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This bib]iography‘yas been compiled as part of a continuing series designed
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system. Monthly issues of Dissertation Abstracts International are reviewed in

order to compile abstracts of dissertations on related topics, which thus

become accessible in searches of the ERIC data base. Ordering information for

the dissertations themselves is included at the end of the bibljography.
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. THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE SYNTACTICAL
COMPLEXITY OF EXPOSITORY WRITING AND READING
COMPREHENSION LEVELS OF COMMUNITY COLLEGE
STUDENTS Order No. 8118796

(1.'{!21\1.11\'. Mary LousE, Pe D Case Western Reserve Umversiny. 1981.
pp.

The study was designed 10 determine whether there s a igmficant
rel_at;onshlp between the 5y nlacteal complexity of students exposton
writing and thew reading comprehenston levels. The study also investigated
the relanonship between the two exposiiory wnung samples used as the test
mstruments: & controtled sample and a free sample

Thesubyects were drawn from students registered tn deselopmental
reading and wiung tourses and w the entry-level freshman composiuon
cburse au the inner oty and suburban campuses of a community college of
27.000 students, located in a large midwestern urban area. The two wnting
samples were based ona pnor reading of a short essay. “The Four Extras,”
by Richard W Burkhardt. Wnung Samole 1. the controlled exposwory
sample, was a responsé 10 the quesuon, "What are the four extras available
to a college stdent™ The queshon required the subjects to summarize the
main 1deas. of major powns. of the essay, Wnting Sample 2, the free
expository sampis, was 4 response (0 the question "Of the funcaons
menuoned in the essay, which do you consider most imponant? Why ?” The
Reading Compreheasion Tést 15 one of a language batien. called ihe
Descriptive Test of Language Skills. developed by the Educauonal Testng
Serv:ce for community college populauons. The test ields subscores for
Main Ideas (15 poinis). Direct Statements (13 pornts), and Inferences (17
points;. for a possible raw score of 45,

The findings of the study ndicate a signsficant refatonship betw een the
syntacticad complexity of expostiory wnung and reading comprehenston
ler els, with the results being haghly 1nfluenced by the relaton between the
syatactical sompleuty of Wnung Sample 1 {controlled exposuon wnung)
and the compdrehension measure for Main Ideas. The hypotheses that there
was a significant relationship between Wrieng Sample 1 and 1nferences,
between Writng Sample 2 (free exposiory wnting) and Inferences, 2nd
between Wnung Sample 1 and Writing Sample 2 were not supponed

The implicabons of the findings are that high reading comprehension
tends 10 otrur with high writtén symtacucal complexty production in
controlled expossten wnung. that low sy ntactical complexity production,
whether 1n 2 control'ed or & free exposiory wnung sampie, and low
comprehension tend 10 occar together; bui thai 1ow syntactical complexin
production and high reading comprehension may occur wgether, -~
particularly when a free wnung sample 15 used a$ the S¥ntacucal complexty
measure The findings furtheér indicate that Sy ntactucal compiexity
production tends 10 be groater in frec than in controlled exposiion wnung
Based on he findings, 1t appears that wnnen symtacucal complexity
producton 1s related to reading comprehension but that sutiects me:, be
able 0 comprehend matenas wniten ai a markedly higher sy nizcucai
complexity jevel than tha thed can produce,

INTERDISCIPLINARY STUDIES IN LETTERS AND SCIENCE:
THE IDEA, THE PROGRAM. THE METHOD OF TEACHING
Order No. 8113030

.. FITzGERALD, Mary LOUSE, Pu.D. Universiny of Cafifornia, Berkeley. 1980

Bpp.

Toterdisciplinary Surdies in Letters and Science is a five quarter
program in the liberal ars designed as @ context for the develapment of 2
special method of teaching. The program was eswablished on the campus of
Chzbot College in Hayward, California, in 1967 and continues to Sourish
these in 1980, This study is a repor of the genesis and development of the
program and an explication of the special inethod of teacking by oae of the
original codesigners who also served as 2 fatulty member for many years.

The program, Interdisciplinary Surdies in Letrers and Science, earolit
150 students and is staffed by five permanent faculty members for exch
program span. The curricutum gives equal emphasis to each of the five
academic aress offered: English, humanities, social science,
mathematics/physics, and patural science. Each discipline is stidied
through an exawinatiop of five represcatative primary sources chosen by
the sppropriate fecutty member according to strict criteria. During cach
quarter, the disciplines are smdied in sequence; each work is addressed for
a full tworweek period without interruption by any other subject mater.
Tnterdisciplinary reh Sonships among these works are art forced through

any thematic arganization but are allowed 1o occur namrally through the
simple juxtaposition of ideas, documents, and works of art.

__ The primaty educational objective is to provide an introductien to the
life of serious college study rather than a preparation for specialized smdy
in any given field Therefore, particulsr aaention has been paid to the
creation of an environment of communal learning and fellowship through
such means as 2 common schedule for all, common fclites for study and
conversation, a variety of arrangements for teaching and dearning ranging
from all-member assemblies to smaller discussion groups, and
opporiunities for individual smdy. A close tutorial relationship betwesn
students and faculty is inherent in the program design.

. The organizing principle of the program, however, and its mue
innovatiot, is the special method of teaching. The instruetional method is
characterized as an objective and analytic approach 1o sipgle works in the
various disciplines of the arts and sciencas. The purpose of its use is to give
students both the confidence and the skills to approach any work in any
field without dependence on authority for an introduction, Commaon
principles of inquiry are assumed for these first independent investigations.
Students lzamn to rely on the "language™ of the discipline as their guids;
color and line, tonal mokif, hypothesis and demonstration, the associative
communication of metaphior, and others. S¥ills are developed througha
sequence of steps beginning with analysis of suucture, moving toelose
textual analysis and ther 0 an introduction to interpretation of graphic,
literary, and mathematical symbols. The expectsd outcome for all smdents
is mastery of the specific content of the work; the preferred outcome for
most students isa deeper undersianding of the implications of the work
achieved by individual improvisations in the system of inquiry,

The intellecrual and pedagogicat rationale for this system of 1eaching
are given in detail, a5 well a5 simulations of typical student-faculty inquiries
into major works of Western thought. Although emphasis has been given to
2 descripion 20d an explication of the process within the context of the
program, Interdisciplinary Studies in Letters and Science, the presantation
includes suggestions for its adaptation 10 individual courses in the more
traditional college satting.

A COMPARISON OF FLUENT AND NON.FLUENT READERS'
USE OF STRATEGIES IN TEXT COMPRAEHENSION AS
MEASURED 8Y RECONSTRUCIION OF THE MACRO-

STRUCTURE COrder No. 8122950

GRuen, Euizasem Ross, Eo.D. Cojumbia University Teachers College.
1989, 190pp. Sponsor: Professor Anne McKillop

The purpose of this study was to identify reasoning stralegies used
in text comprehension by fluentand non-fluent college readers, and
to retate sach groups’ steategy usage to: (1) reader proficiency,

(2} accuracy in the test task, reconstructing the macro-strycture.
{3) the presence or absence ol agoal, and (4) knowledae ol certain
additive, adversative. and causal cohesive elemenls. Te identily lhe
strategies. the process of protocol analysis was used, 8 means of
dwectly mvestigabng the verbakzation oi whatlhe reader 1s thinking
while he is solving a problem.

The sample included 40 college subjectsenrolled in a two year
public liberal arts college; twenty were assigned to the lluent reader
group, and twenly to the non-liuent group, as determuned by
placem enl either above the 65th percentile or placeme nt below the
35th pe. ventile, respectively, on the reading placemant testior the
college. An instrument was designed to Satsfy the need for a
comprehension task that would provide data lor protocol analysis,
leading to stralegy wdentihcalion and information about the relation
between the strategies applied and reading comprehension. The
nstryment comnprised. {1} two thflerent sets of directions for reading
the passage. wilh one set designated goal present. n that the subjecl
was direcled to read lor an explicl purpose, and the second set
designated goal abseni, in that the subject was directed merely to
read the passage. (2) areading Passage oi (000 words from an
exghth grade history text, (3) dwechions for tape recording the
subjects protocol and Ihree sample audio-tapes to help in
tamdiarnizing the subjecl with the task in verbahizing hts thought
processes, and (4) a Summary whose senlence componénts had
been representing the Passage macro-structure, to be recorded as
the test task, The test was adminvstared individually to each subject.

Resuits from the process ol Protocol anaiys:s ted to the
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identification ot 29 reasoning strategies which were defined
behaworally Most of the strategies that emerged from the dala
pertain Io two of four major caegones, defined as vse of macro-
strueture, of use of micro-struciure. In applying the use of macro-
structure sirateqy, the student made a choice in Ihe reordering task

basad on the gist or global meaning of the passage, whereas, in
applying the use of avero-structure satey, the student made 2
choite based on the micro-tevel of meaning,
The chi square siaustie tre ated the frequency data fof strategy
_usage, and the t-testwas applied to lest for Sigmihcant diferences
between reader groups’ mean scores on the test tagk reordering the
macra-struclure, as well as significant differences in mean number qf
successiul strategy applications. The results of the statistical analysis
seemed to point out thal the pattern of use in reasoning strategies for
fluent readers is significantly different from that of non-fluent readers’,
and to provide evidence that fluent readers appear to make use of
macro-structure in comprehension in a way that non-fluent do not.
Fluent readers were also found 1o be successful in strategy use
significantly more often (p €.05), and more suceessiul in the test task
. reordering the meero-structure (p €.01). The goal eandiion was
"lated to successful strategy use, too; fluent readersin the goal
ssont condition demonstrated suceess significantly more often than
on-fluent readers (o .05). Fluent readers used strategies related to
the adversative connectives, "even though,” "however,” of
"nevertheless” significantly more often than non-fluent readers {p <
05).

THE EFFECTS OF PRACTICE AND COACHING ON FIRST
YEAR COLLEGE STUDENTS' ACCEPTANCE OF CLOZE TESTS,
TEST ANXIETY AND CLOZE TEST “ERFORMANCE

Order No, 8114079

HeLM, PHOEDE KNIGHT, E0.D. Universizy of Kentucky, 1980. 181pp.
Director; Dr. Earl F. Ravkin

The primazy purpose of U, study was to investipate the effects of
practice and coaching on firgt yeas college students’ acceptance of cloze
tesis on measures of reading comprehension. Since test 2ceeptability is
assumed to be related to tas] anxiety and performance on tasts, the efects
of practice and coaching on these varisbles and the intarrelationships
ar g these variables was aiso studied. It was believed that cloze reading
tests have considerable practical advantuges for classroom teachers. The
rather limited use of such insmuments in the classroom, desrite years of
research showing high fevels of validity, was thought to be due to the lack
of acceptance by smdents because of the difference between the format of
cloze tests and conventional tests of reading.

Subjects in this smidy were selectzd from 700 freshman srudents
enrolled in a reading improvir.ent course in 2 large technical instimute.
Practice 2nd coaching treatments were randomly assigned 1o the 138
subjects within several intact elasses, thus forming two treatment groups
and a control group for this post-test-only control group design. Both
reatnents were implemented through wntten materials and instructions
without any oral communication with the experimenter, -

The practice group rreatment consisted of a short cloze west followed on
the DeXt page by the original ge. This arrangement enabled subjecisto
score the practice test ves by comparing their answers L0 the actual
words the auther used. The coaching weztment focused on the reading and
ﬂﬁnkmg‘m:eps necessary 10 the successful completion of cloze tests and
on bullding an undersanding of the rationae for such tests. Subjects in the
coad'nmg group were given several examples of cloze tems with wnitten
explanations for the correct response, They were thep given 2 short cloze
test followed by an explanation of the reasons many blanks could not be
filled in comectly. The acceptability of relatively low pescentape scores &5
indicating adequate reading comprehension was explained.

Three tests, Cloze Test of Reading Comprehension, an Acceprabiliy
Questionnaire and the Anxiegy Differentia], were used 25 measures of
dependent variables. The first two tests were constructed by the author.

INo effects of practice or coaching were found for either the total group
or for male and female subjects, A neative relariopship{r = .42) was
found between test anxiety and test accaptability for the controt group, This
relaticnship held for both maje and femate subjects, Additionat analyses
suggested that both treatments may have reduced th» tendancy for subjects
with high anxjety 10 have Jess test accaptability and that the practice

procedures usad in this srudy may have enhanced the neganve relationship
between test anxiety and cloze test performance rather thee reducing it.

The failure of both treatments 10 produce thanges in levels of
acoeptability, anxjety, and test performance may have been due 10 the use
of printed instructions and wreatments only because of the necessity 1o
administer differen; weatments within intact classroom vnits. It is suggested
that funare research on this topic Use othet treamment modalices. Although
this srudy falled to produce evidence concerning effective ways of
improving students’ acceptance of cloze tests, imponant reasons exist for
continged study of this topie. Cloze tests have too many advantages for the
classroom teacher 10 remain primarily a research tool for studeats of
language 2nd reading.

THE EFFECTS UPON READING COMPREHENSION OF
PROVIDING DEFINED TECHNICAL TERMS WITHIN A
READING PASSAGE TO VOCATIONAL EDUCATION
CONSTRUCTION STUDENTS IN MACON, GEORGIA
Order No. 8115117

JORDAN, Toux EDison Iauas, 11, Pu.D. The Ohlo S1aze Urifversity, 1981.
151pp. Adviser: Professor Dewey A. AJdams

Technical wetms and phrases in vocational education textbooks can
cause eonfusion for the swdents This is especially tue when these terms or
phrases hase different meanings outside the study of votauonal education.

This research study auempied to provide an answer 10 the followang
question: Does providing a student with defined technical terms withina
reading passage increase the Ievel of comprehension of selecied textbook
materials? Specifically, the purposes of this research were: (1) to determine
the effects of providing defined techaical terms within a reading passage oo
the level of comprehension. (2) to determine if any interacton between
treatments and levels of reading ability exists, and (3) to determine the
effects of providing a glossary of technical terms at the begnning of a
reading passage, ot the level of compichension.

To accomplish these purposes, Unit 3 of Moderm Carpentry by Willis H.
Wagner was chosen as the reading passage. This unit was sexected because it
contained enough technical terms and phrases to address if.e problem
jdentified for this smdy. The level of readability for this unit was estimated,
using the Fry Readability Graph, at approximately an eteventh grade level
of readability,

A fifty-item cloze test was constructed grer the unit. In addinon, three
treatments were developed (placement of defined technical kerms). The
three treaunents were: Method A--Standard Reading Passagr, Method B-
Standard Reading Passape with a Giossan on the front of the material, and
Method C--Standard Reading Passage with the Glossary built into the
Reading Passage Afier reading one of the thrae methods (reaiments), each
student turned in that redding and took a second reading from the t2acher’s
desk. This second reading was the same material {Sandard reading passage)
but, this reading had the cloze test apphied toit.

The subjects used in this study were tenth, eleventh, and twelfth grade
first and second year vocanonal construction students in Macon, Georgia A
1otal of 99 male students were involved. The data resulting from the cloze
tests were subjected to an analysis of varjance.

The findings ofthe study Jed to the conclusion tjat those saxdents who
had access to the defined technical terms and phrases performed
significantly bener on the cloze test than those students who did not have
access to the defined technical Leims and phrases.

From the results of this sudy, 3t is recommended that texchers select
textbooks that contain a glossary. In addidon, it is recommended that
teachers teach vocabulary 10 students,




A STUDY OF THE ORGANIZATION ANO EFFECTIVENESS OF
COMMUNITY COLLEGE READING PROGRAMS
OrderNo. 8120626

KOHLMILLER. DARRELL HEaMaN, Pr.D. Saint Louts University, 1960,
&88pp.

The purpose of this study was to identify the most successful
community college reading programs and gather the most sugcesshul
ol their methods and materials into a concise and well-organized
collection to be used as a reference for communily college seading
teachers. .

Community colleges were Surveyed at the national, state and local
levels. Survey questions wera asked about the following componants
of each program: {1) obiectives and goals, (2) type and duration of
each reading coursa offered by the college, (3) maierials and
teaching strategies that were most effective, (4) characteristics of
students in the programs, {5) qualifications and training of faculty,
including inservice opportun ties, {6) amount and type of credit given
for each course, and (7} evalugtion procedures used to determing the
programs effectivaness. On the local leve), statistical anatysis was
used to determine the effectiveness of the reading program by
comparing grades alter two years of college of students who took the
reaa ‘ng course(s) to the grades of similar students who did not take
reading.

The survey showed that there was a wide range of classes offered
in terms of duration of course, amoum of credit given, and structure
of the course itself. However, there were some characteristics lound
in all the programs. For example, all ol them stressed flexibility and
individu alization. In most of the programs, the reading faculty were
wel! irainad. Most held Master's degrees or higher and all had

. sonsiderable experience,

Students in the various programs shared a number of common
characteristics whether they lived in the inner city of a Metropolitan
area, the middle-class suburbs, or in arural area. They had very low
self-concepts, came from culturally poor homes, were not
inteliectually orienled, were generally low in verbal skills, failed to see
the value of acquiring verbal skills, and had difficutty seeing long-
range geals clearly. Other common characteristics are described In
detail in the sludy.

Lists of instructional matenals and equipment used ir the various
programs were compiled and listed in tabular form with authors and
publishers names and addresses for quick reference. in addition, the
most widely used reading tests were listed. Maby of the colleges used
one form of a standardized test for placement and an alternate form
for poshtesting.

The survey found several areas that needed further development.
Better articulation within the coliege and among colleges is needed
by the people responsible for the success of college reading, from the
coflege board mem bers to the reading specialist in the clagsroom. In-
service and more advanced college courses at the universities are
needed for the reading teachers’ professioual growth. And, finally, the
content area teachers must bacome more invoived in reéading
progr *ms and whal these programs ¢an do for community cotlege
sluden s The content area teachers must be awsare of assistance they
canreceive from the reading specialist which may help them in
teaching their own classes. in the communilty college, the teaching of
reading must become everybody's business if the student is to have
the best possible chance for success,

THE SOCIAL CONTEXT OF ADULT READING INSTRLCTION
Order No. 8118755

McDervoTT, PETER. ED D Stare Unnersity of Wew York ar Albany. 1981,
125pp.

This study was canducted (o descnbe and explain the soqal context of
an adult reading class Quahtative research methodslagy was used because
of its appropnateness ta the stud) s descnplive and explanatoty purpose A
class of adults with mummunt reading skills was srudied over a fiveand a
half month penod dunng which transcrpts made from audio recordings of
parucipants’ verbal nteractions. field notes taken through a parncipant
observation rescarc!l strategy. interviews and speamen records were
collected and analyzed,

Theory for the study was denved from Iikerature in adult educaton,
sociolinguwistics and anthsopology Adult educators have frequently argued
that 2dulk students should not be treated as thildren 1n the nStruchonal
process. Adult iterat) programs have been cnuicized for confronting theer

leamers with the same interacional structurss that exsst in the elementary
~d secondany schools. Anthrepological and sociolinguisuc research has
provided descrptions of the social strucmres that exist in the elemen.ary

and secondary school: such researchhas demonstrated that the social
context of classrooms mediates student lsaring, and that the social
relationships, roles and idenacdes of classtoom members are jevealed by the
ways they speak with one anather.

As found 10 the duscourse structure ofthe classroom, this adult reading
¢lass contained a soqal stucture sumbar 1o the dlementary and sceondary
school ~lassroom. A n-part discourse pattern where the teaches imbated
and evaitiated student replies existed There weje some differencasin
discourse strategres that inclicated that the teacher was sensiove to the
students’ adult 1densities. It was found that the teacher often formulated the
reasons for siudem incorrect rephes and used a categonzanon label which
evoked Rormative concepls Concerning instruchonal achvities that were
appropriate for adult siedents.

The discourse structures of this adulk reading ¢lass did not refiect the
theoretical positions of adult educators who proposed that adult students
should be itiators and questzoners of thewr own learmng. This finding was
explained, however, as a reasonable decision by the teacher when given the
siudents’ previous school histories, their socio-zulwral background, and
some of thewr behavioral charactensucs inthe classroom. 1t was expiained
that the educatior. 't idevlogy of the instructional matenal may have
affected the classroom’s interactional patiems,

THE EFFECTS OF DOGMATISM, SEX AND COLLEGE
ENVIRONMENT ON THE COMPREHENSION OF
CONTROVERSIAL MATERIALS Order No. $113931

MesaLopo. SHaros RosE, En.D. Temple Universigy, 1981, 12%pp.
Chairperson: Dr. Elizabeth Davis

There were se\eral purposes for the preseat 1y esngaon, Stated (a the
form of questions, the first dealt with how dogmausm, open- and tlosed-
mindedness, affected the ability of college students to read controversiat
materials critically, The second question arose as to whether differences n
the degree of dogmatism, open- aud closed-mindednass, occurred betwen
students anending a secular unjversity and those attending a religious
college, and consequently, did this effect their ab:lity to read controversial
materials. The third question refated to the effect of sex difference upon the
ability to read crideally particular controversial matenals {(i.e., the abornon
controversy).

Hypotheses. (¥) The way a persoe comprehends emononally sensitive
materials will be affected by his degree of dogmatism (2) Between students
in a seculs~ niversity and a religious college there will be differenices in
comprehension scores obtained from emotionaily sensitive maternals.

(3} There will be an interaction between the type of enviroament and
dogmatism i comprehension scores obtained from the selections read.
(4) Sex differences will affect the comprehension scores op emotonatly
sensitive materials read (5) There will be a sigmificant imteracuon between
the type of comprehension ervors and the degree of dogmatism.

Procedures. Sixty-eight students in 4 secutar univernity and 76 students
in two reiigious cofleges were used for this study, All thess snidents were
administered the Rokeach Dogmatism Secale and three sumulus selectons
(pro-life, neuwral 2nd pro-choice). The results were abrined by using a five-
way analysis of variance with repeated measures, Since repeated measures
were used, the Geisser-Greenhouse conservative F was calculated as a
correction factor.

Results and Concilusion. According to the findings, Hypothesis | was
rejected There was no significant interaction betweet open- and closed-
minded studeats’ comprehension of emotionally sensitive and peural
matenals. Hypothesis Il, however, was pot refected, Upon analy zing the
comprehension scores oo the basis of the relationship berween |
controversial materials and the two educational ingtimations, there was a
significant difference in the students’ performance, The religious group
achieved higher comprehension scores on the pro-life and neutral selectioas
t=an on the pro~choice article. The secular group, howeser, achieved higher
comprehens10o scores on the neutral selecnon and mamniained simitar
comprehensioa scores oo the pro-theice and pro-life passages. There was
no significant difference between students in the secular and religious
groups and thair comprehension scores on the neutral selection, Contrary
to hypothesis i1, closed-minded students from beththe secular and
geligious groups achieved higher comprehension scores on the neutral
passage than on the pro-choice and pro-tife salections. Opea-minded
students from both groups did not achieve simmiiar comprehension scores oo
all th- three stimulu s selections. Hypothesis I'V was rejected, Both males
and females athieved higher comprehensicn scores on the neutral selecton




than oo the pro-choice and pro-life passages. Hypothesis V was also
rejected. Open- as well as closed-minded sm'danytl;oubained more
. mmpnpenaon errors on Wse inferential and eritical reading items than the
factual jtems. Aduitional significant interactions that were not hypotheszed
were then analyzed
Theinvestigator concluded from all the findings that dogmarism
appeared not 10 be an imponant factor in affecting students’
oomprehens'lon scores on emobioaally sensitive selections, However, the
type of reading material and tie educational background of the studeats
were important variables in showing differences in the students’
comprehension scores.

YHE EFFECT OF SELECTED DISCOURSE VARIABLES ON THE
YISLAL PROCESSING OF LEFT- AND RIGHT-EMBEDDED

SENTENCES BY COMPETENT ADULT READERS
Order No. B117259

Pearce, DaviEL Lores, PH.D, Michizan State University, 1981 1%p

Purpose of the Srudy. Thepurpose of the study was o obtain and
analyze data concerning the visual processing o_fcamper.ent. adule rexders
while reading sentences within paragraphsto discover whether the
processing of those sentencesvaned as a result of t?l‘enml;.‘nz EI?; s:;l:ﬂnﬁ
the preceding raph and svntactic Structure wilhio 2
'Ihepsmd:: focup;l;iagon the processing of left-embedded and right-embedded
structures in foregrounded paragraphs, backgrounded paragfaphs, and
inferred paragrapiss. The behaviors measured were numiber 91‘ tofal )
movements, nuriber of forward fixations, number of regressions, duratiod
of forward fixations, duration of regressions. duranon of gaze, and total
reading time. T o
. Materiol:  {aterials used in this study cmmsteddof thirty-six separate
" paragraphs. Each h was conStrucied around 4 Larget sentence.
ghelfa\\?ere six Largp:{asigatgnoes. each of which had a left-embedded form
and a right-embedded form. The six pairs of trget sentences {left-
embedded form and night-embedded form) were ofthe same leagth {aine
words), were of active voice, and employed 1o dependent clauses with the
exception of the target embedding. Each of the target sentences was set in
three conditions of paragraphs. The first condition explicitly introduced,
thematized and foregrounded the information inthe target sentence
{called the foregrounded condition). Within a foregrounded paragraph, the
target sentence always appeared oo the eighth line. The second coadition of

paragraphs was identicat to the foregrounded paragraph; however, two
sentences of semantically neutral filler to background the Concepts Lo the

1 sentente were introduced immediately prior t0 the target sentence
{called the backgrounded condition}, Within the backgrounded paragraphs,
the target senience always appeared on the tenth line. The third condition
consisted of paragraphs that were coherent in nature: however, 00
informaton within the target s¢ntence was dl?'lpli?ﬂ) introduced prior 10
the 1 senteace (catled the inferred cot.dition). )

ggeulaﬂon and Procedures, The sample subjecis used in this study
consisted of thirty-six volunteer, adult, univessity graduate studenxs.'All
pirticipants were native English: speakers. Subjects read seven selecuoqs
sllenty: an EDL paragraph; 2 foregrounded, left-enbedded paragraph: 2
foregrounded. nght-embedded paragraph; and aninferred, nght-
embedded paragraph. Thetr e) & movements were recorded with the EDL
Biometrics Peading Eye II. ) .

Findings Data concerning the visual processing behaviors were tested
wath 2nalysis of \anance Statstically signifi-ant differences were found
among the six condruons for each of the sevett visua! processing behaviors.
Each of the conditrons was then compared with each of the other
condinons using Tukey's post hoc procedures,

Analyas of the data indicated that compeétent adt_ll: readers miade
stausticath Sgruficant behan foral adjustments 1o their readnpg w©
accommodate eith er the 1nfonmation sUucture of the material of the
5 ntactic structures of the senteace being read. )

Implications of the Study. The results of the stud) indicated the
following: (1) An examunaion of the means for the areas of visual
behavior within the six coaditions support the interacrionist lheOnes’of

. teading comprehensions. The means for the visual processing behaviors
were consistent in difficulty when they were rank ordered. The means
indicated that the left-embedded 5y ntactic SLRICRILES In the inferred
condition always presented the most processing difficulty. The suucnires
with the lowest means were always the right-embedded SUuclures in the
foregrounded condition. {2} The results of the study supported the positon
that the gh 2n-new SUategy is 2 microprocess in sentence comprefiension.
{3) The results of the study do pot 2ppear tO SUppor ihe hypothesis that
special psy ¢hological status is given to the current topic of 2 discourse.
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A COMPUTER-MANAGED TUTORIAL READING SYSTEM
QOrderNo, 8126856

RicuTER. SHARON JANE Frank. Eo.D. The University of Atabama “981.
220mp.

The purpose of this study was lo develop the Programmed
Stralegies fo. Reading Instruction (PSAI) system, a Computer-
Menaged Instructional {CMI) system, toba used m the tutorial Setting
of the Belser-Parton Reading Center at The University of Alabama.
Four major areas were investigated: {g) computers in education,

{b) testsincluded inlhe assessment battery, {c) authorities in the
field of reading, and {d) the computer programming of the UNIVAC
1M103/60. . _

A prescription data sheet, a student data tog, 2nd an operations
manual were constructed and & sample program run conducled. In
the study proper. the five lests comprising the assessment battery (the
Wechsler inlelligence Scale for Chitdren.Revised, the Sucher-Allred
Reading Placement Inventory. the St. Louis Spelling Test, and Dreier
Phonics Criterjon Test of Ninety-Nine Phoneme-Grapheme
Corraspondences, and the Woodcock Re ading Mastery Tests) were
analyzed to determing the Specilic reading skill or skill area tested
Prescriptions for Ihese skiis were then written and programmed onlo
the UNIVAC 1100/60 computer.

Analysis of the tests yielded an approximate total of 497 reading
skills divided into 120 skill areas. Each skill was listed on a Séparale
prescription data sheat, Reading texts by autherities in the field were
surveyed to determine the best possible remedial reading activities for
each skill tested, These remedial reading activities or prescriptions .
were recorded on the appropriate prescription data sheet.
Demographic data were collected from the client information
application and recorded on the student data log. Scores and
information needed for expectancy calculations were also recorded
on the student data log-

. . This information was then programemed onlo the University's . ..
UNIVAC 1100/60 computer, The program consists of one main

program with six stbroutines. The program contains a direct 8ccess

file allowing the computer to go directly to the correct prescription  —
without having te read each fine precading the one desired. The
program prozesses 15 students during & period of approximately 30
minutes. _

The operations manual was developed to allow personnel
assaciated with the Belser-Parton Reading Center easier access to
the PSRI system. The menual was constructed in conversational form
and caneasily ba followed allowing personnel access to the system
withoul prior comptiter knowledge.

PSR! was developed along general CMI guidelines; however. ltig
uniqué in the following ways: {a) PSRI deals with a wide range of
specific skills and prescriptions forming large data bases, {b) it
selects Prescriptions based on the computer analysis of those areas
where the most mistakes were made, {c) it was developed for a
particular tulorial reading program, {d) the tuters maintain control ol
the 1eaching process by choosing prescriptions printed by the
computer asthey prepare individu alized lessons for their students,
and (e} PSRIdez2lsonly with those reading skilis accessed by the
instruments comp Sing the assessment battery used’in the Belser-
Parton Reading Centar.

Conclusions weré made conterning the PSRI system. It was noted
that the compuler can te programmed successfully to perform centain
diagnostic and prescriptive tasks associaied with the teaching of
reading in aclinical tutorial selting. To ensure quality, Prescriptions
accessed by the computer were based upon recommendations of
authonities in the: field of reading. The printout produced by the
cemputer was concise, accurale, and easily accessitie foruse. It
allowed for continuous notations regarding strategies. The PSRS

saved preparalion time and allowed the tutor 1o spend ad ditional time
with tha student. ll was noted lhat the assessment batiery was not
inclusive of all reading skills at all levels, Animportant
recommendation was that the data bases of the prescriptions of PSRI
should be reviewed al least every two years in order 10 accommodaie
the tatest wiillngs and research In the fistd of reading.
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THE EFFECTS OF FORMAT ANO NUMBER OF ARGUMENTS
ON READING COMPREHENSION OF COLLEGE
UNDERGRADUATES Order No. 8120079

Srome. Diana Jov, Pn.D. Fordham Unfversidy, 1981. 131pp. Mentor
Lilian Hestaino-Baumanr

The purpase of this study was to determine the effects of varpng
the format and the number of propositional arguments in text on the
comprehension of college undergraduates, Passages written i
standard lormal text were aliered into alist format so that sentence
companents were presented on successive lines of print. in adddion,
passagescont@ned either few or many arguments wathin
propositions.-Comprehension was measured by the number of
proposilions a subject was able to recall in writing.

The thearetical foundation for the study was based upan Kintsch's
theory that information canbe represented proposihanally, and that
comprehension of text can ba altered by the number of different
arguments contained within propositions, it is further hased upon the
researcifindings of Fras., and Schwartz, Fisher, and Frase that text

meaninglully segmented into a tist format is more comprehensible
than is standard format text. .

One hundred twenly college students attending Moniclair State
Cottege in New Jersey, who scored one-half a standard deviation
ahove, or ane-half a standard deviation below, the mean on the
reading comprehension subtest of The Diagnostic Reading Test:
Survey Section were selected as subjects for this study and assigned
inlo Fv0 groups. acconding to reading ability. The subjects wera then
randomly assigned from within the larger groups of skilled and
unskilled readers, to the experimental groups.

The experimental mate rials consisted of a booklet containing four

- -passages wo written in standard format text-and two in list format
text. One passage in each format contained few arguments and one
passage contained many arguments. The passages were aliernated
with blank pagesfor subjects’ written recalls of the text, A proposition
text base of 30 propositions was used to generate each of the
passages. The passages written instandard format text were
typographically manipulated into a listformat, so that sentence™
components appeared on successies Hives of print. The four passage
conditions were: standard format text with many arguments within
propositions, standard format text with few arguments within
propositions, listformat text with many argumants within propositions,
list format text with few ar@uments within propositions.

A three-way analysis of variance with repeated measures on two
factors was performed on the number of propositions recalled with
textformat, number of arguments, and reading ability as the
independent variables. The £ rafios for reading ability, format, and
arguments and the interaction betwean formatand ability wera
significant at the .01 level.

The findings indicated that: ({a) scores for listformat text groups
were significantly higher than scores for standard format text groups;
{b) fewer arguments within propositions in passages yielded
significantly higher recall scores than passages written with many
arguments; {c) e scores of skilled readers were significantly higher
for list format text than for standard format text. -

Amajor conclusion was thaf skilted readers were able 1o utilize list
format text lo facifitate comprehension, while unskilied readers did
not gain eny advantage from the manipulated text. In addition, the
number of arguments presented in a passage was a critical element
affecting comprehension. The findings of the current study suggest
that it is easier for subjects 1o process, comprehend, and recall
information in passages written with few arguments than for those
passages written with many argumentis. It is further suggested that
text written with many arguments, despile a manipulated format,
overfoads even the skilled readers’ ability to comprehend.

a

THE EFFECT OF A READING IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM ON

THE COLLEGE STUDENT Order No. 8122341
Watson, Nancr SueMitesew, Eo.0. University of ‘Colorado at
Bouider, 1981. 126pp. Director, Associate Prolessor Philip
biStefano

This study was underiakeu to anatyze the chenges that occurred
in reading and study skills for students enrolled in a college reading
improvement course. Oata thal were examined included student fest
scores on reading rate, comprehension, vocabulary, study skills and
attitude. Student interviews, questionnaira cesponses. and other
naturalistic data were also collected 1o further analyze student skill
development in a college reading improvement course.

The sesearch was conducted during the fall 1980, semester al
Metropolitan State College in Denver, Colorado. Sixty-four students
that had enrolied in a college reading improvement course, Reading
104, were used as the expenmental group. Their entry levet skills were
pretesied usiiyg the MeGraw Hilf Basic Shilis Seriss tests on reading
rate, comprehension and vocabulary. A self-report survey was afso
used 1o pretest student siudy skills' proficiency and attitude towards
success in school. After 15 weeks of instruction in reading, .
vocabulary, and study skilts, postesting was administered to the
students. A control group of 57 students went through the same test
procedures as the experimental group but they did notreceive any
tormal training inreading, vocabulary, or study skills. N

A multivariate analysis of main treatment effect was done using the
MANOVA computer program of SPSS. The independent variables,
pretest scores, undsrwent an analysis of covariance with the
dependent variables, positest scores. The main treatment effect was

considered ta be a composite of the following five dependent
variables: (1) reading rate, (2) comprehension, (3) vocabutary,

{4) study skills, and {5} attitude. In addition to an analysis of main
treatment effect, anindependent analysis on skill development was
performed for each 0l the five dependent variables. The
personological variables of age-group and sex of the student were
also examined inthis study to determine significance on skill
dsvelopmenl.

The analysis of experimental data found that participationina
reading improvemenl program did resultin significant posttest score
changes. Specifically, students were found to have made significant
improvements in reading rate, vocabulary, and study shills when
compared to the control group. Changes for the experimental group,
however. were not significant in reading comprehension or attitude
towards success The age and sex of the student were elso ot found
1o have a significant relationship with cognitive skill development,
However, sex of the student was significant in the analysls of atfitude.
The experimental group women were found to have signilicantly
higher attituge scores than the men.

An evaluation of Ihe naturalistic data confirmed much of the
guantitative data. Students enrolled in the %ollege reading
improvement class reperted very positive perceptions about the
course, Most students axpressed betliefs that the course had been
valuabie o themn the development of reading rate, study skills and
comprehension. A tyPical student comment was, "With what I've
learned in this class | can effectively carry three jobs, two varsity
sports and improve my GPA" (grade point average).

The results of this study indicated that reading, vocabulary, and
study skill developnent was enhanced when students participated in
a college reading improverment course. Additionally, the students’
perceptidns of the course were that it was valuable and very
anpflicable 1o other college coursework.
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SCHEMA MODIFICATION AS ONE ASPECT OF READING
COMPREHENSION: A COMPARISON OF LTRATEGIES OF
ADULT PROFICIENT ANO NON.PROFICIENT READERS

- Order No. 812070&

WHITE, JanE Helen, PH.O. Southern Hlinois University at Carbondale,
1880. 118pp. Major Professors: Billy Dixon, Oiane DeFord

This descriptive study was an atiempt (o ‘analyze in-process
mprehension. Within the desigp, subjects were asked to create a

ory schema from a list of commonly used words (i.e., pins, cleats,
cloth). and then 1o read & passage of said words which contained
clausal cues indicating verbalization points. Oueto the specific use of
these vocabulary items within the passage, the readersiended to
predict a schema which did not maich the actual context met (a
sailing passage), Then the readers were asked to recall what they had
read. At each point within this design (list, passage, retelling). the
thoughts and problems encountered when reading as well as the
recall of passage information were carefully recorded in order to
describe and analyze in-process comprehension. The major data
source for comprehending information and schema inferaction
resided in the reading protocols and retelling transcripts.

The research population consisied of twenty readers, fen
proficient and ten non-proficient aguits, There were five mates and
five females in each proficiency group. All sludents were enrofied ina
southern llinois junior college.

Specific areas of interest within this study were: (1) the number
and characteristics of the strategies used to comprehend the passage
#s revealed through the protocols; (2 the effect of schema
instantiation onthe number and charactenstics of Strategies used, the
amount of information remembered, and the organization of that
inlormation. -

The tape recordings of the protocols were transcribed by the
researcher, matching each protocolwith the clause of the text to
which it referred. Each protocol was described as to the Strategy or
unit of text intormation employed within i, using the taxonomy derived
from the data. The relelling transcripls were propositionalized to  ~
maich the text base propositions of |he passage.

While there were obvious differences in the number of strategies
used in the proficienl, non-proficient, male and fen.ale calegories,
none of these differences was siatistically signilicant. Proficient
readers did use almost twice as many sirategies as non-proficient
readers, but this was not stmistically significant, The difterences on

k-3

. the level of sirategies used (word, sentence, or passage) were also

non-sighificant statistically. Schema instantiation, howsver, proved a
crucial Step in comprehension. Schema instantiation occurred
significantly sarlier for proficient readers and for female readers.
Proficient readers cued in by clause 7.7 on the average; non-
proficient readers averaged clause numbier 19, Females cued in by
clause 9.2, while malescued in by clause 17.5. All readers used more  +
sirategies after schema instantiatign than before, although the k. ¢! of
{heir strategy usage was not statistically ditferent, Proficient readers
re called more information during their retellings, but alt readers
recountes more information after the context was cleer than before,

Readers were characterized from a univariate analysis of their
taxonomic classification usages. Proficienl readers varied from non-
prolicient readers in their use of maintaining the contract to respond
10 the researcher, in wheir use of capsulations, in their recounting of
personal experiences as they read, and in their use of predicling as a
straledy. Non-proficient rexders did not respond often while
participaling in this research,

M readers exhibited the sama behaviors while reading; the
differences seemed 10 be in their fiexibility with the process. All
readers used more strategies after schema instanliation than before;
all recalled more inlormation after schema instantiation than bejore.

Cuelng Info the macrostructure was a hey to comprehension and
to retrieval in this particular reading passage. Readers who
succeeded wera opertling from more of a top-tawn reading model,
interactive yes, but mostdefinitely-paying atiention 1o the overall
structure. - - ,
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READING COMPREHENSION: AN ANALYSIS FOR
DEVELOPMENTAL READING PROGRAMS IN INSTI™TIONS
OF HIGHER EDUCATION OrderNo. 8114898

WHITT, MARY Frances, Ep.0. The Universily of Alabama, 1980,
151pp. -

The purpose of this study was lo analyze the skill L]
comp rehension within a developmental reading program and to
determine if reading comprehension showed significant gans when a
devetoPmental reading course emphasized the skill of
cemprehension. Three reading skill areas were anak .ed,

The population for this Study included entening freshman students
at Alabama State Universily who were administared the Nelson.Denny
Reading Testand enrolled in the developmental reading program.
Participating freshman students compnsed 14 class sections of
developmental reading and formed the experimental and control
groups for the siudy. The experimental group was composed of seven
sections of developmental reading with a tolal of 102 students. This
group received instruction based upon a comprehension emphasis
approach. The control group consisled of seven sections of
developmental reading with a total of 102 sludents. This group
received instrition based upon a skills aPproach with no emphasis
upon & particular skill. -

Three nuil hypothesis were formulated 10 determine the variability
of test scores on the Nelson-Denny Reading Test for ditferences in
total re ading. vocabulary, and comprehension between experimental
and conlrol groups. The determination to accept or reject the three
null hypothesis of the study was based upon an analysi3 of variance
onthep tand postiest data obtaind from reading scores on fhe
Nelson-Oenny Reading Test. The p .05 ievel of signifitance was used
as the accepltablz level of probability for the stalislical proced ure.,

The datais reported in three parts each dealing with that which
was computed for the particular null hypothesis being tested. The
three null hypotheses were the following: {Ho,} No signilicant
ditferences in totat readir.g gain, as indicated by the Nelson-Denny
Reading Test data, will be found between those students who
received comprehension emphasisinstruction (expenmental group)

and those sludents who did not receive comprehension emphasis
instruction {controt group). (Ho,) No significant differences in
vocabulary gain, as indicated by the Nelson-Denny Reading Test data,
will be tound between those students who received comprehension
emphasis instruction (experimental group) and those students who
did nol recgivg comprehension emphgsis instruction {conlrol group).
{Hoq) No significantditferences in comprehension gain, asindicated
by the Nelson-Denny Reading Test dala, will be found between those
students who received comprehension emphasis instruction

{ex perimentgl group) and those students who did nol receive
comprehension emphasis instruction {control group).

A summary of Ihe statistical analysis of Ihe firs| null hy pothesis
revealad that there was a significan| difference belween the
groups. TheList null hypothesis (Ho,) was rejected. An enalysis of the
second null hypothesis found no significant difference between the
twa groups. The second nult hypothesis (Ho,) was accepted. The
th*~d null hypothesis (Ho,) was rejected when a significant diffe ence
was found between the groups. .

The tollowing conclusions were based upon the findings. {1} An
analysis of the data and presentation of the findings revealed |hatin
lotal reading, the experimental and control groups made significant
gains. Thisimprovement in the reading skilis by both groups'was
probably due lo three variables, student interest in thedevelopmental
reading course, academic ability, and the instru ctional process.

{2) Both groups made significant improvement in the vecabutary skill,
(3) The experimental group made significantly greater gains than the
conirol groupin the skill of comprehension which was the major
tocus of this study.

Although the initial comprehension scores were lower for the
expenmea'tal group than for the control group, higher scores and
greater gains were mada by the experimentat group. it may be
concluded that a comprehension smphasis pfocedure could improve
all the reading skills and, more specifically, the siill of
comprehension, to a much grealer exlent.

N
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