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ABSTRACT S S ST
e g o 'An overview of some major current issues in maternal
 and paternal deprivation is gfgisgteii parts I and II focus on (1)

single parents and issues in pat@®rnal deprivation ‘and (2) sex . : _

.stereotypling and issues.in maternal deprivation, respectively. More
particularly, Part I discusses the effects of divorce and death on =
~children and the problem of providing for nurturance by fathers in -

' modern 'society. Cross-cultural variability in fathering patterns is
accented and paternal influence on child developnent in terms of sex

. Tole stEEEthpiﬁé*and:1ntéile¢tﬂ;1“devel@pn23t is discussed. . =

- Feminization: of behavior and cognitive skills in sons, and effects of .
father absence on. daunghters are considered. Part II deals with the
issues of sex stereotyping as pers®nality deprivation. The :

relationship® of paternal and maternal deprivation to school phobia,
and the issues of schizophrenia,\ rejection of children and child
abuse are ‘explored. Part II explores the issue of matermnal employment
"in terms of . ‘sex stereotyping, ‘mother’'s morale, delinquency, and 4
academic . performance..In conclusion, emotional, social and ' A
_intellectual effects of day care are noted. (Author/RH) '
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eynal and’ al ‘al degrlvatién - f k] a

the seminar w _l,af necessity glve a p:ecis onl , gurrent‘re

;Its main emph351s'w111 be an ﬁéW nts, appﬁaaehes ’d,ccncegts inm” a
- ' far aiSEussian will :

1. Eingle PaIEﬂt5*~ ; -f”: ?“~ E iAﬁ o f; nf;f'ri'-ﬁfa’,gf:f Ll
. The Effects af learqe an: ath- -~ S TR e :
‘ ;) - ST Lo T o

2. ’The Imgﬂitance of Eathast“. o e ﬂfﬁﬁ¥l: . Lo
"+ Do we Lave in a Paternally Déprlved SGElétg? _vi7 - L e R

b : . [

. sEX STEREOTYPING AND ISSUPS IN MATERNAL DEPRIVATION. - ' = - T
k. t};ex-Stéreatfpingags_DapriVat;nn' ST '{f, -4“§}‘ ' TP
.- . ) o S s - N X . . L
2. - Matarﬁal Depr;vatlan o ! '
" ta) The Scapegoating of Mothers : :
- (bB) Emph35151ng Eatérnalﬁpgads in Chil&héad Eeprlvat;ﬂn ‘
L ) ..~ " .School Phobia = L
' | S:hlsbghrenla‘; R I
The Regected Chlld ’ : S e

child %buse‘f : ’ oL
3. -~ Maternal Employment

4. Day.Cafeﬁ_ T ’ *4j='_‘ e

vos &

The seminar has béen lelded ;ntg two parts fox the sake af Qrganlzatlgn,ii=
but in mast cases the tDPiEE 1n Gﬂe parﬁ equally apply to the other. .
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t.fram;thase"£~twa par nt families. These béliefg are nét well faundéd.

.- Most of-the problems of single parents. in réspect of- their children are. D

" similar to those of other types of parents when extraneous and canfaundiﬁg",
?az ablea are praperiy ‘accounted for: ~ Whatever: aﬂe .can ‘say about c¢hild- develap-

“'ment in general“and: childhood. déprivatlﬂh in particular applies.as much to.

?3g51ngle Parent Eamilles as ‘it does: to.’ twn parent families. . The enguing
' .discussion on, paternal aegrlvaticn in gnstrallan sgclety, mata;nal E emplay—
-ment and-day eafe w;ll he as pert;nant to the1r situatlan as . any ather.,/1:

o As Allsa Burns and: Jacquellng Gcadnaw (1979) indlc,,, = 51nglg'parent is
‘;-nat a modern. Ehengménﬂn. A recent analysis-of English parish records.indicates
that .in ;hé seventeanth century, the median. ngulatlcn of arphans {one or bath

parents absant) in a village. wasdzuenty five'parcent.af all children. . -Where .
mothers were destitute, the- warkhause ‘was a-likely destination for the child.
. Dapiels (1977) has claimed the gréat Australian-habit of wife desertion as ar'
major national phencmena. The . gald rushes and the depressicn of the 1890's
. and: 1930's effectively cut a -proportion of women and children .off from. trad—
i itlﬁnal twn‘parent family life in. generatian after generat;an. In the early
.~ days of ‘the colony,: two-thirds of all children were reported to be illegitimate,
and few Jueans of self—suppggt other than Erostituticn were ‘open. to deserted
= m@théﬁs. E;nglg parents in the form of widows and widowers have always been
with us ahd ‘the literature abounds 1n &ESEIiPtlﬁnE of their fartituﬂe inA'

brlﬂglng up ch;ldrén s;ngle haqﬂed. -

: For Siggle Earents thefe may he some a:eas in which their Ehllﬂ rearlng
“’\ggmblems are products of cirgumstances which should ngt be confused with the
fects of single, parent ng. For ezample most “single parents are female and
. most are poor, so they and their children suffer the effects of gaverty. -
- +Alse single m@thers, Partlcularly those who are divorced, often suffer paﬁr '

" gelf esteeni in our two-some: ar;entéd soelaty, ™™ the f;rst two years after .
: d;VQrce they may* experience. a: lack of social and emotional support," loneliness
and depression. It must be pa;ntea,gut however, that many married women can.

also suffex these states_) The children of parents with poor- self esteem,
" whether they be single or dQublé,aIEleten deprived of the. opportunity to
« develop into self confident persons with a sense of their own worth. Why this
is .and ways to improve self esteem have been discusseéd in the previcus seminars.
: : : T : 48
Another detrimental effect of single parenting occurs where a parent,
feeling abandoned and without the[support of a partrer, requires. a child to
substitute for the absent partner/or reverses roles with the thild such that
the child becamea the parent (Bowlby 1979).  This can be an intolerable burden
. for a echild, éspeclally ag parefits who reverse roles WLth their children tend
to have an amb;valeﬁt attitude toward them because they feel let down by and -
angry about . the partner or parent for wham the child is substitut;ng.» However,
this condition is also prevalent in many two parent families.

%



1ng the preeeee of 61VQree end eeperetlan and
ew studies 1n the eree are werth mentlenlng 1n ‘a

il ietn . ‘The
’,feh %e often llnke, with thet nn eh;ldren euffer;ng bereavement.

‘
. -
Y LN

3 er dlveeeeg_een fee_ dietreeelngly ﬂepr;ved end eueh ehlldren often ge th:eughf e‘
the eeme heele etegee as a ehlld geee threugh in reepenee t@ the deeth Df S

‘: Anger. Duzlng this enger stage, chlldren frequently ettemgt to etrlke
" out at those 1nve;ved in: the eltuetlen. They may regreee into temper
ot ntrums and i : L
'lneluﬂeng teechere.'

'i-BerQELnlngi- When denlal and engef are net preduetive the ehiia'mey
then try to make a deel (net eleerly defined) such as promising to
be good, or successful in school, ehew1ng love or trying to. pleeee.
This is often interwoven w;th guilt feelings. that the child is. -
reepanelb;e fer the deeth or divorce. Ceunselllng teward ;eallty is

1mpertent. - -,_ . - . L EE .-

Depression.- - This may Qeeuéxwhen the ehlldren dLSEBVEf they eannet
‘influence thé‘eituetlen that. so dlreetly affects them.‘ Guilt about
past behaviours and lost opportunities leads to mourning ebeut the-
loss, even ideelleetlen oE the lost one.  There may be penle and
exeeeelve elinging te parentel eubetltutes end ove:eenee1EHt;eueneee.

L]
]
m‘
I
| ob

Stage 5. Aeeeptenee. They ‘come to underetena that they cannot - blame themselves
S for the unpleasant situation, nor could they influence it. They admit . «
reality although not 1;k1ﬂg it. . The.parent . or counsellor must assist
in thelr learning new coping. behaV1cure, -

Theae,ﬁtagee are everelmgllfled for the purpeses of thge seminar. Usually, the
~child is not totally in any one stage at any peftleuler ‘time. The euggeetlaﬁe
- are that if the child is not allowed time for meurn;ng in death ox divorce -
as can be the case in our eeelety - the repression 1nvalved may result in-*
temporary delinquency (e-g-, 5téallﬁq),r sometimes 1eng—term symptoms of
rejection beeeme ‘apparent in anxiety, compensatory reactions and regmlssion,
partleulerly if a child'is lied to ebgut qpe death of a perent (Varma, 1974).
. )
One of ‘thé major concerns after death or ﬂiveree is of course how the_

_ father's or the mother's abserice may effect the 'child's, devélopment and this
brlngs us to a topic which conerns single perents, paired parents and all ‘ .
kinds of families and all kinds of children.

3 : .
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Vs psyghalmglstS, acctars, and the man and woman-

We all kncw that Dfﬂlﬁari

- in the street do not speék aix"fatbérlng" and wpaternal behaviour”, but rather .

-i-working,.in fwsum,“maternal dépr

'j)nurturant to their Fhld,fi

-

of “maternal bepaviour” and "mot
thls as the norm-and most’ ﬂesl;

flﬂg _ our cultural stereotype is to see
= ,MothEE behaviour,. mother absence, mother
.are ‘the first hypotheses . to be put for-

. wdrd if a child is acting out in y way. It is ‘as ﬁhough most members of our
sac;ety are in what Jean PLaget thé swiss’ stchol@glst describes as the pre-
operational .stage in“their concept of child. rearing. Operating with childish
lgglc,_they take into aaécunt only one perceptually and emotionally damlnatlng'

T aspéat and are’ unable to Eomblne twa or moré PDSSlbllltlES.

S\

Crass Cultural St 1d i

¥

) : v
ee how much our sterko-

-

, Yet, when -we look at parentlng across cultures we S
typea views of the. rgle Qf the mother is a praduct of our peculiar pattern of
-social .and econdmic organisation which is based on profit ‘and competition -

(Phllllps, 1979 pp 94-97). This has generated role divisions petween the sexes,
. .guch that women have becemé almost entlrely regpen51ble for' rearing chlldren.
‘Men have concentrated on-the exigencies of an aggressive market economy; -
‘women rear chllﬁren for the inheritance of property and the supply of warkézs.
: i ¢ g

. There are zultures in %hlch men are as ﬁurturant and involved with children
as mothers,.and parentlng iz more equlﬁably distributed. " An examplé is the
Montagnals=Naghapl of the Labrador Peninsula before the invasilon of the white
trappers and the Chrlatlan Iellglon (Eleanore Leacock, 1977). Historical
récords recount the amazement with which the newly arrived wissionaries and
priests regarded the ‘tenderness with which Montagnais mer ‘treated their Ehilé—
ren and the responsibility they:- took in respect of them. 'Montagnais fathers,
\even today, participate in the :are and socialisation of children with an ease
and spontaneity deemed "femln;ne in our culture. They are assured even with
tiny infants. (Leacocky l977) L L .

i,

4

‘The . Mantagnals are. gen&rally 1ndulgent tawardﬁ the;r chlldfén and do not

approve of child. rearing methods which involve physical PUﬁlShmEnt and scolding.

. There is sexuall freedonm far women, lack DfEDnEEITlfo legitimacy and an egalit-
arian societys The ease anﬁigaa§w1ll with whieh the Mcntagnals live together
has been commented upon by observers from capltallstlc societies. The most
distinguishing varlable lS A wronomy which permits Eqalltazlanlsm between the
sexes; thié in t o much less stereotyping. of sex roles than is
common in our societd. congegquent. freedom - thls allows to men to be

{ and to omit aggressive and competitive behav;gurs

from their repertoire may be qlgn;flcantly ralated to the repgrted em@tlanal

st abllitY of the ‘early Montagnais and the;r gatlance and taleragce.

5

Slmllargyr ‘among the Zuri of New M&x1ga, there are réclgraca1 ECGanlc
relations between women and men.and basic uémmltment on the part of’all adultg\
male and. fenale, to’ the' growing generation. Thus, the patrlcarchal EDClety,i
as we know it and the concomitant patefnal deprivation in. respect of ;hlldren,
is far from the norm, nor is it, ' 1 suggest, partiirly healthy for the full

.and rounded personality devalapment of :hlldren of both sexes. '

{
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thn lnfant ellc;t suah

o setting.,
SR respanses
- Bee (1978)
where less R
SPECiEE,SEE'
this aggres
be shown. .
male monkey
"rats and mice
t®, ‘and care| f

f separated frpm the yaung far a perlod @f tlme, then careg;v1ng beha"nurs
ﬁiminish. Ejtrapolatlng from the .animal research‘we might expect that fathers, .
who have extensive gcntact with their chllﬂren during early ;nfaﬂcy would become
. strongly attached to- thE'Ehlld and show’ méfE nﬁrtﬂrant behav1aur. i a;,

w;ll care’ far aﬂ lnfant 1f no -ohe else dmes. Dther res'
suggests that thhers may be hormonally "readg" tc be

. W

The Am@unt o T;me Fathers S§End Wlth Ch;lﬂren . L

v -

.
&-

There are a few scurces whlch indicate how little time fatherg spend W1th 7
“their’chiiai'n, Graham Ru&sell from Ma¢quarie University's School of Eehav;aurse
‘ al Sciences in his stuﬂleg has ‘indicated that 60% of North Shore fathers do

net have an régular rESQDpSlblllty for their children and Helen Bee {(1978), »
_érawiﬁgﬁanv he little research there is in the area, suggests that the time® .
most father7 spend with ﬁhé;r children each day can bé cgunted in minutes._
/ . . .
Unfgrtuﬂately, be:auge fathérs are regarded as so unimportant in child
rearing in jour: Gcléty; there is little research, relating the amount of time
spent, by fathprs in child rearing to personality development in boys and qlrls.?

Instead, E@%Cfﬁal dgpr;vatlon has been defindd only as father absence and this

-+ will _be discussed later-' First, let us look at whaﬁ-re&earch there is on . .

) Patéﬁﬂal ;nf]uEﬂce 19 Chllﬂ development. ) .

e i . ‘ "

vy . . . Lo st R

Eaterﬁdlélnfiuégcé’gn Ch;ld Develqgment— o C : o

. e . < ! . o
1. Sexugqle S;g:g?;yping L o o '

)

B

@

A numbér "of sources/indicate that méﬁy fa;hers are anxious that their S
hildren adopt traditional sex roles; in part;;u]ar, they worry that their
gsons may adopt feminine chatactﬁrlstics and ﬁt?%; for tfadltlonally "masculine"
EthEEE in t@ys and acthltleq for thelr sons. Matherg agpeaf t@ qhare these -«

ﬂ«

um

(Eee J§7B) Thla pglnt warrants ﬂl%rﬂh%lﬁn. DDES tha abzvnce cf thP ﬁath&r s’
1DflUFﬂLP in these matters constitute deprivation since men arp more tradltlcnal
than women in their sex role expectations? Graham Russ sell in' hiis research . -
(1978) and I in mine (unpublizhed) also found men to be more’ conventional.

Men hdd.mmre tradition ideas éf the role of mothers and thherlﬂg .and were les .
likely to bellevelthat men wauld be as good as women in bringing up children.

Thus, the research suggests that fathers are tending to reinforce the very

&
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‘f?_ A fIfxwtelléért}la’lr ﬁgvg;agméggl e e

L . H 1

" Seccndly, what. does the reséarch tell us about the effect of fathers on -

_ the intelledtuad dgvelopment. of their children?- Not -surprisingly, a father's

level of educs 1pn and IQ is somewhal prealctlve of a.child's.dchievement "in
school. - éévgral étudles also suggest that there is a corrglation between’
paternal nurturance and 1ntelle:tual perfgrmance in sons (Bee,i1978); There ~
thay be an 1nd;rect relatlanshlp, as it is Idikely thatnpatérnai nurturance
pfav;des p@sltlve experlences for the child, leading to a vailety aj@stimu¥
lating exger;enees, Suggartlve faLherg alsa appear to enhance ‘thé more mas-..
ﬁul;ne 35§écts of 1ﬂtél1§ctual functLan;ng in bays o g v ’

L= [ B ) B N

- The ngectsgcf Fath Absenae : : . o TV;f o

17 -.DelinqueMcy . ~— ‘- wi. f . IR

T - .
LI . -5='¥' . o _ P . /k

;! E . .‘3-'! ° ; N . oo ¥ ’

et #‘_ .

Insthe past | 1t has - been frequEﬁtly repa:tedethat father absent chlldren

(pa lculafly boys) .have higher rates of juvenile delinquency (Burns ;& Good- &'

now, 1979). These studids were often poorly controlled fqr Saglm—eganamlc
faztors. Recent resea:z? suggés*s that father absence may be :involved, but S
it appears to be of less’ ccngequen;g in prEdlEthg dellnquency than 3uch’ fac-
tors as. the family's: economic situation or the unsupported mother's ab;lluy
to supervise the child. Typlcally, the family without a father is poor and.

suffers all the éffééts of poverty. 1 _ . . 5 . .

B

Important factors have simllafly béen overlooked,in the research, whiclr

squéstad that children w;thau**fa*hers did less well in school (Burns & Good-.

now, 1979). For example, the "loss of a father is nearly always associated
-with helghtedid stress apd tension in a' family following. death or divorce.

' Family arranggments over meals or bedtime are more e:ratle, 615c1pllne becomes

Q
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1ncanslstent and there 1s less reasanlnq,*éxglanatlan, and cammunléatlgn
(Hetherington,; Cox & Cox, 1975). It is generally not until the second year
after the separation that a reascnable equlllbr;um between mother and children

is established.

the fathers' absence per se which may be more re1§ted to dlsargan;sed famlly
patterns and/or poverty. .

]

2. . Feminﬁisaticn of Behaviour in Sons

i

- 1

The ﬁuti ome Df paternal deprlvat;an in the form of father aﬁgence from an .
1 fo

early ége and a long séparation appears to be mostly that of feminisation’
of behavicur and Qégnlth& skills in boys (Carlsmith, 1978); this means gen- .
erally, .that they tend to be less aggressive, do better on verbal than mathem-
atichl tasks, and have conceptual style which is global rathér than analytikc.
Mot a1l the research is consistent with this conclusicn; a factor that cannot

. i g

- -

Thua, ;t iz clear that one needg ta be. Qaréful not to attribute things to -



e cal r khe boy has suﬁﬁessfully 1ﬂéﬁtlfled
Sh T a male Qr male flgureg autslde the immediate family circle. The?ques=
,tlén ls agaln, af caufse, whether these deflclencles ccnst;tute negaﬁlve_'

‘xﬂfthe behaviaur af th21r 5an5.; ST . .

Fathér absent boys, particula:;y in wa:k;ng class famll;es, appear to
develap ‘a- h31ghtened aggress;an or a ¥Kind of compens tary maSEUilnlty. There~'
s, also. the suggestian that.in'same cases father absence with no substitute ' *°
S male flgures upen which; the male” Chl 'd can maﬁél his hehav;a' , or with wham-wﬁ
he; can 1éent1fy, may be a faclor in scme cases of male h@M@SEKUElltY
‘{McCandless, '1967). Theé mother is. the most salient model and the male child,
: thEIEfGEE, learns sexs;;nked hehavléuf Pattern5 whlt:h are lﬂEEpI‘DPI‘;BtE f::u:
-~ ‘our cultural- expestat;éns.z : - : e A

#

] “Thé iatest research (Bée, 1578) suggésts that, if the lane mather malntalnq;
firm and sensitive disciplihe, commuhicates well with her children, encourages
- indepéndent and mature behavlour, and has a positive attitude to men and hE§
- formexr husband, her boys. are not’ different from othdr boys in masculine traits
and cognitive skills. In fact; such sons tend to have attributes associated with
-the positive aspects of mascul;nlty and femlnlnlty (Mussen, Conger & Kagan, 1977).
;~Hawever, in scme cases, div@rﬂed mothers show fewer ‘positive reactions to their -
- son’s r and excesSLVE use of negative techniques (unremittant “Dmmand%.
. prohibitions ‘and cppas;tlan to requests (Mussen, Conger & Kagan, p.377)).
»~ Apparently the male child is- ‘a“scapegoat ‘for théir hostile feelings towards their
' ex=husbanﬂs and men in general_‘ This effects the child's self esteem and he may
exh;b;t the behaviours Df a regected child.

Y

3. The Eff%;ﬁﬁgn!?irlsv'

«~ The picture in,résﬁéét of girls is less clear. Psychol@gy‘is a-male-
oriented dlSClpllnE and, Lthere has been fauch more conccrn with the effects of
patarnal deprlvatlan Gn ‘boys. Most studies repart little or nqg description of
sex role stereotyping where the father is absent in the girl's early years.

j Social learning theorists have assumed that the -daughters acquisition of femin-
ine behaviour and of the specific skills involved in interacting with males is
‘at least partly .based- on learning experlences and reinforcement received in
interaction with the fathgf (Hpthgrlngtan,21967 Mussen & Rutherford, 1963).

It has been cuggested by one ot two studiez'(HPtheriﬁthn; 1978) that

girls with absent fathers might have some dlsturhancp in their hetereosekual
‘felatlnnahlp during adolescence. “In particular, studies of dcl;nquenﬁ girls
(Glas Xié 196%; Monahan,51951) EuggEEt that patérﬁal absence may result. in dis-
ruptiomwin heteroscxual- behaviour in the form of anxiety, suppressed. behaviour,
and loss of self-esteem_in the préhﬁﬂcﬁ Gf malea alth@ugh gerE are less fre-
quently arrested on delinquémgy chardes than are boys, girls who do become '
dr]lnquvn‘ are more ‘likely than™hoys tc be thL praduﬁt of braken hames, and
- their ﬂillthPﬂEy is more often dxg'ta :axual miscomduct; the lattEr prgbably
reflects our double stands in feEpEEt‘Bf thie sexes and sometimes has.-its orig-
5. in the prolonged sexual abuse of these girls by brutal fathers who subse-
uently abandon the family. In sum, little of the regearchXEantq to ﬁoﬁﬁtLVE;
ff cts of the father presence and this, perhaps, underlines’ tWe peripheral, \
ole a corded to fathers in our Eﬁiléty- It dogs not suggest thaE .egalitarian (\

ins

=
@

H

child re aflng may nat be more benefic¢ial. ' : - i g ;
. : . : i

H £
* In conclusion of this section, it can be ga id that while we know something
of the impact of father absence Dﬁ};faﬂiti@ﬂal sex role adaptlan - partlgularly

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



L e s - . . .o
 bdys- - we have no empirical studies which evidluate ways in which we might
foster egalitarian sex'rélés'in’Ehildrén'iﬁ'au: king of society. Does.nurtur-
-ance by fathers inevitably lead to traditional sex.roles? Or would nurturance,:

‘when combined with egalitarian roles within the family, lead to equivalently

egalitarian role-adoption on the part of sons and aaughters? Above all, would®
this be a good thing? I believe so, and that sex typing'as it exists in our

d;ggjggymgpg%ﬁgfiesrpgrsagaiity'aavelcgmentg I will illustrate.this by-referring
very briefly to three different and most recent research findings in the .area.,
= . P . e . ) g
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: fftasks, th;nk more glcbally, : more Empathet,c; more apt to allow ;ntultlgn-
‘and’ ematlan to: ;nfluencethelr juagement ‘and. are less aggresslve (Gilligan,"
-719791.,a cialisation of men on the akher hand, encgurages them to stamp .
--out théSE fem;nlné gha;aateristlcs anﬂ become aggresglve, ccmpetltlve and an-

- zalytie. . Their mD:al gﬁdgément tends to be legalistic (Gilligan, lS?QO while

“~’that of women:is directed.moreé. to doing the #ight thing by athers, and quéérﬂ“

abaut selflshness and resggnslblllty (Gllllgan, 1979)_ :

Saéiaty and psychalagy pragects and favcurs a l'ria.(;’?.n:ullne5‘1::135‘;13,P ana the )

'Early social envirxonment for males and females: differs. -Sex typihg is bullt'

1nta Sﬁr aclety s chlld rearing pract;ces. What are the canséqﬁences? Sex=,

ism is one of the ﬁbvlaus aﬁteames and.ﬁne 1arge study of prlmary school chil—

dren in’ Sydney whlch I unﬂertcak sugqesﬁs that sexism may have serious con=

séquencés for personality dévelapméntiand be the basis of séclally inducéd

Eerscnality disturhances, e e e el

= .- f E . F . . B )

s ~ For example, boys are anxlaus not to,be "sissies” and are therefcre re-"

_duired to repress many. humanlstlc aspects of th21r Persanallty and to seapeﬁ
goat- females ‘and ‘feminity (Phlll;ps, l§75).. Girls learn to repress. assertive-
néss and are rendered vulnerable in a male déﬁlﬁated society. As a result of
the stereotyping and ‘the repfession Df different aspects of’ pe;sanality, males
and females tend to suffer different personality d;sérde;s, Sociopathy (exhib-~

' 1t1ng no féellngs of caring or concern for others) tends to account for Slgnlf=
icantly more male cases:than female. "(Dacey, 1979). Thé pattern i5 similar in
respect of Eass;ve aggressive parsanallty dlgsrdexg, where displaced ex915551on
of extreme hositility manifests itself in- passive forms. For example, the ‘boy - -
who dellbefately fails in 5cha§l te frustrate pdrental and teaéher expectatigns, :

»« .

L

Case stuﬂles of. breakdown in mlddle—agad men ("male mengpause") often re-
flect a lang—regresséd fear of the feminine characteristics; -in middle age it
*surfaces in the form of prJEEtan and unreasonable rejection and hatred of
wives, daqghters and females in/ genezalg Often such men cannot see their w;ves
as haviilg any acceptable characteristics. Rather, “they project onta them their -
¥ hatred of their own femininity and see them as malicious, castratlnq, manlpula-
tive, - intrusive, and amotionally unstable: thérnastiegt of the fémale sexual
stereotypes,’ and it becomes a form of paraﬁala - .
-
Eghibitiﬁg'the aemanﬂs af‘saciallsatian into the female stereptype, sig-
nificantly more females- than males suffer 'from anxiety dlsarders quqh as EHXL‘&
ety, depression and Qbsesslve, compulsive réactlans. o :

H
+ A

Even when one casts culturally recognised pathalcgy aslde, the résearch
suggeste that children are pGgSlbly deprived both paternally and maternally when
cultural stereatypes a: all that are offered to them.ﬁ Their persanalltles be!
come half pergénalltler Jf all the possibilities open to them, Some of these
possibilijies were listed at the beginning of this second section gf the seminar.
But lnStde of almlng to educate men and women toward .a rounded :apac;ty for bath
global -ahd analytic thinking and to have both empathetic and 1egalbst1c atti=
-tudes. we have zreatad the myth that these are opposites which cannet go together
and 80 deprlve our Chlldréﬂ af optimum :anltlve and Qeisgnal grawth '

. 4
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Thé Saapggaatﬁﬂg @f M@ther& : . y

L D

" H Y
s:hlzophrenla are all said to be the autcame of cald or dominating mothe¥s. A -

Sy -
L . =i ¥

¥5 . .- » . . K ) ’ e : . . _|A. v

2. MATEENA;. DEPRIVATIGN o : TR

\

Llnkea tc thessaxtyp;ng syndfame is the lntalerable burﬂan of respon51—
bll&ty thrust on moihers in our sacléty. "DépriVlng“ mcthers are blamed for:
= BVery” negathE charactér;stlg a; child may Bhow. : Asthmay, autism and

ﬁélEedeanated ‘society has pr@duced a male —dominated’ @sycholcgy (Gilligan: .
J19M) , ~and the Freudlan concept of "maternal rengn51b;l;ty (Phillips, 1979,
PP 147 151) - In . this :ﬂntexf\ adalescants and adults feel justified in Tegard—
ing mothers as the mainspring of theid Personal maladjugtmentg and mothers have
tenﬂéd to become the butt of saclal resentment and hostility . as a consequenceA
(Ph;lllps,(l§79 pp 147—15l) e h S _ . .
. . . .

Ethasls;ng Parental Dyads in Ch;ldhoad Deprlvatian - R
s , .

. Yet in any chse cf déprivat;an both pafents QEnerally 1nteract in some
dyaﬂlc fashion. Each parent cannot be undérstoaa ‘in isolation and deprlvatlon
is,usually a joint affair - and often aﬁ entire family affair.  To illustrate.

Eh S point I shall .give examples of the-kinds of emotional and personah@rdqmrl—. A

vatian in wh;ch both garents may - part;clpate in a dyad;c fashion, but which, in
the pasb, has been held as thE sole respgnslbllity of the mﬂther 9 :

;chool Phabia oo ' A“ - ,‘5. ,i

A

’ . R ' “ .
Th? first'is taken “£rom Echpol phabla. The pattérﬁ'thatkhas been emphasis—

ed ini school phobia (not .tg-be confused with truancy) is that, of a dependgnt
m@ther who has had unsatisfactory relatiansh;§s with her own parants. ‘such a

‘ mgthef reverses roles with her child and tries. to’ maké him ‘or Her the substltute

" father in thig kind of emotional

Qareﬂ; " Such a child bears an_ lntalerable-burden of emotlonaL respon51b111ty.
The ‘chdld is’ usually also in a "double bind because it is subject to hostility
and accusatlang from the parent because the parent onfuses thé child with her.

own parents, ‘and. their r%jectlcn of her. The ¢child gets the massage, albeit un-

EGHSEIQUEly, and -stays home to ‘allay the mother's dependency anxlety The sad
fact 15, that such chlldren usually llkE schagl and do well there.w e

hed it as maternal deprlvatlan.r re recent research PlnPD;ntS the role of the
privation.” It is ematlmnal deprivation be~
Eausé the child lagks the sense of wholehearted love and supp@rt. Typically, in
such a situation the father augments ‘the child's dePrlvatlgns. He may be pass—
jve and dependent, making no attempt to alleviale .the 'child's difficulties; he‘
may alsoc be 1ncapable of giving emctlanal suppart to his wife and child.. Al-’

In the past sm:h reseafch hii emphas:Lsed the fOlE Df the thher and descrl—

. ternatively, he 1is often found tgrbe excessively masculine, agaln 1ncapable of

e

emotional augpért, and frequently absent from home' pursu;ng masculine pastimes
(Conger, 1977) . . - . .

:

SchiZGQhrenia }

Aﬁather Eltuatlén 1p _Ligh the combined, behaviour Df both parents .leads to
emotional deprivation is. appafent in some casgt of EchlEDPhIEﬂla Typlcally,.
‘in ‘these cases, the mather is the excesiively dominant figure in- Ehe famlly sit-
-uation, and the- father is weak’ and 1neffectual, Some sans in such a s;tuatlon

" are. confused by the conflict, betWEEﬂ r@le m@dels in the home and in soc1ety at-
large. " va;@usly, in these cases, G;ety and its rigid’ expeatatlons pears.much

rEquﬂ51blllty / . . . ) .

e o 5> ‘ ’ :

v



The Rejected Ch;ld o N : .
. The rejected child is another case of emotional deprivation in which

"~ both Earents may participate’or one may- "apt—cut" leaving the way open for
. the other parent to Harrass the child. Such épt;ng out is a cruelly neglect=
.. 4dng form of deprlvétlon. Rej%éted children are easily recognised where

" “physical. neglect is apparent; they are not so easily recognised where the

. child is well—dressed and nourished, even showered with gifts. Contrary to
'»ssuperflclal appearances’ the child may be ﬂeprlved of wholehearted love and

. ¢ ., acceptance. Ngthlng he/she does is ever quite good enough. This leads 'to
" f:dagglvatlen in the'child's kense of self-worth. He/she may become

l ’;attent;cn-seeklng and annoying .in ‘school, dalighting in upsetting teach=

ers (Phllllps, 1979) The deprlvatlon ig further ccmpaunéed by teacher

f_ChiltiAQ‘;S,%s | : o . o
L ] , Child abuse can be»a furthey examgle of combined maternal and parental
u?f _:deprlvatlan where ane parent fails .t6 protect ihe child from the® abusing par-
*- ent or both abuse ‘the 'child. Child abuse constitutes severe deprivation; it
s generally,pe;s;stent and in thirty percent of cases results>in_permanent
neurological and psychalogleal damage - ‘such that the child becomes mistrust-
ful of itself and’ @thers,,falls to show emotions {such as joy, sadness and
frustratlan), ‘and experiences dlfflzulty in paying attention in class (Fontana,
1974) .. Children at greatest risk are those who, as babies, were demandlng,
irritable . and unzesg@ns;ve to Parents, and. those who are born prematurely. In
the latter case, the hypathesns is that some hospital policies with premature
'.bables may deprlve the m@ther and chlld of the Qppcrtunlty to devel@p Ear]y

.

affeitlenal relatlcnshlps

.
5

. Abus;ng parents are from éli social classes, but typically preéent some of
the following Psychclaglcal patterns- .

L1, A belléf in physlcal punlﬁhment ana hardship as the best method of child
. rearing. Usually such a parent was reared this way in their own child-
hood.. ; ' ‘

P

2, Immaturity. . The immature parent has a tendency te’

(a) Treverse parent/child roles with the child and to expect the child
Yo provide security for thémrf .
(b) . 4o resent the child for limiting their freedom,
‘ (¢) to compensate for their. own immaturity and inesecurity by setting
harsh and Uﬁreascnable standards for desirable child behaviour.
3. The neurotic or psyéhatic persan who may themselves have had a disturbed
childhood, is unable to share themselves with others and possesses dis-
. turbed thought processes to the "extent that they 5 S ume the child has an
) ? adult capacity for organised, purpaseful behaviour ‘and hEnEE, feel the ;
) need}ta—rétal;ate to same@n? whom they feel ll; ‘harm them.

w

4, Thé‘aadict. including those a%éicted to drugs and alcchcl!

) The deprivation these children exper;en:e ‘is often compounded bLecaus
" neither neighbours, doctors, or teachers, all of whom are in an excellent

tion -to help the child, take the respgn51b111ty of seeking help for that dhlLd.;.

/

=
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ByJomission they share in the responsibility for the child's deprivati@q; In

mapyﬁﬁémmuﬁities, as in the previously mentioned case of the Montagnais, all
isf;ﬁs take responsibility for children. = In our society, economic relation-
Hips have determined that the child is the property of the parent. The great-
EfxattéﬁtiDD to child abuse since 1960 represents the slow, dawning of the
riotion that children are a community responsibility where the child is deprived.

- In order to take part in this general responsibility, teachers, parents and

:chiié'watchgrf can begin by learning to recognise some of the symptoms of child

abuse which follow: A ; .

;Thef:hild is (1) frequently late or absent from school

. (2) unkem§t and inaéequately clothed for a particular season
(3) appears undernourished and always tired ’
(4) is, uncommunicative and withdrawn ;

'

destructive in behaviour

there are inadequate explanations for the child's bruises
or injuries -
. - (7) \the- child tends to arrive very early at school and stay late,
yithout adequate reason
.(B) the parents fail to respond tp_lettéés to visit the school
:and.génerally show disinterest in the child.
wWhen these patterns are consistent, then the case shculﬂébe'discusséh.with
a centre experienced in child abuse, such as the Royal Alexandria Hospital for
Children, or prevention at the Wayside Chapel. The organisation Aetion for
Children will also help.- These organisations will stress that moral overtones
should be avoided. Usually, the abusing parent is also padly im need of help
and has also been an abused and deprived child.

I shall now briefly review the research on Maternal Employment and Day Care
and discuss whether, according to the latest research, these constitute maternal
deprivation? ' K - ﬂ

3. MATERNAL EMPLOYMEN

S

A . . !Q
we have had, in this country, a long history of opposition to working

women - except for the period during World War II when they were needed in muni-=

tion plants. One of the assumptions underlying. this opposition is that separa-

tion of mother and child, especially during pre-school years, is seriously det-
rimental: to the child's welfare. Research by John Bowlby-on institutionalised

‘¢hildren and his concept of attachment, gives psychological support to this ass-

-umptién; I will not discuss his coricept of attachment, as I assume you are all -
familiaf with it. I believe it to be an important concept as long as it is not’
appliaafta mothers only. T also as%gme‘yﬂu are familiar with the early research
éﬁ_mate:nal;dégrivatisn’and institutionalised children. Hence, all I will say

#F

‘on this point is that the assumption in that research, that mate'rnal deprivation

caused cognitive deficits and emotional disturbance, arises from ill-controlled
udies which ignored many variables. In fact, the institutionalised children

14’ . ﬁ : -
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studied, suffered from a great many things besides the lack of a single moth-

er figure. They also had little contact with fathers, or father figures, or
a variety of adult models, or nona;nstltutlcnalised children. They had fey

toys, and were generally %£3mulus deprlved as well as mother-deprived.

Later research suggested that thé drastic éffaﬁts ébserveé might be
avoided by increasing the staff/chlld ratio, by prov;ﬁlng nurses who attended
and responded to the infant's crles, smiles and’ vacallsatlans, ‘and by provid-
ing a more st;mulat;ng visual envlronment.. : .

% B . ’ A
. Nor can the earlier reésedarch on infants in severely-deprived institutions
be extrapolated to working mothers or to many of the day care and alternative
care situations as we know them today. cChildren of working mothers -are not
deprlved of their mcthérs, .and they experlence a home tife which is richer and
offers. more varied stimulation than was common in the institutionalised orphan-
ages of the ffc,arftles and f;ft;es when Bowlby did his fl%t research.

+ The research on working mothers, as; Ecmpared to QD§ warklng mothers, is
beset with methodological inadequacies. For example, does the study indicate ,
who has been .classified as the working mother: those who work part-time, full-
time, one month, or ten years? Have the differing personalities of the mothers,
their different child rearing practices, their feelings about their work, their
reasons for warklng, their feellngs about themselves, their class backgrcund
the;r-level of education, and ‘their needs, been taken into . account? Are the
effects on boys @nd girls clearly dlst;ngulghed?' L.

1
1

Child ReaggnggPraggiggs, ’ ' . )

A'study by Léis Haffman (1978) which :@ntrgfégmask'af thesp variablés,

‘playment and chlld rearlng practlces. "Wheﬁ m@thers mctlvatlmns regardlng wark—-

ing are taken into account, the non-working mothers who are dlssatlsfled with~
not-working (who want to work but, out of a feeling of "duty", do not work)

show the greatest problems in child rearing. They describe more difficulties in
the area of control, less emotional satisfaction in relationships with their
children, "and less confidence in their functioning as mothers. .

.. Working mothers who prefer to, work amd those who do not wish to work

show few group differences in child-rearing practices, p;obably because the

working mothers (of this sample) who prefer not to work are nonetheless achiev-

lng certain valued famlly gaals.

Among hlqh—ﬂchaal trained thherg, differences between working and non-
working mothers appear in the following areas of reariﬁg; firmer control over
ch;ldren, assignment of qrﬂ§LLr responsibilities to children, and delegation of
the stricter disciplinary role to the father appear more frequently in families
of WUfking than nonworking mothers. 1In the tertiary-trained working and. non-
working droup, these differences do not occur. The tertiary working parents.
tend to compensaté for time away from children by more planned, sharéd activit—

_jes.with.their children than is found in the tertiary nonworking group. The

datd on educational groups suggéstg that maternal employment brings different:
kinds of familial adaptatlﬂns dependlng on the value systems of the paftlcular
cultural subgroups in which the thher,lg camhlnlng mother and worker roles.';-

(Bee,- 1978, p. 128) .

g
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SlnCE the child learns sex roles from obserV
emplcyment -appears to affect the child's concept
Children of five years of age and older,
Daughters of working

likely ‘to approve of maternal employment.

work gs something they will want to do when-they
as competent and effective, while sons of workin
The fathers, whose wife works, may b

expregsi e.
flgure, because Qf hlS taklng over some of the chi

Daughters of Emplayed women

such as articles wrifiten by women authors.
"who devalue feminine cgmpetenégg Among tertiary students, maternal employment
related tQQEGS%erE attitudes about social equality between the sexes.

is

Adolescent dauc
- as the person the
‘nothers
bled ahd the one

tions

' self=esteem is not enhanced.
with less traditional sex role concepts,
ond a higher va¥ue of female competence (Bee; 1978).

The Mother's

most admire,

.are more] likely

) Daughtérs,af working mgthers have’
and showwa high level of actual
Felf=eqtépm when any. of - the fgllow1ng\c@nd1tlcns exist:
sel f-oriénted reasonsy .is very sgatisfied with work,
When the mother's employment involves conflict and difficulties,
In summary, maternal employment is assgzlated

more approval of maternal empl@yment,

Morale

Profes

In afgéudy by Birnbaum (1971) reported in Bee (1978),
makers indicated more anﬁigty ab
the child's achievements,
sional women reapﬂnded positi
“children, while the home-makers, exprassed ambivalence.

tg¥s. of working mothers

to name their
they. would must want

and they stresse
vely to the growing lﬁﬂéPenCEnCE of, their

are significant
of full-time housewiyes in that they did not down

are more
and tertiary womeén students with working
mothers as
to be like

It is

atlcns of parents, maternal-
of the female role (Hartley,
whose mothers ‘work, are more
':thers view
ire mothers. ey see women
mothers see # as warm and
2 seen as a more nurturant
ld-care roles.

ly different from daughters
yrade female achievements;
women who have not worked

likely to name their mothers

the parent they most resem-

out their :h;ldren,

(Bee, 1978).

higher academic and career asplras
ach;evement.

They also have higher

or is a praf255lanal.

full-time home-
Peglally with regard to

d their own inadequacies ag§ mothers.

and concerns of these women and

At the time when the

heir own frustations would seem

the mother works for

4

the daughter's

child needs a parent who can encourage 1ndepeﬂ§ence and instill self-confidence,

the anxieties
to operate

gests that:
and child-ca

ﬁtraln,
comes arc likely to have positive effects on her children,

(=]
as a hindrance.

]

arranqemcntg,

than the non- warklng mgther

gmucﬁ as is imagined, or as pleasantly.
that the working mother's dellberate eff@fts mlght end up as

in

" employment

ERI

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

-

. A
In qummaflslng, the data abﬁut the warklp ‘mother’'s Emetl@nal *state sug- .
whﬁrekghe obtains satléfactlanéfrom her work, has adequate heme
so that her dual role does not involve undue

the out-

and where ‘she does not feel so gu;lty that: she averﬁampeﬁeates,

and then more so

55

he non-working mother is not necessarily ;nteramtlng with her child as

eraction time.

-

We know 1lttlE about this.
a greater pos;tlve

It may be’

,

There is no recent ev;dence to support the ald hypgthesis that maternal

v

W

is associated w;th dellnquen:y-
full-time, steaﬂily WGfklﬂg mother is a pgsr

1
ke

5

Rathe

tive

r, it is suggested that the
factor in the child's social
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adjustment. Where dellnquency is found in worklng class qraups, it is usu-

ally linked with .less adequate supervision. On the whole, in theepécrer ’
-groups, it is suggested that the mother wark;ng represents a-realistic re%g@nse :
to economic stress and thus, because of- 5éléét1Vé factors or effects, may be
carrelatéd w1th mgré sgclally de31feable chafacterlstlcs in théﬁﬂhlld (Bee,

1978). ﬁ‘;‘ﬁf T - . . oo . ‘, .

La

Infants and ,’Séhd‘ol,gAéfP Children: - |
] . S ]

& o e

In her review .of school- age children, Hoffman (1978) | ates _that therg
‘is very little ev;ﬂence linking maternal emplgyment with materﬁél deprivation.

Ywith egard to infants, the quality of the day care appears to be the
‘vrucial fa§£or§ However, the stuﬂaes are often poor and omit critical variables.
For example, Bethelheim (1969), armed with strongly-Freudian assumptions, has
notiged some deleterious consequences in the kibbutzim.--Yet, as Bronfenbrenner
(1974) points out, these children spend more time each day interacting.and play-
ing with their parents than do children in the more CDnVEﬁthnal family, and

the time spent -together is less subject to distraction. = The mother partlci§ates
a great deal in infant carel and breast feeing is the norm. Thus, the Israeli
kibbutzim does not prov;de an example of maternal- éeprlvatlan and. the studies
usually omit other yariables such as the sa&;al cantéxt and the natu§?%af the

parent's work and thélr att;tudeg to bath

v = Y

The results on academic performance Eif'c reflect P@azly Céﬂtrglled vari-
ables. Where sqcial class, sex, age, an§ g are makched . the suggestion is thét
elementary school children with p:@fesgiéhaéf?athers ‘are more proficient in
reading. The ;mpartant factor appears to be that children (in these families
were read to more. This suggests that dlﬂtygﬂt%§%5 need to be made ‘between par=

ental level of educatlon which were not c@ntrol d in the s udy -

sons of working mothers seem not to fare as well as daughters, The data
suggests that sons of working mothers i% the middle class show lower academic
performance. - In the \lower class, however, better academlc performance in both

sexes is assouciated with maternal employment. v : )
4, DAY C ;

Kinds of .

‘s N L~ g:. ¥ 4 _
Most ihildfggqcaféﬂ for by someone other than the mother are not kared for

in organised day entres at all. A large percentage are cared for in theiyx own

_ homes and the remainder, outside. their homes, through private arrangements.

There is almost no information on the consequences of family day care, despite
the fact that it is a more cgmman arrangement f@r yaung chlldren. TthE are

1at1nq w1th largé numbers of chlldren cared fo; hy untralnea adults Tn fact,

mosgt have less than six children, and a few studies suggest that in cases where
such care ig enriched by well-informed caretakers and stimuldting surroundings,

‘Rcblnsén, 1978) . ' ! = v

day care has its advantages for children from poor environments (Robinsan &

(3
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- Emotional and Social Effects

Some studies suggest disruption of ‘the mother/chisld aﬁﬁgchment in day
care, either in the form of anxious attachment or detachmerft; , the latter may
be interpreted either as a sign of healthy lndepegﬂence or-as restriction in
' thevchi}d‘s potential for attachment. Others. find no differences betwdeh day
care and home-reared children.: Bee (1978) suggests that the conflict bitWEén
studies arises from the child/staff ratio in the day care centre - the lower

the ratio, the 1255 disruption exhibited.  More research is needed.’

hildren were compared with those who had
entered day care at the age of £ They were found to be iESS,EEéQPéfatiVE
with adults, more aggressive and more active. There were no differences in ‘
playfulness, ability to abstract, success at problem solving,” spontaneity, or

In anather study, 1nfant care

getting along with peers. There was a slight difference in tolerance for .
frustration, with infant care children being somewhat less tolerant (Schwartz,
Strickland & Krolicks, 131%); : ,

However, the study did not’ investigate the type ST family who placed their
children in early as distinct from later day care.’ These parents may have been
- systematically different,
i} Finally,'several studies Sugéest'that children in day care are somewhat
more likely to get colds or other respiratory disorders. To sum up, all the
data reviewed shows no major short-term dlleEat;gn but there is insufficient.
~data on this and on- longeterm effects. ’

iﬁtellectuaLVEffectsi B ) % : )’

-

v The data on children's 1ntelle:tual development is muﬁh clearer. Consist-
’ently, the studies indicate that group care children are superior in intellect-
ual develapmént to a home—reared Camparisan group.

= G@n,tltute the samples lﬁ the%e stud;es,,and theré is 1lttle or no research on

“typical neighbourhood day care centres.
‘Thus, as the research on day care is very limited, one can only maks _

_ récommendations which take into account principles central to child development.
In the Elacement of any chilg, in order to avoid deprivation, his or her needs
and pertanal;tv auauld be carefully considered in relation to the atmosphere and
personnel of the dayggare centre. - Above all, a day care centre or day care’
mother Ehauld he checked thorﬂuthy hefmre a child is left.

J
CONCLUSION . | Coor o R §

, To summarise the overall main isslies of the seminar: Society has ‘long

dwelt upon the problem of maternal deprividtion. Here, tonight, the discussion

has been more comprehensive and the concept of paternal deprivation has been in-
cluded. ( I have also’ suggested that a concomi tant Prablem of deprivation in our.’
sgaiety is.sex stereotyping and that the argument that single parenting and -
mateznal Emplaym@nt and day care necessarily canstltutee deprlvatlan is dogmatic
and Dmlts to take many important factars 1nto aéCcunt. I invite yGU‘Ell to

dlscusg the lgque.

Lo .‘ _ _ . i . t ; ~
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