacre in a
Russian pogrom because his mother was an
excellent cook. He becomes the darling of the
Long Island “*horsey sct” and concerns himself
w'th only food and s fricnds' love affairs.

Ben Hecht, and Charles MacArthur, Twentieth

Century, New York.

The uproarious story of the attempts of Oscar
Jaffe, & Netv York Jewsh producer, to prevent
his star actress from joming up with any other
producer.

Howard Sidacy, Yellow jack, New York, 1933,

Busch, a young Chicago Jewish soldier 1n the
Spanish Amcrican War, offers to assist in the
experiment to discover the cause of yellow
fever.

Arthur Kober, Havmg Wonderful Trme, New
York, 1937.
Jewish girls and boys on therr vacation
provide the matenial for this comedy

John Howard Lawson, Success Story, New

York. 1932.

Gmsberg, a voung mar from New York's
East Side, nises 1n his firm unul he ousts his
former cmpl()}cr. He 1y .1cudcnt.1“y killed b)
his former sweetheart

Clifford Odets, fraiimg for Lefty, New York,
1935
A onc-act plav about Dr. Benjnun, a New
York cak dnver whose tather read Spmova, but
who had to peddle neckties to make a living,

Elmer Rice, B, the Peopl | New York, 1933

A Jewish professor s noade o feel that ann
somitism may fid a place mn college admns-
tration i thie play about the DPepression,

0
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Irwin Shaw, The Gentle People, New York,
1939,
The trials and wbulations of the Goodman
family and thesr friend Lammonowitz who get
involved with a small time rackereer.

Augusta Thomas, 4s a Man Thinks, New York,

1911,

This 1s onc ot the first plays about upper class
Jews. The play deals with the household of a
Jewisk physician and their relations with therr
Cnnstian neighbors.

John Wexley, Thev Shall Not Die, New York,
1934.
A Jewssh attorney goes to the South to
defend a group of blacks who are wrongly
accused of a cnime.

Poetry

Poctry has always been an important expres-
sion of Jewsh thought. The Psalms, the Song of
Songs and the prayers of the Jewsh liturgy are
prime examples of Jewish prose.  Countles:
poems about the Promised Land, the Bible. the
Sabbath and God have been composed by the
Jews in the draspora.

In the United States, most of the Jewsh lit-
crature was in th- form of a novel or a short
story, but there have also been nany notabie
pocts.

Penina Moise, a Sephardic Jew from Charles-
ton, South Carolina, wrote poems that appuared
m magazines and sewspapers i the carly 188067,
Many of her poems dealt with American history,
but Hymns Wetten for the Use of Hebrew
Congregations s usually  considered her best
worh.

Hallcluja' May our race
Heirs of promise ard of grace,
Enter Heav'n beyond Life’s goal,
Blessed Canaan of the Soul!
Penina Moise
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Adah Isaacs Menken, poetess and noted
actress, was outspoken and dedicated to the
Jewish cause, She had a rather turbulent life,
which included three marriages, and was one
of the first Americans to apprectate the work
of Walt Whitman. Her poem ‘“Light for the
Soul” shows her frustration over the sufferings
of Jews in other parts of the world.

Light for the Soul

Do we not live in those blest days,

So long foretold,
When Thou shouldst come

to bring us light?
And yet I sit in darkness as of old,

Pining to sce
That light, but thou art sull far from me.
1f thus 1n darkness ever left

Can I fulfil
The works of light, while of hight bereft?
How shall I learn 1n love

and gentleness sull

To follow thee?
And all the sinful works

of darkness flee?

Adah Isaacs Mcnken

Shortly after Menken's death 1n 1868, a book of
her poctry cntitled Infelicia was published which
was dedicated to Charles Dickens.

Emma Lazarus 15 described as the most
outstanding Amernican Jewssh poct of the
mincteenth century. She was descended from an
old Scphardic New York family and published
her first collection of poems, Poems and Trans-
lations, 1n 1866, at the age of scventeen. Her
next book of pocins, Admetus and Other Poems,
published several years later, was dedicated to
hcr friend Ralph Waldo Emnerson,

£mma Lazarus' carly pocms were romantic,
but later works reflect her reaction to the mas-
sacres of Russian Jews.

T'he Banncer of the Jew
Oh, for Jerusaicm’s trumpet now
To blow a blist of rhattering power
To wake the sleepers lugh and low
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And rouse them to the uigent hour
No hand for vengeance -- but to save
A million naked swords should wave.

Miss Lazarus is most famous for the poem
nscribed on the base of the Stazue of Liberty,
*The New Colossus.”

"

/s
' yud, . o0 \‘\'{:‘\ \
Emme, , 7’"1/’/1.”,, BN )
1T L Y e,
S RN

The New Colossus
Not like the brazen glant of Greck fame.
With conquering himbs astride from land to
land.
Here at our sea-washed, sunsce gates shall
stand
A mighty woman with a torch, whose flame
Is the imprisoned hightning, and her name
Mother of Exiles. From her beacon-hand
Glows world-wide welcome. her nuld eyes
command
The wir bridged harbor that twin aties frame,
“Keep, ancient lands. your stories pomp!'™

cnies she

With sifent hps. “Give me your tred, vour
poor.

Yaour huddled masses yearning to breathe
frec.

The wretched refuse of your teeming shore.
Send these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me,
1 hife my lamp beade the golden door!™

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Since the tume of Emma Lazarus, there have
been a great many Jewish Amerncan poets.
Some of the immigrants of the late nincteenth
¢ tury kmited their poetry to Jewish topics.
Otners wrote about both Jewish and sccular
subjects. The development of Jewish poetry 15 a
very interesting study. There 1s httle change in
theme between Biblical poctry written before
the second century B.C., and the carly twentieth
century poetry of Jessic Sampter, Alter Brody
or Phihp M. Raskin.

Hark! my beloved' behold, he cometh,
Leaping upon the mountains,

skipping upon the hills.
My beloved 1s like a gazelle or a young hart:
Behold, ke standeth behind our wall,
He looketh 1n through the windows,
He peercth through the lattice.
My beloved spoke, and said unto me:
Risc up, my love, my farr one,

and come away.
For, lo, the winter s past,
The rain 15 over and gone:
The flowers appear on the carth:
The time of singing 1s come,
And the voice of the turtle 1s heard

1 our land:
The fig-tree putteth forth her green figs,
And the vines in blossom give forth

ther fragrance.
Arnse, my love, my fair one, and

come away,

Song of Songs 2.8-13

The Morning Prayer
When | get up in the morning
And rub my eyes m bed
I sce my father standing
With a tallis over his head
He stands by the old brown burcau
In the folds of the tallis draped,
£ind he looks like some wonderful statue
Of snow-white marble shaped.
Alter Brody
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Homeward
O, Mother, in the street today
1 saw an old. old man,
His eyes were sad: I stopped my play,
And to his side Iran:
Upon his back a heavy sack;
His beard was white, his eyes were black.

I touched this traveler's staff, | said:
“What have you m vour bag?™

The old man smiled and shook his head:
“My people’s load | drag:

The statf of farth 1s i my hand:

My son. i sech the HU') Land.”

“And who s King," | wondenng said,

The old man smiled and shook his head:
“His name | dare not speak-

But there my sack and seaff shall fall,

And Pl grow voong and seraightand all.”

With age he troubled as he spoke,
And sard  Fshall noc die”
Though worn and ragged was his cdodk,
He smd. A prince am 1,
My son, this wonder vou will sec,
He sard, “tor vou'll be there wiea me.”
Jesste EL Sampter

.o

As the vears passed and the trame of ref-
crence of the Jewssh writers was broadened,
much of the poetry they wrote deale with the
Jowish expenience e Amenica. An excellent
cvample would be Morns Rosenfeld, a Yiddish
writer who cimgrated from Poland m the 1880°s,
He carned a bvig working i New York's sweat
shops, occasionally tounng to chant his poems
hke o troubadour
rranslated by Professor Wienar of  Harvard.
brought him worldwide tame, Rosentedd died
m 1923

The Bible
Is 1t a book, aworld, aheaven?
Are those words, or flunes, or shinmg sears,
Or burning torches, or douds of fire
What s 1t 1 ash v the Biblc?
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In 1897 hw Book of Song,

l)s

Who nspired those infinite truths?
Who spoke through the mouth

of the prophet?
Who mapped out the highways of ages,
The glortous lines of the Scriptures?

Who planted the flowers of wisdom
In this sacred soil of the angels?
O dream of cternity —Bible —
O Light that is all and for ever.
Morris Rasenfeld
(translated from the Yiddish)

Morris Rosenfeld also usced Ins pen to protest
socal mjuseice.

Shoot the Beast!

for the Molly Muagnres shot down

during the Pennsylvaria coal strike
Don't spare the bullets! load your gun
and shoot the hungry miner dead!
A miner’s hfe 1s seldom done
the saine as other fotks —m bed.
A miner’s hfe what 1s 1t worth?
This year or next--let it be fimshed!
He 1s a creature of the carth,
vou Al a corpse: y ou won't be punished.

Why should a nuner fear the tomb?

Ha daylight ever glowed for hun?

A man who toils in total gloor

and hears the great walls Laving in!

A mncr flindh at d)mg’ no!

Just load vour gun, and shoot away!

The ground's Tus country - let him go.
not bother us another day !

What does he need, down in the me,
this shave whom sunlight never knows?
A home m which the sun can shine?

A higher wage? A sme of clothes?

O shoot away . don't spare the lead!
It's safe to shoot a numer dead,

Oh shoot agam, m case you mssed him!
No man wili hear, na god assist lnm,

Morris Rosenfeld
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The Sweat Shop
Corner of Pain and Anguish,
there’s a worn old house:
tavern on the street-floor,
Bible-room upstairs.
Drunkards sit below, and all day long
they souse.
Overhead, the pious chant their
daily prayers.

Higher, on the third floor,
there’s another room:
not a single window welcomes in the sun.
Seldom does it know the blessing
of a broom.
Rottenness and filth are blended into one.

Toiling without let-up in that sunless den:
nimble-fingered and (or so it seems)

content,

sit some thirty blighted women,
blighted men,

with their spirits broke , and their
bodies spent.

Scurfhead struts among them: always with
a frown,
brandishing his scepter like a mighty king;
for the shop is his, and here he wears
the crown,
and they must obey him, bow to
everything.
Morris Rosenfeld

The poetry of Charles Reznikoff, a Russiar.
immigrant, often contrasts the Russian civili-
zation and the American culture.

Autobiography: Hollywood
I like the streets of New York City,
where I was born,
better than these streets of palms.
No doubt, my father liked his village in
Ukrainia
better than the streets of New York City;
and my grandfather the city and

its synagogue,

where he once r:ad alcud the holy books,

better than the village

in whizh he dickered in the market-place.

I do not kaow this fog,

this sun, this soil, this desert;

but the starling that at home

skips about the lawns

how Jaunnly it rides a palm leaf here!
. Charles Reznikoff
David Berenberg wrote a long narrative poem
about a Jewish prize-fighter entitled ““The Kid”
which reveals much about the Jewish character.

Excerpts from *“The Kid”
A lion was Judah,
A lion was Judah,
Oh, Judsh was a lion
And he bactled for the Lord.

*“The Kid’s a wonder,
Boy what a left.

A couple years

And be'li put on heft.

A couple of years,

We'll be walking proud,
The Kid’s too good

To linger with the crowd.
A couple of years,

You can bet your hat,

The Kid’s a comer.

Watch us knock them flat.”

Here comes Bennet

In a bath robe, green;
Smiling, cool

And white and lean.

(But the wise men whispered
“Look at his belly.

That roll of fat,

It quivers like jelly.”

And they #miled to each other
Because they knew

That Bennet had nothing
On the Jew.)
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He walks like a King
In his own domain

Like the King at the height

Of a long, long reign.
And all who have come
To bid adieu

To the passing King
And crown the Jew;
All who hope

He will lick the Kid
And save the ring
From another Yid;
Fox and Wolf

And foc and friend,
Hester Street

And Mulberry Bend,
Riverside Drive

And Rutgers Square
Rise with a shout
To sce him there.
Rise with a cheer
That echoes far
From Helsingfors
To Alcalar.

And Bennet smiles
And waves his hands.
His eyes cmnbrace
The frenzied stands.

In Padua,

In Tunbuctoo,

In London Town
And Kalamazoo.

Fat men yawn;
“Let’s go to dinner.
It’s 2 onesided scrap,
The Kid's 2 winner.
Bennet is funshed,
The tale is old.
Bennet must have made

A pile of gold.”

they drink to Bennet,
They drink to the Kid.
They say: “He can fight,
The Yid.”

Now it is silent,

Still as death.

No single sound,

No panting breath.
There or. the floor
Lean, thin and brown
The fallen King

Has lain him down.
Slim in the light

Of mastery

There stands the Kid
For all to see

White for a King
And proud as Saul
When he was King
Over soldiers tall.

Dawid P. Berenberg

Louis Untermeyer, who has published num-
crous anthologics, children’s fiction and critical
¢ssays, did much to make poctry an integral part
of the English curriculum. He was born in New
York in 1885, wrote the novel Moses and many
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volumes of poetry dealing with love, social
justice and the welfare of the common man.
Roast Leviathan is his only collection of verse
that 1s particularly Jewish in subject.

Caliban in the Coal Mines
God, we don’t like to complain—
We know that the mne 1s no lark—
But—there’s the pools from the rain;
But—there’s the cold and the dark.

God, You don't know what it is—
You, in Your well-lighted sky,
Watching the metcors whizz;
Warm, with the sun always by.

God, if You had but the moon,
Stuck in Your cap for a lamp,
Even You'd tire of 1t soon,
Down in the dark and the damp.

Nothing but blackness above,

And nothing that moves but the cars—

God, if You wish for our love,

Fling us a handful of stars!
Louss Unterineyer

Two other Jewish poets of recent years who
should be mentioned are Karl Shapiro and Allen
Ginsberg, both nationally famous. In 1961
Ginsberg  published a collection of poetry
cntitied Kaddish and Other Poems, and Shapiro
wrote several poems about his hernitage, but both
of these poets write almost exclusively about
secular matters.

In addition to this bricf skctch of Jewish

octs, there are countless others of lesser fame
who should be investigated if one were to pursue
further the topic of Jewish poetry.

ETHICS AND VALUES

Judgism and Ethics

'ﬂw Biblc contains all of the behavioral codes
nceded to achieve a moral and cthical life, The
positive virtucs associated with Jewish social
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rules are charity, deeds of love, peace, truth and
humility. The cvils to be avotded are falsehood,
robbery, unchastity and murder. Hillel summed
up the six hundred and thirtcen Mitzvot of the
Law when he 1s reported to have replied to a
Gentile who asked to be taught the entire Torah,
What is hateful to yourself, do not do to
your fellow man. That is the cntire Torah,
the rest is explanation.
When asked which were the most important
commandments, Jesus rephed,
Love the Lord thy God with all thy heart,
and with all thy soul and with all thy mind.
The second is to love thy neighbor as
thyself (Matt. 22:36).
The Jews of the first century gave so much
charity to their “neighbors” that a rabbinical
council issued a decree limiting philanthropy to
one-fifth of their income, for fear that they
themselves would become needy.

Love 1s abstract and needs defiming. Jewish
ustice, on the other hand, which s said to be
the cornerstone of Judaism, has all been sct
down exphatly through the many prescriptions
found in the Torah and Talmud. Such justice 1s
praginatic and rational and 15 concerned with the
here and now. The result of following these
prescriptions 15 cthical conduct at Al tmes in
all things.




O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

One of the basic differences between the
morality of the Hebrew Scriptures and the New
Testament is the process by which faith and
good deeds are interchanged. Judaism states
that faith 1s important only insofar as it leads to
the proper actions. If one's conduct is ethical,
then one approaches the holiness that God
commands. Salvation 1s accomplished through a
moral hfe and good decds. The New Testainent
doctrine 15 that salvation is achieved through
faith., and that good works are the result of
faith. In both instances holiness and good deeds
are 1nseparable.  Paul, a Jewish leader who
became a fellower of Jesus, wrote, **Do we make
void the law through faith? God forbid, yea, we
establish the law.” (Romans 3:31)

Although the majonty of America’s Jews do
not practice all of the ntuals of the law per-
tammg to diet, dress and rehgion, ethical con-
duct remains foremost in importance, One
of the most tangible of all the Jewish ethical
virtues 1s Zedakah or charity.

Charity

“He that is gracious unto the poor lendeth
unto the Lord. and his good deed will He repay
unto him.” (Proverbs 19:17). The Bible is
full of instructions and proverbs about giving.
The Talmud contains speaific directions on
when and how to give. Do not give in public
so that you do not cmbarrass the recipient”
“What you do not give 1n charity voluntanly,
the heathen will take from vou forcibly.” The
Talmud also diwrected that Gentiles not be
diccrinnated agamst m the giving of cliany,
In ancient times all Jews were expected to
contribute one-tenth of their incomes to the
ncedy.  Even the recipients of charity were
taught tc share with those who were 10 cven
greater need.

AR R R A S L AR

“Our tzaddik (a learned community leader)
prayed that the nch should give more to the
poor-and already God answered half the
prayet:  the poor have agreed to” accept.”
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In the twelfth century, Maimonides defined

eight different degrees of giving:

“The first and lowest degree is to give,
but with reluctance or regret. This is the
gift of the hand, but not of the heart.

“The second is, to give cheerfully, but
not proportionatcly, to the distress of the
sufferer.

“The third is, to give cheerfully and pro-
portionately, but not until solicited.

*“The fourth 1s, to give cheerfully, pro-
portionately. and even unsolicited, but to
put st in the poor man’s hand, thereby
exciting in him the painful emotion of
shame.

“The fifth is. to give charity in ~uch a
way that .ne distressed may receive the
bounty, and know their benefactor, with-
out their being known to him, Such was
the conduct of some of our ancestors, who
uscd to tie up money in the corners of their
cloaks so that the poor might take it
unperceived.

“The sixth, which rises still higher is to
know the objects of our bounty, but
remain unknown to th.m. Such was the
conduct of those of uur ancestors, who
used to convey their charitable gifts into
poor people’s dwellings, taking care that
their own persons and names should

remain unknown.

“The seventh is still more mentor ous,
namely to bestow charity in such 2 way
that the benefactor may not know the
reheved persons, nor they the name of ther
benefactors. as was done by our charitable
forefathers during the existence of the
Temple, For there was in that holv build-
mg a place called the Chamber of the
Silent, whercin the good deposited seeretly
whatever their gencrous hearts suggested,
and from which the poor were maintained
with equal secrecy.

“Lastly, the eighth, and the most meri-
toriows of all. is to anticipate charity, by
preventing poverty: namely, to assist the
reduced fellowmnan. cither by a consider-
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able gift, or a loan of money, or by teach-
ing him a trade, or by putting him in k¢
way of business; so that he may earn an
honest livelihood; and may not be forced
to the dreadful alternative of holding out
his hand for charny. To this Scripture
alludes when 1t says: And if thy brother be
waxer poor, and fallen in decay with thee,
then thou shale relieve him, : ea, though he
be 2 stranger or a sojourner; that he may
live with thee. This is the highest step and
the summit of charity’s golden ladder.”

The methods and perhaps the motivations for
giving have changed as the American Jews
prosperecd and left the ghetto environment.
When the first Jewish settlers arrived in New
Amsterdam, they pledged to care for their poor
and bury their dead. As Jewish communities
were established around the country, a Hebrew
Benevolent Society usually appeared almost
immediately to collect and distribute charity to
the needy. In the mid 1800’ the Jews started
to build their own hospitals to serve a twofold
purpose: to care for the sick who were impov-
erished, and to make 1t possible for those
rehgious Jews who kept Kosher to avoid having
to eat forbidden food in secular hospials.
Among the hospitals that were built by Jewish
philanthropy are Mt. Sinai in New York, Michael
Reese in Chicago, Mt. Zion in San Francisco,
Beth Israel in Boston and the Cedars of Lebanon
in Los Angeles. All are now important medical
centers that scrve the entire community, Jews
and non-Jews.

After the hospitals came the orphanages, then
old age homes, homes for juvenile dehnquents,
impoverished travellers, or anyone 1n need. As
the Eastern European Jews poured into New
York and other ports of entry, more and more
organizations were founded to help them.
Money was generously contributed by the
Sephardim and German Jews who resented the
ncweomers because of therr lack of education
and strange customs, but who, ncverthcless,
rccognized a duty to help them. The term
zedakah actually means nghteousness in He-
brew. It 15 considered the right of the poor to
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be clothed, fed and sheltered by those who are
more fortunate than they.

As the number of charities grew, a more
efficient way of collecting funds and distributing
them became necessary. The concept of the
Charity Establishment or federated Jewish
charity organization was born. In 1895 the Jews
of Boston formed the Boston Federated Jewish
Charities, which raised money to support five
separate cndeavors: a free bural society, a
children’s orphanage, a free cmployment bureau,
a women's sewing circle and a general relief
fund. In 1900 thc first natioral Jewish charity
conference was held and the idca of federated
fund raising had spread throughout the country.
Local volunteer groups raise money that is then
alloted to national organizations like the Anti-
Defamation League, the American Jewish
Congress, or the UJA, United Jewish Appeal,
which is the largest single recipient of federated
money. There are twenty-three of these local
federated groups around the country, cach
belonging to the Counail of Jewish Federation
and Welfarc Funds. This has proved such an
efficient way of administering charity that only
about four per cent of the funds collected are
used for nperating costs. Also figuring into this
low percentage of overhead are the extremely
large amounts »f money that are raised in onc
campaign.

We mentioned carlier that motivations and
methods of giving have changed over rinc years.
Maimonides’ 1dcals of anonymous giving have
been all but forgotten. It 1s estimated that less
than one per cent of ali contributors to Jewish
chantics arc anonymous. Those who are fam-
ihar with Jewish public fund raising techmques
may be appalled. Community pressure is so
great that those who arc able to give arc urged to
pledge a sum commensurate with their income.
One cffective way of sumulating philanthropy is
the card calling system which is used at virtually
all fund raising dinners. After the dinner and
speeches, the name of cach male guest is read
from a card. As his name is read, he must stand
and statc how much he intends to give. He
usually has to hand in this signed pledge card
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then and there. Many nimes the names of the
largest givers are called first 10 the hopes that the
smaller givers will be encouraged to rase their
contributions. Somc people condemn the card
caling system. However, 1t has proved to be
very effective and brings in about sixty per cent
of all money raised for chanty. Furthermore,
most Amenican Jews do not objct to this
method as pubhc pledging has become so
common.

Onc young Jewish woman who typified the
sp rit of zcdukal was Lillian Wald who worked
with Jhe poor of the East Side of New York for
forty years. In 1893 she and a Chnsnan friend
with whom she had attended nursing school,
Mary Brewster, moved into the sluni area of the
Lower East Side, finanaally backed by Jacob
Schiff, a Jewish philanthropist, and began a
mmstry of love to the inpovenished immigrants.
The Heary Street Scttlement House that these
two women started gained an international
reputation as 4 soual work center. Its doors
were upen to people of all ethie backgrounds
and 1t recewed support from both Jews and
non-Jews. Lidlan Wald and Mary Brewster did
much to alleviate the health and cconomic
probleins m the crowded tenements of New
York. Waid was nstrumental in convineing the
aty o appomt school doctors and public healeh
nurses,
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Even the poor immigrants practiced the
Jewish custom of gving to those less fortunate
than themselves. Each farmly would have a set
of pushke sct out on a shelf. The Pushke is a
small container distnbuwed by varfous chanty
organizations in which coms are collected. The
orgamzations’ collectors would visit the Jewish
homes at regular intervals to collect the money
from the Pushke Some of the pushke labels of
the carly 1900, were.

For Orphans

For Widows

For Victims of Persecution

For the Blind

For Mectings to Protest Pogroms n the

Ukraine

For the Gahaan Brotherhood

For the Traming of Newly Arnived Immi-

grants

For Machinery and Fann Equipment to be

Scnt to Jewish Farmers in Induana
For the Jewish Chicken Raisers in Kankakee
Recently Bankrupted by ¢ Ravages of
Red Tick among Rhode Ishand Roosters
There were many many more,

Jews have conscientiously  followed  the
commandment to be as generous with non-jews
as they are with thar corchglomsts.  Judah
Touro’s chanity ¢xtended to Catholic  and
Protestant causes. la 1823 the following arucle
appeared m a New Orleans newspaper:

A Congregationial Church wos latcly sold by

auction at New Orleans ro pay off the

debts of the trustees and was purchased for
$20,000 by Mr. Judah Touro, a native of

New England and & Jew. that e nught not

be comverted to any other use than that for

which it was mtend d, and the sociery sull
worships m it
When Touro dicd e left s onealf million
dollar estate equally o Jewssh and Christian
chanues.

In che carly 1900%, Juhus Rosenwald. 4
wealihy Geeman Jew, established o tund to be
wsed for the “benetit of mankind ™ paroeular
for the benefit of those people who were re-

strcted soctallv, Twenty two milhon dollars
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of the Rosenwald fund were spene on Black
weifare and education mn the South.  Libraries
for Black childrer were butle and Howard
Unwversity was  partially  funded through this
fund. Fellowships were awarded to one thou-
sand promising young Blacks to help sponsor
their careers. Manon Anderson received ovae of
these scholarships.  Five hundred poor white
students received simlar support.

These are just a few examples of the Jewssh
commstment to helping others. e 1s estimated
that at least one quarter of all charity given by
chs gOL‘S to non-sgctdrian ()rg‘l"|7ﬂ(|()“§-

Education

“Happy s the man that findeth wisdom and
the man that geteeth understanding.™ Proverbs
3.3

Wisdom. 1 highly prized saluc, ss not only the
product of huowledge. which enables men to
enter nto 4 state of grace whereby good deeds
can be practiced, but wisdom also mvolves a
basic morahty. Justice and lovingkindness are
the highest of all cthical values.

To the Jews of carher umes the essence of
wisdom was the knowledge of God’s word and
the Talmud. The scholar was cared for by the
Communl() 3nd was Tc%pt‘ctcd .lb()VL' a“ ()(hk’r
men. The Pharisees had democravszed education
among children durig the second Common-
wealth of Isracl, betore the Roman conquest.
Self cducation contmued m the dinporas as Jews
were restricted  from secular educavion, In
Spam, and later m Germany, England and
Holland, there were mercased opportumues for
sccular learnng and the Jews, accustomed to
meensive study, excelled m the fields of fearming
that they pursued. A large prreentage of mne-
weenth century German Jews attended college
and went on to study mediame, science and faw.
The German Jewish nnnugrants started the trend
among Jews m Amcrica toward secalar learng,
and this new tread induded women as well as
men.  Today  Jewnh women graduate from
college at a rate double that of the total white
fm{m!c populanon.

ERIC

1t 15 estimated that around nimety per cent of
all Jews of college age are m fact in college at
the present ume. This compares with appros-
mlau‘ly fﬂrty-fivc per cent uf tht‘ SdANIC 3ge group
of the general population. The figure for Jewish
graduanon from high school 1s approachmg one
hundred per cent. It s jukmgly sard that a
Jewssh dropout 1s one who has not gone on to
get a doctorate. The merease i college attend-
ance has abo been steadily growmg among all
cthnic groups. but 1t has m no case been so rapd
or so great a pereentage as with the Jews,

There are several reasoos for this lugh per-
centage of Jevs m colleges and unversitices.
What would b nore natural than for -the
people of the Book™ (so idenoficd by Mo-
hammed), with whom a traditional love of
learning 1s endemic, to spend a considerable part
of thar hves studving?

D I AT PR A S

*A table s not blessed 1f 1t has fed no <ol

ars,’

1 O 3 Proverb
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The fist nonscctarian university  in the
western Henisphere to be sponsored by Jows 1s
Brandeis University n Waltham, Massachusctts,
which opened s doors in 1948, Brandcis 1s
natned after Lows Dembitz Brandveis, a Boston
and St. Lous laws -r and an assoctate justice of
the United States Supreme Court from 1916 to
1939.

Tounn D Brander, Supreme Court Justiee, American

Ztonet leader and laior wmon negotigtor

Secular education m the Umted States has
tahen s ol moterms of intcgranion and g
cortam loss of idonnty . Morc and more Jowash
students arc mtorsarrymy windhom the major-
ity of cases, rosades e the Lick ot o Jowsh
cducation amonye thar deldron Thadtore, the

“is not that money mahes avery hing goad,

10y that womoncy mabes cvory thing bad™
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Folk saymg

very opportunity that enables Jews to prosper in
Amernica also poses the greatest threat to the
survival of Judaism in this country.

A Jewish Education

Study of the Torah i ancient times was
required 5o that the spintual leaders would be
knowledgeable about God's commandments and
later the common people studicd the Torah to
find out what their religion required of them,
Duning Talmudic umes 4 more intellectual
approach was taken, The Talmudists wanted to
cxamine the reasons for such laws, They spent
most of the day pouning over the Talmud in the
Bet Midrash, a place of study where men mert to
discuss the Torah and Talmud.

During Roman timcs the fiest Yeslura, an
academy for mgher studies of the Talmud, was
established in Yavnch, Palestuine, which attracted
Jewssh scholars from cven the most remote
comers of the country. It was there that the
Palestiman Talmud was wnieten,  Soon there
~ere Yeshivor (plural of Yeshiva) throughout
Palestine and Babyloma and eventually in all of
the countries of the drspora Few of the
Y esliva students wished to become rabbis. The
mam funcron of these academes was to pro-
duce learned Jewssh men who were wdl versed
m the Tahinud and who would perpetuate the
laws of the Torah. No sccular subjcts were
taught unul the mncteenth century, when a
Yeshiiva m Poland mtroduced a secular curnic-
RIRTHE

The eastern European Jews brought with
them to America the tradition of the Yeshita.
Etz Chayim Talmudical Academy. ihe first Ye-
shtta 10 the United States, was organ.zed n
New York City in 1886 This academy later
merged with the Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Yeshiva
and eventually became Yeshiva University of
New York which includes a rabbinical seminary
and a medical school called the Albert Einstein
Medical College. This medical college is the
first 1n the history of the diaspora to be under
Jewish auspices and has become one of the fin-
est medical schools 1n the United States. Other
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Yeshivor were established, but Yeshiva Univer-
sity 1s the largest and most important.

As Jews setzled in various parts of the coun-
try, they built Talmud Torah schools for thewr
childre . In addition to religious training, the
Talmud Torah schools provided the children
with secular studics. As more and more Jewish
children attended public schocl. the Talmud
Torah schools became an afternoon religious
training session 1n the synagogue. Today there
are about four hundred Jewish Day Schools,
most of which are Orthodox. About fifty of the
day schools are Conservative and in the past few
vears Reform temples have #lso cstablished
several day schools,

The casterr Europeans also brought with
themn the Cheder system. The Cheder was a
room 1 which Jewish boys recetved their carly
Hebrew education. It was somcetimes located in
the home of the Melmned or teacher. The
curriculum was limited to Hebrew studies and
the resule was that there was hardly a male over
the age of five who could not read and write
Hebrew.

On his fiest day of Chedcr. at age three, the
boy’s parents stood over him as the teacher
ponted to the leteers of the Hebrew alphabet.
The boy repeated the names of the letters
aleph. bay:. gimel, and daled. and for cach letter
that was pronounced he would dip his finger
mto a bit of honey and place 1t m his mouth to
show how sweet learning 1s. When the exercise
ended the boy’s mother would embrace him and
pray that his hfe would be filled with good
deeds, Torah study and a good marriage.

FEEF XX ERRTIN RIS

Today a large percentage of the almost
250,600 children who attend Hebrew schools in
the United States come from Conservative
homes. A great many Jewish Amencan children
attend Sunday School in Reform temples.
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The Family

Judaism has traditionally regarded marriage as
the deal state and the famly as the perfect
social group.  Children are considered God's
greatest gift to man. Marriage and children were
not just recommended: they were Mitzvot and
celebacy was looked on as sume sort of rehgious
crime. The Talinud states that any Jew who
has no wife s no man.” and “four are con-
sidered as dead: the poor, the bhind. the leper,
and hic who has no children.”

In ancient times there were three ways of
acquirning a wife: by capture {Deur. 21:10-14):
by contract between spouses and/or  their
families: and by purchasc. Marnage by contract
contmued to be a common method of acquinng
a spouse up through the mineteenth century.

The fath_r was the guardian and instructor of
the fammly. The children and wife were under
the stnict control of the head of the household
to whom all respect was due. Although the wife
was indeed at the mercy of her husband and he

v
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had power over her hfe and death, the Jewish
mnan has always been portrayed as cnurely
devored to his wife and children.

In ancient soctety women were considered
chatrel {(the Talmud states that “*the testmony
of one hundred wonten 1s equal to the evidence
of one man.”). However, dhiere s much evidence
that women wielded sufficient authonity. The
family hfc centered around the mother who ran
the home, he the Sabbach candles and raised the
children, The mother played the lead role in the
cducanon of both boys and girls unul they
reached the age of five, at which time boys were
mstructed by the father Judaic law and
océupational trammg. It was the mother's duty
to teach her dayghters how to cook according to
Kadirnt laws, how to sew, and how to maintam
a proper Kosher home.

Children also had a role m the raditional
Jewnsh family struceure that of strict obed-
wnee.  The consequences m Biblical umes for
diobadience were severe.

If any man have a stubborn and rebellious
. that, when they have chastened
then

s0n
hun, will not hearken unto them:
shall his facher and mother lay hold on
him. and brmg him out unto the elders

And all the men of his ciey shall
stone him with stones, that he die. (Deut.
21:18-19, 21

The Talmud states that this law was given as
an object lesson, not to be implemented  Chil-
dren were commanded to honor and love therr
parents, as well as to obey them.

The tradinional values of fanmly hie among
the Juws have retamad, .Jlthuu;,h behavioral
patterns have been comaderably altercd. Unal
the nnd 1700% and the era of the Enhghe
coment, narge was artanged by o Miadkhian
Harnage bru'\tr.‘ Physical attraction was not
as mportant as the swtabihey of famtly had,
The idea of romantie Tove was unknown. But

the Jrmgme and macasmgh hberal soacey ot
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modern times has affected Jewish social pat-
terns.  An arranged muarriage would be pre-
posterous to most Jewish Amencans today.

Contus inporary Jewish American hiterature and
television revea! a great dedl about Jewsh faouly
and parent-children relanonships,  The Jewish
mother, stereotyped as a balcboostel, 1s seen as
the authoritatve  figure, demanding and over-
protecuve,  but at the same ume lovmg and
meensely proud of her offsprirfg. The Jewish
family s close knit and loyal. Children arc
expected to spend holdays such as Passover
with thar fannhes, and if that 15 not pracoreal,
then a telephone communicanon is desirable. 1f
at all possible, children are given the best of
everything: generous allowances, summer camp
and even, when the ume condes, a car. In return,
parents expect Nachas, a Hebrew word meaning
pleasure or granfication, but m parent-children
relationships, 1t mcans consideration, respect,
attention, It s possible to receve Nuclias
many ways, but chat receved from children s
the only meanmgful way.  Often children are
under tremendous pressure caused by meense
attection and day to-day demands.  Statistics
show that there 15 a far greater percentage
of Jews suffum;, from ncuroses than any other
cthm s_,mup 3 There are, however, fewer Jews
with senous cnpphn&, mental disorders. This
would suggest chat Jewsh fanuly life seldom
mdudes bruaally  shocking  childhood  eaper-
wnces that result i psy dhiosts,

Studies have shown that Jewwsh parents are
far more prone  than others to prane their
Jnldren and far more tolerant of ther faules,
Jewwsh parenes rarely hit cherr duldren. How-
cver, there 18 a much more cffccnw wedpon
used m the Jewish home to mnpose 4 degree of

d\buphnc gullt. nght .md wrong are uftcn

Uittt Toes, Rapdom

‘l" James Yatte, i

1968, These statistics may be based ou

the number ot

House,
Tows reconing psydological
therapy as comparad wath other woups and may
simphy mean thae Jows are more mdmed than
others to scck therapeune help,
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misplaced by the words, “Look what you're
doing to your mother,” or “You're killing your
mother.”

There is an old saying, ““Vic es Chnstelt sich,
so Judelt es sich,” meaning as the Christian« go,
so go the Jews. As the Jews have assimilated
into a liberal and permussive American society,
the Jewish family has emulated many of the
behavioral patterns of the sccular socicty. The
cohesiveness of the family unit 1s gradually
unravelling as traditional domestic roles are
changing. More Jewish women than ever are
being educated and emancipated. Divorce and
juvenile delinquency are increasing, although
they reman much lower than among other
ethnic groups. Only the Chinese have a lower
juvenle delinquency rate than the Jews. The
Jewish family 1s also being threatened by the
ever ncreasing number  of intermarriages.
Recent studies have shown that seventy per cent
of all children from intermarnages are not raised
as Jews.14

Traditionally the Jews had large famihes,
having from six to a dozen children. Today the
average number of children 1n Jewish homes 1s
two. In addition to the decrease in family size,
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14.  Gilbert S. Rosenthal  (ed.), The Jewnsh
Lamily In § Cliangig Werld, Thomas Yoscloff
Publ.. 197 p. 28.

Jews are marrying later in life than non-Jews
because of the number of years they spend
acquiring an education.  The Jewish family
scems fated to move toward the Amenican
middle class fannly model,

SOCIAL ORGANIZATIONS

For the Jews to cstablish social and welfare
orgamzations in America was a natural develop-
ment. In Europe, although Jews paid taxes to
the state, they recewved no social benefits.
So in order to survive as a community, they had
to provide their own mutual aid societics It was
also part of their religion to be mutually respon
sible for one another.

The first recorded social club 1in America was
established by Newport’s Jews in 1781, They
met cvery Wednesday evening to play cards. It
was purely a social gathering and the bylaws
stated that no synagogue business could he
discussed under penalty of a fine of four wine
bottles. As Jewish communities grew, member-
ship in social orgamzations increased. But most
were not purcly social, Many of the benefit
soaieties, of Chevras, had only onc function -
auding the elderly, sick, or needy. Orphans were
cared for and eventually orphanages were built.
Many of the societies were mutual burial or
msurance groups. Members paid a small weekly
fee and a0 return were guaranteed a burial plot
or the services of a doctor 1f they got sich.
Later, after orgameations for the essennials
had been established, the Jews formed hiterary
soaetics or choral clubs. The YMHA (Young
Men’s Hebrew  Association) was  ceventually
founded from one of the carly htcrary socictics,

In 1843 a group of twelve German imnngrants
founded a mutual ad soacty called Bundes
Bruder. The name was later changed to the
Hebrew B'war B'rith, meaning Sons of the
Covenant. Today this group 1s the most active
Jewssh organization i the United States, with
over 400,000 members, and lodges in some
forty-five countnics around the world. From the
beginning of its inception, B'nai B'rith has been
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dedicated to helping humanity and aiding Jews
in distress.  The group s engaged i welfare
work. education, philanthropy. Americanism.
nterfaich good will and avil nighes. No qualifi-
cations nave been imposed for membership.
erither financial, socual or rehgious. The Anti-
Defamation League of B'nat B'rith also sponsors
the Hillel foundations on nearly 250 college and
university campuses. where all rehigious services
are free to anyone who wishes te attend.

Hadassah, the Women's Zionist Organization
of America. founded by Hearictta Szold n 1912
for the purposc of raising the standards of
health and pubhc medicine i Palesune and
increasing awareness among American Jews of
Jewish 1deals and tradivions. today has 1300
chapters in the United States with more than
300,000 members. While other Zionist organi-
zations have been steadily losing members, the
Hadassah has been growing. The women who
belong to the Hadassah chapters are mostly
wvolved 10 rasing money (over 10 muillion
dollars a vear} tor the support of the Hadassah
Hosperal and schools m Isracl that the national
organization has built.

There are many  other national and local
Jewrsh orgamzations. The Proneer Women and
Mizrachi. Nattonal Council of Jewish Women,
Jewish War Vetcrans, Amenican Jewish Com-
mittee and United Jewish Appeal are only a few
of the largest.

In addition to the socal and mutual aid
organizations, old age homes, orpkanages, and
philanthropic socicties, the Jews also buile therr

re ez kA rERTARE T
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own hospitals, where the immugrants would feel
at home among their own peaple. and observant
Jews could observe the Kashrut laws. The first
Kosher hospital in the Umited States was Mt,
Sinar n New York City. which was at first called
Jews' Hospital. The institution was established
m 1852 through the cfforts of Sampson Sumson.
The onginal staff was made up primarily of
Genutiles. but the hosprtal accepted 1 on-Jewssh
paticnts only in cases of emergency. The name
was changed to Mt. Sinai in 1866 and during the
Cwil War the hospital became non-scetarsan.,
Today 1ts twenty-six buildings contamn some of
the best facihties and physicians 1 the world,

The Jewish communitics have since built
some sixty-three hospitals in this  country.
including hospitals for the mentally L chronic-
ally ill and those specalizng 1n particular
discases. Jewish hospitals exast in virewally every
US. aty with a4 Jewsh population of over
40.000 (except for Washigron, D.C.) and 1n half
of the cities that have a Jewssh populanion of
between 15,000 and 40,000,

The Jewish Community Center

Found m all major Jewish popuiation areas
and m manv coes having only a small Jewsh
population, Jewish Commur ity Centers provide
Jews who do not wish to affiliate with a syna-
gogue with some kuid of we with the Jewssh
community. The centers offer inembership and
the use of ther facthties to all residents of the
community, Jewssh or noti-Jewish  The JCC.
coordinated by a nattonal body called the
Nattonal Jewish Weltere Board, grew out of the
YMHA (Young Mcen's Hebrew  Assoclation)
movements started by the German Jews. In the
1940°s, Mordecar Kaplan suggested that the Ys
be calicd Jewish Community Centers, mndicatmg
a culwral rather than rehgous approach to
Judaism.  Those seivices ottered to the com-
mumty mclude pre-school activities and nursery
school, hobby clubs. lecture and film senies,
recreatton and  gymnastics  programs.  music
workshops, adult and semor cizen classes.
discussion groups and perhaps 4 theatre program.
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Additional Resources

You may write to the following agenaies for
addinional resource material on American Jewry.

American Association for Jewrsh Lducation
114 Fifth Ave.
New York NY 10011

American Jewish Committee
165 East 56th St.

—— New York, NY 10922 - - T o

Amernicuan Jewish Congress
15 East 84th St.
New York,NY 10028

Anti-Defamantion League of B'nai Brith
315 Lexington Ave.
New York,NY 10016

Mational Academy for Adult Jewish Studies
218 East 70th St.
New York, NY 10021

National Conference of Chinstians and Jews
43 West 26th Su.
New York,NY 10019

National Jewish Welfare Board
15 East 26th St.
New York,NY 10010

Jewsh Agency

Department of Education and Culture
515 Park Avenue

New York, NY 10022

Jewish National und

Department of Education and Youth
42 East 69th St.

New York,NY 10021

JEWISH COOKING

Jewish cumsine is a product of many cencurics
of Jewish residence in central and eastcrn

_Europe. _ Dishes typical of Poland, Russia,

Hungary, Germany and Crechoslovakia were
modificd to conform to Kosher dictary laws.
What evolved is a distinctly jewish cusine wath
names like Piroshki, Blintzes, Kugel and Strudel
reflecting  their countrics of origin. A great
cmphasis was placed on noodles and dough. The
following recipes are typical and delicious.1®

KNISHES (popular as a party snack)

Dough-
23 cups sifted flour
1 teaspoon baking powder
13 teaspoon salt
2 cges
2{3 eup salad oil
2 tablespoons water

Sift the flour, baking powder and salt mto a
bow!. Make a well m the center and drop the
eggs, o1l and water nto 1t Work nto the flour
mxture with the hand and knead until smooth.

There are two ways to fill the kmshes. In
aither case, divide the dough 11 two and roll as
thin as possible. Brush with oil. Now you can
spread the filling on one side of the dough and
roll it up hke a jeliy roll.  Cut into 1%zinch
shices.  Place 0 an oied baking sheet cut side
down. Press down hightly to flatten. Or you can
cut the rolled dough m 3anch crcles. Place a
tablespoon of the filling on cach: draw the edges
together and pinch firmly. Place on an oiled
baking shect, pinched edges up. In ether case.
bake m a 375" oven 35 minutes or until
browned. Makes about 24

15. Al recipes are from The Art of Jewish
Cooking by Jennic Grossinger, hsted 1 the
bibliography.
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) Fillings for Knishes

Potato:
1 cup chopped onions
6 tablespoons chicken fat or butter
2 cups mashed potatoes
1egg
: 1 teaspoon salt
% teaspoon pepper

Brown the onions in the fat or butter. Beat in
the potatocs, cgg. salt and pepper unul fluffy.

Cheese:

———————— —He-rupsdiced scallions oromons — ——— - — —about 18 - - ——

4 tablespoons butter
£ cups pot cheese
, 1 egg
- 1% teaspoons salt
1/8 teaspoon pepper
2 tablespoons sour cream

Scallions are better thau omons for this, so try
E to get them. Brown the scallions in the butter
and beat 1n the cheese, egg, salt, pepper and sour
cream until smocth,

@;@

BLINTZES (sinular to crépes, great for
brunclus)

Blintze Batter:
3 eges
{ gup milk or water
L3 teaspoon salt
2 tablespoons salud oil
% eup sifted flonr
Butter or oil for frying

ER
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Beat the eggs, milk, salt and salad o1l together.
Stir in the flour.

Heat a little butter or oil in a 6anch skillet.
Pour about 2 tablespoons of the batter into it,
tilting the pan to coat the bottom. Use just
enough batter to make a very thin pancake. Let
the bottom brown, then carefully turn out onto
a napkin. browned side up. Make the rest of the
pancakes.

Spread 1 heaping tablespoon of any of the
fillings along onc side of the pancake, Tum
opposite sides in and roll up like a j:lly roll.

You can fry the blintzes in butter ot oil or
bake them 1n a 425° oven unul browned. Makes

Scrve dairy blintzes with sour cream.

Fillings for Blintzes

Apple:
1 egg white
1% cups finely chopped apples
4 tablespoons sigar
Y4 teaspoon cinnamon
3 tablespoons brown sugar
3 tablespoons melted butter

Beat the cgg white unul it begins to suffen.
Fold 1 the apples. sugar and cnamon. Fill the
pat ~akes and arrange 1n a buttered baking pan.
Sprinkle  with thc brown sugar and butter.

Bake in a 400" oven 20 minutes.  Makes
about 18.

Blucberry:
112 cups blucherries
3 tablespoons sugar
1 tablespoon connstarch
118 teaspoon nutiieg

Toss all the mgredients together,




Vegetable:
% cup shredded cabbage
% cup grated carrots
Y% cup finely sliced green pepper
% cup diced onions
3 tablespoons butter or oil
* 1 teaspoon salt
Dash cayenne pepper

Cook the cabbage, carrots, green pepper and
omons in the butter or oil for 10 minutes,
stirnng occasionally. Season with the salt and
cayenne.

— Cheese: — e

: 2 cups drained cottage cheese

1 egg yolk

% teaspoon salt

1 tablespoon meited butter

2 tablespoons sugar (optional)

1 teaspoon lemon juice {optional)

[ |

Beat the cheese, egg yolk, salt and butter to-
gether, Add the sugar or lemon juice 1f you
like — some people hke them sweet, some don't.

So .-Cream Batter for Blintzes

1egg

% cup milk

% cup sour cream

118 teaspoon salt

1 cup sifted flour .
Butter for frying

Beat together the egg, milk, sour cream and salt.
Stir in the flour, mixing until smooth.

Heat some butter in a 7anch skyllet. Pour
about 2 tablespoons of the batter into it, tilting
the pan to spread the batter evenly. Fry until
browned and turn to brown other side.

Piace a hcaping tablespoon of one of the
fillings on cach pancake. Tuck in the opposite
sides and roll up. Arrange in a buttered baking
dish and bake in a 450° oven 10 minutes.

This batter makes a rich pancake, and is more
suitable for swect fillings. Makes about 16.
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PIROSHKI (often scrved with soup in place of
crackers or bread)

Dough:
2 cups sifted flour
% teaspoon salt
% cup shortening
1 egg yolk
4 tablespoons ice water

Sift the flour and salt together. Work in the
shortening with the hand. Beat the yolk and
water together and add to the previous mixture.
Toss lightly and form into a ball.
__Roll out the dough 1/8 inch thick and cut
into 3-inch circles. Usc a tablespoon of one of
the following fillings for cach. Chill. Fold over
into a half-moon and press the cdges together
with a httle water. Arrange on a greased baking
sheet.

Bake in a 400° oven 15 omnutes or until
browned. Makes about 24,

Tnlings for Piroshki

Potato:
¥ cup minced onions
4 tablespoons chicken fat or butter
2 cups mashed potatoes
! egg yolk
1 teaspoon salt
Dash cayenne pepper

Lightly brown the onions m the fat or butter.
Stir in the pota:ocs, cgg yolk, salt and caycane
pepper. Cool 10 minutes.

Liver:
Y% cup minced onions
% pound mushrooms, chopped
6 tablespoons chicken fat
Y pound chicken livers
2 tablespoons minced parsley
1% teaspoons salt
% teaspoon pepper
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Brown onions and mushrooms in half the fat,
remove and set aside.  Melt remaining fat 1n
same pan, add hvers .nd cook ten minutes.
Combine all ingredients and chop finely. Cool.

Cheese:
13 pourd pot cheese
13 pound cream cheese
2 tablespoons sour cream
L egg yolk
1 teaspoon sult
1 tablespoon sugar { optional)

Beat all the ingradients unail smooth. Use the

F— -——sugar or not, dependmg onwhether you tikea -

sweet filling, Serve wath sour eream.
8

Prunc;
s cup honey
'y cup orange puice
2 teaspoons lemon juice
[ pound unsweetened prtted prunes
[ tublespoon grated orange nnd

Cook the honey, orange juice and lemon juice
for 5 mmutes. Add the prunes and cook over
low heat 15 munutes, stirnng  occasionally.
Drain and chop the pruncs.  Add the orange
nind, Cool befrre filling the squares.

NOODLE KUGEL

Fog

4 tablespoorns brown sugar

118 teaspoort nutineg

+ cups cooted broad noodles

Lrcup serdless white raising

2 eup sheed blanched almonds

[ tablcspoon iemon it

4 tablespoons welted butter or chicken fat
2 tablespoons bread crinnln

Beat the cggs and brown sugar unul fluffy. Add
the Hutmeg, noodles, ranins, .ﬂmuﬂdb‘ lemon
jutce and meleed butter or £t Turn nto a well-
greased nag mold or bakmg dish, Sprinkle with
the bread crumbs.  Bake mn a 3757 oven 50

minutes or until browned,
Serve with meat or poultry dishes or as a

dessert with a sweet fruit sauce. Secrves 6-8.

STUFFED BREAST OF VEAL

3 pounds breast of veal
22 teaspoons salt

Y2 teaspoon pepper

1 teaspoon paprika

Y3 teaspoon garlic powder
3 tablespoons fat

Have the butcher make a pocket n the veal.

- Sprinkle-with-the salt, pepper, paprika and garlie - - ——

powder. Fill the pocket with one of the fol-
lowing stuffings and fasten the opening with
skewers or thread.

Melt the fat in a roasting pan and place the
veal in i, Roast m a 325 oven 3 hours or until
meat is tender. Baste frequently and add a heele
water if pan becomes dry. Serves 6-8.

Fillings for Veal

Potato Stuffmg
2 cupw grated potato, dramed
enp mimeed omon
4 tablespoons potate flour
lege
12 tsp salt
Tetsp pepper

Mix all the mgredients and seuff the veal.

Bread Stuthing
1 omon, mnced
1 grecu pepper, diced
3 stalks ('('l('ry. sheed
6 slices bread
) tip. walt
178 tsp. pepper
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1/8 tsp. thyme
1 tsp. papnka
1 egyg

Cook the onion, green pepper and celery in the
fat for 10 minutes, stiring occasionally. Soak
the bread n water. squeeze dry and pull into
small pieces. Add to the vegetables with the
sale, pepper, thvme, paprika and egg. Mix well
and stuff veal.

NOODLE-APPLE PUDDING

2 eggs

4 tablespoons sugar

+ “vaspoon salt

% teaspoon cinnar on

I cup grated apples

13 cup seedless raisins

4 cups cooked fine noodles, dramed
3 tablespoons melted butter or fat

Buat the egg-, sugar, salt and cinnamon together,
Stir i the apples, raisins, noodles and butter or
fat. Turn into a greased baking dish.

Bake in a 400° oven 40 minutes or until
browned. Scrves 68,

SWEET-AND-SOUR RED CABBAGE

6 cups shredded red cabbage
s eup grated apple

J4 cup water

I teaspoon walt

1 tablespoon flowr

4 tablespoons vineyar

1"z tablespoons sugar

2 tublespoons butter or far

Cook the cabbage, apple. water and sale over low
heat 15 mimutes. Mix the flour and vinegar unol
smooth and add to the cabbage with the sugar
and butter or far. Cook 15 mmnutes longer.
QLrws 6.
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CHALLAH (Egg Bread)

I cake or package yeast

2 teaspoons sugar

1% cups hikewarm water
Y cups sifted flour

2 teaspoons salt

2 ces
2 tablespoons salad vil

1 egy yolk
4 tablespoois poppy seeds

Combine the yeast, sugar and % cup lukewarm
watcr. Let stand 5 minutes,

Sift the flour and salt into a bowl. Make a
well i the center and drop the eggs, o, re-
maming water and the yeast mixture mto e
Work mto the flour, Knead on a floured surface
until smooth and clastic. Place i 4 bHowl and
brush the top with a lide ail. Cover with a
towel, sct i a warm place and let nse 1 hour.
Punch down, cover again and let rise until
double m bulk. Dwide the dough into three
cqual parts. Between hghtly floured hands roll
the dough mito three strips of even length. Braid
them together and place 1 a baking pan. Cover
with a towel and let rise untl double 1n bulk.
Brush with the cgg yolk and sprinkle with the
poppy sceds.

Bake
browned,

Mahes 1 overy large challah, 1 you wish,
divide the dough in six parts and make two large
loaves, or muke one loaf and many small rolls,
You may also bake the bread m g loaf pan.
Note: 1/8 teaspoon satfron can be dissolved in
the water if you like addiional flavor and color,

375° oven 50 mmutes or untl
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Some foods are traditional for certain Jewish
holidays. Knaidlach and Latkes are eaten during
Passover.

PAREVE KNAIDLACH

2 egg yolks
Y2 teaspoon salt
2 egg whites, stiffly beaten

Y2 cup matzo meal

Beat the egg yolks and salt until thick. Fold
into the egg whites, then gradually fold in the
matzo meal. Chill 1 hour. Moisten hands,

O

fE

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

RIC

shape mixture into %-inch balls. Cook iﬁfomﬁg o

salted wacer 20 minutes. Serve in dairy or meat
soups. Makes about 16.

MATZO BRIE

2 egys

L3 teaspoon salt

2 teaspoons grated onion (optional)
2 mat:zos

Butter or fat for frying

Beat the eggs. salt and onton together. Hold the
matzos under running water, drain. Then
crumble them into the eggs. Mix well.

Heat the butter or fat in a 9-inch skillet and
turn the matzo mixture nto it.  Fry until
lightly browned on both sides. Serves 1 or 2.

CHEESE KNAIDLACH

2 cups pot cheese
2 cgg yolks, beaten
43 teaspoon salt
4 tablespoons matzo medl
3 tablespoons melted butter
2 tablespoons sugar (optional)
2 egg whites, stiffly beaten

Force the cheese through a food null. Stir in the
cgg yolks, salt, matzo meal and butter. Add the
sugar if you want to serve the knaidlach as a
dessert, but omut if they are to be served in a

dairy soup. Fold in egg whites and chill 30
minutes. Moisten hands, form mixture into
2-inch balls. Cook n boiling salted water 20

minutes or until they risc to the top. Drain.
Ser-e in soup or as a dessert with sugar, cin-
namon and sour cream. Makes about 18.

POTATO LATKES

2 eggs

3 cups grated, drained potatoes

4 tablespoons grated onion

1 teaspoon salt

14 teaspaon pepper - - - S
2 tablespoons cracker or matzo meal

Y4 cup fat or butter

Beat the eggs and add the potatoes, onion, salt,
pepper and meal.

Heat half the fat or butter in a frying pan and
drop the potato mixture into it by the rable-
spoon. Fry until browned on botk sides. Keep
pancakes hot until all are fried and add more fat
ot butter as required. Serves 8.

HAMENTASCHEN

Hanientaschen cakes arc tradicional for the
Purim cclebration.

Honey Dough for Hamentaschen:
4 cups sifted flour
L3 teaspoon salt
I teaspoon baking powrder
Y3 cup shortening, softened

4 eges
fcup hom'y

Sift the flour, salt and baking powder into a
bowl. Makc a well in che center and place the
shortening, eggs and honcy i 1t. Work together
with the hand until a dough is formed. Roll out
and cut into 4-nch squares. Place a heaping

tablespoon of filling on cach and fold over mto a
triangle, sealing the edges.
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Bake in a 350" oven 20 minutes or until
browned. Makes about 3 dozen.

Prepared fillings for Hamentaschen may be
purchased in special food stores or delicatessens.

Fillings for Hamentaschen

Poppy Sead:

2 cups poppy seeds

1 cup nulk

% cup honey

1 teaspoon grated lemon rind
14 cup seedless ratsins

Have the poppy seeds ground or pur through
your food chopper. Combine with the milk and
honey. Cook over low heat, stirring frequently,
until thick. Sur in the lemon rind and raisins,

Cool and fill the dough.

Prunc:
2 cups lackwa [prune butter,
13 eup ground almonds
1 tablespoon grated orange rind

Mix ingredients together and fill dough.

Discussion Questions and Activities

1. Write an essay about hife 1n a Jewish fam'ly
in Spam n the year 800. Write another
essay about Iife 1n a Jewish family in Spain
in 1480, What happencd to bring about
changes i their way of life?

2. What was the difference between a Converso
and a Marrane?

3. How would you cxpect the physical charac-
.cristies of the.Scphardim and the Ashkena-
2im to differ? To what would yor attribute
these differences?

4. Have Jews always enjoyed religious freedom
in the United States?

5. Rcad a book about life 1n the Lower Eas:

@ "ide and make a report to the class.
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6. What were the reasons underlying German
Jewish immigration to the United States?
the eastern European Jewish immigration?
In what ways were they similar? different?

7. Wky was demographic distribution of the
German Jews different from that of the
Scphardim?

8. Discuss the reasons tu: antagonism between
the Sephardim and the German Ashkenazim.

9. Write a short stoty about a child living in a

shtetl in Russia,

Writc a report on the devclopment of

Reform and Conscrvative Judaism in the

United States.

10.

“11.7s the tetter from the B'nai B'rith to Pres-

dent Grant sull apphcable today?

If you have a grandparent or older relative
who was a Jewish immigrant. interview her
or him. Ask about life in the old country,
problems faced in the United States, occu-
pation, customs and traditions. How is your
own life differene from that of the immi-
grant?

Why were the castern European Jews so very
different from the German Jews?

Write an cssay about three gencrations of
Jews in the United States and discuss the
assimilation process,

. Would Jewish immigrants who maved west in
the 1880% have assimilated morc or less
quickly than thosc who remamned in large
cities in the East? Give reasons for your
answer.

Why 15 Isracl important to American Jews?
to Christians? to Arabs?

Follow current cvents in the Middic East.
Discuss the reasons for the tensions and
offer possible solutions.

Why arc the American Jews assunilated
American citizens, when 10 castern Europe
they were considered a foreign clement?
Visit a Reform, Conservative and Orthodox
synagogue. How do they differ? [n what
ways do they resemble churches?  Write
short reports of therr historses.

Choose a famous Jewssh immigrant to the
United States. Read a oiography about that

12,

13.

14,

16.

17.

18.

19,

20,




")

21.

24,

27.

28.

person and write a report to present to the
class.

Do : research project on Columbus. Try to
find information to substantiate the belief
that Columbus was a Marrano.

2.Read Longfellow’s poem, “The Jewish

Cemctery at Ncwport.”

. Write to American Sephardi Fedcration, 515

Park Ave., New York, NY 10022 for infor-
mation about the Sephardic Jews in this
country.

Choose one of the following Zionist leaders
and write a short biography:

Stephen §. Wise

TousTipsky - -~

Louis D. Brandcis

Rabb: Hillel Silver

Henretta Szold

. Find out about some of the Jewish organiza-

tions in your area. What community nceds
do they serve? How did they get started?

. Writc a short biography of Hillel, a_Jewish

philosopher born around 30 R.C. whose
teachings were similar to those of Jesus.
A great many Jews have made contributions
to the field of music, in composing and
performing. The lives of some of these
people make fascinating studics.  The
following are just a few of the many names
from which ene could choose:
Irving Berlin Lconard Bernstein
Jerome Kern Vladimir Horowitz
Richard Rodgers and Ychudi Menuhin
Oscar Hammersten Arthur Rubens.cin
Kurt Weill Bob Dylan
Simon and Garfunkel
Do as much rescarch as possible on one of
the following American Jewish sctders.
Write a biographical essay.

Asser Levy Hayman Levy
Jacob Lumbrozo Rebecca Grarz
Abraham Campenclli Ephraim Hart
Judah Monis Dr. Isaac Jacobi
Mycr Mycrs Dr. Jail Hart
Mordecai Sheftall David Einhorn
Haym Salomon Uriah P Levy
Maoses Levy Captain Mordecai Myers

29. Try some of the recipes included in the
guide or in The Art of Jewish Cooking by
Jennie Grossinger.

30. The Hasidic dance record, Tikva Records,
distributed by International Record Indus-
tries, P.O. Box 593, Radio City Station, New
York, 10019, includes a booklet with dance
instructions, Try some of these dances in
your class. The rccord is available as part of
the tesource kit on “The Jews of Connect-
icut” from the Learning Resources Area,
U-32, School of Ed-cation, University of
Connccticut, Storrs 06268.

Ark of the Covenant — the housing for the
Torah scrolls <ept in the synagogue.

Arba Kanfot — a small Tallit worn as an undet-
garment; also called a Tzitzit.

Ashkenazim (pl. noun} — Jews who settled in
central, northern and cestern Europe and
their descendants.

Baal Shem Tov - a spiritual leader of the
Hasidim.

Babylonian Captivity — the period in Jewish
history from the full of Jert .alem and the
destruction of Solomon’s Temple in 586 B.C.
when thousands of jews were deported to
Babylon, unul their teturn and the rebwilding
of the Temple in 516 B.C.

Baleboostch - an efficient Jewish mother and
housewife.

Bet-Midrash — a housc of study and prayer that
was the center of the Hasidic commnunities in
eastern Europe.

Chas vesholem — a Yiddish term meaning God
forbid uttered to help ward off evil spints.
Cheder — a school room where Jewish boys

received carly Hebrew education.

Chevras — jewish benefit or mutual aid societics.

Conservative movement — the middle-of-the-
road denomination in Judaism that is flexible
in terms of tradition and interpretation of the
Torah.

contractotr — in the garment industry, the
contractor bought cut garments from the
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cutters, finished them in his own shop and
delivered them to the merchandiser.

Converso — the Spanish name for a Jew who
zonverted to Christianity.

diaspora — the term given to all of the areas
outside of Isiael where the Jews have been
living since the dispersion from Palestine in
the first century.

Dybbuk — the soul of a dead person who
occupied the body of a living person for a
short time in order to atone for some past
sin, according to folklore.

Ethical Culture — an offshoot of Reform Jud-
aism that stressed an ethical philosophy where
“belief in God was secondary.”

Gabbai ~ a synagogue leader also called a
Parnas.

ghetto — a section of a city where European
Jews were required to live.

Goyim - non-Jews (in Hebrew Goyim litcrally
means people)

Hamsa — a magical symbol of Jewish folklore in
the form of an open hand.

Hasidim — a fundamental or “mystical” sect of
orthodoxy originating in eastern Europe;
literally means “pious.”

Hazzan - the cantor or one who chants prayers
during services 1n the synagogue.

Hoyf — Hasidic court composed of a Rebbe and
his followers.

Inquisition — established 1n Spain 1n 1478 to
seek out insiucere converts among the Jews
and Moors; it developed into a secret police
force that used torture and terror to extract
confessions.

Kabbalah - mystical teachings of Judaism.
Kabbalists were “white magicians who were
active until medieval times.

Kasheut — Kosher laws pertaining to diet.

Kene Hora — phrase mcaning “against the evil
eye.”

Kos{\er - correct according to traditional Judaic
law,

Ladino — a medieval form of Spanish, combined
with Hebrew words and written in Hebrew-
like characters; also called Judesmo.

Mmzhreb — North African countries where
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Sephardic and criental (Forastero) Jews
settled, ie. Libya, Algeria, Tunisia and
Morocco.

Marrano -- the name given to Spanish Jews who
outwardly converted to Chnstianity while
continuing to practice Judaism in private.

Melamed — a teacher.

Mezuzah — a small wood or metai case con-
tairing a scroll on which is written a scriptural
text from Deuteronomy that is attached to
the door frame of a housc.

Minyan — the necessary quorum of ten that is
necded in order to conduct a religious service.

Mitzvah (pl. Mitzvot) — a icligious ordinance or
“duty. ’

Magen David — the six-sided shicld or star of
David that has been the symbol of the Jews
since ancient times.

Moors — Muslim inhabitants of Northwestern
Africa of mixed Arab and Berber origin who
invaded Spain in the eighth century.

Nachas —~ Hebrew word for pleasure or grati-
fication, meaning respect and attentinn that
parents reccive from their children.

Orthodoxy — traditional Judaisin;
herence to the Torah laws.

Pales of Scttlement — certain arcas in Russia
where Jews were required to live.

Parnas — a synagogue leader; the president of
the synagoguc.

pogrom — the mass slaughter of a community.

Pushke — small contairers or bunks that were
kept in Jewish homes for coins that were
given to charites.

Rabbi — a religious leader and teacher.,

Rebbe (pl. Rebbaim)  an Hasidic leader: o
respected and lecarned man of the Jewish
community.

Reconstructionists -~ a very liberal Jewish
philosophy that stressed the importance” of
the Jewish ethos while continually redefining
the nature of God.

Reform movement — a liberal denomination of
Judaism that began in Germany and de-
veloped fully in the United States.

scapegoat — one who is blamed for no reason for
the problems of another.

strict ad-




Sephardim (pl. noun) — Jews who settled in
Spain and Portugal after the dispersion in 70
A.D., and their descendants.

Shadkhan — a marriage broker.

Shammas — one who carries out the orders of
the synagogue president;  caretaker.

Shaytl — 2 wig worn by Orthodox women.

Shema — the prayer “Hear O Israel. the Lord
Our God, the Lord 15 One.”

Shochet — a specially trained animal slaughterer
who kills the animal according to Kosher
laws.

Shtetl — a small village in eastern Europe rhat
was almost entirely Jewish.

Simhat Tarah - the day on which the last

portion of the Torah 15 read.

Sofer (pl. Soferim) — a scribe who hand prepares
the Torah scrolls for synagogucs.

sweat shop — a small shop of the contractor n
the garment industry where immigrants
labored under terrible conditions for up to 15
hours a day.

synagogue — an assembly place that became the
center of Jewish worship and community
affairs.

Tallit — a praycr shawl.

Tefillin - phylacteries or small black boxes
coataining a scriptural text that are worn
during prayers on the arm and head.

Tia - a wise old Sephardic woman who was
called upon to help cure the sick by admin-
istering folk remedics.

Touro Synagogue — the oldest surviving syn-
agogue m North America, located n Newport,
Rhode Island.

Trefah - non-Kosher or forbidden foods.

Trope ~ system of symbols used n Hcbrew
writings that give musical values to the letters.

Tatzit — a fonged undergarment; a small
Tallu.

Yad ~ a pointer used to follow the rcadmg in
the Torah.

Yarmulke — 4 scull cap.

Yeshiva — an all-day Hebrew school or a Hebrew
untversity.

Yiddish — a mixture of medieval German and
Hebrew spoken by castern European Jews.
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Yiddishkeit — old world Jewishness; the life of
tradition and mitzvot.

Zedakah — charity

Zionism — a nineteenth century movement for
the establishment of Israel as a Jewish home-
land.

AUDIO VISUAL RESOURCES

American Jews
Films

The American Jew: A Tribute to Freedom, 44%
minutes, 1958, produced by CBS for television,
distributed by ADL of B’nai B'rith, 315 Lex-

ington Avc., New York 10016. Rental price
$15.00

Shows the contributions of American Jews to
democracy, but over exaggerates the exceptional
Jewish personalities without portraying the
ordinary American Jew. The film also does not
dwell on many of the important cultural aspects
of the community such as education and philan-
thropy, but it can be effectively used as an
introduction to a study of the historical Amer-
ican Jew. Suitable for high school and adult
groups.

An American Girl, 29 nunutes, 1958, produced
by Dynamuc Films, Inc., distributed by ADL of
B'nar B'rith, 315 Lexington Ave., New York
10016. Rental price $10.00

Bascd on a truc mcident, this film tells the
story of an American tecnager who wears a
bracelet with a star of David and 1s nustakenly
believed to be Jewrsh with the result that she is
ostracrzed by her friends and neighbors.  The
fidm is an excellent introduction to a discussion
of irrational prejudice and anti-Semism. Good
for sccondary and adult groups.

t Storm of Strangers, 27 mmutes, 1969, pro-
duced by Saul Rubin, National Conmumcations
Foundation, distnbuted by ACI Filins, Modern
Film Rentals, 2323 New Hyde Park Rd., New
Hyde Parh, New York. Rental fee $35.00.

A well-done and beaunfelly photographed
filin of immgrant hfe m New York's Lower East
Stde. The film concludes with scenes of bfe
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there today. This film docs, however, contam
some uncomphmentary subtle compansons of
culture and aspirations of the Black and Jewish
commumities. Switable for secondary students.

Black Jews, color, 20 minutes, 1972, produced
by Avraham Goren and Chaim Zeldis, distnb-
uted by NewLine Cimema, 121 University Place,
New York, 10003. Rental fee $25.00.

Highly recommended for mixed audicnces,
this film presents a look ar the black Jewish:
community ncar Atlantic City, its rehgious and
cultural hife and the umique form of prejudice
that they experience. Good for secondary and

Hand in Hand, 90 minutes, distnbuted by ADL
of B'nai B'rith, 315 Lexmgton Ave., New York
10016. Rental fec $25.00.

A fulldength motion picture which combines
the quahties of dramatic entertamment with the
importance of brothcerhood and mter-cultural
understanding. Mystery, intngue and adventure
are used to tell the story of a sensitive and deep
friendship between a Catholie boy and a Jewish
girl. The film has won numerous awards m-
cluding the Venice Festal, first pnze in cultural
division for picture best suited for children;
Parent's Magazine Gold Mcdal Award for famly
entertamment: and Monon Picture Assoctation
Special Citation. Good for all ages.

The Gift, 30 mnutes, 1956, produced for
telewision by the Jewish Theological Seminary of
America 1In cooperation with the NBC, dis-
tributed by the National Academy for Adule
Jewish Studies of the Umted Synagogue of
America, 218 E. 70th St., New York. Rental
price $8,50, prepaid.

A kinescope that depicts the life of Judah
Touro, highlighting the hberation of s slave.
The conflicting ponts of view on slavery provide
a basis for discussion. Switable or all sccondary
and adult levels.

Lawyer from Boston, 30 minutes, 1956, ibid.
Warmn and mterestng presentation of the life
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of Lows D. Brandeis.
students.

Suitable for secondary

The Pugnacious Sailing Master, 30 mmutes,
1954, 1bid.

A dramauc and effective story of Urah P,
Levy who was mstrumental m the abohtion of
corporal pumshment i the Umted States Navy.

Suitable for sccondary levels. -~ -

I oyage to America, 12 minutes, 1964, produced
for the U.S. Pavilion at the New York World’s
Farr, distributed by the ADL of B'nai B'rith,
315 Lexington Ave., New York 10016, Rental
Price upon request. : -

A well done film that contains good back-
ground matcrial for teachmg Amencan Jewish
history on the high school level. Film portrays
contributions made by cach immigrant group to
the building of the U.S. Good for secondary
groups.

Young Sam Gompers, 30 mmutes, 1962, pro-
duced for television by the Jewish Theological
Seminary i cooperation with NBC, distnbuted
by the Nanonal Academy for Adult Jewsh
Studics of the Umted Synagogue of Amenca,
218 E. 70th St., New York. Rental price $8.50,
prepad.

A professional production of Samucl Gom-
pers’ carly hfe and his role ni the founding of
the AF of L. The film provdes a look at the
labor situation m the carly 1900's and is suitable
for mgh school and adult groups.

Who Are The American Jews?, 30 mmutes,
distributed by the ADL of Bnar B'nch, 315
Lexington Ave., New York 10016, Reneal price
$10.00

A lecture by Dore Schary, playwright-pro-
ducer<irector, that presents a profile of the
Amcrican Jewish community, 1ts growth and
development over 300 years, Schary surveys the
diversity in American  Jewry, and analyzes
Jewsh involvement m every phase of American
hfe and its relationship to Isracl. Suitable for
high school and adult groups.
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The Amencan Jewish Writer, 30 minutes, 1969,
produced and distnibuted by ADL of B’nai
B'rith, 315 Lexngton Ave., New York, 10016,
Rental price upon request.

Discusses the emergence of several Jewish
authors during the past two or three decades.
The narrator draws on the works of Malamud,
Bellow and Roth. Good for high school age.

Sometime Before Morning, 30 mnutes, color,
1973, produced and distributed by the ADL of
B'nar Brith, 315 Lexmgron Ave., New York,
10016. Rental price upon request.

This tidm shows the work of the ADL n

————— — education; - 1n - promoting- better— mtergroup

relavions and protecting minonity  groups.
Good for high school audiences.

The Work of My Hamds, 15 mmutes, color,
1959, produced by Allen d'Or Productions,
distributed by the Commission on Social Action
of Reform Judaisin, 838 Fifth Ave., New York,
10021, Rental price upon request.

This film relates Jewish cthical values to
urgent social ssues such as cvil hberoes, Ree-
ommended for high school audiences.

Aasrilerka ot the Missisappr, 30 mmutes, 1955,
produced by the fewish Theological Semmary of
Amernica in cooperation with NBC, distributed
by the National Academy for Adult Jewish
Studies of the Umited Synagogue of America,
218 E. 70th St.. New York, NY. Renedl price
$8.50 prepaid, plus return postage.

This kinescope features a conversation be-
tween Mark Twam and  Sholow Alerchem,
faglhghung the suulantices of therr heerary seyle
and of therr atntudes towards baste values,
Recontmended for high school and adule aud-

1LNCCS

U Conversation With Ladae Basheris Smger, 30
nunutes. 1967, produad by the Jewsh Theo-
logical Seminary of Anerica i cooperation with
NBC. distnbuted by the National Academy for
Adule Jewnsh Studics of the Umeed Synagogue
of America, 218 E. 70th St., New York, NJY,

it

Rental price $8.50 prepaid, plus return postage.

Although this kincscope is not very well
executed, 1t can be a useful tool for introducing
students to the work of L.B. Singer, who des-
cribes the varous influences in his development
as a writer. Suitable for high school and adult
audicnces.

Jewish Legends and Tales, 60 minutes, distrib-
uted by ADL of B'nai B'rith, 315 Lexington
Ave., New York, 10016, Rental price upon
request.

Ehe Wiesel, Jewish novehst, recounts tales and
legends from Hasidic hterature and the Midrash.

Suitable for high “school and adult audiences.—

The Life Cycle of the Jew, 30 minutes, dis-
tributed by ADL of B'nai B'nith, 315 Lexington
Ave., New York, 10016, Rental price $10.00

Jewish noral and cthical values are discussed
by Rabbr Jules Harlow. He illuserates how these
values are reflected in Jewrsh ricuals,

Grant Us Peace. 29 mmutes, 1961, distributed
by the Jewish Chautaqua Society, 838 Fifth
Ave., New York, NY, Free rental,

A stimulatmg film on cthies, this production
anms to demonserate the importance of personal
mvolvement m behalf of peace. The dirceuion
and photography are eacellert. Recommended
for jumor high to adule groups.

Fhe Tlucf and the Hangmnan, 30 minutes, 1952,
distributed by the Nationdl Academy for Adulte
Jewssh Studies of the Umited Synagogue of
America, 218 E. 70eh St., New York, NJY.
Rental price $8,50 prepaid, plus recurn postage.

Tins exeellent hinescope explores the ethical
guestion as to who inay admunister justice m a
soctety where evervone gutley . Highly ree-
ommended for jomor lugh to adule groups of all
religious leanngs

Filmstrips

HUbert Iinstem, 47 friines, color, 1956, pro-
duced and distnbuted by Jewish  Educanion
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Committec of New York, 426 W, 58th St., New
York. Sale price $7.50 including two copies of
accompanying script.

A good biographical filmstrip of Albert
Einstein’s involvement with the Jewish com-
munity as well as his contnbutions to science.
Suitable for high school and adult groups.

American Jewry in the Cwil War, 49 frames,
color, 1961, produced and distributed by Jewish
Education Committce of New York, 426 W.
58th St., New York. Sale price $7.50, including
two copics of script.

Covers the social, religious and fraternal life

—— —of American Jewry. -t ghhghts efforts to

organize synagogues and organizations and the
roles played in the Civil War. The filmstrip 1s
weak in some areas but can serve a definite need,
used n conjunction with information supplicd
by the tcacher. Suitable for secondary students.

Haym Salomon  linancier of the Revolutton,
30 frames, color, 1953. distributed by the
Filmstrip House, 432 Park Ave. South, New
York. Sale price $4.00.

A visual account of the life of Haym Salomon
and his patriotic endeavors durmg the American
Revolution.  Suitable for sccondary students.

Call For The Question: The Synagogue In The
Community. 53 frames, color, 1957, distributed
by Union of Amenican Hebrew Congregations,
838 Fifth Ave., New York. Sale prce §6.00,
including teacher’s guide.

A thought provoking filmstrip that portrays
the role of the synagoguc in the ficld of social
action. Recommended for high school and adult
groups.

Martin Buber — The Life w Dialogue, 47 frames,
color, 1966, distributed by Union of American
Hebrew Congregations. 838 Fifth Ave.. New
York Sale price $10.00, with accompanying
recording and two copies of 4 teacher’s guide.

A first rate production that depicts the life
of the famous Jewish philosopher. Suitable for
secondary and adult groups.

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

The Baal Shem Tov — The Teachings of the
Hasidim, 66 frames, color, 1962, distnibuted b:
Union of American Hebrew Congregations, 838

Fifth Ave., New York. Sale price $11.50,
including 12-inch LP recording and two copics
of a teacher’s guide.

A superb production on the historical Hasidic
movement and its founder.  Highly recom-
mended for high school and adult groups.

David Einhom.  The Father of the Union
Prayerbook, 41 frames, color, 1960, distributed
by Union of American Hebrew Congregations,
838 Fifth Ave., New York. Sale price $7.50,

wcluding two - coptes -of a —teacher’s guide.

A colorful filmstrip that portrays the life of
an outstanding leader of the Reform movement
in the U.S. Suitable for high school and adult
groups.

Anti-Semitism and World War 1l
Films

The Chosen People, 30 iinutes, 1961, dis-
tributed by ADL of B'nai B'rith, 315 Lexington
Ave., New York 10016, Rental price $10.00.

A kinescope produced by NBC about a group
of teenagers who discover that the Community
Club they have selected for the Senior Prom will
not admit Jews. A good script and good photo-
graphy make 1t an important film on the subject
of AntiSemitism. However the subject of
inter-dating may be objectionable to Orthodox
audicnces. Suitable for sccondary school
students.

An Act of laith, 30 ninutes, 1961, distributed
by ADL of B'nai B'nth, 315 Lexington Ave.,
New York 10016. Rental price upon request.

A kinescope in two parts, 30 minutes each,
that cloquently dramatizes the nobility of .he
Danish people during World War I and their role
in rescuing Jews from the hands of the Gestapo,
Suitable for sccondary students and aduits.
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I Never Saw Another Butterfly, 30 minutes,
1966, distributed by the National Academy for
Adult jewish Studies of the United Synagogue
of America, 218 E. 70th St., New York. Rental
price $8.50, prepaid.

A moving film based on the book with the
same title that contains drawings and poems of
chiddren at the Terezin concentration camp in
Czechoslovakia during 194244, The script and
acting arc just mediocre but it can be used cf-
fectively along with the book to gencrate
discussions of the Holocaust. Suitable for high
school or adult groups.

L The Legaey of Anne i ranke, 30 minutes, 1968,
available 1 color from Contemporary Films,
Mc Graw-Hill, 1221 Ave. of the Americas, New
York. Rental price upon request,

Filined m Holland, the kinescope features the
story of Anne Frank. Appcanng i the film s
Annc's father, the only surviving member of the
fanuly. Though 1t deals with a brutal subject,
the viewer can absorb 1t without flinching 1
revulsion to man’s mhumanity to man, Highly
recommended and
adults.

for sccondary  students

Vcmorandion, 38 mmutes, 1966, distributed by
Contemporary Films, McGraw-Hill, 1221 Ave,
of the Americas. New York,  Rental price
£25.00.

Tasteful narration and musie make this ilm
excellent program matenal for the study of
hustory, ethics and the Jewish Community. The
memory of the Holocaust s contrasted wath the
placd hite and atwtudes m Germany today .
Suttable  for sccondary students and adules,

Filmstrips

fhe Anatonty of Nazism, color, 50 text-frames,
1962, distributed by ADIL of B'nar B'nth. 315
Lesmgton Ave., New York 10016, Sale price
$5.00 includmg teacher hit contammg copres of
“The Anatomy ot Nazsm'™ and “The Third
Rerch m Porspective,” books,
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_chuldren through muddle school groups.

The filmstrip, based on the publication of the
same title, 15 an informative presentation of the
social, cultural, economic and political workings
of Nazism. Sutable for high school and adult
groups.

Anne PFrank and the Holocaust, 47 frames,
1972. distributed by Unton of American Hebrew
Congregations, 838 Fifth Ave., New York. Sale
price $9.50 including narrative.

Using photos of Anne and of the people and
places in Amsterdam during the years of Nan
accupation, this filmstrip cffectively presents
the story of Anne Frank, Suitable for young

World Jewry
Films

Let My People Go. 26 mmutes, 1971, dis-
tributed by ADL of B'na Brith, 315 Lexington
Avce. New York. Rental price $15.00,

A documentary showing the situation of
Sowviet Jews from a personal view,  Fidmed &fter
the Leningrad Tewls, the film deprets the hard-
ships suffered by the Jews scehmg exie visas,
Suatable for high school or adult groups,

the Last Chapter, also m 35 mm., 90 nunutes,
1965, distnibated by Ben-Lar Producnions, 311
W. 24th St., New York., Rental price upon
rcqucst.

A strrmy, documentary on Jewssh history m
Poland.  An excellent historical resource on
Polish fewry, showing hfe m a sheed and m che
large centers of Poland. Also deals with the Nazi
Holocaust.  Suttable for Ing]\ school or adule
audiences

ihe Ghotto dlow, color, 21 nnnutes. 1960,
distributed by Coutemporary  Films, e,
Me-Graw-Hill. 1221 Ave. of the Amenicas, Noew
Yorh. Rental price $12.50,

A warm and vivid story of Jewssh ife m the
shret! of castern Europe, based on water color
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Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

paintings of Samuel Rithbort. Background
information is recommended before showing the

f'\lmé Suitable for high school or adult groups.

He Who Sares A Single Life, 27 minutes, 1964,
distributed by United Hias Service, 200 Park
Ave. So., New York. Rental is free.

A dramatic and graphic account of Hias’
effort in rescuing three million Jewish refugees
and resettling them 10 free lands around the
world. A documentary showing Jews flecing
from oppression during the last fifty years.

Suitable for high school and adult groups.

Jews of Moroc-o, color, 16 minutes, 1964,
distributed by United Jewish Appeal, 1290
Avenue of the Americas, New York. Free
rental,

A mowing and well presented documentary
that provides an nteresting glimpse into the life
and culture of North African Jewry. The filin 1s
highly reocmmended  for secondary  school
students and adults.

The Making of a Man, color, 29 minutes, 1969,
distributed by Women’s Amencan ORT, 1250
Broadwav., New York. Rental price $25.00.

A documentary, impressive and informative,
that deals with thc Jewish community in fran,
its history and present day hfe. Switable for
high school and adult groups.

The Price of Silence, 29 minutes, 1964, narrated
by Edward G. Robinson. distributed by Chau-
tauqua Socicty, 838 Fifth Avenue, New York.
Rental price $15.00 for one day, $20.00 for two
days. $30.00 for one weck.

Rusea’s discrmmination toward Jews s pre-
sented in this superb filin which stresses the
need to alert world conscience to Anti-Semitism
n Russta. Suitable for high school and adult
groups.

evya, coler, 18 minutes, 1968, distnibuted by
Contemporary Films, Mc-Graw-Hill, 1221 Ave.
of the Americas, New York.  Rental price
$12.00.

A good film about the hfe of the Sholom
Aleichem character Tevye and his seven daught-
ers. Good artwork and music make it an cx-
cellent film that would appeal to sophisticated
audiences, high school and adult.

Filmstrips

Turkev — Jews in Distant Lands Series, Section |
(55 frames) on Life in Istanbul, and Section 1
(50 frames) on the Jewish communities in Izmir,
Ankara and Edirne. In color, 1966, distributed
by Commission on Jewish Education, Union of
American  Hebrew Congregations, 838 Fifth
Ave., New York  Sale price $12.00 for both
sections, including two copies of teacher’s guide.

An interesting and informative filmstrip on
Turkish Jewry that 15 suitable for sccondary
students and adult groups.

Israel and Zionism

A Conversation with Golda Aleir, 27 minutes,
color, distributed by the ADL of B’nai B'rith,
315 Lexington Ave., New York, 10016.

A look at Israel through a conversation with
former Prime Minister Golda Meir, Suitable for
secondary  students. Rental  price $10.00.

The Nine Years of Theodor Herzl, 20 minutes,
color, 1954, distributed by Theodor Herzl
Institute, 515 Park Ave., New York. Rental
price $5.00.

A documentary film of Herzl’s travels on
behalt of Jewry and lsracl and his impact of
Ziomsin.  Sustable for secondary students.

A ivall In Jerusalem, 95 minutes, distributed by
EYR Films, 78 E. 56¢h St., New York 10022,
Rental information upon request.

An inspiring and well-made film, narrated by
Richard Burton, dealing with the establishment
of Isracl, from Herels time until the present.
Highly recommended for sccondary school
students and adults.




And Ye Shall Plant Trees. coler, 18 muutes,
1967. distributed by Jewish Naunonal Fund, 42
E. 69cth St.. New York., Rental nformation
upon request,

Beautiful scenery and music make this film
catertaming as well as informative. Depices the
agneultural  programs 1 Isracl and includes
seenes of children and young people partic-

pating m Tu Bishevar tree-plantng festvines,
Good for hgh school and adult groups.

4s Long s | ‘Liw'. color, 17 inmutes, 1960,
- distributed by United Isracl Appeal, 515 Park
Ave., New York. Rental price $3.50.

An excellent production wich good nusic and
script describing Orchodox rehgious hife n Israel.
Shows celebrations and  rehgious ceremonies.
Suntable for secondary students and adules.

i Beyond the Wilderess, color, 30 minutes, 1961,
distrbuted by National Commuteee for Labor
Isracl, 33 E. 67th St.. New York. Free renaal.

Reahstic film with good photography por-
travng the conflice between the old and young
-n lsracl. Suntable for junior high through adukt
groups.

Bon Lovage, color, 24 mmutcs, distnibuted by
the lerach Govermment Tounst Office, 574 Fifth
Avc., New York. Free renal,

A delightful ravelogue with cxeellent photo-
eraphy and music. The filnr shows a young
counte Lo a motarayele moving throughout
sracl, Swtable for all ages over the pamry

srades,

The three following By are avalable from the
ADL of B Bhah, 315 Loangron Ave,, Now
York 100106

boraed U Stary of the Jound l‘(ulrl(‘ calo, 31
mmutes, rontal price $15 00,

An film 4000
hwtory ot the Joews, calnnmating with the State

vt tacig the vear

of brael today . Swmitable tor Ingh school or adule
\_”l‘l‘l}\\
O

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

.

Isracl.
$10.00.
News commentator David Schoenorun dis-
cusses the significance of Isracl for Amencans.
Pulitzer Prize winner Theodore White traces the
spiritual and historic roots of contemporary
Jewry to biblical Isracl and defnes attitudes of
Amencan Jews toward Isracl.  Suitable for

1 Profile, 28 munutes. rental price

advanced  high” “school Students and adults. -

Jert salem. City of Darid, color, 21 mnutes,
rertal price $17.50.

A kinescope treatmg the ancient cty of
Jerusalem that combies 1ts history and con-
temporary life. The film shows the importance
of Jerusalem to Jews, Chnstans and Moslemrs.
Surtable for :dvanced high school and adule
groups.

Filmstrips

Israel: The Land \nd Its People, a senes of
seven filmstrips on Isracl, sale $7.50 cach or
$42.00 for the complete ser.  Distributed by
Department of Education and Culeure, Jewsh
Agency, 515 Park Ave, New York,

1. "This s Lrael”, ncroduction, 67 frames.,

2. Gahlee™, 54 frames.,

3. oHarta and the Entek’, 68 frames.

4. Kmueret and  the Jurdan Valles™, 58
frames.

3. Jerusalem and the Judean Hills™, 62
frames.

6. The Darom and the Negev™, 66 frames,

7.0Tel Aviv and the Coastal Plan®, 68
frames.

The filstrrps, m color, are well planned and
evecuted, ond show the history, geography,
population, cconomic and culearal hfe of tsracl,
Stitable for sccondary and adule groups,
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Behrmans Jewish Book House, 1944,
Grandfather tells Beny how Jews helped
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in the discovery and building ot America.
Grades 6-9.

Pessin, Deborah. History of the Jews in Amer-
ica. New York: United Synagogue of Amer-
1ca, 1957,
Originally for use in Hebrew schools,

_includes questions, activities and a biblio-
graphy for each chapter. Good for all
groups, grades 6-12.

Reznikoff, Charles.
hattan.  San Francisco:
1962.

A collection of poetry by Charles Rcz-
nikoff first publishcd in 1918.

By The Waters of Man-
New Durections,

Ruderman, Jerome. Jews in America: mistory,
+ A Teacher’s Guide. New York. ADL — B'nai
B’rith, 1974,
A basic handbook for schools and libraries,
includes activities, bibhographies and aud-
io-visuals. Highly recommended for
teachers and advanced students.

Samuel, Rinna. Israel, Promised Land to Mod-
ern State. New York: Golden Press, 1969.
A lively and authoritative account of the
growth of the state of Isracl from its
ancient beginnings to 1967. Junior high to
adult.

Schappes, Morris V. The Jews in the United
States, 4 Pictorial History, 1654 to the
Present. New York: Citadel Press, 1958.

Interesting and  well-llustrated  history,
sustable for high school students.

Subl, Yuri. A4n Album of Jews in America.
New York: Franklin Watts, 1972. [lustrated
with pictures.

A study in photographs and words about
the Jews in this country. Any age, the
written matertal 15 very casy reading.

Wiesel, Elie. Souls On Fire. New York. Ran-
dom House, 1972.

§

Portraits and legends by Hasidic masters.
High school and adult level.

New York:

1960.
Personal experiences of thc author during
his life in Nazi concentration camps. Bricf
and very readable. Suiuable for mature
secondary students.

Night. Hill and Wang,

Zeldis, Chayym. Seek Haven New York: The
Reconstructionist Press, 1968.

A collcction of contemporary Jewish
poetry. Sccondary students.

Fiction, Biographies and Biographical Novels

Abrahams, Robert D. The Commodore: The
Adventurous Life of Uriah P. Levy. Phladel-
pha:  Jewish Pubhcation Society. 1954.

Ahot t the famous Jewish naval hero of the
Wi uf 1812, Secondary students.

Alexander, Lloyd. The Flagship Hope: Aaron
Lopez.  Philadelphia:  Jewish Publication
Society, 1960.

The story of a Portujuese Marrano who
became the leading Jew in Colonial Amer-
ica. Good fictional biography for junior
high school.

Apsler, A.
Louis  Flewschner.

Northwest Poneer: The Story of
Philadelphia.  Jewish

Publication Socicty, 1960.
The story of an immgrant Je + who goes
west in the 1800%. Grades 6-10.

Blanford, B.W. Off the Cupes of Delaware.
New York: Union of American Hebrew
Congregations, 1950,

Stories of American Jewish lheroes. Grades
6-10.

Cahan, Abraham. The Rise of David Levinsky.

New York. Harper and Row, 1917,
An excellent novel about a Russian Jewish
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immigrant 1 New York, his rnise to wealth
and his loss of identity. High School and
adult.

Cohen, F.C. Portrait of Deborah. New York.
Julian Messner, 1961,
The story of a Jewish high school senior
- —-andher relationship with a non-Jewish boy.
Grades 6-12,
Emery. A, Dimny Gordan  Freshiman.  Phila-
delphia: Macroe Smith, 1964,
A book about the reactions of a Protestant
group to the arrival of a Jewish brother and
sister 10 ther community.  Grades 6-12.
Fast. H.  Haym Salomon-  Son of Liberty.
New York. Messner, 1941,
A good biography about once of the lcading
financiers of the Amencan Revolution.
Grades 6-10.
Hobart. L. Strangers tmong Us  New York:
Fu..x and Wagnalls, 1957,
The story of a Jewish girl and her family
who move to a non-Jewish mideastcrn
town. Grades 6-10.

Sunday the Ruabbi Stayed
Fawcett

Kemelman, Harry.
Home.  Greenwich, Connecuicut.
Publ. Inc.. 1969.

A mystery novel set agamst a background
of Jewsh culture, by the author of Iriday
the  Rabbi Slept Late and Saturday the
Rabbi IWent Hungry. Good entertainment
for grades 6-12.

Kuhn, LN, e World of Jo Davidsonr Phala-
delphia.  Jewish  Pubhcavion  Society of
Amcrica, 1958,

A biography of a great sculptor who started
fifc 1in New York's Lower East Side. Sue-
able for secondary groups.

Lewnsohn, Ludwig.  the Rand it Phala-
delphia. Jewnh Publicavon Socicty, 1968,
A novel about the nature and meamnng of
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Jewish existence in America. High school
to adult.

Lewiton, M, Rachel and Hennan. New York:
Franklin Watts, 1966,
The story of an immigrant family of the
1900's. Grades 8-12.

Malamud, Bernard. A New Life. New York:

Dell Publ.,1961.
Novel of a young man who lcaves New
York to settle into a small northeastern
college town. High School or adult,

Merriam, E. The L'oice of Liberty: The Story
of Emma Lazarus.  Philadelphia:  Jewish
Publication Society of America, 1959,

A biography of the grcat American poetess
who wrote “The New Colossus” inscribed
on the base of the Statue of Liberty.
Grades 6-12.

Morris. Tc.y.  Shualom Golda  New York:
Hawthorne Books, 1971,
A biography of Golda Meir, from a school-
room in Milwaukee to the highest office in
Isracl. with photographs.  Grades 6-10.
Mudr., M. Look li(‘_yomi lomorroww  New
York. Dutcon. 1957,
Story of a Jewish boy who tries to hide his
wenuty and chen changes s mind. Grades
7-10.

Payne. Robere.  Gersluein London:  Robert
Hale Ltd., 1962,
A biography of the famous New York
composer. George Gershwin,  Grades 6

through 12,

Rogow, L. Ll iwald: The Nurse in Blue.
Philadelphia.  Jewish Publication Society of
Awncnca. 1966,

A biography of the founder of dhe Henry
Street Settlement House in New York,
Grades 6-12.
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Rosenbaum, Jeannette W. Myer Ayers, Gold-
smith 1723-1795.  Philadelphia.  Jewish
Publication Society, 1954,

Interesting biography of a Colonial Jewish
craftsmar that provides an exccllent
picture of Colonial Amenica. Grades 7-12,

Rosenblum Morris. _ Heroes of Israel.  New

York. Fleet Press, 1972,

Biographies of the founders of Israel from
Herz! to Golda Mcir. Grades 6-9.

Singer, 1.J. The Family Carmorsky. New York.
Harper and Row, 1969.

A novel about a German jcwish family m

High

Germany and 1n New York Cuy.
school and adult.

Vorspan, A. Giants of Justice. New York.
Union of American Hebrew Congregations,
1960.

Bricf profiles of fourteen prominent Jews
who have had an impact on American
democracy. Grades 6-10.

Wilson, JH., Jr.  Albert A, Michelson.  New
York. Messner, 1958.
A biography about America's first Nobel
prize physicist. Grades 7-12.

Wise. William. Silversmith Of Old New York,
Myer Myers. Philadelphia:  Jewish Publi-
cation Socicty, 1959.

A biography of a Colonual siversmth,
good for junior high school students.
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PART IlI
THE JEWS OF CONNECTICUT

Aims_and Objectives for Part I1I

1.'The man purpose of this study 1s to present
the history of Jewish Americans in the State
of Connecticut so that students will be aware
of the many contributions that Jews have
made to the social, economic, political and
artistic life of our state.

2. To learn about the various periods of Jewish
settlement in this state, including the poultry
and dairy farmers, in order to understand the
diverse nature of Connecticut’s Jewish com-
munity.

3. By looking at the Jewssh social organizations,
students should become aware of the exis-
tence of a rich Jewish cultural life in Connect-
icut, in spie of the assimilatory processes
that have taken place.

HISTORY
Early Connecticut Jews
The earliest mention of Jews in Connecticut is

1659, when Jewish peddlers from New Am-
sterdam (New York), travelling up the Connect-

“icut River by boat to sell their wares, appeared

in Hartford. Thesc itinerant peddlers exchanged
their manufactured goods for provisions and
livestock to take back to Manhattan. Records
indicate that by the year 1669 at lcast two of
these peddlers had  settled  permanently in
Hartford. The names ‘David a Jew’ and ‘Jacob a
Jew' are included 1 a list of “Families in
Hartford with Quantity of Grain in Possession of
Each,” dated March 9, 1969. Hartford court
records note that in 1670 Jacob Lucena, a
Jewish merchant, was fined £20 for “frequent
and notortous lascivious daliance and waaton
carriage and profers to severall women.” Lucena
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appealed the ruling and with the help of a New
Amsterdam Jewish leader named Asser Levy, he
persuaded the court to reduce his fine to £5.
There is no real proof that Jews had settled in
other parts of Connecticut during this time, but
one could assume that if Hartford had a number
of Jewish settlers, there may have been a few in
_other towns and villages as well. No real Jewish
communities were established, probably because
there were not enough males for a Minyan in
any one place, and most of those first Jewish
residents seem to have intermarried and disap-
peared as Jews.! The early Jewish settlers faced
tremendous difficulties in Connecticut and in
the other New England colonies. A single man
who wished to marry was obliged to either
choose a Gentile wife, or travel to New York or
Newport, Rhode Island, in search of a Jewess.
Jews were not welcome and faced marked
discrimination because of their religion.
Connecticut was a Puritan colony where the
Congregational Church and the State were one.
Little toleration was shown even to Christians of
dissenting denominations. The codes of New
Haven and Hartford stated that it was illegal to
give food or shelter to Quakers and Adamites.
In 1662 Charles IT of England issucd a Connect-
icut charter declaring that the Christian faith
was “the only principal end of this plantation.”
The Congregational churches were supported by
public taxation from which nonc were ex-
empted.  Until 1708, when the Connecticut
Toleration Act was passed permitting freedom
of worship to Chnstian dissenting denomin-
ations, attendance at Congregational religious
mectings was obligatory. 1t 1s not known if this
law was cnforced with regard to the Jews, but
they were forced to pay taxes for the support of
the Congregational churches, as were members
~f other Christian sects.

By the early 1700 the itinerant Jewish
peddlers had opened permancnt  butcher,
grocery and dry goods shops in Hartford and

1. Jacob R. Marcus, The Colonial American Jew
1492-1776. Detroit. Wayne State University
Press, 1970, p. 312,
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they were beginning to do the same in many of
the little towns along the northern shore of
Long Island Sound as far east as the Connecticut
River. Isaac de Medina, a Jewish shop keeper in
Hartford, opened up several branch shops in

other Connecticut towns. In the 1720's there
was a Jewish shopkeeper in Stamford, one in

_Fairficld and at least two in Stratiord. Mordeca:

Marks, onc of the Jewish businessmen who
settled in Stratford, converted to Christiamty in
order to marry a Chnstian woman. When he
died, his tombstone read, ""a useful member of
society, an affecuionate husband, a tender
parent, and a constant communicant of the
Church. . . In 1722 a German or Polish Jew
named Asher Truby set up a business in Fair-
field. He also was presented with the choice of
remaining single or marrying a Genule. He
marncd a Chnsuan woman named  Abigail
Cranc. Truby’s signaturc appears on a 1749
petition of the Fairficld County storckeepers to
the General Assembly, written in beautiful
Hebrew characters and a sccond tume m Latin
scnpt.

Michael Judah, a resident of Norwalk from
about 1740 until his death i the 1780%, also
marricd a Christtan woman, But when a son,
David, was born, Michael hired the New York
Mohel to circumeise him, This 15 an interesthing
fact because normally a Vohel wall not circum.
aise the son of a Gentile inother. Dawid Judah
served 0 the Revolutionary Army, then settled
i Fairfield where he became friendly with
Asher Truby's grandson, Anscl Trubee,

Several Jews had scttled in Derby and Middle-
town m the carly cighteenth century, but it
wasn’t untid 1755 that we have a record of a Jow
in New Haven. Jacob Pinto, probably the son of
Abrahain Pinto of Stratford, 1s believed to have
come to New Haven that year.  Ezra Sules,
Yale's president from 17781795, deseribed
Jacob as “the only Jew m town” even though
he did not practice Judmsin,  Jacob married o
Chrstan woman  samed Thankful, and had
three sons.  Abrabam, Solomon and Witham.,
All three of these sons were graduated from Yale
and all three served 0 the Contmental Ariny.
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Two other Jewish brothers are menaoned in
New Haven records: Ralph and Isaac Isaacs.
Both were Yale graduates and there is cvidence
that at some point both had converted to
Christianity.

Tne next mention of Jewish residents in New
Haven appears in the Scptember 13,1772 entry
of Ezra Stiles’ diary. S

This Summer past a Family of Jews settled

here, the first real Jews (cxcept two Jew

Brothers Pintos who renounced  Judaism

and all Religion) that seteled in N, Haven,

They came from Venice, sat down some

hittle Time at Eustatta i W. Indies, and

lately removed here. They are three Brothers

(Adults) with an aged Mother, and a Widow

and her Children, bemng in all about 10 or 8

Souls Jews, with six or 8 Negroes. Last

Saturday they kept holy: Dr. Hubbard was

sent [for one of ther sick]. He told me the

Family were worshiping by themselves in a

Room m which were Lights and a suspended

Lamp. This 15 the first Jewish Worship in

New Haven . .. but they are not ¢no’ to

constitut¢ and become a Synagoguc, for

which there must be 12 Men ac least. [This 1s
incorrect: there need be only 10]. So that if
there should, hercafter be a Synagogue

N.H. it must not be dated from this.2
This ltalan Jewish family stayed only a few
ycars m New Haven, agam leaving the Pintos as
the only Jews in town.

Connceticut records tell us something about
the cconomic actvities m which Jews were
engaged during thy colomal penod, In 1726
two Joews wrote the followng petition for a
fishing monopaoly:

“To the Honorable, the Governor and
Company of His Magestyss Colony of Con-
necticut, m General Court Asseinblyed on
May 12, Anno Domim 1726,

“The humble petitton of Mordecay Gomee,
of the aty of New York, and Isaac Jacobs, of

2. Franklin B. Dexter, ed.. Ihe Literary Diary
of Lzra Stiles. New York: Charles Scribners’
Sons, 1901, Volume One, p- 283.
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Branford, in the Colony of Connecticut,
merchants, humbly sheweth:
“That Your Honours' petitioners have, at
great charge, travell, and expence, for a long
time maintained and supported a skillfull and
knowing person in those parts of the world
where the fishery of porpoises 1s best known
and most pracuised, in order to attain a
competent knowledge thervin.
*And whereas they have now gamed a sure
method of improving and perfecting the same,
which they humbly conceive will be 1n a short
time of great benefit and advantage to the
publick, as allso of long duration after your
petitioners niay have injoyed the same, for
such a term of years as to Your Honours shall
scem meet.
“And as Your Honours are very generous
encourragers of arts and sciences and all
usefull knowledge. your petitioners presume
to hope that trade, so necessary to support
them, will receve some share of your favour.
And certam they are that, if the prayer of this
petition be considered by Your Honours,
what they have to propose will very much
advance and enlarge the same with respect to
Europe.
“Your peutioners therefore most humbly
pray that Your Honours will give them leave
to bring m a bill for granting to your peti-
noners the sole fishery of porpoises within
this colony for the space of ten years, under
such restrictions and himitations as upon the
face of the said bill will more at large
appear. ..
The petition was not granted.  Although the
members of the Conneeticut Lower House voted
in favor of the request, the petition was defeated
i the Upper House. The docunient s of -
terest because 1t 1 che first record 1 Amertcan
history that links Jews with che fishing mdustry.

A sumlar petitton was submrtted to Conncect-
icut’s General Assembly by Samucl Delucena of

3. Connccticut State Library, Connecticut Ar-
chwves, Industry, 1708-1789, Scrivs I, Vol. 1,
Documents 213-214,

Norwalk i 1765 for a monopoly on the
manufacture of potash. After acquiring suf-
ficent knowledge and equipment for the
production of potash, Delucena asked the
General Assembly to prohibit the production of
potash within a radius of twenty miles of his
factory in Norwalk. His peution was granted.
However, 1w appears that the factory never
produced any potash. By the ¢nd of the Revolu-
tion, Delucena was engaged in another economic
venture — looking for sulphur mines. This
venture was also a failure. Delucena later settled
in Philadelphia and then in New York where all
records of his existence end.

The years immediately prior to the Revolu-
tion found Connecticut's tiny Jewish population
scattered in various parts of the state. When the
British took control of New York and Newport,
loyal patriots flocked across the borders of the
neighboring colonies of Connecticut, Pennsyl-
vania and Massachusetts. In Connecticut they
settled mostly along the Boston Post Road in
Fairfield County. One of the Jewish families
who took shelter in Stratford was the Seixas
family. Isaac and his wife fled to Stratford from
Newport when the British invaded that city.
They were jomned by therr two sons from New
York, Benjamin and Gershom Mendces, the
Hazzan from New York’s Shearith Isracl congre-
gatton. Gershom carried with hum the Scrolls of
the Torah for safckeeping. -

While in Stratford, Isaac Scixas arranged for
the marnage of his son Benjamin to Ziporah
Levy of Philadelphia Tlis 1s the leeter that 1saac
wrote to Ziporah's father:

Stratford, Novemb. 13, 1778.
Mr. Hayman Levy,
Sh:

It 15 at the request of my son Ben. Seixas
that | presume to trouble yorr with this, o
acquaint you that he has inform’d his mother
and my sclf that hie has a very great regard for
y'r daughter, Miss Ziporah Levy, and shoud
thotk himself very happy it he cou’d obtun
your consent and approbation, as well as your
amtable spouse’s, and all others connected
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with the young lady, m permetting him soon
to be joined to her m the sacred bonds of
matrimony .

We have no manner of objection thereto,
and most sncerely wish 1t may meet with
vour parental approbation. and that 1t may
prove a source of joy and happiness to all our
farithes, [ hope this may find you, good Mrs,
Levy, all the children and conexions enjoying
perfect healeh. Mrs. Scixas and all our fanuly
jom with mce 0 our most respectfull saluta-
tions, and | remam, s’r,

Your most obedient and humble servitor
Isaac Scixas,

The Svixas brothers did not stay long n Con-
necticut, gomg first to Pluladelphia and then
back to New York when the Revolution ended.
Gershom became rabbt of Shearith fsrael and
Bengamnm became one of New York’s lcading
Jewish aitizens and a founder of the New York
Stock Exchangc.s

There were other Jews in Stratford at this
ume and 1t 1s beheved that Connecticut’s first
Jewssh  rehgious  service with  the required
U yan of ten was held chere 10 1776,

Another hsunguished New York family that
moved to Connecticut durmg the Revolution
were the Smisons, who took up residence m
Danbury, Wilton and Norwalk. The father,
Juseph. was the president of Shearteh Isracl and
wds 4 Hebrew scholar of some renown, While
Wilton, Joseph receved a visit from Ezra Sules,
who was nnpressed with Ins reputation as a
student of Hebrow and with his collecnion of
Hebrew hterature.  Among the refugees m
Norwalh  were  the  Samison  Mcears  family.
Samson was an agent for Aaron Lopes. an mter-

national shipprag merchane . With hine were by

4 Pubhcanions ot the Amenican Jewish Histor-
wal Soacty . XXVIL Waltham, Mass ¢ Aneenican
Jewnh Histoncal Soacry, 19200 pp. 171-172,

3, Jacob R Marcus, Contreal Stadics i Vinenean
Jound History  New York  Keay Publishing
House, 1971 Volume One, p, 9,
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sisters and their husbands, Solomon Simson,
Asher Myers and Myer Myers.,

Mycr Myers, the famous silversmith from New
York, had come to Norwalk i 1776, The year
before, Myers had been recommended by
Benjamin Henshaw  of Connceucut’s  State
Assembly to take charge of a lead refining
operation in  Middlctown.  Because of the
desperate need for bullets, Connecticur was
anxious to develop 1ts lead smelung refineries,
Henshaw  described Myers as “honest  and
skilfull and an expert refiner.  There 1s no
record that Myers was offered or accepted the
Jjob.

There were many other Jews present in
Connecticut Jduring the Revolution. A detailed
account of them may be found in “Light On
Early Conncecticut Jewry™ m Marcus’ Cnitical
Studies in Ymencan Jewish History

The patriots who took refuge n the settle-
ments around Farrfield soon discovered that
they would have been safer had they stayed in
New York City. From 1777 to 1779 the
English were in possession of Long Island and
the Sound and were penodically rading the
towns along the Sound n what 1s now Fairficld
County. The aitizens of Norwalk pettioned the
Connccrreut state authonties for an armed vessel
that would patrol their shores.

In 1779 the British General Tryon launcheu
brutal attacks on New Haven, Fautield and
Norwalk, burning and pillaging  barns,
churches and homes. Most of Norwalk's citizens
fled up the river to Wilton. From Wilton,
Samson Mears wrote the following account of
Tryon's ratd i a letter to Aaron Lopez.

Wilton, July 30,1779,
Me. Aaron Lopes,
Dear Sir:

The 9th mst. i a great hurey T address'd a
few lines to vou, accompam g your leather
breeches, shins, and snuff p'r Mr. Wenth-
worth, winch 1 hope has been sate dehvd
you.

My apprehension then of the destruction of
Norwalk was reahized C.lrl) m the mornmg of

the 1eh, To discribe the seene with all its




horror: and the distress of its inhabitants
require a much abler pen tnan mine. The 8th
in the morning the approach of the savage
enemy as far as Green's Farms (about five or
six miles from Norwalk} threatened me with
their immediate visitation, and I was fortu-
nate enough to get the goods I sent you
among some of our cloathing and removed a
few miles out of the town till Wenthworth
could carry them further. And as the progress
of the enemy was by some means stop’d, we
improved the remainder of that and the next
day in removing our numerous family, with
what effects we could procure teams, to carry
off to some small distance from the town.
And altho we were clesely employed till the
hour of Sabbath, we were oblidged (from the
difficulty of procuring teams) to leave a
considerable part of furniture and other
valuable effects in our respective dwellings,
that has to the great distress of some of our
families been consumed with the houses, and
is most extensively felt by Mycer and Asher
Myer[s] and M]oses]| Isaacs, the two former
being deprived of a very considerable part of
their tools.

In this reduced situation we were going
from house to house solictting a shelter. and
happy we were to get into the meanost cot.
We truly realized thc Anniversary Scason with
all its gloom * at our predecesors exper-
ienced. [The anniversary of the fall of the
Temple in Jerusalem  was observed  July
22nd.}

Judge of our situation when a room of
about twelve feet square  cont|ane}'d
between twenty and thirty persons, old and
young, from Frday uoll Sunday morning,
when the attack on the town (which was
about three miles distance) was pronounced
by an ncessant firng of cannon and mus-
quetry and the awful appearance of vast
columans of sraoak ascending from the confla-
grated buildings.  This scence ternfied the

women and children that they thought ther
assylem no longer safe there and preapitately
sct off, some on foot and some 11 a waggon

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

further up the country. And what added to
our distress was an incessent rain when we
were so illy provided against it, not having a
cloak 1 company, nor a shift of cloathes with
us, they being scattered about the country
wherever we could get a tcamster to carry
them. So that we were oblidged to dry them
on our backs, and we continued to rove from
place to place till this hospitable roof of Mr.
Aaron Cardoza’s was humancly open’d to ow
use, with every frendly scrvice he can con-
trive to cender us, and we cannot reflect on
his benevolence without recewing a consider-
able aleviation to our calamitous circum-
stances.

As his house 1s but small for the famlies in
it at present contams. and he has turn’d out
of the best apartments, we shall make our
stay no longer here then to collect our scat-
tered cffects and get provided with some
placc more to our respective convemiences.
And until we obtain that. you may dircct any
letters you may please to honor me with, to
the place. to the care of our present hospit-
able host. . ..

Your ever esteen’d friend
-ry humble servant,
Samson Mcears.

When the Revolutien ended, most of the
Jewish refugees includi iy, the Mears, the Sunsons
and the Seixases, retw ned to New York or
Newport,  Those wl remamed  permanently
were assimilated into the domnant Congrega-
nonahst society and did not remanm Jewish by
rehgion. As far as we know. no cffort was iade
to cstablish a Jewish rligious community until
well into tie mincteenth century.  There were
certainly  more cconomic  possibihtics to be
found in New York and Newport: and on the

olitical seene Jews were not gr.mtvd L'qu.ll

6. Lopes Papers, Newport Historical Soucty
Library.  (Published wm J.R. Marcus' [arly
American Jewry, Volume One. Phidadelphias
Jewish  Publ. Soc. of Amcrica, 1951, pp.
171-174.
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rights until the 1843 amerdment to the Con-
necticut constitution stated that “the Jews
who may desire to unite and form rehgious
societtes, shall have the same rights and privi-
leges which are given to Christians of cvery
denomination.”

Two factors brought about the estabhshment
of permancnt Jewish communities 10 Connect-
cut.  First was the 1843 amendment granting
Jews the right to officually meet for rehgious
services. Secondly, the German mmmigration
period of the 1840°s brought a more substanual
number of Jews to Connecticut, most of whom
settled in Hartford, New Haven. Bndgeport,
New Leudon and Waterbury.

First official synagogue m Hartford, called Touro Hall

Hartford

Hartford's  first organized  Jewish  congre-
gation, Beth bsracl, was oftiaally estubhshed m
1843.  The mumbers met in the home of
C. Rothenberg on Sheldon Strece By 1850 there
were over two hundred Jews in Hartford and
Beth ferach congreganon acquired a chureh
building on Main Strect which they called Towro
Hall.  The symagogue eventually moved to
Farmmgton Avenue m West Hartford where 1t s
focated today. Temple Beth tsrael began as an

orthodox rongregation, but the influence of the
German Reform movement quickly changed the
character of the congregation which subse-
quently became Reform. As more and more
Jews scttled in Hartford, Conservative and
Orthodox synagogues were also founded. Today
Hartford has the largest Jewish population in the
state.

One of the carly German Jews to settle in
Hartford was Gerson Fox. After peddling fora
while, he opened a small shop for fancy goods
on. Man Strect that developed into G. Fox and
Company. A complete history of Hartford's
Jews, hsted n the bibhography. was prepared
by Morris Silverman,

New Haven

There was a significant Jewish community
New Haven during the 1840's. Connecticut’s
first official Jewish congregation, Mishkan Isracl,
was formed there n 1840, but it was not dedi-
cated until 1843, At first the small group rented
a hall n the Brewster Building, but in 1856 a
bequest by Judah Touro made possible the
purchasc of a synagogue building on Court
Street. The New Haven Daily Register pnoted
the following account on July 12, 1856:

The consccration of the Hebrew Synagogue

m Court Street took place yesterday. . . A

considerable sum has been expended in fisting

up the building |formerly the Third Congre-
gational Church]. .. The arrangements about
the altar, ark and pulpit are quite umque and

tasty. . . .The music was very fine and im-

pressive and tenor solos struch us as being

quite as sweet and artistic as almost any heard
in Opera. . . A contribution was also taken up
which was hberally responded to by both

Gentiles and Hebrews,

Many mnovations were introduced mto this
hberal temple: a chorr, the family pew and an
organ.  Mishhan Isracl. hke most of the congre-
gations of this pertod, became Reform.

lirn/Q(‘p()rt
The first Jows recorded o Bridgepore were
the Gernan Jowish merchants Pichieey Lesser,
and Mose s and Bernhard Klem. They came from
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New York City 1n the carly 1850’s and opencd a
dry goods storc. They were joined by other
German Jews and soon there were enough Jews
in Bridgeport <~ 2trablish a permanent Jewish
community. The city’s first congregation, called
B'nai Israel, was formed 1n 1859 and followed
the Reform Judaism of Germany. In 1863 the
congregation started a Hebrew school for their
children and the Jewish commumty continued
to grow. For more than fifty ycars religious and
cducation meetings were held in various homes
and stores. In the carly 1900’s a real Temple
was built which served the community for forty
years. In 1958 a new Temple was dedicated
which, interestingly, was made possible largely
through the donation of a devout Chnstian
named Summer Simpson. A complete history of
the Jews of Bndgeport 1s currently being pre-
pared .nder the dircction of Mrs. Lawrence
Lesser who has been accumulating matenal for
many years.

New London

A Jewish community 1n New London got a
later start than the other main arcas of German
Jewish scetlement.  Joseph J. Schwartz, his wife
and son settled there 1n 1860. The first re-
corded birth of a Jew in New London was
Schwartz” son Fredenck in 1863, The Schwartz
family was soon joned by other German Jews
and a Reform congregation, the Achim Sholom
Congregation, was cstablished. In 1878 they
purchased a cemetery plot. A complete history
of the Jewish commumty of New London was
written by Esther Sulman in 1957, entitled 4
Goodly Heritage {(listed n the bibliography).

Waterbury

Waterbury public records indicate that there
were some German Jews present before 1850,
but the first Jewish congregation was not
formed unnl 1872, Forty Geninan Jews, under
the leadership of Mr. and Mrs. Maier Kaiser, Mr.
and Mrs. Isidore Chasc, Mr. and Mrs. Tsador
Mecndelssohn and Mr. and Mrs. Solomon Levy,
met 2nd conducted scrvices along Orthodox
lines. However, as the community grew and the
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Reform movement in the United States flour-
ished, this first congregation gradually shifted
away from Orthodoxy and adopted the Union
Praycr Book with its liberal Iturgy. This
Reform congregation, called Temple Isracl, did
not have a permanent synagogue building until
1921,

As the castern European immigrants began to
settle 10 Waterbury, there arose a need for an
Orthodox synagoguc. At first they met in the
home of lIsaac Gancner, the President of the
congregation. In 1900 a house was purchased
on Canal Strcet that was converted into a
synagogue. Sincc that time a great many benefit
socictics and benevolent associations have been
formed in Waterbury.

Mrs. Sarah Katzman Klier of Waterbury
prepared a short history of the Jewish commun-
ity of Waterbury in 1974. A4 copy may be
obtamed on loan from *“The Peoples of Connect-
cut”’ jcwnh Resource Kit, Learning Resources
Arca, U-32, Unwversity of Connecticut, Storrs; or
from Mrs. Klier, 306 Willow St., Waterbury by
purchase.

The Creil War

Duning the Cwil War ycars Conncecticut’s
Jewish population numbcered less than fifteen
hundred.  The American Jewish Ycarbook
estimates 1492 Jews were living in Connecticut
in 1877. The following 1s a st of Connecticut
Jews who served n the Union Army:

Name Regiment
Samuel Cantrowits
Samuel Cline
Henry Cohen
Harry Dettelbach
Charles Dryfuss
Henry Harris
Nathan Hoshland
Julius Isaac

10th Infantry
26th Infantry

7th Infantry
10th Infantry
10th Infantry
10th Infantry

7th Infantry
10th Infantry

——

7. Simon Wolf, The American Jew As Patriot,
Soldier and Citizen. Boston: Gregg Press, 1972,
p. 127.
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Louis Lauber
Leon Newman
Samuel Rosenthal
Simon Rosenthal

10th Infantry

3rd Infantry
10th Infantry
10th Infantry

Ludwig Schiff 10th Infantry
Moses Straus 10th Infantry
——— Wertheimer 10th Infantry
S. Wolfsohn 7th Infantry

With the arrival of the eastern European Jews
in the 1880s the Jewish communities in
Connecticut really started to expand. This
period of heavy Jewish immigration continued
through the 1920’s and by 1927 there were
91,500 Jews in the state. The castern Europeans
formed their own traditic' «i congregations and
brought about a total . morphosis in the
sociology of Connecticut’s jewish communities.

The first eastern European Jew to settle in
New London was Samuel Cott. He left his
native Lith ania in 1885 and settled in New
London where he opened a small watch repair
shop. Onc of the Cott family later opened the
Cott Beverage Company.

o
Irs
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TO BE :;000D!

Bussic Bloom Wessel, on. of the first
sociologists to realize the importance of cthnic
studics, was born in the Ukraine wm 1889 and
was brought to the Umitea States at agr two.
She graduated fron, Brown University. rec wed
her Ph.D. from Columhia and became a
professor of sociology at Connccticut College.
The archives of “The Peoples of Connecticut™
project contain Wessel's scrapbnoks of articles
concerning New London’s cthnic cominunities,
as well s instructional matcerials that she used in
her ¢ asses,

Sophie Tucker, born in Odessa and brought to
the United States while still an infant, rose to
fame as a singer and Broadway star. She began
her career singing in her father’s Kosher
restaurant on Front Street in Hartford.

The noted Yiddish poet and writer B. Kovner,
settled in New Haven. An interesting account of
his arrival in 1892 appeared in the Yiddish
newspaper Zukunft.

“I will here relate the experience of my
first May day in America. [ arrived in the
Golden Land at the end of January, 1892. It
was on a ten dollar ship’s ticket. There was
tremendous competition among  Jewish
brokers in that era. Hence the low cost for an
Atlantic crossing. The price of passage being
such a bargain, my aunt and sister in New
Haven held council with cach other. They
decided to sharc cvenly in the fare and sent
for me. In trn, my father scrounged
together some twenty gulden and I set out
from Galicia in mid-winter for the strange,
faraway world.

“I took with me a rye bread, a herring,
two shirts, two handkerchiefs, a pair of
Tephillin and two small books of poetry, one
by Zunser and the other by Ehrenkrantz, The
books were given to me as gifts by my dear
fricnd, a baker's son.  With this motley
collection under arm, I bid farewell to my
hometown, Dynow. My mother cricd as my
father sighed. It was a miscrably blizzardy
day when 1 took my lcave.

“The ship on which ! sailed was an ancicnt
and decrepit vessel. In fact, this was her final
voyage. So she ploughcd slowly the occan, a
long trip of seventcen days duration.  After
all, what was her hurry? The occan was going
to be there for a long time yet. But how
mercilessly that ficrce Atlantic buffeted her
about. In the second weck of our endless
voyage, on a black, storiny night, the occan
scemed to conspire with inordinate feroaity
aganst the $.S. Damia. It scemed a struggle
to the death, as far as the ocean was con-
cerned.  But the sturdy. old vessel was




damned if she was going to let herself die in
mid-ocean. Moreover she found allies among
the devout passengers 1n her hold. They took
to reciting Psalms wi*h a fervor, spurred on in
their devotions Fy their hysterical women-
‘olk und thei: wailing infants. By dawn the
waves simmered down. The winds had blown
themselves out and the old ship moved ahead
once more at her slow, steady pace. The
Psalm-saycrs knew that God had hcarkencd to
their prayers.

“At last we arrived and discmbarked at
New York’s Castle Garden. A representative
of the Baron de Hirsch Socicty took me to an
immugrant shelter at 5 Essex Street and sent
off a telegram to my sister and aunt in New

Haven, instructing them to come down for me.

The following morning they arrived and™we
had ourselves a warm reunion. They took me
with them by train to New Haven. On arnval,
I was permitted a two-week respite at the end
of which ume my uncle Yoisef Levine gave
me some practical advice: ‘Here in America,’
he counseled me, ‘a craftsman is far more
esteemed than a rabbi, a cantor or any kind of
clergy for that matter.” My sister and aunt
concurred most heartily with Uncle Yoscf.

“Whereupon 1 was soon apprenticed to a
tailor. During my apprenticeship 1 discovered
that there was a unton of talors which 1|
quickly joined. 1 learned, too, that New
Haven had a branch of the Socialist Labor
Party (S.L.P.) and that a certain Professor
Daniel DeLeon was its leader. In addition, [
found in New Haven an Anarchist group led
by Dr. Mandcll and a tailor by the name of
Bonoff. Both of them were fiery speakers
and sharp debaters. I found a dramatic club
led by Sam Torenberg. He later went on to a
successful acting carecr 1n the New York
Yiddish theatre. Witl, 1orenberg in the New
Haven drama group was Isidor Zolotarcfsky
who became a wellknown Yiddish play-
wright. They successfully produced Gold-
fadden’s Bobbe Yachne and the T:vei Kuni-
Lemmelo. Within this lively cultural sphere
which New Haven offered, 1 found mysclf at

once involved in all four dircctions. Each
mght was another joyous celebration for me.

“There was once a very talented baritone-
smger in New Haven, Ketleroff. He per-
formed at all Socialist cclebrations smging
largely the poems of Morris Rosenfeld. These
had been set to music. 1 loved Ketleroff's
singing and was particularly moved by his
rendition  of Rosenfeld's  Tefillah  Le-oni
{Prayer of the Poor Man). I quickly mastered
that song and came to know, through Ket-
leroff, the songs of David Edelstat which were
especially popular among the Anarchists.

“I developed a veritable passion for all of
Morris Rosenfeld’s poctry and 1t was my
fondest wish to have the privilege of knowing
the poet personally some day. And the dream
very soon came to frution! It was on May 1,
1892. [ was supposed to march in the local
May Day parade sponsored by the S.L.P.
But before setting out on that mission 1
headed for Oak Street to pick up my favorite
acwspaper. | came into Max Sach’s book-
store. He stocked all of the Yiddish ncws-
papers:  the Arbeiter Tzeitung, Der lolks
Advocat, Die Yiddishe Gazetten, the Yiddishe
Tageblatt and Der Yiddisher Herold M.
Sachs was a young man with a shock of
black, curly hair, a short pointed beard and a
beautiful forelicad. With Max Sachs therc was
a visitor. Hc introduced me to the man,
saying. ‘1I'd hke you to meet the famous
Yiddish poct, Mors Rosenfeld”  Then
turning to Rosenfeld, he informed him: “Tiss
young man 1s an ardent admirer of yours. He
knows your poctry well and I'm certain that
he'd be delighted o help sell your baok.’

“Whereupon Rosenfeld proceeded to tell
me that he was on tour through Jewish
communitics with his latest work. The
volume was priced at onc dollar a copy.
However, if here and there a buyer was
willing to be more generous, he would not be
reluctant to accept such occasional largesse.
‘I have with me about onc hundred copics,’
said Rosenfeld, ‘and 1'd like somncone to make
the rounds of New Haven Jewish homes.’
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What a golden opportumiy, I thought to
myself, to be of help for a renowned poet. |
immediately volunteered. In my enthusiasm |
forgot altogether about my May Day march-

ng plans. . . .t was a beautiful cay for
walking. We proceeded to make our way
from house to house in the Jewish neighbor-
hood. I led; Rosenfeld followed. 1 would
knock on the door. Hardly had the door been
opened for us when I would blurt out the
message. ‘This is the famous YidZ2ish poet
Morris Rosenfeld of New York City. He has
brought with him a volume of his superb
poetry. The price 1s only one dollar.' Rosen-
feld would say nothing. He would merely
smile benignly. And the response to my
presentatton was heartening. In some homes
they pleaded that we stay for a kalten trunk
and some tzubeissen, but we were cager to
get on with the task at hand. Here and there
more affluent New Haveners offered as much
as five and ten dollars per volume. Thus did
we enter Jewish homes from early morning
untl ten o’clock that night. We sold some
ninety-two copies. The total realized came to
one hundred and twenty-four dollars.

“l took Motris Rosenfeld to the home of
Sam Neveloff on Washington Strcet where the
poet was to spend the mght. He was traveling
to Boston the following mormng. As we
shook hands 1n farewell at Neveloff's, |
thought for a certainty that Rosenfeld would
offer me the gift of one book. 1 had shiepped
on a long day’s trck with him. 1t had been a
successful effort. . . But Rosenfeld intimated
nothing of the sort by cither word or act.
Whercupon I turned to Sam Neveloff and
asked him to lend me one dollar. Which he
graciously did. 1 gave Rosenfeld the bill. He
gave me a book and my day with the Work-
ingman’s Poet was at an cnd on May 1,
1892,"8

8. "The Zukunft,”” May, 1944.
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The pattern for most of the urban areas of Con-
necticut has been the same. The German Jews
arnved first and established liberal synagogues
Then came the eastern Europern Yaid: 1sh-
speaking Jews who formed Orthodox and Con-
servanve congregations. The most recent
groups of Jewish immgrants to arrive in Con-
necticut are the survivors of Hitler's Holocaust.
In many cases they formed new congreganons,
such as Tikvoh Chadoshoh in Bloomfield.
The rabb: of Beth Hillel in Bloomfield 1s Dr.
Philip Lazowski, who was born tn “White
Russia”near the Polish border. He was eleven
when the Germans invaded his village. In his
recently published book, Fasth and Destiny (Fox
Press, Hartford), Dr. Lazowsk: tells the thrll-
ing story of his escape from the Nazis, his sur-
vival in the forests of Russia and his eventual

arrival 1n Hartford.
It would be an impossible undertaking to go

into detail regarding each Jewish community in
our state. [nteresting research projects may be
done by students with rcgard to their own
particular areas  Useful sources of information
are the records maintained by Jewish historical
societics, such as those of the Jewish Historical
Society of Greater Hartford, 335 Bloomfield
Aveanue, Hartford;  Conaccticut branches of
national Jewish organizations listed on page 145;
commemoration booklets produced by many of
the Jewish congregations in Connecticut: and
interviews with Jewish community leaders or
immigrants 10 your area. In addition to these
avenues of onginal research, there are several
pubhshed historics of Connccticut Jewry. These
are hsted in the bibhiography.

* Today the largest Jewish populations arc
found n.

Hartford 23,0007
New Haven 20,000
Bridgeport 14,500

The total Jewish population in Connecticut 1s

9. Population 1n 1973 according to the 1974-75
American Jewish Yearbook.
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just under 100,000 or about three and one-half
per cent of Connecticut’s entire population.
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THE JEWISH FARMING COMMUNITIES !0

The eastern European Jews introduced a new
element into the sociological make-up of Con-
necticut Jewry: dairy and poultry farming. The
primary reason for the cstablishment of Jewish
farming commumtics 1n the castern United
States was the relocation work of the Baron de
Hirsch Fund. Baron Maurice dc Hirsch voas a
German Jewish philanthropist born in Munich in
1831. He belicved thar agriculture would
provide a sccure futurc for the Jewish immi-
grants in the United States and Palestine. In
1891 the Baron de Hirsck Fund commenced
operations whereby money wae made available
to Jewish familics who wished to purchase small
farms. The first such community sponsored by
the de Hirsch Fund was located in southern New

10. Al information about Connccticut Jewish
farming communitics 15 derived from The
History of the Jewish Parmer in Lastern Con-
necticut by Morton Gordon, an unpublished
doctoral disscreation, 1974, which the author
lcmncruusly made available to us.

M i

Jersey. Others followed in Connecticut. In
1891 the United Hebrew Charities of New York
City sent a group of immigrants to work in a
dress factory in Colchester. Very soon after that
thcy were aided by the de Hirsch Fund to
purchase old abandoned dairy farms in the
countryside surrounding Colchester. ~ Other
Jewish immigrants followed their example and
by 1900 there were Jewish farm scttlements in
Chesterficld, Uncasville, Norwich, Lebanon,
Niantic and Moodus. The rcason that Conncct-
icut was a popular place of scttlement among
the Jewish farmers is given in the American
Jewish Yearbook — 1900
Established dairy farms are offered for sale in
New England at a pricc less than the cost of
the buildings on them. Thcir abandonment is
duc to death or old age of their owncrs,
whose childrcn, attracted to the citics and to
professional occupations are willing to scll
their ancestra’ “.omestcads at a great sacrifice.
Jewish immigrants coming from the villages of
the Pale of Scttlement 1n Russia arc rcady
buyers of dairy faims, because they were
accustomed to dairy pursuits in thz old
home.!
Other Jewish nnmigrants purchascd tobacco
farms m Rockville and Ellington. A few tricd
vegetable farming ncar New Haven, The farmers
had a difficult ume getting started. Connect:
icut’s soil is poor, the weather is unreliable, and
many of those who went into farming knew
little about t. Farmers’ organizations were
formed for the purpose of exchangng infor-
mation. Through much hard work and suffering
the immigrant farmers managed to prosper. By
1927 there were an estimated one thousand
Jewssh farmers in Connecticut.  Dairy farming
declined.  There was an increased interest in
pouttry farming because it is less strenuous and
requires less of an investment. The great major-
ity of the Jewssh rcfugees who settled in
Connecticut between 1933 and 1945 also turned

11, Report on the “Baron de Hirsch Fund.”
American Jewish Yearbook. 1899-1900. p. 45.




to poultry farming, although there were about
thirty German Jews who purchased dairy farms
in Windham and New London counties.
Subsequent ainivals of displaced persons after
World War 1 brought about the ¢stablishment of

addmonal  Jewish communities 10 castern
Connccuicut.  Danielson became an important
Jewish center. The Jewssh farmers of castern
Connecticut  formed  their own organization
called “The Farband of Jewssh Farmers in
Connecticut.”  Onc of the functions of the
“Farband” was to hold an annual memoral
service on Apnl 12 for the wvicums of the
holocaust so that *. . .American Jews would not
be allowed to forget the fate of 6.000,000
Europcan Jews.” This organization was most
actve m Colchester and Daniclson.

The number of small farms n Connecticut has
been decreasing, but the more successful ones
have increased 1n size and volume. One of the
largest poultry busincsscs 1 the state is the
Colchester  Egg Company.  This important
business was developed by Julius Rytman, a
former displaced person who settled in Norwich
n 1949. He started out on a small dary farm,
later expanded his actwities to include the
milling of feed, and finally went into the egg
bustness.

The cra of the small poultry farmer has just
about ended. Those who remain sell o local
stores and restaurants. Dairy farmers have been
faced with the same dilemma.  Big busiess
concerns and cooperatives have forced most of
the smaller farms out of competition.

In 1938 a group of scventeen Jewish farmers
founded the Central Connccticut  Farmers’
Couperative Association with 1ts headquarters m
New Haven, In 1941 the Association purchased
an old building i Manchester and went into
the feed mill business. By the 1960°s the Coop
had grown to a membership of over three
hundred and had expanded the business to the
Midwest.  Largely  through the cfforts of
Emanucl Hirth, a Jewssh farmer from New
London who became the manager of the Coop,
the business contmued to grow and became
highly successful.

143

CONNECTICUT’S SEPHARDIM

The only known distinctly Scphardic
community in Connecticut today is the Sep-
hardic Congregatior: of Greater Hartford. This
congregation was cstablished by seven families
who left Turkey around 1917 and settled 1n the
Hartford arca. They came from Istanbul
{Constantinople) and Izmir (Smyrna).

The original founders of this congregation
brought with them therr knowledge of Ladino or
Judesmo, the medieval Judeo-Spanish dialect of
the Sephardic Jews. After the expulsions from
Spain and Portugal in 1492 and 1498, many
Scphardic Jews settled in Turkecy. For four
hundred years they continued to usc this dialect.
In a little more than a half a century in the
United States, howcever, the use of Ladino has
diminished to almost nothing. A spokesman for
the Sephardic Congregation of Greater Hartford
indicates that there 15 now an increasing interest
among their young members to revive the usc of
this language in an cffort to prescrve at least a
part of their umque culture.

Today the Sephardic Congregation of Greater
Hartford has grown to around fifty members
composed of Scphardun from Israel, Morocco,
Greece, Iran, Iraq and Turkey. The congre-
gation does not have its own synagogue building,
but mects in Temple Emanuel, 160 Mohegan
Drive, West Hartford. Services are held only on
the High Holy Days. but the Sephardim meet
several times throughout the year for socral
events.

The man objective of the congregation 1s to
raisc moncy for Isracl’s underprivileged Sep-
hardim who igrated from Africa and thie
Middle East after 1948: and to mcrease aware-
ness among the youth regarding the Sephardim’s
umque experience and cultural hertage.

SOCIAL ORGANIZATIONS

The greatest sources of mformation about the
Jewtsh communrty of Connecticut are the many
social orgamizations that the Jews of ths state
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have established. In many instances, particularly
in the small towns, the synagogues serve also as
community centers. The following 1s a list of
some of these organizations:

Bridgeport

Hadassah Chapter of Greater Bridgeport
67 Valley Circle
Fairfield, CT. 3710277

Jewish Community Center and the United
Jewish Council of Greater Beidgeport

4200 Park Ave.

Bridgeport, CT. 372-6567 372-6504

Jewish Family Service Inc.

144 Golden Hill

Bridgeport, CT.  366-5438

Danbury

Jewish Federaton of Greater Danbury
8 West St.
Danbury, CT. 792-6354

United Jewssh Center of Danbury
141 Deer Hill Avenue
Danbury . CT. 06810 743-1180

Deep River

Jewssh Community Center
Union St.
Decp River, CT. 5326-5649

Hartford

Jewish Historical Socety of Greater Hartford
333 Bloomficld Ave.
Wost Hartford, CT. 2364571

The Hartford Jewssh Community Center
335 Bloomfield Ave.
West Hartford CT. 2364571

Jewish Family Service
333 Bloomficld Ave.
West Hartford, CT.  522-8265

Hartford Jewish Federation
333 Bloomficld Ave.
West Hartford, CT. 236-3278

Jowssh Singles
18 Puritan Dr,
Bloomficld. CT. 2424144

Meriden

Menden Jewish Welfare Fund Inc.
127 E. Main St.
Menden CT.

New Britain

Jewssh Federation of New Britan
272 Mam St.
New Britain, CT.  223.8115

New Haven

Jewrsh Community Center
1162 Chapel St.
New Haven, CT. 865 5181

Jewish Commumity Council
1184 Chapel St.
New Haven, CT. 562-2137

Jewish Commumty council Housmg Corp,

18 Tower Lane
New Haven, CT. 772-1816

Jewish Family Serviee
152 Temple St
New Haven CT. 777-6641

Jewrsh National Fund
65 Cooper Place
New Haven, CT. 387-3991
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Jewish Welfare Fund
1184 Chapel St.
New Haven,CT. 562-2137

Jewish Historical Society of New Haven
Mr. Harvey Ladin

152 Temple St.

New Haven,CT. 787-0241

New London

Jewish Community Council
of Greater New London
86 State St.
Ncw London, CT. 4428062

Norwalk
Jewish Community Center

Shorchaven Rd.
East Norwalk, CT. 838-7504

Jewish Community Council of Norwalk, Inc.

Shorchaven Rd.
East Norwalk, CT. 853.3440

Stam ford

Jewish Center
132 Prospect
Stamford, CT.  327-1900

United Jewish Federation
132 Prospect
Stamford, CT. 359-2178

Waterbury

Jewish Community Center of Waterbury
34 Murray St.
Waterbury ,CT. 7534189

Jewish Federation of Western CT.
34 Murray St.

Waterbury ,CT. 7534189

Jewish Family Service of Waterbury
34 Murray St.
Waterbury, CT. 7534189

In addition to the above, most of the national
Jewish organizations have branches in Connect-
icut.

The Zionist Organization of America, dedi-
cated to the preservation of Israel and Jewish
rights, has its headquarters in New Haven at
1146 Chapel St. The Hadassah (women’s
Zionist organization) has chapters in most areas
of the state. The women raise money through
bake sales and Hadassah Thrift Shops.

The B'nai B'rith, 1184 Chapel St., Suite 3,
New Haven, has over twenty local lodges in
Connecticut with a membership of about 3500.
The organization is active in fighting discrimin-
ation through the Anti-Defamation League and
supports various community projects. Ararat
Lodge of Hartford No. 13, founded in 1851, is
the oldest lodge in continuous existence in the
world.

The United Order of True Sisters is the oldest
fraternal Jewish order in the United States. The
members arc very active in local charity work,
but the main function of the order is to further
cancer research. They also tun a camp for
handicapped children in New York, The
Connccticut  chapter meets  at the United
Synagogue, North Main St., West Hartford.

The Organization for Rehabilitation through
Training, called the ORT, is a vocational training
program for Jewish people. The organization
began in 1880 and now operates on five
continents.  There are nine chapters in the
Connecticut River Valley Region: four in the
Hartford arca, and outlying chapters in Windsor,
Newington, New Britain, Farmington and the
Middlctown arca. The central Hartford chapter
is located at 411 Homcstead Ave,, Hartford.
There is also a Fairficld County Regional office
at 3720 Main St., Bridgeport.

There are several local chapters of the Pioncer
Women, who support different social services in
Isracl.
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The National Council of Jewish Women has 4. Many Connccticut Jews have chosen political
carecrs. Read the information on *“‘Connect-
icut” in the Encyclopedia judaica for a list
of Jews from our statc who have scrved in
local, state and national government. Present
a report to the class on Abe Ribicoff or
Connecticut

many caapters throughout the state of Connect-

icut. These women provide services for the

elderly, dizadvantaged, and aid for Isracl.

The only Jewish hospital in Connecticut is
Mz, Sinai in Hartford. Opened in 1923, this
hospital serves the needs of the general com-
munity, while providing uniquely Jewish services
and Kosher food for those who wish to kave

_ them,
There are three old age homes in Connecticut:
Hebrew Home for the Aged
615 Tower Ave.
Hartford, CT, 242.6207
Jewish Home for the Elderly
of Fairfield County
175 Jefferson St.
Fairfield, CT. 3749461
Jewish Home for the Aged
169 Davenport Ave.
New Haven, CT. 562-5185
There is also a Jewish orphanage in New Haven:
The Jewish Home for Children, 152 Temple St.
865-6189.

Another good source of information is the
Connecticut fewish Ledger, a weekly newspaper
that was founded mn 1929, The offices are
located at 2475 Albany Avenue, W, Hartford,

Discussion Questions and Activities

1. What werc the three main reasons for the lack
of a permanent or official Jewish community
in Connecticut prior to 18432  What hap-
pened around that time to change this?

2.Conduct a discussion about church and
state scparation. Docs the study of the Bible
{or any other religious book) as literature or
history violate any civil laws?

3. Choosc one of the Jewish organizations listed
in the guide. Find out as much about its
history, growth and current activities as you
can and writc a report.
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another prominent

politics, _

Jew in

Abrabam Ribicoff
5.Read the novel The Outside Leaf by Ben
Ficld and write a book report. Judging by all
that you have studied so far about the fews,
how accurate 15 this portrayal?

6. Choose onc of the following Connecticut

Jews who have made contributions in the
ficlds of art, literature and science. Present an
oral report to the class.

Hezekigh Augur — an arust boru m New
Haven in 1791 whose most significant paint-
ing 15 in Yale's Trumbull Gallery,

Sophic Tucker - a singer and entertainer
from Hartford.

Ldward Wallant born m New Haven in
1926, author of The Pawnbroker,

Jacob Adler (B, Kovner) — a Yiddish
humorist who scttled in New Haven,

Bessic Bloom  Wessel a sociologst,
pioncer in the field of cthe studies m the
1930%, and resident of New London,

Dr. Renben Leon Kalin born in Lith-
uamia in 1887, scttled in New London,
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developer of the Kahn blood test for the

derection of sy phibis,

Stan | rceman prantst-composer  from

Waterbury.,

George Darwdson - arust and winner of the

3 Prix dc Rome from Waterbury.

- Calewn Calmon - uinmigrant to New Lon-

don. a chemist who 1s credited with the

desaltization process of sca water.

3 Abe Ribicoff — born 1n 1910 10 New Brie-

ain, the son of a poor factory worker from

- Poland, former Governor of Connecticur,
secretary of HEW under Kennedy, and Sena-
tor from Connecticut.

Loute Nye and Todie Fields — comedians,
both born 1n Connecticut.

Norman Lear — a famous Hollywood TV
situation comedy producer, a graduate of
Weaver High School in Hareford.

7. Many synagogues have archives and docu-
ments relating to their history. Visit a syna-
gogue tn your area and do a small research
project on 1ts origin. What pare did the dif-
ferences between Jews from different areas of
Europe play in the establishment of syna-
gogues? Consider the Lithuanian and
Ukrain.an Jews

8. Write to the Central Connecticut Farmers’
Cooperative  Association  for  information
about this orgamization’s activities today.

GLOSSARY — PART 11

Hazzean - a cantor who chants durmg d r(‘hgmus
serviee.

kalten wrunk - Yiddish for cold drink,

Ladino (Judesmo: - a medieval Spameh dialect
contbmed with Hebrew words and written m
Hebrew ike characters, spoken by the Sep-
hardim,

Minvan - a quoram of ten males over the age of
thirtecn needed to conduct 4 rehgrous service.

Mohel o surgeon who arcumarzes accordimg to
rehgious tradition,

shlepped - Yiddish for carried.

Tephithn  (Tetillin) phylactenies  contanmng
pottions of the Torah that are worn on the
forchcad and arm while pray mg,

tzubersson a smach,

O
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MLIDIA AND OTHER INSTRUCTIONAL AIDS

Hartford Jews 1900-1925, 30 minntes, a kine-
scope that portrays the history of the Jews in
Hartford.  Available through the Jewish
Historical Society of Greater Hartford, 335
Bloomfield Ave., Hartford.  Suitable for
sccondary students and adult audicnces.

Hhe Peoples of Comecticut resource package on
the Jews, available from the Curriculum Lab,
Unwversity  of Connecticut, Storrs,  This
package contams wvanwous rehgious articles,
books. catalogues. brochures from some of
the  Jewish  orgamizations in - Connecticut,
records. a set of slides on Hartford's Jews and
a tape of Yiddish folksongs.

BIBLIOGRAPHY
Parc 11

Chiel, A. Arthur.  Looking Back. Woodbrdge,
Connccticut:  Ellen and David Egger Publi-
cation, 1973,

Commemorative booklet about the Conserv-
ative congregation B'nai Jacob in Woodbndge.
{Rimmon Rd., Woodbridge, 065235).

“Connecticut,™  Lucyelopedia Judaica. New
York Macmillan Co., 1972,

Feldman, J. Abraham. Remember The Davs Of
Old  Hartford.  Congregation Beth Isracl,
1943,

A brief history of the Reform Congregation
Beth Israel i commemoration of 1ts one
hundredth anmversary. This contams much
mformation about the Jews of Hartford.
Temple Beth fsrael s one of the oldest
sy nagogues m Connectrcut. {Available at the
Harttord Pubhc Library or from Temple Beth

Isracl).
Gordon, Morton L. The History of the Jewish
Parwer e Davtern Comnccticnt An un-

published dissertation submitted m partal
fulfillment of the requirements for the degree
of Doctor of Hebrew  Literatuie, Yeshiva
University, New York, 1974,

{Available trom “The Peoples of Connect-
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icut” Jewish Resource Kir, Learning Re-
sources Area, U-32, Unwv, of Conn., Storrs.)

Hithner, Leon. The Jews of New England
(Other Than Rhode Island) Prior to 1800.
Waltham, Mass: Publications of the American
Jewish Historical Socicty X1, 86-95.

A documented history of New England’s Jews
in Colonial times.

Joseph, Samuel. History of the Baron de Hirsch
tund:  The Americanization of the Jewish
Inmigrant.  Philadclphia  The Jewish Publi-
cation Society, 1935.

A complete history of the Baron de Hirsch
farm settlement program and the impact 1t
had on New Jersey and Connecticut farming.

Kirshmitz, Mrs, P. 4 History of the 3cth Hillel
Synagogue  Bloomficld:  Congregation Beth
Haliel.

A brief Instory of this congregation 15 1n-
cluded in this commemorative booklet. (Beth
Hillel, 160 Wintonbury Ave., Bloomficld).

Klicr, Saralh Katzman. History of the Jewrsh

Community of Waterbury.,  June. 1974
(mimco). __
A very brief history of the Jews i Waterbury
(6 pages). (Available from “The Peoples of
Connccticut” Joewish Resource Kit or from
Mrs. Klier. 306 Willow St., Waterbury).

Lazowski, Philip. 1 aith and Destiny. Hartford:
Fuox Press, Inc., 1975.

The chnlling story of Rabbr Lazowski's escape
from Germanoccuped Russia and immp
gration to the U.S. and to Bloomficld.

Lenn, Theodore, Binding the Generatons ach
to lach. Hartford:  Temple Beth lIsracl,
1968.

A commumorative booklet prepared for Beth
tsracl’s 125th anniversary.

Marcus. Jucob R, Critical Studies v binenican
Jewssh History New York Krav Publishing
House, 1971,

A detaded account of the Jews role m
Amenican history.

The € olonial Yinerican Jew 1492-1776

Detroit. Wayne State University Press, 1970,

A brief skerdh of Jownh partapation m

Colontal Americas o dhronology . documents

pertaining to Jews n Amecrican history.

Larly American Jewry. Philadclphia:
Jewssh Publication Society, 1951.

A history of the Jews in Colorial Amcrica,
contaming a great many public documents
and letters.

Pawlowski, Robert E. and the Northwest Cath-
olic High School Urban Studics Class. lHow
The Other Half Lived. Hartford. Northwest
Catholic High School, 1973,

An cthnic history of the Old East Side of
Hartford, contaming mfeanation on twelve
of the cthnic groups in Hartford.

Postal, Bernard and Lionel Koppman. dmerican
Jewish  Landmuarks 4 Travel Cuide and
History. New York: Flect Press Corp., 1976,
A three volume series describing every place
of Jewish interest in the United States. Each
of the 53 chapters contains a complete
Fistory of the Jewish community m the arca
covered.  Connecticut will be included in
Volume 1 which is expected to appear n
Noveinber, 1976 (paperback edition will cost
$6.95).

Silverinan, Morns.  Hartford fews 1659-1970.
Hartford.  The Connccnicut Historiaal Socr
cty. 1970.

This 15 the best source of data on Hartford®s
Jewnsh commumty., It contams detuled
mforntation on Hartford and Conncencut
Jews who have participated m every aspect
of community bfe.

wemee. “The History of the Jews in Hartford.
1650 to the Preseut™. The Hartford Conrant.

Ten  consccutive nstallments starung on
January 2, 1955,
Sulntan, Esther and Leonard Goldstem. A

Goodly Heritage,  New London:  Bmglam
Printing Co.. 1957.
A very complete nstory of the jews of New
Londou from 1860 to 1935,

wolf. Smmon.  The Amencan Jowe av Patnot,
Soldier and Citizen, Boston Gregg Press,
1971,
Contamns hsts by state of Jewish soldiers,
nformation on Connecticut Jews 1s nunimal.
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Fiction

Field, Ben. The Outside Leaf. New York:
Reynal and Hitchcock, 1943,
A novel, suttable for secondary students,

about a Jewish broadleaf tobacco farmer.
This book contains a great deal of infor-
mation about the tobacco business as well as
Jewish family life in Connecticut in the
1930’s.
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APPENDIX

Kosher Cookbook Proves
Windsor Sisterhood Members Don't Live
‘By Bread Alonz’

By PAM LUECKE*

Sharing recipes with members was only part
of the goal when the Sisterhord of Congregation
Beth Ahm 1n Windsor sct out to assemble a
cookbook.

Obscrving the Laws of Kashrut. providing
menus for religous and secular occasions and
raising funds for the synagogue were also part of
the plan.

The result. after three and a half years of
work, 1s Mot By Bread Alone, a bright red
sprral-bound  kosher cookbook to be released
March 2.

The book was an “honest labor of love,”
according to Susan Viner, managing cditor.
She and three associate editors — Sylvia Savath,
Carol Kraimer and Helen Golden, alf of Windsor

- cach edited the 600 ricipes submitted by
Sistechood members. Many were kitchen tested.

Four hundred of these recipes, representing
94 Sisterhood members, will be featured 10 Not
By Bread Alone. (The utle, madentally. was
wspired by the Bibhical Passage, Deuteron-
omy. 8.3).

Categonies range from appetizers (the chaprer
is enntled “In the Begmming™) o desserts,
mnduding a special scction for Passover dishes.,

Each parcre or ncutral recipe (which means
1wt can be served wath either a daiey or meat dish,

I‘Tht‘ Hartford Courant, Wed., Feb. 18, 1976.

according to the Laws of Kashrut) is marked
with a *P" in the book. Each of the 39 menus is
also labeled cither ‘P, "D’ (for dairy), or ‘M’ (for
meat}).

Recipes were subnutted on everything from a
five-by-seven card to the back of a paper bag,
according to Mrs. Viner. Retyping them and
achicving uniformity were major chores.

The editors were sticklers for accurate
measurements, bakmg times and temperatures:
they also doublechecked whether pans should
be greased or ungreased, covered or uncovered.

Sylvia Savath's *“Honey Fruit Cake” is one of
the synagogue's favorite recipes, according to
Mrs. Viner.  Mrs. Viner herself invented the
“Frutted Noodle Pudding’ recipe “out of sheer
frustration for finding pareve starch recipes.”

HHoney Fruit Cake

1 cup sugar

2 eqes

Y enp honey

] cup cooled ¢ O'rf('('

3 cup oil

'3 cup orange juice

"2 tsp. bakng sodu

pinclt of salt

23 cups flour

bitsp ey

2 tsp. baking powder

13 cup raising

Ly cup wabut meats, chopped

Cream sugar and cggs.  Add honey, coffee,
oil and orange juice. Combuie all dry ingred-
ients and add to mixture, Fold n rmsins and
nuts.  Bake in greased tube pan at 350 degrees
for 50 minutes.
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Fruited Noodle Pudding

12 oz. noodles ( fine, medium or wide)

5 eggs

Y2 cup sugar

! tsp. cintramon

14 tsp. baking powder

I tsp. salt

1 can (1 1b ) fruit cocktail (drained )

1 apple, peeled and chopped

12 maraschino ~herries, halved

Lreup el | d d-ied apricots

Cook ncou ording to package directions
and drain. Beat cgys in large bowl. Add noodles
and all other ingredients.  Pour into greased
9 by 13 inch shallow pan. Bake uncovered at
350 degrees for 45-55 minutes or untl top is
browned and center 12 set. Cool slightly before
cutting into squarcs. Serve in place of potatoes.

Saucy Pudding Dessert

Bread puddings have traditional charin and
old-fashioned goodness.  And, for another
winning feature, they make hine use of cxtra or
stale breads. Serve a bread pudding with tangy
lemon sauce dotted with chopped California
walnuts and sun-sweetened dried fruit picees to
pep up appeal even more.  Serve warm on a
chilly night when you want a nostalgic, yet
up-dated version of a long-time favorite. The
walnuts add just the nght crunchy texture and
combme perfectly with prunes, dned apricots
and peaches.
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Current Projects

At the time of this writing, scveral other
Jewish histories are in the process of being
prepared.

The Hartford “Our Roots™ project, directed
by Miriam Wheeler, coordinated the develop-
ment of written histories of twenty-one ethnic
groups in Hartford. The Hartford Public
Schools published the matenals in 1976. The
ethnic history on the Jews of Hartford is being
prepared by a committee from the Jewish His-
torical Society of Greater Hartford, 335 Bloom-
field Avenue, Hartford, under the direction of
Mrs. Sylvia Sheketoff. (236-4571)

2R RS ]

Mrs. Lawrence Lesser of Bridgeport has been
gathering information on the history of the Jews
i Bridgeport for many years. She and a
commuttec arc currently organizing the material
with a view to publishing a written history of
Bridgeport's jews in the ncar future. Mrs. Lesser
may be contacted through B’nai Israel Con-
gregation, 2710 Park Avenuc, Bridgeport.
(233-3045).

KRRk REKEK

Eric Roman of Danbury was commissioned to
write a study of whe Jews of Danbur, by the
Unit.d Jewssh Center. 141 Deer Hill Avenue,
Danbury, 06810. Tlus history of the Jews of
Danbury should be available sometime 1n 1976
from the United Jewish Center.
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A GUIDE TO THE AVAILABILITY OF DEMOGRAPHIC DATA ON
CONNECTICUT JEWS*

= American Jewish Yearbook estimates
U.S. Census, Mother Tongue (Yiddish) estimates
= Amencan Jewish Yearbook and U S Census data
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Statewrde x]x {x|b
Cities and
Towns
Ansonia X
Bndgeport X x| x X £
Bristol
Chesterfield X
Colchester X
Danuelson
Danbury x x
Derby X
Greenviich
Hartford x | x X X X
Lebanon
Manchester
Meridan X X X
Middletown
Mitford

Moodus

New Britain X | x X | x X X
New Haven x| x X
New London X | x x| x X X
Newtown
Norwich X | x x| x X
Norwalk
Putnam
Rockville
Stamford X X X X
Storrs

Torrington
Wallingford
Waterbury X[ x | x x| x X
West Harcford
Westport

Willimantic
Winsted |

®
® x
®
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* From a report prepared by Edward True, Research Associate for “The Peoples of Connecticut”
Q ject, Univetsuy of Connecticut, Storrs, 1975 (mimeo)
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