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AN INVESTIGATION OF THE COMMUNICATIVE COMPETENCE
OF TEENAGE BOYS IN A NORTHERN URBAN WARREN
. OrderNo.8123608

'

’Baxsn, Bawky BewL, Jr , PH.D Wurdue University, 1881 166pp

Mayor Professor Ralph Webb 1
Poor school performance ard subsequent failure in the :
marketplace among black youtts have been, in recent years, -

attributed to inadequate language skills (or black talk) Therefore, * *
various programs have been profiered to enrich the language
behawviors of these youths.-that 1s, to teach them standard English
These programs have had mnimal success This study, 100, was
concerhed with the alleged inadequaté language skills of black

‘youths ' ,

The tocus of thus study was the communicative competence of a
group of warrenized teenage boys Communicative competence was
defined as those communication abihties necessary to function as a
member of agiven speech community Black taik was thQrefore seen
n terms of communicative competence’ THis allowed biack tatk to be
studred both as communication behavior and as cuitural behavior
(Black taik was seen as an instrument of adaptation ) A basic

Y assuinption of this study was that an understanding of black
communicative competence s necessary for assessing specific
language skills - .

Sixty teenage boys served as participants Each participant was
interviewed in one of five communication situations The High -
Potency Background (HPB) situation was designed to glicit samples
of talk in aninformal, low-pressure cliimate Cultural factors provided
the topic in this sitgation The High Potency Immediate (HPI)
situations were designed to elicit speech samples in a3 more formal.
high:pressure chmate Jobs and SChool were the primary topics
discussed R

The Overlapping Communication Situations (OCS) were also
designed to elicit speech samples in a formal, high-pressure Climate
However, conflict was added Participants were told (in the cover
story) that they would discuss the relevance of a high school
education to employment o pportunities, but were forced to discuss
cultural 1ssues In both the HPI and OCS situations participants were
interviewed alone others were interviewed 1n groups of two or three
A white confederate was used in the OCS situation

Four variabies were measured in each situation consonant

aclusters, voiceiess interdental fricative /&/, post-vocahc /r/, and
third person singular present tense /s/ These vanables were
measured in free digcourse (spontaneous talking) and reading styles

Four research tions were asked (1) Whats the language
behavior of black youths in specific communication situations? (This
question sought whether the situatigns would have a systematic or
patterned influence on language“behavior ) (2) By what criteria do
black yoUths distinguish among varying.communication Situations”®
(3) What are the evaluative reactions of black wouths to language

behavior in specific communicafion situations” and, (4) To what
extent do black youths dentify particular language behavior as
appropriate for specific communicatign situations? -

. Findings indicated that the five stuations had a consistent and
patterned influence on language, pressure and Clagty were primary
reasons used for distinguishing the situations, participants were able
to evaluate language behawvior as appropriate for spesific situations,
and, participants did identify spechic variants as appropriate or
mnappropriate o

These findings suggested that black youths seem to resrst
becoming proficient with standard English Further analyses were
made using a culturai tramework whith posited cul;gfal interferente
as the basis for resistance Reasons and recomrmendglions were
grven for surmounting cuitural interference A modei of biack
communicative competence was aiso proposed
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THE EFFECTS QF SECOND CANGUAGE ACQUISITION UPON
READING ACHIEVEMENT IN GRADES TWO AND FIVE OF
SELECTED ENGLISH SPEAKING STUDENTS
+  OrderNo.812564g

BauersFeLo, Roseat InviNe, Eo D Nortfiern Anizona University, 1981
152pp Adwviser Dawvid Whorton

This study focused on the impact of bilingual/bicuitural education
upon the academic achievement of Angio-American and other fluent
English speaking students in selected schools in San Diego County in
Calformia A questionnaire was distributed to teachers who taughtin
the bilingual program to determine their perceptions regarding the *
mmporiance of the Spanish as a second language component in a
biingual program, as well as the amount of ime teachers devoted to
second language instruction A third element of this study was to
compare the attitudes of Anglo-American and fiuent English speaking
students enrolied in bringual /Bicultural education toward the
Mexican culture as compared to the attitudes of pupit$ enrolled in
traditional programs The Statrstical Package of the Social Science
(SPSS) data analysis program was used to analyze the data The
statistical treatment of the data included frequency distribution. the
mean, standard deviation, and t-test The level of significance was set
atthe 05 level -

Two hundred apd five students were sampled to test the impact
bilingual educaflon ypon gcademic achievement Seventy studen
were selected from bilingual classrooms and 135 from traditional
classrooms Analysis focused oh the differences between the pre-test
and post-test scores ' *

Nineteen bilingual teachers were sampied to determine their
perceptions regarding the amount of ime devoted to second
language acquisition They were also asked to rate the quality of their
program .

Three hundred and two students were sampleg.from amoné
twenty classrooms in order to determine the degree of teelings toward
the Hispanic and Angio cultures as expressed by students in both
biingual and fraditional classrooms ' )

Research findings indicated that Anglo American students
enrplled in bilingual education did not suffer any loss infeading or
mathematics achievement while having the advantage of learning a
second language The length of time a student was enrolled in
bilingual education appeared to have a positive correlation upon
academ:c achievemenf’and tended to support the bilingual model as a
viable learning alternative Anglo-American and other fiuent English
Speaking students also appeared to have the more positive attitude
toward the Mexican culture as compared to studénts enrolled in
traditiogal programs Attitudinal outcomes may be one of the most
n ant factors when considering bilingual/bicultural education
an educational alternative :
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DiFFERENCES IN WISC VERBAL-PERFORMANCE

v

_CATEGORIES AND READING ACHIEVEMENT AMONG BLACK. "~

“URBAN SCHROOL CHILDREN . 0rderNo.8122232
Berman, ROBERT EvaANS, Ep D Northern linois University, 1881

. 81pp

' The purpose of this study was to investigate the relationship
between WIS Verbal-Performance categories and reading

&*

achievement among Black, urban school children The WiSC and the’

Wide Range Achievement Test ware afiministered to 224 inner city
students, as part of psychological evaiuations compieted by the

.

author as a schoo! psychologrst All of the students had been referred =

+ by their teachers and principais because of vanous educational ‘
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| behavioral difficulties. The subjects inchuded in-the study were 8, 10,

| or12yeamofmwhaUWtsCFuI3cdﬂ0mdbe\ween90

- and 110, inclusive.

Using theTesults of the WISC administrations, the subjects were

| assigned to one of theee groups, according to thewr WISC Verbal-

| Performance IQ scores. The first catégory, Low Verbal-High

| Performance (Group I), was made up of those subjects whose WISC

: Verbal Scale was at least 10 points below their Performance 1Q score
The second category, equal Verbal-Performance (Group ), was
comprised of those subjects whose Verbal and Performance Q
scores were less than 5 points apart. The third category; High Verbal-
Low Performance (Group IIf), included those subjects whose Verbal
1Q was at least 10 points above that of their Performance IQ. The
dependent vanabie of reading achievemeht was determined from the
reading scores of the Wide Range Achievement Test. The mean
reading score of each 1Q group, at each age level, was separated by
sex.

A statistical analysis-of the results ncluded a 3 x 3 x 2 analysis of
vanance. A signfficant {p at 0S) three-way interaction was found for
the vanables of age, 1Q group, and sex, which superseded the
sigmficance of the main effects and two-way interactions found. t-
tests were performed to 1solate where this three-way interachon

! dfference occurred. The statistidal findings indicated that, at the
different age levels, the pattern of mean reading scores for males and
females in the vanous IQ groups was not consistent. However,
nspécton of the results indicated that for ages 10 and 12 only, Group
| subjects were significantly lower than Group Hl and Group Il11n
reading achievement, regardless of sex It was therefore concluded
that for ages 10 and 12, WISC Verbal-Performance category 18
significantly related to reading achievement, with Group |
configuration being a itkely indicator of reading underachievement.

*
»

A STUDY TO IDENTIFY AND DESCRIBE CHARACTERISTICS
OF AVID READERS IN INNER-CITY GRADE FIVE
CLASSROOMS Order No. 8114237
Brows, Hatrie DowpeLL, PH.D  The University of lowa, 1980 143pp
Supervisor: Professor Jerry N Kuho .

Problem The speaific problem addms& 10 thas study was to 1dennfy
and descnibe the behaviors and charactensues of avid readers 1n grade five
of selected wnner-aiy classrooms in the Chicago, Ilhogis, public schools A
related aspect of the problem was 10 ascertain if any sex differences were

assocated wath these behaviors.
[nstrum.eats utilized to address the

”

problem were: (1) the lowa Testof
Basic Skulls, (2) the Kstes Amtude Scale, (3) a Pupu Quesnonnaure, ) a
Teacher Quesuoanaure, and (5) a Teacher Raung Sale.

Procedures. The popylauon sample consisted of 115 pupts. 42 boys and
nmm&ﬁhmdelevelchssroomsof sx elementary wnner-aty,
Oﬁazo?ubﬁchwok-quiuMTad)mofmmm
Wdentified all pupils a8 avid readers.. ) )

Uﬁﬁﬂumcmmwmavﬁhbhuﬂnmdqumafm
Measurement, University of lowa, 2 p was devised 1o provide
summanoas and percentages of ma%m An analysis of
vanance was used to test for sgnificant di encesbetweenva{nbm

RmdaOntbebmsofthedmobumeduuwghthudmmmmof
tbeseverllinstmhtuﬁmdtheamlysisofﬂmdat&thefoﬂomg ,
cooclusions were formulated: (1) i readers achieve LT.BS.
reading scores having a mean at or above grade
Jevel (2) loner-city avid readers achieve 1LTBS scores having
2 mean Slightly or at grade level (3) Inner-city avid readers exhubn
mypoﬁﬁveaﬁimdsmdmdin;ummmdbytbeﬁnsmzimde
Scale. (4) The typical inner city avid reader’ss determined by modal
wmofmmmdyuﬁn;mpacdvedhhn/bmelfsn
ivamvhadwevﬁon;mevhohdbmmdwmarquhrbm
m;wrﬂodymmmwdmuamﬂmdammam
m.mmmwwmmmmmm
arm,muumnpimmaﬁnnbemwmzmd.u
who liked school from the very beginning. (5) The typical inner-city avid
reader s determined by modal patieres of the group also viewed
him/herself as one who: 10 like school; worries about grades: 3
g00d reader; and hes 3 wide sage of resding inseress. (6) The ypical. &
derermined by model respensds pattasns of the group, ismer~city svid

mew-mmuum&m
(&
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* reads more his/her classmates: reads at home everyday: and, preters
reading to g ision. (7) Teachers perceive the typical, as
determined by modal descriptive response-patterns, innef-city avid reader
25 onewho: reads on his/her own; is liked by most classmates; and, has
many desirable personal traits with a good self-concept being the most
ponceabie one. (8). Teachers rated the typical, as determined by modal
response paterns, inner-aity avid reader as a pupil who: has good memory,
18 maginanve, persistent, competitive, cunious, and self-reliant; has good
work habits and a long attenbion span and one who has a good self-concept.

(9) Relanvely few significant differences between boy and girl avid readers
were found. However, boy avid readers scofed sigmficantly better on both

the Reading Comprehension and Vocabulary secuons of the lows Test of
Basic Skills. Boy avid readers have 8 better opumon of their own readwg ‘
abihity than do prl avi Teachers perceved girl avid readers as
exhibitng greater sibhng competitiveness than boy avid readers, but boys
manifested grester peer competitiveness.

THE DEVELOPMENT OF A LANGUAGE ARTS PROGRAM
DESIGNED TO IMPROVE READING AND WRITING SKILLS IN
SPANISH OF BILINGUAL SECONDARY LEVEL STUDENTS
USING THEIR INTEREST AS MOTIVATION '
OrderNo. 81 \5516

DomINGO, RAFAEL, PH D New York University, 1980 468pp
Charrperson. Professor Stasia Ziobrowski

The purgose of this study was to develop a language arts program
to improve the reading and writing skills in Spanish of selected level
students in the Spanish component of a biingual project using their
interests as motvation A combination of theories frof
deveiopmental, vocational, and educational psychology as weil as
psychobnguistic, curncuium development, bihngual education and
methods of teaching foreign languages were used to research and .
develop this mode! Spanish language arts program

The program incorporates up-to-date language arts educational
strategies, students’ linguistic and psychodevelopmental and cultural
background, and the reahty of the urban setting in which they iive
This information was obtained by conducting a survey of Hispanic
students. An analys:s was made of the current theones regarding
curriculum development, biingual educatian. and methogs of
teaching forevgn languages The author concluded the following
{1) The three critena of relevancy, adaptability. and organization are
considered vital for the development of curnicula to assure the
gGreatest cumulative effect with reference to leaming expenences
(2) Second language evolution should take into account the first
language learned since the native language hteracy provides the
toundation necessary for effective English language development
(3) Thetechmques used in fiative or dominant language instruction
must be from those used to teach a foreign language

Collection of Data. Four different instruments were used in this
study for data collection from the students: (1) Language
Background Questionnaire, (2) Gesst Picture, Interest Inventory,

. {3) Students’ Problems Questionnaire, (4) Language Assessment &
Battéry. i

{1y The Language Background Questionnaire was used to assess
the demographic data of the linguistic background of the students

(2) TheGerst Picture interest inventory was used to reflect the
interests and aspirations of the stedests Motivating farces behind
occupational choices were identified A hist of 63 items was organized
nto 12 interest areas ’

(3) The Students’ Problems Questionnasre was used 10 elicitthe
main problems of the students around which the language arts
program would be developed This was in accordance withthe
learning theory that pupils learn matenal which they cam associate
with famliar expertences and copcernd. - .

(4) Thescores of the Language Assessment Battery, were used to.
assess the Spanish language reading, writmg, listening
comprehension and speaking, abitities of the bilingual students

The linguistic origin of the population was predominantly Puerto
Rican and Dominican with a rnodu? of ¥68.° .
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- Analysis of Curfrculum Principies The first principle obtained from
the analys:s was the,relevancy of materials. The needs of the students
were an important source of educationat objectives The selection of
themes In the text was based on the students’ mterats_and
aspirations, and their urban setting Iife.

- A second principle used was adaptability. This emphasifes that
the curnculum should be geared to the age level, the psychological
growth, and the language proficiency of the students .

The third principle, organization, was seen in the sequential
progression of matenal fromgoncrete to abstract.

- The Spanish Language Arts Program.The main components of the
program are as follows. students’ text, teacher's guide, and )
diagnostc toots. The students’ text provides a vanety of reading drills,

* and exercises for the development of the students reading and writing
abihties. .

The teacher's guide intludes the objectives and onentation for
each lesson It also includes a general introduction to the process of
developing reading and'wrmng skilis

Tne diagnostic tools incluge a battery of tests at three levels of
language proficiency These tests are intended to diagnose the
students’ abilibes in reading and wriing Spanish, .

This program includes methods and techmiqueswhich are imited
néither to the population of the study nor to the subject matter.
Motivation 18 seen as a Strong too! 1n materials development which
might be apphed in the development of other language matenals

2
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COMMUNICATION SKILLS IN THE INNER CITY: EFFECTS
OF RACE AND/DIALECT ON DECODING OrderNo.8119654

- EDwaARDS. THOMAS OLIVER, PH D City University of New York, 1981
+ 110pp Adwiser Professor Barry J Zimmerman ‘

Many studies have examined issues related to con'gnunlcatuon
skills in young children 'whHe other investigations have expiored and
delineated lingwstic features of young children's speech This Study
integrated research in referential communication and studies of,
dialects, Standard English and Biack English The problem of this
investigation was to determine the effects of race and dialect in

,commuhicative effectiveness It further explored the relationship
among race. dialect and communicative topics associated with the
cultural background of the subjects being examined it was
hypothesized that decoding within race and within dialect would be
more eftective than decoding across dialect or across race It was
further hypothesized that decoding within dialects would be equally
eftective and the decoding of megpages relating to stimul associated
.with one’s background would be more etfective than the decoding of
messages of stimul extrinsic to one's cultural frame of referedce

One hundred-five (105) Black children and fifty (50) White children
between the ages of 8-10 years oid were presented with the Sentence
Repetition Test {Baratz, 1969) which assessed their abtities in
Standard English and Black English Three expenmental groups of
forty (40) each were organized from these resuits Black Black Enghish
speakers, Biack Standard English speakers, and White Standard
English speakers These chiidren decoded Standard English and
Black English messages, presented via tape-recorder, about stimub
that were designated Intrinsic to Ghetto Culture or Extrinsic to Ghetto
Culture. While decoding messages, the children viewed a photograph
of ayoung Black or White woman These photographs served as the

® race of the speaker vanable The children received scores for
* accuracy in decoding and length of response time.

The results of this investigation showed that sex was not a tactorm
communicative effectiveness, race differences had qunimal effects
and dialect differences did significantly influence the com_munlcatlve
effectiveness of both listener and Speaker While Biack and White
children did not differ in tke accuracy rheasure, Black chiidren
required significantty more time to respond to the stimuli whether

-+ presented m Standard English or Black Engipsh Standard Engirsh was
a more effective dialect for decoding even for Blgck English speakers.
Black English speakers nesded more time to respond than both Black
Standard English and White Standard Engiish speakers There were
no significant ditferences reported tor the type of stimuli except that
Black chikdren needed more time to respond Several interactions

ERIC
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were observed among the race and dialect factors.

The more effective performance by the White Standard English
speaking children was explai by their greater sensitivity to
language, and the better perfarmance in Standard Erighsh by all
childreh was attributed to the greater exposure of the children to this
mainstream language. The vanous interactions suggested a
situational context explanation for the use of dialect and stimuli
associated with a cultural frame of reference Several imphications for
education were listed, most notably the consideration of the
additional ime by Black English speaking children to respond

»

ADOLESCENT PROVERB COMPREHENSION: RACIAL
SIMILARITIES AND DIFFERENCES . Order No. 8113261

FISHER, JUDIT ToUGAS, PELD. The Flonda Site Unversity, 1981 87pp.
Major Professor; Edwin H. Smith ~ / '

The problem of this investgation was to determine 1f: (1) there are
differences between black eleventh grade students and white eleventh grade
students 1n the abulity to interpret proverbs, (2) eitherthe socio-economic
stamus of the student or'the educanonal level of the student’s parents has a
sigmificant effect on the ability to interpret proverbs, (3) there are
differences berween the two groups’ (black, white) comprehension of
speafic proverbs. )

_ The populanon was composed of 90 eleventh grade students: 33 black
students and 57 white students. All students had met the cntenon of
functional bteracy as defined by the Flonda Statewide Assessment Test,
Pant I (Commumications Skills Section) :

The instrument used in thas study was The Proverd Test developed by
the researcher The wnstrument was field-tested for relability and vaidity

Four hypotheses were tested. Hypothess one stated that there 15 no
significant dufference between the mean scores of hiterate black eleventh
grade students and terate white eleventh grade students in the ability to
wnterpret proverbs. This hypothesis was tested, along with theses two
and three, 1n an analysss of covanates The null hypothesis wgs rejected.

Hypothesis two stated that there 1s no sigruficant difference between the
tnean scores on a tést of proverb comprehension of subjects of different
soqo-economuc levels. The null hypothesis was accepted.

Hypothesis three stated that there 1s no signuficant difference between
the mean scores of subjects wath' parents of diffening educational
backgrounds on a test of proverb comprehension. The null hypothesis was
rejected

Hypothesis four stated that there is no difference between the scores of
literate biack eleventh grade students and bterate white eleventh grade
Students on individual proverb items. Thus hypothesis was tesied using a
frequency wble A difference of 10% between the two groups in correctness
of response yas considered significant. The null hypothesis was rejected.

The conclusions from thus study were: (1) that Linguistc charactensucs
associated with race consutute a factor in the ability 1o understand and
apply the common proverb’s used in this study; (2) that family income 1
oot a factor n an adolescent's ability to understand and apply common
proverbs: (3) that educatonal level of the subject’s parents 1§ a factor 1n the
abulity to understand and apply the proverbs used in this study; (4) that

there is a dufference between the racal goups oo individual proverb items

\
LANGUAGE AND BLACK CHILDREN: THE EFFECTS OF
DIALECTS, IN SELECTED PASSAGES O\ BLACK THIRD
GRADERS' READING STRATEGIES AS REVEALED BY ORAL
READING MISCLES ' Order No 8120115

HOBSON CHARLES Davip Pu D Georgia State Unnersity - Coliege of
Educarfon 1981 266pp n

Purpose. The purpose of this studv.was to examine the effects of the .
presence of selected black dualect features 1n two 1y pes of passages on the
reading strategies of pnmarny -grade monodialectal and brcialectal black
children as revealed through analysis of oral reading I investigauon was .
based upon the idea that monodialectical nonstandard Lnglish
speakers/readers and bidialectal, nonstandard English speakers/readers
would differ in their rendenng of the texts oo




-
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Methods and Procedures A repeated measures design with one between
subjects factor and two within subjects factors was used 1n this
invesugation Dralect of subjects (monodialectal and bidialectal) was the
between subjects factor spresence or absence pf selected black dialect
, features in the passages and ongin of passages (folk- farmhar and luerary-
* unfamiliar) were the within subjects factors

From a poql of 83 black chuldren enrolled in Title | programs in pubhc

" schools in the Atantaarea eight were 1Wmonom}eml

speakers/readers and 38 as bidialectal § eaders Eight were chosen
randomly from the 38 to constitute a second group equal 1n number to the
monodialectal speakers/readers Idennficauon of subjects as members of
these groups was accomphshed through a procedure designed specifically
for this study The procedure was examined for validity and rehabihty

Subjects read four passages, one of folk ongin (famihiar) wntten in
siandard English, one of folk ongin wnitten toinclude selected features of
black dialect, one of literany ongin (unfarmihar) wntten in standard Enghsh
and one of literary ongin wntien 1o include selected features of black
dalect To obtain appropnate black dialect features informants residing 10
the area from which subjects were drawn were interviewed and cialect
features discerned. Subsequently these were embedded 1n two of the
passages and 1n the dialects test. Passages were presented 10 random
sequence o subjects and audio tapes were made while subjects read
passages aloud without preparaton of assistance .

The first 25 miscues (reader produced devianons from text) of each
subject’s oral reading were analy zed using four categones of the 1969
Goodman Taxonomy of Miscues Categones were syntactic proximity,
syntacyg acceptability, semanuc prtmmmy and semantc acceptabuity
, Intra-rater reliability was estabhshed for muscue $conng .

Test scores used to place thildren 1n Title I programs constituted a

-£ovanate in the dat analysis procedures (mulnvanate analysis of

covanance) used to analyze miscue data

Results Exammanon of the vahidity of the dialects test-toidentnfy
monodialectal speakers/regders showed the test probably to be invalid

No sigmificant differences were found in the nature or miscues produced
by the hypothencally diffezent subjects

Subjects produced sigmficantly different miscpes in the semannc
proximity categony for the black dialect hiterary passage and the standard
‘Englhish literary passagt For standard Enghsh and black d.:laJect folk
passages, miscue ratings were undifferennated.

Conclusions Because validity was not estabhshed for the dialects test,
that subjects compnsed two gropps (monodialegtal and bidialectal) cannot
be claimed Thus. all subjects must be considered bidialectal
speakers/readers The problem of 1dentfying monodialectal
speakers/readers remains unsolved.

The results of analysis of miscue ratings suggest that presence of dialect
features in wntten text of two types influences bidialectal speakers/readers
i only one way Bidialectal speakers/readers produced miscues in the
black dialect literary passage that were signficantly different from those
produced in the standard Enghsh hterary passage 1n the semantic proxumity
categon only Miscuesin the former were closer in meaning to text items
than were miscues 1n the latter

It 15 speculated that subjects produced closer approximatuons to text

meanings in the black dialect hterary passage because they were able
to draw upon the famihar language features embedded 1n that text to
predici and confirm meaning as they read

t
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CHILDREN'S ACQUISITION OF VARIABLE FEATLRES
Order No. 8116548
Kovac,Cen. Pu D Georgerown Unnersity, 1980 187pp

The goal of the present study »as to 10y estgate the acquisibon of
vanable features within the framework of vananon theory By varwable was
meant vanable wn the adult model, speaifically adult Black Enghish A
companson » 2 made of the speech of chuldren expected to have vanable
features i th¢uadult mode! with the speech of children 1o which the same
features may pe expected to be \anable in the early stages, but mtegonml
in the adu't ghodel
samples of oral language from forty-nioe 3, Sand7yw olds
n 2 population controlled fi race 20d socioeconomic status, the study had
the following objectives: (1) to descnbe the effect of grammancal,
phonological, socio-economuc, stylistic, and age factors on finite be usage of
the subjects: (2) o compare and contrast the behavior of copular forms of
finute be with auxiliary forms of finie be; (3) to compare and contrast

“uncontractible and contractible forms of finite be.

One general conclusion is that contraction and delevon are not
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dependent phological processes in the speech of the Black children, with
the possible exception of the working-class speakers at 7. A second general
conclusion 1s that Pro__environments and NP__énvironment are treated
differenty by the speakers 1o this sample Based on the possibility of mus-
segmentanon, and the virtual lack of full forms, a contraction rule 1s not
postulated 1n Pro-environments for any speakers in the sample, an

- contraction tn NP-environments 1s problemanc. For Black w orking-class

speakers, non-occurrence 1n Pro-environments at S and 7 & accounted for
by alternanon berween ¢ forms and forms that incorporate the be
morpheme The frequency of occurrence of @ forms at these ages siggests
that non-occurrence 1s other than dey elopmental absencé, and 1n
NP__environments, the adult constraint order suggest the operation of a
delenos rule, syntacoe 1o nature For Black muddle- speakers at § and
7, there 1s no evidence of the same kind of alternation berween
"contracted” and ¢ forms Atage 3,1t 1s impossible to separate
developmental ahsence from incipient delenon for either group ¢ forms
with all White speakers are due to developmental absence, with the
excepnon of the working-class speakers at 7, where non-occurrence 1s the
result of peer influence Auxilary constructiong exceed ‘copula ones both in
occurrence and non-occurrence, and an increase w full forms 1s noted from
the )ownt poraon of the mteriey’ to the individual Delenon could only be
seen as a marker of style-shifung for the Black ouddle-class seven-year-
olds s

A DESCRIPTIVE ANALYSIS OF A PROGRAM Of CREATIVE
DRAMATICS WITH A BILINGUAL/BICULTURAL CONTENT
(SPANISH/ENGLISH): IMPLICATIONS FOR ENGLISH ORAL
LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT OF MEXICAN AMERICAN
CHILDRLN Order No. 8113984
MARANON, SUSAN PEARL, PU D University of Colorado ar Boulder, 1980
337pp Duector: Ruchard J. Kraft

Educators and researchers-agree that Mexican Amencan children

expenence more academc success in the U.S school svstem as they
greater command over the oral and wntten language of that school

Studies also indicate that an increase 1n the use of the home language agd

culture 10 the classropm reduces the absentee rate and increases
achievement scores of the Mexican Amencan children. Results of research
show that the use of creative dramancs in classrodm semngs brings about
mpro\ement of oral language fluency in paricipatng chuldren.

The present study 15 an ethnographng descnpnon of a program of
creanve dramancs with a content taken from the hnguisuc and cultural
hentage of the sudents The ctuldren who parbcipated were atiending &
mugrant summer school in northern Colorado The ages observed were 7-8,
11-12 and13-15

By means of classroom observ. Taudio-recordings of creative
dramancs sessions, lafuage use and classroom management surveys,
mteniews, and questonnalres, a descripnon was made of how fluency in
Enghsh was developed by building on Spanish language creatve dramanc
acuvines, as well as exercises done exclusively in Enghsh Acovines based
directly on the home language and culture, such as dramatizaton of
Mexican folktales and improvisanons of events from Mexican hustory, were
the m@st successful, according to the percepuions of those iy olved.

. The study also describes the factors seen 1o be most immporadt for the
success of such 2 program, which are teacher knowledge of the érudents’
language and culture and of theory and techmque of second language
learning Toa lesser extent, knowledge of the creaty dramavcs Pm 5
important

A comparison is drawn between the use of language in the crelnve
dramancs exerases, in the traditiona! classroom, and 1n a classroom
orgamzed around interest centers It was found that the norms of classroom
interaction of the creanve dramancs acovities allow for more continued use
of the language by students than the other two classroom situatons.

* It was concluded that under the appropnate condibons, creanve
dramatics with a bihngual/bicultural content can be a powerful instrument
for the development of fluency in Enghsh for Mexican American migrant
children. .

-
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SELECTED FACTORS ASSOCIATED WITH LOW
ACHIEVEMENT AMONG MEXICAN-AMERICAN COLLEGE
STUDENTS " OrderNo. 8114107
MORAN, PaTmocx Jamzs, Ep.D. University of Northern Colorado, 1981.
12pp.

Purpose of the Study. The
there were educational factors

«
-

purpose of this study was to determine if
in which Mexican-American college
freshmen differed from non-Mexican-Amefican college freshmen. The
factors selected for study were reading , the ability to use verbal

10 express abstract relationships, and a set of. ic factors,
i dinnge.hnpngesspoken.puentaleduaﬁmandmmc.lenmd
Pesidence, and distance of residence from coliege.

Procedures Twenty-gine Mexican-American college freshmen were
comparedmymMcdan'Amenmconegefmshmm&chyoupm
ivi imohxghandlowadﬁcvingsmdensomhebasisofmeimcr

Each student filled ot a background questionnaire and was given
mDmﬁRmdinngFomlAandtheVerbalSimihﬂﬁesmoﬁhe

Wechsler Adult Intelligence Scale (WAIS). A treatment-by-level Analysisof

Variance procedure was used on the iesnng results to determine any
significant differences among the four groups of smidents. Also, aChi- *
square test was used to determine significant differences in background
factors among the four groups.

Summary of the Findings. Salient findings from the research: (1) Noo-
Mexican-American students had significantly higher scores on The Davis
Reading Test, Form 14 than did Mexican-Amencan students. This finding
was true for both high and Jow achieving students. (2) Noo-Mexdin-
American students did nothave sgnficantly higher scores on the Verbal
Similarines test of the WAIS than did Mexican-Amencan college students.
(3) High achieving students (regardless of ethnic identity) had a
significantly hugher score on the Verbal Similarines test of th§ WAIS than
did low achieving students. (4) Almost all Mexican-Amencan students and
their parents hsted Spanish as a language they spoke frequently 1 addibon
1o English Conversely, very few non-Mexican-Amencan susdents spokea
second language. (5) The parents of Mexican-Amencan students included
a substantially larger number who hsted their occupabons as unemployed
or blue collar than did the pareats of non-Mexican-Amencan stdents. ¢
(6) The parents of Mexican-Amencan students had a substantially lower
leve! of education than did the parpass of noa-Mexican- American students.
(7) The residence of Mexican-Amencan students was closer. on sn average,
10 the university where thestudy took than the residence of noo-
Meican-Amencan students.

Concixsions Mexican-American frdhmen had a significantly
lower level ofrazﬁngabﬂitythmdmnon-Mai:n-Amhn freshmen.
However, although Mexican-American freshmen had a lower level of
verbal functiomng than did non-Mexican-Amencan freshmen, 1t was ot

' may'betp:wountfonhediﬁ'enncafwndinmdinubiﬁty. Mexican- |

American students came froch families with fewer economic advantages
than!hemajaitypwuhﬁoncnjoyxAndalmustnllMexiun—American !
students and their parents spoke Spanish. These factors contribute (02 |
mdaldinu!ehwhicbmﬁnueoﬂegemaﬁondosnotseunfasﬂ)&.
and thus less is is placed on preparstion for college. When stu
from this enter college, they find that the podt quality of thei
educational i mdthethninﬁonsiznposedbymciljbakmund
ﬁ‘aquendyhasaninhibiﬁnseﬂ'ea.becm'nnzspedallyaumlin!hcﬁ :
reading. -

Another conclusion s that the ability to speak two languages does oot
seem to affect ability to perceive and express abstract relationships.
There is no evi from this present study that conceptualization is
hampered by bilingual sbility. . J .
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A ~STUDY OF THE $PEAK;“G AND READING DURATIONS ,
Order No, 8125839

OF YOUNG BLACK ADULTS
PAYNE, JoHn ALrme, Pu.D. The Florida State University, 1881, 149pp.'
Major Professor: ‘Anthony/Holbrook v )

The purpose of this suindy was to examine a large m')rmally
speaking population of young black college students in order to
determine the durational characterstics of speaking and reading.

. Further, it was the purpose of this study to make an extensive
comparison of the results of Walker's{1878) study of young white
college students and the results of the current investigation.

In order to accomplish the goals of this research, the exagt
instrumentation, od and procedure reported by Walker (1978)
were empioyed Normative data were reported on the five following
speech durations. (1) Total speaking time which represented the
total time niecegsary for the production of the message.

(2) Articulationt ime which was the total speaking time exclusive of
the pauses (3) Phonation time which was the time that the vocal
folds were agtive in the production of voice (4) Voiceless speech
which was the amount of time sint in voiceless articulation.
. (5) Pause time which was the amount ¢f ime in a message when no
scoustic signal was present )

A total of 120 Native Black Amenican college students served as .
subjects for this study These subjects were undérgraguate studentsy
enrolled at Flonda AAM University and The Florida State University,
60 were males, and 60 were females. All subects used M this study
were judged to be normal with respect to speech, voice &nd hearing,
and they had no formal voice training.” N

Three tasks were required of each subject. These tasks were to
read a standard passage, to converse with the experimenter for three
menutes and to read the written text of their conversational speech

in addition to prowding descriptive data concerningythe
pertormances of the three tasks in terms of durations, rates,
percentages, and ratios for all subjects by race and sex, the following

statistical tests were utilized: analysis of vapance, f test, Newman.
Keuls Multiple Range Test and the Pearson Product Moment
Correiation

The results indicated that there was a significant difference among
the four groups of subjects for all measures except totdl rate of
conversational speech and the reading of the conversational speech
passage. The black male subjects and the white male subjects were
smilar on all measures. The black female subjects had the lowest rate
of speaking and reading and the least pause time The white females .
had the highest rate of speaking and reading and they had the )
gréatest pause time. For all subjects, total speaking and articulation
rates for conversational speech were slower than the same measures
and the same matenal in the reading of the conversational speech
sampie. The total rate$ and the articulation rates for the reading of the
conversafional speech sample were significantly higher than the
readirig and articulabon rates for the reading of the standard passage.

’

THE EFFECTS OF CONTENT SCHEMA ON READING
COMPREHENSION FOR H!SPANIC, BLACK, AND WHITE
CULTURAL GROUPS Order No, 8127684
Scrneck, Jamce VanoenrLoga, Pu.D. University o! Illinois at Urbana-
Champaign, 1681. 146pp. '

This research exmyined the relationship between coritent schema
and reading ehension for fifth- and s.xth-grade readers from
three di ican cultural groups. The primary intent of the
study was to determine whether students would comprehend
culturally familiar reading material betierthan culturally unfamitiar
resding material. Three groups, each comprised of 20 studegl, .

sach of three cultural backgrounds: Hispanic, Black, and
White. Every sfudent read three passages, each constructed to reflect
content peculiar to one each of the thres cultural groups.
Comprehension was measured by cloze performance, free recail, and
responses {o literal and inferential questions. Time 1> complete each
reading task and,oral reading wird recognition aCCUracy was aiso
assesséd. Additionally, students rated the three paseages for degree
of familiarity, interest, snjoyment, reading difficulty, and




. comprehension difficuity.

For participaT's in thes study, the results indicated that cultural
familiarity significantly facilitated comprehension and memory for
cdnnécted discourse Students in each of the three cultural groups
pr_odlced more eorrect information and fewer responses inconsistent
with textual content on their respective culturally familiar passage
than on either of the two less culturally famliar passages. in no
instance did giris and boys differ overall, esther in their
comprehension and memory performance or in their perceptions
about passage attributes The grilhtest degree of variability among
readers occurred when students rated the passages in terms of
nterest, enjoyment, reading difficulty, and comprehension difficulty
In many instances, students' perceptions of these passage .
charactenistics were not reflective of their actual test performance

. .
) t N
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A ‘COMPARATIVE STUDY OF STANDARD AND
NONSTANDARD ENGLISH SYNTACTIC FEATURES IN THE

LANGUAGE OF LOWER SOCIOECONOMIC CHILDREN
A . Order No. 8121862

TrHompsoN, CarOLYN McLenoon, PH D The Ohio State University,
1981 106pp. Adviser Professor Johanna S DeStefano

The purpose of this §tudy was to investigate the standard and
nonstandard Enghsh syntax of lower socioeconomic status black and
white Southernrural children as measured by their responses on
séntence repetition tasks The research was designed to determine
what influence a student’s race, sex, and grade level have on the’ form
of English he or she would utihje when asked to respond to given
sentence repetition tasks of a syntactic nature .

* A limited number of features of standard English syntax were
studied. five being selected for the study These vanables were
copula absence, possessive marker, subject-verb agreement, past
tense marker. and irregular verb form A review of the Iiterature
indicated that these five categories are common areas in which
syntactic diferences between standard English and non-standard
English occur and are prevalent in southern rural speech

A sentence repetition instrument n story form was individually
administered to 120 black and white rural Southern children in grades
two. four. and six Forty students were selected from each grade
represented Sixty of the selected students were male and 60 were
female Sixty were iow income blacks and 60 were low iIncome whites
Consequently. there were 20 representatives of each race and sex at
each grade level.

After all subjects had participated in the study, thesr responses
were categonzed to permit an analysis ot vanance Each of the ive
vanables consisted of five stimulus sentences, making a total of
twenty-five simulus sentences in the instrument .

- If a student's rasponse to a particular shmulus sentence was made

in standard Enghish, it was scored as standardrand given two points

If a student's response was in nonstandard English, it was scored as

nonstandard, and was given one point, Transcriptions were made of

standard and nongtandard responses to permit the investigator to
examing responses

A program for muitipie-classification analysis of vanation was
selected o test the null hypothes:s of no significant difference
between the group means foreach source of vanation--grade levei,
sex, and race

Significant differences were found between races on jhe copula
absence, possessive marker. and subject-verb agreement vanabies,
with whites scoring higher than blacks on these three features. No
significant differences between races were found on the past marker
and irregular verb form variables. The analysis of variance revealed
no significant differences between sexes or grade levels on the five
vanables All students regponded tgthe sentence repgtition tasksin
standard Enghish sentences at least 70% of the ime

*
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A DESCRIPTIVE ANALYSIS OF A PROGRAM OF CREATIVE
DRAMATICS WITH A BILINGUAL/BICULTURAL CONTENT:
THE USE: OF THE MOTHER TONGUE AS A TOOL FOR'
IMPLICATIONS FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF
SELF-CONCEPT (SELF-VIEWS) ON MEXICAN AMER{CAN  °
MIGRANT CHILDREN Order No. 8122338

ToPeTe, Eutimio, PH.D University of Colorado at BoUider, 1981.
351pp. Director. Dr. Leonard Baca

. Statistics show that Mexican American children have among the |
highest drop-out rates in United States pubhic schools. Observatjons
also have.reveaied that iittle use of the home ianguage and culture of
these children has been made in the classroom Researchers and
educators agree that thts may have an adverse effect on the children’s
self-concept and academic achievement

The present study of a program of creative dramatics with a (
piingual/bicultural conteht was undertaken to see if such a program
provides opportunities and alternatives for academic development, as
well as to see in what ways the setf-concept of the children s revealed
n such a program *

The author made an ethnographic study of a creative dramatics
program with Mexican American migrant children This program was
impiemented in Enghsh and Spanish, using historicakand cuitural
content from the background of the participants Three classrooms
were utihzed for this study with one in-depth study classroomina
town in northern Colorado. .

By means of on-site observation, analysis of recordings,
interviews, and questionnaires, it was determined that the students
had a very strong self-concept which was reveaied most markedly
during those creative dramatics activities based on their home
language and culture This fiinding was supported by a selt-views
instrument It was also revealed that students preferred the ethnic
content activities over the mote neutral activities and that intellectual
activity and language development took place to a greater extent in
the ethnically related creative dramatics activities than in neutrat

sactivities '

The conclusions indicate that a creative dramatigs program which
has content from the ethnic and linguistic background of the Mexican
American student, tabght by personnel who have background and
training in the same. can be very effe¢tive in bringing about continued

-inteflectual growth in the students, as well as maintenance of a strong
seff-concept ’ ’

M P
N )

8LACK ENGL!ISH AND THE STANFORD-BINET TEST OF
INTELLIGENCE OrderNo. 8124172
wiLLiams, Dartene Fave, PH D Stanford University, 1881. ’183tpp

The prespnt,study was designed to determine if linguistic and
picTonal bias,existed for black children when tested with the Stanford
Binet Test of inteligence. The study examined two questions
{1) What is the effect of test language--Vernacular Black English  *
(YBE) versus Standard Black English (SBE)--on the IQ scores of black
students?(2) whatisthe eftect’of picture--black versus white--on the
1Q scores of black students? - .

The test instruments used for this study were the Production Test
and one of two versions of the Stanford-Binet Test of Intelhgence--the
SBE version or the VBE vergon These tests were administered to 240
black children within the age range of six thrgugh tweive years Each
student was assigned to one of three language dominance groups--

. VBE Dominant, SBE Dominant, or Balanced Dominant.-for their
performance on the Production Test

The overall Cronbach Alpha testreliability was 90 and the overall
Standardized ltem Alpha wias .89 This is consistent with the ¢ -

_demonstrated reliability of the standard version of thé Stantord-Binet

- -

. -
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« Test of Intelligence. .
< A stepwise multipie regression an is was caicuiated to .

determine the reiative influ of chmogk. al age, picture,

language version, and domjfance (VBE Dgminance. SBE Dominance,
* and Balanced Dominanee) on the IQ scores of biack students A
reasonable approximation of the overall influence of these variables “°
can be obtained “}'ith two of the variables--chronological age and
picture. These two variabies accounted for 25% of the vaniance of 1Q
scores {2 = .25). - ) .

A two-way analysis of variance with a correction for unequal
numbers of subjects in the cell groups was usgd ta determine the
results of the study,and the answers to the questions posed earher.
The results indicated that the language vers:on presented to VBE
Dominant-speaking students did explain a significant proportion of
the variance n1Q sgores, p < 001 The language version presented to
the SBE Dominant:-speaking students shoyed an nsignificant effect
of language. p> 05 The Balanced Domihant speakers demonstrated
an insignificant mam effect of ianguage version, p> .05
., The picture treatment pgovidedjthe following resuits. The VBE
Dominant speakers exhibited a main effect of picture which w
insignificant However, the VBE Dominant speakers who were tested
with th® VBE version of the Stanford-Binet using pictures which
reflect Afro-American culture had a mean 1Q score difference 3 61
points higher than VBE Dominant speakers who were given the VBE
version of the test with pictures reflecting Anglo-Amencan culture.
The SBE Dominant speakers-mandested a significant main effect with
the picture treaiment, p < 001 In addition, those SBE Dominant-

- speaking Students who were tested with pictures representing EMro-
American culttre had a mean 1Q score which was 15 43 points higher
than those tested with pictures representing Anglo-American culture
The Balanced Dominaht speakers again demonstrated an
insignificant main effect The picture treatment was nsignificant at the
05 level . - - ,

In conclusion, the test language variety does affect the 1Q scores
« of the VBE Dominant-speating students. Thus, language bias does

exist for jhese students when tested usirfg the SBE versionof the .

Stantord-Binet. However, these students perform equally as weft on

tests with pictures which depict Atro- Amencan tulture or Anglo-

Argerican culture N .

he SBE Dominant-speaking students perform equally as well on
tests presented 1n SBE or VBE Theretore, language bias does not
axist forth@se students when tested with either version of the

,  Stanford-Bmet Test of Inteligence However, these students wilt

perform better if these tests have pictures which represent their own

ethnic group, Afro-American culture '

The Balanced Dominant speakers produced msignificant results
with both the language version and the picture treatments Further
lmguustné research is needed regarding the ’x:ed Domnant
spesker and standardized lesting )
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EFFECTS OF ASSIGNED VS. SELF-SELECTED READING UPON
THE SELPCONCEPT, READING ATTITUDE, AND READING
ACHIEVEMENT OF BLACK ELEVENTH GRADE STUDENTS

. o Order No. 8118150
Wi, JosePa H G, Ep D Hofstra University, 1981. 150pp.

Purpose. The purpose of this study was to gain insigh 1nto some of the
variables that contnbute to the reading achievement of black gudents,
namely reading interests, self-concept and reading atntude. .

Procedure Data were obtained from sixty black eleventh grade pupils in
a public school distnct on Long Island, New York. These subjecty had
attained test scores within the 4-6 stanine range or the Metropolitan . «
Achievemert Test. Reading interests were identfied by a Lnterary Interest -
Survey'Scale and a Literary Interest Catalog Self-concept was measured by
the Prers-Hamns Children's Self Concept Scale Reading atntude was
measured by Remmer’s Scale to Measure Atutude Toward Any School
Subject’ Reading achievement was measured by Gates-MacGinine Reading

. Tests - y -~

Each group included thirty pupils randomly assigned jo exther the
treatment or the control group Both groups met for instrucuon for forty-
five munute penods for one semester Both groups were taught by the
mvestgalor who used the same teaching methods, for both groups The
sngular difference between the groups was the matenals used. The control
group used the single text assigned by the schoal distnct, while the
expenimental group used self-selected hiterature, an indicanon of their
reading interests

There was no statistiically sigmificant gain 1n self-concept, reading
atstude, or reading achievement. However, the ancillary findings may have
sigmficance for the classroom teacher

Ancillary Findings First, the comprehension scores on the subtest for
each group were clearly higheg than the vocabulkry scores This may mean
that teachers should spend more ume teaching vocabulary directly
Secondly. 90 pestent of the students 1n the expenmental group expressed

- preference for paperbacks rather than for anthologies. They found

paperback easer to casTy around and more enjoyable to read: theréfore,
paperbacks may be used to promote more reading. Thirdly, the students
chgse "teenage books” as the category they were most mnterested 1n reading

This concurs with the studies done by Strang (1946), Norvel (1950), and *
others who found that teenagers hked 1o read about themselves
Conclustons, Implicanions and Recommendations The conclusions of
this study are based upon the findings which relate to the hypotheses that
M therefore, the only conclusion that may be drawa 1s that the
noept, the reading attitude and the reading achievement of black
students will not necessarjly be impyoved by the use of self-selected -
readings or by the use of assigned readings .
The results-do not 1mply that swdents should not be given freedom of
choice or assigned readings What they do 1mply 1s a need for further study: 4
thereJore, the following recommendauons are made: (1) A broader
defimuon of interests should be adopted and uuhzed. This investigator
discovered at least three different interests'. (a) reading mteresiswhich are *
‘pooks that attract and hold a reader’s attention such as a good mystery
story; (b) vocational interests which may be permanent because they are a
Bfe-long goal of the student: and (c) exisnng mterests which may be
temporaty For example, a student may dishike reading. but he has an
wnterest 1n karate, he may begin to want to read if he is given a book on
karate Theé teacher must capitalize on all of these mterests, not just ggading

- mteregs (2) If this study 1s rephicated, 1 1s suggested that reading skills be

taught also, because interest without skill appears to be inadequate to meet
the educational needs of students. (3) Fnally, from a study-of the related
hterature, a clear pattern emerged which this investigator has tentatively
labelled: “Substrata Factors of Reading Falure in Black Students.” 1n this
substrata, poverty contnbuyies to low verbal and nteliectual stimulation:
low inteliectual shmulation contributes 1o poor seif-concept; poor self-
concept generates negative yuiitdes: and low teacher expectation serves 1o
. compound the problem. Futther invesugatipn of this sequence of events is'
recommended. g
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