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The aythor conducted a cross ratiomal analysis of

. sociological research reported in lcading journals at two points in

year period to determine if sociologists' ability to

produce valid. social generalizations had improved significantly over
the recent past. The official journals of the United States (American
sociological Review), Canada (Canadian Review "cf Sociology and
Anthropology), and Great Britain (Sociology) were seiected for

. exanination. .A1so included in the analysis were two other highly

Teputed jourrals--the Azerican Journal of Sociology and the British.
Journal of Socjology. Only articles reporting the results of

enpirical research
the research reports contained in the five j

vere included in the comparative analysis. All of
ournals were examined to

deteraine the research design eaployed, the type of sample oI
populatidr investigated, and. the method usad to collect the data.

Results include
tut also in the

the past ten years in the méthodological characteristics of published °

the following. Particularly in the Amexzican jourmals,
Canadian Review, the analysis reveajed changes over

studies such that sociologists® ability to make va.id sociadl

generalizations

may be improved substantially. By taking readings at

..several points in time, selecting a broadly based saanple, and not

relying exclusively upon one or two methods of data collection, it is
extremely likely that the generalizations produced are less affected

 _ by measurement artifacts and instead reflect effects of relevant
- factors as they impinge upon the variatles socioingists seek to

explain. (Author/RH) .
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SOCIAL GENERALIZATIONS:
‘ BIASES AND SOLUTIONS

ABSTRACT

L

The 'discipline of sociology is concerned with producing.abstract .

statements of relationship, i.e., generalizations. Factors involved in the - .

= .
v

measurement process can distort in unknown ways the generalizations veached.

2

Through an historical examination of the predominant research’ designs

employed, the type of samples drawn, and the methods used for data collec-

tion, it is contended that the discipline may be entering a new stage in its

ability to produce valid social generalizations. ' ;

INDEX HEADINGS
Research methodology

Sociology of science
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SOCIAL GENERALIZATIONS: .
BIASES AND SOLUTIONS

- i

In the midst of concern about the status and future prospects of the '
discipline of sociology (Gordon, 1980; Gray, 19793 Rossi, 1980),'1 would like
to ddd a positive note. If we can agree that all measurement involves two
components, error and the "true" observat1on, then it would appear that we
are making steady, if uneven, progress in reducing the ervor component, and
thus are produc1ng more valid s0s1a1 genera11zat1ons | e

Science involves a nomothetic approach -the productiion of state-
~ ments or assertions which are general in form, and which  contain no ref-
erénce‘to specific objects: people, places, or times GPrzeons}i and Teune,
1970). However, no sc%entific discipiine begins with a completely nomo-
thetic body of assertions. Empirical tests of theoretical asse(tions always
involve measurement of specific things ina specific space-time context..
Because of this, factors pe%tainipg to these speciﬁdc.measurements can ) .
influence or bias the results obta%ngg, thus distbrting the genéralization
possible {(Roethlisberger and Dickson, 1964 [1939]:"14-20). Furthermore,
if these factors perta1n1ng to measurement are constant or systematic,
as opposed to rgndom, the realization of valid generalization is severely
jnhibited (Kish, 1959). In arriving at valid generalizations, then, one

should always be involved in distinguishing between relevant and artifactual

factors. . -
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For example, Marsh (1964) has noted the apparent social genéraliza-
tion discovered in'severa} American studies of ; negative correlation between
business cycles and male sui;ide rates. However, because each of the par-
ticu{ar studies was conducted in the U.S., an important limiting condition
to this genefa1izatiog was. left undiscovered, and Qgéame instead an unknown

' lbaFtifact of measurément, thus distorting the generalization. Oniy when :
a similar s’udy with an opposite result. was undertaken iﬁ Ceylon was the .
discovery of t;is condition made possible. In tho;e socteties where there

- is high importance attached to economic aspects of status in the determination
of serLes?eem, the}e is an inverﬁe rg]atioﬁ between the business cycle and
the male suicidé rate.

This example illustrates well how the specific context‘Of research

can 'be confounded in unknown ways with the resulting generatization. If
the éffecfs of méasuéément artifdcts are random, then syétematid replication

X —is all that is required to reveal the "true" generalization. However, .
if artifactual- factors are systematic, then systematic variation of all
contextual factors, including the me%hod‘af,measurement itself, becomes
necessary in order tp produce a valid generalization. And becéuse we can
;ever_bevceriéin whe%her measurement artifacts are random or systematic
(Blalock, 1968), reéeéted and varied measurement become .the watchwords

2

of science.
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Three Major Sources of Error

.

o T It is the purpose of th1s paper to identify and exam1ne three maJor
sources of error with respect to current developments in the discipline.

- Whereas problems 1nvolved in our ability to generaﬂ1ze have been documented
throughout the h1story of sociology (Catton, 1964), of particular concern
here is the present, and whether or not we are making gains relative to_the
very recent past. A’ comparative examination of t&e research designs ‘
employed, samp]es.drawn, and methods;gsed’wi]] allow us to draw‘conc1usion§

concerning the presant status of sociological generalizations.

.&
1) Design

-

As Camphe]l (1957) has stated, current edgnificant events may
operate in unknown ways to influence the generalizations we obtain from
our research. The heavy use of cross-sectional research designs has prompted
the- criticism that sociology is ahistorical (Brown and Gl]martln, 1969
Zaret, 1978). However, as Stouffer (1950) has maintained, because of the
lack of control over variab]esoin.host of our research, we are more often
than not faced with "after" situations. This .lack of control, therefore,
fiieans that "hietory" may be interwovenJinto some or most of the generaliza-
tions we produce.

For exam;$§§%ﬁn the 1960°'s, several studies of students' attitudes

toward tniversity were undertaken in an attempt to discover whether students
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are primarily acagemic, collegiate, vocational, or nonconformist types (Clark

"~and Trow, 1966; Golsen et al., 1960; Gott11eb and Hodgk1ns; 1968) Although

the kind of university was controlled for in _these cross- sect1oqfl4designs,
the findings nevertheless could be verx‘much affected by the particular
economic and political c]imate-qf this decade in America. Thus, if the
"desire is to determine to what.extent student brientations_ta’aﬁiversity
fluctuate accordﬁng to the tIQfS or rema1n constant, 1t is necessary-

either to conduct longitudinal studies or to cumu]ate available studies

over time (see Feldman, 1971). ;

2) Sample

Since the mid-1920's, most of all sociological data accumulated
have been co:iected by Americans studying Americans. A]though this
imbalance is now éhifting somewhat, this fact alone could affect the ‘
generaljzatitns about social behavior to date if it can be demonstrated
thét A;erica;s and their cultlre are somehow unique.

Unfortunately, .for our purposes, Americans are uniqﬁé’??f?i"
variety of ways. A systematic search by the author of over 40 sbcia]
science journals from 1970 to 1976 produced 252 cress-nktional studies in

swhich the United States is represented in the majority.of cases. Among other

things, a review of these studies reveals that Americans attend church more L

often (Alston, 1975; Bell, 1974), are more often members of voluntary

associations (Curtis, 1971; Smith, 1972), work in more forma]ized’organizétions

-~
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(McMillan et al., 1973) 11ve in a more’ bureaugratic soc1ety (Frlsble, 1975),

have fewer social security programs (Cutright, 19713 “1shra, 1973), have a
h1gher GNP (Mishra, 1973), and are more protective of individual freedom and
c1v11 liberties (Ga]lat1n and Adelsqn, 1971) than the c1t1zens of -all or’
most other developed nations ‘with whom they are compared The combined
.independent,and jnteraction effects of these and other dlfferences clearly
-make the united States a unique. cultural entjty. §onsequent1y, many of the.
géneralizations that apply to this society might well not apply to other
social groups in other nation states. ‘

. Even within the United States,\h1stor1ca11y many of the studies
undertaken have not been representative of its c1tlzenty Although reliable
sampllng procedures have been known since Booth's study of life and labor
in London (Lazarsfe]d 1962 761), either they have not been used to the
extent that they should have been, or th2 generallzatlons produced have

)
gone beyond that dictated-by the sample_used. For example, convenience

:

samples of university students have found their way into sociologjca]
journéls in numbers far outweighing their relative proportion in American
society (Foschi, 1980). A'simple analysis of the defining characteristics
of this group reveals many dtfferences'between it and the general populace.
Yet all too often, the results obtained from these studies have been used

»

to produce generatizations for the entire American population, a practice
. ‘

’

bound to introduce severe distortion.
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3) Method
Enough sludies of the same thiné emp]oying qifferent methoas of
measurement have been undprfaken tovrealize that the actual methods uséd
do produce differgnt results (;ee for exémp]e, Cannell and- Fowler, 1963; °
Gould, 1969; Weiss, 1968). Of great coqcerw since Labiere's landmark
study ({934) is the seemingly\exclusive reliance of sociologists on thg )
igterview ind quésfibnpaire ds data gathering ins truments - (Brown and
Gilmartin, ]969; Phillips, 1971). To the extent that verbal or pencil
and papeﬁ reports of attitudes and behavior are the preeminent method

of e]iciti}g data, severe and systematic distortion of the generalizations:

produced by these means will be the result (see Ajzen and Fishbein, 1977;

»

Deutscher, 1973; Schuman and Johnson, 1976).

A pantiaf solution to the dependence'on the interview, and

ﬁuestionnaire has beenthe increased use of multiple indicatorg‘in survey e
resear&h (see Costner, 1969; Curtis and Jaékson, 3962);_however, a m0fe
obvious solution is the use of a hych wider rangelof "tools 1in the
sociologist's armamentarium" (Brown and Gilmartin, 1969:288). It might

also be added that to the extent that more than one method is employed

in any one study (see Campbell and:Fiske, 1959), valid generalizations— . _
are more likely to be produced through thé strategy of trigpgulat%on

(penzin, 1970:297-313).

S

e

—




An Empiricai Assessment of Sociological Research

. Within the very recent past, serioué attention has been devoted to )

reducing the distortion in generalizations arising from research designs., ‘ ////

§amp1es: and methods (§ee for examp]e, Elder, 197&; Glenn and Frisbie, 197%; t
- Sudman,'1976)u Furthermore,-it is my contention that-this concern is not -

1inited‘to methodoloéica]tessays; it is apparent in the actual reports of 2

research results. As a test of this assertion, a systematic.ani}ysis of_-'

the major sociology journals of the United States, Canada, and Great

—— -~ ‘Britain for 1978 and 1979 was undertaken to ascertain the research designs'

. ~
T employed, the Einds of samples drawn, and the methods used in the research
studies presented If it could be determined that a greater proportion
of contemporary artic.eszreported diachronic recearch deSiqns, nationa1
and cross-~ nationa1 representative samples or popu]ations and data ’ , e

coi]ected.by‘diverse methods than articles.in the past, then confidence

¢

in the generalizations produced today should also be propertionately greater.

Procedore . jf

In order to avoid.some of the sources of error mentioned above,
it was decided to conduct a cross-national analysis of sociological research .
reported in leading journals,at two'points in time to determine whetn%r
our ability to generalize has improved significantly over the recent past

along several national fronts. Accordingly, the official journals of the

‘¢




" United”States (Anerican Sociological Reviéw), Canada (Canadian Review of
Sociology and Anthropology), and Great.Britain (Sociq%agy) were Se1ected
for eXamdnation.’ In addition, two cther journalsﬂ(Amgiican Journal~of
Sociology,and British Journal of SoctoZogy) older than the official

. c~gans agd also h1gh1y reputed (see Glenn, 1971), were 1nc1uded in the

nalys1s e

(Cariadian JournaZ of+ Sociology) has not been.in ex1stence long enouah\tp/

Unfortunet]ey, a- second general soc1ology journal in Canada

wavrant its inclusion in the analysis. - .

' 0n1y'articies reporting ‘the results of empirical research

~

were included in the comparative amalysis.

A11 journals contained

articles on’theory and methodology.

as were articles which are .properly.termed "essays'.

The essays,'rénging

These were excluded from examination,

over a broad spectrum of topics, did in several instances provide empirical

examples; however, no explicit data set was addressed with respect to a

t -

or exclusion.

series of research questions.:

This was the bas1c criterion for inclusion

Q

-

Because many-essays appeared in both British journals compared

. P .
with the journals from America and Canada, it was decided to examine a

research articles was represented.

two yeéar span of issués in order to ensure that an adequate number of

Accordingly, all issues of Sociology

<

" and the British Journal of Sociology were exanined for 1978 and 1979. In

/ A d » -
the case of Canada, because only one national journal was available for
analysis, a 51m11ar decision with respect to a two-year examination was

made. In the Unlted States, a suff1c1ent number of research articles

3
v g
It . ,
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appeared jq both journals during one'year eo warrent only a one-&ear analysis

(1978). . - ‘
‘ The comparative reference peint for the Britgsh and Canadian joﬁrna]s

js 1968 and 19695 for u.S. Journals, 1t js 1968. Because it is contended

.that the ability to genera11ze has 1mpaned in the very -recent past, a-ten

year lapse represents a rather str1ngent test of this assertion. If it can

be demonstrated that there has occurred slgn1f1Cant improvement dur1ng this :

ten yeat period in research des1gns, samples, and me@pods employed, then

we can be more confident that the generaiizationsiproduced today are also

- . - <

more valid. ) ' ‘ ‘
- Table,l presents the articles examined during the two time
periods classified according.to whether they are'e@pirica1 research reports
\ ». <

f\/'"- o

\

, TABLE 1 ABOUT HERE

3 -
~ 8 ;
-

. -
[} - 6
or are theoretical, methodo]ogice], or "other" essays. It is inmediately

r~

apparent that there are significant differences between what is contained . .
in the North American and British journals. In both the U.S. and Canada,

the research report constitutes the major category of article, whereas in_. ~ - -

[y

Britain it is only slightly more represented than the”scholar’y essay.

L3

" Reliance on the éssay as a medium of scientific discourse is s /

more characteristic of a discipline in its early stages of development. -
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In Britain in 1960, it has been estimated that there were "rather fewer

thap forty sociologists teaching in British universities” (Jackson, 1875:19).

The predominant concerns at this time were “"policy-oriented social or
political arithmentic," "problems of social structure, egalitarianism, and
social disadvantage," and "a philosophical apprpach to the general concerns

of the discipline" (Jacksopn, 1975:19- 20). Thesé concerns were and continue

to be expressed through the essay - soc1a1 commentary containing 1113&—

- tretive data, -impressionistic ana]yses, and appeals for specific social

action and policy.

While it may be stated that sociclogy in.Canada was not par-
tjcu]ar]y more developed than in Britain'at a comparable period (in 1960,
there¢wereﬁ{§i5§x:gnewfgeg1ty'members in sociology" [Hi]]er; 1979a:129],.
it did develop more quickly as a result-of a massive infusion of American
sociologists during the 1960's. "By 1970-71, only 40.3 percent of‘all

sociologists and anthropologists in Canada were Canadian citizens while

—--_38.5 percent were—American" (Hiller, 1979a:129-30). Consequent]y, it is

. little wonder that the distribution of articles in the Canadian Review

approximates those found in their American counterparts.
ana]]y, it should be stated that research articles have not

always been ‘ound in such preponderance in American Journals In a

reanalysis of the data presented by Brdwn“and—ﬁ11mart1n (1969:283), only
42.5 percent of the-200 articles appearing in the ASR and AJS during
1940-41 were research reports g%ven the basis for classification used

in Table:1. Clearly, significant development has.a1so occurred in

“American sociology.

»
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It is argued here that the essay is not an appropriate vehicle

for grriving at valid social generalizations. Notwithstanding the fact
that the concerns expressed in vssays are often broader#an those found |

in research reports, it is nevertheless also apparent that the main purpose \

2 “

of an essay is to establish an argument or a case using whatever data

and'illustrations deemed Viable, while the objective of a research report

js to answer within a specified context a numbér of explicit questions,

ideally letting the chips fall where they may. Over the long run, this

cumulativ; enterprise will be productivs of valid generalizations.
Hopefully, the distribution of articles in non-American journals will
contain a'greafér proportion of research reports in the years to come.
.A11 of the research reports contained in the five journals
during the two specified time periods were examined to determine the
research design employed, the ;ype of sample or population investigated,
and the method used to collect the data. The ?bl]owing assignment rules

were followed:

-
a) Design. " Articles were classified according to whether meas urement
occurred at one pé}nt or more than one point in time. Longitudinal designs
included the rare laboratory experiment in which measurement took p}ace
over short periods of time, as well as historical analyses which examined
documents and records over long time spans.
b) Sample. Articles were also classified according to the sampling

frame used. If the research involved some sample or population that was

I




not representatiye of _the entire nation state in which the journal was

_published, the article was categorized as national (1ocal). If, on the

other hand, the data were representative of the nation, it was termed

national’(representative). Obviously, studies based on census data

are representative as are those involving .national interview surveys

and secondary analyses of records involving the whole country. Finally,

2

if any foreign samp]es or populations were presented, these were. classified

as foreign. Cross-national as well as non-comparative studies were ' /

included in this category.
. ¢) Method. A1l methods of data collection reported in the research articles

were recorded as long as there was some evidence in the results section

that these methods were partially responsible for producing the data set

that was analysed. Four categories of methods were established: interview, =~

questionnaire, secondary analysis, and other. If 2 research study was -~

based on the results of a sociological interview or questlonnaire survey, -

regardless of whether the author(s) actually collected the data or they

were collected by others, the report was classified as an interview or

questvonnalre study. There is developing a common practice in the discipline

whereby research 1nst1tutes and data banks make their data available for

'others to analyse. Al11 of the artlcles employ1ng these data sets are .

categorized according to the methods originally used to collect these data.

However, data collected by census enumerators and pollsters -are termed

secondary in that clearly the original data were collected for purposes

oth8r than sociological analysis. Other types of secondary data include




-

it will be noted that there has occurred an overall increase in the use of

Results

13 ’

official'statistics, registers, personal and organizational records, election

returns, historical .documents, indéxes; and cumulations of other studies for
the purpose of reanalysis. Content analysis, being based on secondary souﬁces,
is also classified as secondary. Finally, "other" methods of data collection

ifclude participant and objective observation, lab experiments, and various -

psychological tests.

4

Table 2 presents the analysis of the research articles published

TABLE 2 ABOUT HERE e

in the five QOurnals for the two time periods according to design, sample

and method characteristics. Looking first at thé research designs employed,

1

longitudinal designs compared with ten years earlier. In 1968, the largest

percentage of articles with at least two measurements in tipe is 38%; in 1978,
the comparable .figure ié‘51%. Correspondingly, there is also a minimal
%ncrease in the bottom end-of the range (29% to 31%).

Although in British journals there is a slight decrease in time

series studies from 1968 to 1978, there is greater reliance being placed on

&
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-Rprticu]ar]y in the U.S., the change is dramatic, such that half of the

_over, this result is consistent with regard to both the 4srR (52%) and the

AJS (50%). The typical longitudinal design reported in these five journals .

14

these designs by researchers appearing in American and Canadian journals.

articles in 1978 took measurements at more than one point in time. More-

encompasses a ten to thirty year pefiod, and involves an analysis of either

secondary data_(quite often_census_material) or national interview surveys.

-.largely a reflection of the development of the discipline in the three

However, time spans of up to one hundred years are reported in the journals
of all three countries.

Looking now at the samples wﬁich comprise the data sets in these
rééearch articles, close to 60% of all studies in 1978 inQ@]ve ei ther
representative national or foreign samp]es.' This signifies a marginal

increase over 1968, q]thbugh there is considerable between-country variation;

countries involved.

\In 1978 compa;ed with the decade gar]ier, u.S. jourﬁa]s included
a much greater proportion of articles ana]xsing foreign data gets (A§R=24%;
AJS=28%)l There appears to be a conscious decision on the part of journal
editors and researchers alike, ndﬁ that a 1arge national data base has been

established, to broaden the empirical bases for generaiization by examining

previously Eesearchedﬁrelationsh1b; us1ng‘fUrETgn—and"cross-nationaJAdata~fffl ——

sets.

In Canada, however, a much different situation prevails. Only

very recently have data concerning tﬁe structure and process in this country
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on a national bagis been systematically collected and made available. Apart
‘from census data, a real paucity has existed that is now remedied in part “ E—
bj‘the appearance during the latter 1970's of articles analysing both large-
scalg national surveys and secondary data. Prior to this period, the

Canadian Review contained many "foreign" articles examining largely American

data. Thus, the substantial change in samﬁles betwégn 1968 and 1978 represents
. N i

both editorial policy as well as a heightened nationgﬂfconsciousness Qﬁi]]er,

1979a).
: In Britain, a different situation again exists. The British Journal
. of Sociology has- long operated as an international forum. In 1968, fully ~

60% of its research articles involved foreign data sets; ten years later
produced 1ittle change.(55%). Sociology, by contrast, is the.organ of the
national association, and is very much a pationai jourﬁai concé}ned with
the establishment of a national data base. In 1968, hévi?g been in existence
fo} only one year, 85% of its articles dealt with either 1oc$1 (50%) -or

' representative (35%) national data sets, while in 1978, the.corresponding

" figures are 62% (local) and‘31% (representative)t Consequently, examination .

of the samples analyséd in the journals under examination is reflective

of different stages and rates of development of the discipline in these .

T countries.

Finally, with regard to the methods of data collection used in

«

these studies, the.ten year comparison reveals that the questionnaire has

dropped considerably in popularity as a research tool, a]thougﬁ the
FY \

frequency with which the interview is used has remained constant or even

18 : .
-I N ) .’
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increased, This is partially explained by the continuation of large-scale
...-—national surveys in the U.S., and the emergence of this type of research
in Canada and Britain. ‘ ) N
Within the ten years, reliance'on secondary data in American \\\\\ 7T
. Journals has increased to a point comparable to the journals in the other | F
two countries, such that now almost two-fifths of the data ana]ysed in
; these five Journals have come from secondary sources. wh11e it may be
noted that there -are only.two ways of gathering data, asking or observing .
(Hagedorn and Hedley, 1980:57), and therefore, secehqary data are subject S
-to the same sources of error when they were originally collected as o
primary data are, nevertheless secondary data are collected uhder many
different conditions by d1verse agents.
. Secondary data are the contemporary arch1ves - accret1on measures
left by a group or society indicating the social facts which constra1n and
i guide the actions of the fngividuals which comprise it (see Durkheim, 1964
N ) [1&95]; 1-13; Webb et al., 1966:35-111). Whereas many secondary data may
be collected obtrusive]y: these obtrusions are part of the normal /&xpec-
tations of pngqing soéia] existence,\ahd are therefore relatively non-
" reactive measures ef'behaVior;“ Registration of births, deaths, and ' '2
' marrlages, newspaper articles, educational and other 1nst1tut1ona1 records, :
official stat1st1cs, e1ect10n returns, 1eg1s1at1ve o111s,‘court transcr1pts,

and d1ar:es, Jetters, and biographies all make up the fabric that constitutes

social life.
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Thus, to the extent that they are varied, secondary data

probably are not subjecg to systematic error to the same degree as

" data collected exclusively by one or two methods. Examination of the

sources of secondary data, in these five journals attests to their

-diversity. Together they provide a richness of data which approximates

social behavior in all of its manifestations. An overall increase in the

use and variety of secondary data from 1968 to 1978 should dispe]i

‘crit?cism"that”“thé“sotioiogist‘todqy limits himself rather generally to

~.

the construction and conduct of questionnaires and interviews" (Brown

‘and Gimartin, 1969:288). ~ !

confirmed in the United States, marginally supported in Capada, and-

Discussion

-~

Different rates of changeé, and even différences in the
djrection‘gf change, may be witnessed in these five journals over the
ten.year period. The proposition that a gréate; proportion o% contemporary
Journal artic]es report d{achronic designs, nationa] or cross-national’
representative samp]es and a gréater d1vers1ty in data collection
methods than art1c1es written ten years. ear11er appears to be substantially

~

rejected in Britain (see Table 3).

s

TABLE 3 ABOUT HERE
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Particularly in the American journals, but also in the Canadian
Review, the analysis has revealed-changes over the-past tem years in the
._methodo1ogica1 characteristics of published studies such that our ability
to make valid social generalizations may be improved substantially. By
tékiﬁg i “adings at several points in time, selecting broadly based samples,
aqd not-re]yiqg exclusively upon one or two methods of data collection,
it is extremely 1jke1y that the generalizations produced are less affected
by measurement artifacts and instead reflect real effects of relevant
factors as they impinge upon the variables we seek to-explain.
Given the differences in findings among American, Canadian, and
British journals, it is important to address .the issue of future
) deve]dpments in our ability to generalize. Is the'"American'mode1"

__symptomatic of things to come in the other national journals? There is

reason to believe that it /is.
~ Although the d%scip]ine of soéio]ogy is reputed to be about)156
years old (Catton, 1964:914-15), professiona]]y and brganizationa]]y; it is
' cons1derabgy younger, and there are substantial differences among countries
as to when it was 0ff1c1a1]y recognized. The first soc1o1og1ca1 assoc1at1oﬁ
o to form in. the Un1ted States occurred in 1905 (Rhoades, 1980) It was ot

£i1 195] that a similar association formed in Britain (Banks, 1967),

“and 1 Cdﬁada, the first autonomous sociology and anthropology association

came into being in 1965 (Anderson‘et al., 1975)." The establishment of

sociology journals in these countries follows a similar rank ordering.

" Given these criteria, the United States is the most developed sociologically,

2t
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¢
and Canada the least. However, it has also been meﬁtioned that Canada, due
to-its proximity to the U.S., ha{'been greatly influencédchy this country.

This is reflected in the figures in Table 3.

T -+ If the development of a science involves its increasing ability

to produce nomothetic statements (Reichenbach, 1951:5), one wouid indeed
be surprised, not to mention disappointed, to find that the U.S., given
its history, was not more advanced in this endeavar vis-a-vis Canada and

Britain. The growth of a discipline ‘occurs through the cumulating and

digesting of specific data in order that more abstract, general assertions

can be made. For sociology, this means the study of particular groups
within a national context at discrete points in time (Hiller, 1979b). dn]y
later in this developmental process is it possible to break out of
specific space-time contexts into statementéwof a more general variety.

" Given- the deveiopménts of sociology in these three -countries and what
is current]y'bejhg'published in their national journals, it would appear

. that'the discib]ine may be entering a new stage in its abi]iiy to prodﬁce

valid social generalizations.

N
&
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i ) s
1. To avoid awkward‘nes's in style and presen'éation, the first
) period of comparison, whe’gher it be 1968 (i.é., American journals) or 1968
and 1969 (i.e.; Canadian-and-British-journals), will be referred to through- -
? out as 1968. S$imilarly, the second period is termed 1978. ' i | ) C o=
‘\ . ,
‘ |
. -
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Table 1. Types of Articles published in Five Major Journals in the United
States, Canada and Britain, 1968-69 and 1978-79.
. ——— -~
T ——— ) x4
Type of Uni ted States] Cahada2 ) Britain3
Article 1968 1978 1968-69 1978-79 1968-69 1Q78-79
Research Report 8% - 73% 75% 77% 45% 40%
Essay: Theory 12 15 3 0 15 19
Methodology 10 8 3 2 9 6
Other 4 5 19° . 210 U 358
" Totatt 005 101%  100% 100% 100% 100%
(N) (93) (102) (32) (48) (88) (98)
1. Journals represented: American Sociological Review, Vols. 33 and 43;

American Journal of Sociology,
2. Journal represented:
Vols. 5, 6, 15, and 16.
3. Journals represented:

Vols. 73(4,5,6),

74(1,2,3), 83(4,5,6), 84(1,2;3).

- Canadian Review of Sociology and Anthropologys

Soctology, Vols.

Vols. 19, 20, 29, and 30.

2, 3, 12, ind 13; British Journal

of Soctology,

4.
5.
6.

_ contained four brief comments and two essays,
as "other." oo

7.
8.
obituary.

The di<ference between column sums and 100 is due to rounding error.’
One of these was an anthrepology research article. ..

One issue (15:2) was a special collection of articles_on Quebec. It
all of which have been classified

Includes one proposed study. N
Includes five brief comments on eailier essays and one }ead article

Y
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. Table 2.° Design, Sample and Method Employed in -American, Canadlan and
) British Journal Research Articles, 1968-69 and 1978- 79

Methodological United States Canada Britain .}
Characteristics 1968 1978 1968-69 1978-79 1968-69 1978-79
Design2 . L. )
Cross-sectional 70% 49% 7% 62% 62% - 69%
Longitudinal 30 51 29 38 . 38 31
: 100% 100% 100% 100% 100% 100%
. (69) (74) (24) (37) (40) (39)
sample® . . -
National (local) - 51% 33% 52% 46% 35% 40%
National ’ ‘ .
(representative) 33 36 10 51 28 23
Foreign 16 26 38 . 3 38 37
100% 100% 100% 100% 101% 100%
: (69) (74) (21) (37) - (40) (35)
Method®
Interview 45% 4% 33% . 43% 36% 45%
Questionnaire 24 12~ 30 16 13 10
Secondary Data 22 36 - 30 39 38 36
Other (lab 9 10 7 2 13 10
experiment, 100% 99% 100% 100% 100% “101%
observation, etc.) . . ~ . .
— ) (76) (80) (27) (48) (45) (42)

1. See notes 1-4 in Table 1.

2. The number of cases reported in the section on Design is equal to the
actual number of research articles examined.

3. In a few articles the sample was not exp11c1t1y specified. Hence,
there are some discrepancies between the number of cases reported in the Des1gn
and Sample sections.

. 4. 1In some articles of all journals for both time periods, .more than one
method of data collection was reported. ConSequently, the number of cases 1n
the Methods section exceeds the actual number of articles.

~

~
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Tabie 3. Percentaée Change in Selected Methodological Features of Journal /
Articles' from 1968 to 1978. o .
Percentage Change in . Countries inawhich Jdurna1s Ajgbea'r‘ 0 -
Articles Reporting: United States - Canada- . Britain. L
Longitudinal designs _ 2% +9% ., - 7% \/ i
:\RepreSen’q@t'i\ve national / .. "_ ‘]
and foreign samples . H3. +6 o -6 ' !
- : . .o ‘
Secondary data sources _ ' : —-~ o
and "other" methods +15 +4 . -5 :
~ . N ‘ .
1. See notes -3, Table 1 for a listing of the jour}na1s sepresented.
- - ~ - e R .
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