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order to compile abstracts of dissertations on related topics which thus

become accessible in searches Of,ttle LAIC data base. Ordering information for

the dissertations themselves is included at the end of the bibliography.
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AN 'INVESTIGATION OF THE COMMUNICATIVE COMPETENCE
OF TEENAGE BOYS IN A NORTHERN URBAN WARREN

Order No. 8123608
BAKER, BAILEY BELL, JR , RICD urdue University, 1981 166pp
Mapco Professor 'Ralph Webb

Poor schtiol performance a subsequent failure in the
marketplace among black you have been, in recent years,
attributed to inadequate language skills (or black talk) Therefore, "
various programs have been proffered to enrich the language
behaviors of these youths that es, to teach them standard English
These programs have had minimal success This study, too, was
concerned with the alleged inadequate language slues of black
'youths

The focus of this study was the communicative competence Of a
group of warrenized teenage boys Communicative competence was
defined as those communication abilities necessary to function as a
member of a given speech community Black talk was threfore seen
in terms of cOrnmunicative competence" Tttis allowed.blick talk to be
studied both as communication behavior and as cultural behavior
(Black talk was seen as an instrument of adaptation ) A basic
assumption of this study was that an understanding of black
communicative competence is necessary for assessing specific
language skills

Sixty teenage boys served as particip ants Each participant was
interviewed in one of five communication situations The High -
Potency Background (HPB) situation was designed to elicit samples
of talk in an informal, low-pressure climate Cultural factors provided
the topic in this situation The High Potency Immediate (HPI)
situations were designed to elicit speech samples in a more formal,
high-pressure climate Jobs and school were the primary topics
discussed

The Overlapping Communicatibn Situations (OCS) were also ,

designed to elicit speech samples in a formal, high-pressure climate
However, conflict was added Participants were told (in the cover
story) that they would discuss the relevance of a high school
education to employment opportunities, but were forced to discuss
cUttural issues In both the HPI and OCS situations participants were
interviewed alone others were interviewed in groupi of two or three
A white confederate was used in the OCS situation

Four variables were measured in each situation consonant
sclusters, voiceless interde,ntal fricative /G /, postvocabc /r/, and
third person singular present tense /s/ These variables were
measured in free dao.. curse (spontaneous talking) and reading styles

Four research dbestions were asked (1,) What is the language
behavior of black yoLiths in specific communication situations') (This
question sought whether the situations would have a systematic or
patterned influence on languagebehavior ) (2) By what criteria do
black yoths distinguish among varying.Communication situations')
(3) What are the evaluative reactions of black youths to language
behavior in specific communication situations') and, (4) To what
extent do black youths identrOf particular language behavior as
appropriate for specific communication situations'

, Findings indicated that the five situations had a consistent and
patterned influenceon language, pressure and defy were primary
reasons used for distinguishin0 the situations,participants were able
to evaluate language behavior as appropriate for specific situations,
and, participants did identify Specific variants as appropriate or
inappropriate

These finaings suggested that black youths seem to resist
becoming proficient with standard English further analyses were
made using a cultural framework which posited cultvral onterferente
as the basis for resistance Reasons and recommendjions were
given for surmounting cultural Interference A Model 61 black
communicative competence was also proposed

a

6

THE EFFECTS (;)F SECOND LANGUAGE ACQUISITION UPON
READING ACHIEVEMENT IN GRADES TWO AND FIVE OF
SELECTED ENGLISH SPEAKING STUDENTS

Order No. 8125648
BAuERSFELO, ROBERT IRVINE, Eo D Northern Arizona University, 1981
152pp Adviser David Whorton

This study focused on the impact of bilingual/bicultural education
upon the academic achievement of Anglo-American and other fluent
English speaking students in selected schools in San Diego County in
California A questionnaire was distributed to teachers who taught in
the bilingual program to determine their perceptions regarding the
importance of the Spanish as a second language component In a
bilingual program, as well as the amount of time teachers devoted to
second language instruction A third element of this study was to
compare &re attitudes of Anglo-American and fluent English speaking
students enrolled in biliRgual/twcultural education toward the
Mexican culture as compared to the attitudes of pupult enrolled in
traditional programs The Statistical Package of the Social Science
(SPSS) data analysis program was used to analyze the data The
statistical treatment of the data included frequency distribution, the
mean, standard deviation, and Hest The level of significance was set
at the 05 level

Two hundred and five students were sampled to test the impact
bilingual educatfon upon academic achievement Seventy studen
were selected from bilingual classrooms and 135 from traditional
classrooms Analysis focused oh the differences between the pre-test
and post-test scores

Nineteen bilingual teachers were sampled to determine their
perceptions regarding the amount of time devoted to second
language acquisition They were also asked to rate the quality of their
Program

Three hundred and two students were sampleclfram among
twenty classrooms in order to determine the degree of feelings toward
the Hispanic and Anglo cultures as expressed by students in both
bilingual and traditional classrooms

Research findings indicated that Anglo American students
enrolled in bilingual education did not suffer any loss in reading or
mathematics achievement while having the advantage of learning a
second language The length of time a student was enrolled in
bilingual education appeared to have a positive correlation upon
academic achievemenfand tended to support the bilingual model as a
viable learning alternative Anglo- American and other fluent English
speaking students also appeared to have the more positive attitude
towardthe Mexican-culture as compared to students enrolled in
traditio programs Attitudinal outcomes may be one of the most
irn ant factors when considering bilingual/bicultural education as
an educational alternative

1
DIFFERENCES IN WISC VERBALPERFORMANCE
CATEGORIES AND READING ACHIEVEMENT AMONG BLACK,

'URBAN SCROOL CHILDREN . Order No. 8122237
BERMAN, ROBERT EVANS, Eo D Northern Illinois University, 1981

. 61pp

The purpose of this study was to investigate the relationship
between msg. Verbal-Performance categories and reading
achievement among Black, urban school children The WISC and the
Wide Range Achievement Test were atministered to 224 inner city
students, as part of psychotogical evaluations completed by the
author as a school psychologist AN of the students had been referred
by their teachers and,pnncipals because of various educational ciir



behavioral difficulties. The subjects included in.the studyvere 8,10,
or 12 years of age and had WISC Full Scale 10 scores of between 90
and 110, inclusive.

Using theyesults of the WISC administrations, the subjects were
assigned to one of the groups, according to their WISC Verbal-
Performance 10 scores. The first category, Low Verbal-High
Performance (Group I), was made up of those subjects whose WISC
Verbal Scale was at least 10 points below their Performance 10 score
The Second category, equal Verbal-Performance (Group II), was
comprised of those subjects whose Verbal and Performance 10
scores were less than 5 points apart The third category; High Verbal.
Lout Performance (Group III), included those subjects whose Verbal
10 was at least 10 points above that of their Performance 10. The
dependent variable of reading achievemeht was determined from the
reading scores of the Wide Range Achievement Test. The mean
reading score of each 10 group, at each age level, was separated by
sex.

A statistical analysis-of the results included a 3 x 3 x 2 analysis of
variance. A significant (p at 05) three-way interaction wasfound for
the variables of age, 10 group, and sex, which superseded the
significance of the main effects and two-way interactions found. t-
tests were performed to isolate where this three-way interaction
difference occurred. The statestreal findings indicated that, at the
different age levels, the pattern of mean reading scores for males and
females In the various 10 groups was not consistent. However,
inspection of the results indicated that for ages 10 and 12 only, Group
I subjects were significantly lower than Group II and Group III in

reading achievement, regardless of sex It was therefore concluded
that for ages 10 and 12, WISC Verbal-Performance category is
significantly related to reading achievement, with Group I
configurationtemg a likely indicator of reading underachievement.

A STUDY TO IDENTIFY kND DESCRIBE CHARACTERLSTICS.

OF AVID READERS LN INNER-CITY GRADE FIVE

CLASSROOMS
Order No. 8114237

BaowN, Hirrts DowDELL, PH.D The University of lowa,1980 143pp

Supervisor. Professor Jerry N Kuhn
Problem. The specific problem addressed in this study was to identify

and describe the behaviors and charactenstemof avid raiders in grade fite

of selected inner-mt) classrooms in the Chicago, Illinois, public schools A

related aspect of the problem was to ascertain if any sex differences were

associated with these behaviors.
Instruments utilized to address the problem were: (1) the Iowa Test of

Basic Skills, (2) the Estes Amtude Scale, (3) a Pupil Questionnaire, (4) a
Teacher Questionnaire. and (5) a Teacher Rating Scale.

Procedures. Ilitmaytnot sample consisted of 115 pupils. 42 boys and

73 girls from fifth grade level classroomsof sax elemental) inner -city,

Chicago Public Schools - District Eleven. Teachers of these pupils had

identified all pupils as avid 'eiders..
Wising the computer moanavailable at the Lindquist Center for

Measurement, Um; vr.,Nty of lows, a p was devised to provide

summations and percentages of partici An analysis of

variance was used to test for significant ences between variables.
Results On the basis of the data obtained through the administration of

the several instruintnts and the analysis of that data, the following
coodusions were formulated: (1) inner-city-midreaders achieve 1.T.B.S.
reading comprehension scores having a mean al or above grade

level. (2) Inner-city avid readers achieve LT.B.S voc scores having

a mean Slightly below or at grade level (3) Inner-city avid readers exhibit
very positive attitudes toward reading as measured by the Estes Attitude
Sank. (4) The typical kw city avid reader's determined by modal
napalm patterns of the participating group perceived him/herself as-an
average viewer of television; one who had been read to on a regular bask
during pre-school years; one who was either a natwal reader or an dirty
reader. and found learning to read easy; gee whosemotivations came from
curiosity, interest in learning to print and desire to be like parents; and. Gee
who liked school from the very beginning. (5) The typical inner-clay avid

reader as-determined by modal patterns of the group also viewed
bin/herself as ooe who: to like scbccd: worries about grades: it a
good reader: ad bas a wide imp et rafts imam0i) The typical. a
dewasedbed by ass bi raparalsparies Otte imp, inept* avid
reader father peraiad liaftnelf woe ale Ainlee pebk Ray;
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reads more thee bus/her datums; reads at home everyday; and, prefers
reading to wataung television. (7) Teachers perceive the typical, as
determined by modal descriptive response-patterns, inner-city avid reader
as onewho: reeds on his/her own; is liked by most classmates; and. has
many desirable personal traits with a good self-concept being the most
noticeable one. (8) Teachers 'rated the typical, as determined by modal
response patterns. inner-city avid reader as a pupil who: has good memory,

imaginative, persistent, competitive, canons, and self-reliant: has good
work habits and a long attention span and one who has a good self-concept.
(9) Relatively few significant differences between boy and girl avid readers
were found. However, boy avid readers scored significantly better on both
the Reading Comprehension and Vocabulary sections of the Iowa Test of
Basic Skills. Boy avid readers have a better opinion of their own reading
ability than do girl avidreaders. Teachers perceived girl avid readers as
exhibiting greater sibling competitiveness than boy avid readers, but boys
manifested greeter peer competitiveness.

THE DEVELOPMENT OF A LANGUAGE ARTS PROGRAM
DESIGNED TO IMPROVE READING AND WRITING SKILLS IN
SPANISH OF BILINGUAL SECONDARY LEVEL STUDENTS
USING THEIR INTEREST AS MOTIVATION

OrderNo.81 \5516
Domiti6o, RAFAEL, PH D New York University, 1980 468pp
Chairperson. Professor Stasis Ziobrowsks

The ptiroixie of this study was to develop a language arts program
to improve the reading and writing skills in Spanish of selected level
students in the Spanish component of a bilingual project using their

interests as motivation A combination of theories froth
developmental, vocational, and educational psychology as well as
psycholenguistic, curriculum development, bilingual education and
methods of teaching foreign languages were Used to research and
develop this model Spanish language arts program

The program incorporates up-to-date language arts educational
strategies, students' linguistic and psychodevelopmental and cultural
backgrOund, and the reality of the urban setting in which they live
Thus information was obtained by conducting a survey of Hispanic
students. An analysis was made of the current theories regarding
curriculum development, bilingual education, and methods of
teaching foreign languages The author concluded the following
(1) The three criteria of relevancy, adaptability, and organization are
considered vital for the development of cumcula to assure the
greatest cumulative effect with reference to learning experiences
(2) Second language evolution should take Into account the first
language learned since the native language literacy provides the
foundation necessary for effective Englidh language development
(3) Tharteichnigues used in fiative or dominant language instruction
must be from those used to teach a foreign language

Collection of Data. Four different instruments were used in this
stud), for data collection from the students. (1) Language
Background Questionnaire, (2) Geist Picture, Interest Inventory,
(3) Students' Problems Questionnaire, (4) Language Assessment ki..

Battery. .
(1). The Language Background Questionnaire was used to assess

the demographic data of the linguistic background of, the students
(2) The Geist Picture Interest Inventory was used to refleCt the

interests and aspirations of the stadeots Motivating farces behind
occupational choices were identified A list of 63 items was organized
into 12 interest areas -

(3) The Students' Problems Questionnaire was used to elicit the
main problems of the students around which the language arts
Program would be developed This was in accordance with the
learning theory that pupils learn material which they can associate -

with familiar experiences and concemi. . .

(4) The scores of the Language Assessment Battery, were used to.
mesas the Spanish language reading, writing, listening .,. ,

comprehension and speaking, abitities of the bilingual students
The linguistic origin of the population was predominantly Puerto

Rican and Dominican with a mach age of 16.6.a
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Analysts a! Curlicukfie Principles The first pnnapie obtained from
the analysis was thvelevancy of materials. The needs of the students
were an important source of educational objectives The selection of

themes, in the text was based on the students' interests and
aspirations, and their urban setting life.

A second principle used was adaptability. This emphaeites that
the curriculum should be geared to the age level, the psychological
growth, and the language proficiency of the students

The third principle, organization, was seen in the sequential
progression of material fronegoncrete to abstract.

The Spanish Language Arts Progrom.The main components of the
program are as follows. students' text, teacher's guide, and
diagnostic tools. The students' text provides a variety of reading drills,
and exercises for the development of the students reading and writing
abilities.

The teacher's guide includes the objectives and orientation for
each lesson It also includes a general introduction to the process of

developing reading and writing skills
Tice diagnostic tools include a battery of tests at three levels of

language proficiency These tests are intended to diagnose the
students' abilities in reading and writing Spanish.

This program includes methods and techniquereweich are limited
neither to the population of the study nor to the subject matter.
Motivation is seen as a strong tool in materials development which
might be applied in the development of othqr language matenats

COMMUNICATION SKILLS IN THE INNER CITY: EFFECTS
OF RACE AND/DIALECT ON DECODING Order No.81 19654
Eow ARDS. THOMAS OLIVER, PH D City University of New York, 1981

j 110pp Adviser Professor Barry J Zimmerman

Many studies have examined issues related to communication
skills in young children while other investigations have explored and
delineated linguistic features of young children's speech This study
integrated research in referential communication and studies of,
dialects, Standard English and Black English The problem of this
investigation was to determine the effects of race and dialect in

, commuhicative effectiveness It further explored the relationship
among race, dialect and communicative topics associated with the
cultural background of the su biects being examined It was
hypothesized that decoding within race and within dialect would be
more effective than decoding across dialect or across race It was
further hypothesized that decoding within dialects would be equally
effective and the decoding of ineeeisges relating to stimuli associated
.with one's background would be more effective than the decoding of
messages of stimuli extrinsic to one's cultural frame of reference

One hundred-five (105) Black children and fifty (50) White children
between the ages of 8210 years old were presented with the Sentence
Repetition Test (Baratz, 1989) which assessed their abilities in
Standard English and Black English Three experimental groups of
forty (40) each were organized from these results Black Black Eriglish
speakers, Black Standard English speakers, and White Standard
English speakers These children decoded Standard English and
Black English messages, presented via taperecorder, about stimuli
that were designated Intrinsic to Ghetto Culture or Extrinsic to Ghetto
Culture. While decoding messages, the children viewed a photograph
of a young Black or White woman These photographs served as the
race of the speaker variable The children received scores for
accuracy in decoding and length of response time.

The results of this investigation showed that sex was not a factorin
communicative effectiveness, race differences had minimal effects
and dialect differences did significantly influence the communicative
effectiveness of both listener and speaker While Black and White
children did not differ in tee accuracy Measure, Black children
required significantly more time to respond to the stimuli whether
presented in Standard English or Black English Standard English was
a more effective dialect for decoding even for Black English speakers.
Black English speakers needed more time to respoild than both Black
Standard English and White Standard English speakers There were
no significant differences reported for the type of stimuli except
Black children needed more time to respond Several interactions

;were observed among the race and dialect factors.
The more effective performance by the White Standard English

speaking children was explairled by their greater sensitivity to
language, and the better performance in Standard Eriglish by all
childreh was attributed to the greater,exposure of the children to this
mainstream language. The various interactions suggested a
situational context explanation for the use of dialect and stimuli
associated with a cultural frame of reference Several implications for
education were listed, most notably the consideration of the
additional time by Black English speaking children to respond

ADOLESCENT PROVERB COMPREHENSION: RACIAL
SIMILARITIES AND DIFFERENCES Order No. 8113261

FIRLice, Junrra Toucan, PH-D. The Florida State Untvessity,198L 87pp.
Major Professor. Edwin FL Smith

The problem of this investigation was to determine if: (1) there are
differences between black eleventh grade seidents and white eleventh grade
students in the ability to interpret proverbs, (2) either the socio- economic
saws of the student of the educational level of the student's parents has a
significant effect on the ability to interpret pros erbs, (3) there are
differences between the two groups' (black, white) comprehension of
speafic proverbs.

The population was composed of 90 eleventh grade students: 33 black
students and 57 slum students. All students had met the cntenon of
functional literacy as defined by the Flonda Statewide Assessment Test,
Part II (Communicauons Skills Section)

The instrument used in this study was The Proverb Test developed by
the researcher The instrument was field-tested for rehabihty and validity

Four hypotheses were tested. Hypothesis one stated that there is no
significant difference between the mean scores of literate black eleventh
grade students and literate white eleventh grade students in ,the ability to
interpret proverbs. This hypothesis was tested, alon&with hypotheses two
and three, in an analysis of covanates. The niill hypothesis was rejected.

Hypothesis two stated that there is no significant difference between the
Mean scores on a test of proverb comprehension of subjects of different
soao-economic levels. The null hypothesis was accepted.

Hypothesis three stated that there is no significant difference between
the mean scores of subjects with' parents of differing education !
backgrounds on a test of proverb comprehension. The null hypothesis was
rejected.

Hypothesis four stated that there is no difference between the scores of
literate black eleventh grade students and literate white eleventh grade
students on individual proverb items. This hypothesis was tested using a
frequent) table A difference of 10% between the two groups in correctness
of response ins considered significant. The null hypothesis was rejected.

The conclusions from this study were: (1) that linguistic characteristics
associated with race constitute a factor in the ability to understand and
appli the common proverb's used an this study; (2) that family income is
not a factor in an adolescent's ability to understand and apply common
proverbs; (3) that educational level of the subject's parents IS a factor in the
ability to understand and apply the proverbs used in this study; (4) that
there is a difference between the racial groUps on individual proverb items

LANGI AGE AND BLACK CHILDREN THE EFFECTS OF
DIALECTS. Cs SELECTED PASSAGES O\ BLACK THIRD
GRADERS' READING STRATEGIES AS RE% EALED BY ORAL
RL DLNG NIISCL ES Order No 8120115

Hossos CHARLES DA%in Pit D Georgia Stale Untlersit) College of
Education 1981 266pp

Purpose. The purpose of this study' as to examine the ellects of the .
presence of selected black dialect features in two tpes of passages on the
reading strategies of primary -grade monoclialecial and bfdialectal black
children as re% caled through analysis of oral reading This inestiption was
based upon the idea that monodialecucal nonstandard English
speakers/readers and bidialectal, nonstandard English speakers/readers
v.ould differ in their rendenng of the tests



S

Methods and Procedures A repeated measures design with one between-
subjects factor and two within subjects factors was used in this
investigation Dialect of subjects (inonodialectal and bidialectal) was the
between subjects factor,presence or absence pf selected black dialect
features in the passages and ongin of passages (folk-familiar and literary
unfamiliar) were the within subjects factors

From a pool of 83 black children enrolled in Title I programs in public
schools in the Atlanta area eight were id nfied monodialectal
speakers /readers and 38 as bidialectal s eaders Eight were chosen
randomly from the 38 to constitute a second group equal in number to the
monodialectal speakers/readers Identification of subjectsas members of
these groups was accomplishedthrough a procedure designed specifically
for this study The procedure was examined for validity and reliability

Subjects read four passages, one of folk ongin (famihar) written in
standard English, one of folk ongin written to include selected features of
black dialect, one of literan ongin (unfamiliar) wntten in standard English
and one of literary ongin written to include selected features of black
dialect To obtain appropriate black dialect features informants residing in
the area from which subjects were drawn were interviewed and dialect
features discerned. Subsequently these were embedded in two of the
passages and in the dialects test_ Passages were presented in random
sequence to subjects and audio tapes were made while subjects read
passages aloud without preparation or assistance

The first 25 miscues (reader produced devianqns from text) of each
subject's oral reading were anal) zed using four categones of the 1969
Goodman Taxonomy of Miscues Categones were syntactic proximity.
syntacti acceptability, semantic proximity and semantic acceptability
lntra-rater reliability was established for miscue iconng

Test scores used to place children in Title I programs constituted a
- cOvanate in the data analysis procedures (multivanate analysis of
covariance) used to analyze miscue data

Results Examination of the validity of the dialects test,to identify
monodialectal speakers/readers showed the test probably to be invalid

No significant differenCes were found in the nature or miscues produced
by the hypothetically diffetent subjects

Subjects produced significantly different miscues in the semantic
proximity category for the black dialect literary passage and the standard
English literary pasSage For standard English and black cbralect folk
passages, miscue ratings were undifferentiated,

Conclusions Because validity was not established for the dialects test,
that subjects cqmpnsed two golips (monochalesal and bidialectal) cannot
be claimed Thus. all subjects must be considered bidialectal
speakers/readers The problem of identifying monodialectal
speakers/readers remains unsolved_

The results of analysis of miscue ratings suggest that presence of dialect
features in wntten text of two types influences bidialectal speakers/readers
in only one was Bidialectal speakers/readers produced miscues in the
black dialect literary passage that were significantly different from those
produced in the standard English literary passage in the semantic proximity
category only Miscues in the former were closer in meaning to text items
than were miscues in the latter

It is speculated that subjects produced closer approximations to text
nein meanings in the black dialect literary passage because they were able
to draw upon the familiar language features embedded in that text to
predict and confirm meaning as they read

CHILDREN'S ACQUISMON OF VARIABLE FLAIL RES
Order No. 8116548

KoY AC, CELL, N D Georgetown University, 1980 187pp

The goal of the present study was to in% estigate the acquisition of
variable features within the framework of yananon theory B) variable was
meant 'amble in the adult model, specifically adult Black English A
comparison w made of the speech of children expected to have %anal:tie
features in th uftedult model with the speech of children in which the same
features may expected to be %arable in the early stages, but categoncai
in the adult odel

samples of oral language from forty-nine 3.5 and 7 year-olds
in a population controlled for race and socioeconomic status, the study had
the following obiectnes: (1) to describe the effect of grammatical.
phonological. sono-econorruc, stylistic, and age factors on finite be usage of
the subjects: (2) to compare and contrast the behavior of copular forms of
finite be with auxiliary forms of finite be: (3) to compare and contrast

'uncontractible and contractible forms of finite be.
One general conclusion is that contraction and deletion are not

dependent phologital processes in the speech of the Black children, with
the possible exception of the working-class speakers at 7. A second general
conclusion is that Pro environments and NP environment are treated
differently by the speaTers in this sample Basidon the possibility of mis-
segmentation, and the virtual lack of full forms, a contraction rule is not
postulated in Pro-environments for any speakers in the sample, and
contraction in NP-environments is problematic. For Black w orking-class
speakers, non-occurrence in Pro-environments at 5 and 7 IS accounted for
by alternation between forms and forms that incorporate the be
morpheme The frequency of occurrence of qi forms at these ages eggests
that non-occurrence is other than deN elopmental absent/ and in
NP environments, the adult constraint order suggests the operation of a
deletion rule, syntactic in nature For Black middle-kass speakers at 5 and
7, there is no evidence of the same kind of alternation between
"contracted" and ep forms At age 3, it is impossible to separate
developmental absence from incipient deletion for either group qi forms
with all White speakers are due to developmental absence, with the
exception of the working-class speakers at 7, where non-occurrence is the
result of peer influence Auxiliary constructione exceed copula ones both in
occurrence and non-occurrence, and an increase in fUll forms is noted from
the joint portion of the intemor to the individual. Deletion could only be
seen as a marker of style-shifting for the Black middle-class seven -year-
olds

A DESCRIPTIVE ANALYSIS OF A PROGRAM OF CREATIVE
DRAMATICS WITH A, BILINGUAL/BICULTURAL CONTEN'T
(SPANISH/ENGLISH): LMPLICATION'S FOR ENGLISH ORAL
LA_NGLAGE DEVELOPMENT OF MEXICAN AMERICAN
CHILDREN Order No. 8113984

MARANON, SUSAN PEARL, Pa D University of Colorado or Boulder, 1980
337pp Director. Richard J. Kraft

Educators and researchers-agree that Mexican American children
expenence more academic success in the U.S school system' as they
greater command over the oral and written language of that school
Studies also indicate that an increase in the use of the home language
culture in the classroom reduces the absentee rate and increases
achievement scores of the Mexican American children. Results of research
show that the use of creative dramatics in classrobm settings brings about
improv ement of oral language fluency in participating children.

The present study is an ethnograptnc description of a program of
creative dramatics with a content taken from the linguistic and cultural
heritage of the students The children who partiapated.were attending a
migrant summer school in northern Colorado The ages observed were 7-8,
11-12, and 13-15

B) means of classroom observant:in-:audio-recordings of creative
dramatics sessions. lalguage use and rlaSsroorn management surveys,
mternes. and questionnaires, a description was made of how fluency in
English was developed by building on Spanish language creative dramatic
activities, as well as exercises done exclusively in English. Activities based
direct]) on the home language and culture, such as dramatization of
Mexican folktales and improvisations of events from Mexican hisitory, were
the most successful, according to the perceptions of those in olved.

The stud) also describes the factors seen to be most unportaiit for the
success of such a program, which are teacher knowledge of the ktudents'
language and culture and of theory and technique of second language
learning To a lesser extent, knowledge of the crearie dramatics process is
important

A comparison is drawn between the use of language in the creative
dramatics ex erases, in the traditional classroom, and in a classroom
organized around interest centers It was found that the norms of classroom
interaction of the creative dramatic% activities allow for more continued use
of the language by students than the other two classroom situations.

It was concluded that under the appropriate conditions, creative
dramatics with a bilingual/bicultural content an be a powerful instrument
for the development of fluency in English for Mexican American migrant
children.



SELFCTED FACTORS ASSOCIATED WITH LOW

ACHIEVEMENT AMONG MEICICAN-AMERICA COLLEGE

A STUDENTS Order No. 8114107

MORAN. PA:110CE JAMS, ED-D. University of Northern Colorado,1981.

132PP. .

Purpose olthe Study. The purpose of this study was todetermine if

there were educational factors in which Mexican-Americin college
freshmen differed from non-Mexican-Ametioan college freshmen. The

factors selected for study were reading ability, the ability to use verbal
inns to apress abstract relationships, and a set of demographic factors,
including age, languages spoken, parental education and income, length of
residence, and distance of residence from college.

Procedures Twenty-pine Mexican-American college freshmen were

. compared to 34 non-Mexican-Amencan college freshmen. Each group was
=into high and low achieving students on the basis of their ACT
Each student filled wit a backgroundqUestionnaire and was given

The Davis Reading Tes; Form JA and the Verbal Similarities test of the
Wechsler Adult Intelligence Scale (WA1S). A treatment-by-level Analysis of
Variance procedure was used on the tesuneresuhs to determine any
significant differences among the four groups of students. Also, a Chi-

square test was used lo determine significant differences in background

factors among the four groups.
Summary of the Fah:limp. Salient findings from the research: (1) Non

Mexican- American students had significantly higher scores on The Davis
Reading Test. Form IA than did Mexican-American students. This finding

was true for both high and Ow achieving students. (2) Non-Mem:An-

American students did not,bave significantly higher scores on the Verbal
Similarities test of the WAIS than did Maican-American college students.
(3) High aclueving students (regardless of ethnic identity) had a
significantly higher score on the Verbal Similarities test ofIA WAIS than

did low achieving students. (4) Almost all Mezican-Amencan students and

Their parents listed Spanish as a language they spoke frequently in addition

to English Conversely, very few non-Mexican-American students spoke a
second language. (5) The parents of Mexican- American students included

a substantially larger number who fisted their occupanons as unemployed
or blue collar than did the parents of non-Mexican-Amencan .strident,
( The parents of Mexican-Amen= students had a substantially lower

level of education than did the pupas ofnoe-li.iaican-American students.
(7) The residence of Mexican-Amerscan students was closer. on in average,

to the university where thetusdy took p*ce than the residence of non-
Metican-Amencsn students.

Coodadions. Mexicur Americanw..- frellihmen had a significantly

lower level of reading ability than ditt non-MeticurAmerican freshmen.
However, although Mexican-American freshmen had a lower level of
verbal functioning than did non-Mexican-American freshmen, it wasnot

significantly lower.
. The differences in demographic features tetween the two ethnic
may help account for the differences found in reading ability. Mexican-
American students came froth families with fewer economic advantages
than the majority population enjoys. And almost all Mexican-American
students and their parents spoke Spanish These factors contribute to a /
social climate in which getting a college education does notsseem feasible,

and thus
from this enter college, they find that the pods quality of

educational

tis placed co preparation for college. When stuff
enter

the limitations imposed by theirbackgroind
frequently has an inhibiting effect, becoming especially crucial in theU '
reading,.

Another ccodusionis that the ability to speak two languages does not

seem to affect the ability to perceive and express abstract relationships.
There is no evi-.. a 6= this present study that conceptualization is

hainpered by bilingu6latality. ,
rim
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A STUDY OF THE SPEAKING AND READING DURATIONS

OF YOUNG BLACK ADO'S Order No, 8125839 '
PAYNE, JOHN Avow"; PH.D. the Florida State University, 1981. 149pp..
Major Professor -Anthony/Holbrook

The purpose of this study was to examine a large normally
speaking population of young black college students in order to
determine the durationil characteristics of speaking and reading.

, Further, it was the pur(iose of this study to make an extensive
comparison of the results of Walkers11979) study of young white
college students and the results of the current investigation.

In order to accoMplish the goals of this research, the exact
instrumentation, mod and procedure reported by Walker (1979)
were employed Normative data were reported on the five following
speech derationt. (1) Total speaking time which represented the
total time iiecessary for the production of the message.
(2) Articulation time which was the total speaking time exclusive of
the pauses (3) Phonation time which was the time that the vocal
folds were active in the productio of voice (4) Voiceless speech
which was the amount of time sPFnt in voiceless articulation.
(5) ,Pause time which was the amount qt time in a message when no
acoustic signal was present

A total of 120 Native Black American college students served as .
subjects for this study These subjects were undergraduate aid-dents,
enrolled at Florida AtM University and The Florida State University,
60 were males, and 60 were females. All subjects used NI this study
were judged to be normal with respect to speech, voice and hearing,
and they had no formal voice training.

Three tasks were required of each subject. These tasks were to
read 'a standard passage, to converse with the experimenter for three
minutes and to read the written text of their conversational speech

in addition to providing descriptive data concerningithe
performances of the three tasks in terms of durations. rates.
Percentages, and ratios for all subjects by raceand sex, the following

statistical tests were utilized: analysis of variance, t test, Newman.
Keuls Multiple Range Test and the Pearson Product Moment
Correlation

The results indicated that there was a significant difference among
the four groups of subjects for all measures except toad rate of
conversational speech and the reading of the conversational speech
passage. The black male subjects and the white male subjects were
similar on all measures. The black female subjects had the lowest rate
of speaking and reading and the least pause time The white females
had the highest rate of speaking and reading and they had the
grdatest pause time. For all subjects:total speaking and articulation
rates for conversational speech were slower than the same measures
and the same material in the reading of the conversational speech
sample. Tire total rated and the articulation rates for the reading of the
cone tonal speech sample were significantilhigher than the
reading and articulabon rates for the reading of the standard passage.
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THE EFFECTS OF CONTENT SCHEMA ON READING

COMPREHENSION FOR H!SPANIC, BLACK, AND WHITE

CULTURAL GROUPS Order NO, 8.127684

SO4 PECK. JANICE VANDEPPLOEG, PH.D.
University of Illinois at Urbana-

Champaign, 1881. 146pp.

This research examined the relationship between content schema
and reading ehension fifth- and s.xth-grade readers frOm

three dilleremerican cultural groups. The primary intent of the

study was to determine whether students would comprehend
culturally familiar reading material better-than culturally unfamiliar
reading material. Three grouPs, each comprised of 20 etudes&
represented each of three cultural backgrounds; Hispanic, Black, and

White. Every sludant read threepassages, each constructed to reflect
content peculiar to one each of the three cultural groups.
Comprehension was measured by doze performance, free recall, and
responses to literal and inferential questions. Time to complete each
reading task endears, reading word recognition accuracy was also
assesse. Additionally. students rated the throe passages for degree
of familiarity, interest, *Moment, reeding dilliculty, end

ef



comprehension difficulty.
For participaft in this study, the results indicated that cultural

familiarity significantlY facilitated comprehension and memory for
cdrinercted discourse Students in each of the three cultural groups
Produced more correct information and fewer responses inconsistent
with textual contenion their respective culturally familiar passage
than on either of the two less culturally familiar passages. In no
instance did girls and boys differ overall, either in their
comprehension and memory pertormance or in their perceptions
about passage attributes The grditteit degree of variability among
readers occurred when students rated the passages in terms of
interest, enjoyment, readini) difficulty, and comprehension difficulty
In many instances, students' perceptions of these passage
characteristics were not reflective of their actual test performance

A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF STANDARD AND
,NONSTANDARD ENGLISH SYNTACTIC FEATURES IN THE
LANGUAGE OF LOWER SOCIOECONOMIC CHILDREN

Order No. 81 2186 2

THOMPSON, CAIROLYN MCLENOON, PH D The Ohio State University,

1981 106pp. Adviser Professor Johanna S DeStefano

The purpose of this Study was to investigate the standard and
nonstandard English syntax of lower socioeconomic status black and
white Southern rural children as measured by their responses on
sintence repetition tasks The research was designed to determine
what influence a student's race, sex, and grade level have on the-form
of English he or she would utili4e when asked to respond to given
sentence repetition tasjcs of a syntactic nature

A limited number of features of standard English syntax were
studied, five being selected for the study These vanables were '-
copula absence, possessive marker, sublectverb agreement, past
tense marker, and irregular verb form A review of the literature
indicated that these five categories are common areas in which
syntactic differences between standard English and non-standard
English occur and are prevalent in southern rural speech

A sentence repetition instrument in story form was individually
administered to 120 black and white rural Southern children in grades
two. four, and six Forty students, were selected from each grade
represented Sixty of the selected students were male and 60 were
female Sixty were low income blacks and 60 were low income whites
Consequently. there were 20 representatives of each race and sex at
each grade level.

After all subjects had'participated in the study, their responses
were categorized to permit an analysis of variance Each of the five
variables consisted of five stimulus sentences, making a total of
twenty-five stimulus sentences in the instrument

If a student's response to a particular stimulus sentence was made
in standard English, it was scored as standard and given two points
If a student's response was in nonstandard English, it was scored as
nonstandard, and yeas given one point, Transcriptions were made of
standard and nonitandard responses to permit the investigator to
examine responses

A program for multiple-classification analysis of variation was
selected to test the null hypothesis of no significant difference
between the group means foetach source of venationgrade level,
sex, and race

Significant differences were found between races °ripe copula
absence, possessive marker. and subiectverb agreement variables,
with whites scoring higher, than blacks on these three features. No
significant differences between races were found on the past marker
and irregular verb form variables. The anarysis of variance revealed
no significant differences between sexes or grade levels on the five
variables All students reepondedere sentence re (bon tasks in
standard English sentences at 1 t 70% of the time
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A DESCRIPTIVE ANALYSIS OF A PROGRAM OF CREATIVE
DRAMATICS WITH A B4LINGUAL/BICULTURAL CONTENT:
THE USE OF THE MOTHER TONGOE AS A TOOL FOR'
INSTRUCTION. IMPLICATIONS FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF
SELF-CONCEPT (SELF-VIEWS) ON MEXICAN AMERICAN
MIGRANT CHILDREN Order No. 81 2 2338

ToPrrE, Eurimio, PH.D University'ol Colorado at BoUlder., 1981.
351pp. Director. Dr. Leonard Baca

Statistics show that Mexican American children have among the
highest drop-out rates in United States public schools. Observations
also have revealed that little use of the home language and culture of
these children has been made in the classroom Researchers and
educators agree that this may have an adverse effect on the children's
self-concept and academic achievement

The present study of a program of creative dramatics with a
bilingual/bicultural content was undertaken to see if such a program
provides opportunities and alternatives for academic development, as
well as to see in what ways the self-concept of the children is revealed
in such a program

The author made an ethnographic study of a creative dramatics
program with Mexican American migrant children This program was
implemented in English and Spanish, using historical, and cultural
content from the background of the participants Three classrooms
were utilized for this study with one in-depth study classroom in a
town in northern Colorado.

By means of on-site observation, analysis of recordings,
interviews, and questionnaires, it was determined that the students
had a very strong self-concept which was revealed most markedly
during those creative dramatics activities based on thieir home
language and culture This finding was supported by a settviews
instrument It was also revealed that students preferred the ethnic
content activities over the mole neutral activities and that intellectual
activity and language development took place to a greater extent in
the ethnically related creative drarpatics activities than in neutral
activities

The conclusioniindicate that a creative dramatics program which
has content from the ethnic and linguistic background of the Mexican
American student, ta'ught by personnel who have background and
training in the same, can be very effeCtive in bringing about continued
intellectual growth in the students, as well as maintenance of a strong
self-concept

BLACK ENGLISH AND THE STANFORDBINET TEST OF
INTELLIGENCE OrderNo.8124172
WILLIAMS, DARLENE FAYE, PH D Stanford University, 1981. 184pp

The presenytudy was designed to determine if linguistic and
picTorial biasexisted for black children when tested with the Stanford ,

Bonet Test of Intelligence. The study examined two questions.
(1) What is the effect of test language--Vernacular Black English
(VBE) versus Standard Black English (SBE)--on the 10 scores of black
students" (2) What is the effectsof picture- -black versus whiteon the
10 scores of black students"

The test instruments used for this study were the Production Test
and one of two versions of the Stanford-Binet Test of Intelligence- -the
SBE verAon or the VBE vervon These tests were administered to 240 ,

black children within the age range of six thrdugh twelve years Each
student Was assigned to one of three language dorninance.groups--
VBE Dominant, SBE Dominant, or Balanced Dominant for their
performance on the Production Test

The overall Cronbach Alpha test reliability was 90 and the overall
Standardized item Alpha was .89 This is consistent with the ri
demonstrated reliability of the standard version of thi Stanford-Binet



Test of Intelligence.
A stepwise multiple regression an calculated to

determine the relative frtffurree of al age, picture,
language version, and do fiance (VBE Dpminance,SBE Dominance,
and Balanced Dominance) on the 10 scores of black students A
reasonable approximation of the overall influence of these variables'

" can be obtained with two of the vanableschronological age and
picture. These tvo variables accounted for 25q of the variance of 10

scores (r2 = .25)-
A two-way analysis of variance with a correcton for unequal

numbers of subjects in the cell groups was used to determine the
results of the study, and the answers to the questions posed earlier.
The results indicated that the language version presented to VBE
Dominant-speaking students did explain a significant proportion of
the variance inI0 scores, p < 001 The version presented to
the SBE Dominant speaking students sho ed an insignificant effect
of language. p> 05 The BalanCed Domihantspeakers demonstrated
an insignificant main effect of language version, p > .05

The picture treatment pgividedithe following results. The VBE
Dominant speakers exhibited a main effect of picture which wes
insignificant However, the VBE Dominant speakers who wereltested
with thb VBE versionof the Stanford-Binet using pictures which
reflect Afro-American culture had a mean 10 score difference 3 61
points higher than VBE Dominant speakers who were given the VBE

version o the test with pidtures reflecting Anglo-Amencan culture.
The SBE Dominant speakeranrfested a significant main effect with
the picture treatment, p < 001 In addition, those SBE Dominant-
speaking students who were tested with pictures representing'AVM-

American cultOre had a mean 10 score which was 15 43 points higher
than those tested with pictures representing Anglo-American Culture

The Balanced Dominaht speakers again demonstrated an
insignificant main effect The picture treatment was insignificant at the
OS level . -

In conclusion, the test language variety does affect the 10 scores

of the VBE Dominant-spesiting students. Thus, language bias does

exist for these students when tested using the SBE version of the
Stanford- Binet. However, these students perform equally as welt on

tests wilh pictures which depict Afro - American eutture or Anglo- ,

Arrican culture
The SBE Dominant-speaking students perform equally as well on

tests presented in SBE or VBE Therefore, language bias does not
exist fowth`aa students when tested with either version of the
Stanford-Binet Test of Intelligence However, these students will
perform better if these tests have pictures which represent their own
ethnic group, Afro-American culture

The Balanced Dominant speakers produced insignificant' results
with both the language version and the picture treatments Further
riguatiC research is needed regarding the Illyiced Dominant
speaker and standardized testing
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EFFECTS OF ASSIGNED VS. SELFSELECT6 READING UPON
THE SELFbCONCEPT, READING ATTMJDE AND READING
ACHIEVEMENT OF BLACK ELEVENTH GRADE STUDENTS

Order No. 8118150

Warr, lostPtt H G , Eo Ll Hofsrra University.1981 150pp.

Purpose. The purpose of this study was to gain insight into some of the
variables that contribute to the reading achievementof black students,
namely reading interests, self-concept and reading attitude.

Procedure Data were obtained from sixty black eleventh grade pupils in
a public school district on Long Island, New York, These subject; had
attained test scores within the 4-6 stanine range on the Metropolitan
Ao.hievemerlt Test. Reading interests were identified by a Literary Interest
Survey'Scale and a Literary Interest Catalog Self-concept was measured by
the Piers -Harps Children's Self Concept Scale Reading attitude was
measured by Reamer's Scale to Measure Attitude Toward Any School
Sebject. Reading achievement was measured by Gates- MacGiniue Reading
Tests

Each group included thirty pupils randomly assighed4to either the

treatment or the control group Both groups met for instruction for forty
five minute periods fie one semester Both groups were taught by the
mvesngator who used the same teaching methodsfor both groups The
singular difference between the groups was the materials used. The control
group used the single text assigned by the schoo) district, while the
ex penmen tal group used self-selected literature, an indication of their
reading interests

There was no staustitically significant gain in self-concept, reading
attitude, or reading achieviment. However, the ancillary findings may have
significance for the classroom teacher

Ancillary Findings First, the comprehension scores on the subtest for
each group were clearly higher than the vocabulary scores This may mean

tharteachers should spend more time teaching vocabulary directly
Secondly, 90 pekint of the students in the experimental group expressed a
preference for paperbacks rather than for anthologies. They found
paperback cuter to carry around and more enjoyable to read: therefore,
paperbacks may be used to promote more reading. Thirdly; the students
chqse "teenage books" as the category they were most interested in reading

This concurs with the studies done by Strang (1946), Norvel (1950), and
others who found that teenagers liked to react about themselves

Conclusions, Implications and Recommendations The conclusions of
this study are based upon the finding's which relate to the hypotheses that

_iiveeirf.7, therefore, the only conclusion that may Ix drawn is that the
noept, the roiling attitude and the reading achievement of black

students will not necessarily be unproved by the use of self-selected
readings or by the use of assigned readings

The results -do not imply that students should not be given freedom of
choice or assigned readings What they do imply is a need for further study;
therefore, the following recommendations are made: (1) A broader

definition of interests should be adopted and utilized. This investigator
discovered at least three different interests'. (a) reading interests which are

'books that attract and hold a reader's attention such as a good mystery
story; (b) vocational interests which may be permanent because they are a
bk-long goal of the student: and (c) existing interests which may be
temporary For efample, a student may dislike reading. but he has an
interest in karate, he may begin to want to read if he is given a boot on
karate The teacher must capitalize on all of these interests, not just ending

mternt. (2) If this study is replicated, it is suggested that reading skills be
taught also, because interest without skill appears to be inadequate to meet
the educational needs of students. (3) Finally, from a studyofthe related
literature, a clear pattern emerged which this investigator has tentatively
labelled: "Substrata Factors of Reading Failure in Black Students." In this
substrata, poverty contnbqtes to low verbal and intellectual stimulation:
low intellectual stimulatiori contributes to poor self-concept; poor self-
concept generates negative 'Ube-ides: and low teacher expectation serves to
compound the problem.futtber investiptipo of this sequence of events is
recommended.
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