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READING, WRITING, 'RITHMETIC AND RECITATION
. IN WESTERN SOUTH DAKOTA  ~ . . N

., b
-~

_ As settlers came to western South Qakata. €hey brought.w'lth‘ thea. “he
desire for education for their children. Education was the path to a
better Tife for their chiliren. As soon as c1rcumstances pem1tted. they
started schools, using whaf.evgr building they could find, hiring for
teachers anyone who was even slightly olig‘lble. One hears or reads aga‘ln‘
and again about how hard the early settlers struggled to provide a school

\ ta get thcir children there to attend it. : <

_ From the 1880's until World War I homestsaders organized schoals
wherever there were enough children. to maintain one’ About 1910 the
first homesteaders east of Oelrichs built their B school, furnished it,
and hired a teacher several years before an _off‘lac'la‘l school district was
formed. Once it was, they turmed their school over to the proper author-
fties.! Many of these homesteaders vers middle-aged family men who had
besn board members back hou so they kmw»hou to get schools starud
even though the buﬂd'lngs might .be crudo. -and tmy lacked the kind of
equipment thay had known back east. This sam development \took place
wverywhere as districts came into existence. )

In 1862 the first tarritorial icg‘lshtun made 2 legal prov'ls/on
for the district unit of school control. At the beginning the district

offims were director, clerk, and treasurer, each electad for one vear.

1Ca.~r10 Fay, personal interview, December, 1980.
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There was an iannual meeting of electors in these early days, at which the

. whole comunity considered the levy of a school tax, the f’acat‘lc‘m of the

school, building, and*the Ierggth of the §chool year, ‘v’nhich Quas not 'to be

less than three months. The state law also stated that there must be ‘at

least seven pupils to constitute a‘ school, although this rule was not -
very strictly followed in western South Dakotal.1 ) s
I'.rie Patterson says of her first school in Mefide County:

Our building was my fourteen by sixteen shack and the class
.was eleven children who came in assortedisizes. We did not have
desks in rigid rowxs bolted to the floor. In fact, we did not
have desks, just a few tibles and crairs. The McCoy, the Wilcox,
the Ham, and the Hertz children attended this learning center for
three months in the fall and_three months in the spring when they
were not otherwise occupied.? ‘

Pearle Rietmann said of her teaching career in Meade Courty:

When I 7irst startéd teaching about 1918 thers were no .
organized schools:as such, therefore I.had to get out and hustle
up the seven pupils required by law before a school could be. .
started. There were few children at that time but I managed to ' -
‘get enough signed to start school. ‘
The schoolhouse was an abandoned claim shack, no equipment
whatever, but we managed by supplying our own, a few chairs, a -
couple small tables, a board painted black answered for a black- -
- board. We had no hooks or writing material except what we brought
from home. Forturiately these children were small so it

wasn't hard td tedch them to read, write, spell and do simple
problems. - sever the school was only a short one as two

fanilies moved away leaving only two children. ‘

The next school was also a short three month term. 1he ‘
owner had proved up on his claim. and ‘eft. It was in a dugout,
the house partly built into the side of a 11 about seven miles
from home. Mrs. John Magnuson cleaned the place up as best she
could the day before school started. Two of her children, Amelia
and Herbert, were my pupils... It was a cold winter, there was no
fuel supplied, the chilaren and I had to pick up twigs and branches
from a -nearby creek to burn 13 the tiny stove. I don't think we
were comfortable at any time.

Yy ..

1s. Justin Bala, "Development of Territorial Education of the Black
Hills of South Dakota (unpublished thesis), p. 39. .

2Marie Patterson, Central Meade County Prairie Schools, p. 313.
3pearie Riatmann, Central ande County Prairie Schools, p. 322.
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. Who were the teachers in these country schools? From the earliest -
days and into the present time they X‘e and still a’r‘e ranchers' wives

1

and ranchers' daughters. In early tims there were eastern girls from

Iowa and Minnesota, and more eastern states, too, who came out west to be
teachers. They were hired before they left home, sight unseen, and surely
most of them did not know what they were getting into. Some wanted
adventure, which they had. Some wanted a man, which they surely found. ;

‘. Teachers rarely lasted more than a year or two before being proposed to |
by some cowboy or two or Ehrge - '

In 1918 Miss Marie Sawyer came to be teacher at Lame -
Johmy school. She started school with us again the next year .
but during the Christmas vacation she and Henry Sieger were
married... In 1920 Oleanna Larsen was teacher at Lame Johnny.

One day during Miss Larsen's term, Carty Ash of Oral came to
visit--school? Well, he came to visit anyway. There was a

- slightly flustered tsacher and a room full of very wise pupils
with & few hushed giggles scattered around. .Before the next .
schoo] year, Oleanna Larsen and ?arty Ash were married. That
meant 2 new teacher for 1921-22. ’

Johnson Downen was a soung man whose family baled hay
., for a 1iving. Maude Metcalf, a young schoolteacher, came to
Tive with his parents and taught school nearby. It was during
this year that a lasting romance developed. Maude's next year
was spent with the Gregerson family and she taught school at
the Sumnit school. During her third yeﬁr of teaching she and
Johnson were married at Christmas time. Y

Waltar Hellman told ‘of playing for dances.

Those-first years' in the Millboro community are long ‘ ;
remambered for not only for the primitive ways, but for the socia- f
bility and good times we had. Dances were held in barns, in '
new houses... We danced until early morning. The fiddler was
paid a dollar and a half usually, sometimes it was free gratis.
At one of these dances I met a school teachér, who had come
from Lincoln, Nebr. to teach in Tripp county. I was bearing
down on the fiddle bow that night. When _school was out in May
- the teacher, Ethel King, became my wife.3

A
lverda Arnold, Our Yesterdavs, pp.~140-41.
£*Johnson Downen Families,’ Our Yestsrdays, p. 388, }
Rutﬁ Hamilton, Tripp County 50th Anniversary, p. 158. .
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Mr. and Mrs. Carl Storm lived gn a homestead in Tripp county, tog.
Ethel boarded with Mr. and Mrs. Storm that year. )

Several bachelors in the nefghborhood found out what
good bread she (Mrs. Storm) could bake and for many years
three or four of them came each Sunday to buy their weeks' 7

+ supply of bread from her. One year she kept the school ~

teacher in their home and that spring one bachelor was a

- married man. He had outstayed the others on S?nday evening.

The r,olelof the teacher in the community was an impertant one -
because people ;ttiched muéﬁ importance to education and wanted it for
their children. -So the person to whom they ent. .sted their children
to get education was important. She was a cultural leader in the
community. ~There was an interest in everything she did or said or
wore, especially if she were a stranger.

Often it seems a tsacher in an early school was a
person‘:s'a estal, yat/a nonenity. - She was expected to .
be a'lesder use of education, a paragon of virtae, and
a-moral inspiration ind example. Howaver, she had no real '
place in the adult ial 1ife of a commnity, no 1nf1uegce
in politics nor in everyday workings of a community.

The most proper thing for a girl to do when I was young
was <0 prepare herself to teach school. This was especially Al
true in rural communities. I wrots a teacher's examination
at a very young age, unfortunately or gortunatll;. I passed
the axamination. So I hegan teaching.

At school the teacher was janitor, superintendent, princ1pgl,
playground supervisor, office girl, producer and directer of programs,
and organizer of caununiiy picnics and social events.

A few men taught in country schools. In the Custer County

Superintendent's Register of School Officers (scheol board members) for

]'The Storms Missed Meals to Homestsad in County", Tripp County

50th Anniver » p. 165.
ZFrances E. Repass, Memoirs of South Dakota Retired Teachers, p. 120.
3agnes Parr, Memoir; of South Dakota Retineg Teachers, p. 110.
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. the years 1891 to 1919 there were about four wonien for every one hundred
male board members 1isted. At least 90 percent of the teachers who were
. supervised and managed by thes; men were -women.
‘- As the times worsened during the depression, more young men taught
because other jobs were so scarce, but never were they more than a small
minority.

A} School board members, during the early days.and in the depression,
out of desperation to find a teacher for their kids, 4id not worry too
mich about qualifications.

At Lame Johnny the tedcher quit at Christmas. One day
a Mr. Harry McDonald came to Buffalo Gap looking for work.
How did he get in touch with Father? And why did Father ask
\/11' he could teach school? There is no one now who can answer

these questions. Lame Jehany needed a teacher; Mr. McDonald
made application and was accepted. Probably without any
questions asked. He was a2 good teacher in one way. He was
able to explain and make us want to learn. He was a good
disciplinarian and we all adored him. But this too good e

* to last. Mr. McDonald was wanted by the law. etails
are vague and how he found out the "law" was so ciose is .
anyone's guess.: He just disappeared and school was over for Y
the rest of that year. "No picnic, no progr?m--Just nothing.
No one ever heard 1: he paid for his folly.

There were restrictions in some small communities that must have
made @ teacher's personal 1ife difficuit. Helon’ Greenfield wrote 1in
\ her.snemoirs: - |
~~

You have heard of curfew 'for students. Have you ever
heard of curfew for teachers? Eleven o'clock was the hour
when teachers were expected to be home in the small South
Dakota town where I started my teaching career. This was
known.as "taachers’' curfew" and 1t applied to men as well
as women. [t was a rule to be observed by everyone who

< ‘planned events where teachers were expected to attend. No
~ < « teacher tried to sneak in after curfew. If an individual

; thought of such a thing, he gave up the idea as impossible

because his landlady surely would know ov his misdemeanor.

E ' . ]Verda Arnold, Qur Yesterdays, p. 140.
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In those days a teacher lived in a rented room, usually 7
an upstairs bedroom in a private home. Only the superin- -
tendent, the coach and possibly one or two other married
faculty members had apartments or homes of their own. When
single men or women came to town to teach, each rented a
room in a private home. It was unthinkable for a coyple of
young women tq 'ive in an apartment where they could entertain
as they pleasad. :

Living in a single hedroom was not one of the spedified
rules; it was ah economic necessity... Such restrictions left
1ittle room for freedom. One did not take the 1iberty, of
entertaining friends nor undertaking any noisy activity in
s e else’s private home. The roqm was simply a place to.

re after a day's work at school. e

) - .
. More important than any social restrictions were the 1iving conditions
which a mctr in the country had to endure when she boarded with some
teacher wrote: - | 3 .

My bedroom was an unfinished attic room with in outside
stairway which at times was slick with ice and snow. Before
going to bed, the room was heated with a small wood and coal
stove; we used & kerosene Tamp. I kept my clothes under the
covers so they would be warm in the morning; sometimes my bed
was covered with snow. [ would go downstairs to wash, eat
breakfast, take my school bag and21unch pail to start walking
one and one-half miles to school. . ‘

During the winter, if one boarded with a family with children, it
meant eating all meals with ‘the children, teaching them al]‘_ day, spending

fmilies. 0

the evening with (thun, and probably sharing a room w1th'@9 or more of
them. In the w'intg’r the bedrooms wers cold; so one could not retreat U
there but must spend the evening near the stove with the whole family.
Laura Jane Platte rmnberedg 7
I stayed out in the country during the week, boarding
& 3and rooming in a ranch home about a mile from the school to
which 1 walked, of course. The advantage in that home was
the warm feather bed I had for cold wintery nights, and the

disadvantage was the two adopted boys who felt_they were
priviieged to be 14ttle pests tn my classroom.d . '

THelen Greenfield, Memoirs of South Dakots Retired Teachers, p. 51.
Harriet Johnson, Memolrs o th Dakota Retired Teachers, p. 70.
3Laora Jane Platte, Memolrs of South Dakota Retired Teac ers, p. 112.
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A §urpr1;ing number of teachers have said that they preferred to stay
___at-the schoolhouse rather than with some patron. It was inconvenient in
many ways, but 1t ensurad a certain amount of privacy and poaoe and quiet.
To 1ive comfortably in the schooThouse, the teacher would have a
kerosono stove in & cloakroom ano a fold-up cot to put doun in the scho‘oI-
room. She lived out of a suitcase. The toilets wers outside, but so it
-~ was at hom too. She ate at her desk and used a kerosdne lamp to correct
papers or sew in the evening. No telephone, ne radio, and the nurost \
noighbor a mile or more over the hill. Her husband took hcr the fiftean
miles to school on Hondl.v morning. or on Sunday evening if the roads or
mathor were bad. and came after her on Friday aftarnoon. His 1ife on
tho ranch by himself w's aven loneHer than hers; at lust she had the
schaol children every day.!
N Some even kept. & child with them at the schoolhouse 1f tﬁc.chnd s
ranch home was tog. ur from school for the trip to be made every day.
One lady wrote: "An thcr year | ltayed in a one-room mchorago I kept
a little boy with m%uﬁng tt\c ?1ve days; we curtained off a corner of
‘ the classrdom for hig 1ittle bodroom w2 .
There ware a few tucherages. Sometimes the teacherag_e was a room
built directly onto the side or back of the schoolhouse. Sometimes {t
was 2 oepante building. Teachora.ges. usual‘ly had _the same facilities
as the schoolhouse. If the schoolhouse had a wood or coal stove, $ did

the teacherage. If the schcol had no water, neither did the teacherage.
v

;C&MQ Fey, personal interviaw. .
Harriet Johnson. Memoirs of South Dakota Retired Teachers, p. 70

F)
LY

.
- 4
’
.




3

A

If gas or kerosene lamps were used in the schoolhouse, the teacher had a
gas or kerosene lamp at the teacherage.
Why did teachers stay at the teq‘herage or at the dchoolhouse when
they 1ived only fifteen miles away? Probably they, had only one vehidle, |
~ and her husband needed it. Bringing her in the morning and coming affer
her at night intarfered with chores and milking; things that needed to be
done before dark, especially in winter in those days before ryral
electrification. Besides, it was tob expensive in the depression-to ,
. , - T I
travel that thirty miles every day. The country road which was the closast
route was only a trail across the prairie, 1ittle traveled, and in winter,
¢ before the days of four-wheel vehicles, likely to be 1mpas§ahle;" To go
around on better and more traveled roads was twice as Tong a trip.
Quite often traveling to schodl meant a Tong walk fpr both teacher
and pupils. dnﬁ lady remembered; '
I would take my school bag and Tunch pail to start across
the prairic walking the one and one-half miles on a cold -winter .
day through deep snow with no fenfs nor guide to follow. This
was dangerous when road tracks were covered with new snow and
biizzard conditions were beginning to arise. The two Tittle
. boys from this home walked with me, which made it a difficult
problem in the cold. To get the fire started, the room warm
and try to wipe away the frozen tears with the cold fingers.!
Lucille Hartshorn recalled her school day§ when her aunt, Jennie Buen,

was he} teacher.

In the early fall thay (Lucille and Jennie) traveled the
seven miles with a horse and buggy. Ray's homestead shack was
*  refinished, inside and out, and moved down just east of the
school yard, for Jennie and Lucille to 1ive in from Monday .
through Friday. In the spring of 1927 a blizzard and extremely
- haavy snowfall created travel problems’ for several weeks--
. first the snow drifts and then the flood waters. Theygrode

]Harriet Johnson, Memoirs of South Dakota Retired Teachers, p. 70Q.
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. . .
horseback and c?rﬁed the week's supply of foqd, clothing,
etc. with them, -

1 School was very important, and the children came to these often
uncomfortable ,schoolhouses by whatever means they could get there. ﬁaey
walked, roglé‘horsetqack. drove a-horse and cart or horse and buggy, were
brought in’ a wagon', or on a bobsled behind a team.” Paul Schnose safid‘:

- We traveled the seven miles to school each day in.d
buckboard pulled by twp horses. The next year.., Arthur
rode a s_agdllc horse and I rode a pinto Shetland pony,
)b‘mtk. ' - ‘ te N

Marian 0"Bryan said: - ' r

We had to walk two and one-half mtles tc school over
country that was rough. We ajso ha cross two creeks,
that in the spring of the year alwaysioverfiowed.: These
) and the draws ware herd to cross and mény timés we would
g have tg rely on the railroad bridge to cross Lame Johnny -
J . Creek.3 - , P e

Dorothy Harmon” rememberéd axperiences with Lame Johnny Creek:

One time when I was about six yu'rs old ‘Mr. John Hackel,
who Tived op the east side of the creek, hitched his team to P
the wagon to come to the 3choolhouss to get all the children -
who 1ived on the east sidc of the creek as it was terribly
high thi< time. When we got to the creek and startsd to
_ cross, we.didn't understand Mr. Hagkel's seriousness but the ~
wagon started going downstream and the horses were having a . -
- difficult time trying to kesp going. Tha wagon was full .of «
children but after what must have seemed a m‘x’lonq time to -’
Mr. Hackel we finally got to the other side... ' .

. We rode horseback to school when the. weather was not too.
cold. When it got too cold to ride we drove a team on a _
spring buggy. Then we could bundle up in robes made of “"pants
cloth and overallis”. The older boys chinged off driving because
their hands got so cold. -Wé put.hay in the bottom of the box '
-with several big Tlat rocks that had been heated in the aven _
at home and on the stove at school.S: ‘

~

'\(

-

]Luc'mc Martshorn, Qur Yestardays, p. 314,
ZPaul Schnose, Our Yes S, p. 80.
arian 0'Bryan, g
4Dorothy Harmon, . . o
NViolet Plerc  Tripp County 30th Anniversary, p. 173.

u oL




s ’ e ) ; 10°

~

Zelma and Joe Norman drove four and one-half miles to the Hﬁr;rison .

Flat scﬁoo]"'l/n a one-harse cart pulled by a faithful old horse called’

Inger, "which ‘theirvdad had pt;rchasec! from an Indi;n‘ for a dead cow.! ~
Tom Norman, from the time he was seven until he was twelve, rode

saven m;f‘es on horseback to the Grieves dchool. During inclement weather

_ he stayed with a family who 1ived closer to schooi.z

Horces mere a big part of peop1e's“11'{ies in those days. Mrs. Rietmann

. . : e _
said that in 1925 when she taught at the Chaffee school in Meade county,
most of the pupils rode to, schodl, usually two to.a horse. ""In the spring '_

there was a pond not too far from thw schoolhouse and those youngsters
. \ . '

.would ride their horses out in the middie of it, turn them around end to

. 1
end and make them kick at one another. What kids won't do!"3

. The pupils of Arna Nejson rode horseback, too.

In 1920 I taught the Killian school in Haakon county...
As some of the pupils rode_horses, due to distance, I had a
- problem with them racing their ponies around. the schoolhause,
especfally at the noon hour after taking them to the dam to
* gat water. T couldn't see where the drink did them much good,
racing-them back at full speed. So [ had the riders copy a ..
.-page or tao about kindness tg animals.. I fon't know 4f it did
~ any good, .but I fele better. . e

&

-

In thrnor;thwistem part of South Dakota wild horses were a problem
even to someone on horseback. Jennings Floden said that his father would
not allow him to ride across one part‘ of the open range ‘even when he was :
seventeen because of the ‘ciang‘er of meeting a wild stallion whose territory
that .was.s E. C. P'enegrjn told of wild horses goming up out'bf the breaks . .
&Mn his rancn. home and the schoolhouse. "T‘ha,v‘ were mean and would

¥

—

;Joscphinc Hazzelstrom, Qur. Y stirda s, p. 260.

Audrey Norman, Qur Yestsrdays, p. 2§5. i
3pearle Rietmann, Schools, a. 323.

4anna Hovland Nelson, ; Teachers, p. 102.
Jennings Floden, parsona
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chase anything; so my dog usually went to school with me. One day when

Shey were giving me a worse t1me than usual, Sherm Strait came out and

shot at them to keep them from me."’

Al

In 1893-94 the average term of South Dakota schools was 113 days or
about five and one-half months. This was twenty-two days less than the
nationil average of '135. By the 1913-14 term the average school term
fo; South Dakota was 154, only four days less Ehan the average for the
nation. In 1923-30 the average was 172.7 days, but in 1933-34, due to
the hard times of the depressjon, 1t went down to 17 days.2

Around 1889 the school term for the Harrison Flat school was uctually
four months beginning about October 1. By 1910 the term was divided into .
two sesiions of three months in the fall and three in the spr1n9.3

The clerk's record for the Elk Mountain school district for July 14,

1314, shows that the board decided-to have eight months of school at the
" Dewey school, six monthsrébhbo4ngt‘E1k Mountain school, and three months

school at the Soper school. In 191§\fﬁiy voted to haVe eight months
'school at Both the Dewey sctool and the Soper school and to have school
at Elk Mountain frr three to six manths In July of 1917,they 21lowed
nine months school at Dewey, eight months school at Sopers, and seven
Aonths school at Elk Mountain There was no mention of the reason for
the d1fferepce in"Tengths of term.4

| Edwin Lathrop grew up in eastern Pennington county on a homest.:ad

north of Quinn. He said: o . 4

2E C. Pe]Iegrin, Cen*ral Meade County Prairie Schools, p. 373.
' “South Dakcta State Planning Board, EQementarz and Secondary Education
in South Dakota. p. 2.

rta, Qur Yesterdays, p. 332

4& k Mountain o D strict, Clerk's Record Book.
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Schools always have to have a beginning and in 1908
school was held in our neighborhood for c.ie month... There :
was no school in the winter, only in the spring and the .
fall, and of course, no schoolhouse. 1In 1912 ? schoolhouse
was built and was named the Peno Basin School.!

Many older boys went to school only when the ranch work was done.
Sometimes they were older than the teacher; almost al eysjthey were bigger
than she. If they respected the teacher, they helped keep the younger (s
ones in line; otherwise, they were a discipTine probien.2 Mildred Kaufman
had that problem. “"Another big boy was a very difficult discipline )
problem until all at once, he got a crush on me. That solved all those
.proble“us."3

Ruth Elliott wrot2 about her fagher. Ben Miller:

When work was slow h‘e went to eschool, as was frequently

the. custom then, work came ahead of school... When he was

seventeen years old he went back to school. He had left home

:m. ?;zas thirteen or fourteen years old and struck out for

In 1894, 81.7 percent of the children in South Dakota were enrolled
fn . 1. Most of the population of South Dakota at-that time was east ‘
of the river in small towns or on thickly populated farm land. Twenty
years later, by 1914, the population had spread over the thinly sett]led
western half. Times were tnugh for the settlers, and it was difficult
to have schools when families 1ived so far from one another. Only 67.9
percent of the children were enrolled. . Times were better in the twenties,
but by 1934 the depression was felt everywherg. and only *.8 pe&ent of

the children in South Dakota were enrolled in school.’

Jedwin Lathrop, Eastern Pennington County Memories, p. 370.
ZCarrie Fey, personal interview.
3Mildred Kaufman, Memoirs of South Dakota Retired Teachers, p. 80.
4Ruth Elliott, Our 7esterda§s. p. 222.
Pianning Board,
18

SSouth Dakota Elementary and Secondary Education
in South Dakota, p .

14




/ .
/ 13 .

/
In the late 1880's and early 1900's salaries were Tow. After the

first World War they were fncreased and were their best fn the 1920's.
From the ‘record book of the Directors of Harrison school township comes
the following: .
. August 13, 1889. At a meeting held this day... the scale
of teacher’'s salaries shall be as follows:
First grade certificate $40.-45 per month

’ ' Second grade certificate $35.-40 per month
~ Third grade certificate $30.  per month!

leima Sweeney said: 'fI taught one year at the Bend\er school on Squiw
Creek, 1903-04... My salary was $30. a month and I paid 316. a month for
room and board."? Floyd Cocking wrote about his first job in 19°6:
"First grade certificate from Aberdeen Normal School; $110 per month;
highest paid griduate out that year; the job teaching fifth to eighth
grades at Pringle in the Black Hills."3

When the depre.sion came salaries went down. Sylvia Warren recalled:
“ODuring the depress'1on finally a contract came from a school east of
Hermosa at $75. a month. [ paid $20. for room and board. The next two
years [ taught at the Laime Johnny school and received $50. a month and
Tived at home."* The pinch of the depression manifested itself by the
petition presented to the Harrison School Board asking them not to hire
married teachers. "It was then moved, seconded and carried not to hire
any married woman who has an able bodied husband."s This rule persisted

in many places until World War II and the shortage of teachers then.

i

. ;uzlo;m Barta, Our Ygs%grdazs. . :432és3
c’ eima Sweeney, gr esgr«gs. p. .
res 0

3 loyd Cocking, th Dakota Retired Teachers, p. 26.
ylvia Warren, Q'Gvr !Es?ﬂais. P. /5. '
ohn Barta, Qur Yesterdays, p. 332.
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Pearle Walker was one of many teachers who took a homestead and

14

taught while she proved up on her claim. She said: ,
. I had seventeen pupils... At the end of the month it was

an eighteen mile trek around the township to get my pay. If

4 member of the board wasn't home I would ?ave to go around

again on Sunday. D0id it all on horseback.

A teacher had to have a certificate before she could teach. The
first certification law, writtes in 1862, stated that the county superin-
tendent was to examine all teachers who offered themselves for service,

in moral character, learning, and ability to teach. Certificatss were

limited to one year. ’ '

In 1879 provisions were made for ﬁle Superintendent ;\ Public
Instruction to prescribe the requirements for first, Socond. and third
grade cerﬁf‘.catu.z To become certified anyone could take the tasts

_ given annuall y by the ‘t_:gu‘ryg VSupor'lntcndnnt. Gne's grades on the various
parts dntlmf:*aed the kind of c;rt'l f1cato one received. Tests were given
in reading, writing, geography, grammar, spelling, and arithmetic. Later,
United States history, civics, physiology, bookkeeping, czgmnt evcnts.'

art, and theory and practice were added. .

Such a certificate read:

This is to certify that has been examined
and found competent to give instruction in orthography, writing,
arithmetic, Engﬁﬁ grammar and geography and having exhibited
satisfactory evidence of good moral character is authorized tg
tsach ti.ase branches in any commop 3 within this county.

This paper was s1incd by the County Syperintendent and was good only in
the county in vhich it was issued.

lPurlo Walker Curtis, Tripp County S50th Anniversary, p. 144.
“G. Justin Bales, "Development of Territorial Education of the

Black_H111s of South Dakota, 1876-1890, (unpublished thesis), p. 39.
3J. Lecnard Jennewein, editor, Dakota PQonma. p. 174,
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Low scores meant one could be rejected. The Record 5oo£-for the
Superintendent of Schoo1§ for Custer county from 1892" to 1919 contains
a section labeled Rejected. It was a long !ist of people who took the
tasts and failed.
Mr. 6. 0. Van Mater who was County Superintendent in Tripp County,
wrote: 1
I hivo in my possession a letter from an applicant 1iving Y
in Gregory county, asking "if I could place him in a school”, )
and in said Tetter were seventeen misspelled words. [ replied, \> .;///”
Septarbar 5, d e CararuT 3 sorent i one srer 1o e
In the early 1900's many high schools offered "normal® courses which
prepared their students to teach. One.part of those courses consisted
of Senior reviews, in which they went over or reviewed all areas of
knowledge: math, spelling, history, deography; al1 the areas they were
Tikely to encounter when they took the teacher examinations. Young men
and women as young as sixteen itartnd to teach with a third grade certi-
ficate. If they studied diligently, or Tearned as they taught various
subjects, they might advance to a socqnd grade certificats whan they
toék the tests the next year. A first grade certificate was difficult
to attain and usually required teaching experience and one or two years
at a normal school. In the middle 1920's more and more teachers began
to attend normal schools to secure a certificata.
Renewals were possible without taking the tests again. By the early
1930's few ware taking the tests. 1934 was the date of the last recorded

tast scores in Custer county. A1l certificatiés after that were issued for

1G. 0. Van Meter, Tripp County 50th Anniversary, p. 64.
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attandance at normml school or ¢hllege. It was difficuit to f%nd the
money to attend' school, especfally during the depression. Mﬁny went to
susmer schooi and taught in the winter.
Qualification standards remained low for elementary teachers in
South Dakota into the 1950's. In & Report of the Committee on Education
/ . of the South Jakota Legislative Research Council in 1954, the committee
© vas concarned with the problem of teacher certification. In the 1953-54
school year there were still 212 "unqualified” teachers und }215 P;rm1t
teachers employed. To have a pcrﬁdt'milnt that one had Tess than one
year of norma! training; it could be as Tittle as six;’uks of summer
school. At that time no other state ranked lower than South Dakota in \
*he percentage of tedchers who were college graduates. In-South Dakota |
only 10 percent of the elementary taachers, were college gradqg;ggi The |
highest ranking state at that time was Arizona where 97.5 percent of .
elementary teachers had degrees.’ B
To overcome the lack of good education and teacher training among
elementary teachers, county institutes were held eyery year at the county
seat in every South Dakota county. Recorded in the Record Book of *the
Superintendent of Schools for Custer County le‘thl first institute held .
there from July 20 to August 1, 1891. It lasted for ten Yays and was
conductad by Mr. R. M. Jestar. In 1894 fifty-five teachers attended,
and in’ 1902 Professor G. W. Nash conducted classes for 96 teachers. Therc
were lessons on how to tsach, classes to provide information about
various subjects such as geography anc \:rnvﬂ » and demonstrations in

art and hand'lcraft.z

Tsouth omm; LegisTative Research Council, Report of the Comittes
on on, p. 6.
.M-wsur'(:aunty Superintendent of Schools, Record Book, pp. 487-493.
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It was a time for all these young womn who led such quiet, hard working
1ives in the rura] schools to get together in town for a few days. In

the evenings, one lady remembers, they would go back to the meeting place
and spend the evening copying new patterns to use during the school year.!

Mr. Leo Seppala, who Tived in Buffalo as a young man, remembered institutes

- as,3 time when all the young ladies of the county would be in town, and

special programs would be held and would be open to the public as well as

‘to the teachers. But the young ladies were the main at'tract'lon.z'

SchoSlhouses were cold in winter and extremely hot in the fall and
late spring,gm fire had to be started each morning, and on very cold
mornings the schoolroom would not warm up until noon. One eldenly lady
told about a mother who came to school with her child and spent most every
day there, sewing or doing needlework. Sometimes she helped students or
Tistened to them read. She was a well-educated Tady who was having hard
times, and the tsacher made her welcome for she suspected there was no _
money that wintar to buy coal for the stove at home.> '

Irene Griffin said:

The one-room unprlnt}d\schoo!houu was too hot if your desk

was next to the stove, but you wers cold 1f your seat was near

the wall, During cold weather your feet were always cold. 1

don't believe children were as intelligent as they are now. - .

Perhaps, some had plenty of potential but had 1ittle

guidance and not much to stimulate intarest.

?vrclyn Howe said: "On chilly wintar mornings we huddled arougd- the

wood stove to vmi ourselves, then attended to thawing out the water pail

.

"and the 1nk.hottits.'5

lgertrude Bamning, personal nterview.
2Leo Seppala, personal interview.

3grace Libby, personal intervi -
41rene Griffin, Oup Y "E\m—’—/ ‘
stvdyn Howe, OQur s P. 253.
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# supplies and equipment were adequate but limited. There was a
bltckboard. a recitation desk, double desks for the children, and later,
sf;glo desks fastened together in a row, a teacher's desk and chair, maps,
sometimes a globe, sometimes a piano or an organ, always a water pafl and
dipper. Later, a new innovation was Emckefy water cooler with a 11d.
Some schobls had walls; some had cisterns; at some the chﬂdrun. and the

uachwcﬁﬂ;d their water to schootljn' covered syrup pails.

Over and over the fact fs mentiohed that school books were furnished
by the pupils. “They used whatever books they had. Thare was no
uniformity in textbooks. Reading, writing and ari.thmetic was the
curriculum.*! - . -

Julia Hall wrote:

In my early school days parents furnished textbooks. As a
consequence there was often a lack. The only supplies furnished

by the school board were chalk and erasers. Up till my last years

in the grades [ never saw a sheet of construction paper and [ am 2

quite sure all. the other schools in my county were as unsupplied.

The series of reading books calléd Slodgett's Reader was popular.
Other reading series were School Rgading‘ by Grades by Baldwin, the Swinton
Reiders, the series called Progressive Course in Reading by Aldrich and
Forbes, and the Heath Readers by Grades. Geographies included Natural
School &gragth edited especially for the Dakotas and Minnesota by
Redway and Hinman, First Steps in Geography by Frye, and Barnes Complete
Geography by Montieth. One history book was A Primary History of the
United States for Intermediate Classes by Donnelly. Golden Song Books

were used for singing.

Jauth E1110tt, Qur Yesterdays, p. 222.
2lulia Hall, Memoirs of South Dakota Retired Teacners, p. 52.

Lo
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The teachers of the commcn school districts used the South Dakota

14

Course of Study. If they fullowed it ‘conscientiously and had a good
educatfon in the basics, they could Le successful teachers. The Course
of Study was the teacher's Bible. She never prepared a lesson without
consulting it. It Tisted every fact and every concept to be learned in
every subject for every grade and gave ideas of what :could be done to
accomplish the Tearning of all of it. [t m§ printed and -published by
the state of South Dakota and came from tl’n. office of the State Superin-
tendent of Public Instruct{on. '
~ Grace Lobdell Hammerquist, retired teacher, described her first
mch1n§ experience at the Dawkins school: "“The dozen children and I
religiously ~c:nvorod the work for each month as it was outlined in the

big yellow State Course of Study."l
Floyd Cocking taught his first year at the Pringle school in Custer

county.

One of my saventh grade girls was pretty sharp and ! -ad
to hustle to keep her busy and challenged. And then I fo 4
the solution. Two of my fifth grade seemed to need more
personal help then I had time to give so I had Anne start
helping them. Within a week, she was my full-fledged teacher
afdg during parts of the day. She loved it. So did I. And
everyone profited from it. Of course, she did not get paid.
But she got a better education. "

It seems we were to teach about s!x or eight subjects to
each grade level... That would make twenty-five or thirty
classas a day during a period from efight ti11 three. Could
you believe our shortest class was only five minutes? That
was spelling. And our longest was tsenty minutes. That was
because I believe in a good math background. Some other
doubling up had to be done so I put the fifth and sixth yrades
together in' the same Class for history the first semester and
covered the fifth grade work. The second semestar we did the
sixth grade work. It was not tco bad but did k2ep the teicher
Jumping without benefit of coffee breaks, free periods,
relaxation or neighborly chats with other teachers.

“‘Gracc Lobdell Hammerquist, Memoirs of South Dakota Retired Teachers,
p. L] .
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We knew the subjnct material had to be covered from the

%ﬁ_qf_;_gg*. But the tesacher was not the final authortity.
.he hacd to a0 his job well enough so that everyone in the
eighth grade was qualified to graduate. The county superin- -
tendent prepared the firal exams, mailed them to the pregident

\ of the school board, who delivered them to the teacher day
of the final exam. After the student had written the examini-
ation, the papers were returned to the county office for marking.
And 1f the grades were too low, the student flunked'out and had
to repeat another year. If a teacher had that happen, you can

imagine how popular he was in the community. But the system ‘ g
;'ﬂd to encourage both the student and teacher to do a good oL
ob.

Questfons 11ke these taken from an old examination paper testad. ‘ /
whether or not the Course of Study had been followed:

Grade VIII arithmetic: A man bought at a sale a team of Y
horses for $375. The terms of the sale were, 1 year's
time at 6% ‘nterest, or 2¥ off for cash. The men o
accepted the latter condition and went to a bank and = I
borrowsd just enough money to pay the cash amount _— +
paying 8% intarest. Did he gain or lose by choosing o
the second condition, and how much? C

Grade VII spelling: Spell ten words to be pronounced by :
the teacher from a 1ist made up by her from those . .
words quits generally missed when the regular lessons . :
were given, but which have since beén studied. -

© Grade VI reading: You will write from memory one stanza_
from either "Barefoot Boy", “The Children's Hour",
“Ode to a Waterfowl®, or “Star Spangled Banner".

Grade V drawing: Each pupil will bring two potatoes’ -

) They will be placed on the desk in front so that .
the end of (e overlaps the otior. Draw them just )
as seet;.

G : geography: Draw an outline r;np of South America
and write the names of the oceans on the east and
on the west of it. Ny ' o

Grade IIl geography: Write how you could make a little:
pool of water from water running in the streat or
road after 2 rain. If you have ever seen a lake or
a stream of water, tall how you think 1t came there.

"F1oyd Cocking, Mamoirs of South Dakots Retired Tsachers, p. 2.
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Grade II Tanguage: The teacher will have on the board a
l1iberal Tist of words already studied having the
long and short sounds cf a, e, i, and 0. She will
have each come to the boardfand mark the vowels of
four of them. s

Grade I reading: Write on the board a few sentences such
as the following and have each pupil read for fluency

. and expressfon: “Mamma, ] see you., Do you see me?
} Tove erou‘h-u. Do you love me?"

© Verda Amold remembersd taking the final eighth grade examination.

In the spring of 1922 a decree went cut from somewhere

that all saventh and eighth ?nde pupils must go to the -

county seat to write their final examination. There were -

four of us from Lame Johnny. Mason Peterson, Peter Sieger, - .

Evelyn Maxon and me. Poor little country kids. %e were

all®afraid of the big city. The idea of a FINAL test was

bad enough. But tgrhave to write such a test in a strange A

big building-~oh no! Miss Carter assured us we all knew N\
to pass. Then gavé us added relief By offering to

go along and just be thers. We'all passed.© .

»+ _The noon meal was 2 break in the day's hard wlrk. . Once Tunch was

’

, eaten, the children played games, with the teacher usually playing with

thes. For these children so isolated on their ranches, ﬁ)is playtime
must have been very good for them and filled a real social need. Some-
times recess would be skipped so the whole school could take a Tonger -
noon hour and go to a nearby pond to skate or-a h‘i'!l to il‘ldg down. -
There were no hot lunch programs in those jiay‘ Most lunches
consisted of a jelly sandwich with an apple or 2 plain piece of cake or
3 cookie; no‘ m;ed paper wrappings in those days. Fried egg >sand'w1chns
were big, with honemade braad. Sometimes biscuits, cornbread, or cold
pancakes nn. 411 some éhﬂdnn had, with lard instead of butter. ,Times

were tough. . '
‘ - * . b A ‘
rly Uniform T d Revi jons, D 1910.
] mo [ S. P. . 4
) _
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#In one commnity the five or six mothers took turns senaing the
ingredients for a hot dish, which the teacher heated on a kerosene stove,
and a1l the children shared. Often it was only plain potato soup; milk

anc potatoes were two things most people had plenty of, but sometines
¥ 1

-

it was vegetable soup, macaroni and cﬁuse..Or hot cocoa.
Dorothy Harmon said,

... often our-bread was frozen at no~n, as we had to
Teave 1t (our lunches) in the antercom. But thers was a
"huge stove in the center of the room... We would toast our . |
bread on top of the stove, and at least we had hot toast. . ‘
The butter would melt agd smoke... but Mrs. Van Pelt never |
said anything about it. . ¢

A concomitant of rural schaoldom was the dinner pail...
a lard or syrup pail, a half-galion size for one person, .
2 Qallpn size for saveral. We always praferred to take
individual lunches, but that was a Tuxury Mother was not
much inm favor of, a5 it meant five dinner pails to be
scrubbed out each evening and weli aired for the next day,
S0 usually st reduced the number to two, or thres at the
most... The enjoyment of these school lunches had to be '
sharply whetted by huriger for they were anything but

* palatable in their own right. The flavor of ssndwiches

is not improvad by remaining packed tightly in a pail N
for a half dey, even if the glass of fruit sauce or
preserves has not been spilled over them by the swinging
of said pail on the way to school, or by its having been
kicked over in the rumpus attendant upon the removal of
wraps and overshoes. (Cookies so closaly packed go through
& peculiar softening process making them altogether
,different from the crunchy discs Mother had biked. The '
applé, if any, was probably eaten at recsss.

Other children's food usually looked more attractive
than one's own and there was a universal bartering of
lunches... We 1iked to trade edibles with the Van der Tuins.
They had many cookies, coffee cakes and other baked deli-
cacies mde after Holland (ecipes... One family of children
often brought fried egg santdwiches with the eggs fried
soft, which gave a messy drippy effect... These sandwiches
wers not much in demend for trades. The 1iquid part of
our lunch was cold water carried in a‘'pail from a well 4
half-mile down the hill and drunk from a common dipper.

»

1Cam--'lc Fey, personal intarview.

‘znorothy Harmon,. Qur Yesterdays, p. 240. .
3raye Cashatt Laﬁ—ﬂiﬁﬁs. hing to Make a Shadow, pp. 105-106.
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Progr"m.'csptcuny the Christmas program, wer; an important 'part .~
of the school year. There was np television or radio, and the slow mode
of travel made 1t impossible to gg to town for entertainment; so the ',
people in the community ﬁdo’thé1r own. Sume schools had programs to X

raise money to buy needed equipment. . : -

« = It was very hard to manage with so few books and no
equipment, but we had programs and box suppers to raisg

/ money to buy shades, lamps and supplies. These social
affairs served as community gatherings and we usually
borrowed a copper boqer and an oil1 stove and made .
coffee for the Iunch. -

Children gained much from the experience of getting up in front of
people to act out a playlet, speak a piece, or perform in some other way. '
Because of the lack of pnﬁc11s and paper and books, memorization wai an

quate dozens of which they learned while in elementary school.
Verda Arnold wrote of her school days:

Much of the fun and joy of a country school was program
time. It was probably looked forward to with as much trepi-
dation as joy. For some there was alway: a little stage
fright, for others thers was none. Edna Hasser was a master ™
hand when 1t came to programs. These consisted of group
singing, solos and dialogs (1ittle plays). Edna played the
organ and the older pupils stoed close enough to read the
words. We "1ittle kids" stood back and learned the words
from them. A few days after being given our parts to learn,
we used the "opon'lfug exercise” period for practice sessions.
For those who would be taking part in more than one rendition
there was no warning until the first “piece” was pretty much
under control--then we received the lines we must learn for
the dulo?uo or extra "piece”. During program time there
was usyally a feeling of togetherness--a comradeliness that®
was missing on just regular days. Now the big boys didn't
tesase the younger children so much and the whole school
seemed interestad in how well you spoke your piece.

4

Yirs. Charles Heller, Tripp County 50th Anniversary, p. 131.
2Yerda Arnold, Our chtgrﬁazs, p. 136. -

P




. . .
’ -
+
g )
' L4

24
Sometimes the school program would precede a box social or pie

social. Blanche Kaufmag wrote:
’ How the girls worked to fix the nicest food that

their Timited $upply wouid allow. And they worked in
" secret t0 maka their boxes look as beautiful as possible;
and how they hoped that the young man of their dremms
would buy their box when it was auctioned off after the
program. . And sometfmes, how disappoints’ they were when
?\c]mt unkespt old bachelor in the neighbarhood bought
t. - . b . - .

. Besides these pro/qums. the schools :In cvgr‘y'co‘unty prepared for
c'qnfnty spelling bees and declamation contasts. Everyone, from first
grade through eighth grade, toﬁ!: part; ?md the winners from each county
ul’!it ovi‘_to_ o state contest.” But everyone was & winner because the

practice involved to compete at the county level raised the 'ab111ty

of all to spell and- to speak in i'ront of a group. ' .

Each school district within a county, while controlled by the
Jocal, board, was dirgcted and gu‘ldid" by the woman or man who was
County Superintendent. The office was at the County Courthouse, and
the Superintendent’s Job was ot an us) one in the large countles of:

_ western South Dakota. It WS an elective position-so every two years

the sup\or;in_tmdcnt must travel through the county asking people to vote
for him; an expensive, t1m~éon§ua1'ng, tirigé chore in the days .of
travel by horseback or buggy. ) "

The county superintendent's office was always a busy,

busy place. There was always a rush on to get things done
and meet the deadlines set for school reports and activities

" on the school calendar... Susmer began with the census reports

from the clarks. Then cime the ordering of textbooks and
supplies. Next came the completing and filing of the annual -

, 1B‘lam:hc Kaufman, Melletts County Memories, p. 26.
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reports from the school officers, followed by the stocking
of textbooks and supplies. Then came the planning of the T’
school calendar and the preparation of the annual school
teschers' bullatin, which was the basic guide to be followed
for the schoo! term ahead, and mixed in with these regular
duties, was always the problem of placing good teachers
in the schools, who meet the certification regulations
adoptad by the State Department of ‘Public Instruction.
The beginning of school brought teachers' meetings,
_. Institutes, etc., with the accompanying rush by teachers
for 1ibrary books, textbooks, and suppites. Each term
brought its rally days, with spelling contests, speech
contests, track meets, art exhibits, music festivals, and_
the County Y.C.L. Convention, at which time State Spelling
Contestants ana State Y.C.L. Delegates were selected... -
Eighth Grade Graduation was always a special day, a
culminating activity for p?pﬂs. parents, teachers and
the Codnty Superintendent. ’ ’

Thi young teachers in the ruraI'sch061s knew they had much to learn
and that they needed guidance from the county superintendent. Mrs. Carrie
C~nger said she was so inexperienced it was a wonder the pupils learned
anything. But looking back, it seemed to one of her former pupils she
had done well in spite of her inexperience, as “she taught eighteen or
twenty pupils. in all eight grades.2

The teacher was the key factor; inexperienced, untrained, but
conscientious and hard-working, the girls of sixteen and seventeen and )
older who were the early rural teachers did mo:2 than they ever knew

to bring culture to the frontier that was western South Dakota.

;E1mer Bell, Central Meade County Prairie Schools, pp. 12-13.

Verda Arnuld, Qur Yesterdays, p. 136. )
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