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- ABSTPACT : :

In spite of an increased. emohas s on technical
training within the college curriculum, there is a growing
realization that *he humanities in gereral and ethics in“particular
are vi*al to the student's personal development and moral:
ewl'ahtennen Accordingly, LaGuardia Commurity College, with the
financial backing of *he National Endowment. for the Humanities, is

' conducting a Public History Program . (PEP) Ehat integrates literature
2nd e*hice in the explora*ion.of five *opics related to tha local
history of +he Borough of Queens (New York): transportation, work,
h:using. leisure, and aging. Throudh seminars, learning packages,

traveling exhibits, calendars, and broadsides, the PHP attempts ¢to

‘devt*fv t*he central values woven imto these historical issues. Since
differinag personal values, which are not often consciously
recoanized, cause confrontations. between individuals and groups, this
ethical examination should open lines’ of communication between
people, demonstrate the insignificance of many interpersonal
disputes, provide a clearer understanding of students® own values- and
the values of others. and allow individuals o take more control. over
the forces that govern their lives. Apoended to the papetr are
examples of *he ethics materials developed for the PHP learning:
packages, which raise ethical qlestions . for discussion related to
work,~.*he social coste of proagress, and the themes of an e:hibi* of

housing pho+oqvaohs. o
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* ' Reproductiorns snpp‘ied by ED®S are the bes* that can be made

% \ from the original document.
tttt*tt*t*ttt*tttttt*tttttttttt*tttttttt*ttttttttttttttttttttttttttttl

o4 . -

LI



ED205249

e

O

ERIC

PAruntext provided oy enic [

.Y

" “PERMISSION TO REPRODUCE THIS
MATERIAL HAS BEEN GRANTED BY

\John Chaffee .

TO THE EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES
INFORMATION CENTER (ERIC)."

ot

¢
'.
.
»
- . -
. -
-
- \ '
. -
.
o - e e
P L 4
- ’ .
s
]
.
. .
. . @.
. .
-
-
- "
. .
.
. K
>
.
-t g
. B

-
.
1
B
-
.
-
M \
. .
o~
-
.- .
’
-

. 'US. DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION .
+  NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF EDUCATION _
EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES INFORMATION
CENTER (ERIC)
Thr documont has been’ reproduced as
- received from the person or orgamzanon
: ongnnanngm

o

=] Mmchangeshmboenrmdetounprove ’

mpmducmn quality.

« ® Points of view or opinions stated in this docu-

ment do not necessarily represent official NIE

position or ‘policy.
. [ 4



- THE ROLE OF ETHICS IN EDUCATION: A PRACTICAL EXAMPLE
, : o . S _ - DR. JOEN CHAFFEE
e , B o : o LAGUARDIA COMMUNITY COLLEGE

. . . . i . . . , . .
‘e s . . .
"‘ S ! . . : : . .
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N In the recently i §pe Humanltles in Amerlcan Llfe, authored

by a cdmm1551on of outstandlng scholars, attentlon is drawn to the

1 . '
‘cruclal role whlch the study of ethics plays in the development of*

mature individuals and responsible cltlzens; Working rn’concert

: w1th other humanlstlc dlscrpllnes Whlch also encourage cr1t1cal

thlnklng skllls, the study of ethlcs prov1des a framework 1ncorpor-b

/f Fatlng;moral dlsclpllne and moral drscernment, a.framework w1th1n which

o . - ' AR R . Ce
‘fintelligent.and enlightened moral'decisions can be made. With-an '

i

-

-

‘*//1ncrea31ng empha51s by colleges and unlver51t1es on techn1cal

speclallzed and so-called "practlcal" skllls, the: questlon arises ' -

-.~whether,students'are'being deprived of the'encouragement'andistim_
’ulation necessary for personal growth into morally enlightened’ and ~

socially conscientious human beings. Far from bein "impractical,"’

* .
. S

importance.on_a\much more_profoundﬁlevel of practicality, as the
T _ A ; -l S
authors of this report suggest in the-following.passage;.

" If to gfow in wisdom -~ not simply in cleverness, or dekterity, or
learning: -- is practlcal ‘then the humanities, properly conceived

- and: conveyed, are decidedly practlcal They help develop capacltles

"hard to .define clearly and without cllche- a sharpened critical -
judgement, a keener appreciation of experlence. Study of the human-
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~n~ities.makes distinctive marks on the mind: through history,.the
.'ability to-disentangle and interpret- complex human eventsy through
~ literature and--the arts, the ability. to distinguish the deeply ‘felt,
" the well wrought, and the continually engrossing from the shallow,

the imitative, and the- monotonous,,throughfphilesephy—;the=shafpeﬁéﬁg===

“of . criteria for moral decisionshnd‘ﬁafréntable belief.- tﬁéj 12) T

How can‘thesevgoals-be achieved°, Clearly there is not Simply

-

.one path, but many which must be pursued. One such~path I am'cur-'

‘rently involved in is in my capaCity as Ethics AdVisor to an NEH

.7

on the borough of Queens, N. Y Thesprogram ueilizes seminars, learn-

'then5to examine themkin.a critical and reélectiVe fashion..-

| funded Public History Program. The purpose of the project directed

~

by Richard Lieberman and Janet Lieberman of LaGuardia Community College,

-

is to conduct ‘a community based public history program designed to

"stimulate and develop neighborhood interest ih.%Ocal history, focusing

-

'ving packages, traveling exhibits. calendars and broadSides.;*One of « .

the truly innovative aspects'of the:prqject is its interdisciplinary

-

'approach which‘integrates literature (coordinated by Sarah Barber of -

LaGuardia C.C.) and ethics in the exploration of historical themes.
I S T el T ol
‘As Ethics Advisor, my role has been to add a philosophical

-

dimension to thi very suécessful project by identifying the central

vafues wovenzinto the historical issues Which the grant is concernedjw

[ . D ’_:~ Y
With, and_to encourage.people-first to befaware;of these values, and

+

-
*

Almost every significant decision which we make in our: iives
. . LA . -
. _

reflects certain values which we feel are. important and-which we: are'

i
A
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- ;committed'to. In. many cases, these values are not consclously

'recognlzed by us..-Instead they are merely assumed to be correct B

ot

less unreflectlve level Thus when a confrontatlon

j.and above all anger.~

—\—_._..‘.l

. between people or groups w1th\?1fferent values takes place, people'

s P

o are not aiways aware of the real issues under d1spute More often

-

lthan not, the unfortunate result of th1s 1s bewllderment fear, chaos,

2 | . oy ‘
Thls is partlcularly‘true in the case of neighborhood life and

' neighborhood'history, For éxample,_issues-such:as-

-'sex, race, L7;\he’1ng handlcapped

ﬂthe potentlal placement of a drug rehabllltatlon center or a

‘I

'the proposed path'of a newproadwaygor subway line

the changefin thg racial or ethnic make-up of a:neighborhood ,
opportunltles and dlscrrmlnatlon in the job market ‘based on

management vs. employee, 1nclud1ng pay\scalesi strlkes,_lock-outs,'etc

| W1th all of these 1ssues, and others llke them, people tend to have

expremely pa331onate feellngs, and an attltude of. 1ntolerance normally

”reserved for rellglon, pOllthS and sports manla. And when opp031ng

;. -,_and.gbtentlal lines of communacatlon are shattered.

1)

<

- One solution to this_very_unsatisfactory situation is to inslst'

»

on-taking~a critical,‘reflective, and systematic approach to the issues'

- at hand,,andvtowards the underlying.values which they_reflect. By

: R RS : S T~
'S
.. . . . -
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identifying these baéEC'Values_andldragging them out into the. light
of day in:a structured; organized.and’Critical,fashion, a number of"

N 1 : : <§:;\
benef1c1al occurrances can result : A : C "

GRG0 S OS  . e el e e e e

-~ Lines of communication remain intact, insurlng a. reCiérocai flow .-
'__of ideas, and a gradual mutual understandlng and appreclatlon for the
v views of others. ' '

. “Dlsputes are often found to be based on- dlfferences or m1sunder- /‘.‘
) ;standlngs Whlch are superf1c1al rather than substantlve. o [
- e !
A clearer understandrng of our own values will help us understand i
- why we behave the way we- do; and will thus help us control and dlrect
- our behavior. We may also f£ind that our values are ‘'in need of rev1slon.4
. : , . . _\ 4 l‘ } . . .;' N N ‘ .
A ‘clearer understanding of the values of others will aid us in
‘empathizing with their situation, and where substantive differences .
o exist, to discuss these in an orderly and intelligent fashign.
-' . . ( ! ."_l o
_ By understandlng ‘the- h1stor1cal—development of va}ues and the -~
-4.-,._dec151ons which have resulted from them, we can better understand and
effectlvely control the forces shaping our lives. Intelllgent living
‘requires not slmply the making of informed choices, but also taking _
a hand in shaping and creatlng the alternatives from whlch we have to

choose.

¢ | . ..

fThis Public History Project has singled out five themes to be .

. N X - _ : ) : . .
explored: transportation, work, housing, leisure and aging.. Each

'theme-is approachedéin;terms'of:

Hlstory - whlch sets the scene, determlnes the focus, assembles
documents, and baslcally tell’s the story. o

therature - whlch 1llum1nates and enrlches the hlstorlcal themes
~through thematlcally selected books, ‘passages and quotatlon

Ethics == which fﬁentlfles and examlnes the value scaﬁfoldlng upon.
- ‘ whlch ‘the. h1stor1cal tapestry is hung.- o

';Attached are'examples of,eth;cal materlal‘developed for inclusion in

-

<y .




the f1rst three learnlng packages under the category "Thlngs to Think

—

About and Dlscuss."s_The aim of thlsvmaterlal_and other materlal llke.-‘

L

llt_lsthreefold 2 . I

1cal questlons central to the themes of the package

To ra1se key et

,.

-To stlmulate a cr1t1cal exploratlon of these questlons-

-

To ga1n the recognltlon that these questhnslnot only help us
- understand the past, they also (and much-more s1gn1f1cantly)
. lhelp us understand ourselves -- whq wve are and where we are golng.

A

- These ethlcal 1ssues are 1ssues whlch are.rooted 1n olir llfe exper-v

; 1ence.; Our ablllty to understand and ko™ successfully deal w1th these:
cr1t1cal 1ssues w1ll determ;ne Yhat our future w1ll be: 1nd1v1dually,
1n terms of the sort‘of people weiw1ll begome, and collectlvely, in _'
\ ; terms oﬂ the world we wlll create for us all to. llve in. The wisdom

L e . : :
S of the cholces wh;ch we make w1ll be d1rectly related to our degree

\v' f eth1cal awareness, our’ freedom from constralnt, and our determln-

‘ation to pursue the values we th1nk are- rlght

B Seen.in this light, there is;nothingfmore'crucial to a.person
. that the maturity which comes from .an ongoing critical'eXaminatiqn
g h°f his'ekperience in. general, ,and his values in particulari Values

11e at the heart of our experlence" and serve the catalysts for

A

'dactlon, ethical 1nqu1ry‘g1ves us - the opportunlty to 1llum1nate the_;

meailng of that _experience, and the ablllty to- shape our lives in.
h S - , _
consonance wlth.a~morally-enllghtened awareness.
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’The Queensbo;p Brldge - Tthgs to Thlnk Aﬂiut and Dlscuss B

-

The Price of Progress -

-Most ambltlous human endeavors carry price tags,\and "progress 1s one

which usually exacts a heavy price. For example,\ the Queensboro Bridge
construction .cost not only dollars, but also the lives of 50 men.. Its.
erection also had a dramatic 1mpact on the lives of millions of people.
'On the positive side of the ledger, the br1dge opé ed the borough- of
—Queens for industry‘and- hou51ng:‘”ThefnegatIve “side: 1s*well expresSed
in, the first two stanzas of The Bu:.lders, aepoem by\ W:Ltter By‘nnef‘*
Where that corner—house then stood : -~
Where your room was, and our. talks,-|
.Laths and doors and tumbled bricks .
Pile their dust upon®the walks. - .

No slow torch it is of time )
No quick blast &f magic¢-fire T
- But the sure, destroylng hand L E e
. Of the builders, bulldlng hlgher.- o Lo

Progress often means the sever1ng of our 11 s with the past ~- the
" destruction of existing ne1ghborhoods with tradltlons and ‘human relation-
ships, the loss of ‘landmarks and ‘historic houses, the elimination of
.grass, open-space. and wildlife. The constructlon.of thegbrldge deter—
mined the fate ‘and character of Long Island C1ty, transf rming 2 rural/
residential area igto an 1ndustr1al mecca, replete with: large factorles
and mammoth railroad yards. . . . _\\
There was a t1me in our nation's hlstory when "progress" wgs a god we
‘worshiped, and unrestrzcted and unplanned development was accepted with-
out guestion. ' This is no longer the case, as there is the grow1ng L
‘recognition that bigger is not necessarily better, that -new| development :
often destroys.things whlch cannot be-replaced. Out links éo the past.
are not expendable -- they give us a sense of continuity, of\tradltlon,
of identity. By telllng us where we came from, they enable us to.see
more clearly where we should be going. S "\ T
he future is everyone s respons:.b:Ll:Lty.t What happened ln the past was -
not inevitable. It was determined by human decisions made by human
be1ngs;cthe same way that the future will be determined. We “must en- -
courage growth which is thoughtful and planned, without burylng the
hlstorlcal rootf>from wh ich we have sprung. o ‘ ‘\

4 .
i //

.H L. Mencken, the newspaperman, once Sald' "To every complex questlon‘

there's a simple answer --' and it's wrong'? These are difficult

questions with difficult answers, but it -is our responsibilify to address

them as best we can, for we are thi shapers of tommorrow's future. . »
’ «Nﬁ ) - . . . - \
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in making t

_ For personal meaning and fulfillment. ST : .

Jess Manyok¥ - Thingszo Think About and Discuss

'TransitioniFrom "Craft" to "clock"

-Jess Manyoky started working for the Steinway Piano Co. crafting
individual pianos by hand. As the company grew and technology in-
__creased, he moved into a 'management role _overseeing other. workers, R
and gettlng pald by the hour instead of by the plano . ; o

Y
4

a) When a,person is personaldy respon31ble for creatlng or produc;ng

: somethlng, how does he feel towards the product of his skill and han

work°' “How does he feel about the value and worth of hzmself°

-

. b) When a person. is respons1ble for only one specialized step in
the. production of somethlng, does he feel differently towards it?

- If he.feels that he is simply a "cog in the machine," does he feel
dlfferently about his own value and worth° :

"We have much studled and much perfected of late, the great civilized

.‘1nventlon of the d1v1s10n of -labor, ‘only. we give it a false name. . It
.is not, truly spéaklng, the labor that is divided, but the men:...
- divided into mere ségments of man... broken into small fragments and

crumbs of life so that the little piece of 1ntelllgence that is left -
in' a man is /not enough to make a pin or a nail, but exhausts itself .

e point of a pln or the head of nail."
John Ruskln ‘The Stones of Venlce_ ;

why Do .We Work? _ .
— N | | _ . .

'Most.people work for two general reasons:-

To survive by earning a living.. . ‘ e

‘
4

a) If you ‘work © nly to earn a livﬂhg and,not -for meanlng or personal
fulflllment, how do you experlence‘your work;a Is your work an expres- :

-sion of yourself, or are you 51mply "marklng t1me°"

’

b) If ‘your work is meanlngful and fullellng, what sort of feellngs

. - ’ DT
c) Is meanlngful and ﬂulfllllng work‘avallable today’.

~< . i .

._V* o o _

' 4do you, have towards your work experrence ‘and toward youiself°

-



Ethical Questions Displayed with Housing Exhibit?Photographs
-What-do we lost when an .old house is destroyed?

Why are extended familie§ :.rrq'.~or:tar1t‘> .Whygare there fewer extended

families today? . i . ¥
._7{" . - S .. - LY

e et e ST e e e U O

Why are panks andﬂopen space important tc~a-neighborhood°
What is a "neighborhood?" Why are neighborhoods important in large citie

’ --P
’ .How do industrial pla§§x<and factories affe t the character’ of neaghborho

-

Do you think bhat mental institutions and rehabilitation centers should .
be located in residential neighborhoods? If ‘not, where. should they.be
located? B - ~ - ’

Are there neighborhood places like the Worms Hotel where families can‘
get together and socialize today‘>

Why did Steinway COﬂ provide housing for. their workers? Why don't. .
employers today provide housing for3their employees?- . : _0.“

: ‘ . . ~ .
¥ . »

Why do historic houses form important links with our past° " Do you think_
) they should be protected from destruction° - o. o

~

Why were women echuded from the main barroom of Cesar's Saloon° | o

What do people miss when the only grass they see is. ‘wns, and the ‘
only animals are in zoos? . . = .- o o,

Should houses :in cities be- ‘uniform in design or of different des:.gns‘>
What is the ‘best design for urban houSLng° :

CN
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: ERIC Clearinghouse for Junior CoIIeges -
" 96. Powell Library Building | " T S
. University’of Californig - .. . T
S Los-Angeles. Ealifrria annpg - 0 T : -

L .
- . ' ¥




