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' values and customs of the specific ré?pgee group

information on certain refugee gropps that have recently arrived3 and are -
- still arriving, in the United States. Unlike the refugees from Indochina

and the entrants from the Caribbean, these refugees havelarrivgd in much -
smaller'numbers: ﬁoweber, they still face wany of the same problems with \
1anguage, education, employment, and ¢ultural adjustment. |

'Each Fact Sheet’ 1s divided into approximately five sectlbns. .

1 GeneraI.Int;oﬁuctlon ’ &

2. Cultural Background ‘ 3 .

3. Educational Background_ “

_ 4. Implicatioms for Learoing English as a Second Language (ESL)
5. Implications for Orientation. ‘ \

Assembly in Los Angeles. , 3 -~

-permlssion to use the cover design, as originally ‘published in Traditional

Refugee Fact Sheet #6: The Armenfans .

'

The purpose of the Refugee Fact Sheet Series is to provide background

.
.

The cultural background section of each Fact Sheét is the m¢st inclusive; it

! -

contains information on the history, geography, language, religiomn, food,

. We w1sh €3 thank all df those without whose research and assistance a
we would not have been able to put this Fact Sheet on the Armenians together.““o \

We are especially indebtgd to Mr. Larry Cresan, Director of ‘the Armenian

4

We would also like to thank Stemmer House ?ubllshers, Inc., for,

Designs of Armenia and the Near East, by Ramona Jablonski.

’ -
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In the U.S.

-
o

Artenians ~

Historz

HIGHLIGHTS

Pursuing greater freedom and escaping the harassment they fice
in- the Soviet Union, thousands™ of Armenian refugees have left
their homeland -- the,Arme:ian Soviet Spctalist Républic ~=~ for
_the United States and other‘countries. ‘Between 4,000 and 5,000
Armentan refugees were admitted nj?/the Uu.s. from October 1,
1980 to September 30, 1981 but additional numbers have .entered
the'U.S. under other immigration categories. e
.' o -
There are approximately 500,000 people of Armenian'descent in
the United States. Larger communities are found in the Boston
and'New York areas, Philadeiphia, Detroit and'Chicago. The ’
1argest, however, and mhe fastest growing, is in Los Angeles,
where -the Armenian,population is. estimated _to.be 150,000.

«

.
o

‘With a'known history of séverai thousafid years, the Armenians
have Pdintained a senseof nationalism‘in spite of having been
forced from time to iime to become citizens of other countries
created by changing political borders Since 1920 the Armenian

/S%viet Soclalist Republic has been one of the -most economically
successful republics in the USSR, rapidly deyeloping from an
agrarian into an industrial economy . " .

g .
< L@

-

Recent Armenilan'history centers ‘on the killing of'l .5 million
by the Turks in 1915. Armenians had previously been thgkvic-
tims of similar attacks, due largely to their geographic ioca~
tion. As a result, the Armenians have traditionally been
forced to r 1ocate from country to country to avoid persecu-- )
tion, 300,000 to SOO »000 having been driven ‘Into the USSR in
the early'ZOth century > C e ‘

.
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I. ‘Introduction - .
Exéept for the yeare 1918-1920, the Armenrans have’ not possesSed an 1nde—

pendent nationjysince 1375. Accordingly, their history is one of constant mlgra—

tion, although til the early 20th century they generally stayed within their

"homeland" in the ea of Turkey and Russia. This homeland was inconyeniently

\

located in the path of various conquering armies, resultind in the persecution,

¢ exploltatlon and forced migration of the Armenians throughout hlstory.
v » » .
This, history of mlgratlon has led to the Armeﬁlans belng a fiercely 1nde;

pendent, proud people with’ a distinct cultural; llngulSth and religious iden-

tity. Such an identity has been_necessary for them to maintain a sense of - :
4

nationhood while belng a mlnorlty group in various countrles. I !

’ The most -recent mlgratlon has been from the Soviet Unlon, specifically the

Armenian Soviet Socialist Republlc.‘ Those who are able to leave are most likely
¥

¢

. to come to the United’ States, .where they join the half-quillion Armenians already
- in this , country. N , -7 .
In a large number of cases, the reﬁuéeesrue%e not born in the USSR but in- .

) . stead migrated into that country after World War II. Many were‘persuéded &3‘ .
enter by a Soviet propagénda\bampaigé encouraging them to "return to theix home~
land" in the ASSR. This campaign, based primarily on the Soviet's need for man-
power *in the newly-industrialized republlc, was often successful in 1ts appeal

to the Armenlans nationalism. 5 T ,

Many of those who entered the Sov1et Union at this tlme were dlsappolnted

[

with what they found. Being ungble to fit into that country's economic or poli-~ .

PRI

”‘"2. : -
tical system, they have attempted to leave the Soviet Union for the following

. .
.

reasons: ; . . -
- M - - 3 . ©

¢ " 1. 2 search for totafpreligious freedom. A Christian people. for =almost
* 1,700 years, the Armeniahs pIaEe'great value orr their religion. Many . .

~ fear that in the future their freedom may be restricted,, so they leave - .

[

the Soviet Unionh to insure that their religious practiges can contlnue
’ EN ¢ ‘ — :

s i . .

witholt government interference.

-

2. Persecution in a communist COuntry. Traditionally an economically in- o

dependent people, Armenians (like other Soviets) are discouraged from

) part1c1pating in "capitalistic" ventures. :
.

. 3. A search for freedom. Unw1lling to llve under -the repression they per~4
. cxlve in the Soviet Unlon, thousands come to:live in the U.S. and other

free countries even if they have not themselves been victims of perse= , o

cution. . ' ’ ' - .

t
:
o
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There are some Armenfans entering the Un1ted States from ochem countries -- '§
specifigally the Middle Edst -- but the numbers are simall and many of these are

*+a

not classified as refugees but are instead (for exXample) immigrants‘Joining

i £ 3

famllies in the United States. N « T . . "o
. The number, of Armenian refugees entering the United States is difficulé to
determine because of legal, classificﬁFions (simllar cases may be categorized
differently) and the failure to differentiate among Soviet refugees of different )
ethnic groups other than Jewish anﬂ non-Jewish " A U,s. State Department
report indicated that the number of refugees from the Soviet Union in the year

ending September 30 1981. was 2& 798; of which 5,524 were non~Jews, principally

‘Armenians.” Accordingly, this would place the‘number’ of Armenian refugeesg ’ <o

entering the U.S. between 4,000 and .5 ,000.1 - Estimates by Armenian groups tend

to he higher. L - ~ .
Armenian refugees from the ASSR spend three months in” Italy for proce ing

before they enter the United States. The majority have settled (and cordtinue to

iettle) in the Los Angeles area’y but many enter the New York metropolitan area,

Chricago, and the Boston area, where there are large Armenian communitiesi:

-
-~ ‘ .
. .

Religion _ no. .

‘ The importance -of religion in Armenian history is reflected 4n their pos-
sessing the oldest Christian church in the world, a cathedral built by St. e
Gregory the' I1luminator.- in 303. It isein Echmiadzin, near Yerevan, and i{s con-

- sidered SO be the cénter of Armenian Christianity.2 It 1s the seat of the‘ .

Armenian ApostOldc Church the official state religion since 301. Theré is also
a significant Proteltant population and a small number of Roman Catholics. Any

American city with a sizable Armenian population will have at least one Armenian

. Apostolic: Church and usually an Armenian Protestant CHurch as well.

Although religious practicé’is tolerated in the ASSR; there may be state
sanctions against ft. For example, a religiously active individual may be

- passed over for a Job or may have difficulty obtaining adequate housing

Therefore, many refugees seek complete religious freedom by leaving the SOViQCT

Union. ° . . - . T

Perhaps the single most important element of Armenian life, the Church pro-
vides much of' the basis for ‘not only. religious but“social and ca}eﬁral activi-
ties as well" Therefore, the Church can ,be an important source of -support in

the resettlement “of newly-arrived Armenian refugees in -the United States. T
, . . b Y., N LY

-
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_ Arts '

- .

PR " 3 \

The Armenlans enjoy an extensive. llterary history, much of their literature -

being natlonallstlc and hlStorlﬁél “in nature. - Reading for not only educatlonal
and re11g10u§ but also recreatlonal purposes is.an important cultural value, and

the literacy rate has always been hlgﬁ. TImportant works in English about

Armenlans include those by Wllllam Saroyan, who was known for his *short storles,
/

plays, poems, and essays. Mlchael J. Arlen's works, such as Passage to Ararat,

have. a very strong natiohalistic flavor. Thé best-known Armenian composer, Aram

[

Khachaturian,. is” 51m11arly very nationalistic 1n hlS work.
Traditional folk arts such as 51ng1ng('danc1ng and crafts cnntlnue to

thrive, prgmoted large%y through religious and social oxganizations, in the U.S.

‘ .

as well as in the ASSR? : . . : ’ !
well 2 . AN P

-

Name s

.

RN - 1 S
Armenian names are easily récognized. AS in America§ the family name is

'

last, the given name first. "Dicran Hagopian: Hagopian 4s the family name,
-

Dicran the giveMtname. Middle names are.vedy rare. Family names almost always
\

-~ '

b
end in -ian (meaning "son of"), -yan or -y.

N ¢ i
~ [ 0 e
. . —
Soc1a1PStfucture ~

* -

.- N
Like the rest of the Soviet Union, 'the ASSR is a relatively classless

.

‘society, at least -jr~its formal social structire. The main heirarchy exists in

. 2

its government positions, which sometimes miy be denied to religiously active

people. Because of Armehian respect for the church, however, clergy are deeply
re5pected and have considerable influence‘on their parishioners. Priests are

therefore leaders of the _social as well' as religious_community, althodéh they

1 ..
.may have llttle overt pblltlcal 1nfluence. Secular' leaders are more likely to .

.
<

derlve power from their polltlca; success. .

Much of. the Armenians'.success over the centuries has been attributéd_te.
. . . .: b ) Iy 3 I}
the strengtlk of their family system. "The Armenians had strong family loyalties
B v A s .
and,easily identified their welfare with that of their group... The Armenian °

had “every reaSOn to work hard and save, since economic self-sufficiency wa§ a
famlly.lncentive nd

- ~

I ' ~ ..

O The basic unit is. the nuclear famlly,.as in the .United States, but ties
4

4

A I
with the extended family "are also powerful. Great value is placed on "taking
S > 7

* - . .
.care of ourselves," not only within the f%gilyxbut within the Armenian community

+
aéva}whole. It is therefore very 1mportant to arr1v1ng refugees, to resettle

with any relatives -they may have in the U.S.




\ .

Armenians in the United States tend to be hard-working, independent and ¢ ,

. successful ¢ "The simple fact-is‘that Armenians like to work, eéspecially for

themselves.“4 ‘There is a powerful adherence to the work ethic, many Armenlans

»

flttlng into. the common pattern of lmmlgrants who come to the Unlted States

1mpover;shed but bBecome economlcally successful within a relatively short

nuﬁber of years. This is particularly true of Soviet Armenians who arrive with
.marketable’skills, even though they may experience initial underemployment due
.to the languagé barrier. Not Surpr1s1ngly, the Armenlans tend to be polltlcally
conservatlve, especially those who came to escape from communisme
U.S. Armenlans divide into several pol;tlcal camps based on their v1ews
and hopes regarding the “Armenian questlgn" of independence and cultural
.preservation. ghe issues surrounding the different viewpoints are complicated
and not readily defined. 1In general, loyalty to specific-political perceptlons
are reflected prlmarlly in the refugee's choice of church to attend.
‘Tn spite of these polltlcal differences, Armenians are supportave and .
devoted to the concept of "us as Armenian®." There is general agreement that
their culture mast te preserved, the only disagreement being how best to achieve

.

that goal. __

IT. Cultuxal Background‘

The Armenlan people, generally believed to be of Indo-European stock, can
be tracked back to 2350 B. c. Slnce before the birth of Christ they have inhab-
-ited the generxal arga bordered by Turkey on the West, Iraq to the Sogth, Iran.

to the East and Russ1a to the North. However, ‘the actual locatlon, s1ze and

e

shape of the Armenian Empire has varled drastically from the thousand-mlle long

empire of Tlgran the Great ‘in 70’B C. to the current Armenian Soviet Soc1a11st

Republlc w1th 1, 500 square mJ.les.5
Historx -

P .

i In spite of being over 3,000 years old as a people, the Armenians view their

history and tradition as Christian. In fact,* their self-description as “the

"first thristlans," while' technlcally inaccurste, is, supported by the€ir being
the first nation to. declare Chrlstlantty as its -state’ religion. Thls declara-
tion occurred in 301, when, accordlng to legend Gregory the Illuminator exop-
‘.cised demons that haa possessed Arménia's king, Teridate III.6 _Christianity
remains ‘an extremely lmportant part of Armenian tradition and day—to-day life

¥

and continues to be tolerated by the USSR.
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e -There have been give different Armenian Kingdoms in the last 24500 years,
but none Since the'year 1375 A.D. (other than the very short-1lived Armenian
Republlc in 1918 - 1920) At that time they were invaded by the Ottoman Turks

—~and becare a mlnorlty Wlthln Turkey and Pers1a.7

The greatest problem faced by the Armenians under 14th century Turkish
' domlnatlon was the 0ppos1t10n of their Christianity and the Turks' Moslem *

bellefs'.8 Stlll, the Armenlans were "the Turks favorite mlnorlty,.--valued not

\

only for their loyalty but for the services they performed for the Turks" as ‘a
skilled working class within the Turkish economy.9 "Their existence side by

side on thé same soil for five centurles unmlstakably indicates their 1nter-

dependence and mutual 1nterest n10° '

- .- - < ) .
This peaceful coexistefice ended in the Tate 19th Century however, with.a '

-

L3
series of events tjmt led to e of the most severe massacres in human history.

Rather than any specifi “®eveldpment, growing Turxlsh natlonallsm.and reli-

"34

gious fervor afe seen as the initial cause of the first massacre, which took
place in 1895-96. Between 100,000 and 200, 000 Armenians were killed, and more
would have died had it not been for the v01ced outrage of Englang, France and
Russia. Descrlblng this.as the first attempt to commlt genoc1de, historian
‘Arnold Toynbee states that, "The (Turks') scheme was nothlng less than 4the !
extermrnatlon of the whole Christian population within the Ottoman frOntlers.

Nothlng remalnedvbut to use the 0pportun1ty and strike a stroke that would never

" need repetition. nl1

* . A few years of peace followed until 1909, when 30,000 were killed in the .
area of Cilicia. Again, 'no apparent event caused the massacre other than the

increasing animosity between them, and growing ‘'Turkish determination to exter-

1 . .
minate the, Armenians. 2 v : ., e ‘

The final massacre, which .exterminated almost two-thirds of the Brmenian
< ©

population, occurred in 1925 and is commemorated each year on April 24, £ )

-

<
a

Turkey s stated reason for the persecution was that it was a response to acts of

treason against the Turklsh government by the Armenlan community. \Flstorlans,

however, view the massacre as hav1ng resplted from the antl—Armenlan stance of -

the Turkish governmedt at that’ tlme, based .mote on ethnlc dislike than. on actual

provocation by the Armen:.ans.13

.

- The first people to be killed were the 1ntellectual§ and clergy, leaders

of the @ommunlty. The resulting sogial dlsorganlzatlon ‘prévented any

. "
) resistance by _the Armenians. 13 s . . . .

-

Q . ’ l B ) <y - s
- . ‘ -7 - 9 I ) . v
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The final stage of the massacre was a two-pronged deportations - Armenian -
sold1ers —— who had formed a large part of the Turkish Army -- in effect became

prisoners, their, weepons confiscated. Civilians were forced to- ledve thei{

.

homes™ and march in the general direction of Russia. While most deaths resulted
from/bxposure and deprivation, hundreds of thousands were killed by either the
Turks or by tribes in the area who robbed the exiled Armenians before murdering
then. s \ . )

By the end of the massacre, 1.5 million people. were killed. In fact, . this

event was pften used by Adolf Hitler as. proof/gf the world's tolerance of brutal—

ity and” genocide. N ’ . ’ .

e e i~

'The collapse of the Transcaucasian Federation in 1918 led to the establish~
ment Bf“thE“ftrst independent Armenian Republic since 1375 15 Although finally

recognized as an independent state bx the Allies of World War I, Armenia was
much smaller than the original homeland, both in size and population.

" The independent republic was short-lived, however,, as international support

N

“for it waned. 1In 1920, Armenia was absorbed into the Union of Soviet Socialist .
Republics as the ASSR. o . N

.o * "i
\

A¥penian Soviet Soclalfst Republic ’ / ’ .

' The smallest of the 15 republics in the USSR, the ASSR has a population

of a proximately three million, 90% of whom are Armenian. Russia had histori-

cally ‘been 'a haven for Armenians escaping persecution in other lands, so there

was ‘a sizeable Armenian population even before- the exodus tesulting from the

1915 massacre. , ) : . -

The ASSR was originally rural and agricultura}, but since the 1930's it has
become iﬂcreasingly urban, with'éZZ of the population now residing in‘cities.

The largest city and capital is Yerevan, with a population of‘closg'to one

million. . ) .

While agriculture continues to be successful, 73% of the ASSR's economic T

<

value is now in industry and the republic is a ma jor supplier of industrlal ,

ooods to the rest of the USSR. In fact, it is the most economically successful ,i N
republic.1® Much—of the population As accordingly highly educated.
The -relationship of the Armenian people and the USSR can be best described -
as an uneasy coexistance. The USSR permits religious practice -- perhgga fear-
ing that forbiddiné it would 1&ad to civil.ua‘est due to the importance -of reli-

glon to the Armenians -~- but subtly harasses those who are active members of o
5

.
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©an agriculfural to an industrial society.

‘

-
v v -~

their churches. There are also subtle attempts to "de-nationalize" the

Armenians so that they 'will identify more closely with belng Soviets than
Armenlans, but such attempts have thus far not been partlcularly Successful. e
Bepause of their history as a persecuted people who have had -to move from one
area to another, the Armenians are partlcularly sens1t1ve to and aware of ipdi-

cations of lmpendln persecutlon, sometlmes resulting in’ uncertdinty angd anxiety

even at relatlvely calin, peaceful times. - "

3

PS
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Geography . ‘ e > o
‘

’

<~ Armenia containg somesextens1ve mountain ranges with arable valleys, but

most of the ASSR is a dry plateau. The climate is less than.pleasant,‘Mith

short, hot summers ang ‘long, severe wintérsﬂ While the success of agriculture

is more a reerction of the sbill of the ‘farmers than the quality of the langd,

S
the mineral wealth of the,ASSR is an important part of the republic's industrial

17
success. Culturally if not phys1§ally, the most striking geographic feature
of the Armenlan homeland is 17,000~ foot Mt. Ararat,

landing of Noah's Ark.

the legendary Slte of thes
Whlle it is in Turkey, the peak is clearly visible from _

" the ASSR. . _ - ‘ ..} ‘

. N . Y
-
. 4
. L3 .

Employment ’ _ . N .

It is difficult to generalize about the employmenE’of the Armenians because
of the occupatiqnal diversity in the ASSR that~resulted from its transition from
Those who leave Armenia to come to

Y

the’u.s.

every field.

Lanﬂ&ge

vk

2

’

are generally skllled workers or profess1onals representlng virtually

© -

Ny . . »

/

‘

v . ) .
The Armenian language is generally divided into two dialects; the Armenian

alphabet of 38 letters is used by both' East Armenian speakers in the USSR and
West Axmenlan speakers in the Mlddle East. The Jtwo dialects are mutually
1ntelllglble and communlcatlon can easily takerplace befween speakers of each.

" There is more* dlversity 1n spoken dlalects, however, of Whlch there are Sb
Some of these are sufficiently different to prevent cross-communication, but .

the lesser ‘dialects are rarely used and are typlcally conflned to

~

small villages. .
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" national guthorities and must follow policies dictated by them. )
. . =‘ . . - - .

Higher Education . . . '

.

, . . . _ <
III. Educat isnal Background o ‘ -
Armenians, like other Soxiet groups, have a high level of educatipn, par-—.

ti§u1arly when compared to refugee groups from other“countries. The literacy

fate of Soviet adults is over. 99%,18 certainly among the’ highest in the world.

.

Armenian School Systems \ o . a . .

Because of the linguistic diversity in-the Soviet Union, schools eE— - .
Armenian as the language of instruction, a1thoug the study of Russian is com—  °
pulsory. . 7 . i . + "“

CMildren are oftén placed in nursery schools at the age of three months and

pre—schools -- comparable to American}day-care centers —- at three. Education T

2

is universal and compulsory from the ages of 7 to 15, when students attend pri-
mary schools that emphasize reading and other basic skills. Secondary.school .
starts at 14 or 15, lasting two to four years depeding on the¥tudent's area of
specialization." ’ L ~

There is some ldocal control of schools by the equivalent of. an American N
school board within each republic. Thusqeducation in the ASSR 1s largely

controlled by Armenians, although they are, of course, answerable to ‘the

-

hd -
" -

N . -

, A youth‘who has completed secondary schooling‘may either start working or
enter a university, imstituté, or polytechnic'institute. Admission policies
favor studengs who have worked for a few years before furthering theif educa'
tion, encouraging them to work aft->r finishing secondary school.

’ There are three types of higher education available, to the sfudent’~.

1. Universities, which emphasize the humanities and pure sciences,

2, Institutes, which are specialized schools in one field such' as law,\ .
economics 'medicine and’ WFSiC’ similar to American professional schools,

3. Polytechnic institutes, which differ from institutions in that "several

o

studies will be grouped togeuher on a broader scientific baSe."19 ©oe

Sixty percent of university students -are “worker. students who hold outside
Jobs and (typically) attend schpol part- rather than,full time. This tradition
is strongly encouraged as a weans of bolstering the gprk force as well as

broadening the students' .experience. In fact, legal sanctions exist to insure

! [




" to World War II speak %estern Armenian, while recent arrivals from the Soviet

~t

.
3

2

‘that employers and universities allow the.employee/student'adequate flexibility

to. meet both'reSponsibilities.' P . o

N PO . ' .
;Apllcations for Education ' -

’
USSR educational.practices help prepare Armenians for life in the Uhited

States, largely through famillar121ng them'with the educational practlces and

.

chool is therefore not

traditions) of an’ industrialized SOClety- *Adjustment to

as difficult as n?:s for many other refugee groups.

‘'

ion in Soviet schools ..

which provides the students with the experience of learhing a second 1anguage. .

Particularly helpful is the use of bilingual.educ

This will ordinarlly facilitate thelr learning:English in the United States
(although relatively few arrive d}€h prior knowledge of the 1anguage).

Finally, the tradition of woxrking while in school -elps prepare refugees
for the necessity- of working while attending 1anguage classes, since few will
be able to postpone working until they have learned English. )

The solid educational background of most Armenians and their extremely high
literacy rate, then, are importamt strengths facilitating their ad3ustment to

life in the United States. - ‘ i

.

IV. Implications for Learning English as a Second Language (ESL) ,

Armenian belongs to the‘indo-European family of languages, sharing a common, .
although remote, ancestry with Englishe. Armenian’ forms an important branch of
the Indo~European language family,aparallel’to other branches sucg§as the Slavic, -t
Iranian, Germanic, beltic, and Romance (Italic). Cla851cal Armenian, also known‘

i

as Grabar, was spokenas early as the Fifth Century« NN
The two principal dialects‘of contemporary Armenian are known as Modern

Eastern Armenian, spoken in the ASSR and other republics of the USSR, as well

4s in Iran and other areas of Western Asra,'and Modern Western4ikmen1an, former- _

ly spoken wrdely in Turkey "and now used ln Lebanon, parts of Western Europe, and

in Nqrth America. Most of the Armenians who settled in the United States prior

. .

Union speak Eastern Armenian. The literary forms for Eastern and Western

' [

2.
Armenian are fairly simllar, however, the colloquial forms of the two dialects

diﬁfer significantly, although there is mutual comprehensron between dialectse. ) ‘
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There are_probably fewer than four millign sbeakers of Armenian today, .the
& \ N -
majority living.in the USSR. ’ ) : 4 . .oe

» Modern Armenian (both Eastern and Western) is written in an alphabet tlat

[ 4

was devised in the fifth stentury. It is not certain whether the Armenian alpha-
P . o K .

s
bet was modeled on the Greek or the Syriac form ot writing. The’wrltten system T,

goes from left to rlght'and a distinction ;s made between capltal and small
letters. Punctuatlon marks are used, but these differ from those found in ° \
English. The symioh (:) is USQS at the gpq "of all sentences. Puestlons.aredﬁ' )
indicated by a sbecial symbol K*) that is placed over the question-word or’ the =
item that is being questioned. Interrogative sentences also end with the .
symbol: (.). A comma is used much like in English. A period is used in written o

Arpenian where English would use a colon or_semi-colon as well as in abbreviac

Py

tions. Although the notion of punctuation will transfer from Armeniah to

? o

Engllsh the specific,K marks used in Eﬂgllsh will constitute potentlal problems, ¢

.

particularly the perlod.

Most ethnic-Armenians speak‘é;menian-in the Soviet Union. Armenians are
very proud of their language and have succeedel in malntalnlng it under dif-

ficult circumstances. Armenlan speakers are highly lnfluenced by Russ1an,

however, the de facto national language oOf the Soviet Union. Thefefore, most \ .
Armenians coming from the Soviet Union are apt to be fluent in both ‘Armenian and .

Russiad. Slnce Armenian ls of llmlted use ouaflde the USSR, a knowledge of
_ Russian is a requlrement for economic survival elsewhere in that cnuntry. In
addition to Russlan, other landuages Speclfic to the Soviet Union may also be ’ L.

known (such ‘as Georgian, Ossetic, etc.). . .

-

. This knowledge of the Cyrillic (Russian) alphabet will facilitate learning
the English writ;ng»system since many* of the letters in both Russian and ‘English |
j - .

have similar shhpes:~ A, B, C, E, K, M, O, P, T, X, Y. However, some of these.
§

* letters have different sound values in Russian than in English: B is pronounced
F . °

.as j;QC is always pronounced as ss; P has the value of r; X has the value of~37'ff-a,~
strongly éronounced h; Y has the value of 00; etc. “- . . R

L

-
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A sample of printed Armenian appear§ below.

. ] . ¢ 7

punctuation: ) .
- L4

. ’ . acqacd b Swuhwgbby, ap Swbgfom Pralhd pobkd b Shambmd,

. N ”' ‘unu,nqp""[ g Pﬁ,fw,u’l bpuwbylbp £pY c’l,nt’uu.f

o peghbp

Lulb’a

L
< . -

consonants. The vowels are similar tb those in

rated volceless stops and glottalized volceless

occur in Engllsh, are made when the vocal cords

o

pressurized air is released).

'

»

Eastern Armenlan~speakers learning English will

to voiceless equivalents in English. MEA has a
be a source of problems for the learners. ts®,
The follow1ng fricatives occur in MEA: f
v

Kh and ¢h.represent sounds that do not occur in

e 2

-

. i ‘ Yupt Juu’wbm& ’u-ll’ by qupduwgld, Sbina sbpp PaPadby wwpwhoiuwhpnd b
tockop Ynrhs Yufebs qreb dows wnwdy il ay b forvg wpmwiakbiae pum bpbagy@pY,

Fayg bo Swduanphl fuiqbud b ow wadh & whudu fabacd bf, qfwbpmd Spm - <
N thebaby gimilop WM Swpmiwin, fldacl b et dughpad, apeve Vop dmpuwdowpkp . |

— ll,-.-h, iw/bal',—uam.’[ﬁ ul-il:[ml e ‘H""["E :[- .t’u;‘, !L'l[' 'll"'l['.’ ’..,‘-l.

dulusime grh Sfugwifu Frrh dueschls pog wme 3 drae -

Modern- Eastern Armenian (MEA) has S1x distinct vowels and 30 separate

[u]i there is a sixth vowel, [&], that is similar to the vowel in English cut. ° ,
The MEA consonantal system is quite complex. MEA has a three—wa§ ‘distinction in
its stop consonants (stops‘are sounds like Englisn t, k, ps,etg.), whereas

English has a contrast'between voiced, aspirated voiceless st%ps and glottalized

voiceless stops, (p/br/t/d, k/g), MEA has a distinction between voiced, aspi-

similar to the stops made in English in such words as pay, tie, key (a t1ny puff
of air is. released after the ~stop is" made). . Glottatized stops, whlch do not

stop is released'{if you try doing this, you may?ﬁear a popping sound when .
’ i : . .
. b | j g (voiced)
- . . p" t" ch" k" (voiceless and aspirated) -

oo p' t' ch* k' (volceless and glottalized)

learnang to pronounce English stops since the aspirated stops are falrly close

- i

Note'in particular the

A

LY

Spanish: [a), (i), (el, (o],

-

stops. Aspirated stops are

are closed then released as thew

A

° -

not have much of a problem

series of affrlcates that will not

ts'{s and dz.

s sh kh (voiceless)
z zh ‘gh  (voiceless) S

English. 2h is like the

)
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ey

. .
pleasure. MEA has the following sonorants: m, n, h, y, 1, and two types of r -
sounds: one similar to English 'r', and another similar to Spanish or Italian -

trilled (rolled)’ 'r'. - y
Most of the consonants in MEA % ter in clusters .and occur at the end of

words in a manner similar to Engllsh ConsequentlyL‘the Modern Eastern Armenian

.
» [R—.

speaker should not ‘have a major problem learnlng English consonants. The only

areas of difficulty are: !

1., MEA 1 is pronounced like Engllgﬂ'l 1n -late; the 1 soqnd in bill will be °

. a major problem for the learner, - , : ¢

) 2. The two sounds 1n Engllsh thy and thigh will be a major. problem since .
sounds like these do not occur in MEA. z

.

Because Engllsh has more vowel dlStlncthnS than MER, Eastern Armepian- -
speakers learnlng Engllsh will have problems with some of them. The following

dlstlnctlons will probably present major problems: the vowel in at, caught, -

put and the difference -betwéer} bee’t/bit_, bet/bait, should/shoed, bbught/boat, . ’/j
bet/bat, cot/cat. ST i ‘ ‘ o

. Most words in MEA are‘stressed on the final sy{ijble, unless .the final .

syllable has the vowel [é], in which case stress £ s on the next-to-last . Q

»

sylla“fe. This means that English stress will be a problem, particularly where

”ﬁ\\\\;§2;:szj%st1ngu1shes between words. on the b¥sis of stress: é&xport (noun)-vs. °
P -
exp verb) s §' . .

MEA, -as well as ModernﬁWestern Armenian, h::ESeen influenced- by surroundlng
. i

3.

languages. Turkish, the South Caucasian ‘languages and Iranian in partlcular .

&

have modified not only Armenian vocabulary but also pronunciation and syntax

.

(the rules for constructing sentences). Some of the characteristics of MEA are
. 7’

therefore unusual compared to other Indo-European languages. Some of these

characteristlcs that may be the source of problem/ for- the nastern Armenian-

. ¢

speaker learning English are: t i .. ‘
) 1. MEA has an equivalent to English 'the'; however, what corresponds to the
\ ’ definrte article is-a suffix (either [-&) or [-n])'that is added tg the )
noun: , o /‘ . ' o ) «
’ 3 wine [gini]) the wine . [gini-n] . =«
meat ‘[mis] the meat [mis-é] cor

-

-ai! w« 2. MEA has no direct equlvalent to English indefinite articles (a, an,

o F

s e . v

- ‘ * ] '

,,‘some, any). - ‘

e

l{llcm o : | ) 1; . 16 .
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"If a noun doés not have the definite suffix, then it can be assufied to
. - ) Dot
be .indefinite: - . -
. - - 4
‘ {mis] 'meat' or 'some meat' / R

[ch"ékhghakhot'] _  ‘'a cigarette', ‘cigarétte'’
[ch"ekhghakhét'~é] ‘'the cigarette'
English indefinite articles will probably P& a source of problems for -

the Eastern Armenian learning English.

There are two ways to indlcate possession in MEA. One way, somewhat

singilar to Engllsh, 1nvolves a possessive pronoun (slmxlar to my),

except.tnat the'noun being possessed has to have the deflnlte suffle'
. ) §
attached.to it: ' ; . e

[im anin-é) (my - name - definite suffix) ‘my name'

- The other way is to attach a suffix to the noun to indicate the

5 N , &

possessors - o .

{andn-&s) (name - possessive suffix) "my name',
The third-person® singular prorouns will be .a ‘particular source of
problems since MEA does not have gender distinctions in.its.pronoun

’

system. This ' means that MEA has one pronoun that corresponds to the
English he/she/it. The thlrd .person’ singular possesslve pronoun ir

can be deleted, leaving the 'noun - definite suffix to indicate third
‘person possessions .$ . -

(ir andn-é&) his/her]%ts—ngme—definite suff?x means 'his/her/}ts namet'.
~However,.[anﬁn-é] without the possessive’ pronoun can ‘also mean
'his/her/its name' as well as 'the name.' ° ° Y "\
Present tense in MEA is indicated by the follow1ng pattern:

.verb stem -~ um - present terise forms of BE

gem- um . em = [gen—um em]
. The MEA equivalent of 'to be' is used in formig the present tense and a
form like [gen—um em] is equivalent to English "I go," "I am gOLng ?‘
do go. Slnce MEA does not have a dlStlnCtlon between simple present
and progressive forms and forms of the MEA verb meaning 'to be' are used
in the present tenae formation in MEA, the Armen1an~speaker learning
English will have problems learning the present tense as 11 as the
differenqe between prggressive and nonprogressive forms of e verb.

"In general, MEA does not_use subject pronduns unless. special ‘emphasis is

being placed on them. English always requires a pronoun to appear.

. 17 ) - . )
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Thus English subject pronouns will be alsource of'problems for the

Note further that given the se that MEA marks the verb with

learnz .
_specific pronominal suffixes, the subject pronoun is not realIy»needed:
. e s

7. MEA marks plural in essentially the same situations as.English except in

cases in which a plural number is used With a noun, in which case the

noun is in the singular.

. [t'as t'ari) (ten-year) 'ten years'

8. /MEA uses two structures that correspond to.English relative clauses.
~One of the two structures is similar to the. English and -is placed aften
the noun that is being modified; the alternated structure is participial

. in nature and, unlike Englis, -
being modified.

it is placed before the noun "that is

. 9. Modern Eastern Armenian generally uses subject-object-verb order,
P although ot patterns also occur. Because English generally uses
‘ subject-verb-subject word order, ‘additional practice will be needed.
~

. F o :

v. Implications for Cultural Orientation

Armenian refugees bring w1th them many strengths and advantages which will
facilitate their adjustment to life in the United states.
Perhaps the most 1mportant of these is the fact that most Armenians are

iiterate and well~-educated. this will be of benefit to them in

)

learning English, particularly since most have experience in learning a second

Naturally,

language. "UnlikeErefugee groups who do not have classroom experience, Armenians

are familiar.and rtable with the demands of formalized education- These

factors will ostensibly enable most refugees to adjust to life in the United .,

Statesq . ‘ ’ -

Similarly, most Armenian refugees are skilled workers or professionals,

often possessing skills that are marketable in the Un;feﬁeStates. While -~
di

underemployment may result from language problems or fflerences in 1icensing

-

and professional standards, the future -is still brighter for the refugee with

skills.that enable him or her to obtain relatively meaningful employment.

* The centrality of Christianity to Armenian life cannot be overemphasrzed.l ) 5

"Much of the Armexians' identity is based on their Christianity, and-many left ' ?

the Soviet Union to enjoy greater religious freedoh. 'The church can therefore
be an extremeﬁ important source of support in the U.S. For a newly-arr:.ved

refugee, joining a church can mean integration 1nt0 the Armenian community.

-

18
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, , This is essential to adjustment to life in this country in terms of potential

P /
soci support. N

-~

“a inally, most refugees enter areas Ssuch as Los Angeles where there is .

already an established community of Armenians. The more established Armeniaps '

: cav help the refugees in a number of ways: 1nteﬁpretation, orientation, social |
¢ ’ fupctions, English classes and other practical services in addition to providing
g neral emotional support. Programs provided by oéganizations such as the
rmenian General Benevolent Union, the Armenian Aséem&ly, the Armenian
vangelical Social Service Center and the Armenian Relief Society provide infor-
mation,referral and social services to refugees and immigrants ranging from Y
English classes to ployment services to é{ivate elementary schools. Such

1] ) 3

| groups provide invaiuable services to incoming refugees by providing culturally-

/

' / appropriate as§istance that is usually of high profesiional quality.
. 6‘ - ‘
/ Like all refugee groups, however, the Armenians £

ce a number of barriers to
/ their adaptation to life in the United States. ' E
) _ The'language barrier is apparent as séon as the refugee steps:off the plane \\y
/ a&d is ofteh the first problem that must be overcome. Inahility éé speak
English can affect all aspects of life, ranging from grocery shopping to seeking
! / employment: In addition, inability to speak Englis? brands the refugee as an
/ "outsider," affectlng his or her acceptance by Americans. ) ' . 3
A second major problem is underemployment. Because‘of the language barrier, E
refugees often mast accépt a job far below their skill level and experience,
/. . e.g., a doctor working as a lab assistant. ¢ This results in extreme frustration
and financial difficulty, then accompanied by the. disappointment that results,
/ . when one realizes that he cannot 1mmed1ately find the succesg he came to this /;/
country to achieve. Even ‘after the langqage barrier has been dvercome“’"iﬁ%§§ _f

e TEA T

- refugee may remain' underemployed because of differences in licenS1ng and pro- E
fessional standards. £B this way, the strength of past work experience can work. E

- against the refugee in the initial stages of resettlement ) ' ’ E

. As, for all refugees, culture shock is an almost universag problem. Even | 3

' though many. refugees have not beer in the Soviet Union all their lives, they .are - | 3
. . still "Sovietized" in many respects and have trouble adjusting to the freedom of

making their own decisions. This sometimes results in an emotional immobiliza-

34
-
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tion that requires intervention and guidance from sponsors,gﬁervice providers or
£

others. Similarly, many are shocked by the "open society" the U.S. and have

diff culty accepting and JOlning thé cultural diver51ty they find in this country.
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" In addltlon to these s22c1f1c problems are the usual differences #ound’in -

moving to & new country:. fferences in food, basic .social practlces, govern-

E ment systems, etc. force the refugees to change many aspects of their behav1or
., to hetter fit in to the new society. ) .
. " While the presence of an established’ Armenﬂ&n communlty in the U.S. is an’
1mportant resource, some members of this established commumity'may not -be recep-
tive of the incoming refugees. Some natibnalists feel that the refugees should’
stay 1n thé¢ USSR and flght fﬁ!ya free Armeniaj; others see the refugees as being
an unpleasant reminder of their’own past suffering; and some Armenrans axe , |
worried that the incomirg “Sovietized" refugees may harm the generally pos1t1vg
reputatlgh that U.S. Armenians enJoy. While the exlstlng c0mmun1ty mist be used
as a resource, the sponsor or service proyider cannot assume that every ‘
already-present Armenian ig necessarlly going to be willing to help qncomlng
r%fugees. Care must be taken ‘in mob111z1ng such resources, to insure that only
those with a 51ncere interest in helping actually become involved with the refugees.

Life in a new country is not easy for any refugee. -The Armenians, however,

bring with them many cultural and‘professlonal strengths that can be utilized.

to help them develog for themselves a sqccessful life in the United States.

.
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