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Department, 721 Capitol Mall, Sacramento,*CA -
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be addressed to the Office of Child Development . v
(phone. 916-322:6241).
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Education Qode Section Reduiring This Report:

«

Section 8243.5 Annual Repor't . 2 -

Commencing Novepber 1, .1977, and on or beifore November'
tst for ead‘ year thergafter, the Super1ntendept of Public
Instruction shall submit to the Joint Budget Committee of
the Legislature a descriptive report, as detined .by" Sect1on
33403, on child development programs operating pursuant to
this chapter during the preceding f1sca11year. Each annual
report shall include, but is not iimited to, the' follouing
information, derived through samp11ng methods

« -~
»

, (a) Statistical data enumerating- and descr1b1ng
children and iam111es served by the programs, 1nc1ud1ng
distributions of fam111es and ch1Idren‘by income levels, by

\Fn1c grouylng. by children's ages, by marital status of

rents. by reasons for: receiving child care service (i.e.,
employment, tra1n1n§ education, protection), by publijc
assistance status, and by family wize. o .

N . | . .

! (b) %tatistiéal data enumerdting and deécribing the
characteristics of progréms, 1nclud1ng the types of programs
in terms 'of size and type of fac111t1es utilizéd, types of
agencies operat1ng programs as defined ﬁy Section 8313, .and
the staff-child ratios and the staff composition fot ‘each
type of program and .for each type of operat1ng agency.

(c) Cost data describiag the tgtal costs and the
average cost. per hour of service for= each type of program
(as defined for purposes. of. subdivision (b)) and for each
type of operat1ng agency as de£1ned by Secﬁ1on 8&13

&

(d) Evaluate data describing the quality of child
development programs in accordance with measurement criteria
Aas established by the Super1ntendent gt Public Instructlon.

-

Each annual child developmgnt report shell Be ‘in two

parts: one part shall relate to subs1d1zed child care
services and one part shall relate 5 services under the
State Preschool ‘Program. A | ‘

2
. ] . by
.

(Amended oy Stdtutes:of 1978, Chapter '828,.8ection 3.)
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During fiscal year 1979-80,

26,500 children!

EXECUTIVE. SUMMARY
i

- CHILDREN AND FAMILIES SERVED

state prescho
from low-income families.

ols served over
The. average

child was ‘four years old,

of* H1span ¢ backgcound,

and came

ftom a" two-parent family earnlng 1éss than hal# of the state

median income.

Thus,

in keep1ng with program guidelines,

-

state preschool programs served primarily families needing
C3mpreheus1ve services ifor the1r children, rather than
iam111es who.needed spec1£1c support ‘for parent employmewt

*

or trazn1ng : g

i

t

PROVIDERS OF STATE PRESCHOOL SERUNCES.

Agencies and EaFi;igie? \ N -
' . . ) ‘ . h .
‘Data~indicate that state preschools provided a wide

variety "of services ta children and families. While most-
preschools were operated By-public agencies and conducted in
public school or school-trelated facilities, about ane-third
were operated by private agencies and conducted in settings

- ranging from church: bu11d1ngs and commun1ty iac111t1es to

. private homes. Few facilities were licensed to care for:
ﬁore than 50 children. Most pubjlic and private facilities
served between 11 and 50 children. ‘ .
" {a
r . N '
N ) . N
. . - . r - "
if\\\ / !
- ¥

. ¢ ) . .
. ' Counts of the individual children served are no. longer
collected by the State Preschool Program. .The estimate’

g1ven here 1s a proaect1on from the average daily

e

enrollmeni, us1ng the ratio of a.d.e.

for 1979-80 to

;?haf.

for 1978-79.

this projection: ((a.d.e.
(number served 1978-79)).
sources oi error,

the extent of which is not knouwn:

The follou1ng formula uas,used to develop

1979~ 80)/(8 d.e. 1978-79)° x
-This @§t1mate has two possible-
1)

. the' relat1onsh1p between a. d.e.
individual children served is uncléar,
estimate for 1978-79,

and the number

of + '

. 2

. P

and 2) the «a.d.e.

uypon which the current pro;ect1on is

«‘basedp is itself an estimate.
. however,

£y

it uould'appear that,
the same number of ch11dren were served 1ﬁ i1sca
1978 89 and ilscal year 1979-80. .

o~ f PO
J ' ’
. . . .

Within these Lam1ta ions, ,
on. the.whole, apprgximately-

year: . ..

1 - » ’ PP




. Most agencies d1££erent1ated stafif functignms,
- Cen&ral121ng administrative dujies at the agency level. At
the site level, staff time cextered on providing
instructional, chstodial, and food serv:ces While there
was a fairly even mix of blacks and whites among preschool
) staii, the number of Hispanic staff was louw and did not
- reilect the ethhic distribution of the children enrolled in |
, ' the _program. The reasons for these differences went beyond
. %he suope of the study

v

Y N

. THE COST.OF ‘STATE PRESCHOOL SERVICES o

.
’ . . +
<

A total of $27,016,166 was .appropriated by the
o ) - Legislature for the State Preschool Program in fiscal year
. 1979-80. O0f this amount, $26,259,987 (97 percent) was
. allocated to provide approximately 19,2080 preschool slots
(one enrollment in one 3 to 4 hour session). Overall, the
) . State Preschool agencies were reimbursed? an average of
$7.52 per child per day. Little difference in unit costs
SR per child peér day was found between public and private
agencies. v ’ - - .

’
s . L]

THE QUALITY OF STATE gaascnoon-ssnfrcss °a
.o <. . . : ‘
- . ; A survey of serv1Ces prov1ded during recent years reveals
a'trend among preschool agenc1es to provlde ‘consistently
. h1gh-qual1ty preschool services. - To minimize rekporting .

. . requ1rements, thereiore,.agenc;es weré not requzred to
subm1t detailed information about spec1al services. -
Instead, the report revieuws. and summarizes information 3
prov1ded over the lagt few years. Readers interested in

. . more detailed summaries are referred to the state preschool

reports for 1976- 77. 1977-78, and 1978-79.
- . ’ 4.

T . '0on the ﬁholei presohool programs provide a var1etyoo£

. . *.comprehensjive sérvices beyond the daily jinstructional

. N curriculum, The%e serviges_include health and nutrition

. - »servlces, social serv1ces, parent educat1on and involvement

, . 1 in program activities, ‘and cogn1t1ve and developmental ,

. ', assessment. Despite family and ‘work re&pon51b111t1es'

v . andf-in'many’caggs--language d1if1cult1£3,,many parentg

. .
[y d -

-

. N e . v 5 . ‘.\ ,
y .
: 2 Re1mbursed costs ate reported :as the lesser of the .
. o D contr ct amount.and reported ekpendltures « Actual
: v e o -relmbursements-u111 vary slightly as 3 result of

o co . adJustments reilect1ng the level oi serV1ce pnov1ded




manage to participate regularly in their bﬁildren s .
preschool programs. In addition to the services they
provide directly, the programs prov1de other services, such
as immunization, dental care, and family counse11ng, by
reierrrpg(iam1l1es o local/agencies, such as county
commun1ty health iac111t1es.\ In attempting to provide
social services, houever;, many agenc1e§ report "that °
available public serv1ces are«1nsuii1o1ent to meet the needs
of lou-1ncome families. |

-

v .‘r"
IMPLICATIONS

A
’

Children served by thegétate preschool programs were
those specified by the’ Leg1slature t- State preschool
serv1ces were prov1ded primarily #o ch11dren four years
of agl from famylies need1ng comprehens1ve services for
their ‘children athen than support for parent .
employment or tr iningz e

Y .
[ -

Next to Migrant ChLud Care Serv1ces, the state,
Preschopol Program 1¥ the dreatest source of subsidized
care ior Hispanic” ch11dren in Caliiornia., Houwever,
there appears to be a neked to incgease the‘number of -
bilingual staff and servicés to limited- and
non-English-speaking children. - ..
0n an equiv nt per unit basis, state preschool *
services cost about the same as otherbs‘Ps1d1zed ch11d
development serv1ces.3 .
. . 4 : .
¢ State pteschool programs continue to provide a ‘variety
of comprehensive services 1nclud1ng héalth, nutrition,
\ aedUcat1dn. spcial serv1ces, parent 1nvolvement, and
parent education. - s J '

COns1der1ng one preschool enrollment of 3 to 4% hours.as
approxlmately half of a iﬁll time equivalent enrollment in
0CD child development progrhms, a comparison with: Table 35
‘in Part I of this report. indicates that, during i1sca1
year 1979-89, one. preschool ‘'slot-cost, on @he average’,
. about 'hali that'of a fu11—¢1me equ1va1ent ‘enrollment in
the Chlld Development Prog

ram. . .
.~ . . . - 3 - Q ﬁ/\ . 81.68B DE 12622 2:82 1500 ’
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