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FOREWORD = * - ‘ I AR
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.

\ ) .
The writer is completing this June a thirty-five year tenure at
N - . .o

LACC -- eleven years of teaching mathematics and statistios fulltime,

. X % .
eight years of combining teaching, counseling, -and initiating an

PRy

institutional research office, and sixteen years as fulltime diredtor of

, .
¥
institutional research.

-

Having deveiggsd'a library of over 300 research studies?investigating

v ! L . .
a variety of aspects of LACC's programs and services, it seemed'apprqpriate -

4
‘9
offering some.views ovdt
?

this thirty-five year period from a rather unique vantage point.

. to climax this series of reports wikh a paper

v
. Thus, the following discourse, capsuled into seven five-year 'periods,
is offered to provide some nostalgia tc thd&Se who remegber, and to offer
3 L 4

- 1
\ . hd . . o o <
- some history to those who will serve LACC 'in thé& future. Q‘j ' .
- - ’ . ¢ - *
¢ : v ' - -7
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-
1947, the year }3 which Jackie Robinson broke the color barrler in
. magor league baseball, Aarked the nineteenth year of existence for Los Angeles

! / .
City College. Harry Trupan was Rresfdent, and students could get to LACG
~ L <

[t

. Lo, . )
via ‘the red car on Santa Monica Boulevard or the yellow.car Qn Vermont Avenue.

B

Mdny thiﬁés which were to have significant effect on society in general and
: . - s t
r ) .
LACC in particular were still in the'future. Among these were freeways, .

-
R S

jet air trdvel, television, -the computer, photocopy machines, new math,
4

! the "pill", polio dacplne, the State Master Plan %or .Higher Education, and

. . '
the civil rights movements. The 1947- 1952 period waeﬁto see-the hirth of ",

¢
} tran51t fares ralsed to ten cents, and the

v ’ /play "Mr. Roberts" banned from showing to se'fvicemen.2 . . b
. . v : * N ® '

\ ‘With the exceptioﬁ of East Los Aqgeles Junié& CQllege'Kbeginning its

: Israel, snow on the LACC qampus

third year), LACC was, in 1947, the only publlc two‘year college in Los Angeles,
UCLA the only publlc four year institution. Demard for a/zoilege education
- . . ¥ .. \‘ e . .
was beginning to Qrow at a rapid rate, so much so that, during the five .year
1y .

Y
3 ,‘\\\ ’period, the Loe Angeles Unified Board of Edycation opened/four new colleges~-~
: "

- [l
.

. ~

. two brand new (Valley, Karbor) and two expanded from gter schools (Piexrce,
. ; . :

’  Trade~Tech). Seeing the need for additidnal four year institutions in the

. Los Angeles area, LACC 1eaders'attempted to conviﬁce the Calgfornia legislature

(Wlth legislative hearlngs 1n the'LACC llbrary) that LACC should he expanded

~ —
N ." -

.

t@ a four year 1nst1tutlon. The outcome of :these efforts was the creation

7/ \ of a new, independent’college on the LACC campué, the Los Angeles State College
L4 ° ¢ * Ty - .
1 of Applied Arts and Sciences. This new state college, with its own admini-
) gy - K . . \ Z~o
stration, occupied’ the bungalow areas s?uth of Monroe Street, while, LACC
' * o
,cgntinued to function in the ivy coveréd brick buildings familiar to anyone

[ 4 .

who had seen a Hollywood movie showin@” cellege campus. Conditions bordered -

[y

. . - N
2
b PAFulToxt Provided by ERIC N N A o
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‘over, patriotism was at a high level, and thousands of students were pursuing

.mmvw“_'r_;gfferedfessential19 two educational tracks: "transfer" and "tdrminal".

. LT . .
+ "...the courseling st

the minority populaEion was beginning to grow.

on_ the_chaotic.’ LACC's prqdident resigned, and a new president, Dr. Howard

-

‘McDonald, wég brought in in 1950 to presid? over both institutions and resolve
s . »

v 3 v

the not unsubstangialjcoqflici. _Depending on one's pensiictive,.the single

' .

@ead of two.institutibns expefiment was a sucgess or a fanlure.

.. . . .. - . . . - R i -

- Meanwhile, LACC continued as a two year institutien. World War II was
f , 'Y ' . ' .

. < -

their edncation through an unprecedented opportunity--the G.I. Bill. LACC

»

t

Many outstanding students attended. And yet,‘the Founseling Office reported:
. . - . = - .

. / L
- . . S
aff ha§ become increasingly interested in the posslbl%&ty
“ { % - - : . .
of estdblishing a curriculum for the uhderqualified students at this School.
» ! . <

» . » » » 1 . e ' . >
We are in the position Qf seeing large numbers of students whose basic skills

‘\‘ - ~ -

» .' ] v‘ »
and capacities are “imadequate ‘for.successful work in the courses p%esently
bt 3. | - L
established at this school." . . ' X

.

DocumentatLon of claims ‘such as'}he above was hard to*come by, as any

” . . o .
'.' - N . . » - '\
organized effort§ that might be called institutional research were not,-ahd
2 i N X A '

“ . -

-
. —

- still have niot been., discovered.4 TN : .

~ v

> 85, .
<
.

:During the five year period, day enro}lments_geclinéd‘jffbm about 8000 to

o
¢ v L) .

¢ . . . > . i ¥
6000? as”the ex~G:I.'s complgted their work, while evening enrollments soared

r ” . « ]
- 3

from 2000 to 8000, as.mogeoand more“Sﬁferings yere made available,in the recently

’ - ~ ]

.

created evening divisfon. Students were p?edominantly mhle.céhcasiéqs, although

‘. . , .

-
’

.
-
, o . e

N o
¢

- -~

epic World War II would end war at_least‘for a ggﬁeratign. But

\
\

Sufely the

td duty in Korea. ('\/ . Coos .
. . \ . . - V"\‘Q ¢
. . R .
. - . .
’ - . - .
- -3 . .
’ - R ’ & -
) ‘ o - ‘ Ve + e ?
A ) ] . = ] »
. .. A )
7 ® * G Y v
L] -
N ' ;

- & [P . . _l“

R4

N

it was not to pe.” By the end of the period, thousands of G.I."s were called -
- . ‘ .

.
[

¥
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"1952%1957

-

. °

o 'iAs in’ the previoué period, G.I.fs accounted for 1arg§’numbers of

. ; .
LACC students, this time from the Korean conflict—These years were the

- LN e

) . ¢ *
Eisenhower years, redatively quiet, and LACC enrqllments, especially in the
. P ) t - ’

{ . .
daytime, started a climb that was to cdntinue almost uninterrupted

-

to the

* . ‘ . . ‘
mid-seventies. Lotal enrollment went from 14000 in 1952 to 18000 in 1957.

The small state, college that had been born on the LACC campus was no

-

P4 * -
longer small and, after some identity crises in both institutions, ties

. 1 3

- : Lo )
were severed, with LACC‘in 1955 beginning the John Lombardi Aears and, ‘

shortly after, the stg;e college moving Off the campus in two directions,

4

N .. LN
later to become CSULA and CSUN. -

- ‘.
P

‘Highly 51gnifiéant during this period was the unanimous U.S. Supreme,

" '

o

Court BﬁOwn decision rejecting {%e “separate but equal" concept %? public
hl ‘ -
schoels and mandating in%egrated schools. Other mémorable events during

S~ 1)
the period included the death of Stalin, the Army-McCarthy hearings, the

- ' N y.

opening of Disneyldnd, and the coining of the new word "smog" .
During this period, the LACC Counseling Center began to undertake some
2 d ‘.. Id .

institutional %esearch. ,In keeping with the concern expressed earlier
[ M - *

.
¢
¥

1 ) M ‘e
about the "underqualified students", Dr. Norman B. Henderson produced in

1955 the first of these studies, examining the possiblity of establishing

: . N . »
a cutoff score on the American Council of Education(ACE{ Collede entrance

examinationsbelow yhich‘"néarly all examinees would not succsed in éollege_
5 . .. € o .
work." Other papers wete produced by various members of the counseling

y »

staff. Topics included a study of the internationg} student program, an

analysis of the ACE test norms, a look at the general ability level of

. P .

entering students, aﬁ*initial inquiry- into UCLA transfer performarnce, -and
e A & - . » N .
¢ 0 a . ~
a report on the use of midterm unsatisfactory grades. .

3
v




i
1957-1962 - . ) ! ,

The 1957-1962 period began literaliy with a bang. The Russian satellite

SPUTNIK.orbited the earth, and America's priorities werd suddenly and
v . ~ ' ° w

LI drastically revised. Engineers and scientists becape treasured species and
1

-
the race to the moon was on. \ ) .
. ‘ i

\ The period also saw the Brooklyn Dodgers become the Los Angeles Dodgers,

A . -
X the Forty-eight states become fifty, the price of a first claéb-dfamp rise

. s ¢

to five cents, and the ivy covered buildings at LACC come down, to be replaced

e | a
i

by'"eartbquake safe" concrete buildings. Vice President Nixon dedicated one of

“

these buildings in 19%9, and the following year iost his bid for the Presidency

() - N 4 » ‘
to John Kennedy. LACC made the front page of the Lo$ Angeles Times on April 23,

1958 with the headline ffaéhlty Hits Teachirg by TV".‘6 A highly significant

v

o

; event for California higher education took place in 1960 with the legislature's &

. .

C . . .
approval of the "Master Plan for Higher Education in California", a document
. \

[l

o delineating the functiofs and respomsibilities of the now three segments of
higher education in Talifornia--the University of California, the California

State College'and University System, and California's two year colleges. 4¢}
’ ? - N . .

Toward the end of the period two news items portended things to come:

{1) James Meredith became the first Black to enroll at tire University of

qlﬂississippi, and (2) President Kennegy indicated h® was considering sending

troops to South Vietqgm.' o ‘. .

-

Al

N - * 1) -
] . - . . Y o .

* ° -
Due primarily to concerns (already expressed) abouf the "underqualjified

1958 marked the beginning of systemétﬁc institutional research at LACC.

students", and#indications from:the University of California that transfer e

4 -
performance of LACC students seeméd to be declining, a.halftime position was
. .o : )
allocated for the'pprpose,of.investigatiﬂg aspects of the~cpllegé program

¢

v J - o

’ relating Qg these (and other) coneerns.” During the five year period, sevénty
‘ 1
\ . . A .
one’ research stuqies were produced. Twenty-four of these studies concerned

. ' 4 - o~

T . . L

iy - , - : L ) /

he 4
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’ .
\ . .

the transfer student, with academic peﬁformance at UCLA, the local state Coe
. v . .
and other institutions analyzed, -usually on an annual basis. N\
< SN

colieges, USCS

.

One study was deveoted tp a two day interviewing session of UCLA transfers
>
N .

~

by‘LACC counselors. Nineteen studies were related to testing and placement,

. " . \
including semesterly.analysis of student\pefformance oh the School and

- . -
College Ability Test (SCAT) given to entering students, investigations 5% .

to its valldlty in placing Ftudents in Engllsh and other courses and generally
Py !

in p;édlctlng success at the college plus several studles assess1ng the -

-y 3 Y *
tests for placement in selected programs. Other

-

usefulness of some other -
]

~stgdies looked at stuQEnt‘characte%istics, retention, the recently inaugurated

high school *honors program, remedial instruction, and disqualificationl procedures..
B » < -~

- A +

Some important findings &f the 1957-1962 research studies were:

LACC entering students' performance on the.SCAT was slightly,
below ngtiondl norms on the Verbal part of the test, significantly
below oh the Quantitative? o -

(1)

The SCAT had some usefulness in placing students in English, but

¢ not in Shorthand or History. -, .
’ (3), LACC transfers to UCLA dropped about a half of a point in Grade .
- Point Average the first semester after transfer, a slightly \\
bt better record than®the all California junior college average.
Differentials at L.A. State College and at USC were negligible.
* L 4
, (4) uCLA transfers told LACC counselors they were generally well ¢ ,

prepared at \LACC, but c¢ould have used more\essay exams 'and -
outside research projects. . . -
N. . :

(5) Nearly two thirds of stu?ents ‘disqualified from LACC were born ina
. Southern StatesJ

. N
-

(6) Counselors indicated after interviews with students ir academlc
' dlfflculty that the'major causes of their diffitulty were poor .
study habits énd too much .outside work. -
L ]
N /\ 3 N
- : . ‘
N a
» . L Y
v 19
' - '
: . - } : A .
. - . . .
", v -




1962-1967 . : : '
1962-1967 * Lk

. ° .

( :The_gerioé 1962-1967 presaged the- turbulent period’toﬁfbllow with some

* R - ) . . .
turbulence of its own. Jn thé fall of 1962 President Kennedy successfully

engineered a blockade of Cuba. Oné year later, his promising career was

L3 - - ‘ ‘ ~ . - Y
ended by an assassin's bullet in Dallas. His successor, Lyndorr Johnson,

A d .
’
AR

¥

negotiated ,the most farnréeching ciVi% riéhts legislation in the nation's

L. . .3 . . . . \
history. He also committed the country to ext®nsive inyolvement in the

- b -

© ~

’ ‘
most unpopular war in the nation's history. 1In.1963, 200,000 peogle, under

0

\\ " the leadership of Dr. Martin Luther King, marched peacefully on Washingfon

. A . -

to promote civil ;igﬁts. In the summer ‘of 1965, Watts exploded with the
\ ' . ! .
first-of many urban racial uprisings. Also during the pé}iod'the Beatles
¢ .

made a, memorabile appearance in the Hollywood Bowl, arnd an actor was elected
L] N . . ‘:‘\/

Governor .of California. . N
3 ‘ B

. e N
At LACC, President John Lofwbardi ended his eleven year tenire in 1966

B

to become Assistant Superintendent of the Los Angeles Unified District with

. . At

. . L. . .
the assignment to prepare for the coming igithe new separate college district

°
~—

~in‘1§69f Dr. Glenn Gooder was naméd as his successdr,//Also in 1966, a

- » { -

A 2 .
, new fulltime position8 was, budgeted' for a Director of Research, thus
. . . .
. | &)
,sepa}ating research activities from the Counselirly Center. One of the. N
L) ; ‘ ! -

first support activities for- the newly created position was the creation of
\ f PO .
~ L8 C. -‘ . .- . . . . . e
a Reséarch Advisory Committee to assist in identification of areas in need

- 8
of research ahd generq}ly to act as a sounding board for proposed research

-

Ng

activitiesffg;he committee was composed of about fifyeen people, representing

. . - .
bo&h facul&/ and administration, and met usually three times a year. {Advice
~ 7 oo P

from this committee was #und invaluable during the early &earé f the

[}
’ .

fulltime pbsitionk Research -studies attacked a broader range'of topics
and sprobed more deeply into subject areas than before the c%sji};ee's
, .

existence. - - . ° .
Pl . M J

A L

- 4
‘
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’

_increasing number of LACC students- coming from inner.gjty areas -and the

problems of the "undereducated" ‘students

pccasioned by some*df the events mentioned abo¥

~

« " r ) N . B
4 . N N
the sixties saw an

mulbiplied. College leaders searched

\ -~ N . ®

f8r ways to assist these students tg succeed 1n college.” Experimental

. peer tutors and counselors,
! ' -

5 * -«

’progfams were developed ueithg a variety of untried approaches, including

4 N

new learning aids, scheduling in unorthodox
/ v ’

time patterns, and team teédhingI\\The Research Office was called upon to

~ 4 v

3
%lay a large role in the evaluation of thqse new approaches.9 “Pen Studies
. 4 -t

’Hﬁring the period dealt directly™with this topic. Other- studies included,

of studen%§,in certain programs and courses, foflow-up of gféduates,

’
’

. . .

L 4 =

1 - .
analyses of transfer performance,” examining validity of tests for placement

, o . Ny o e
persistence knd characteristics of students in selected programs.
' . " I - .
“Some findings from the 196241967'reseaqch studies were: -
. ,(f{fiRemedial courses offered (in 1962 and 1963) for the "low-
ability" student seémed to remedy very little. . Lo
. . ‘ [ . '
. (29 Males consistently outperformed females an the SCAT Entrance )
-Examinationsin both Verbal and Quantitative abilities. e
{3) LACC transfers to four year institutions performed well,
especially those in Engineering and Fine Arts.
. . . . £
-
(4) The SCAT fest was found to have limited usefulneds for )
. placing students in Chemistry, none in Accounting. >
’ . ' LY - 7 « . )
* . (3) Two thirds of LACC graduates transferred to a four "year i
- institution. . '
. Lol o » !
(6) Evaluatidn of an experimental program for "low-ability" students °
) indicated the program,had good possibilities for success. N .
.~ The evaluation also providéd much information on significant |
characteristics of these students. hi's experimental program . s
s was the forerunner of \the Developmental Communications program. ’
(7)  An analysis of records of.LACC football players indicated '
their persistence and performance to be ‘little different from =
, that of the general- student body. ) . : -
. ¢ ~ -
i
— 5 -
° Y . \ ‘/ ) ! A
) . ;‘ /1
1% L

e
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“ instructors were hospitalized, many more were severely frighitened,

\

T - ~ »

o

,1967-1972 t - o .

.t = PRRN LY s

[ ' »

The 1967- 1972 period was one ‘Of tremendous upheaval for LACQJ 1ndeed

. - L
. ]

“-for the entite country The nation's spirit soared as Neil Armstronq

a - ~

took that tremendous’ step fbr manklnd but sank as three nat;onal leaders,

- . - . N _ . ~_ "~ ) A' s
as well as four college students on an 'Ohio campus,, were felled by bulletsf
g { ) b :

- . £
. * N - v

‘America was heavily committed in Vietnam.
. * 3 = i

e
Richard Nixon was Président, o, °
defeating Hubert Humphrey in. 1968: , A small news item in 1972 about five
Al . . . e '. , ) ~— -~ . . .
men held in a plat to "bug" the Democratic offices in %%e Watergate Hotel

> . .

.seemed insignificant at the time. ' . JEEENEN

-

® n N A ; . . t . H

. Ypheaval was literal in-l9ll as the strongest earthquake in forty years

~ -

jolted the Southlﬁnd,,butlalso &oqk shape in the form of social protest,

LACG did not’ esCape kas studénts (le@‘some

[y

primarily on coilege cdmpuses.

-
-

non-students) presented "demands accompanled by violent behavier. In

. . . .

March 1969, during an unsuccessful week'long attempt to close LACC, twé
. '~ . 7 . * .
and the

. ’ - . .

cgmpus suffered'qbnsiderable property damage. Later that same spring,

k4 s
Los§Angeles'votens elected the first Board of Trustees to adminisﬁbr the

newly created 'Los Angetes Communitf CoIlege_Distfict. the, issue ofriots

A— ‘ '\ . A
- . . ar . . .
on cappuses was a major factor ‘in that electioh, which prodiced & six man,
- L1

P, - [

, “One woﬁan board that was to be surrounded in controversy.

. K
® ’ t - ~

LACC through 1ts most difficult period, Presldent Glenn Goodes

1970, to be followed by Dr. Louis, Kaufmanf

.
v
LS

During the peféod,

addition of Southwest and West Los Angeles colleges. A permament office for

as was a new office for -ddministering newly
A Y

Campus Police was established;

avallable financial aidd.« THe number” &f Black faculty rose, dramatlcally, and

-
’

all bedan to become acquainted with a new texm -- affirmative action. -

» b3

. . . . e . ' N

~. .

' & l
After guiding ,

| R S,
esigned in - -
L) ’ ’ - ¢
. 4 ,

the six Los Angeles cplleges became eight, with thé~

~
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Not surprisingly, much of the institutiqpal research kffort during

this period was related to the problem of campus unrest. Several studies

were made in response to charges of bias and prejudice relatiing to admission

to the college, placement in programs, faculty and administritive behavior, .
' * ‘ -

gkading practices, and disqualification procedures. <A description and
N . ‘A ‘

LY . : )
eyaluation of a newly devised Student Counselor program receivied nationwide

attention and the report was published by the American Assoc1aﬁlon of

- ES

|10 Other efforts included now routlne transfer studies,

a four year longitudinal studx of 1967 -éntrants, stu@ent evaluation of

»

the Counseling Centér, studies of enrollment trends, and a four yéars later
< : . s :
look at the 1968 graduates. ) § ’

o ‘ ~

Some of the more significant findings included:

o . : |

Half of the facuplty reported class f%terruptioﬂé during the
. ﬂstrike" week; two thirds showed support for some of the "issues",

e but ‘none for charges of curriculum inadequacy or.racial dis- :
_crimingtion at LACC. . - '
\ N ¢ ) ~ ) ’ . * .
(2) students also rejected charges that racial discrimination or i

unfair grading or’testind practices were factors’in student

dsgpout; major factors were indicated to be lack of clear }
goals, poor academic preparatlon~ poor study habits, and

flnanclal problems. . ., : ///
\ ¢ N
Students'supﬁorted,strongly the new "remedial" approaches,

especially use of student tutors and student counselors.

-

(3)

Half

(4)

(5)

Transfer student performance was at an all-timé high.
of all transfers attendqe Cal State L.A.

Two studies indicated that students felt-the most important

attributes of good teachers were knowledge of their subject
and the ability to communicate it. Interpersonai relation-
ships between students and teachers was ratedsas not very -

important. . o -
(6) A special summer pfoject fér students about to be disqugiified .
showed promise in "salvaging” many of these students.
/ 0% .- .
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. /
’ N i " ) -~
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(7)

(10)
(11)
(12)
(13)

(14)

(15)

(16)

10

(. . “

E 9 4

‘A twelve year summary of the SCAT entrance examination showed

a slight drop in verbal performance but a distinct downward
trend in quantitative performance. Students from Los Angeles ,
City high sghools performed consistently below out-of city
students. j .

A survey of students regardlng mandatory testlng of new students
indicated support for the idea, provided its use for placement
purposes would be advisory only. . '

EN
- .

A longitudinal look at Fall 1967 entering fulltime day .students
showed that about one in five persisted to the A.A. degree. The
number completing the degree within eight semesters was three
times the number of those who completed it in four semesters.

A look at gradlng practices over a fifteen year period indicated
that overall Grade Point Average had risen, primarily due to

a decrease in F grades given, and an increase in W grades.

L]
A study of how the faculty used thei¥ time 1nd1cated that the
typlcal" faculty member spent 55 hours per week on act1v1t1es

. related to the college

A replication of a Ewenty§xeagfoid study on religious attitudes
of students, made in con]unctlon with Harvard University, showed
significant changes in attltudeQ, although much less change at
LACC than at Harvard. ™ » ) N

The best single predictor of. success in.ggalth Occugation proqrams

was found to be grades in Llfe Science courses.

The "high school honors" program at LACC was found to have had

a salutary effect on both the students 1nvolvgd and the college.
® . '

Of 31 transfers to UCLA who earned academlcahonorg at that

institution, over 80% were ineligible to attend UCLA directly

from- high school. ’ .

A follow-up study of Legal Secretarial graduates showed a high -

placement -rate=-mainly in small Law offices, above average

salarles and plaudits for the 'LACC program. -

'S ]

2 .

8

.




1972-1977 . )

. . By 1972 the turmoil of campus unrest had subsided, but an unprecedented :

N . . o . - ; /

¥ turmoii was about to take place in the nation's White House Three -
) different men occupled the Oval Offlce during the 1972~ 1977 period, with.

one resigning in disgrace. Although, the disastrous Vietnam conflict was &
- ;". . -

to end, violénce thréqghout the world was not, even including murder at

o * the Munich Olympic‘Gameé. The period sa&,%he election of a Black mayor
‘ [ L4 o . “ . . \
in Los. AngelesatﬁCLA basketball teams win eighty-eight.straight games,

LY

. long ‘lines at gas, stations, a former LACCD Trustee become Governor, the

N -

. surge of the Women's movement, the creation of the Pinth LACCD college

K . “y

oo v - b .
{Mission), and the pocket cqlculator become a household item.

3
! -

. »
At LACC, President‘§aufman resigned to become Executive Vice Chanciiif; &

of LACCD, serving under its new Chancellor, -Dr. Leslie Koltai. Dr. John Anthony

N .

was appointed President of LACC.'"qupial populations" began to receive

i
»

much atténtion, nationyide and at LACC, viz., Vietnam veterans, handicapped”
o v . ' 4 ‘, K . ' \
st%fentsu "disédvantaged" students, limited English speakers, displaced
"’ ) . . .

homemakers, nontraditional majors, the aging. Major emphasis of institutional

[
- -

research during -this period was placed on these special groups with ‘

> LY
twenty studies over, the five year period directly concerned with student
L4 . -
characteristics, opinions and performance, and ten studies assessing
> < . [ .
N o programs and activities relating to these groups. Other studies looked

L4 La - JN . ' . . . ) . ' 1
) ¢ at varlous occupational programs, transfer performance, trends in enroll-

~

" 4

S . . ' s
S . ments, persistence, and utilization of campus classrooms.
. - -
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(1)

1

ré2)

(3)

Findings during the period inoludeﬁi

g

v . .

¢ [y

¢ -

4

[l . -
3

Mlnorlty student populatlon increased to pover three fourths of
the student body Blacks accounted for about half the minority
total. .

3

Numbers of transfers to the state's four year colleges reached

all time hlghs in 1973-1975. \

Trends in enrollments indicated that occupatioﬁal program enrollment,
numbers of females, numbers.of Blacks and Hispanics were all

increasing. ’ ‘

(4)-
(5)

(6)

(10)

(11)
(12)
(13)

(14)

s

A lgok at Ak degree recipients showed that LACC awarded more two-

» - N ” ’
$tudent opinion’ stfdies showed preference for a free hour, support \
for a Health Services fee. and a dislike for the cafeteria. °*
. /
Fadlow-up studles 1nd1cated that students in Health Services programs

© were getting good jobs 1n their field.

Students in various off—campus programs gave the programs high marks.
All classrooms on the campus were found teo be 90% utilized between .
9 and 12 a.m. and betwe&n 7 and 9 p.m. ‘Lecture rooms were used .
at a, 10% rate between 3 and 6 p.m,_

A long range look at Devefﬁﬁment Communicatiqns students showed

that many, but not all, were helped to succeed.in college.

A study toe identify top priority goals for the college revealed ~ {,
Vocational Preparation (closely fd&lowed by Individual Personal
Development) to:be the top choice of faculty, students, and community.

“
- M * ]

A 3
A special ucLA program to admit selected low-income transfers normally

not ellglble for adm1ss1on was found to havé limited success; primarily

in Fire Arts and in co#rses requiring verbal rather than quantitatdive

skills. . N
f N

year degrees than the number awarded in each oqftwenty-two states.

o

[ /‘

Mehn "dr1v1ng distance" from home to, LACC was estifated to be \Qg
slightly over six miles. N . )

S
<

]
i

ACC students majoring in Fine Atts numbered well agove state and
national 2 year college "averageés. v

* R
A'look at withdrawing students showed thém in most respects—to be
representatlve of the total student body. An exception was that
non-working ’students .withdrew at a higher fate than those who Had jobs.

2 .

3 *

’
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" Three Mile ﬁslaﬁa threatened to erupt, but did not.

1977-1982 e e .

N Y . < .
During 'this . final period in the scope of this paper, several types

[y

of disturbances around the WOrldJW9re.notea. Mt. St. Helens erupted.
. ‘\7 - - ‘
Massive deaths

gkg poligical

scene, the."Mbral Majority" precipitated early retirement for several

Eal

4 ‘
3 R

occurred in Guyana. The U.S.' Embassy in Iran was seized.

. T

AN
. On

.

prominent U.S. Senators.

-
R

Three generations mourned the loss of pop stars

Bing Crosby, Elvis Presley, and John Lennon. Interest rates and housing

4 v
P

prices skyrocketed. Ronald Reagan ousted Jimmy
3 S . .

;

Carter from the .White ngseg

Collective baggalningjbecame a reality in the LACCD. Aand in 1978 the

. » .
voters. ofr California overwhelmingly approved Proposition 13.

Proposition 13! Its full impact on education in California, and,

in paﬁticulér, en LACC is yet to be known, hot only in terms/of finances
L 4 ¢

The specters of student tuition

»
~ . -

3 N
and state control loom large. Nonetheless, at least through 1982, stale——

but also’in terms.of college mission.

“bailout" has kept the community college going. : ¢t

s

Here at LACC, President-John Anthony resigned to take a positien in

New York, and Dr. Stelle Feuers became LACC's first woman p;esident}l just

in time to preside at LACC's fiftieth birthday «celebration. Influx of

ethnic groups into the ‘vicinity and arrival of Asian "boat péBBle" had .

Institutional research during the period

kd

significant impact on LACC.

focused largely on these and other. "new populations” in the college, while

continuing its customary looks at var}oué trends, evaluatidhs of programs

» -

and services, and follow-up studies of students after they leave LACC.
. S~

« .

-~
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Some highlights of research 'findings f;om=}§77 to 1982 were: .

(1) Numbers of transfers to four year institutions declined éhafﬁly,:
&\\ while' performance varied--generally below’ that of previous y%afs."
v , ’

[(2) Over half of rall 198b entering students indicated that the main
. language spoken at home ,w&s not English. b !

.
va

o e

. , ‘ .
7(3) Percent of students who were Black dropped slightly, white °
significantly, while that for Asians and Hispanics rose.

\ .
(4) Percent female rose steadily, well over fifty percent.
(5) a 1ongitudiﬁ;l study of Students who transferred to CSULA found -
that over 80% of those who persistzﬂ to the Bachelor's degree
Yequired more than three years at €SULA. Most frequently awarded
were degrees in Business and Psychology. ‘JF" '

(6) " A ten year look at entering freshmen indicated that their political
orientation had shifted in the conservative direction, more of them
- -professed a religious preference, and fewer thought that grades
should be abolished. )
’
(7) A comparison of persistence rates in classes showed a 1978 class
drop rate about a third higher than in 1971. ¢

(8)"The landmark Statewide Longitudinal Studyl? identified eighteen
different student prototypes. LACC followed the state pattern,
demonstrating that very few students follow the "traditional"
pattern of staying two years at LACC and then fransfexring or
,getting a job. ' :

(9) The Statewide Longitudinal Study also indicated that over 40% of

\ ‘students entering LACC in Fall 1978 had previous ¢ollege experience.

P . ) .

(lQ) A, look at faculty characteristics over the fifty year history of
LACC showed a steady growth in percent female from about 25% to 37%.
An evaluation of the tutoring program revealed that 3000 students
were tutored by 300 tutors in a semester,fnith the program gengerally
receiving strong apprpval. E >

(1)

AY
(12) A study conducted in conjunction with UCLA showed that the most
important factqQr in students' success in college is their own effort.
N .

Ly
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*Yet to be written! i

Epilogue! . ‘ Pe f
All of the 300+ studieé #eferred to in this paper can be seen in

. i 1 .
the LACC Research Office. Two indexes of the studies are available, one
/ . A

by subject area and one chrohological‘ Also, since 1967, one page summaries
have been prepared for faculty distribution, with copies.available in the
‘Research Office. Highlights of findings iridicaw in this report were

selected to illustrate the variety of topics investigated and barely

s@atch the surface of the findings of the studies. . )
. . >
It has been said that those who neglect the stu‘dy of-history are

destined to repeat 1t. _It is to.be hoped that future LACC leaders will

£

avail themselves of the opportunity to acquaint themselves with the history

L ;

of IACC that has been developed in the LAQC,Research Office.
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1. January 12, 1949, .
2. Because of its salty’ language. 4
<k ' ' d <o . .
‘3. 'Memo/from Counseling to Dean of Curriculwem 3$c. 1, 1949, .
L / N

4. A few isolated. individual efforts. have been .found, the earliest belng

/Proflle of W}thdrawals €rom LACC", by Counselor Louise May Snyder,

December 1938. ’ . "o

/ - 3

5. he conclus1on was that such a cutoff "could not He establlshed but use
/of the test for counseling purposes was recommended.

6. The item referred to a faculty response to a proposed plan for ‘instruct-
S ——
ional‘ television.

-

7. Some might more properly be called Research Brlefs but all are on
file in the Research Office. .

8. Position was that of Coordinating Instructor, later changed by collective
;bargaining agreement to administration position of Cvbordinator.
2

9. In fact, the two longest research studies in the Reéearch Office (both
3'over 100 pages) described and evalua;ed these new approaches,
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0. .Primarily due to the efforts of Claude Ware. t> .

-

1. Miss.Edith Clark was acting President in The early fifties. *
2. Directed by Dr. Stephen Sheldon}_gierce.College‘Research Coorqggator.
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