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Education Code Section Requiring This Report:

Section 8243_5 Annual Repor't
.

Commencing Nove/aber 1, .1977, and on or before November'
1st for each year therpafterc, the Superintendept oi Public
Initruction ;tall submit to the Joint Budget Committee of
the Legislature a descriptive report, as defined ty#,Sectioa
33403, on child development programs operating pursUant to
this chapter during the preceding fscaliyear. Each annual
report shall include, but is not limited to, the' following'
information, derived through sampling methods:

(a) Statistical data enumera'ting'an d describing
children and falitilits served 'by the programs, inclUding

' distributions of,families and children. by income levels, by
ethnic prouying, by akildren's ages, by marital status of
parents, by reasons for. receiving child care service (i.e.,
employment, trainin, education, protection), by public
assistance status, and. by family size.

' (b) Statiatital data enumerating and de&cribing the
characteristics, of progrAms, including the types-of programs_
in terms'of size and type of fatlities utiliz4d, types of
agencies oper.atin,g programs as defined b, Section 8313, .and
the staff-c4i.ld ratios and the staffccdposition fot-esch 5

type of program and,for each type of operating agency.

(c) Cost data describing the t4talocosts and the
average host.pex hour of service foreach type of program
(as defined for puyposes of subdivision (b)) and for each
type of operatingagency'as defined ty Secidn'82.13.

(d) Evaluate data describirig thequality'of child
development programs in accrdanpe with measurement criteria
as ystabliihed by the Superintendent 0 Public Instruction.

ee

Each annual child developmpnt report sh-a11. 15e In two
parts: one ,:kart shall relate to subsidized child care
services and one part shall relate o s'ervctices under the
State, Preschool. Program.

,

(Amended by Statutes!of 1,978, dhapter 82-8,..eciion 3.)
°
.
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EXECUTIVE.SUHHARY

.CHILDREN AND FAMILIES SERVE

During fiscal year 1979-80, state preschools served over
26,500-children' from low-income families. rhe.average
child was 'four years old, of*Hispanio background, and came
ftom a' -two- parent family earning. leas than half of the state
median income. Thus, in keeping with program guidelines,
state preschool programs served primarily families needing
comprehensive services for their children, rather than

5 families who.needed specific support(foe parent employment
or training:

PROVIDERS OF STATE PRESCHOOL SER CES

,

Agencits and Facilities

IDtaindicate that state preschools provided a wide
variety `of services to children and families. While post,

.er preschools were operated By.public agencies and conducted in
public school or school-related facilities, about one-third
were ,operated by private agencies and_, onduCt-ed in settings "\

ranging from church.,buildings and community Facilities to
private homes. Few facilities were licensed to care for
*tore than 50 children. Most pubic and private facilities

,

se'rved'betwaen 11 and, 50 children. .
.

t , r r

1 Counts of the individual children served are no, longer
collected by the State Preschool Program. .he estimate', .

given here is a projection from the average daily ,;-,,,*

enrollment, using the ratio of a.d.e. for 1979-80 to `that
for 1978-79. The following formula was used, develop ...;

I this projection: ((a.,d.e. 1979-,8,0)/(a.d.e. 1978-79.Yx
(number sexed 1978-79)).. This e.'stimate has twd possible.
sources of error, the extent of which is not kn9wn; 1)

the relationship between a.d.e. and the number OT. % .

,.

individual children served is unclear, and 2).the,a.d..e,
estimate for 1978-79, upon which the current prOjection,is' ..,

-basedo is itself an estimate. Within, these Liikita ions,
however, it Womld appear that, on. the. whole, appy ximately-.
the same' number of Children were served in fisca year-, .

.

1978-89 and fiscal year'197980. ..
.0
0

!
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Most agencies differentiated staff functitmsk
-cenitralizing administrative duyies at the agency level. At
the sils level, statt-time cejitered on.providing
instructional, custodial, and food services. While there
was a fairly even mix of blacks and whites among preschool
staff, the 'number of Hispanic staff was low and did not
reflect the ethnic distribution of tihe children enrolled in
the program. The reasons for these differences went beyond
the scope of the study.

THE COST.2E(STATE PRESCHOOL SERVICES
I

A total of $27,016,166 was .appropriated by the
Legislature for the State Preschool Program in tiscal year
1979-80. Of this amount, $26,259,987 (97 percent) was
allocated to provide approximptely 19,20-0 preschool slots
(one enrollment in one 3 to 4 hour session).. Overall, the
State Preschool agencies were reimbursed= an average of
$1.52 per child per day. Little difference in unit costs

fi 4per child per day was found between public and private
agencies. 4

0
4 (

THE QUALITY OF STATE PRESCHOOL SERVICES 4 >

k. ..r
s?

A
... -,,

A survey of service's .provided during recent years reveals .'-

atrend among preschool agenCties to provide'consistently
high- quality preschool services. To minimize .reporting -,

requirements, thereforei.agencites were not required to .

submit detailed information about special services.
Instead, the report reviews.and summarizes information
provided over the last few yeal-S. Readers interested in.
more detailed summaries are referred to the state'preschbol / .

reporls for 1976-77, 197.7-78p. and '1978 -79.
,

provide-'On the whole; preschoolhool programs a yarietyobf
... comprehenOve services beyond the'daily iohstructional
curficulum. The'ge services_include health and nutrition
.ser,s7iCes, social services, 'paren't ektication and involvement
in progratiactivities, and cognitive and developmental ,

assessment. Despite family 4nd 'work responsibilities,
and-7-in many cas,e--lang,uage difficulties, many pa'rents,

,
.,..

.

%

,
.-..

2 Reimburse& costs aze reported as the esser of the
contrast amount.and TepOtted expenditures. Actual
reimbdrsements-will vary slightly 2fs a result of

. adjue.tmints'reflecting the level oi
e." A
service.provided.

--
, ,
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manage to participate regularly in their 'cOldren's ,

preschool In addition,tothe services they
provide directly, the programs provide other services, such
as immunization, dental care,and family counseling, by
referrkng.families_to local agencies, such as county
community, health facilities: In attempting,to'provide
social services, however; many agencies, report'that
available public services are\insufficien to meet the needs
of low-income families.

IMPLICATIONS

Children served by the :state preschooj programs were
those, specified by the/Legislature-- State preschool
services were provided primarily to children four years
of agfe from fam.liesiteeding comprehensive services for
their 'children athei., than support for parent ,

employment or tr inbg:
0., S

Next to Migrant Chaid Care Services, the State.
Preschopl PrograM i the greatest source of subsidized

- ;

care 'far Hispanid--thildren in California., However,
'there appears to be a need to tncrease the 'number of -
bilingual staff and services to'limited- and
non-English-speaking children. t.

Ito

On an equiv nt per unit basis, state preschopi
i

services Cost about the same as other,s4bsidized child
development services.3 , '

, 4: .
. , .

State preschool programs continue .to provide 'a .variety .

of comprehensive services including health, nutrition,
1 jeducatidn, social services, parent involvement, and

parent education. )

,

'.

. 4

5

4

3,Considering one preed'hool enrollment' of 3 to 4'hour.s.as
approxfmately halt of a f'till-time equivalent enrollment in ,

OCD chil,a development programs, a comparison withi Table
in Part I of this rehorti,ndicates that, during fispal .

year 1979-80, one preschool slot-coSt, on }he average,
about '1)410 .that,` of a full-ime equivalent enrollment in
the Child:bevelopment.P:OgraM: -"

0.09

3 -: 81-688 DE 12622 2.82 1:580
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