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This bibliogrqphy has been compiled as part of a continuing series designed

to make information on relevant dissertations available to users of the ERIC

system. Monthly issues of Dissertation Abstracts International are reviewed in

order to compile abstracts of dissertations on related topic's, which thus

become accessible in searches of the ERIC data base. Ordering information for

the dissertations themselves is included at the end of the bibliography.

Abstracts of the following dissertations are included in this collection:

Andrews, Jane A. Bauer
A STUDY OF THIRD AND FOURTH GRADE
GIFTED STUDENTS' READING ACHIEVE-
MENT AND ITS RELATIONSHIP TOrTHEIR
SELF-CONCEPT

Blomenberg, Paula Marie
A COMPARISON STUDY OF SELECTED CON-
TEXTUAL VARIABLES IN INDIANA IN
1944-1945 AND 1976 IN VIEW OF THEIR
RZLEVANCE TO THE READING ACHIEVEMENT
OF ST:TH AND TENTH GRADE STUDENTS

Bondi, Edith Friedlaender
DESCRIPTIVE HISTORICAL BACKGROUND
AND POSSIBLE FACTORS AFFECTING
READING ALOUD

Britti, Nirmala G.
EFFECTS OF EXAMPLES AS CONTEXT ON
LEARNING NEW INFORMATION FROM
EXPOSITORY MATERIALS

Egan, Margaret Thezzaa
PERCEIVED TEACHER EFFORT AND STUDENT
ACHIEVEMENT IN READING

Ford, Karyn Marie
THE EFFECT OF TEAM TEACHING UPON
ACHIEVEMENT IN AND ATTITUDE TOWARD
MATHEMATICS AND ENGLISH

Frasch, Clifford Allan
THE CONCEPT FORMATION PERFORMANCE OF
ACHIEVING AND NON-ACHIEVING READERS
IN THE FIRST, SECOND, THIRD AND FIFTH
GRADES
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Gamble, Margaret Jones
THE HOME ENVIRONMENT AND ITS RELATION-
SHIP TO LATER ACHIEVEMENT IN READING
COMPREHENSION IN RURAL SOUTH CAROLINA

Hayes, Virginia B.
A STUDY OF THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN
SELECTED LEARNING INDEPENDENCE CHAR-
ACTERISTICS OF THIRD-GRADE STUDENTS
AND THEIR READING ACHIEVEMENT

Jacobson, Kerry Ray
THE RELATIONSHIP OF INDIVIDUAL STUDENT
TIME ALLOCATION TO READING AND MATHE-
MATICS ACHIEVEMENT

Kelley, Linda Louise
A COMBINED EXPERIMENTAL AND DESCRIPTIVE
STUDY OF THE EFFECT OF MUSIC ON READING
AND LANGUAGE

Lasater, Jesse Claude
AN INVESTIGATION INTO THE EFFECT OF
TEACHER EFFECTIVENESS TRAINING UPON
STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT IN READING AND
MATHEMATICS

Lincoln, Robert Douglas
THE EFFECT OF SINGLE-GRADE AND
MULTI-GRADE PRIMARY SCHOOL CLASSROOMS
ON READING ACHIEVEMENT OF CHILDREN

Margolies, Audrey Gold
THE EFFECT OF FAMILY ENVIRONMENT ON
ELEMENTARY SCHOOL CHILDREN'S READING
ACHIEVEMENT



0

(O'Leary, Patricia Josephine Johnson
PEER INFLUENCE AS A FACTOR IN STUDENT
READING PREFERENCES

Petkofsky, Ruth'Bard
THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN AURAL CLOZE,
PIAGETIAN SPATIAL CONCEPTS, AND READING
ACHIEVEMENT AT FIRST GRADE LEVEL

Pizzo, Jeanne Sottile
AN INVESTIGATION OF THE' RELATIONSHIP
BETWEFS SELECTED ACOUSTIC ENVIRON-
MENTS AND SOUND. AN ELEMENT OF LEARN-
ING STYLE, AS THEY AFFECT SIXTH -GRADE
STUDENTS' READING-ACHIEVEMENT AND

. ATTITUDES

Richardson, Kim Margaret
THE RELATIONSHIP OF SELECTED VISUAL
PERCEPTION ABILITIES TO THE READING
ACHIEVEMENT OF FIRST GRADE STUDENTS

Rodgers, Cathy Allyn
USING A COMPARATIVE ADVANCE ORGANIZER:
THE EFFECT OF IDENTIFIED RELATIONSHIPS
ON STUDENTS' EXPECTANCY FOR SUCCESS

Simpkins, Lyla Joyce Layne
EFFECTS OF ADJUSTED TEACHING STRATEGIES
ON READING ACHIEVEMENT OF IMPULSIVE
THIRD GRADE STUDENTS

Sousa, Maria DeFatima Guerra
-SELF-CQNCEPT, ANXIETY AND LEARNING
FROM READING

Thompson, Barbara Jean
PARENTS' PERCEPTIONS OF THEIR ROLES
AND NEEDS AS RELATED TO THEIR CHILD-
REN'X READING DEVELOPMENT
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A STUDY OF THIRD AND FOURTH GRADE GIFTED
STUDENTS' READING ACHIEVEMENT AND ITS
RELATIONSHIP TO THEIR SELF-CONCEPT

Order No. 8122587
Amonws, JANE A. BAUER, Eo.D. The University of Nebraska - Uncol n.
1081. 85pp. Adviser: 0. W. Kopp

The purpose of the study was to determine if there was a
difference in self - concept of two groups of gifted students: (1) third
and fourth grads students who were identified as gifted achievers in
reading and (2) third and fourth grade students who were identified
as gifted underachievers In reading.

Forty subjects were selected from five elementary schools. They
were randomly selected from a pool of ninety-four gifted students who
had at lead an intelligence quotient of 133on the Slosson Intelligence
Test or at bast 134 on the Stanford-Binet Intelligence Scale.

The forty gifted students were identified as gifted achievers or
gifted underachievers in reading based on the stanine scores taken
from the 11577-1978 Metropolitan Achievement Test. Those who
placed lathe eighth or ninth stanines on all reading areas were
idenfilied as achievers in reading. Those who placed in the seventh
Mark* in one or more skill areas were identified as underachievers.

Dais for the sets - concept was collected by administration of an
oral sell - concept inventory developed by Dinkmeyer. The data was
analyzed In terms of the following hypothesis: -lifted third and fourth
grade ashlevers in reading will score-higher on the self-concept
meseure than gifted underachievers m reading. Fishers Test for
anornsieled data was used and t was significant at p < .025. Given
that the mean self-concept score was higher for achievers than
underachievers in readrng, the hypothesis was validated.

encArsions. The results of the current study suggest that Moe
ulna significant relationship between reading achievement and self-
concept in gifted students. The nature of the relationship in terms of
cause and effects remains uncertain. The question needs to be cased
as to whether the gifted underachiever's performance is directly

'related to a low sell-cone 0t or whether chronic underachievement
precipitated the low tall-concept. This needs to be examined, while
'negating the academic achievement depends upon complex
interrelationships between intelligence, personality, social class
-velum pew relationships, parental environment, and school
environment. Each case needs to be considered and evaluated on an
individual basis.

In order to discern the nature and extent of each student's
problem, educators would want to consider the scope. the duration,
the effects of the problem, and the gap existing between aptitude and
achievement. Based on these findings the school would need to
consider the following questions: (1) Is an intervention program
warranme If 50, would individual counseling, group counseling,
Parent involvement or some other form of intervention hold the
prosiest promise for providing successful intervention? (2) Does it
appear that the root of the problem is so deeply embedded that
referral or collaboration with other professionals is warranted,
(3) Would the student profit by modifying the content of the material,
the method of instruction, the nat'ire of the learning environment, or a
ccmbination of the three? -

Whatever steps are taken, a humanistic approach is of the utmost
importance in helping underachievers feel better about themselves
and their performance.

A COMPARISON STUDY- OF SELECTED CONTEXTUAL
VARIABLES L"4 INDIAN, IN 19441945 AND 1976 IN VIEW OF
MEEK RELEVANCE TO THE READING AC}UEVEME OF
See '111 AND TENTH GRADE STUDENTS Order No. 8114937

Bun4311InG, Pau Mum Eo.D. Indiana University,19111. 174pp.
Charm= Dr. Roger Farr

Reaerchers, the public, and the media have focused considerable
geodes on the comparisocf reading achievement over time.
Ilefortuately, these comparisons have prbnarily examined test scores and
amded Is ignore corresponding study of contatual factors. A thorough
deecripdon ridge factors would contribute to a better understanding of
the two periods and perhaps indicate whether substantive chews in
aribles was intenelated and responsive td changing societal needs.

A taut comparison study of the reading achievement of Indiana
sodas (Fan Fay, & Negley, 1978) is an example of one of there'd*
useds Mins that primarily examined test more data. This only provided
as maw opportunity for a study to be made of the contexts in Was
direIng MOM and 1976, the two periods when students were unwed.
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As emergent warlike design was adopted. This design is one in which -
variables were determined as the data were gathered and analyzed. Because
a seemingly infinite array of contextual variables was identified dein' the
data collection process. parameters had to be set to make the study feasible.
Four guidelines to select variables were developed and a rationale for each
establithed.

Application of the first three guidelines elected 143 variables.
Application of the fourth giddeline-avaiebility of data about a variable
frogs both periods-eliminated 83 orthee variables. Thus, the final variable
1st included 55 variables. These were enniped in clusters for reporting
purposes=-demogsphic andlocioeconomic factors: characteristic of the
schools, waders. and pupils: and characteristics of the curricula. The data
were collected through two qualitative methods-content analysis demises
documents such as state and federal government reports and inteiviews-
and validated through the process of tdangulation

The findings of the study support four major conclusions that have
impanels for future research. First, substantial changes were found
between the 1940s and 1970s in all 65 contextual variables investigated. ft is
recommended that other important contextual variables should be 'aged

itjs linkable the they evidenced similar dianges. Investigating
additional variables will yield an even more comprehensive description of
the kikential contexts in which learning takes place.

Semi. comparison studies of achievement that rely on test scores in
legates and ignore corresponding study of the contexts do not yield
inform adon of valid use for purposes such as deciding policies or judging
the condition of education because of the substantial danger in the
contexts, the complex interrelationship among the contextual variables. and
inability to establish causal relationships between variables and
achievement It is recommended that comparison studies should only be
conducted when a rich description of the "then and now" contexts is
included and targeted reasons has e been established for the investigation.

Third, major differences were noted in the variables not only between ,e)
periods but also within each period. The complex Interrelationship and the
cheesy make it impossible to parcel out educational achievement thaw
the idler verables and seedy it la beiges. k is nommoded due dna
about the costaind eariebiss be solessd asseunsidy ie say schirmosst
study.

Flunk this intik es peisides as ahetiatiss imam tere..th
bemuse data were induced that had been collected by both qualitativ aid
mandetive inquiry techniques. It is recommended that resembles desdi
we 'Sanative methods in tandem when studying aspects of eidscodea.

This study dearly indicates that schools in Indiana were reams*, ID
the socked seeds of each period. Since schools are to serve many.
American stone and educaton must continue to adjust and Meet the
current needs of:0day.

DESCRIPTIVE HISTORICAL BACKGROUND AND POSSIBLE
FACTORS AFFECTING READING ALOUD Order No. 1116155

Boni, EDITH FlUEDIALNDEI. PH.D. East Texas State Universiry. 1911
111pp. Adviser: Mary L Jernigan

Purpose of th Study. The major purpose of this study was (1) to
determine the essent features of practices for reading aloud during the
period 1966 to 1980,(2) to describe factors that affect reading aloud
proficiency. (3) to make recommendations for a systematic reading aloud
program in elementary cumaila, and (4). to provide suggestions for the
most promising avenues of further research in oral reading.

Procedure The 1966 to 1980 period was divided into five tune periods.
Professional literature on oral reading was surveyed for articles and/or
studies pertaining to oral reading. Obtained information was catalogued
into the categories of practices in oral reading and factors affecting mil
reading proficiency. Based upon the specific purpose, this information was
then catalogued into three distinct practices and three distinct categories of
factors. The three psalms were catalogued as Instruction and Diagnosis,
Communication, and Fine Arts. The three categories of factors were
catalogued as Symbols, Physical Behmioral. and Transmission Factors. The
resulting information was analyzed and recorded with and across the time
periods used for the study.

Findings L Three major functions of reading aloud occurred during the
period of 1966 to 1980. (A) The functions were instruction in reading and
diagnosis of student performance such as: omissions. substitutions,
repetitions, insertions. reversals, other perception skills, and comprehension
Oche printed page, while reading aloud. (B) The functions were
communication techniques of oral expression, speed, listening, breathing,
inhalation, or pitch tb strengthen cotrununicaton with choral reading,
reading prepared stories, sharing book reports, poetry, and puppetry, while
mad* aloud. (C) The functions were fine arts performances in music,
literature, drama and theatre, combined with leading aloud. II. Three



or ertes of functions were died as possibly affecting reading aloud
pii.cy. The (A) One category represented symbols. (B) One category
tspnssetid ph}sical behavioral factors. (C) One Legory represented

factors.

lortluII,endazIoJrL As a result of the study of reading ak,uipmacas
O*Ihe following recommendations for futurt research am
piteented (1) The development ofa systematic prograp of oral resdini in
dsmentasy sdtool curricola. (2) The study of the impact of readng alcuiL
es rasden' comprehension and retention. (3) The study of the effecis 01.
internal factors on thé-eading aloud process. such as swden!c five senses.
(4) The stud' of external factors affeczing reading aloud process, suth as
pcizuie, ome, symbols. iglu, and color.

EFFECTS OF EXAMPLES As CONTEXT ON LEARNJNG NEW
$FORMATION FROM EXPOSITORY MATERIALS

Order No. 8121552
Dmrri, NIIwALA G., Pii.D. University of Illinois at Urbana-Chathpalgn,
1.51. 1Spp.

Two studies are repoiled dealing with the effects of cont'xt on
reading ccmprehegision and information gain of fifth graders using
aspoaiksy materials. In Experinent 1. the simple physical science
prInciple 0 pulleys was presented le three dillerent forms. For Ste

In the no-context condition, the principle was explained with
.ssas.mpIs. In the ether two conditions, the pag described
pulleys ona component pt of construction cranes and fence
Iplrlers. Since most of the subjects knew about construction
cranes. but did not know about fence tigh'ene the former was

St. familiar example context condition and the latter became
Js unlwillar example context condition. Subiecta' existing
knowladgs of the principle of pulleys was tested three weeks prior to-- .lionCf the passage.

Rssu*s of Experiment I indicated that sublects in the no-context
condition performed significantly belier on a free recall measure and
Ofl $ ten item short answer test than subects in the familiai example
end unfamiliar example context condiions. They also gained
iqnl*candj more Information about pulleys. It was found that
a*focte-wlth less prior knowledge of pulleys gained significantly
More Information about pulleys than subjects with more prior
letowistigs of pulleys but only for Questions testing ilterel.
co,lsneion. With inference questions, ubjecta with high prior
heoududge p1 pulleys performed better than those with low prior

in psrimenl 2, three versions of passnges deahng with puIss
and gears were constructed, namely, a no-context version, a familiar
siample context version and a fictitious example context version. In

*famiusr example context condition, the principle of pulleysw
gears were presented as a part of construction cranes andicyclas

In the fictitious example context condition, the same
prkGiplss were explained as pwt* of strangetodle used by Martlans

rfain perceptual changes were included to eliminate possible
sstrdnsous tactors contributing to the results of Experiment 1.

sulle of Experiment 2 complemented thoee of Experiment 1. For
msseutes. the mean of the no-context condition was higher than

Stat for the ottter'two conditions, and it was significantly so for the
busmc measu

te conclusion, it would seem that filth grarlars can learn more
li1orr.sn about a novel scientific concept 4,en It is presented
dfrsc*Iy without the contextual support of an example. Poadibly what
fteI4isns in the contextual conditions is that the young Iearnerh.s a

thcu* time extracting the new and relevant information from an
example.

criv TEAa(ER FO1T AND STUDENT
AOflEVDZT READL'4G Order No. ShI15

gajr, MaacaarrThmra. taD. YahIw Unlvessi1%L 196pp.
' Thlsdy Inveslpted the reladondiip between perceived teacher

sstandievementln reaiTg m*dywaspsrt1ya
of BlaW*(1975)lnteadpdos of ter effon-tiudent

a....ant relationthlpsia a New England schopi S)1 BloWs findings
MMthe theory thetather effort in t"ng Is associated with

aeeseatinrsading.
The pivady wasconducted with an wt'sn nonpublic school

; ofanidents and tàihen Is New York State. Tweutyiix
rated their percepdoes of 139 testhen'mon on The Tther

inEasding. The reading scorns 0(2,071 thIrd through &'p
grndedmia in TIdeland Neodrie 1 IchOolewere aloneteninad.

Th. ques ons explored in the sudy were: (1)1* there a signIfn
difference between the reading athieement scores of students in self
contained classes mdi randonily chosen qomarisoc sample of lWdliiis
from cross-class groups at the upper primary and middle grade levels
(2)1* there a iigniAint dlffpence between the reading achievement scores
of upper primary and muddle grade students? (3) Is there a cign1ovi1
difference between the readinj achiesement scores of students of high
short arid low efforf teachers at the upper primary and middle gild. levels?
(4)J there a signifrant differeoc between the reading adieventeut scores
of students in ri. 1*64 Nonmle 1 schools? Will there be signifint
differences between the scores of students of highdon and low effort
teachers within Thin land Nonutle 1 schools!

A brwyaualyde 0(oi d ths
and at dons 0(the udinJpra waleb Thede loblediseede 079 SEA

ss the independent variables were wf grad. l.
- don and mident SES. The two covariates were the 197$ SEA

'scores and zs of teacher experience
The findings of the dita analysis in'fr'ted nky iignlat

divone between the reading achievement scores olmidrees ins
''ed dascas and the crore-c aimparanas minpie. There a
Ij!d&IRI difference between the reading scoemofupper puy and
flddi grade students. High tnsther effort In I.riiing reading. as
through priadpsW istings, was øwny tignifrnr in fostering higher
atnd reading ses eapecthally at the middle grade level 'Mere di. gr
peabite dect was obarivet The ne$atie dects of low effort rArde(
were more pzinced at the upper plunamy grade leveL There a
stM1'frfly difference between the reading ,catezorl'els ld
Nondle 1 vndi.Ms. In addition, there was asignilcant dfferencebmi4tu
the mires o(wid.n o(higbeffcst and low effort teachers within the Tide
1 çe only. The co&e, years of teether ezpuience was ap& in
its relodooship to midents' levenseot scores.

The findingso(the study hgve suggested that teedier effort in madl.g I
consistently asc'mated with _ " achievement Ibeth results lend
additiooal credlhty to theories that emphasize the inponance of the
teether variable in rding. Tht the atudy has itnponantanpbcadom
the 1e'ion and Ixilning of teachers.

THE EFFECT OF TEAM TEACHL'cG UPON ACHWVEMENT IN
AND AlTITUDE TOi MATHEMATICS AND ENGLISH

Order No. 5117231

FOlD. JcAars .t4Ra, PH P Michigan Sthie lJn:versil. 1981 101pp.

Team teaching. which grew from the teacher shortage of the 1950's and
survived the shift to reacher surplus. has proved to be an enduring
innovation: yet, ats support has been derived more from affirmation than
through validation based on empirical evidence Supporters of the team
approach claim that it p;omotes development of a posuiveatutude toward
subject while sustaining cognrn'.e achievement This study was an attempt
to ea aLuate the efl'ecu' eness of the team teaching method versus the
traditional method in adancing student achievement and evolving a
positive attitude toward subject in mathematics and E.aglish so that more
informed decisions regarding the continuation of the team environment in
the Linden Senior Hgh School could be made

A review of the literature intimated that no clear or cor.sistent dan
existed to support or refute that team teaching is superior to traditional
teaching in promoting superior cogmllv or affective outcomes

The instrumentation utilized in tins study to ascertain cognitive growth
and data on attitudes toward subject consisted of the SRA Achievement
Series, fornis E and F/Red Level, mathematics and English subtests, and
the Youth Questionnaire

The subjects used in the study were freshmen students randomly
whedu)ed by computer into the team or traditional sections of mathematics
orEnglish

The English team taught group evidenced consistently lower
achievement than did the English traditionally iaught group in all subiest
arias. The team teaching envirownent affected less2r achievement at a
agnificunt level in reading and in vocabulary when the data were analyzed
for the total treatment group

in mathematics, the traditional environment produce4 higher
achievement in math concepts than did the team teaching environment, but
not at a significant level Achievement did prove significant in math
computation when the data were analyzed for the total treatment group
whh the team taught group regressing more severely than the traditional

The results from the Youth Questionnaire failed to provide conclusive
evidence thai. either environment affected attitude change at a significant
level except for a negative change in the team taught £tudenls' attitude
toward the importance of high grades in English, which nas signiflomt,
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when analyzed for the total group Responses from both treatment groups
is Erighsh and mathematics clustered in the average to below average

fallte study evidenced little significant difference between the team
ought and the utditionally taught ancients in either achievement or
feelings of competency in subject The tendency for the team taught group
in achieve less and for the traditional group to have more positive attitudes
was consistent in both mathematics and English The study intimated that
the team environment was less successful than the traditional environment
is producing cognitive or affective growth. although not at statistically
asnificant levels except in isolated subust areas

THE comcgpT FORMATION PERFORMANCE OF ACHIEVING
AND NON-ACHIEVING READERS IN THE FIRST, SECOND,
THIRD AND FIFTH GRADES Order No.81 158/2
FRAM.. &nom ALLAN, Pii.D. Temple University, 1980. 130Pla
tileicir Adviser: Dr. Elizabeth Davis

The awjor purposes of this study are to determine if there are any
di orena@ in the ability of high intelligence and average intelligence
1Whisditoreaders and high iMelligence and average intelligence non-
achieving readers to form concepts, and to respond at concrete,
functional and abstract levels and in their tendencies to be rigid or
fleadgewhen presented with a new conceptual task. Subjects for this
gaudy senctessified as achieving and non-achieving readers
degelliatinoon their performance on both an informal and a
alendardiesd measure otareading. The subjects were selected from
MS bet, second, third and fifth grade population of an urban school
dishictfnihe Mid- Atlantic states. The final sample consisted of 25
achieving and 25 non achieving raiders from each grade level who
werettivided into four groups according to intelligence. The Gelb-
Goletiebteleigt-Scheorer Object Sorting Test (1941) and the Gelb.
bbeigl-Schserer Color Form Sorting Test (1941) were used to measure
Performance concept formation.-the Similarities subtast of the WISC
(MO wee used to measure verbal concept formation.

Roues. Within the limitations of this investigation. the groups of
achieving and non-achieving readers in the first, second, third and
Nth grades did not differ statistically on the verbal and performance
moilieweed concept formation employed in this study. Therefore, the
it hypotheses were not rejected.

Conclusions. Within each grade the groups of achieving and non
achieving readers, grouped according to intelligence, seem to be
more aim than different in terms of their concept formation when the
mewl* ci their responses were analyzed statistically. Noteworthy
trends were found, however, that suggest that differences exist
between achieving and non-achieving readers in their ability to term
concepts and in their ability to conceptualize at levels measured In
this invesligabon that may be of practical value. -

Object Sorting Test. (1) Achieving readers in all of the grades tend
to mike conceptualizations on the abstract level more frequently than
dcrnonachieving readers who tend to make conceptualizations oo
the concrete level more frequently -than do achieving readers. (2) The
nonachieving readers in all of the grades tend to make incorrect

.sorlings ci objects and give incorrect verbalizations for their siftings
mom frequently than achieving readers.

Similarities fru:stoat of Me WISC. (1) The achieving raaders in all of
the grades tend to make conceptualizations on the abstract level
more frequently than do non-achieving readers and the nonachievino

feeders kis all of the grades tend to nuke conceptualizations on the
concrete level more frequency Man do achieving waders.
(2) Achimiing readers in the fifth grade tend to make correct
verbal:atlas more frequently than nonachieving readeri in the fifth
grade.

Color Form Test. (1) Non-achieving readers tend to respond to the
concrete aspects of each of the objects,more frequently,than
a:hitting readers. (2) Achieving readers in the first, second and third
grades land to note the common characteristics of all of the objects
more frequently than non-achieving readers. (3) Achieving readers in
fill of the grades were more flexible in shifting to a new ire of
rowing than non-achieving readers.

THE HOME ENVIRONMENT AND ITS RELATIONSHIP TO
LATER ACHIEVEMENT IN READING COMPREHENSION IN
RURAL SOUTH CAROLINA Order No. 8123413
GAIMILE, Mani:taw Jones, Fai.D. University of South Can:dine, 1981
54pp.

This study examined th me environment and its relationship to
the cfald's later achievement in reading comprehension..

The sample for this study was comprisecof seventy-two fourth
grade children presently attending an elementary school in rural
Clarendon County, South Carolina. The investigator requested and
was granted permission to conduct the study using the entire fourth
grade population as the sample.

A letter of explanation, along with the Parent Information
auestionnaire and Home Support Inventory, was senthorne to the
parings) of all fourth grade children who had on file a score on the
comprehension section of the reading test of the Comprehensive
Tests of Basic Skills.

The Pearson Product Moment Correlation Statistical Proceduta
was used to test the six hypotheses in the study. The first and second
hypotheses, which predicted a positive relationship between
achievement in reading comprehension and levels of income and
education of the parent(s), were upheld by the data Statistically
significant inverse relationships were indicated between
compnehensisin scores and family size end birth order, as predicted
by hypotheses three ardfour. The fifth hypothesis which predicted $7
pollee relationship between comprehension scores and the
subject's involvement in a preschool program was also upheld by flu
date.

TM only hypothesis not supported by,lhe data was hypothesis six.
No statistically significant relationship was revealed between
comprehension scores and home capport by the parents. As the level
of home support increased there was not a corresponding increase in
reading comprehension scones. Although the study found no
cterroponding increases, the results do not necesswily conclude that
the home environment is Insignificant to achievement in reading
comprehension. Theitenis on the Home Support hvotritory did not
address the qualitative aspects of the home environment which
previous studies have shown to be timnificantly related to
achievement. Specifically, information with respect to the qualitative
aspects of parent-child ihteractions was not addressed in the mow
study. Therefore, one may conclude from the results that in the
particular setting in which this study was conducted, the items on the
Hoene Support Inventory, as a whole, were not significantly misled to
later achievement in reading comprehension.

A STUDY OF THE RELaTIONSHIP BETWEEN SELECTED
LEARNING INDEPENDENCE CHARACTERISTICS OF THIRD-
GRADE STLDENTS AND THEIR READING ACHIEENIEST

Order Ne.11114518

HAYES, %Mom B.. ED. D. The University of North Carolina at Greensboro,
1980. 210pP Director: Dr. Barbara D. kodt

The purpose of this study was to develop a scale to measure the learning
independence cf ihird-grade students and to determine the relatimships
between the in dependence measure and the student %enables %tads Poulos.
reading performance, intelligence. sex, educatiqnal level of mother. and
income level of parents. Another purple of the study was to determine the

-relationship between personality traits uf teechers si two variables:
Laming Independence Scale (US) scone assip ' Students by the
teachers and reading scores obtained by student, undarctized reading
NIL

The subjects were littiurd-grade students red eight classroom
teachers. Sipdenu weft rated by their teachers on 23 indicators of 0
independence The classroom teachers were administered a personality
profile. Demographic data °mined from school records included IQ. sea,
educational level of mother, income level of parents, and reading scale
score from the California Achievement Test.

Descriptive statistics were er ployed to describe the variables in terms
.of a measure of central tendency (mean) and %anability (standard
deviation). The analysis of variance prodedure in conjunction with
Duncan's Multiple Range Test was employed to test the significance of
differences between and among groups for the educational level gantries
and the income level of parents. Correlational statistics tre used to obtain
reliability coefficients and to determine internal consistency for the
Learning Independence Scale. Regression analysis was employed to
examine the relationship between the variables to determine whether
combinations tithe variables could be used to predict reading scores and
learning independence.
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The .al.d kt there were stnthcant relationships betwe
Iuig independence raongs asslgIed to students and such facrs at

the meA reading saxes (pC .0001) and otelligence quotients (pC
.Q1). eeducaooeal level of the studezi4 mothers (p < .0001). and the

ls,el of the students' parents (p< .00lrThe study reea]ed that the
W- quctipnts. sri. and educaiona level o!the spadents' mothersk bined to predict learning indePendence raungs of third-grade

ud' and that nipllhence quotients. US ranngs. and sex ofmidens
be ubined to predict the reading peifornane of students.
OIgnthcant correlation was found between the self-reported

pea&hy zaits of teachers and the reading performance of students. A
$g-i relationship was not observed between US ratings and sex of

I

Is onsciusios, the results indicate that teachers can reliably meanire
IearNg independence ofthird grade students. There is a signi&ant
rr'reth between tais measured student uaitftnd the reading
palaonance of students. intelligence quotients, educational level ot
adeats' mothers, and income level of the parents.

THE RElATiONSHIP OF INDIVIDUAL STLDE TLff
A1IOCAI1ON TO READING AND MAThEMATICS I

ACHIEVLMENr O*r No. 8107$39
Mcousos, Kuay Lay, PnD. The Unn'thuy of Wiwoi,sis - Madison,

1910. 2O9 Supervisor: Professor Richard A. Romoillcr

The elliot purpes of this study were: (1) to determine Whether there
e differences in student use oftime in elemental) schooLs; (2) to

demthe whether stwdts who dmrsnela r!!ao4a'ks ,eahlbit giu pats in reading aid m"'
sem d(3) an deemrsthiewbetherthlre we 'quabcy' measures of

It wan b,podu4 t the
p 1* t.svd *sre would be tee4

Students were stratied by aeveril
beth1onI'a,kbIerso determine the relationship of background
shiiiaulekno tin allocation tea.

Th.or hypotheses of the study were: (1) The total number of
Natnu a*identweadsin reading and instruction has so
-dI.*ou' iLoc.dip with that student's gains in reading and matheiea

axles. (2). The total number o(nuPulnsa student it ci inmedmetheni& no 'cant itlatiombipwithtitstu4Ws
lin and nasadievrmenz scores. (3) The total amenu

disstherewhida student receives in reading and matht 3o
"ouidiip with i wlsping in reading and _1w

nulL'
1'.

e onleoted on )0 third-grade students at three separate
____73$e sil$4in duded ci.

t.atztkeeaepsrwepadode dining the 197HOsdool year.
pies wum determined frum pt dpcer-ea On

ofviduce were med to 4mine the betwees
thpç -Ig ande aBcclasr innum Pinmon ,4uot

à4 hut alçii -the inliot hypotheses.___
1beamrbdcouhuloes (1) S1pint difer&reip3$m ohe avaiWileso individual students In 1

Alloed this in resding and Thenimb'
ldI1IIyb3 adioct(3) Saldeats with greeter amm of

s hd 'lØl0t)y greater adievenant gains in
(4) IiI6axdentanr1idwt6e1yiothelTtime"O$dlos. (5) rates in zvadlngd
we*IgnIflcaatly related to the mrdeatsadsoc1 teaher. ad

Theacaislenc atstudenttimeontukin ratdingad
related an the school theaxdenta"de" ('7) Norup'

w greater enosmat of time on task at$biled tigntly gru1.i gaIes in metheuates (I) Individual students zeudved
fferentamounuoftad' time in reading and thlca

m the miat of teether dm a student reved in reading and
reined to student's tber. (10) Lowersbthty level

- rareleed tigalfiosatly' more leaderdee in reading than did thh
ór.edIwraby level swdeo Medhmabthty students received

mope taidermine did high-ability students. (11) The aracitsatof
inubersinean jn4iv4usl endent recdwd in relation to tither swdent
me4sd bydumethod reed to ,k!ulate teeder a. (12) Students wh
pmor _ eunts of waighted mother tine eehibled less acbievwientgan

A COMBJNEIY EXPEkThIENTAIJ AND DE]UP11VE STUDY oc
THE ffFECT OF MIJSC ON READING AND lANGUAGE

Order N.. $117911

Xarzv, Lirma Loutsx, Pn.D. Unv of Peirnry!wthia 1981. 2?Ipp.

Supervisor: Mbrton B loin

A combined experimental and desqiptive study was carried out
explore the effect of music on the reading/language arts perforpisneeof
flntpaders. Children were randomly assigned to one of three grcupt Orf.
Sdiulwerk music, visual arts or control. Following premeasurea, the nuste
and art groups met three times weekly for thirty minutes fromDecember it
Ma

Pie and past measures included psychometric and edumetricnus the
Melrcpohtan Reading Readiness. the Cahfcwnia Test of Basic Skillsand the
Botel Milestones criterion referenced reading test Related areas of
numnesit were metalinguistic awareness, auditoty-visualicm,
following diteclions and concept development by IJWGOOdeflCUIh!HatrLs'
Draw-s-Peison' test. Quantitative findings were freated by ronperLsos

platting end analysis of variance, including mean differences, catijelado.
ad regression analysis with confidence level deernñnatkn.

Quslitative procedures and assomments included docnneitatioe with
kid notes, observations, taped isath child ünervews, monthly work
nuples individual background data and assemnenu for following
desot Qualitative results were neared by retrospective analysis o(kld
iates. interviews, cuerva1icuis and artifacts.

Thom analyses revealed that the music group beganat a statinicafly
in$inIIy lower level that the other two, though undiscriminated by the
Márcpdfltan Reading Readiness test. By the end of the program, they bed
laçcrved to the level ol'the other groups in reading and related ars

Individual analysis of initially poor performers in all three groups
showed that this improvement was not simply a growth spun, but rather
the effect of the music treatment

The regression analysis revealed the strong impact of music untonmo
ci rcep development and reading perfomance, the latter not ata h*
cunfsdere level It also reveale9 a strong, adverse effect of noa-E
home language on reading, overcome only in themusic group. The emil
number of such dilidren here advises treating this result ith caution

Auditory-visual integration asseumenrcompared.sust in three ge
Ike s forsound reproduction, manipulation, and visual coding with
ending stage and meralinguistic awareness, for the music group c.Iy.
Peausders were less successful in all three tasks. Levels of succea aid

aegiea were directly related to stage in nietalinguisic awareness. VinatI
eadieg representation dçmonstzzred increasing levels o(absuactio.*me -

to nwnberto auern Metahnguiszic awarenea results showed theji growth for the music grap, demonstrated in phonics activity, cud
ending and spelling ramples, and language expression.

Retrospective analysis deathbed me effect of music
mondomal skills, tion-sound/sizategy development development
d000rdinauon of mo.laJities, growth in iii f-concept and cooperation

A model for the relationship of nusic to reading is proposed.
Css*iniqg research in the areas of music. psythdlinguistica. audutosy-vistiul
inugrsde and Plagetian theory suggests that the ck4ld's purposeful
ccpiiM structuring of the material incress giccess in reading

kit proposed that music peamplishes this by systematically terMig
thiaound manipulation and sound-to-visual code mapping, by
piovig structure apd organization independent oft phoneawbsd
qasm where the mnca3 noes acts as a syllable. Music provides thin

w1eA of coordinating schemata, where the dUd leans lh.kdlesit
au*e and segment the sound and its visual representation.

Real coadulions are that music shows a.denionsusted pote b
'g ending and language development in the flistgrVle. The
o-*Insd methodologies-quantitative and qualltathe-.are seestiM to
'segthephenomen.. I

s.S INVESTIGATION INTO ThE EFFECt OF TEACHER -.

UVECT1VFtSS TRAA1NG LPON SRDiACHEVF?
r READING AND MATHEMATICS Order No. 1121124.
L.,erru, lena OAuDn, PILD, Georgia StareUnivei1y- College of
t. 1911 UOpp.

?Wpou. The purpose of this study was to detennitie whether or act
a4.s wc*4d scare higher on achievement tests in the aims of imdiurg"
opd mathematics as a result of their exposure to Icachers who had been

stegntically mined to use specific uterpersonaI skills in thesr crooea.
The mother training model used in the study was Thomas Gordon's
Teether Effectiveness Treating (rE!) module which Is designed to machlsa relations skills in a 30'bour program.
MandFit,ce*,rea The subjects In this studywere 259 seventh

and eighth grade students. The students were exposed to machen trained itt
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lIT áweingmmben ranging from woto six The California
omens Ts were administered to each stud mtSs a pretest an

p1 student's monthly personal rate of terming ir reading and is
wu calculated by taking the students raw scores on the pe'etna

the nones by the students age in montt s 1e rsonal rate of
ij. emstdered a predictor ofathievement. wt: un es a covante in,

j thident ath*vrnent pins. Student gain ves determined by
the suadentshMom none from his/her pc*ttest s?ore.

lbs lysis of ccvan*nre sta"" proéedure yes used to analyze
th1&t pin as thçdependeilt variable relative to the personal rate of
hI.J4at the oovanant and the fogowing indepcndent variables:
(11 e toTEr teachers; (2) Economic s'.atus of students; (3) Sm;
(4)I(5)Grade.

Ti *eranalyze the data, tw ay.,Uree-way. and four-way
were analyzed by analysis of covarianre relating exposure so

the variables of giide level. race, sex, and economic status of the

-- 1 The two null hy,othesespresenred in the stud were t*
The data indicates that exposure to TEFuained teachers does

k$$IIIIifr.nt difference in student achievement in the arms of reading

ComMios.s. lbe4gllowing conclusions were drawn from the study
(I) Thee,wasastgnintdifferencsinthemmnpininreading
a*.Jatamms of students thit'ts attributable to their mpo.ureto''

o have been trained in TET. (2) There wasa sijniflcant
in the mean pin in mathematics achievement scores ofstudies

Iutable to their exposure to teachers who have been trained in
1IT.t The data indica' that the more exposure studenst have to TEt
S'!'L the more their pan In reading and mathematics

tests sates. (4) The datao(tbii study sugg'ed that sfli

to mm mOat from esdaeas who showed high levels of
hel1.ithng and rt,eai for their stu'denb. (5) Thu study supported a

W A and Roebuck (1977) whIch concluded that teathezs
_....al skillswese podthely related tomidenas'.duievonent.

featherEffectiveaferTrainilhg *as an elective progizin for training
esthanmore effecthely utilige mzerpepanal skills in the classroom.
(7) lbs a of this suidywere positive and indicated that teachers'

k..u..al skills did have a major influence upon student athievemeataamd math-m.nrc-($ Theda1a-wUested that schooling may have
on sudents' performance in mathematics which were Less

with veebsi skills that parenti might teach orinmulate in the
14! The results of the study suggested that how teachers manage

fundamentally related to stu4ents' progress in the acquisitios ci
haleaUb (10) Group climate appeared to be an important factor in

ThE EFFECT OF SINGLE-GRADE AND MULTI-GRADE
PRIMARY SCHOOL CLASSROOMS ON READING
ACHIEVEMENT OFCHILDREN ' OrderNo.8125455
Leacous, ROssIIT DOUGLAS, Pa4D The University of Connecticut. 1981.
142pp.

The dibate surrounding the advantages of certain vnttic& and
hoe 'organlzabon&'pntterns of elementary schools is nGt new.
OsN.,,Jnatn hether the multi-grade classroom producescOSskill outcomes different froni,t1ose of the single-grade
Maa.om is particularly important at this time of eucatlonaJ

retrenchment.
The purpose of this stu4y are threefold: to fill U's longitudinal

russafch void that exits in the assessment of the cognitive effects 01
school organization on children; to analyze pupil characteristics stiat
in's by school organizstionatpatterns; and to determine

the multi-grade classroom produces reading shill outcomes
dsrsit from those gI the single-grade classroom at the primary
grads levels. A review of the literature demonstrated that Importan
di9cisnciss, including the Hawthorne effect. inadequate research
dedgn/,iatiatIcsI procedures. and ether shoflcothingaexist in the
Inlaid numher of research studies comparing single-grade and multi-
- ciMorooms.

Four hundred two children wto completed grde two In 1971,
197$, end 1979 were the subjects of this study. This is an cx post
incJo comparative study with post-treatment obsgrvntion only utilizing
acohort, nocquivalent group desgnTesls for meaningful
diisncas among groups were performed using anal)iis ci
W4IIIIIOS and ?-tU$t procedures, oUowed by Student-Newman-
Kueiss (SNK) a postarlod comparison of means when warranted.
Certain teetums of multiple regression analysis as well as

statistics provided andltional inerpreta Von ci the data.
The mijor findings of ft's study ,nclude: (1) Reading achisvsment

do not vary significantly frr chlldrin who spisnt first and
-i

second grade in single-grade oIhiultl-grade classrooms. () The
un'arlate F-ratio for the effect of chronological ege (within the grade)
on reading achievement is insignificant. (3) Although iarrowfy
iigniflcant difference favoring multi-grade was detected far alder
dildren within the gTade nq,kther age category produced such
differences. (4) Thd slgnifk-tince of intelligence and sex as predictors
of primary school reading achievemenf is affirmed. (5) Children of low
socioeconomic status'scored,substantially the same in resding as
plupils in the average SES category.

Th. principal implication of this study is that school officials may.
consider the multi-grde primary grade program a viata alternative to
single grades and expect that such placenient will not hindera child's
reading attainment.

THE EFFECT OF FAMILY ENVIRONMENT ON ELEMENTARY
CHOOL CHILDREN'S READING ACHIEVEMENT:

) OrderNo.0124311
Mauoues, AuDeaYGos.D, EoD. Hoistra UnIversity, 1981. iOlpp.

Thin study was an effort to ldentitj, loins factors that influence a
hild% reading. The specific factors investgated Includedbirth oreer,

acceptance and home teerary envirorenent
literature concerning the sheets of birth order, Madly

rehidonehips sod home literary enwonment was analyzed.
The sample conelgted of forty fourth grade cI$Idren chosen from a

ntiddte class Long lelari4parochial school. The sample co&atsd ci
ten first bomFNldlen, six middle born children and twenjy-lour l
born children. The mothers of the children completed the Poflsr
Parental Acceptance Scale and a Home Literary EnvIro,nent
QuestIonnaire conslnictsd by the investIgator.

Findings indicated that first born children scored aignifleosly
4ligher thait last born children in reading-achievement as mienwid by
vocabulary. There was no significant difference In reading

hlsuement measured by comprehension between first birth order
children and other cldldrsn. There were'no significant dlfferenoes -
meenired by vocabulary or cornpreheneidn be ermiddisbieth
ordi' children arid oiler children. There were no significant
dliintnces In reading achievement as measured by vocsbiy or
com,stahenaion between last birth order children and other chun.

Sir-th ardor waaignlflcant ass main effect for reading
achievement measured by vocary. Home literary environment
had no significant main effect and there was no sIgnlhIcar hdergcilon
between birth order and home literary environment for vocabulary.

-There was algnlflcant-lnteraction between home literary
environment said birm order for comprehension. The level 01
comprehension was significantly higher In tl' first born birth order
group when compared to the last birth order group for high, mid or
low home literary environment. The middle birth order children from a
low home literary environment were signifIcantly higher In
comprehension than last birth order children.

There was a significant main effect for reading achievement as
measured by vocabulary for,children whose mothers scored high, mid
or low on the Porter Parental Acceptande Scale- There were no
IgnfficantditIerence in reading achievement as measured by -

co.nprshenslon for children whose mothers scored high, mid or low
on the Porter Parental Acpeptance Scale.

There were no significant differences in reading achievement
measured by vocabulary or comprehension of children whoes prents
scored high, mid or low on the Porter Parental Acceptance Scale and
of those children who came from a high, mid or low home literary
enWonment.

This study suggested that first born children have higher reading
achievement as measured by vocabulary. This study also suggested
that parental acceptance and home literary environment may not be
as important factors in reading achievment as generally amotvied.
Reading achievement may involve other factors suqh as the
influences of television, stress and elements within the school
situation.

The conclusions oss study must be viewed within the limitations
ofthsstudy.

First born children scored significantly higher in reading
achievement as measured by vocabulary than other birth order
childrsn. The level of comprehension was higher In the fifatbirth
order group wh compared to the last birth order group for high, mid
or low home literary environment. Middle birtb order children scored
significantly higher in comprehension than the last birth order
children ',hen measured by home literary environment.

The implications for the classroom teacher are that while birth
order, parental acceptance and home literary environment are
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leftggit to have an elect on reeding achievement. their ellectrney not
be as resat is many leachers think. Thisobady suggested that the
pow of the school environment &well ati the significance of the
felther esas cote* for reading achiever.** rely be greatly

Further studiesstudies are needed to better understand the factors th a.
make t child successful in reading

Pere INFLUENCE AS A ACT011 IN STUDENT READING
PREFERENCES Order No. 8121630*
Mann, PATRICIA JOSEPHINE JOHNSON, Eo.D. University of San =

Francisco, 1981. 186pp. Chairperson: S. Alan Cohen

Stodement OM* Problem. This study examined the degree of
potency diet peer or auttibritiidentity play in influencing emerging
lidelestisits (grades six and eight). Check-out preferences on new
Iftwery books were compared by peer or authority recommendation
sources, siewsaich of the student end the presenter, grade level. sex
and achioNdaltd level of the student.

Procedure. Tc investigate these comparisons, three ix 2 x 2
completely randomized block factorial designs were used. testing
three Iheoreticid hypotfieses: (1 12) youngerstudents. especially
%men would be more influenced by (a) an authority than by a peer
pesentelion. (b) a same-sex than an opposite-sex presentation,
0) higher achieving students would be more influenced by an

lesion than would lower achieving students
of four orders of video-taped book-talk

Onseentedore, given two authority figures and two peers. Subjects
guidon* assigned to one of the four orders of video-talks which were
welt* controlled tb achieve sameness Of script and delivery, by
indicating their 1-4 preferences for future book check-out Score
corwersios, based on three interval scales, (Peer-Authority-PA. Sex-
Mitch-aM, and combined Peenauthority/Sex-Match-PASM) prepared
leans& for chi-square cross tabulations by grade level (6 s 8), sex (M

F) and achievement (Hi & Le). Then three factorial ANOVAS based
Pie lime interval wades (PA, SM and PASM) analyzed the

--percentage otvarence due to main effects, and two and three-way
ingerectiens.

Resulls. Results, witketre expectation were not statistically
at *kart The two-way interaction between sex and gride level,
based on the PA scale was significant at .02. However. before
beginning this study, treatment elect size (the amount of common
within standard deviation necessary to be considered educationally
lignillang wee defined. Game rules setting alpha, beta and effect
Mae wens* prior to data collection. Belied on these game rules, no
logtolhesis achieved educational significance. -

Ctinclustins. Implications are to redesign grade levels. using
priaiteygrade students (e.g. grade 3) as the preadolescent
etteMeNson group. maintaining the middle-grade students (e.g. grade

as adolescent comparison group. With preegoiescent students now
atebsing at a much younger age, greater age-span seems
necessary to detect treatment effects.

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN AURAL CLOZE, PI AGETIAN
SPATIAL CONCEPTS, AND READING ACHIEVEMENT AT
FIRST GRADE LEVEL Oiler No. 8115961N
Petueser, RUTH BARD, Eo.D. Temple University, 1981- 122O0.

The complex process of learning to reed involved many interactive
NOM Goodman's pycholingulstic theory of reading suggests that
amening on only &extracted from print if the young reader &lila
lingual* knowledge and the cues in written language. The reader
swot geordinals multiple cues and hypothesize about what is to follow
reelningfully in written language.

Pimple theory suggests that role taking skills and communicative
behaviesdevelop from a centered to a decentered state. Children's
odentegoe to the physical world may be related to their ability to take
ansthers perspective and coordinate multiple cues.

This study focuses the relationship of two aspects of the
Iledefaldlehrfleht of the *Wine process; children's abilityto supply
deft& words in a story read to them (aural doze) and ability to
etalailnale perspectives in the physical world (level of decentration)
with beginnino reading achievement.

The Ilist grade population of the Cain ESmentary School in
CeateAlle. Pennaylvania served as the subjects of this investigation.
Children were ually tested at the beginning of the school year
with. an aural close Met prepared by the investigator. and two portions

)
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of Ohs Laurendeau and Pinard teal of the development of the concept
of space in the child. The same tests were ,administered at the end of
the school year in order to gauge the dependability of measures and
stability of variables. The Stanford Achievement Test Battery's& al&
administered at the end of the school year. Statistical Package for the
Social Sciences (SPSS) multiple correlation and multiple regression

ans=was utilized to analyze the data.
analysis yielded these major findings: A significant positive

correlation wiles between aural close scores
achievement scores (r A significant Poe
between ievel of decentration scores and reading achievement (r
.25; r = .27). A significant positive correlation exists behvean aural
clout scores and level of decentration scores (r a .22; r = .20). Aural
close scores and level of becentration scores together at the
beginning of first grade are a better predictor of later reading
achievement than either score alone. (r = .43). Post hoc analysis
revealed these findings: There was a significant difference in
performance on the tether and later aural close tests (M a 64.11; IA
a 72.26). There was a significant difference between-correlations of
aural close and reading achievmerit for the earlier and later
administered aural close tests (r = .35; r = ,.47) Correlations betWeen
the earlier and later administered Laurendeau and Pinard Tate and
reading achievement differed significantly only for cencopts of left
and right (r = .27; r = .46).

The results suggest the following conclusions and implicidions:
The eiriableS studied are independent and contribute to some
variation in reading achievement Reading achievement is misled to
concepts of left and right (projective spatial concepts) at Ike grade
level. Word reading and comprehension, while both components of
the reading process. require different levels of cognitive functioning.
Reading is a cognitive act-and should be taught with emphasis placed
On meaning.
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AN INVESTIGATION OF THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN
SELECTED ACOUSTIC ENVIRONMENTS AND SOUND, AN
ELEMENT OF LEARNiNG srittl, AS THEY AFFECT SIXTH-
GRADE STUDENTS' READING ACHIEVEMENT AND
ATTITUDES Crete? No.411,820
Pizzo. AEA.** Some. Ee.D. St. John's UniverSity.1981. 2671*-
Mentor Dr. Rita S. Dunn

Lisliming at*, an emerging theory which propoaes'the idilizaVon
of students' learning styles as the basis for instructional planning,
provided the theoretical framework for this investigation.

The purpose of this study was to investigate the relationship
between selected acoustic environments and students' diagnosed
preferences for sound, one element of learning style. on the reading
achievement and attitudesdf sixth grade students.

N was hypothesized that students tested in acoustic environments
that were congruent with their diagnosed preferences for sound
would achieve significantly higher scores than their peers tested Ns
incongruent acoustic environments.

ThsOunn, Dunn and Price (1973) Learning Style Inventor). 0...itY
was administered to 125 sixth -grade students attending a middle
school in Western Nassau County to diagnose their preferences for
sound in the acoustic instructional environment.

Based on thaw scores, two acoustic preference subgroups were
formed,. (1) Preference for Quiet, and (2) Preferenctior Sound.
Further delineation deed upon sex resulted in tour sabgroups.

A total of 64 sixth-grade students comprised the sample
population for this investigation. Thirty-two male and 3,7 female
Subjects identified as having a distinct preference for either quiet or
sound were assigned randomly and equally to one of two conditions.;
quiet and noise.-of the experimental variable, acoustic environment.
Hall were tested in an acoustic environment that was eongmenfwith
their diagnosed preferencejjor sound; half *ere tested in It`'
mismatched situation.

Subjects in both the quiet and neise conditions were administered
the Comprehension subtest of the Gati,s-AfacGinitie Reading\Teets
and am wee differertial scale develdped by the researchento

. f attitudes of studentslested in acoustic environments
incongruent with their diagnosed preferences for sound.

sound pressure levels in the quiet condition, when combined
with ambient sound levels in the clasercon, varied between 40
and 46 In the noise condition, an audio-recording tape cassette
of ictable classroom sound produced from an audio-recording
of m noises varied between 75 and 80 OA. It consisted.*
rent. levee of bursts of noise of varying duration, provided in
tart and steps that occurred in between one and nine-second
inborn& Interpolated random periods of silence that varied in. . .



r
*NSS, oi*.scând steps which occurred beteri one and three

Apeoftasionty co.*ol group design wó employed; subjects
ad having preferences for sound co?graent/incongruent

with each of the two xperimental conditioM served as the control
grous for sach condition. '

Thiss.way analyses of variance procedures and 4t,*ests were the
q'' procedures applied to the data

The Indingsof this study may be summarized as I oIlo:
(1) There was a significant interaction beyond the .01 Iev& between
'the accuetic environment and individual learning style preference.

.cikaIly, Vie mean'read(ng comprehension and attitude stores c4

sixth graders tested in an acqustic environment congruent with their
diagnosed learning style prefèences for sound were signiflcartly

lien those of their peersested in an incongruent acoustic
envfromesnt (2) There was a significant Interaction at the .05 leve(
batv.w learning style preference and sex; males and females tested
in scouadc enviroCinents congruent with their learning style

as achieved significantly higher reading.orflpreheneion
arid attitude scores than their counterpaitatested in incongruent

onthsiwironments. (3) There w-nosign1flcant Interaction
d&.csd between acoustic enyirolinient and sex. Therefore, neither

san achiesed either slqnlflcsntlr higher mean reading Comprehension
or stituda scores. (4) There was no significant interaction ev(den.ied

iorç acoustic environment, learning style preference and sex.
hi Vie fight of these findings. It was concluded that: (1) individuals

de dlhsr in their pe(erences for sound and (2) learning style
can significantly enhance educational outcomes. lending

si441'oil te the contention that individuals, rather than males or
t-, require varying acoustic environments to perform at their

THE RaAIIONSHIP OF SELECtED VISUAL PERCEPTION
A.LES TO THE READING ACHIEVEMENT OF FIRST
GRADE $TUDENTS . OrderNo. 8124753

6ssnos*, Xix M*es*ac'r, Pu.D. Temple Univi reIfy, 1961. 213pp.

tor Aàvlsar Dc, Stanley Rower
C1i. numerâus studies of the relationship of visual pirception

chills to reading achievement, the precise nature of visual percsçllon
arid it. rionsh1p to reading achievement remain cpntroversill,

khaII1gls definitions for one term, the lack of a theocptic.at
for Iany studies, the wide range of instrumunts uXd to

!ts aspects of visual perception and readin9 achievement, and
tech of multiyaviate$tudies appear to contribute to the conflict.

The p oseol tide study was to provide an Initial basisfor the
dartcadon ci the relationship of visual perception to reading
achisusount

Three major areas Ithin visual perception which appear to be
directly related the reading proceerwere defined and two major
uesarch questions were developed; (a) Is there a difference between

- li parlormance of students of high reading achievement and low
reading achievement on selected measures of perception dl shape,

'ps,capVon of space and perceptual attention? and (b) How much of
Wy variance in reading achlevement.scores can bp accounted for by
Wy aiscled measures of visual perception?

hi Vie spring of the first:grade year. 62 male cpddren and 66
l.malechildren were teâed; individually on 17 measures of visual
perception and on an Informal word recognI,on inventory, and in
s.nad groups on the vocabulary ai'id óomprehension subtests of a
steridardlzed lest of reading achievement.

For Vie first rspearch question, three nultivariate analyses of
variance were performed, each analysis comparing higt. and low
acNsving readers on the same 17 measures of visual perception. The
Wires pnsbles differed In the criterion used for Identificatiorvol high
and low readers(word recognition inventory vocaou'ary test,
comp.&i.nsion test). A significant dIffeence in the mean vectors of
visual perception'scores of high and low readers was Ipund lit each of
lbs muitivariate analyses of variance (p < .01). Post hoc comparisons
were made using univariate F tests and a Discriminant Function

JAna
I For Vie second research question, three' multiple regredsion

osaly.aswere peAonned. each using a different measure pf reading
J" achiSvsment as the criterion varlable..The multiple correttIon

ooPcluls between the criterion variables and the 17 measures of
vlsuof osrcspticn ranged from .66 to .aO, accounting for 44% to 64%
of Wy variance in the readIng scores.

ssd on the results øfthe study. It was concluded that high and
± low achievers at the beQtnning reading stage of Instruction appear to

dsrnonstritie sljnlllcantly different ibilitles In visual perception. in all

p

areas of the pci-caption of shape, high achievers demonstratd
gr.aler'skill than low achievers. This wsu the case regardless ci the'
measure of reading achievement useo.tci classify high 'and low
achievers. Iwo abilities in the perception of space were measured In
this study and, for both, the high a6hievers In beginning reading
demonstrated greater skill than 16w achievers. Withir the ares of
perceptual attention, high achievere demonstrated greater skill than
law achievers on one measure of perceptual crgwizatIo. Finally,
measures within the perceptoo of shape were larger eantbulors to
the multiple conISVon cosff$cientslPian msuures WIthin percspiious
of space or pdrcepsual sttêntion.

Practical applicationsincIude the rgd for regarding vieuaI
percsption' aeomposite of skills and fàusing diagnoss and
tnsttuctienon a vifriety of skull. Specifically, 1* appears aplropiats

---l*fthe percepton of horizontal.verlical orlen(ationo leVers
contInue to be a diagnostjc and inst.uctional concern of leathers of
pre. and beglnning readers, and that structdfeci opØovtunitiss be
provided for the crust to devek an understanding of form
arid the role,of spitial orientation in the accurate recognition of a
form -.

USING A COMPARATIVE ADVANCE ,ORGANIZER: THE
EFFECT OF IDENTIFIED RELATIONSHIPS ON STUDIT$'
EXPECTANCY FOR SUCCESS Order No. S12U
Roesses, Qamx Au.vw,Pu.D. Syracuse UniversIty, 1981. 2O -

This stu1y was concorñed with the effect which a comparade
advancd organizer has on studpnt expectancy-for success arid

achievement. The reeearchquestions were derive I rq previous
research in the following diverse areas:. (.1) Instructional *IIN -:

which entiencefearning (particularly ccØiparative advance -
argarifwa) (2) learner motbet(onand theelfect ci epectencylor
aucema. and (3) the influerr.e of academic sell 'esteem on sdioei

nce.
Spedific predictions were made besed on psstresesrch. -

conducted In Visee areas. Thia was essentially an exploratory tetØy

I*ided lokisnaty Vices sesets. beyond isI nceres' ii
U'icoiporadon of new llilovmefloo kilo ognlSlve $tivCtiwS,which mey
reauhirctn ariposu,.to an advance organtear. This skJdy.
predicted on the assumption that cliisvemeit woute be .hii!oucadby .

Improving affect toward the learning task as wel as by IncorpoEs '
ci Information into memory. It was predicted that know$eda.ci
relationships between what is known and what is to be Inan wets I
enhance expectancy tot sucess, resulting. In Increaapd eddat ii$aC .-
to the barning task, and thus improved achievement. '

While the prediCtions that the advance organizer group would
exhtb$t greater enhancement.of expgctancy for success an
achisvsmentthsn the control roup were not supported, Viesdw,u
si'eniasr did evidence stronQ effects. ln particular, the aC...
organizer suØpressed the positive rtlationàhips between utiemw I

achievement, expectancy for success and achleveflient,'aidjvof of
prior knowledge and achievement which are generally found hi
learning situations, In addition, the positive relationship bstisssn-beII
of prior knowledge and expectancy for success. whIchisprsdIclWia

,the literature and exhibited b control group members. w reversed
wiong those who read the Idvonce organizer.

This study raises many questions about the ability of as
orgsnlzer to benefit those students most In nee&tll help--IudsiØ'
with low academic esteem, lowexpectancy for success, anq poor

pripi- preparation. While It did not provide definitive ansirers to
whether the overt Identification of relationships can anhanci
students' expectancy for success, it indicates that there Is much be
learned about the motivational properties oj Instructional aisgies
knowit to enhance learning.
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EFFECTS OF ADJUSTED TEACHING STRATEGIES ON
READING ACHIEVEMENT OF IMPUL,SIVE ThIRD GRADE
sTuDtiwrs Order No. 812596S
SIUPIIINS, LYLA Joyce Lavus, EoD. Virginia Polytchnlc frsaltA. aiof
atolmIv.,slsy, 1981. 126pp.

Tstudy was undelaken primarily to Investigate the adectof
using selected reading strategIes (error-analysis record, a.
directed scanning technique, signal words, and sequence worde)grs
Vie reading performance of Impulsive students. in addition to VIII .,'
pkeh' focus, se4ral secondary nalyses were 000ductet w$iIØi
ineluded an analels ci the kInds of reading errors made fly ±: -



.

children and a compenain of time and error scores on a retest of the
Matching Fernier Figures (MFF) lest The subjects were classitted as
le cepa* style (impulsive, impulsive/field-depandent, not-
impulekeij on the basis of the MFF test and the Children's Embedded
Poem lea Subjects we 217 third-grade students selected from
two abider elementary schools in southwestern Virgins For both
'Mei& subiects comprised the total population et third graders.
There were 90 subject' in the treatment groups and 127 in the
tommerison groups. The treatment groups were the focus of specific
Intenention techniques aimed at helping the impulsive child improve
In reading achievement These techniques were carried out by the
tern ter daemon leacher during the reading period. AN subjects,
agnielNes d ecgniiiwt style classification, received the adjusted
gresseiss. The Metropolitan Achievement Test, Primary II, Forms F
and Ci, were used as the pretest and wettest measures of reading
IONSVOMSAL The Short Test of Educational Ability was used as a
OUISOU.111 Of academic potential.

Upon the completion of the treatment period and the analysis of
the pretest and posttest data it was found that the subjects in the
treatment groups made greater gains in all Yeses of reading-Iv/ore
liwiratedes, word analysis, and comprehension) than the compiler .

groups. Fetthermore, the treatment groups performed significantly
bailer at thee ( .05 level of probability in the area of compreleareire
A Mast of the MFF test resulted In the treatmbnt groups signifies
slowing their response time and decreasing the imiteste. A-fact
animis of the kinds _d reading-errors made by impulsive subject. _

not ehewatilhe errors made by impulsive. were unusually differed
Nast Vim made by the other cognitive-style groups. The difference
was mainly in the number of errors made by each cognitive-style
group.

The results of the study led to the conclusion thet initrucdonal
techniques developed on the basis of what is known about cognitive
tencioning of impulsive children were successful not only in

tfr lamroving reading achievement for impulsive children but for all
children. Therefore, instructional techniques such as those used in
thie study might be considereo ;or use in the primary level reading
OPOOrOM.

N le recommended that this study be extended using additional
leaching strategies such as a decoding technique and that the study
be carried out over a longer period of time. It is further recommended
Pagan additional measure for impulsivity be considered when
dessifying subjects according to cognitive style.

SELF-CONCEPT, ANXIETY AND LEARNING FROM READING
Order No. 8121858

SOUSA, MARIA DE FATIMA GUERRA DE, N.D. The Ohio State University,
1881. 2S7pp. Adviser: Professor Marlin Le iguis

Research on self-concept, anxiety and academic achievement
have st4gested that self-concept tends to be positively associated
with academic achievement. An inverse relationship has been found
between anxiety and academic achievement. No research has
questioned it these alationships are maintained when specific types
el mill-concept li.e., self-concept of academic ability) and situational
fee opposed to trait) anxiety (state-anxiety) are considered. MI: rover,
research on effects of self-concept and anxiety on academic
achievement has neglected an important part of this achievement-
learning from reading. , .

acatnieorment study observed the effects of self -concebt of
ability (SCA) and state-anxiety (SA-1) 6n learning from

feeding (gain of information from text- -GIT). In addition, it also aimed
to investigate the relationship between SCA and SA-1 -

3uthects in this study were fifth-grade children (19 girls Old 14
lelys) with mean aged 11.2 attendmg_a school located in an area
with-high density of blue-collar occupations, in central Ohio. The data
solbelan was carried out in March, 1981. All children were given a
slit-concept of ability scale, the state-trait anxiety inventory (STAI), a
pre -eloze lest, a text, and a post-doze test. ,

Ms hypotheses were formulated. (1) An increase in We level of
self- concept of academic ability will be positively correlated with the -,

-., ' gain of Information from text; (2) Controlling for state anxiety. an
incnmsh iri the level of sell-ctincept of academic ability will be
pea** &irritated vitth the ain'of information from text; (3) An
ISCRION in the level oliate-State- ,Anxiety will be negatively correlated with
the gin of information fro text; (4) controlling for self-concept of

_ academic ability, an increase in the level of state-anxiety will be
4 negatively related with the gain-of information fawn text; (5) an

liorasekin the level 04W-concept of academic ability will be
inigelvelyeastedie the levef of-stateenxielt-(6)-controlling-forgain

#11011fletinn from text an increase in the *veld sal- concept of

13

academic ability, Win be negatively correlated with the level of state-
anxiety.

Correlational analysis (zero order and partial correlation) was
performed for the verification of the hypotheses. A weak positive
relationship (.13) was found between SCA and GIT The partial
correlation (controlling for SA-1) indicated that SA /Mimeo the
,elationship between SCA and GIT. Overall, the empirical findings of
.3 study did not support the expectation that SCA was positively

related with gain of information from text.
The verification of the relationship between (SA-1) and GIT

showed a weak and non-significant negative relationship between
state-anxiety and gain of information from text (-13). The partial
correlation (controlling for SCA) indicated that the effect of SA on
gain was in some way affected by SCA. The overall empirical findings
of this study did not support the expectation that state-anxiety was
negatively associated with gain of information from text.

The analysis of the relationship between SCA and SA indicated
that as expected, self-concept of ability was negatively associated
with state-anxiety (-.66, p < .01). The partial correlation analysis
indicated that GIT did not influence the inverse association between
SCA and SA-1.

In the discussion of the results important factors that might explain
the low coefficient found in the analyses of the effect of both SCA and
SA-ton-GIT were considered. In addition to that it was suggested that
the empirical findings might have been influenced by a statistical
problem air s more general level: the measurement of changes.

PARENTS' PERCEPTIONS OF THEIR ROUS
RELATED TO THEIR CHILDREN'S READING

THOMPSOtI, BARBARA JEAN. PH.D. North Texas State

APP-
The problem of this study was that parental perceptions of the roles and

needs related to their children's reading development had not been
successfully invests:tat T.. unary purpose of this investismen was to
determine parental perceptions of then roles, influence. and skills most
needed to assist them relating to their children's reading development; WC
inforniation sources on which parental beliefs about their role are founded;
/actors foreseen by parents that might Wade their ,,nvolvernaii in that role;
parents' preferred mode of receiving desired infor nation relative to their
assistance in their children's reading development and existing variations
in parental perceptions.

A total of 192 randomly-selected subjects participated in the study. All
abject: were parents who had children in kindergarten, first, second, or
third grades, and responded to the research instrument (questionnaire).

Data consisted of participant responses to a parental questionnaire
developed and validated for the purposes of this study. Additionally,
demographic data were obtained using the questionnaire. regarding the
person completing the questionnaire, the number of parents and children
iu the home, the educational level ache parent, ethnicity, and the average
family income, to determine the separation of groups defined according to
these criteria.

Frequencies and percentages were reported for all items on the
questionnaire. Stepwise 4iscriminant analysis functions were employed to
determine the significance of the separation of groups. To establish the
disaimaating power existed in the variables being explored, the

lembda ten of inenificance was used. Standardized wasting
coefficients served to identify the relative contributions the sisnikkent
variables (responses to items on the questionnaire) made to the
diffaentiation ofgroups. Percentages of correctly predassified group
manbersindicated the acisiracy of the separation of the groups.

Findings indicated that parents in this study perceive that they are part
of their children's reading development, although a significant number do
not new themselves as the major influence. The predominant method of
mists= used by parents to foster their children's reading development is
listening to their children read. Parents do not perceive reading aloud to
their children as the most significant method of influence on their children's
leading development Parents believe they influence their cliildree's
reading, but are divided in their opinions of whether the influence is more
or has than that of the school. Parents want information to relict them in
aline their children's reading deveopment, panasilarly information
ammo* phonics. However, perceived lack of time and lack of
knowledge are inhibiting factors to parents relative to their involvement in
their Children's reading development. School teachers are the damisant
isfasistion source on which most parents base their beliefs relative to their
rah is their Children's reading development Additionally, individual
coeferseces with the teachen are the preferred mode by parents so receive
informadon relative to their role and needs in their children's reading
dadOpment

AND NEEDS AS
DEVELOPMENT
Order No. mane

University, 1981.



The winks of the discriminant analysis functions indicated that groups
of poem Wined according to the pence completing the question
imd this somber of parents in the hone both fbrm distinct separations for
vows bind on the analysis of their perceptions. Groups of parents,
dined engirding to the number of children in the home, the parents'
oihmationsi bevel, ethnicity, anJ average family income, did not distinctly
limits with the discriminant functions according to their reported
PIKOPdela
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