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DRAMATIZATION OF CHILOREN'S LITERATURE AND
VISUAL PERCEPTUAL KINESTHETIC INTERVENTION FOR

DISADVANTAGED BEGINNING READERS Order No. 8126995 |

Apamson, Diane O'TooLe, Eo.D. North western State University of
kouisiana, 1981. 113pp. Directed by: Dr. Bob Q. Lumpkins

3
Purpose of the Study. The pnmary purpose of this study was to
compare the effectiveness of two intervention techniques--a verbal
interactive dramatization of children's literature treatment and a.
nonverbal visual perceptual kinesthetic tréatment on the reading
.readiness, language development and self concept of econorhically
cesadvantaged rural, white lindergarien students. The secondary

meuﬂu&hﬁeeﬂmdmdmtwwmorm.

pretest condrbion on Criterion scores ‘
. Procedures. A fisid experiment wes conductad for twelve weeks

during the spring semester of 1981. Participants 44 male and
28 femaie kindergarten studénts from thres intact attwo rural
northern Loursiana schools. An extension of the Solomon Four-Group
Design was used with verbal or nonverbal type of treatment. pretest or
no pretest condition and male or female sex of subject as the
ndependent vanables. Subjects were randomiy assigned in eqyal
numbers by sex to groups, which were then randomly assigned to
treatment and pretest conditions. For thirty minutes a day subjects.n
the verbal treatment group were exposed to audiovisuai or 10 audio
only presentation ef children’s literature followed by student
smpromptu dramatizations: and subjects'in the nonverbal treatment
group were exposed to wvisual perceptual, kinesthetic readiness
activities and matenals The Lee-Clark Reading Readiness Test, the
Peabody Picture Yocabulary Test, and the Primary Seif-Concept,
Inventory were admrustered as posttest measures of the dependent

. vanables of reading readiness, language development and self

.

|- R ] C or notswersotypes of Native Americans
s ) 800 whether or not there were differences in the portraysis

. of children's iterature nor the nonverbal visual

concept for three Null Hypotheses stated at the 0S5 level of
confidence. Three separate 2 x 2 x 2 factona) analyses of vanance
were computed and resuits were analyzed for significant differences
with the F-test. i .

Findings Statstcal analysts of group mean scores for the Lee-
Clark Reading Readiness Test revealed that significant differences
existed between the scores of subjects in the verbal and nonverbal
gropps. The verbal interactve dramatization of chnldren‘s.hteratun
group performed significantly better than the nonverbal visual
perceptual kinesthetic group 1n reading readiness. A significant
mnteraction of female sex and pretest condition was noted Analyms ot
the group mean scores of the Peaboady Picture Vocabulary Test
indicated that the verbal group performed sagmfiqcantiy better than the
nonverbal group in language d evelopment. Ro significant difference
was found in the self concept scale scores on the Primary Self-
Concept Inventory between subjects who were administered a verbal
\nteractive dramatization of children's literature treatment and
subjects who were administered a nonverbal visual perceptual ’
kinesthetic treatment. .

Conclusions The following are among the pnmary conclusions
within the hmitatioris of this study as suggested by the analtysis o(.
data’ (1) Verbalinteractivd dramatization of chidren’s iterature is
more effective than nonverbal visual perceptual, kinesthetic
techmiques in fostering the language development and reading
readiness of economically disafvantaged kindergarten students.

(2) Verbal interactive dramatization of chiidren's literature had a
greater impact on the language deveiopment and reading readiness
of sconomucally disadvantaged students thap nonverbal visual
ceptual, kinesthetic techniques ifrespect of sex and/or pretest,
?\?pretw conditions. (3) Neither the verbal int@iactive dramatization

approach seemed to haye a significant effect on the seif concept of
economicaily disadvantaged kindergarten students (4) Language

development wes the dependent vanable which whe most significantly

enhanced by-the verbai treatment for economically disadvantaged
kindergarten students in this study -

THE CHARACTERIZATION OF NATIVE AMERICANS IN
CHILDREN'S AND YOUNG ADULT'S FICTION, WITH A
CONTEMPORARY SETTING BY NATIVE AMERICAN AND
NONNATIVE AMERICAQ AUTHORS: A CONTENT ANALYSIS
. OrderNG. 8125814
Bannown, PameLa PETRiCK, Pu.D. The Fidrida State University, 1981,
Wipp. Masor Professor Phyilis Van Ogden
. The purpose of this study was to examine the nature of the
cheraciarization of Native Americans in selected chiliren’s and yop(g,

Q (nﬁoﬁbookawﬂhupoﬂJNunmnWbdw
n
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ceptual, kinesthetic

- of Fabulation,” introduces the problem d_gem classi

American suthors. Twenty-seven selecton S0uUrCes ware used to
[ the 114 books included in this study.
pportive data for this study were obtained by using the
technique ¢f Gontent analysis The analytic instrument used in this
study was developed by the researcher It i1s a modification of the two
instruments ysed by Gast in his study and a syntheais of criteria used
in studies dof\e by Shaw, Dusold, Feingoid, the Council on Interragial '
Books for Chiljren, the participants in the hbrary Services Institute on
Library Materisis for American Indians, and the Stanford, Calfornia,
Task Force for the Evaluation of Instructional Materials. In order to
study the characterization of Native Amenicans, ten general
categaries were developed. story setting, attitudes of author in
reiation to Native Amencans, use of dialect, author'a portrayal of the
relationship between Native Americans and whites, author's portrayal
of the values and ethics of Native Americans, author's portrayal of
contributions of Native Americans, author's portrayal 6f contemporary
Native American hife, characterization of the Native American
character, stereotype with regard to characterization, and stereotype
with regard to storyline,’ ‘ -
The investigation reveaied that by combining the elements of

charactenzation that sopeared most often in the books analyzed a
composite Native Amencan character could be created who can be
described as. a main character who is a male, Nava)jo, teenager living
n the West on a reservation in a hogan with both parents and
attending schoo! His physical £haractenstics are described in terms
of hair and eye color, he does not speak in dialect, and his goal in ife
s $eff-realization There s a positive family relationship and their
ecosomic status s adequate The relatignship with whites i1s that of

. mutual toierance and a strong sense of family arid kin relationship 1s
expressed as & value His contribution to society s arts and crafts
Problems of health, education, ahd job bpportumities are concerns of
hes contemporary Ife style

Most of the books analyzed contained more than one type of

stereotype with regard to characterization of Native American
characters and more stereotypes with regard to storyline were found
thdn in any other category Books written Gy Non-Native Amencan
authors were found to contain more stereotypes than those wniten by .
Native Amencan authors.

‘The researcher concluded that many of the more obvious
stéreotypes of Native Americans such as ~“Nobie Red Man™, "Drunken
Oid Indian”, etc have given way o & more subtie stereotype.
Descnptions of Native Amenicans in the books analyzed often inciude
a reference to an eiement of nature There was'siso & noticeable lack

of humor n the books anatyzed. Because of the misconceptions
about Native Americans being perpetuated in this literature, writers of
children’s fichonal literature should be more insightful with régard to
the dynamics of Native Amencan culture. There s alsc-a need for
more children's books to be authored by Native Amernicans.

/ '

PROBLEMS IN GENERIC CLASSIFICATION:‘ TOWARD A
DEFINITION OF FANTASY FICTION Order No. 8123611

BaRTH, MeLisSsa ELLEN, PH D. Purdue University, 1981. 254pp Major
Protfessor Virgi L Lokke :

-~ The primary concern of this study 1S to provide a methodology for )
identifying those texts belonging to the genre | label fabulation
Although the approach in part relies on the apparatus of structuraist
cnticesm, it 1s not intended to be simpiy a structural analysis of the
genre Structural analys:s 1S used as a starting pointin the
discussions of key generic elements in order to make these elements &
more readily visible to someone reading my argument. Three fajor :
aspects are considered as significant generic markers, causaton,
narrative structure, and patterns of closure
+  The firstchapter, “Arresting Strangeness The Ontological Nature
i ion More

mmportantly, however, it provides a synthetic overvew of seven writers
on the genre fabulation. J. R. R. Toliien, C. N Maniove, W.R. lrwin, -
Eric 8. Rabkin, Tzvetan Todorov, Witold Ostrowski. &nd Jane Mobley.
These critics are atudsed in order to identrfy a basic but unarticulated
concern in their writings with a tundamental marker of fabulation
foregrounding the nature of the textual ontos - L

Chapter Two, "Cause and Effect: A Generic Paradigm,” isa
presentation of the paradigm | develop to account for the six types of
causation a fabulated text may exhubit. All six gre discussed in kght of
Viadimir Propp’s formalist conception of tunction Each’causal
principle is aiso stuched by means of a sampie lext drawn from the.
Jeve! of formuta fiction Formuia fiction provides the models because it
s at this level that itis the easiest to identify generi¢ markers -

The third m"‘ﬂn Quest for Undersundm?' Narrative
Strategies.” the ways in which f exts provide the
implied reader with the information he will nead 10 understand the
ontology of the text and the causal principies that control the events

~

v



therein. The discussion centers on two methods of expoaition: the
rm (in which

ol Womubnambdmlyunulmm‘acmﬁm).

Narrative patterns must be considered in this study of genre because

‘p\cy‘mor\edmepﬁtmymmbymchmemacqu&inam

implied reader with the ontological nature of the fabuiated world.

P

the textual onios s not”

ty Similarly; the fourth chapter, "The Quest for Certainty: Patterns of

. re,” stuches five forms of what | call absqlute closure because ¢
the pattem of closure the text empioys also provides animpihed
reader with intormation about the ontological nature of the
fabulated text and about the causal pnnciples controliing that ontos
Eteztt:hpmdabaolutecloaureismps‘t’ra&ed by meahs of a sample

In addrhon to absolute closure, | identity another variety which |
label expu?m closure. Chapter Five, "Breaking Fonnr:'eh?émhcuona?
mee;hri::m expanding ciosure as well as otheiaspects of
thes most orm of fabulation. Metafictional fabulation is the

labe! tuse to be those fabulated texts that never make the
nature of the iextyal ontology clear to the reader. In other words.
metafichonal ubqapops refuse towgrve conclusive answers to the
central quewons“d the genre. "What do | know”" (ontology) dnd
How do | know?* (epistemology) | argue that these texts do not
esgape tpe bound#nes of the genre fabulation but rather expand
them to inciude both concerns with the nature of the textual gntos

and the mannér by which the reader attempts to make
and e ¢ t p sense of that

oo
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/' AN EXPERIMENTAL STUDY TO DETERMINC THE

-+ FEASIBILITY OF USING FOLK LITERATURE TO TEACH

SELEGF CRITICAL READING SKILLS TO SIXTH GRADERS

Boswma, BeTTe Anes, PH.D. Michigan State University, 1881 206pp

The purpose of this Study was to determine f critical reading skilis

can be taught efiectively through guided reading of folk literature

Critical reading was defined as the process of using critica] thinking in

reconstructingmeaning of the printed message. Folktales included
narrative whuch had tts onigin in oral tradition, written legends,
tairytales, myths, and animal tales. The study investigated four
questions, (1) Will there be a difference in critical réading ability of

sixth graders after directinstruction in critical reading through guided

reachng of fold literature? (2) Will there be a difference in critical
reading ability of sixth graders taught critical reading skilis using folk

Kterature-and sixth graders taught critical reading skilts through other

matenals? (3) Will there be a difference within groups for subjects
with low, average, or high critical reading ability after the critical
reading nstruction through folk literature as compared to critical
reading instruction with other matenals? (4 Mow weas mierest of
students refative to folk literature affected by the intervention?

- Subjects were ninety-nine puptls in four sixth grade reading
classes taught by the same teacher Two experimental classes (n =
50) received nstruction in critical reading skills through guided
reading of foktales (a) by the teacher reading aloud and modehng a

" entical reading process, and (b) by children reading independently a

book of therr choice selected from 120 foiktakes in the classroom.

Instruction in crtical reading for two control classes (n = 4AQ) was

presented through (a) teacher reading aloud from books, excluding
folk Iterature, to model critical reading process and (b) by childreo
worlung in skilbooks and assigned practice material

All four Questions were studied by ethnographic considerations
including participant-observation, informant intervews, and analysis
of fieldstudy data. ‘e

In addition, questions one and two were subject to statistical
ahglys:s using & two by two analysis of variance with pretest-posttest
beng tbe two leveis of the within-subjects factor, and folk literature-
Wwwmmmwmmmmmmm

..;g‘:ztc!:wr. A LOOK AT LITERATURE: The NCTE‘CQopeflﬁvO Test
of Cri

Reading and Appreciation was the sysiustive meestre.
Cuestion three was measured by an analysis of covariance usivg
- mulitple regresmon equations to predict postiest scores, with pretest
ocoresmucgvmlhandmotypedrudinqmawialused in
instructort &s factor. ..
Analysis of data obtained from sthnographic consideration led to
the conclusion that critical reading did improve as a result of direct
instruction in guided reading of foik literature. Direct instruction
nppouodlobemdlocﬁvowhmfollowedwithopponunnylor
pupits 1o practice critical reading in self-selected folktales and to

QO  ovalustive réaponses.
E [C“mMALOOKATLITﬂ!ATURE.Wto

nMMMWMMuﬂu‘Omm

’

the deiayed form (in which the nature.

Order No. 8126472

> . . .
ability after intervention, taking the group as 8 whole The two by two
analysis of variance indicated an F (1,86) ratio of 1.89 atp > .05. The
between group factor produced an F (1,96) ratio of .017, p > .05

The subjects in the experimental group with low pretest scores
improved significantly in posttest scores in comparison with subjects

in the contro) group with low pretest scores. An analysis of covariance

produced an F (1,94) ratio of 3.96 due to the group times prerest
- interaction atp ( 05

The signdicant gains of the low scoring subjects in classes using
folk literature led to the conclusion that low achieving readers can
learn critical reading skills in the regular classroom through
competent instruction with worthwhile and interesting literature

The high level of interest maintained throughout the study
supports the conclusion that folk iterature provides a feasible means
of teaching critical reading Interest wag particularly ng;ewonhy
among boys.,

A STUDY OF THE CRITICISM OF CHILDREN'S LITERATURE
1969-1979 OrderNo. 8121771

BRETT, BETTY Marion, P D The Ohio State Unwersity, 1981 501pp
Adwiser. Professor Charlotte S Huck

This study was undertaken to examine the state of the art of the

. enticism of ghildren’s iterature and to seek ghswers to questions
related to existence of such criticism and the nature, scope, and

s categorization of the same The period under review was the decade
1969-1979, the sources of information were books and general
periodicals as identified through standard bibliographic research
procedures, as well as a purposive sampling of penodrcals of the
nbrary and teaching grofessions in the United States, Canada and
Great Britain Al sources selected for inclusion in the study weré
examined for evidence of critical viewpoints, categores of cntical
opinion, and deveioping trends in the context of the study criticism
was deel be writings which either 1n whoie or n part were
concerned with some asgpect of the nature, function, or qualty of

* chiidren’s iiterature, the eritic was any individual whose writing of a
critical or evaluative nature had been published in book form or in the
periodical iterature

The study provided convincing evidence of the existence df an

extensive and impressive body of criicism of chitdren's iterature
which may be categonized as work-centered, children-centered. and
issues-centesed The work-centered criticism, rooted firmly in_
scholarship and tradtion, deals with literary elements and examines
all genres. It demands a literature which adheres to high itterary
standards, refusing to compromige quality becauge books are for
children Child-centered criticism draws on the evidence of

psychological study to insist that the evaluation of children’s hiterature

take into account the developmental nature of child growth, so that
,books of excelience are accessible to all issues-centered criticism
focuses on the appropriate presentation in children’s books of many
of the rssues of contemporary society. A developing trend appears to
be a more corpprehensive criticism which, while it remains primardy
concerned with hiterary excellence, takes due cognizance of the
nature of the chiid and the nature of society.

The ‘evidence of thts Study Is that there is a digtinctive children’s
iterature which 1s being increasingly acknowiedged as worthy of
study, research omment both within the university community
and among s¢holars in general--a hiterature which is supported by a
large and growing body of serious criticiam,
. Iy

THE PROBLEMATICS OF READING AND THE POETRY OF
INTERACTION * Order No. 8114654

CARAHER, BriaN GREGORY, Pu D <State University of New York at Buffalo. -

1981. 366pp.

A model of literary reading based on John Deweys notions of s

interaction and inquiry, notions most fully devéioped 1n his Logic: The
Theory of Ingyiry, this dissenation considers the nature of literary inquiry
into literary experience, When applied to literary works, Dewey's nonon of

+ IDquiry leads into partigilanzing investigations of the “problematics” of
reading A “problemanc”, developed 1n the course of reading and reréading -

8.

a speaific poetic text, centers and guides the parhcular ways in which 2
reader actively engages the textand the ways 1n whuch the text acts upon
and guides the reader Thus moded of literary reading also draws upon
Stephen Pepper's work in aesthetics and the theory of evidence and Ludwig

Wittgenstew's wTings on understanding and being guided. o

The first two chapters develop the mode] pragmancally and
theoreacally through “TRichsione™ readings of three of William
Wordsworth's “Lucy poems” Most of the first chapter, "A Romantic
Slumber: Dreaming the Death of the Lovely Other; or,’A Case of Murder

.
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" and the Romantic Imaginatioq™, is coocerned with the adjudication of
three possible readings of A slumber did.my spirit seal”. Problems of
experience, contekt and rhetorical complexity encountered in the actvity of |
reading thys poem are all addressed at length. Furthermore, the fate of the
narrator of Wordsworth’s lync is seen as representative of the fm.e of
numerous cntcal readers-the slymbrous failure to interact. [n the ad .
chapter, “Toward the Problematics of Reading: A-Realignmentef Cno

Inquary 1n Relation to the Acavity of Reading”, a theorencal exposinon of ',

" this interactional mode! of reading is developed, treating the interaction of -
reader and poem as a cnitical inquury 1nto the bounggnes an
interdependencies of self and others The general &yﬂg here 15 )
Dewevan Vanous gleanings from and crinques of passages and concepts in
Dewey and various other phulosophers, philosophical psychologists and
anthropologists are coordinated to produce a cntical analysis of Dewey's

" phenomenology of expenence amenable to literary smdies, especally the
queston of the reader and the acovity of reading. Most particularly,
Dewey's nonon of inquiry into expenence yields the concept of 3

."problematic”--a form of cnucal inquiry which attends to aesthetic eents
as charactensucally problem-generanng and which helps descnibe and
elaborate copceptually the felt qualities of such'events

ters follow; on Wordsworth's The Prelude and on James

Joyce's Ul sses¥ere, the cnincal problems of structure and character are

considered 1n relytion to texts which foreground the problems of readerty

interaction with In the chapter "The Growth of the Reader’s Mind or

The Singing of Law 10t the Heart” readings of Books [ and XIV of The

Prelude are g en. Phe “problemanc” which centers and guides the

interaction of Work and reader here 1s the endunng conflict betw een that

~unnatural self” with its " tranced of thought and mounungs of the mind”
and that "genial” gnd "moderated” self whuch auends to others and weds -
tself to the shapes and things of the world. The endunng conflict between

modes of self 1s recognized as that which shapes the disconunuities i

structure and rhetonc 1n The Prefude and engages a reader irinteracus ely

followng through resisung, questomng and accepung the terms and
wnumacies of ths self-reflecuse conflict. The fourth chapter, “The Pain of

Self and the Pull of Otherness Egowm and Resistance in Ul sses”, consists

of a reading of the "Proteus ' episode of Uly sses. In sum, the painful search

of the Dedahan self for a substiantial encounter with another self consitutes
the “problemanc” which centers and gu:des the interaction, of work and
reader wn reading Ulysses

" THE SEX-ROLE SOCIALIZATION OF WORKING CLASS
ADOLESCENT GIRLS: THEMATIC ANALYSIS OF ROLE-
CHANGE BEHAVIOR IN WRITING CHILDREN'S STORIES

OrderNo. 8125473
Criasen, Bansana 2ita, Ep D. Harvard University, 1881 2Z36pp

' A comprehensive review of the literature bearing on working class
sex-role socialization included a small but intnguing group of studies,
-, princspally by Bernstein and hrs associates (1871,1973), which
suggested that working class giris, in contrast to the boys, may
demonstrate greater linguistic and behavioral (or "roie™) complexity
i such expertise m hnguistic code-switching and social role-switching
does exist, it has important imphcations for educators For example,
teachers of working class adolescent girls should not assume that
. verbalized m-rob attitudes are echoed in &qually
_ traditional r - . 1n fact, these girls have experience in
taking on 8 variety of roles, including traditionally masculine,
instrumental roles, then they have an impdrtant basis both for leaming
to think hypothetically and for bemg introduced to career giternatives
In order to augment the existing data on the workmg class ginl's
ability to change roles, | set up & research project to test the
hypothesis that more working class, white, adolescent girls than boys
. would demopstme an ability consciously to take on a sex role
characteristic of the opposite sex As a direet measure of behavior, |
chose the method of thematic analys:s of imaginative writing as
developed for motivational research by McClelland and his associates
{1861,1975) In a greh ry study with working class adojescents, |
almost exclusively in children’s stones wiitten
aimost exclusively in chilgren’s stories

of the thesis was carned out in high school
classes in an urban public school system with 57 girls and 54 boys,
identified as working class, white, and American-born On the first
day, students were given the cue to invent their own story for a child
The themes of these stories fit the sex-dfferentiated thematic

B a8 closely as in the preluminary study. On the following day.
studands werg given 1he Cus 10 write a slory that 8 member of the
nanasiia sou might invent for & child. In that second story, the subject

; E ‘lc«mﬁ.mmmnm-
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ch‘l_dr.n':aoqmnmldbew by three coders as having a theme

. typical of the opposite sex (according 10 the categories established in
the preliminary study). The hypothes:s was supported with statistical
significance.

The concluding chapter of the thesis enlarges upon the .
'mphcations of these findings for the education of working class -
adolescents. Specifically, ability to role change is discussed in

- relabon to abriity to think in formal operational terms (Piaget) and to
speak in an "elaborated” linguistic style (Bemstein). Bernstein's
work, supported by earlier research, suggests that working class '
socializationreinforces particularistic or “restricted” speech and
thought. Infollow-up-interviews to my study, subjects syccessful at  °
role/ change were unable to articulate the process of their writing
vior. Thus, while the giris in particular can take on different roles,
workihg class adolescents either may not have practice in thinking or
speaking abstractly or they may not vaiue such middie class
“elaborated” forms of expression.

I3
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AN EXPLORATORY STUDY OF HOW NINTH GRADE BOYS
READ SHORT STORIES AND SCIENCE SELECTIONS
OrderNo. 8123894

Qmos*rmo, LorRraINE, PH.D Syracuse University, 1981. 1709'9

The purpose of this study 18 to descnbe the silent reading
processes that ninth grade boys report they use while reading short
stortes and scientific matenal it accomphshes its purpose by
dentifying from introspective reports fourteen strategies which are |
used duning silent reading, and by analyzing retellings and responses
to comprehension questions to determine what the students
remember and understand In addition tg Studying reading strategies
and comprehension, the study consider the readers’ interest in two
kinds of material Two short stories and science selections were used
to elicit the strategies, retelings, and responses to questions The
introspections were classified, the retellings were scored using theé
Goodman Burke Reading Miscue inventory, and the responses to the
questions were categorized according to criteria usediby E. A, Peel
The interest inventory which was used was created for this study

Generally, the data on the frequency of occurrence of strategies
suggest that while readers draw from a comnion core of strategtes,
which many readers use, readers aiso have individual preferences ¢
Four case studies are included to illustrate individual behaviors The
analyses of the data show that story and scignce text simulate the 3
use of the same strategies, with the exc?(oer? of prior knowledge, but
that sometimes the frequency of occurrénce of parfjcular strategies 1s
significantly greater for one kund of text than itis for the other

The data on comprehension, that 1S scores for the retellings &nd
the responses to the questions, suggest that the 21 ninth grade boys
in this study remember and understand short stories better than

_ science text, but that in the case of indWdual readers the level of 1
comprehension can vary for each of the four selections. There s |
evidence that these ninth graders are’resding at the inferential level -

The comeigtion coeflicients of frequency of occurrence of each ;
strategy and the retelling scores show that several strategies are
significantly related to comprehension These are Easy to Read,
Visualize, Pnor Knowledge. Personal involvement for science and -
Easy to Understand, Summary, and Inference tor story -

The Question on the relationship of interest to comprehension was
exploratory The findings suggest that aithough there are positive
correlations of interest and comprehension for story, the same did not
occur for inlerest and comprehension cf science text This may be an
area for further research.

o




A COMPARISON OF SELECTED AUTHORS'INTENDED IDEAS

* AND- THE ACTUAL UNDERSTANDINGS BY YOUNG CHILDREN ..

OF SELECTED PRIMARY GRADE BOOKS IN WHICH DEATH
IS THE MAIN THEME . Order No. 8115938

DoRvAL, JEFFREY HARRIS. E0 D Temple Unnversity, 1981 114pp. Major
Adviser: Dr Anne D Roos’

The purpose of this stud) was to investigate why authors of selected
books Tor'youzg children decided to use death as the main theme of their
books, why they wrote about the death of an adult relanve. sibling. fnend,
or pet, and what influenced their choices of subject mauer and/or
characters. .

An additiona) purpose 6f this study was to determige if children, after
reading the selecied books, demonstrate an understanding of death as
presented by the parncular authors. The study attempted to answer the
folloying research quesuions: .(1) Do authors of books for young children

" have a parucular personal reason fot choosing death as the mair! theme of
their books? (2) Were there parucular events in the pnvate bves of the
authors yhich determuned whether the authers wrote about the death of an
?ﬂm relanve sbhng. fnend, or pet?(3) Will voung childrep understand

author's presentation of death? Will this understanding be affected by
the child’s direct expenence with death? . .

Procedures A quesionnaire was sent to the five authors used in this

. study They were asked = hy they chose death as the main theme for a
young child’s book. and why they chose to write about the death of an adult
relative, sibling. fnengd, or pet. .o .

A book by each ol the authors used 1n this study was fead to thirty
chuldren from a third grade of a middle-class. white, urban pubhc school in

the northeast secuon of the United States The ctuldren were performung at ,.

or above grade level. Thé five books yere selected because their themes
¥eal with the death of an adult relanve sibling or pet, or the social and
physical processes which are present when death occurs The children
responded to a questuonnaure after each book was read to the class. There
was a different set of questions for each book read. The questions wered
based on the responses by the authors lo the queshpnnares sent to them
and the content of their books, Responses from each children’s
questionnaire were compared with responses from each author’s
questionpaire. . .

All of the children responded to a general quesnonnaire based on direct
and vicanous expeniences with death. Thus questionnaire was presented
after the reading of al} of the books The answers to this questonnaire were
used to determine whether the chuldren’s direct expenences wath death had,
influenced their responses to the five selected books

Conclusions The findings of the study revealed; (1) The.five authors
used 1n the study expressly stated particular persorf! reasons for choosing
death as the main theme of their boo ey expressly stated that there
were parncular events o their pnvate Nyves whuch determined whether they
wrote about the death of an adult relanve, sibling, fnend.or pet. (2) A
majonty of the children did not understand thespresentanon of death by

two of the five authors used 1 the stidy (3) A majonty of the chidrendid
understand the presentanon of death by two of the five atithors used tn the

study (4) A majonty of the children had parual understanding of the
presentanon of death by one of the five guthors used in the study (5) The
chuldren’s understanding of the five authors’ presentanouns of death was ot
affected by data which showed that al! of the children had a direct -
expenence with death and a great majont of them suffered the loss ofa
close relanve :

An interpretanon of the findings 1n the study led to the followng”
conclusions’ (1) The response to the first and second research quesuons
should be “Affirmanve " (2) The response to the first part of the third
research quesnon should be "Affirmans e” for two of the authors,
"Negatne” for mo of the authors_and nerther "Affirmanve” nor
“Negative™ for one of the authors (3) The response to the second part of
the thurd research question should be “Neganve.”

2 -

SELECTED CRITICISM OF TEN OF THE MOST FREQUENTLA
ANTHOLOGIZED AMERICAN SHORT STORJES L\ STAJE-
ADOPTED TEXTBOOKS USED IN ALABAMA SECONDAR)
SCHOOLS: IMPLICATIONS FOR TEACHING Order No. 8119556
DuNHAM. MARLA HOOPER. ED D Auburn University. 1981 306pp
Director: Alvin D Alley

To determine which short stones appeared most frequemly. the
researcher examined the twenty-four textbooks which contained shor |
ficuon by Amencan wniters from the State-Adopted Textbook List for
grades sgven through twelve prepared by the State Department of
Education 1n Montgomery. Alabama, effecuve from July 1, 1977, through

O 983 Antholopies which were pnmanly or entirely Bnnsh or
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world hterature were excluded From the seventeensiones which appeared
three or more umes. the researcher selected the following ten for inclusion
1n this guide (listed in order of copy nght date) “The Deviland Tem
Walker" (1824). “The Ambinous Guest” (1835), “The Vinster s Black
Veil" (1835). "The Tell-Tale Heéart™ (1843), " An Occurrence at Owl Creek
Bndge” (1891), "Silent Snow, Secret Snow" (1932). "By the Waters of
Babylon” (1937), “The Secret Life of Walter Muttyy (1939), “The Lottenn”
(1948). and "A Summer's Reading™ (1956)

The researcher compiled a summarny of selected cnucism for ezch of
these ten stones The summary was followed by specific wai< the story
could be taught in the English classroom based upon 2 know leage of the
cauaism with suggesuons for pre-vision (before reading the ston ) and post-
vision (after reading the story ) acuy 1es and questions ¢

The researcher concluded on the basis of the results of the textbook
surve) that the Amencan short story 15 a major feature of suate-adopied
textbooks 1n Alabama with many authors and stones being represented
This phenomenon 1s probably widespread since the same ‘extbook senes
are usually adopted in many states Ethnic authors are skll largely ignored
1n these senes The cnucism for all ten stones revealed that generally even
among cnncs. there was no one defimiuve interpretation of any gnen ston
therefore students should be exposed 1o as many vahd interpretauons as
possible The inclusion of quesuons anrpcunnes based upon the cnucism

f 15 une attempt to show the need for and a way 1o integrate scholarship and

10

pedagogy n te Enghish classroom
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AN INVESTIGATION OF THIRQ GRADERS' LISTENING

COMPREHENSION AND APPRECIATION OF HUMOROUS
CHILDREN’S LITERATURE AND THE EFFECTS OF T'-jElR
READING ATTITUDES OrderNo. 8123053
ForemaNn. MaRrY-Lou LEBoeUF.PH D Umversity of Georgra, 1981
253pp Director Bob W Jerrolds

The purposes of this study were (1) to investigate third grade
Yoys' and giris’ appreciation and histening comprehension of selected
categories of humor present in chiidren'’s hierature, (2) to investigate
third graders’ listehing-comprehension of the nonhumorous and
humorous story elements within humorous picture books. and (3) to
investigate the relattonship between third graders’ attitudes toward
reading and their apprectation ratings of humorols picturerbooks and

attitudes toward reading and listening comprehension of humorous
story elements £

The subjects for the study were 67 third grade Students, 36 boys
and 31 girls, from a rural county in northeast Georgia These Students
were from heterogeneous classrooms, and their reading leveis were
average and below average

The matertais used were 36 tape recorded humorous picture
books representative of nine categories of humor exaggeration,
surprise, slapsyck, the absurd, human predicament, rdicule,
defiance, v:djce,and verbal humor Four books were selected for
each of the nine categories, each selection was a book judged to be
an appropriate representation of that category. .. )

The instruments used in this study were the Heathington Primary
Attitude Scale, a measure of attitude toward reading, and a Hl{mor
Appreciation Scale, a researcher-designed measure of the

appreciation of the humor within picture books. A multiple-choice test

consisting of 10 items, five measuring the listeming comprehension of
nonh umorous story elements and five measunng the listening ,
comprehension of humorous story elements, was constructed for
each of the 36 humorous picture books.

Data collection consisted of the following. The third graders’
attitudes toward reading were measured the week of September 22,
1980. Duning the next five weeks, groups of approximately 15 students
atatme listened?%he taperecorded humorous picture books. The
sample of 36 picture books was randomiy assigned to the 1qur classes
of third of third graders so that each class listened to nine picture
books, one from each of the nine categories of humor. qu each R
a Humor Appreciation Scale was completed and the multiple-choice
test was administered with the researcher reading the test aloud to
the students

Resuits ndicated that-the categories of exaggeration, slapstick,
and the absurd were appreciated to ‘mgniﬂcantly greater degree
than the categories of defiance, violence, and surprise. There were no
significant differences between boys' and giris’ apprecmmq ratings
of the nine categories of humor. In analyzing third Graders’ Uistening
comprehension among the categones of humor, the absurd category
was comprehended 1o a significanitly greater degree than the
categories of violencs, siapstick, ridicule, defiance, and verbal humor.
Human predicament and surprise were comprehendad to a

»
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significantly grester degree then the violence and slapstic
categories, Of the nine categoties, violence was comprehended tc:‘ t‘ed
sagnmc’manﬂy il huprm:;c:ry&sigmﬁcaa?uy greater

rd category were com (<}

me than the h?r:oroes story elements in the verbal, deﬁam:"c;.e
ndicule, and violence categories. Humorous story elemem;;: e
surprise category were comprehended significantly better than

slements n the categones of violence, ridicule and
dh:ﬂawng:s The humorous story elements in the violence category were

comprehended to 8 signiﬁcantz lt&r:er g'?;r;le':;:?‘ 'tnhge other eoo)ht
1es in the comparison sul n -
gao:negroe'snson of humorous and nonhumorous storytselemenwe ts, the
resuits indicated that the nonhumorouggtory elemen. e
comprehended to 8 sigmbficantly grgat‘ deg(ee'. [40 signi C
dfferences were found between boys and giris lstenmgﬂ -
comprehenston of the ning categories of humor. No sign '::d
relationships were révealed between appreciation (a't:;\?st d
hsténing comprehension, attitudes toward reading & tste 1 rga ings
comprehension, or atitudes towa‘rd rpading apd appresiation

’
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A COMPARISON OF SELECTED FACTORS IN CHILDREN'S '
REALISTIC FICTION HAVING WAR-RELATED PLOTS ~
PUBLISHED IN ENGLAND AND THE UNITED STATES
DURING WQRED WARS | AND i Order No. 8124569
GARRISON, JEAN W00D, Eo D. Temple University, 1981. 183pp

The chitdren of the United States and England have been exposed

to the realities of two devastating world wars during the first first half
of the twentieth century. Proponents of children's literature dunng
both war periods urged authors to use therr talents to mform children
about wat The purpose of this descriptive survey was to locate all
available books of realistic ficion with war-related plots pubhished by
the United States and England durning World Wars | and !l for children”
of elementary school age and to compare them The aim was to
determine whether proximity to the war zones during both wars
caused England to have a greater quantity of war-related books or

. books with different plots than those published in the United States
duning the same war periods ,

Three hundred tities of children’s books with war-related themes
weré found i England All available books were read, annotated, and
categorized into 12 predetermiped plots which included: (4) Home
Front, (b) Home Front iffether countries, (c) Evacuation, (d) Flying,
(e) Sea Action, {f) Spies, (g) Land Fighting, (h) Animais,

(i) Sabotage, () Girlsin Action, (k) Training, and (1) Miscellaneoys

. or Undetermined. Four hundred twenty-one tities were located in the
United States, most of which were read, annotated, and divided into
the same 12 categories as the English books. Many hundreds of ™~
books were set aside as fantasy or nonfiction perspnail narratives
This was in direct contradiction to theories that no war-related books
o¥ hiction were written for juveniies duning World War | and World War
Ii. An annotated bibliography of books mentioned above 18 appended
tp this study &

A companson was made between the number of books published
in England and the United States Juring each war and between the
numbers of books of fiction with war-related piots published in each
war. The total number of bgoks published and the number of war
books in both countries weite very similar during the First World War
The most starthng discovery was that England published more
jvenile literature during the Second World War than the United
States, but the Unitéd States published a far greater number of war-
related books. it may be conciuded thef proximity to the war zone and
direct threat of invasion did not prompt more books about war during
the periods covered in this study.

The investigation of books listed under the 12 categories revealed
no outstanding difference in the treatment of children, family lite, .

_ military action, or attitudas toward the war in England and the United
States. This might be attributed to the common lanfluage and the
umversality of chilchood. There were more American books about
animals, giris in action, and training for military service. Few of the
books were written for younger elementary school age c hikiren
Senes books domirated book production in both countries during

* World War | and half of the war-related fiction published in England
during World War 1. There sere few quality books published in erther
country and fewer sl prim
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LITERARY CRITICISM: A COURSE DESIGN FOR SENIOR
UNDERGRADUATES Order No. 8116714

GELLENS, VRGINIA ANN MALLOY, DA The Carholic University of S

America, 1981 118pp

We are all aware of the nanonal dechine of imerest 1o hterature as an
instrument of humane educauon One reason for this dechne, perhaps the
pninapal reason, 18 an almost random muluplicauon of approaches 1o the
study of bterature leaving the impression that students of htefature have
no body of methodic knowledge formally consutunng a disciphine of their
own. Examinauon, for example, of a sumber of the most popular college -
anthologies teveals their crincal apparatys to be wathout clear or systematit
{ermunology or theory. In the anthologies, 1erms like “mater," "cohtent,”
"form,” “1dea,” are interchanged at random There 1s no discnmination (or
on]y_wéak, tentative discnimunauion) between poetc and rhetonc: there 1s
bttle understanding of principles of organizanon. The result 1s the

* introducuon of a mulophaity of answers to the simple questons: What 1s it
that the student of bterature studies? What 1s this thing we'call a poem”
How 15 1t different from any other speech made out of language? How s it
ifferent, sa\ from rhetonc? .

My own theory has its ongns in Anstotle, and ] gve an account of that
background. It 1s there too thaf we find the terminology we need. and my
contention 1s that we ought 19 use 1t--not because 1115 classical, but because
1t is clear, systemanc, and, I think wue 10 the nature of tungs.

. The first part of the course design I offer 1n the dissertanon explaing
theoretcal and histoncal backgrounds. We explore Plato's Jon and
Anstotle’s Poerics for answers to the questions: What 1s the role of the
cnuc? and How does he perform his funconon? We look at the history of
bterary cnucism from Anstotle 1o the present through M H Abrams The,
Mirror and the Lamp He offers a comprehensive formula for classifying the
muluopheaty of theones. to

The second part of the course introduces the students’to hterary
analysis—-rhetoncal and poetic. My object 1s to provide methodology and to
show the disuncuon between rhetonc and poenc Because te: ology 152
1ool, I lay this in first Next we do a rhetoncal analysis of Hamler (which can
also be anal zed as poetry ) because it 1llustrates so many rhetoncal
strategies and s much of the termuinology needed for analyses Then we do
a poenc analisis.of a sonnet by Hopkins. |

The third pan of the course inviies the students td consider that a

sknowledge of Anistotle s Ethics, Polies Metaphysics, Rhetoric and Poetics
prevides guidelines for answenng the questions: What s the place of
bterary studies 1o the whole hberal ans college curnculum? What 1s the
nature of a coherent bterary curncutum? What 1s the value of bierary
studies? .

Through this course the students learn that the role of the critic is to
discriminate among values {w hich can be so easi)y conflated) and to
establish, maintain and perpetuate siandards, a task which involves
extracung theor: from hustory, and then bringing the relevant knowledge 1o
bear upon judgment of a work.
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A CONTENT ANALYSIS OF SELECTED ADOLESCENT NOVELS'

DEALING WITH DIVORCE, SEPARATION, AND DESERTION
PUBLISHED BETWEEN JANUARY, 1970 AND MAY, 1979

. vy Order No. 8113961
Grrroro, RicuarD WL, Ep.D. University of Colorado at Bould
1980. 15lpp. Director: Associte Professor Ruth Cline '

_As the United States divarce rate co tly rises, more and more
children are invelved in broken famili One of the importagt needs of
these children i to read about others in a sumilar situation. Nearly 150 *
ad%s;:;% novels dealing with divorce, separation, snd desertion appeared,
mthe 's. - -~ -

The Purpode. The purpose of thys study was to determine how selected
adolescent novels depict families undergoing a marital breakup and
comparing this'depiction with psychological and sociological studies 4o
qaammetheextentofoonmmnce.Aumuleamu.eduamrs.md
librarians can be better informed about the kinds of information presented
in the novels.

hbcaqwunemplefmthismdymdofnaddmtnwek
duhggwnhdivace.sepanﬁon.adwﬁonpubﬁshedbetmlmuary.
1570 and May, 1979. Contéat analysis was the technique used for gnalyzing
the noveks. Seven major categories were employed. Each novel was
mthmmhlyrpdmdaﬂwfdmiuwthennjoramuism
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Conclusions Thé following resulis were thown from an analysis of the
daa: (1) The novels deah exchisively with Caucasian families and 82
percent of the families were from the muddle or upper middle socior b
economic classes. This conflicted with actual studies which show that more »
ncidences of divorce occur among blacks than among whites and the
majority of divorces occur in the lower socio-economic classes. (2) Twenty-
seven of the novels dealt with divorce, whege in reality ion and .
desertion account for fiedrly forty percent of allgingle parents. (3) Of the
children depicted in the novels, outnumbered boys 31 to 17. The
average number of children in the fictional families was 1 66'as compared
Io 108 per actual divorce decree. The average age of the fictional children
was 13.04 whereas the greatest humber of children affected by divorce and
separation are 1n the S to e1ght year old range. (4) The most common
reasons for-divorce or separation presented in the govels were :
unfathfulness, alcoholism, & desire for a new Life style o fohfreedom,
constant fighting and arguing and a conflict between marriage and a career.
(5) In 85.5 percent of the novels the mother gained custody of the children
companng favorably with the actual figure of approxumately mnety percent.
(6) A companson of the fichonal children’s new life style showed
agreement with actual studhes in the following arpas: many children were
forced to relocate after their parents separated asd the children usually »
reacted negatively to the relocation, chuldren viewed their parests dating
unfavorably, chuldren’s relanonships with stepparents and stepsiblings were
posinve in a majonity of the instances, ahd interpersonal relanonships with
both parents usually detenordted afteg the separauon. Disagreement With
actual studies occurred whert only six fictional children faced a lower
standard of living and only six mothers returned to work, where in reality a
majonty ildren expenence a lower standard of Living and a majonty of
angle-parent mothers began working. (7) Reactions 1o their parentsy,
.separation which were descnbed 1o at least three separate instances’
ncluded the child blaming tumself for the separanon, the child having a
desire 10 run away, and the chuld havThg fits of crving Several umqoe —
individual psychological and physiaal reacuons were noted.

.
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SPORTS AND LITERATURE: A RATIOMLE AND GUIDEFOR
THE USE OF AMERICAN SPORTS LITERATURE IN THE
TEACHING OF A COLLEGE UNDERGRADUATE GENERAL
EDLCATION COURSE IN FICTION Order o. 8116479

Givier, Mk A . Pu D Unnersiyof Marylard, 1980° 137pp
Supenisor Dr John C Carr

Sport has become a firmly established and sigmificant part of ey erday
bfe in contergporany Amencan socety The proof s every where evident
the large investnents of ume. energy and-money the burgeoning growth
bf pariaipanon and spectatorship, the proliferation of sport publicatons,
sport literature and sport themes in tugh, ouddle, and mass culture Sport
has become an acuwity with1ts own )argon. 1< 0w n eCONOMIC empire 1§
own commumeanons media, 1ts own body of law (e g . the unijue ant-trust
wtatus of professional baseball) ang 1ts oml values sport has emerged
in present-day Amenca as a social insutution of tre ous scope and
infuence. an insutunon that fog good orJll directly or indirect)y affects the
bves of all of us <. ¢ Ny

With this acknow Iedgemen{ of the ubiquifous cHaracter of sportsin
American culture, this Invesugauon undenakes the following:

Rurpose and Methodology The purpose, of ths thssertation 1s to
estabhsh a rauonale and guide for the use of sports literature 1n the
?achmg of a college undergradtate general educapon course in ficuon To

ccomplish this purpose, the body of the dissertation 1 organized 1o a senes
of arguments from “ For example. (I) The argument frorg hisiory:
(1) The Unuted States has a jong culwural history of sports Chapter I brefly
reviews that hustory (2) The United States has an equally long hustory of ’
sports in the arns--poetry, drama, shon story, novel, music and the plastc
ans Chapter Il reviews that hustory (II) The argument from the conrent
and objectives of college undergraduate general educanion courses im-fitugn
Chapter 111 undertakes this argumeni by presenting the results of a survey
opnd]u;M by this invesngator The survey amves at a numberof  °
conglusions penaimng to the content; frequency, and objectives of college
undergradulite general education cours;q n ﬁgtm a II)) The argur:‘e’m ’
Jrom the nature of the college undergraduate srudent A review of the
bterature exarungs the college undergraduate students’ reachng tastes, -
reading preferences, reading needs, and reading choices Chapter [V
presents these findungs. (IV) The argument from{axample This sectnon of
Jhe dissertanon analy z¢s four current sports novdls to demonstrate how
they lepd-themsehs 1o the teaching of a college undergraduate general
edygation course n ficuon To thus end, Chapter V offers ex plications of a

s,
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THE POETRY PREFERENCES OF F

.

. compared to the

.

[1972)). and a baseball nos el (Roben Coover's The Universal Baseball
Associarion [1968}) . .
Chapter VI presents a concluding summary and suggeshons for further
study Sports hystory, sports in the ants, and espeaially spors 1o hterature
exast as largely untapped sources of material for the college hterature
teacher In thus respect, the bterature teacher lags behund hps colleagues in
sociology, ps: chology, and the other social sciences 1t 1s the pnmary
purpose of thus study to make known to the teacher of college
undergraduates 1n teratuge the wealth of that matenal and 10 esuabhsh 1ts
nch vanen and its “respectabihiny " as a body of work suitable for inclusion
1n college Literature courses s
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OQRTH AND FIFTH
GRADE STUDENTS IN A SUBURBAN®SCHOOL SETT[\'G;@\'
1980 ' Order No. 8112331

INGHAM, ROSEMARY OLIPHANT, Ep D Universyzy of Houston, 1980 134pp *

The purpose of the study was to obtain data relating 10 intermediate
children's poetry preferences in 1980 Theseven specific hypotheses that
were used wn this study were related i part 1o the findings of the 1972 study
of upper elementary students’ poetry preferences done by Ann Terry This
study was done on a local level while the Terry studv. done natidnally
The seven hypotheses were* (1) There will be a difference {n the
preference for speafic types of posyry (imenck, lync, narraove, and verse)
of students in the 1980 study and the students in the 1972 Terny_study
(2) There will bt a difference between the 1972 and 1980 sample groups
regarding selecuon of the best hiked indsvidual poems (3) There willbea
difference between the 1972 and 1980 semple groups regarding sejéuon of
the twenty-five best hked poems (4) There will be no difference between
the 1972 and 1980 sample groups regarding reasons given for hking the
poems they chose as GREAT! or It's Good. (5) The 1980 sample group
will have a higher preference for poems pubhished since 1972 (6) 1n the
1980 sample the students who have teachers that read poetry to them will
have a sigmficantly igher positive sesponse to the poemsthat they hear *
(7) There will be a significant thfference between the posiuve resporises of
the students whq said they hiked to have poems read to them when
tve responses of the students who said that they did
not hike to have poems read to them The swdents who said that they hked
10 have poems read to them will have a sigmficantly higher posiove
response to the poems '

The data used to test these seven hypotheses was obtained by two
separate instruments: A Téacher Quesuonnaire and Student Poetry
Preference Booklets The subjects were one hundred and sixty-four
students 1n eleven foyrth and fifth grade classrooms The students listened
1o 112 poems over a penod of ten days from cassette tapes The students
recorde Ir preferences for each poem 1n the appropnate poetry

nce bookiet. The booklets contained a page for each poem witha'
five point scale from IT'S GREAT' o IT'S BAD' A freunnC_V count of the
Stabsncal Package of the Social Saences (SPSS) was computed to obtain -

~ e mean score {or each poem Thesg mean scores wete used 1n tesung the

-«

" there was no significant difference betw een the posiave. responses of

first five hypotheses An analysis of vanance of the mean scores was

" computed in order to test hypotheses six and seven Hypotheses 1, 2,3, 4,

and 5 were supported while hypotheses 6 and 7 were rejected

Children have consistently preferréd humorous, na'rr?me poems over
the other types Rhyme and famihar content are two traits of poetry that
appeal to children There appears 10 be a marked favontsm for
contemporary poems when compared to the traditonal poems In this
study there was no.significant differerfte between posinve responses of
children who were 1n classrooms whege the teachers read poetry when
compared with children 1n classrooms where poems were not read Also,
childrerf who sa:d they hiked poetry at the start of the st

udy when compared
with children who said they digln't Like poetry . -t

5

CREATIVITY TRAINING'S EF;’ECT ON POETRY WRITING
‘OrderNo. 8124912

JACKSON, WALTON SEYMOUR, Ja , PH.D Northwestern University, 1981. -
124pp ! /7

Problem This dissertation investigates the use of een questions
and physical interpretation witQ,a traditional curricalum topic of
reading and writing poetry as a method of enhancing the creatrvity of
students as evidenced in their written work.

* Method Fifty-three fourth and fifth grade children were randomly
assigned to two treatment groups. Group One received thirty minutes
of open questioning about poetry and thirty minutes of training in

.

boxing novel (Leonard Gardner's Far City {1969)), a basketball novel (John i
, r X . . writing poetry for one hour weekly for thirty weeks. Group Two
E l{llcke s Rabbit, Run (1960)). a football novel (Don Del.xllo}s End Zone received twenty minutes of open quostionnoyng on pootry?:ne:ty
L \ i . s '( .
‘ s 1 2 . P ) .
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minutes of physical interp/etation of poetry, and twenty mnutes of

* trpining in poetry writing for one hour each week for thirty weeks,
Children in both groups had pretests ahd posttests consisting of the
Torrance Tests of Creative Thipking, vVerbal and of an instrument

‘ Aesigned for this study, the Poetry Wriling Test {Jackson, 1981)

" Fluency, flexibility, onginairty, and elaboration scores in creativity and
poetry whting wérefinalyzed using t-tests and Pearson product-
mérrent correlatiops. ..

Results Chidren inGroup One made significant improvements in
thesr postiest creativity scores on the Torrance Tests of Creative
Thinking, Verbal, in flexibiity, onginahty, and elaboration Children in '
Group Two had significant improvements in their posttest creativity

» Scoreyin fluency and onginality’ When the gain scorgs:of the two

-groups geere compared, it was found that Group One’s gains in

. _ elaboratio e significantly higher.than Group.Two's gains.

- dsen 1n both Group One and Group Two had significant
imprdvementsh thewr posttest Poetry Writing Test in all four creativity
components, fluency, flexibility, oniginaity, and elaboration. When the
gain'scores of the two groups.weré cg_mpared for the Poetry Writing

" Test, it was found that Group Two’s gaing were significantly higher in
fluency, fiexibihty, agd onginahty than were Group One's gains

The poSttest scores for both treatment groups indicated a
‘signihicant correlation between posttest creativity scores and posttest
poetry writing scores (fluency, 43,p = < 0%; flexibility, 25, p = < .05,
onginality, 33; p = < 01, and,elaboration, 22,p = < 05).

' Conclusfons and Limitatipns . e creativity training program
. using the reading and writing of ‘poetry appeared to be suctessful in

creatidy sigriificant smprgvements 1a students’ cieativity scores, '
however a number af imitations to the study moddy the stréngth of
these conclusions Students in Groyp One, who.had tralning in
creatity thrgggh open questioring and poetry wnting, made  *
sngnmcanements in theyr creativity fiexibility, origia@inty, and
elaboratiof’as measured by the Torrance Tests of Creative Thinking,
verbal/ The children in Group Twd, who also had opportunities to

* “. physically interpret the poetry. made significant improyements in their

creativity onganaiity . )

In she Poetry Writing' Test thg students in both groups made
significant improvements in all four creatlvity components of ther
poetry Group Two made significant gains over students in Group One
in peetry fluency, flexibility, and originality -it was suggested that

- because children in Group One-had a longer dmount of ime to write
each week, theit poems were more elaborate “Nhep they wrote
efaborate poemqgs In the posttest, they wrote fewer poems than
students in Cip Two and, therefore, had lower scores in fluency

. and the relatd€ components of flextbility and onginality

WHile the stidents made sigmificant improvements in ali the 4

"~ creativity components of their poetry writing, this improvement was

due Jo the fact that they were abie to write more poems in the posttest

-than in the pretest because of their new famihiarity with the forms in
/%mc\h‘\poems could be‘wntten The quaiitative improvement in the
chudrem‘s-poetry, however, was not as great as the quantitative -

* improvement .

B 4 Limitatipns to the study were cQgsidered’'by the researcher and

possible ways of overcommg'tpes%tlons;n future research were

- § suggested . . :

Lol §
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AN ANALYSIS OF REVIEWS OF BOOKS OF FICTION FOR
CHILDREN AND ADOLESCENTS PUBLISHED IN MAJOR
SELECTION AIDS [N THE UNITED STATES IN 1979

-9 Order N6. 8113978

KEBMER, PrvLus KAy, Ep D Unwversity of Colorado ar Boulder, 1980
156pp Durector: Professor Virgimla Westerberg -

School and public libranes provide the market for 85 percent of the
approxumnately 2,500 books published annually for childven and

they must depend on selecton aids for making purchasing decisions.
The purpase of this study was to determune the revigw pohcies, the
format, and the types and length of reviews of fichon books in the six major
. selecuon ads for ehildren's and adojescent literature.
The editondpolicies gnd format for Booklist, the Bulletin of the Center
-for Children's Books, The Horn Book Magazire, Kirkus R eviews, Publishers
Weekly, and School Library Journa! were determuned through - ’
commumcations with the editors'and examinanon of the penodicals ~
An instrument was developed to evaluate reviews of books of ficuon
according 1o the sumber of descriptive, analytical, and sociological riems
« Assessients of the reviewers’ attitudes toward the books from very positive
Q ¥ fegatve and the sumber.of words were also noted. These five -
F Mc‘.dent variables were compared in three phases.
T ’ oo
- . .

adolescents.dince hibranans rarely hase access to recenty published books,

-«

1 3
]

For Phase I reviews of titles common o all six selecbon gids pubhshed -
10 1979 wre identified and a random sample af ten titles was selected for
sdy. Booklist and The Horn Book Magazine were excluded from-Phase 11,
due to their pohicies of generally recommending books revéiwdd which | -
could have biased the results for the other four selection aids, and &
different sample of ten utles common to those penodicals was selected. For
Phase 11 a random sample of twenty reviews Was seletted from each of the
six selection aids. . s L

Significant differences were found for all five of the dependent
variables. Reviews in'the Bulletyn of the Center for Children's Books had the -
greatest mumber of deseniptive items in all three phases. Bogk?m. The Hom.
Book Magazme, and the Bullerin of the Center for Children's Bookshad
sgnificantly more anatyncal items in Phase 11 than the othes periodicals,
although no signtficant differences were found for this variable in Phases! | _
andII 'Reviows 1n School Library Joyrnal were the most hkely to mention '<—
non-huéfary or socologicalespects of books n Phases I and II, but no
significant difference was fdund for this vanable in Phase IIl"Rmm m
Publishers Weekly cansistently exhibited the most positive attitudes
towards books reviewed Kirkus R eviews had more negative eomments
about books reviewed in Phases 11 and I1I than the other penodicals. The
Horn Book Magazme was found o have the l6ngest reviews and Publishery™

Weekiyhad the shortest _ »
Librarians referring to ths study can make deasionsal which -
selection aids (0 use based on ther needs #ad preferences witha knowledge

of how each selection aid 1s most likely to meet them.™

The Classficanon of Book Reviews¥prm developed for this study
proved1o be a ¥iseful wstrument for ev:&a;mg reviews of ficbon books. It.
1 recommended that this form, or an a non ofxtg.beusedm further
research concerning reviews ! -
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THE ETHICAL DIMENSION: DEVELOPING MORAL
AW ARENESS N HIGH SCHOOL LITERATURE CLASSES
"OrderNo.8117746

Lecow, Ruth G .Ep D Farrleigh Dickinson University, 1981 470pp.
Chairperson Dr Charles R. Kellgy b

“® This study demonstrates how hiterature may be'used to heighten
the ethical awareness of high school students ~

- The perspective employed views moral education in cognitive .

terms Senior high schdol students need both to discovejthe values
of th rid in which they live and to inspect ethical es+n general
Teachers are frequently urged to discuss ethical 1ssues with their
students but receive little help 1n achieving these goais in high school
iiterature ciasses (Disagreement about what 1s meant by ethical
education further comphcates the matter ) Tins study offers one
method for heightening the ethical awareness of students without
indoctrinating. without undermining other possible ways of studying
hterature, and without glorifying the students’ self-absorption with
their own views .

Two tactors limit the contemporary school's ability both to handle
terature in it# appropriate terms and to exercise its responsibility for
heightening ethical awareness First, the tendency.to brfurcat® human
hfe into realms of thought and feeling and to reduce al “non-
empirical” educational goals and tasks to psychological terms which
are sometimes narrowly defined as emotional, second, the tendency
to reduce the school's cognitive developmental function to private
‘learning” theory The problem is to deveiop a mgthodology which s
both cognitive and helps students to reach beyond themseives and
their first emotional responses. -

Three specific instructionai objectives follow (1) introduction of
the studentto the continuous ethical dialogue central to the western
educational tradition, (2) development of the ability to recognize
situations which cal! for ethical analysis without reducing them to
what one would like to do, (3) development of the ability to inquire
nto.and reason about, such situatiofs and the 1ssues they rase.

The study explores how literature, more consciously pursued inits ~
legitimately ethical terms and without aband oning.its important role as
iterary art, can enable the school to recover its approprnate
responsibility for making possible the student’s ethical development
"Ethical development™ in this sense means enlarging the students’
conception of the ethical universe in which they dwell and stimulating
discipined inquiry into the ethical tradition This study showsrhow this
ethical development can be achieved in the high school through a
systematic study and discusston of both literature in general and the
specific litersture of ethical analysis -

The first chapters discuss the purpose and plan of the study and
present an historigal perspective of moral education in the American
public school since 1900. Chapter lil reviews the fiterature about
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, moral edutation and evalustes various spproachestomoral | ”

.. education. Chapter IV presents a study of Martin Buber, explaining
the comext in which the approach to moral education proceeds. This

- contgxt s ent with John Dewey's and Jean Paul Sartre's view
of the student as gubject and Jean Piaget' that development is -
going out from oneself and meeting the of others. Chapter V

; Provides specific pedagogical strategies employed in teaching ethics
m the English claasroom. No * ple” lesson plans ére offered for
there is flo pat formula for teaching. The point is to show How the

~ teacher can construct appropnaté methods. * LA

Chapter Vi gives exampies for introducing ethics in English
-classes and includes responses of students. Chapter Vil provides
suggestons for presenting ethical ssues in works of lijerature
Specific examples from modern literature are Bhown in cbnjunction
-with student responses on essay tests and in papers (Chapters Vi and .

Vil also include matenal a teacher may use to develop a method for
use with any work of kterature.) Chapter Vill Summarizes the study
and indicates some educational implications. The Appendix -
reproduces seiected student papers which provide more exampiés of
the kunds of questions students raise s

L4 »
WOMEN ON WOMEN: THE BLACK WOMAN WRITER OF
THE HARLEM RENAISSANCE Order No. 8113639
McDowrLL, Desorad EDITH, PH.D. Purdue University, 1979. 222pp.
. Major Professor: Allen Hayman

. This study is a feminist reading of the novels of Jessie Fauset, Nella

. Larsen, and Zora Neal¢ Hurston that focuses on a singularly important,
often overlooked, strain 1n their icnon--thewr s#idied preoccupation with -
the myriad shadings of womanhood. The study inclines heavily toward a,
discussidn of female chiracter, especally the psychology of the black
female, Each writer began her career aware of the predominant images or
stereotypes of the black woman 2s sensual, pnrmitve siren, on the vne hafd,
and as the “mammy.” the larger-than-hfe matyiarch on the other. Each
wrote in conscious opposition to these stereotypes, attempting to create
new, more complete images of women that would represent alternatives to
these mdiu'ouz? images. What they attempted was not umformly )
commensurate with what they achieved. however, for social atritudes about
women's roles, as well as artistic censorship by cnitics and publishers,
exerted pressure oh the wniters that often resuited 1n theis reueat tomore
cqoventonal sutements about womanhood.

3 The,study s dsvided 1nto six chapters The first chapter providesa
general background of the factors that influenced these wnters’ reaument
of the woman questhon. For example, aspects of their bves'clearly influence
their central ficuonal concerns Each led a Life that depanedmh fron:’ -
cons entional expectations of women. N eamother and none
seemed (o place a fugh premuum on m aPptudes about women
refiected 1o certain “linle magazines™ of the Harlem Renaissance penod
additonally infuence these womed's ue&em of the female. R

- The second chapter analyzes the Harlem Renaissance, its deveiopment |

and character ht outhnes the coptroversy over the nsture and funcionof
biack Iiawuwhcdmhudmewm'swmmdpgt_nps
initiated its dech ; '

The third chapter exsmnes Fauset's treatment of the black female
character and demonstrates that her wribngs in The Crasis magazine—essays
and shon stories—as well as her foreign lecture tours are ahike consistent
wath her nt concerns. .

The fourth chapter ines Nelfla Larsen’s portrayal of the female
character, s portrayal demonstrating that her knowledge of female <
psychology is more sophisticated than Fauset's, hér charactenzation, !

suonger, more complex. Larsen openly indicts the three institutions which
have most effectively impeded female dev and autonomy—
education, marriage, and religion—and sstirizes her characters whe
tapitulste 1o these institutions.

“The fifth chaprer ciscusses Zora Neale Hurston, who surpasses both
Fauset and Larsen in chattering those traditions, institutions, and value
mmmwwpmedwmmdmmfmm
developing into full, independent beings. Moreover, Hurston's works, more
darlydnndtha?m’smlum‘xmdthemhnofh
woman question to embrace more universal and humanistic concerns.

The last chapter summarizes the major points of the study and briefly |
il discusses its implicstions. Additionally, the chapter attempts to establish
Fsusst, Larsen, and Hurstop 8s pioneers in the of a black
mmﬁrymmgmmm rary black
women povehsts whese ficti preoccyupation is also the-sensitive
-iymdumdmm d
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OF RESPONDING

IMAGINATIVE READING: THE
TO LITERATURE Order No. 8113544

O'BamEx, Baxnans . PUD. Columbia Universiry, J981. 263pp

The dynamit nature of literary response is assumed by researchers and
!heonstsoﬂiww\mponse.butﬁnlcisknowannhwmdmamny
formulate their responses to specifi¢ works. Studies have been gonducted to
identify sources of difficulty in responding, to determine how age,
education, and teaching styles infiuence readers’ responses, and to analyze
the content of statsments readers make about literary works in essays, orally
10 2 researcher, add in classroom discussion. Littlé work has been done,
however, to stydy the formanon of readers’ responses as they are reading.
To describe and analyze spontaneous literary responses, six high school
Jjuniors were asked to verbahze everything they thought and felt as they -

.+ were reading four short stories. Three dimensions of response were found

to be important in the readers’ #bility-to imaginatively engage with the
stories: the nature of their receptivity and involvement, their attention to
the language of the téxt, and the function of their literary associations.

Pawnsofrsponsewmwnsislmforthemdus.ahhou@mecm}atqf

M{spmsscbme@smeymdmediﬁemtmﬁ&mthemdm
combined their muuitions and analyses as they responded, but most readers

were either primarily intuitive or analytical Intuitive readers engaged easily

with the works but rately develdped their responses or discussed
interpretive meanings. Analytical readers tended to be distant from the _
works, but they discussed their responses and the implications of the facts
of the story at leogth. Some readers came to immechate conclusions that
\?qmedtonhdzxgastheyr&d; others concluded very little until the end
~0f the story. The tentative readers, whether primarily intuitive or analytical,
entertained more and more complex meamngs as they responded. These
observétions indicate that readers need gwidance in the formation of their

responses so that therr emphass is shifted from discovenng the meaning of .

the work to their participation in the consutictnon of meamung Further
work needs 10 be done pn the ways hterary texts guide and structure
Tesponse, and the ways readers expenence literary meaning.

THE FUNDAMENTAL ASSUMPTIONS OF THE CRITICAL

" "RESPONSE TO hiTERATURE: AN ANALYSIS

. . OrderNo.8123687

Owens. LYELLGaRY, PH.D  Purdue Universnty, 1981. 280pp Major
Professor V L Lokke . ‘

_It1s the main concern of this thesis to provide a cntical
examination of several unsatistactory underlying assumptions thav
have been an integral part of the foundation of iterary criticism in the
Twentieth century Since the overwheiming preponderancy of critical
ounts of Iiterature since the time of Wordsworth have been
ionistic in nature, such topics as explanations of how an
imparts an emotive quality into a literary work, how & reader 18
1o recover those charactenstics that have been expressed 1n
Eerdture as he or she expeg it, and prescriptions as to how one
~ shouid use the m revoives around exprassionist

thought to evaluate literature have received considerable if discursive

attention. Within the scopé of these discussions, one prominent focus
becomes apparent. that either wittingly or otherwise, critics have
subscribed to a singular interpretation of the nature of expression,
and congruently, that literary theonsts have not been able to dispose
of a highly.unsatisfactory underlying emotive theory. It is an
examination of this theory, and the many attempts to both support and
discradit it, that comprise the central thrust of this work.

Chapter One 1s intended 1o provide a general framework in which
the central analysis can be understood; it develops a perspective of
the philosophy of literature and acknowledges John Casey as having
supplied the initial impetus. it explans the apparent dualism of .
inteliect and emotion and, most importantly, provides a scheme of the '
several kinds of thought patterns that are generated through logical

‘ analogies, ang the probiems that occasionally develop during
attempts at transference of certain analogical models. .

The hext chapter offers e-treatment of the-method of analysis that
is utilized in succesding chapters, argues for its viability in application
to the philasophy of literature, and to problems concerning the
emotive responses to expression jn particular. Aithough it borrows
heavily from Witigensteinian ordinary langusge analysis, and utilizes
the concepts of language-games and stresses the importance of
context in determining meaning, it is not exegetically bound to the
theories of any particular philosopher.

The essentipl argument of the foliowing chapter is to reject the
notion that an is identical to & teeling and consequently that
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emotional qualihes‘un be transferred. either cognitively, causally, or
_ wmaginatively, from a literary work 1o any other point
ChapterFour considers the thes:s that the iterary work may
tontain a meaningtul object that s somehow distinct from the textual
object, and the ensuing suggestion that this 1s the literary emotive
element that reaches the reader's consCiousness ltentertainsthe
postilated objects of Platonic essences, the uttered sound, the reader
experience, authorial experience, and perspectivist norms, as well as
others All of these versions of the meaningful object are rejected, as
s the identity of the literary work with the reader’s mental expenence
due+o, among other objections, a complete lack of coherent
verifrability
The fitth chapter examines-the principal underlying assumptions
that are largely responsible for the confusions that manifest
themselves i the preceeding chapters The psychological contention
“that external stmuli and physioiogical sensations compose emotional
reactions is discredited as it relates to the philosophy of itergture, -
partly due tothe distinction established between the reasonabity of
emotional states versus the causality of sensations t't ts asserted that
the confusion between the descnptive and explanatory functions of
langggge 1s aiso responsible for this egpneous turr'w towards this
. par’nar type of psychologidm - i
inally, the concluding chapter offers objections to the claims of
several propoments of thEYiscredited theory of emotion that the
method of inguistic analysis utilized in this work 1S actually a linguistic
form of the same discredited theory

A

THE REL‘ATIVE IMPORTANCE OF FOUR NARRATIVE )
FACTORS IN- THE READING INTERESTS OF MALE AN

FEMALE ADOLESCENTS WN GRADES SEVEN THROUGH. NINE
Order No 8123348

PeaRCE, w»m)h THOMAS. Pu D The University of fowa, 1981 234pp

, Supervisor Professor G Robert Carisen

The ob;et%f thas study was the re| ative importance of four
narrative factors in the reading interasts 6 adolescent maies and®
adolescent females in grades seven through nine The factors
considered were the protagornst. the setting, the narration (the
manner in which the story i1s toid). and the portrayal of events (the
reainstng-ndealnst:c overtones of the story) To determine the existence
of such relationships and to tetermine the relative strength of such
relationships. the factors were Yaated as dichotomous mutually
exclusive variables The variables were included in 32 fictitious
synopses which were rated for interest by 202 males and 187 temales
in grades seven through mne The interest ratigs tor each Synopsis
were computed on a five point scale from 1 (very interested) to 5 (very
unmterestec_!) These scores were analyzed with a point biserial
correlation technique to determine contributions of individual tactors
to mean interest for eight groups et readers by age and by sex A
multiple correlation technique was used to determine which factors in
combination would effectively predict the interest value tor male and
female readers Further, multipie regression analysis determined
which factdrs in combenation would predict differential interest
between male and female readers (1) The sex of the protagornist was
the one factor which dominated interest relationships for males and -
fema}es For,males, the sex of the protagonst was the most mfluemel
factor in relation to total interest -The strength of the influence of %
protagonist was less far girls There were no discernabie trends for
increased or decreased appeal in the results for the'factor of |
protagonist over the three grades for either males or females

1

* (2) Setting exerted a weak infiuence on the reading interests of males

and femaies While there appeared to be a tendency in some groups
for setting to be an influential factor, it never achieved statigtical
significance (3) Narration showed 8 positive correlation with the
reading interests of males An action-expheit type narration was more
favored by boys than the implict introspective narration deemed
fermnine The indication from the data is that where narration was

. concerned, the girls responded without preference (4) Portrayal of

events exerted littie yndividual influence on the reading interests of
males or femaies. There was a shght tendency for the correiation to
be higher with females’ iriterests than with males. but none were
statistically significant (5) When the four factors were considered in-
concord. it 1s possibie to ascertain a degree of predictability of
interest for males and females in a multiple regression computation
using the value codes (0, 1) for the factors in the piot Boys’ reading
interests are more predictable than girls’ For maies in this study, the
falctors of protagonist and narration figure sigrificantly into the

U __ibility of predicting interest For giris, the significant factor was
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protagonist, though the factor was less potent tha
factors of seting and portrayai of eventsiid not con
significantly to interest predictian for males or females
conclusions to be drawn are that boys are more predictabl€ in degree

of interest for a type plot than are girls (6) Nevertheless, the use of

the four factors may be used in predicting the interest differences
between males and female readers This finding contends that sex
difterences in reading interest result from the interaction of the four
factors under study. The results indicated that all four factors were
significantly related to the prediction of male or female interest for the
tweive and thirteen year old groups of males and females All factors
except portrayal of events were significantly related to the

predictability of interest dfferences tor all groups of males and .
females ‘ ’

»

A STUDY OF THE EFFECTIVENESS OF BIBLIQTHERAPY IN
CONJUNCTION WITH ADOLESCENT NOVELS IN ALTERING
ATTITUDES OF STUDENTS IN A BASIC ENGLISH I
CLASSROOM Order No. 8114346

PRUETT. LatRa JEAN MORGAN, Pu D Universiny of South Carolina, 1980
268pp

This study was designed 10 10\ esngate whether the reading of cenain
selected adolescent novels would change the student's view of self, farruly,
and responsibiliy The dependent variable was the ammde change The
independent vanable was the method of teaching The expenmenm} classes
used the adolescent .nos els* the control classes used the regular curriculum. |
These \anables were examuned through the analvss of covanance to |
determune the answer 1o the following questions Do students read{ng g ‘
selected adolescent novels chapge 1n their athtudes toward the family umt, |
10 thewr marurason of self-concept. and 1o their responsibility or deasion |
making more than students pursuing the usual cumnculum” Does the sex of |
the parocipant play a role 1n recepieness o amuide change? Does the
reading level of the stident parncipanng 1o the expenmental group affect
hus 1nchinanon to alter atbtudes’

The sample consisted of 183 students in the eleveath grades in schools
located in South Carolina. Students were assigned by a random compuler
procedure to nine classes, five control and four expenmental classes. All
stodents completed questionnaires compiled from The Family Scale by E
A Rundquist and R. F. Sletto, Accepuance of Self and Others Test by
Emanuel M. Berger, and Amitude Scale for Clencal Workers by Gl ,
Dudycha, standardized tests, at the beginning and the end of the test to
determune 1f 2 change had occurred. Reading performance was m_nsured
by informauon as denved from Comprehenstve Tests of Basic Skills a
standardized test uthzed statewide to ascertain student performance.

R esults of the analvss of covariance failed to support evidence of + -

tude change as a funcnon of reading specific adolescent novels. There
ﬁ 150 no significant change in atntude toward the famuly umt, self-
concept, and responsibility as a result of the sex of the student oras a
function of the teading level of the student )

Further research 1s needed to determune 1f a longitudinal study might
provide insight 1nto the value of bibliotherapy 1n changing attitudes. Also,
studies examuung the possibility of athtude change n earher grades and
utihzing an indrvidualisue approach to bibliotherapy are suggested.

A HISTORICAL AND COMPARATIVE CONTENT AND
LINGUISTIC ANALYSIS OF THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE -
IMAGE OF THE CHICANO IN THE LITERATLRE FROM 1804
1980 AND ITS IMMLICATIONS TO EDUCATION

QOrder No. 8116560

Ri05-C HERMINIO. ED D Unnversity of San Francisco, 1980 541pp
Chairperson  Alma Flor Ada

This study traced and analzed the histonical development of the
paradigms developed 1n the penodical hiterature, ficuon and the social
sciences o explain final causes of the Chicano s empincal reality The
research method 15 best descnibed as a historical-compayative-contingency
content analysis in which the approach and perspecuve of the histonan
were indispensable tools in a studv of developing paradigms over'a penod
of nineteen decades (1804-1980) The comparaue approach dictated the
juxtapositon of ideas, 1mages. and class words expressed in over 1,700
sources examined The contingency analvsis procedure involved 2
disaphined search for the kinds of symbols and centingency elements
repeatedly appeaning 1n associabon with the terms Mexican Mexican
Amengcan and Chicano *

~
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The drachromsc Juxtaposition of ideas, images and conungency elements
revealed that the same basic socar'theones (1 e.. thologcal determinism,
geographical determinism, cultural determinism and economyc class .
etermunism) Were advanced in ficnon. the penodical hiterature and the
social sciences 1o explain final causes of human behavier Furthermore. the
explanauons of Chucano empincal hfe have histoncally been negauve ang
expressed in symbols whose ental value 1s stmular or equivalent. - _

The hustoncal dpcumentanion of (hIs reality through a comparauve- _

>

science studies vis-a- vis the Chicano since 1t establishes a-direct relanonship
between popularly held beliefs expressed in fiction and the penodical

_ huerawre and the paradigms advanced in the social sciences to explain
Chicano empincal reality, As ts study undermines the credability of these .
social scientfic paradigms, which have negauve and stauc. 1t lays the
philgsophical foundauon for a posinve and asseruve paradigm of Chicano
existehce and becomes a possible anatyucal mode! for researchers from ’
other gthmic groups

“

AN EXPLORATORY STUDY OF AGEISM IN CHILDREN'S
UTERATURE Order No. 8123874
RuTHERFORD, WiLMa-MaRie, ED.D Umv;rsity of the Pacitic, 1981
168pp Chairpe Dr. Dewey W Chambers

‘ Purpose. This siiidy collected data from eighty fictional books for
children aged five {0 twelve that were writien in the United States from
1949-1978 The researcher was concerned specifically with A

_{1) discovenng if the older human} were stereotyped in children's
hterature, (2) measunng the judged frequency and intensity of sich
content, and (3) analyzing the data as they apply to children in grades * °
K6 ) .

Procedure Eighty books for children aged five to twelve that were
written in the United States from 1949-1978 were the source of data -
for this study Content analysis was empioyed A coding form
consisting of physical and personality characteristics as weil as
behavioral categones was used as the test instrument This test).
mstrument was examined for its rehability and vahdity To discover d
the older humans were stereotyped in the childten’s literature
selected, an analyses of the data consisting of measunng the i
frequency and intensity of the content was conducted

Findings The aged characters in the seiected eighty for
children were not stereotyped They were depicted as gengrally active
and having a vanety of interests The roles of the aged charaeters as
well as the relationships and patterns of social interaction were
vaned The findings were feit to be indicative ot concern for
understanding the aging as indivnduals experiencing somewhat
different life situatiors and responding accordingly -

Conclusions (1) The instrument designed to measure the aged
content in the eighty selected fictional books was thorough and
adequately determined the presence. frequency, and ntensity of the
behawviors and personal characterstics (2) All of the dentified
personal charactenstics were present in the books either in narrative

" or pictorial form {3) All of the dentified behaviors were present in

some of the books analyzed (4) The personal charactenstics and .

behaviors found m the books were generaily treated by the authors n N

a positive manner (5) The judged intensity of treatmentofthe

behaviors ranged from strongly (rating of 1) treated to not treated

(rating of 4) at il (6) The portrayais of the aged Characters were not
considered by the mvestigator to be'stereotypic. The aged persons
were engaged in diverse roles and activities and led vaned life styles
Recommendations. (1) A Study similar to this should be done to
discover if the aged-are stereotyped in the content of children’s books
for ages other than five to tweive. (2) Studies should be conducted to
discover children’s attitudes towards the aged and the infloence that
reading has had in shaping those attitudes. (3) Sjudies should be

" conducted 10 explors the manner in which attitudes toward the aged

are imerneltzed by children. (4) Studies should be done to discover i
children can or do lsarm afttitudes toward the sged from their reading
-(5) Studies should be conducted 1o compare the portrayals of the
8ged found in various genres of iterature. () ‘A repiication of this
study should be conducted utilizing an adult rater and g child rater.

This invesbgation would grve insight 1o how oné perceives

experiences presented in the iersture.
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§ Sannt, WiLLiam LAutn.Eo.D. Temple University,
' %, 54,7 Introduction. The fogus of th
4 (anungencx content analysis senously undermunes the credibihity of social <.~ Y or 13 sludy was to examine the effects of
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THE DEVELOPMENT AND IMPLEMENTATION OF AN

INTERMEDIATE LEVEL LITERATURE PROGRAM AND ITS

. EFFECT UPON READING ACHIEVEMENT AND ATTITUDE

-«

1@1. 171pp.

K | wide literature program upon reading achievement, the
.number of books read and the attitude toward reading.of fitth and..

the stident body (N = 459) of a Suburban elementary school near
Philadeiphia, Pennsyivania. .

. Mathqu of Study. The treatment within the study centered around
sa hematic literature approach. Eight monthly themes or topics were
“identified to be utiized from October to May Teacher involvement

included the oral reading of books to students on a daily basis for 10

. 10 30 minutes and implementation of a school wide Sustained Siient

Reading penod. '
Studept involvement within the investigation consisted of

) secording of the booke read, completing follow-up activities, and

partiCipating in a library expenence. Students also exchanged

" paperback books via a student book swap and participated n story,

poetry, and drawing contests.
Administrativg involvemnent in the study included the efforts of the
hbranan, the reading teachers, and the principal. These indviduals
i planned. directed, and supported an assortment of iterature program
activities Parenfal awareness was stimulated by a senes of parent -
newsletters about the literature program
s Assessment The Metropolfan Achievement Tests were used to
assess reading achievement in order to gauge the number of books
read, annual Wbrary circulation wag compared with the previous year's
circulation Student attitude toward Peading wasvneasured by the'
Gtg_t;éc)ie Toward Reading Scale. developed by Deck and Barnette.
) ” Findings and Conclusions Student achievement gain in word
Anowledge from fitth grade when compared to sixth'grade gain in

+ word knowiedge was found to be statistically significant beygnd the

* 01level However, this relatonship indicated a negative digéttional
gain in student vocabulary knowledge from fifth to sixth grade Based
upon this findmyg, ymply reading to students and simply allowing them
to read (SSR) does not mean that students will increase their
vocabularies. There may be, in fact, a negative relationship between
tpese variables and achievement.

“* The averagenumber of books taken from the kbrary per student
for the year of the study was greater than the year when there was no
program

Student atitude as measured by the Attitude Toward Reading
Scale“was not found o be mmumammm
Iwerature program.. i

All other correlations proved not to be statstically significant.
However, each of these correlations, although not statistically
significant, might be meaningful and worthy of further study. An
interesting feature of each of these relationships s thata negative
directional gan is present. !

Formative and summative data
evaluations, and parent feedback suggested that the literature |
program was a positive experience. These results are descriptive and
are mot supported by statistical evidence.

Two conclusions of this study supported by strong statistical data

which inchuded survey results, staff

surfaced as the pnmary outcomes of thia investigation. The key study
eletents of oral reading by teachers, SSR, number of books .
and the other hisrature activitisg do not enhance the me word
knowledge of students. grea ber of follow-up a ies
completed by classes, thd more negatve the attitude toward reading
of sixth grade students. .

A commog thread noticed when examining the correlations was
that of the nagative direction of the variabies rélated to the sixth grade
child. Perhaps the seemingly positive literature aspects usualty
recommended Jor the elementary child may not be beneficial to the
upper age slertientary age student, specifically the sixth grade

youngster, Further research needs to be attempted at the upper grade
levels to establish a better u nding of the literature program
elements and the relationship Mummm
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" “sixth grade boys and girls. The population for this investigation was' +.. *
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TRANSFORMATION IN LANGUAGE, LITERATURE, AND emerged imphications for ways in which the home, school, ang other

ACTION OrderNo. 8123290 agencies can best structure{‘envnronments that will afford pleasurable
o o EoD. Co in Uni Teache. expenences with books '
ANZER, DeBoran PoLLack, Ep.D. Columbia University Teachers The pre-school entironment should be one in which the child 1s

College, 1981. 171pp. Spohsdr: Professor Dwayhe Huebner . read to Dy atamily member. ideally, the home should be a storehquse

While insight and its related terms intuition, epiphany, reveiation of readily available reading materials and a place where the child sees
and inspiration 15,8 construct that has been exarmned in philosophy, other family members reading
iterature and theology.and is commonpiace in vernacular : In elementary years these respondents would have preferred a
expressions and thinking, 1t has not been legitimated in education. - wide range of reading matenals and the opportunity to progress at
* The aim of this study 18 to develop formsfor the organization of a their own rates Though competition and prizes were an impetus for
representative body of information about insight across the % reading; quantity should.not take second place to opportuniies to
discipknes, to identify and interpret instances of these forms by share and respond to vanous works The teachet should read aloud
examirung secondary descnptions of Insight, and by interpreting . during this peniod and also that of'secondary school yeggs
selected works of literature in which they occur The purpose of such In secondary English classes the.best atmosphere appears to be
entification and interpretation is to refiect on how these tormg imply one in which there 1s the greatest freedom of individual selection of
new ways of looking at teacher thinking, language and behavior - Inerary works and one In which personal response and shanng of
The categones embrging from an analys:s of cntical and iterary \deas with other class members takes precedence over iengthy,
works fall into three broad types Metaphoric insight, Epiphanic. detarfed study and focus on Iiterary artistry .
insight, and Functidndl insight Ths study proceeds with a critical Actording to these réspondents, sources for books shouid be
discussion of metaphor with particular reggrd to the way a teacher conveniently availabie and housed In a pleasant atmosphere Book
us@ metaphor in the classroom, an anatysis of metaphdrin the poetry clubs, bookmobiles, and hibraries are popular sources Hawever,
of wallace Stevens, an examination of the theological roots and kbranes should have a fnendiy, informal atmosphere and comfortabie
subseguent use of epiphdny In representative hiterary texts, and an pleasant physical design . .
interpretation of the way 1n which a work of fiahon uses Functional b
Insight ‘ , : » !
This work provides an engagement with literature as a way to look , .
at metaphoric language. the experience of transformative moments, ] THE EFFECT OF AUDIOVISUAL PRESENTATION' ON
and the translation of these forms of insight into subsequent action INTEREST IN BOOKS OF PRESCHOOL CHILDREN .
The implications of this analys:s of insight for teacher thinking and -« Order 122232 .
teacher education suggest that the re-engagemént with irterature N' :
grovides aiternatives tc contemporary metaphors of uiity and contro! Stavenas, Rosemarie Dietz, Eo D Northern itiinois Univa®sity, 1881
and that insight can be tmeahng of the transformative potentiai SSpp .
within the dly teaching . © The purpose of this study was to Investigale one aspect ob> .
g audiovisuals in the lives of young chikdren The central question
addressed in this study was How do audiovisuals compare to the

GROWING Wi{TH BOOKS: THE READING storyhour approach in encouraging young children’s interest in
AUTOBIOGRAPHIES OF COLLEGE STUDENTS books® This question was broken down into the following sub-

OrderN0.8123364

-

Al .

questions (1) Does the presentation of a book produced either as a

shdetape program, or a television program, or 1n a story hour, affect

. SHerriLL, CATHERINE ANe, Pu D The University of jows, 1881 102pp the interest of three- and four-year-oid children in total books
Supervisor Professor G Robert Carisen available to them within the research setting, as measured by therr

spontaneously taking books from their shelves and Icoking at them or
requesting that they be read to them” (2) Does the pregentation of a
book produced es a shde-tape program, television program, or ina
story hour. affect the interest of three and four-year-old chiidren in
the specific book produced and presented, as measured by the
criterion given in number " 1" above® (3) Does the presentation of a
book produced as a side-tape program, television program, of in a
story hour, affect the interest of three- and four-year-old chidren in
books other than the specific book produced and presented?

Using an expenmental design; the three treatments, side-tape, » >
television (videotape), and story hour were randomly assigned to
‘three groups of thige; and four-year-oid chikdren enrolled in the Early
Childhood Research Laboratory at Northern lllinots Univérsity,
Department of Turriculum and instruction, College of Education A
fourth group was used as a contro! and received no treatment. Each
group was compnsed of ten children "

A time sampiing checkhst was designed on which was recorded
the children's use of books Book use was divided into three
categones use of the presented book, use of other books, and the
combihed use of total available books ’

Data were gathered for the study over an eight-month period. Datd
were collecied two days per week, 25 minutes per day over a four-

The purpose of thig study has been to examine the collective
memones of Engiish and library science majors as they recalied in
reading autobiographies-their expenences of. growing up with books
For them our cuttural system. despite its shortcomings, has been
successful They perceive themselves as persons who enjoy reading,
who have been and will continue to be Ifelong readers Their
protessional commitments reflect a vaiue for books It was therefore
ftting 1o explore thexr recoilectibns of bdth the negative and positve
expernences in connection with books as a medns of identitying the
conditions probably iskely to jead to a love of reading and to speculate
as to ways the family. school, and other agences can best structure
environments conducive to reading

The sample consisted of 454 reading autgibiographies out of'a
corpus of 1021 written at The University of fowa during the years 1966
1o 1980 for Professor G Robert Carisen's Literature for Adoiescents
course Because of the freedom of response built into the originai
assignment. the best approach to inquiry proved to bea
phenomenological one, of allowing the autobiographies themseives to
dictate the categonas for investigation

Iryapproachmg the texts of the first 100, | marked in the margins
tentdtive categories that portions of the text seemed to dea! with |

f
then typed on index cards various testimontes from the week period for each group For the three expenmental groups, the

autobiographies that fell within a given category From these 9xcérpls i
1denved a sense of what | lentatively percerved to Be a collective ‘ :r::mm intervened between the second and third day of data
the e

ing The study was approved as "not at risk” to the children b
attitude of the respondents about a gwven potestial category | Y
continued trus procedure 1n my reading and marking of the next 220 lew committee for use of huran subjects inresearch

' . The raw data on the checksheets were converted to means of
Sulobiographues and every other one of those numbered 321 to 560 book usage for each group for each day Mean book usage was

Those making up the ""“',""'" of the corpus """‘”"“’:’9' to 10211 computed in three categories, use of tolal books available in the
read through without °°"""""'dm any change in direction in research setting, use of the book used n the thrse treatments, use of
on;-l responss °?m'""I3:‘$' . m books other than the treatment book. THe means of the four groups
he responses the ographies mselves to were compared using an analys:s of vanance Significance of these
groupmg 8round several areas of investigation books as catalysts in analyses was established at the .05 level at minimum Means were

social reiationships, the sources {0r obtaining books, school . co od 1

ey e s el e ot i o S s e
(O vas became major chapters Each chapte? contins excerpts from '

E mcl autobiographies conceming thess sreas ’

L.
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The findirigs of the study indicated there were no significant
" ddferences in the means of tha-sums of the posttests of the three
expenmental groups4+n 8ay of the three categories of book use
(1) totat books available, (2) presented book, or (3) other books
The research findings of this study do not warrant the réjection of
any of the nill hypotheses. The conclusion is there IS no significant
defference in the interest of three- and four-year-old chidren in books
whether or not they are presented with a story hour, television or
shde-tape production No treatment had a significant effect.

-FEMALE SEN-STEREOTYPING IN PRIMARY READDNG
TEXTBOOKS ' Order No 8116344
DNSON, Mamy Lois ED D Pepperdine Unisersity, 1981 250pp

Starement of the Problem This study s as designed to compare female
sex -stereotyping in selected tex:books published by compad:es with and by
companies without published guigfiines by analyzing sones n reading
textbooks regommended for use ¢ California schools in gades one two
and three by the State Depaniment gffducanon

Proledures Three comparies with guidelines-w ere chosen because of
the widespread use of their readung textbooks in California The other tiree
companies « ere chosen because ther responded 1o the researcher s suney,
and did not have guidelines

The textbooks studied w ere random!) selected from the two types of
companies rxnuoned above The stones in these texts w ere analhy zed to
(1) deterrmin® if femnale sex-stereoty ping existed in reading matenals 1o
grades one through three, (2) determine if a majonty of the stones show
one sex 1n a dominant role (3) ascertain the kind of career roles shown for
maleS'and femaies, (4) determine the number of career roles depicted for
maies and females. and (5) detefrmine 1f emales are depicied in tracibonal
or non-traditional roles The Chi Square Test of stausucs was used 1o
determine sigmificant difference

The guidelinesswere analy zed 10 determine the commonaliny among
them. The guidelines-from rwelve companies were reviebed Each ume a
cntenon appeared 1n more than four of the guidgiines. that cntenon was
recorded Afer the recording of the cntenon, a tabulauon was done 10 see
how many times 1t was repeated 1p the guidehines If the cntenon appeared
m nine of the rwelve guidelines, 1t was consnidered W be “common ~

1t was found that guideL.nes had similanty 1n content, yet as a whole

_ ey differed greatly in their form Of the twelve guidelines, two were less
than three pages long and were typed and stapled The remaining e were
pnnted and assembled 25 manuals or monographs according to the z
defimnon used for ths study .

It was hypothesized that there was not gignificant difference in the
frequency of sex-siereotyping 1n pnmary reading tex thooks published by
fompanies with pubhished guidelines as opposed to sumilar textbooks
published by companies without published guidelines

Conclusions The following conclusions are drawnp 1n this study
(1) There was 2 sigmficant difference 1n the sex-representation of males
and females 1o the iliustrauons of the textbooks published bv the two Tvpes
of companies However these was no significant difference 1o the sex-
representanon of the two sexes 1n the prose 1o the same texthooks
(2) There was significant difference 15 the representation of the sexes 11 the
prose and illustranons between the books published by the two types of
compames Males were significantly represented as the dormunant characters

* by both cofnpama (3) There was no sigmificant difference presented
betw een the careers for the sexes for the two rypes of compames 1o the
prose or illustrauons. (4) There was no sigmficant difference 1o the number
of careers depicted for each sex 1n the lustranons or prose between the two
types of compames. (5) Finally, there was one non-tracdiuonal role depicted
for females Thus répresented 01 percent of the ume .
. The results of thus study indicated that the educational publshers
survered were aware of the 1ssue of female sex-siereonping 1n pnimary
reading textbooks as well as other instrucbonal matenals Each publisher *
had at least three cniteria that were common 16 the other publishers
However, sex-stereoryping was given much more extensive treament 1n
some gurdelines than in other guidelines Consequently, publishers varted
mn thewr approach to determuning o7 elirunating female sex-stereotvping.

* 1o both study groups, males were almost always shown 1 the dominant
role The males were usually veny acove, while the females were quiet or °
DOt in an acuve role. Inasmuch as males dominated the stones as main
characters, 1t would seem logical W conclude thit,  hether the publishers
gl]or did not have puidelines o ehmunate sex-stereotyping, they regarded

es and thewr actvines far more important and interéstng to chuldren

} than were femaies and theur actvities.
A
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RESPONSES OF YOUNG CHILDREN AND ADULTS TO B](-)s‘(gs
Order No. 811505
Urmun, Barzara ELOASETH, PR.D. University of Minneso 3 N
183pp. ’ . C.
The purpose of this study was to 1nvestigate the nature of responses
young children and adults who work with children make to books with a
lesson. The study was designed 1o analyze and compare types of responses.
made by children and adults an8l to explore the possibility for developinga
classification system to study responses of young children to books with 3

" d:.i]d.ré\

A total of 116 first grade in six groups and 40 adults responded
to two realistic and two make-believe books wnuen for young'children.
Each story contained a lesson either implied or stated. Children responded
to two mulnple choice questons designed speafically for each book and
three open-ended questions which were the same for each book. Stones
were read (o the children ia a rotating order over a four week ume penod.
Responses were elicited through individual tape-recorded interviews with .
each child The adult population read the four books on an individual basis
in one situng and responded to a written questionnaure for each book.
Multple chorce questons used with adults wage the same as thoge used
with children. Comparabie but not 1dentcal open-ended Questions were
used with both

The findings indicated that both children and adults can identify a
lesson 10 2 story wath adults more Likely to do so than children Children
1dennfied lessons more frequently 1t make-believe stones with personufied
aimals in realisnc stones while adults idennfied iessons with about
equal frequency 1n both rea'istic and make-beheve stones. Children N
responded frequently by retelling incidents from 2 story and had dufficulry
wdentfying literdry elements. Adults idennfied literary elements when
detailing ments of a book but named lessons rather than hterary elements
as a reason for usiog a book. Children did not appear to understand the
meaning of the term “character” or the role of a character within a story. .
Responses W lessons were exther story speaific and copastent withplot.or
were genfrahized 1o lessons which could be apphcable to many books. Both
chuldren and adults made more responses 1o story specific lessons than to
generalized lessons. A greater percentage of adults than children ategd
generdhzed lessons. Responses by chuldren 10 lessons were charactensncally -
short. sucainct, speafic (o story, seldom #idactic, and referred to terms of
second person. Adult reshonses to lesson tended 1o be more verbaland
didacne and o 1ncorporate cliches. . . T

The nature of the responses allowed for development of a classificaton 4o
scheme to analyze responses 1n which chuldrén explained g lesson. The .
scheme was developed with recognition that §9 percent of the children
idennfied a lesson but 41 percent had no knowledge or awareness of &
lesson Classificanion of responses which explained 2 lesson indicated that
while some chuldren responded o a lesson by retelhing an incident or
relating 2 lesson 1n terms of a character wathin a stony, the greatest
propornon stated a lesson 1o terms of the way 1t rejated to a reader
Development of a clasaficatien scheme using responses of young children
must be an og-gowng process with a2 continual review and refinement of
categories to consider charactensucs and Iynitanons of responses and
Categones. - - ,

esporses througholt the study indicate that chidren do not consider
Jessba 10 be unportant in hearmung or reading a story, which suggests that
spegting ame discusaing lessons 1n a book with children is not as inportant
as aquits mght bebese 1t to be. Teaching practces and other uses of books

. With children should focus on literary elements, appeecianon, and
enjoyment of literature. . .
. . { )
A

A STUBY OF CH’NGING CONCEPTIONS OF EQUALITY AND
ACHIEVEMENT REFLECTED IN NEWBERY AWARD. WINNING
BOOKS AND THE RUNNERS-UP DURING THE PERIOD
BETWEEN THE TWO WORLD WARS Order No. 8123185
WatLLace, GwenooLyn, E0.D The University of Tennessee. 1981
226pp Major Professor Chinton B Allison

The purpose of this study was to explore the treatment of the
social values of achievement and equahty in the Newbery Award-
winning children's books and in the runners-up for that award during

the conservative 1820s and the liberal 1830s The conceptual
framework was derived from Seymour Martin Lipset's thess that

. expressions of these vajues are the cement of American-society He

showed that they have been influential throughout Amencan history,




: )

that they are strongly interreisted, and that4hey occur in creative
tension, felfing occasionsdly into confict Finalty he observed that a
conservative political era will tend to emphasize achievement in its
social and ineliectual Kig'while a hiberal one will tend to emphasize
u -
= wwch queshions were designed, first, to explore the
reiaBonshup between the conservatism or liberalism of each pohtical
era and the reiative emphasis on achevement and equality in
prestigious children's books, and, second, to show the developing
conceptions of each value throughout both decades
From this comparative Value analys:s of the content of the books
the tollowing conclusions were drawn' (1) Lipset's observation about
the operation of values according tq the dominant politics in
Amenican Ife holds. The conservatism of the 1920s and the hiberalism
~of the 1820s, expressed as concern with achwevement of equality, s
refiected in them. In both-decades, however. the other side 1s 3150
represented. (2) The retiections of the dominant polihes in the
conservative era Are more clear-cut than in the liberal ore. (3) The
contrastmphasisonmevameswnhmandbementhedeudess
Mumumumymmwomnwwmhout
both (4) The interplay of these values with each other and with their
meheu n the 1920s and 1930s produced a steagy development mn
conceptions of each that moved from narrow traditional views.to
broader.‘more hberal ones (5) The influence of achievément on
equality has a stabiizing one that requires people newly
. accepied for thew intnnsic worth to demonstrate it by external

achievement (6) The infiuence of equality on achievemenfhas been -

a creative one that has expanded its sphere of operaton, showed
more peopie 1o achweve, and stressed cooperatich (7) A second
mnfiuence of equality on achievement has been to reduce achuevement
expectations 10 somewhat less heroic proportions, many .
accomplishments portrayed are attuned to the occupational needs’ot
modem industnalized society for widely ditfused competence as well
as for leadersiup talent (8) The factthat an anti-egaitanan
stereotype s softened or ekiminated In one book, as in one sector of

- socwety. not mean that 1t will necessarily be modified in all later
ones. (9) ardless of changes in definihons of honored ’
achievements or in the background of achievers, the character traits
recommer:g tor achievement do not change (10) The element of
hterary qu in and of itselt has ittie effect on the presence of
absence of the values of equality and achievement (11) The vaives of
achievement and equality are remarkably pervasive

The conclusions indicate that in the penod studied the books

honored by the Amencan Library Association were performing a
useful educatonal function not only as mediators between the child
mmmmnrﬂbdmdnmﬂmmmwm
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A CLASSIFICATION OF SELECTED PARABLES ON THE BASIS
OF THEIR LITERARY CHARACTERISTICS  Order No. 8113624

WILLIAMS, SAMUEL Free, Ju, PaDS. The Southern Baptist Theological
Seminary, 1981 231pp. Chaitman: R Alan Culpepper .

The purpose of the disseftation was to explgre the possibility of
classifying the parables according to objective literary characteristics. The
problem which this purpose
classification had not been developed which objectively grouped the

The firsz chaper introduced the problem by surveying briefly three |
popular methods of parable classification: classification according to form,

maximum objectivity. The scope of the disserjation was circumscribed. in
Keeping with the stated purpose, several literary characteristics would be
appiied o several representative parables in an effort to demonstrate the
possibility of classifying the parables’according to objective literary

The second chapter surveyed and evaljpated six of the most widely
accepted Aassifications of the parables. Th seminal work of Adolf Jiilicher
and the expansion of Hilicher’s classification by Rudolf were
exsmined and found 1o be weak in two aress: they neither dividedithe
parables into distinct cissses nor provided ive clues. The *
cassifications of C. . Dodd and Joachim Jeremias were surveyed. Both
Dodd and Jeremias fell victin to the charge of excessive : their
classifications were based on their ability 10 place the parabies in
original, specific setting within th; message of Jesus. It was cbserved that
*heiv gettings and classifications were upoa their understandings
¢ e exchstological message of Jeses. Daa O. Via, Jr. and John Dominic

addressed was the fact that a system of parable

19 .

1 .
Crdssan were chosen as representatives of classifiers who understand the
panbblqbeﬁwnm\ﬁa'schsiﬁaﬁonmmﬁdwdinmnonly,
clasrfied eight of the longest parables and that it provided no clues to
interpreters. Crossan’s classification wils found to be the most acceptable of
but since it wal a classificati upon his interpretations of the
ibles, it was not helpful in guiding interpreters. In each of the six cases,
the interpreter’s understanding of the nature and function of parahle
detetmined the shape of his classification. “ -

The third chapter esablished a definition of parable. The Old .
Testament background and the New Testament occurrences of parable
were analyzed Metaphor was presented as a model for understanding the
nature and function of parable. Thefi & definition of parable was offered
ang the effect of the definjtion on classification was discussed =~

e fourth chapter defined ix literary cnteria for classification. The
ity of choosing objective cntena was stressed, and the surface -
structure of the parable was isolated as the field in winich objective criteria
might be observed. Six crreria for classificaton were established: nymber

of main charasters, point of view, contrast of types, frustraton of &
expectanon, identifiable hierarchies, and narrator ntervention*

The fifth chapter applied these cnteria to 2 sample of eleven parables.
The result was that the eleen parables clustered into three groups; the
parables withun each cluster were seen 1o be sumular to each other and
divergent from other parables in the sample The isterprenve clues which .
the clusters yielded were discussed and 1t was concluded that clasaficanon ™
according to'hterary charactenstics 1s not only possible. but 1s a iable
option which should be pursued.

-

THE EFFECTS OF THE EXTENSIVE AND THE INTENSIVE
METHODS OF TEACHING THE JUNIOR NOVEL ON EIGHTH
GRADE STUDENTS' ABILITY TO /READ A MORE DIFFICULT

NOVEL Order No. 8114360
YosT, WiLum Lutier, PUD. Unnversity of South Carolina, 1980 287pp

This invesngation was designed 1o Lell whether esther of two gpethods of

teaching the jumor novel would help &y grade stodents read & more
dffcult work, a classic novel The ex ental design used two
expenmental groups—the extensive and the wntensive—and & control group

Three teachers i three middie schools withun & county school system 1
South Carohina, each taught three secbons: an extensive class, an intensive
class, and 2 cootrol class. The 186 students enrolled in the mne classes were
divided as follows: seventy-four in the extensive study, fifty-one in the
intensive study, and sixty-one in the contro! group. !

Before the classroom study was conducted, twenty-five knowledgeable
educators responded W0 & 10 deteroune which Jjumor novels mght
best be used 1o belp read & more difficult work Also, the
respondents were asked 1o identify a ciassic nove! they thought appropriate
for an eighth grade auchence. From this survey of over fifty jumor novels. a

composed of personnel from the schbol distnct involved mn the
study and the present wnter selected Sounder, The Light in the Forest, and
A Wrinkle in Time as the three junior novels to be studied and read in the
extensive and the intensive classes. The\comminee also used this “Survey of
Junior Novels™ to choose The Old Man and the Sea as the more difficult
work that was 10 be read independently by all three groups. .

The intensive classes studied each of the three selected junior novels for
¢ight days in a rwo-week span Ond week then elapsed before the classes
began therr study of the next novel While the intensive were
studying the'books in depth, the extensive classes read the selected
junior novels s well as other jumior povels.

Afier an original objective reading 1est on the three junior novels was
given 1o the two experimental groups, copies of The Old Man and the S
were distributed 10 all three groups for théir independent reading. All three
groups were then given an original objectrve test on their reading of the
more difficult work. .

Two tests were used as pre and postiest controls for the experiment
Forms 3 and 4 of The Nelson Reading Skills Test measured the reading
abilities of the students béfore and after the study and sided in validating
Wooﬁﬁmlm‘ASakmMmAmmde!’mrdedwol
Subject” measured the beginning and ending attitudes of the snidents
toward four school subjects: mathematics, English, science, and history.

Analysis of Form 3 of Xhe Nelson Test revealed that the groups were
naeqwdwmdmg 3 'Allmﬂstiﬂhndyummatfm

; The data supponed the following conclusions: (1) Neither
experimental group was significantly better than the coatrol group whea
the scores oo The Oid Man and the Sea test were compared. (2) Neither the
extensive nor the intensive method proved 10 be & superior method of

’
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teaching the jusier sovel 10 these sighth grade studests. (3) Boath *, . » _ L
expegimental greups improved their reading skills scores significantly more o .
Mdidthemdm.«)hgthqumtﬂmm . ‘ .

* mmmuwo?gpqor&mmimm . v
the coatrol group, indicating Jumor ; . . o . .
i Mmm@'mqum&samdwbm .

(S)WhmeMdmeﬁoupuﬁnmulgahodswmmmm . ,
Do significant difference appeared, but the intensive group ended the study ‘ Ca
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