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FOREWORD

The history of civilization abounds with records of the inhumanity
V'of individuals and groups toward each othgr. Such tragedies have gen-
erally resu]féd\frqm greed, prejudice, fanaticism and the Tust for power.
It is the ob]igétion of educators 'to make youth aware of tpe widespread
existence of man's inhumanity, and of possiﬁ]e encroachmenfs on individ-
ual and group rights, so that t?e democracy we cherish may be preservad.
We musf work hard just to keep Qhat we ‘have in this respect.

Santayana u;ged that unless we remember the past,“we will repeat the
same mistakes. ‘we must strive to avoid the horrors brpught z2bout by

_humans against humans. Perhaps this resource on Man's Inhumenity to Man

will arouse both teacher and student consciousness to what may happen --

and has.already occi®red in thequst--jf we do not protéct-ouy way of
1ife by constant vigil. |

Mutual respect, among,indiyiduals and greups, must be 1earhed'and
practicad. This_is a difficult task, but an inescapablé one. If this
document ,erves as a means to motivate mo}e educators in Connecticut's
schoois to learn about the ways in which our democratic way of iife
may be denied, and if youth, in turn, become awafe ofhthe dangers of
allowing any indivfdual or group in our society to lose their rights

and freedoms, then a basic objective of this pub]icatjon’has been

achieved. . .

v’.‘;“
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INTRODUCTION

Throogmout the ages m=m, women and children —=mee suffered at —m
hands c=ottaes. No people have been exempt. Z=rpetrators of ==
.and su™=rT=—mnave been found among ali peoples, z1T nations, all
religiomas amt all races. When <onfronted by pain, torture and loss
of 1ife ca_sec unnecessarily andvunjustly, reason, rationalizatior,

' means.and/orﬂend§ seém irre]evaﬁt; o .

The Tiestieth'Century, an age of progress ‘and scientific advanceé, )
has giver : a new brand of genocide, the wholesale murder and ‘ex-
terminati- of men, women and chi]dren; only Lecause fhgy belonged to
certain c. :cural groups-deemed inferior. During World War I almost
.two mj]linn Armenians were slaughtered by the Turks. During the decades
of the Trirties and the Forties Adolf Hitler, Chance]]or of Germany,
decided zo wipe off the face of Europé any ;hd every Jew. As 2 result
of his decision six mi1lion Jews éerished. '

Some people claim that genocide is actually on the increase in the
last quarter of this century. They cite the situations in Russia, in_
Africa and in Asia. Others claim that glpbal awareness is helping
present-day viétims; such as the fboat peop]e? of Asia, -but this was,

not the case in the earlier part of the céntury during the Armenian

~

and Europedn Jewish genocides.
Genocide education can bring into clear focus the differences

netween demccracy and dictatorship; 2 government of checks and balances .

versus one of unbridled power; a government dedicated to the rights of




-
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the individual versus one which —==mfes those rights”-- even the right

to exist as a_human being. Tdesz::ifferences, as well as an under- ‘T\.
standing of the economic, historiz=1, political anc =thical conditions | ’
‘which made an Adolf Hitler possizi=, are éddressedufnjthis guide, and

in suggestedcquestions for discrssion, and in the ;uggested research —
projects. | |

Man's Inhumanity to Man - A CTase in Point: The Nazi Holocaust is

time 1mmemor1a1, as have attem:ts to rectwfy and redress them. It i%
présented as a -resource for te=chers in fhe junior h1gh and senior h1gh
schools of Connecticut. Teackers may wish to 1n‘roduce into the1r

1iterature or social studies ‘classes discussions of the "moral health"

of various societies..

_The f1rst section, "An Overview," presents briefly a number of
examp]es of man's. inhumanity to man <hroughc.- che ages. The other-
sections deal with the Holocaust and its aftermath. c.

How can one man eau§e so much suffering affecting so many .millions
of people? | » )

Can a single individual do anything to ‘counteract such behavior?

What can be done to prevent 'such occurrences from happening in

-

the future?
Never in the annals of history has any tragedy‘been s} we]] documented
as the Nazi Ho]oeaust. Captured German documents alone comprise about
fifteen million pages; Jewish documents, while far fewer in number, con-
fa1n a large anount of personal papers descr1b1ng in pa1nstak1ng detail -

-

1ncred1b]e ordeals and suffering.
{}



Education about the Nazi Holocaust can serve as a significant \\\
contribution to the study of human rights, social justice and inter- \

group relations. Some of the Dbjectiyes'for studying this materia] \\“*\

include: ) . ' o)
. ‘ ) /

1. the affirmation of human rights and the recognition of their
vulnerability, |
2. an emphasjs'on~positive Va]qé; of jusgicexand compassion and
the-responsibi]ify;of.iheuindiv15ua]“tcVothers,_,u_;
3. the awareness.of the dénger of hatred and prejudice in any
society:
~ If we forget to safeguard our respons1b111t1es to preven; the

deterworatwon .of our treasured way of life, then, as the titie of

Sinc]aiq Lewis's book suggests, It Can Hsppen Here. 2
" .
. 5
\%) -
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E I. Man's Inhumanity to Man -- An QOverview
As ‘early as the Fifth Century B.C. the Greek historian Thucydides,
d wkiting ébout”the Pe]bpoﬁneSian War, iamentég the great loss of 1ife

" and the manynéxiJes created by that war. In his "History of the
- . - I .

Peloponnesian War, he wrote:

- - - -And it may well be that my history will seem less
’ easy to read because of the absence in it of a
romantic element. It will be enough for me, however,
if these words of mine are judged useful by those who
. 7 want to understand clearly the events which happened
in the past. . . My work is not a piece of writing
designed to meet the taste of an imfediate public,.but
was done to,tast forever . . . Never before had so L,
many cities been captured and then devastated . . .
never had there been sc many exiles, never such loss
of life. S -

a .
.

Thé importance and valueof individual 1ife was:one of ‘the main

°

. *contributions of the:Judeo-Christian tradition. At. the beginning of

< the Medieval Period the physician-philosopher-rabbi Maimqn%des expressed

this tradition when he wrote: < -
- « . Therefore, but a single man was created in the world,
to'teach that if any man caused a single soul to perish
- from the world . . . Scripture imputes it to him as though
he has caused a whole worid to perish; and if a man saves _
alive a single soul from this world, Scripture imputes it : -
to him.as though he has saved a whp]$ world. : ﬁj/

t

The Medieval Period, however, was not one in which all practiced

_this ideal. The idea of proselytizing to the "true" religion gained
. ’ ’ €.
many converts, one way or another. Judicial torture was practiced on

‘ persons whose faith deviated from those in powér.-_The Catholic Ency-

- ¢lopedia, VIII, 32b, describes the form of torture used to force

=4




. witnesses to teétify.during Ehe Early Inquisition:

<+ . . It took the form of logging, burning, the rack, or
solitary imprisonment in.the dark and narrow dungeons. .
i The feet of the accused might be slowly roasted over
SN <. . burning coals, or he might be bound upon a triangular
- ?rame,vaﬁd have his arms and legs ,putled by cords
', ‘4 wound on a windlass. Sometimes the diet was restricted
' .to weaken the bady and will of the imprisoned man,
rendering him suscepti 0 such psychological tortures
-.as_ alternative prémises of/ mercies or threats of death.

\

~ Persécution and lorture -in- the na of national abd/or religious

bei{??s continued in Europe and the .Americas well-into the Nineteenth

[

o

‘Century. The history of the Spanish in Central and South America

e

and the, English in North America toward the native AMericans is not

“
2

.

one of which‘we can be pfbud:}; E
reedom during the

, The American Indians lost théir;léﬁd\Eﬁd their f

’seftlemeni_of the United States.. Black’E%ki_con§iEéréd a holy man
) among members of tée Sioqx'triQe, comméﬁtéd on the strugg]e between
the Sioux Indians and the white men. Biack Efk E;néidéréd’fﬂe eafthz
"a world of qérknefs,and many shadows," and ﬁélfavoied thé‘Other wbcid;

“the world of the spirit where beauty qnd truth reibned eternal." As

-

a child of nine he experienced»aﬁgreat\vision in which the "Six Grand-

fathers -- the West, the East, the North, tﬁE\SBEth,;EEe Sky and the ~

—

Earth" revealéd to him tﬁe'futuré of his people and his pé?épna] respon-

sibility in fuifiT]ing'that destin_y”.5 By the'1880's.the Indians were

confined to'¥eservatipns where the living conditions were terrible.-
. \ ¢

Many Indians, because hunting of the buffalo was no longer ai]oWed,

- -
- -

died of malnutrition and-disease. Despair was widespread. "

. -

X
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A revivalist cult known as the‘Ghost:Dance religion which combined
eiements of Christianity and the traditional Indian bréctiées spread

among the Plains Indians. The United States government attempted to

. >

suppress it. Tensidns grew on both sidés and climaxed in “"The Bufchering
at Wounded Knee" on December 29, 1890. Black Elk witnessed the event’
and had this to say when it was all over: '

. I did not know how much was ended. When I look back now
from this high hill ef my old age, I can still see the

. _ butchered women and children lying heaped and scattered
s all along the crooked gulch as plain as I saw them with
eyes still young. And I can see that something else.died
there in that bloody mud, and was buried in the blizzard.
A people's dream died there. It was a beautiful -dream . . .
And I to whom a great vision was given in my yofith -- you
see me now & pitiful old man who has done nothing, for the
nation's hor.. is broken and scattered. There is no center
any longer, and the sacred tree is dead.* -

. Y’

During the seventeenth, eighteenttband nineteenth centuries the .
- slave traders cruelly miStreated’the Africans théy captured as slaves.

In his book Crisis in Black and White, Charles Silberman described .

the-Suffe(inés of the siaVes. There was the physica] tormznt of the

‘ ]gqg march ?o'the éea from the point of_&apture.-,TiédItogether 2y

| fhéir ﬁecks, the Airicans had to walk barefoct, offén for weeks,.
through the steaming jungle. Thosg who wéariéd_and‘coiiapsed were

" abandoned to die a sloﬁ death through starvation. When they acFiVed _“
at a ﬁpasta] trading port, the slaves wgre,exhibited‘naked to the
féurdpeaq or. American traui“g._ Those siéves who,wefe bought.were then

b3

shipped to their destiqgtidﬁs in the New World. -

*Momaday, N. Scott. Aherican Indian Authb;s. New York: Houghton-, . .
Mifflin Co., 1976 pp. 38 and 48. i ) o
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. The height between the decks was only eighteen inches,
so thatthe unfortunate human beings could not turn

around, @ot even on their sides . . . Some were chained
by the1r neck and legs . . . Their misery was so great
that they were driven to frenzy . . Many destroyed

4 .one another in the hope of f1nd1ng room to breathe; men
strangied those next to them and women drove nails into
each other's brains . . Approximately one third of the
prisoners died en route to the boat, another third during’
the passage. .

During World War I the Turks a]most 50cceeded in exterm1nat1ng the
Armenian minority. The Armenian peop]e had settled early in the land -
around Lake Van in Eastern Turkey. Assyrian reqprds speak of their

presence in the Seventh-Century B.C. They adopted Christianit}'eerly .
- and became one of the first Christian states. Later they became a
“minority within the _Islam world. .

The Arnenians have been quressea by foreign- rulers during_ggst

tnf'the}r hietory. Egyptians,.Persians; Mongols, Arabs and Turks have

~all rnled_Armenia. Throughout the years the Armenians remained dedicated
to their culture, their 1anguage end their faith.- ?he Mohammedan Turks

/." were the harshest oppressors of the Armenians. On Sentember 16, 1916,

Ta]aat Pasha, the Turk1sh£§]n1ster of the Interior, gave the fo]]ow1ng

o

< - -, order to the government of A]eppo (Turkey):

k ' ) . .. It was at first: commun1cated to you that the government ,

' - by the order of Jemiet (the ruling body), has decided to .
destroy completely all the Armenians living 1n Turkey .

Ar.end must be put to their existence, how ever cr1m1na1 \
the measure may be. No regard . must be paid to either age

or sex nor to conscientious scruples.

oIt appeared that econodmics and the religious differen;es_were'the

reasons given for the action by the government.

3
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Arnold Toynbee in his article The Treatment of Armenians

the procedure for the deportation and massacre of the population: : .

On a certain day, in whatever town or village it might be,

the public crier went through the streets announcing that

every male Armenian must present himself forthwith at_the
government building . . . The men presented themselves in

their working clothes, leaving their shops and work-rooms
~open, their ploughs in the field, their cattle on the mountain-
side. When they arrived they were thrown into prison for a day
or two, then without explanation marched out of town in batches, -
roped man to man along some southerly or southeasterly road.
They were starting, they were told, on a long journey - - to
Msul or perhaps Baghdad . . . But they had not long to ponder
over their plight, for they were halted and massacred at the~
first Tonely place in the road, or driven further to find slow
death in ‘the sun-scorched deserts. ’ L

Women, children and the infirm were equally driven from their »

homes. The children and the aged dropped by the wayside often .

beaten to death. The women were seen "floating down the river

Euphrates in batches of two to six often bound together . . .
__often ripped open." . _

~According to Professor Toynbee_neér]y two-thirds of the almost
‘two million Armenians in the Ottoman Empire perished.
Henr} Morgenthau, Sr., the American Ambassador to Turkey at the

=
time of the massacre recalled in his book, Ambassador Morgenthau's

Story, the conQersations he held with the Turkish Mihister of the
Interior. T;]aat Pasha made no attempt fo deny hi's gove}nment's re-
sponsibility.for the‘extermﬁnationsil Morgenthau did his best to alert
the United“States aéd the world to the tragic hagpenings, but except ‘
for some donations for relief, his efforts were }n vain. Revolted by
the appalling érue]ty of the Turkish government and the apparent non-

.interference policy by the rest of the world, he resigned as.ambassador.




Never before had an entire'group of people - - men, women and .

children - - been earmarked for total annihilation, simply for being

[¢] .
Armenian. A new word, genocide, came into being; it meant the killing

of an entire people. It was also a harbinger of things to come.
Twenty five years later Ado]t'HitTerﬂeTabOratec upon the exampTe
of Armenia. On August 22, 1939, as Chancellor of Germany, Hitler gave

the fo]]owing command:

I have given orders to my Death Units to exterminate without

K pity men, women and children be]ong1ng to the Polish-speaking
race. It'is only in this manner that we can acquire the vital
territory we need. After all, who remembers _today the exter-
m1nat1ons of the Armenians?

similar orders were given to exterminate the'Jews.endithe'GypsieS._
The relocation of Japanese-Americans for éecurity reasons during:
World War II stands out as-one of the most qnfortunete events in the
history of.Americen civil liberties. while'in no way can'thecintern-
ment be‘considere& a form of’genocide; it could have Ted in that
~ direction. A ser1es of executave and m111tary orders fcrced Japanese-
-Amer1cans to report to des1gnated centers for sh1pment to-a- number of
re]ocat1on centers"; these centers were-"ben1gn concentration camps"'
at best: Members of tne Japanese;American West Coast community were
confined to them for periods of up:tb four years and then resettled
outside the coastal zone. Thus, thousands of American citizens were

subjected to long term forcible detention without having been charged

with any offense’and'Without any.pretense of due process of law.

[ {9
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The United States Supreme Court, despite the astounding consti-
tutional implications, hesitated to challenge the "military necessity"
argumént advanced by the government and the military. However indi-

viduals Tike Justice Robert H. Jackson, in Korematsu v. United States,

December 1944, dissented frbm'the majority opinion in tnhe second case

to reach the Court. He objected strongly to locking up American citi-

" zens in “comcentration camps" because of their race.

As a result of the events- associated with World War II, on De-
cember']O, 1948, the United Nations' General Assemb?y»qdapted_the

Universal Declaration of Human Rights. Article I of that document

states:
A1l human beings are born free and equal in dignity and rights.
They are endowed with reason and conscience and should act
toward one another in a spirit of brotherhood. - .
This spirit of brotherhood. has not been universally accepted

throughout the world. In times of stress the best of ideals, wﬁether_

religious or political, is forgotten in the expediency of the moment.

In the years of the Vietnamrwar and following the problems of
refugees-became acute. Refugees caught between the conflicting jdeo-
logies surging throughout the Southeast Asian countries attempted to ~

fiee by way of the séa. They became known as “boat people.” The

JquuS, 1979Ijssue’of Time Magazine described the plight of some

Chinese Vietnamese:

"Save us. Save us," shouted a Vietnamese refugee last week
as Malaysian naval vessels towed two boats back out to sea. ’
With some 520 people aboard, they had arrived in Malaysian
waters the previous day and had desperately tried to unload
their passengers. ,

7
¢
¢
Y
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. - . Since departing from Viet Nam five days earlier the
boats had been raided and robbed three times by Thai pirates.
Now, back to sea :he refugees were in a panic.

Once again events gave evidence of man's inhumanity to man.

Fe
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Suggested Questions for Discussion -

1. . Dfscuss what is meant by the statement; "If a man save a single
sod] it it is as though he save a whole world."

2. The ancients lamented loss of life thousands of years ago. Have
we as a peop]e learned anything about the value of each 1nd1v1dua1
11fe 1n the interim or 1s 1ament1ng all we can do?

3. We value the 1nd1v1dua1, yet we produce atom1c weapons capable of

destroying ]ife on this planet. What might be done to deter such
N \ |

< ’ potent1a1 destruct1on?
4. Imag1ne you-are a lawyer nired by an Ind1an reservat1on commun1ty
to represent it in order to obtain federa] funds to improve .con-
ditions on the reservation. How would you state its case?
5. Adolf Hitler issued an order to his Death Units to kill without.
"oity members of the "Po]ishéspeaking race. ",'He said, "After all,
wr remembers today the exterm1nat1on of the Armen1ans?" If the
nat1ons of the world had done someth1ng about the Armen1an Massacre,
’do you, believe H1t1er would have st111 dared to give that order to
- his Death Units? Just1fy your answer. .
.é.h Japanese-Americans weré interned'durinngorld'war II. "The govern-
‘ment at the t1me was genu1ne1y concerned about Japanese spies.
was this a Just1f1catwon for the 1nternment? Why was similar

concern not shown toward German- and Ita11an-Amer1cans?




£

Television contributed to our awareneés of the plight of the

Cambodfans and the Boat People. If television had reported the
pFight of the Armenians daily on our home screens, could public
opinion have been aroused -to cause our government to ect7 How

might the media be used to prevent such excesse< as the Armen1an

Massacre and the Nazi Holocaust?
What can a single 1nd1v1dua1, such as -yourself, do to he]p avoid

"man' s 1nhuman1ty to man’"

Suggested Projects

Research the-Japanese Exclusion Acts, especially the two Supreme

Court\decisions: Hirabavashiav;_the United States of June 1943,

and the éubseqhent case df Korematsu v. the United States of

VDecemberv]944§. Note the differences and similarities and address

the charge that the Roosevelt administration yielded to b]atant

‘racial pre3ud1ce and wartime hyster1a a]though there was no evi-

dence of J:ptnese-Amer1can d1s]oya]ty.

Prepare a paper on the Universal Dec]arat1on of Human Rights..

How did it come into be1ng and what part.did Mrs. Eleznor
Roosevelt p]ay in its formu]at1on?

Invite recent emigres from "suppressed" countries to speax to the

. class .on "human rights." Prepare the class by presentjng the

" thoughts of the RUseian author and prel Prize winner Alexsandr .

I. Solzhenitsyn on the subject. -

- ]3-
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: The Armenian Case. 43 min. color and black and white.

Making use of historical footage, accounts by survivors, and ancient
documents, this film is a well-documented introduction to the story ,
of the Armenian people and the tragedy they suffered. Beautifully
photographed with a good script and narration, this film can be ef-
fectively used to discuss the entire topic of genocide. -

_ Armenian National Committee, 212 Stuart St., Boston, MA 02116.

Birds of Passage. 36 min. color/not cleared for TV.

Portraits of three West Coast Japanese-Americans—a gardener, a tuna
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in the de=ade before World War I. We learn about their values as they
talk about their Tives._ Adapting to an alien and often hostile country

- while hoping one day to return to Japan, they drew strength from their

own traditions and culture. The World kar II round-up and internment

" of Japanese-Americans remains a searing memory for each of them. Thirty

yedrs after the war, they now understand that their place is here with

. their children and grandchildren, helping them keep the traditions and

culture. alive. .

<

An Irquiry into the Nature of Man: His Humanity and Inhumanity.
2 filmstrips/cecior/cassettés or records. ;

A‘brbad survey of man's complex and beautiful creations as well as .

‘the terrible destruction he has”wrought. Fine use of art and class-

ical references.
Center for Humanities. Whjte Plains, New.York 10603

Genocide. 16 mm. 52 min., color.

- A def’vitive film omr the Nazi Holocaust. From the "wgr]d at War'

series. .
Anti-Defamation League. New Haven.

Man and his Values: An Inquiry into Good and Evil. 2 fi]msirips/coTor,
cassettes or records.. , . . :

An exploration of man's diverse values-viewed from one culture to .
another. and from one time period to another, showing hHow these values
originate and change because of contemporary influences.

Center for Humanities, White Plains, New York 10603

- 16 -



H

II. Germany after World War I

Germany after World War I was a country in shambles. The
Germans had not only lost the war but were a]so subJect to what most
.cons1dered a severely punitive peace treaty The result was.econom1c
chaos. The world-wide depression which began in the 1920's aggravated
. the situation. The stage was set for the rise of a former corporal
Adolf'Hitier; a pied-piper/nith world-conquest ambitions and a fanatic
‘belief in racial superiority. | ) |
_Shortly after the Armistice the victorious powers gathered at
Versailles in France to draft a peace treaty. The negotiations by .
~ the "B1g Three," the United States Br.ta1n and France, were 1nf1uenced
T by the fact that everyone had expected a short’war and had therefore
| | not raised taxes suff1c1ent1y to pay for it. Years of heavy 1osses on
-all sides 1eft ‘the victor¥ even more determ1ned that the enemy should
pay for the damages and 1osses. Germany was not a party to the nego-.
tiations and only came to sign the finished agreement on June 28, 1919
in the Hall of M1rrors at Versa111es. This treaty has_rema1ned a con;__

G

'trovers1a1 document ever since. )
‘;e. : Many historians be’1eve that the harshest parts of the treaty
v wére its reparat]ons c]auses:~ Article 23] which'made Germany and her
allies accept the responsibilities for causing a11 the Jloss and damage‘
to the Allied Powers; and Article 233 wh1ch requ1red Germany: to -pay
'_for all damages done to the C1v111an populat1ons and- property of the

Allied governments. - This figure was later set at th1rty-three billion

©,
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dollars and included not only shipoing and property losses but also
w service pensions and.allowances. : t <
- ) A It was not foreseen that Germany s ability to pay would be seri-
ously weakened by 1ts loss of terr1tory, popu]at1on, colon1es and
natura] resources’as well as by the conf1$cat1on of its merchant -

- fleet. ~ The German people werejoutraged by Art1c1e 231 and 1nterpreted
it to mean that they were ‘solely responsible for having caused the war.
John Foster DuTles; a future United States Secretaryﬁof:State, had
drafted that clause as a concess1on to the British and the French, but
he later wrote in h1s memo1rsb nit was the revulsion of the German
people from this art1c1e of the treaty which above all else 1a1d the

| foundation for the Germany of H1t1er " : .

The military clause of the Versa111es Treaty expected Germany

to disarm. This was foliowed by a statement “that Germany S d1sarm-
anent would be fo]lowed by genera] d1sarmament.“ This 1dea]1st1c,

- unnecessary c1aUSe was to be interpreted by Hitler as an A111ed pledge

.

‘to d1sarm, the nonfu]f1T]ment of which Just1f1ed German v1o]at1on of

fthe treaty terms. ,
| In 1919 Germany estab11shed ‘the We1mar Republic in the midst of
po]1t1ca1 economic and soc1a1 chaos without a tradition of democracy

and self-government. Most Germans v1ewed the new government as an.

-emergency solut1on created so that the Germans m1ght get a more 1en1ent ‘

-

peace treaty.




£y

"~ inflation followed. Z

The new government was beset by troob!es on 511 sides. A]fhodgh
the military lost the war, the new government;was blamed. The peace
treaty was considered "foul," and aga1n the government was b]amed
As time went on many Germans wou]d insist that th1s democrat1c govern-
ment sold out and "stabbed them in the back " Hitler later branded
the Teaders of the Weimar Repub11f as "the cr1m1na]s of November." -

The reparat1ons set by the Versailles Treaty were a strong

e
factor in.the development of economic chaos. The Weimar government

.announced that 1t would follow "a po]1cy of fu]f11]ment but it d1d

not -have the politicdl courage to attempt to raise through taxation
the. sums owed to the Allies. The government knew that such taxation-
would be resented by all-classes and would result in a reduction'ﬁn L
social serv1ces that wou]d cost the support of its fo]]owers.‘ This
understandab]e re]uctance to invite new political and soc1a1 troubles

led it to rely on borrowing and the,pr1nt1ng-of new money. A disastrous

» ) . Q_'
.

By the end of the year 1923, one -hundred thirty-fhree printing
offices with 1,783 presses were turning out currency at-top speed.
The mark stood at 25 billion to the dollar. Qne German statesman .

pointed out that the annual profit of the Darmstaedter Bank would’ be

* insufficient to buy a tramway ticket. v

The hero of Eric Remarque's novel Three Comrades describes whit -

this inflation meant: - - . -

=195

Ct
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'/// N . In 1923 I was chief of a rubber factory . . . I had a month]y ";
- ~salary 'of.200 billion marks. We were paid -twice’a day and -
then everybody rushed out to the stores to buy something before
the next quotation on the dollar came out, at which time.the
money would Tose half its value. . v "
To the work1ng classes thefqnflat1on reant lower wages, Jonger .
o work1ng hours and a dec11ne°1n redl income tha* brouaht hunger and
?s1ckness to their fam;11es Moreover, 1nf1at1on wiped out the reservesi‘
of the Independent Trade Un1ons,.mak1ng it 1mpess1b1e for them to pay
» benef1ts. Negot1ated agreements oecame mean1ng1ess. As ‘a resu]t-
m11]1ons of workers left the1r un1ons, thus weaken1ng a movement which
' ’ o had been potert1a11y one of the strongest bulwarks of German démocracy -
Even harder h1t were those members of the;mldd]e c]ass who had .
f1xed 1ncomes or 11ved on sav1ngs or pens1ons They had spent a 11fe-
time accumu]at1ng enough sav1ngs to pay for the educat1on of the1r
. ch11dren or to- prov1de for +h~1r own old age, and now saw the resu]t
"of.the1r thriftomelt" away before the}r eyes The psycho]og1ca1 effect
to h was shatter1ng and expdains why so mary decent and respectab]e people
v turned to sa1vat1on to. demagogues for easy answers and easy so:ut1ons~
| . The per1od from 1994 to 1929 was one of re]at1ve caTm and prosper-

v

1ty --a breathnng-spe]] Germany was ab]e to. borrow a great dea] of :

money, part1cu1ar1y from the. Un1ted States." In add1r1on the Germans i

‘cop1ed many successful Amer1can bus1nes§ pract1ces, ‘such as the standard-
- .1zat1on of parts “and the centra]1zat1on of 1ndustr S. - Amer1can compan1es,'“
| such as Ford, Chrysler, General Motors and Eastman Kodak p]ayed large
_:‘.’ : part in what was eal]ed "one ‘of - the most spectacular recover1es in- the

* world!s entire economic h1story."




. . . L . “

-The key'figure fn this period was Gustav Stresemann, the German
' foreign minister; He maraged to lower the reparat1on payments that
Germany was forced to pay the Allies and to 1mprove relations w1th
France and Be]qum. He also got Germany admitted to the League of
Nations and arranged for cons1derab1e loans from the United States.
For his work in promoting international “good will" Stresemann was
awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1927.
In 1929 _Germany signed the Kellogg-Briand Peace Pact which
. "out]awed war as an‘1nstrument of‘nationa] policy." Many people felt
'.5; f -that the world was in for a 1ong period of peace and prosperity.

Despite the frenfied efforts .of a former corpora] Adol1f H1t1er, the

<&
number of his fo]]owers rema1hed 1ns1gn1f1cant. A totalitarian govern-

' ment ded1cat°d to rac1a1 super1or}ty and wor]d conquest seemed most ,
o ~/unlnke1y ) - S, .
) (? '5- Two - events shattered the calm and prosper1ty First, Gustav’

gtrésemann died on October 3 1929. He had known" the art of negot1a-
tion and compromise He was also aware. of the frag1]1ty of the Weimar
Repub11c, of its dependency on U.S. funds and of the well-being of
- the 1ntennat1ona] commun1ty - Shortly before his dea%h he observed:
"I must ask you a]waxs to remember that-dur1ng the~pas% year we hawe
- been 1iving on borrowed money If a c;ns1s were “to arise and th° .

P
k]

- ‘ Amer1cans were to cal] in their short tetm loans, we wou]d be faced

with bankruptcy e L .

- - : S I




The second event occurred during fhe third week of October 1929,
wﬁen after a period of‘nervous f]uctuatibns,‘the.stock market in New
York suddeniy collapsed. -During the next two weeks prices contfnued

m;o fall, markets shriveled énd diSéﬁpeared,.production faltered and
stopped. Manual” laborers, salesmen, clerks, techniciéﬁs and executives

%

receiyéd notices o1 dismissal, breadline- started to form, and thé

\

United States entered the greatest economic depression in its history.

-~

In Germany immediate payments on loans were demanded by the
* American financiers. Massive unemployment was the result; fhe un-
employed numbered 1,368,000 in 1929, about 5,668,000 in 1931 and over
6,000,000 in 1933. Wages were cut and the jobless wandered the streefs

with cries of "give us bread." 5 .

2

P Unemployment, dépression and 1.ss of pride can be the undoing '

of weak governments such as the Weimar Répubiic. The novelist Erich

Kaestner recalls the conditions that did so much to bring about victbry

for National Socialism and the downfall of the German republic:
The great unemployment, the spiritual depression that
foliowed the economic one, the-desire to forget, the
activity of thoughtless parties, these were the storm

- signals of the coming crisis. Even the frightening

calm before the storm was not absent -- the laziness
of the spirit that resembled an epidemic paralysis.. .
People preferred to listen to the circus barkers and
the drummers who recommended their own mustard plasters
and poisonous patent medicines. . .

-

. ‘As a way out of their sorry predicament, to the millions of dis-

.

' contéhted, Hitleroffered radical changes. He reﬁeated over and over:

»




~
We will make Germany strong, to last a thousand years ...
We will refuse to pay reparations . . .

We will have jobs . . . o

We will repudiate the Versailles Treaty . . .

We will stamp out corruption . . :

Out with those who stabbed us in the back . . . especially

“the Jews. \
E]ect1ons were held on September 14, 1930. Hitler was pleasantly

_surprised when the returns came in. The Nazi Party ‘had increased its
numbers dramatically. From the ninth and smallest party in the govern-
ment it was now the second largest and well on the way to a total

'take-over, whichmocturred when Hitler was sworn in as Chancellor on
~January 30, 1933.

Under HitTer, Gerhany emerged from the depression with a speed
that amazed the world. Unemployment fell from six million in 1932 to
iess than one million.four years later. The gross national produtt
doubled in the same'period, as did theanational income. Essentialiy
the stimulus to recover cahe from the rearmament progran. The whole
economy was on a war.footing. Its aih was toimake Germany self-
sufficient and invulnerable to a blockade. It all made fbr employment
and prosperity. The gcvernment began to form a]liences with the large-

manufacturers.

Germany's heighbors were not aware ot the war objectives ahd
were most impressed by Hitler's econumic policies which helped to make
'his form of totalitarianism attractive and friendship with Germany i

became a desireble end.
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- Unbridled power, however, may destroy the .very people it tried
to "rescue." In 1945 when World War II came to an end, millions of
lives were lost and Property destroyed. -Hitler had lost interest in
the céntinuéd existénce of the German people. He had told Albert
Speer, his minister for armament and war production: }

If the war is Jost, the nation will also perish . . .
this nation will have piroved to be the weaker one,

for the good ones have been killed. We shal] scorch
the earth. A1l industrial plants, electrical facili-
ties, water works, gas works, food stores and ¢lothing
stores,- all bridges, railways, all waterways, all ships,

all freight cars and all locomotives . . . are to be
totally destroyed.

The German people were spared this final cafastrophe. It was
due 1in Part to the rapid advances of the Allied troops which made
the carrying out of such‘a gigantic demolition impossible and the
superhuman efforts 6f Speer and a number of Army officers who
finally, in.direct disobedience, raced:about thé country to make

:sure that vital communications plants and stores were not blo~i up

by obedient Nazi followers.

¢

o
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NOTE: -

Through an error of misnumbering pages, there is no'bage 25.

However, no material is missing.
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Suggested Questions for Discussion

Germany lost World War I, and was not invited by the Allies to
participate in the'peace¥making agreements. Explain the ad-
vantages.énd disadvantages of such a move.

Imagine you are-a citizen of a codntry which has been defeated-
Thé government has escaped into exile. THere is a vacuum in
fefms'of Teadership and direction. What @ight you as a citizen
do as an effort to solve the“national crisis? What might happen
if individuals do ﬁot become involved? ﬂ

Why was a dictator such as Adolf Hitler so effective in raising
the national spirit of the German people? - ]

If you were out of a job, depressed and had nothing to do, why
might you be inclined to listen to someone who promised jops,"
activities and tOrch]ight’parades?‘ |
If your personal freedom were §gvere1y resﬁricted, wou]d you
care if‘any minority.group were persecuted? Whaf wo4ld have
to happen before you wode take action on their behalf, and
what form would this action most 1ike1y.be? |

What would your reaction as a‘Ggrman have been if, at the end
of World War II, after Tosing your son.on the Russian Front, aﬁd :
losing part of ;pur home in an air raid, you were told that the

Fuehrer expected you to destroy what was Teft of your possessions

because you did not deserve to live.after a drastic defeat?

2
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'Most of us are“impatient with the s]oﬁ.proéess of our demo-
cratic form of government because it seems to take forever to
get something done. biscuss this in tefms of wﬁat you have
.learned about "Germany between fhe Wars."

What are tﬁé disadvantages:and advantageé of our govérnmént

of "checks and ba]ances?a

Suggested Projects

Compare and contrast America's efforts-with those of Germany
in coping with the Great Depression.

Review the history of the Weimar Republic to explain why

~ -

Germany's experiment with democracy failed.

Review the'measures taken by'the'United States to red;ce
prejudicé.

Trace thg history of anti-semitism in Germany.

“Compare H?%ler's position to Communism during the 1939‘5.
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From Kaiser to Fuehrer. 26 minutes, black and white

The story of the il1-fated Weimar Republic’ set up by forward looking .
Germans after World War I, and sent to its death in 1933 by-a com-
bination of depression, inexperience of the Germans at democracy and

- the doubts of many of its adherants.” CBS TV (20th Century Series)
McGraw Hill. ) . ' :

Hitler: Anatomy of a Dictatorship. 22 min. black and white, 1969
Distributor: Learning.Corporation of America, 1350 Avenue of the
Americas, New York 10019. - .
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A German passenger freighter is sailing from Mexico to Bremer in 1933.
The film traces with insight, irony and humor a variety of situations
and characters in a powerful and compelling study of humanity in the
world that gave rise to Hitler. Vivian Leigh, Simone Signeret, Jose
Ferrer, Lee Marvin, Oscar Werner, Elizabeth Ashley, George Segal,
Michael Dunn, Jose Greco. Directed by Stanley Kramer, 1965.

The Making of the Germin Nation: 1815-1945. 4 filmstrips/color,
‘2 records/cassettes. Excellent teacher's notes. Educational Audio-Visual.
g N _

-Comprehensive record of Gerﬁag;history.

.
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ITII. Adolf Hitler

I4

Adolf Hitler had a tendency to blame others for his own failures
and developed a passion to hate - particularly Jews. This hatred
became the centerpiece .of his political ambitions and rema1ned with

him unt11 his death in 1945. He had uncanny insights into mass psy-

.. chology and an extraordirary ability as an orator and organizer. His

consuming interest in and knowledge of military history and strategies
'served to bring a]mest all, of Europe unden”éermen domination. However.
he was unable to adapt or cope with mi]itarx,reverSals. As the war
~ turned against Germany, Hitler began to deteriorate -physically, emo-
tienally and intellectqally until everything around him collapsed and
shattered. At that point he and .his newly-wedded wife committed
suicide in the bunker beneath the rubble of Berlin, the capital of -
his German empire. N |
On April 20, 1889, in the smali,vi]iage of Braunau on the River
Inn between Austria and Germany, a boy was born to an Austrian customs
official of fifty-two and a peasant girl still in her twenties. The
boy was christened Adolf. Neighbohs described_the young mother as
quiet, honest anh hardworking and added that yoUng Ado1f was her fa-
vorife child. The father, however did not spare the rod to spo11
the child because he believed frequent beat1ngs were good for the soul-.
Ado]f was an 1nd1fferent student for hée studied only when he
felt Tike it. "The th1ngs wh1ch pleased me, I learned,"” he wrote

Tater," . . . The_things that seemed to me meaningless or-which did not



éppeal to me, I sabotaged sompleiely " He left.school w1thout grad-
u;ting. In later years he blamed his 1ack of 1earn1ng not on h1mse1f
.but on his teachers. “Most of my teachers had someth1ng wrong with
them mentally, and qu1te a few ended the1r days -as honest-to-God
Qiunat1cs.? ’

When he was eighteen years old in October 1907, Adolf Hitler
Qent to‘ernna. Supported by moRey sent by his'@other, he héd hopes
of becoming a great artist. Unfortunéte]y the Vienna Academy of'Fihe

© Arts twise rejected his application qu admissfon as a s;ydent; His
drawings were just not good enough. .This was a blow to his Pride and
he believed that “those stupid professors understood nothing."

The next five years were the most misérab]e in his life. He
wrote, "I lived five years of misery and woe in Vienna . . . Hunger
was my faithful compan1on. It never left me for a moment " As a-
‘result Hitler hnfEd V1enna and he stated that "1n this perwod
there took shape within me a world p1ctare and a philosophy wh1ch be-
came the granite fouwndation of a]] my acts."’

First, he learned to hate the Socialists, those who wanted a
society ruled by the working c]ass. }Second, he -learned to hate the
Jews. He began to read anti-Jewish magazines.and "hatg" literature.
‘One day on a street in Vienna heAsaw a Jew in a ;affan, a ]ongﬁsleevéd
gown fastened by a sash. "I.askedfmyse]f could this be a Gerﬁan?'

He decided that Marxists and Jews were in a “holy union" to déstroy -
“the world. To him Jews were "dirty rats . . . blood suckers and

tyrants." It was easy to blame them for his misery.
Y
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He also bégan tp despise democracy. He scorned ;he Hapsburg
family who ruled the Austrjans, and he moékéd the parliament that
was supposed to représent the people. His tortured mind found.
relief in dreams of a great and glorious Gérmany. S;owly he began
to believe that he was=the;child of fate'and that he was destined
Fb bring.Germany and Austria to glory. To achieve these endsAhe
began to visit cheap cafes where he ‘started political argﬁments.

. . ‘As soon as anyope mentioned ﬁqlitics, he was off on a long spéeth.
| If anyone differed, he woqu-reaét vfo]éntly by screaming ét the top
of his voice, -- and people began to Tisten to tﬁat strange young
man gith'hypnpfic eyes. . ' |
Hitler's boyhgoa friend, Kubicek, and other companions ﬁfom the
Vienna days.pointed out that Hitler did not get é]ong with most peo-
-plg.' His hatred lashed out in all directions, aqd_his_haﬁfed of:the
Jews, therefore,vwas:merely the concentrated form of his general ;
. hatfeds}focused toward a-single §uit§b1e 6bject.’ In Mgig_ggmgf_Hitler
* wrote that the masses must never be shown Qore than oaé'enemy, because
.to be aware of seQera]lenemies;at one time would cause doubts:

Joachim Fest, in his book Hitler, describes him as an ambitious
despera;g 1pner, looking for a formula to "politicize h%s personal
problems." 'During his Vienna days hé saw himse]f going.downhill bit
by bit. Tﬁe apparition of the Jew hefped to support hisfse1f—esteem
and he told himself that.he had the laws of history and nature oh his

 side. Al1 he had to do was to help those laws along.
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: Hitler Toved the music of R1chard Wagner, whome he caT]ed “the
.greatest pnophet1c f1gure the German. peopie have had " Both men,
. Wagner and H1t1er shared’"jfur1ous insatieble w1]1 to power and were -
subJect to v1o]ent changes Lf mood -- from depress1on to exaltat1on,

from tr1umph to disaster. H1t1er the r°3ected F1ne Arts Academy

RN

cand1date, became the mytho]og1ca1 hero Siegfried;- s]ay1ng the dragon

of rigid rules and accepted tradition. Both men believed in mass1ve

?

, staging and overpoWering effects. Once Hitler happened upon a massive N

>

demonstrat1or of V1ennese workers What 1nterested h1m was not the

4
‘-

reason for the demonstratwon but the l'end]ess columns four abreast L

"~

T * - For near]y two hours he stood spe]]bbund “watching the g1gant1c human
dragon- sTowly w1nd1ng by." The gigantic Naz1 rallies and. torch11ght

parades'were the.eventuaﬁ result, and their hypnotic_effect on the

people is well known. , o ’ -

Hitler's talent as a stage manager reached 1ts summlt when the

R

object of the celebrat1on was death. The ceremony of November 9, _
.. 3 -

- ,]935 commemorat1ng the first martyrs of the -Nazi movement; was -
.typ1ca1 The architect Ludw1g Troost ‘had des1gned for the center of

© Munich's Voen1gsp1atz ‘two classical temples which were to receive the
) o .

exhumed bories deposited-in s1xteen bronze coffins ‘placed on b1ers and
surrounded by f]am1ng braz1ers for the occasion. Short]y before mid-
night Hitler, standing in an open car, drove through the streets 1it

by flares set on masts. SA and SS units formed a Tlang,. their torches»

-

>

making two moving. lines of fire dowh the ]ength’of the broad-avenue.
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The audience was massed behind‘these Tines. The car crawled slowly
to'the site of‘tﬁeibronze coffins. . With raised arm Hitler ascended
the redécarpeted stair leading to the coffins and paused before.eachk '
one for a "mute dialogue,.whiie six thousand followers carrying:
counttess flags fiiedusilentiy past the dead." Loudspeakers broad-
cast Mazi music while s1xteen artillery sa]vos boomed over the c1ty
| Geli Rauba] daughter of Hitler's ha]f—s1ster Ange]a? is gener-
ally recognized-as the only real love of his life. She was blond
with a happy.persqhality and hoped to become a singer. Hitler gave
her everything except freedom. “He insisted §ﬁ% have an escort even
when she went to. her s%nging lessons. He forbade her to‘see other
men¢ At the same time heireservedhthe right to see any women he ’
wanted to see. He had a]ready met Eva Braun, who was to become his
wjfe, and -saw her frequently. A young artist fram Austria fell in
-love with Geli ‘and proposed marriage. As soon as Hitler learned of
the re]at1onsh1p he insisted on a break with the young man. The
tensions- that: deve]oped eventua]]y caused Ge}w S menta] breakdown
and su1c1de. _ ‘ , / - ‘ L
- - Hitler was shattered. He wept b1tterﬂy for days as he kne]t at
. Gelf‘s grave. H1s friends thought he m1ght even kill h1mse1f in
remorse. A day or'two later he drove north to attend a conference.
The party stopped at an inn overn1ght At breakfast the following
morn1ng he refused to eat a p1ece-of;ham, "It's like -eating a corpse,"

he told Goering. Nothing on earth wbu]d make him eat meat°again.

i




Eva Braun became his fulltime mistnesé.. Because she spent much
. '3 oo

~of her time waiting for him, she was subjected. to spelds of melancholia.

" She had.ho hope that Hitler would marry her. He also feared he Qou]d

-

Tose. much of the adulation the German women showgred upon him. . "Eva
is very né&e,f,he fo]d his secretary, “buf only Geli cou]d have in-
spired in me genuine passion." As Head of the Third Reich he téTd

Eva Braun that he must Aevéte himgplf to the nation with no féhi]y

.-
distractions.

. -

e ’ ’ . R -, ’ .
Hitler believed "war was the ultimate goal of politics," ‘and the -
stronger must conquer the weaker'beéause people needed Tiving space,
"lebensraum." He told one of his generals:

I shall wage war. I shall determine the suitable time
for the attack; there is only one most favorable moment
and I will wait for it; with iron resolution that I will
not miss it. Only then do I have the right to send the
young to their deaths . . . I am fifty years old. I
shall not wait to wage war when I am fifty-three or
sixty. - ’

-

In speech after speech Hitler would use tne following sentiments:
. : - : y
.  As Tong as the earth turns around the -sun, as long as '
<« - there is cold and warmth, fertility and infertility, -
storm and sunshine, so Tong struggle will continue
among men and women and nations . . . If people lived
in the Garden. of Eden, they would rot . . . A peace ‘
of more than twenty-five years would do great harm to
a nation. - :
R . -4
The success of Hitler's early military campaigns against the
. i < . . ’ i
Allies was unprecedented. In three weeks the Wehrmacht overran Poland,

in sdhething'moré'than two months it bverwheimed Norway., Denmark,.thé
- g
Netherlands, Belgium, Luxemburg and.France, drove the British back

<



to their island and effect’vely challenged the British fleot -- all
accomplished ;:th comparat1ve1y few casualties, 27,000 German dead
as compared with 135,000 on the Allied side. Hitler's long time:
study of military tactics coupled with’ remarkable insight into the
psychology of thevenemy paid off, and surprised even his generals.
Ultimately h1s weaknesses began to cancel out his strengths
He was.unable to’ adapt or change h;s—tact1cs in times of reversals.
. He began to consult oracles and demand death rather than the y1e]d1ng
of one inch of territory.
‘By the end of January 1943, the Russian winter caught up with
the German Sixth Army at Stalingrad. The situation was hopeless.
The so]diers, totally exhausted and demoralized by the cold, ep%demics
and hunger, surrendered by. the thousands completely contrary to Hit]er'sw
norders. It was a turning poﬁnt.-- and spelled the beginning of the end.
Hitlér began to retreat into mytho]ogica1 fantasies. -- a sort of Wag-
nerian "Gotterdarmerung," a twd]ight ot the‘gods. '\\
Defeat fo]Towed defeat. Tensions grewl-- and Hitler 1aunched
into tirades. His insomnia grew worse,and members of his entourage
desperately tried to keep their eyes open until the Fuehrer, worn
out, would lie down for a brief slumber. Hitler shed ali d1sg'1ses
and- statesman11ke poses and regressed to the vulgar phrases or his
beer-hall’ period. He spoke of his disgust with the "idiotic middle '
class,"fthe‘"herd of swineh in the Vatican' and the "insipfd Christian.*®

<o

With a good deal of pleasure he discussed cannibalism in besieged

]

w
~
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'Leningradzf He repeatedly looked at film of his former associates
who had tried to assassinaee him in 1944 slowly dying through hanging'
from meat hooks. | .

Hitler's intellectual powers dec]ined: He began to see the war '
as a "seizure of power," and talked about what "a.sidéle man with a
band of fo]]owers might do." 1In his cont1nu1ng m111tary dec1s1ons
he frequently’ referred to his exper1ences in World War I. He did
not unders?and_;he 1mportance of radar, the sp11tt1ng of the atom,
”ground-to-air rockets. or the sound-guided torpedo. w1th senile ob-
st1n¢cy he b]ocked the ]arge sca]e production of the first jet plane,
the Messerschm1tt 262, unt11 1t was too late to do much good

~ Hitler's personal physician, Dr. Morell, prescribed massive doses

of drugs and medicines to'charge the Fuehrer artificially, rep]adihg
the stimulus of the past massive ovations. After‘Stalingrad, Hitler
: avoided the public and in fact de]ivered Only two more speeches. He
would not set foot in the shattered cities .nor face h1s peop]e after
"defeat.

Annihilation of the Jews remained item number’one on Hitler's
agenda. Even though the trains were desperately needed to bring
| medical and cther suppiies-to the beleaguered armies;'Hit]er ordered
them to continue transporting Jews from all over.Europe to the death

camps. After all this effort was, in the Fuehrer's words, "the glor-

ious page in our German history."

o
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Suggested Questions for Discussion

1.  What were the factors that cau:ad Hitler to exhibit such strong
hatred against the Jewish people?

2. Many people have a tendency to b]ame.others:for their failures.

| How would you as a parent correct this tendency on the part'bf
your chi]d?. How do you-persona]ly'fgel a?out peop]e'b]aﬁing

 the President or Co;gréss for all our economic difficulties?
Explore what. the President of people mﬁght do to prevént this
situation. _' \, . .

3. If you were in an important position éé a leadeF'of a country
or a lafge corporation, Qhat mgthods or tactics would you employ
to bring péop]e»to your wéx of thinking? What is leadership if
not to lTead people? Are peopie easily led?

4. Hitler believed in-cohtro]]ing the people in his life, telling
them when and whéfe to go and whom they could see.~ If you Toved.
somébody very much, wod]d you gc along with being corntrolled? . -_.

5. Hitler believed that "a peace of'more than twenty-five years
would do great hgfm to a nation" because it would make‘the
people "soft." Is this belief a valid concern? If so, how do
we prevent it? | |

6. Should any one individual ever have the'power of Tife and death

over others?




.7.’

Winston Churchill said,“"Democracy is a very inefficient type

- of government, but it's the best we have got." Discuss *this

statement in terms of what'you have learned from Hitler's.rule

“of Germany..

Suggested Projects

Research thel"Niebe]ungenlied," the story of Siegfried the
ﬁytho]qgica] German hero, and try to discover why Adolf Hitler
was so drawn to this story.

Choose one of Richard Wagner's operas and discuss the theme
end pagentry. Research the coﬁposer's life and relate the man
to his work.

Make a detaf]ed study of Hitler's relationship to his mother,
her death and the inffuence on him of the Jewish physician who
attended her. \ T |

Research Winston Churchill's handling of Britain during the

crisis_yégrs with Adolf Hitler's héndiiﬁg.of Gérmany during a’

LY

similar period._ Compare the two men as world leaders.
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IV, The Third Reich S : N
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The Third Reich, Hitler boasted, would Jast a thousand years.

It.lasted twelve years and foir months. It raised the Gernan people
to he1ghts of power unparalleled in their h1story - on]y to plunge
them to the depth of destruction at the end of World War II ‘a war
intendea .to make them the master of Europe and eventually the world. B
To accomplish these goals Ado]f H1t1er and his accomplices assumed S
tota] power over 1nd1v1duals and all aspects of the1r 11ves "
On the even1ng of May 10, 1933, some four months after Hitler
became Chance]]or of Germany, there occurred fn Ber]nn a scene Wh1rh
had not been w1tnessed by the Western world since the late Middle
Ages. About midnight a torchlight parade of thousands of students
filed to a square opposite the University of Beriin. Torches were
put to & huge pile of books that.had been gathered’fhere,,books by
Jack Londdn, Uﬁfon Sinclair, A]bert-Einstein, H. G. Wells, Sigmund
Freud, Emil éqla,.Marcel_Proust, Stefan'Zweig and many others. The
book'burning began,"because these books act subversively on eur future
and strike at the root of.German thought," commented one of the students.
. Dr. Goebbels, the new Propaganda Minieter, proclaimed "a new era in
thth the German “soul could. aga1n express itself."
Dr. Goebpels controlled the newspapers. Every morning the ed1tors

of the Berlin daily newspapers and the correspondents of those published‘

elsewhere gathered in the Propaganda Ministry to be told what news to

8y
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. ‘ print and what to suppress. They were told how to write"the news,

what headlines to use, what campaign to call off or institute, and

what editoria]s were.desired for the-day.

| Dr. Bernhard Pust,.the Pruss1an M1n1ster of Sr1ence, Art and

Educat1on, boasted «in February 1933, that he had succeedéd overn1ght
‘ "1n liquidating the. schooT as an 1nst1tut1on of 1nte11ectua1 acro-

' bat1cs " Nhat_mattered accord1ng tQ him, was not stuffy Tearn1ng,
_ ErIes.

——

' but the youth movenents which produced healthy bodies +otaHy dedi-

/
cated to the state. ATl ‘teachers and: professors had to belong to a”

. Nazi Teachér Organization and take an oath “to be loyal and obedient

to Adolf HTtTer.", Textbooks were rewritten and curricula changed to

conform with the ideology of the Third Redch. Here, for example, is
\ 'a problem in a basic arithmetic text: "The Jews are aliens in Germany.
‘ In 1933 there were 66,066, 000 1nhab1tants in Germany _There were

499 682 Jews . What is ‘the percentage of a11ens7“

-

.xf\\ At age ten, after pass1ng tests in athTet1cs and Naz1f1ed h1story, .

a bOy graduated into the Jungvo]k (Young Folk). On entering the
organization he had to take the ~ . JWing oath:

\n the, presence of ‘this blood banner which represents
our Fuehrer, I swear to devote all my energies "and -

strengths to the saviour of our country Adolf Hitler.

I am w1]]1ng and ready to give up my T1fe for him, so
help" me God.

Even fa1ry\ta1es for the very young-uere revised for poTiticaT
purposes. The Na2< Teachers Gazette pub11sheo =uthor1zed vers1ons
of Sleep1ng Beauty and Little Snow White. For example,- Sleeping .

/ .
Beauty was represented\as Germany and the Prince who awakened her with

LN

RN

. \\
\

\,
\

a kiss, Ado]f Hitler.
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T
\

Qo : ' ‘ ’ \ _ :




Many large German industrialists gave financial support to
Hitler in the hope that he would save them from Communfsm. But after
H1t1er achieved power, he made it clear that pr1vate 1ndustry was tow»
be subserv1ent to the state. It was the small bu§1nessman,_however,;
-who suffered most dramat1ca11y This Outcnme was ironic because he,
;had given the Nazi"movement so much sﬁpport.. The Nazi .plan was to 'h
create large co]]ect1ve business organizations for the simple reason
that they were easier to contnhl

Under a central- Nazi agency ca]led the Food Estate the -farmers
were also organized. They were to]d what. and when to prdoduce, how
much_to'charge and nhere‘to market. They even were requ1red auth0r1-'
zation from the state to take ownership of farms they inherited.

’WOrkingmen were conSidered soldiers fnvthe services of the Nazf’
| eommunﬁty and were not‘expected-to think of their own material weffare.

”wages'were fixed with the approvaT of the state, and strikes were pno;

2

htbited Robert Ley, chief of the Labor Front, sa1d orwerly
sonTer rece1ved twenty pennies. For your workoas soldiers the Father—
landhdoes not attempt to pay you.- It doegkprov1de your nour1shment,

. c]othinguand physical we]]-bejng; 'Pretisely in;this sense youiarefa .
so]dier." Workers couid not:choose<or change employment; in fact,

they could not even decide to,be qnempleyed_sinee they were always
subject to laborvconSCnﬁption.; There were plenty‘of jobs and the
average hburly wage rose by;14%, ref]ecting the‘nar eeonomy. fhree '

. ; .
quarters \of the 1increase in national production wént into armaments,

©
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ho]d items. The state purchased the war mater1a1s as fast as they‘

.and only one quarter 1nto consumer goods, such as c]oth1ng and house-

AN

Y

were produced. After five years the German 1ncome tax went up to\47%

“"of earned income and eventua]Ty reached 70%. S

ro"‘

-~ . The" Strength-Through -Joy Movement was’ estab11shed and was
organized a]ong army 11nes under the control of the LabOr Front A11
recreational activities were 1ncorporated 1nto th1s organ1zat1on with
departments for cu]ture, sports and travel, all careE&:]y and r1g1d1y

controlled. Even sports were subJect to Dropaganda for the Nazis

v . -

exp]ained that "all sports organ1zat1ons must get instructions in

politics and party'phmlosophy. Non-po]itical sports, so called neutral

sport,iis unthinkable." s >

<

Everybody participated. One groupiof'Workers in'Ber]in-received

r

not1ces about an enJoyable, three-hour program presented by profess1ona1

'lart1sts ~ " The 1nv1tat1on carr1ed th1s sentence. ”It is the duty of

s

'every work1ng comrade to appear w1th his w1fe unless she 1s'actua11y

sick wh1ch must be proved by a doctor s cert1f1cate in advance if

-
-

possible." - .

Organized re]igious groups were~sp1it. The Nazi government -

-

estab11shed a s1ng]e Chr1°t1an Church to contro] and .unify a]] of o -

the Protestant congregat1ons. Over 700 Protestant m1n1sters who

.opposed th1s Naz1f1cat1on were 1mmed1ate1y placed under arrest Soon oo

" e

organ1zed oppos1t1on became pract1ca11y non-existent except for a few

héroig individuals such as Pastor Martin Niemoller and Dietrich

Bonhoeffer. . - .
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In 1933, Ado]f Hitler s1gned an agreement, or concordat, w1th

the Vatican guarantee1ng freedom oﬁbre11g1ous practvé, to Germany S -

- twenty million Catholics. This agreement was v1o]ated very qu1ck1y

’ The Teader of the Catho]1c Action was assass1nated and the Catholic

press suppressed., Pr)ests and nuns were arrested “in large numbers.

There was a specia} compound for Catholic priestsiat’Dachau'v

. concentration camp. :Father Georges Passeleg;'a Benedictine monk
_from Maredsous, Be]g1um, shared the f0110w1ng memor1ei'w1th a group’

.of students at Conard H1gh Schoo] «West Hartford Connect1cut

l
I was one .of severa] thousand priests at Dachau concen-

tration -camp .- . . for aiding Jews and werking with the
resistance movement. You ask me, what was the most

terrible experience in this camp’ It was all terrible.
But for me as a priest what happened on Christmas day in
1944 will stay in my memory forever. It was a.cold, wet
miserable cay. * The Germans had erected a huge Chr1stnas
tree in the’square outside our barracks. Early Christmas
morning . . .. instead of candles . . . they hung inmates
.from the branches s : .

£ was not however ~poss1b1e to abolish churches overnwght

A de]1berafe\effort was launched to wean fature generat1ons away from

Chrnst1an1ty/by constant propaganda in the schools and you+h activities.

A magaz1ne ’commented on the Go]den Ru]e in f§?9 -"Th1s fundamental
law of Chr1st1an1ty comp]etely contrad1cts our moral conscience, con-
tradicts above all the warr1or]1ke nature pecu]iar to our race."

Ch1ldren wer= taugnt to pray to H1tTer\ Grace befare mea‘s given to

| " poor ch11dren by the Na21 Welfare Committee ended with these words:

~"For th1s food, my Fuehrer, my thanks T render . . . Fuehrer,” my

Fuehrer, my faithgand my light.» Heil? my Fuehrer."



The ﬁazis set up speéial courts so that they could do exactly
-,_,yhat and whén'they.desiredﬁ These special courts adjudicated political
qgffenses for which no legal proof had to be offered. A person could
in fact be punished for a-cr{me that had not been a crime when it was
committed. The police were empowered to arrest, convict and punish
withoﬁt any fofm of trial. The Secret Police, called the Gestapo,
was specifical]y authorized "to uncover and combat téndencies and ae-
velopments harmful to the state and to tnhis end to fake é]] and ‘any
measures deemed necessary and expedient."? There was no check or control
over their work. Thousands of German citizens were arre§tea and never
‘seen again by their families. Minister Herman Goering pﬁt it succinctly:
“There can be only one concept of law, namely the oﬁe laid down by the
Fuehrer . . . The Taw and the will of the Fuehrer are one." )
Normally people vote tp make choiﬁes among parties, candidates/
or issues. The government ﬁnder Hitler removed all possibility of
choice. Al1 opposition parties were abolished and"any hint of oppo-
_-sition within the Nazi party was crushed. ?eople could vote "yes"
| . or "no" for the single party candidate being présented; They voted
99% "yes," for ft was dangérous to vote "no."

Terrorism and brutalify were instruments used to keep the popu-
'iation in line and to root out any opposition, but they were partfcu]arly
targeted ZQainst the Jews. Jews were first excluded from public office;

* then thej were prohibited from Taw, medicine and teaching %s we]]ﬁas
private employment, thus preventing most of them from’making a living.

In small townﬁ»they were unable to purcﬁase food or medicine. Above

— . //
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the doors of shops were signs "Jews Not Admitted," and always wherever
they went were signsfﬂ"dews Strictly Forbidden in This Town" or "Jews

Enter This Place at Their Own Risk." They were forced to wear special
1dent1f1cat1on, forbidden to marry non-Jews and phys1ca11y attacked

in the streets.

The anti-Semitic campaign caﬁe to a head on November 10, 1938
when the Ges;apo organized "spontaneous" anti-Jewish demonstrations
throughout Germany. Synagogues were razed. Shops end homes we}e
set on-fire; people were arrested and assassinated. This event has
come to be known as "Crystal N1ght," because of a]] the glass which
- was shattered The egjst.ng concentration camp at Buchenwald was
A filled to capacity. &hi]e those interned were beaten and tdrtured
loudsp akers repeated over and over, "Any Jew who wants to hang him-
selﬁc is asked to put a p1ece of paper in h1s mouth showing his ident-

1f1cat1on number .- . .

crn
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Suggested Questions for Discussion

Total power was practiced in Nazi Germany. From what you.have
read, what are the sfrengths and weaknesses of totalitarianism?
Thomas Jefferson wrote: "“The freedom and happiness of man are
the soie objects of all legitimate government." How would Adolf
Hitler react to this concept? How do you? Is it possible to
make everybody happy and free? _Is there not an.advantage to
belonging to a given community and not to have to make decisions?
How dften have you heard someone éay, "I have enough to worry
about!"

If you read something in the newspaper or hear it repeatedly

on tg?evision, do'you tend to beTieve it withqut question?

qu do we learn to'distinguishbfact from fiction?

Define "racia]hsuperiority." Is discrimination part of that .
.hotibn? Give examples of how the government,ok individuals

can handle the problem.

\

Give examples of scapegoating ih\;oday's society.

- 5] -
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Suggested Projects

Write an essay on "individual conscience," its importance or
lack thereof in a viable society. Include diverse éxamples

from history or fiction. (Pastor Niemoller, courageous clergy-
man; Huck Finn, popular Titerary figﬁre).

In Germzny as elsewhere there was undérgroynd reéi;tance to
Hitler's pciicies. Rescearch and write on these valiant efforts.
Examine the role of modern technology and mass media -in a total-
.itarian society. |

Compare the Naz: system of.education with those of the Soviets

and of the United States.

CH
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SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY
 PRINT

Allen, William Sheridan. Nazi Se12ure of Power: The Exper1ence of
- a Single German Town, 1930-1935. New York: Franklin, Watts, Inc. 1965.

AdoTf H1t1er was able to reach the pinnacle of power because
his followers were successful at the Towest level, at the base.
Interviews and contemporary records.

Arendt, Hannan. The Origins of Totalitarianism. New-York: Harcourt:-
Brace, 1951.

'
!

Attention to anti-Semitism as integral part of tota]itarianism.l

Burrell, David. Nazi Germany. Longman and Penquin Publications !
School Council Publications, 1972.

The materials selected are designed to explore such areas as: \

1. The character and importance of Hitler.
2. The relationship between Hitler and the national
Socialist movement.
3. The philosophy of Nazism and the relat1onsh1p between
' ideology and practice. =
4. The characteristics of the tota11tar1an state and the -
”11~mmas posed for the individual in such a state.

Conwéy, John S. The Nazi Persecution of the Churches, 1933-45.
New York: Basic Books, 1968. ~ ‘

Comprehensive and scholarly treatment of Nazi policy vis-a-vis
the German Protestant and Catholic churches and of their reaction.
Covers both persecution and compliance.

Dawidowicz, Lucy S. The War Against the Jews, 1933-45. New York:
Holt, Rinehart and Winston, Inc., 1975. Bantam 1976.

Fest, Joachim C. The Face of the Third Reich: Portraits of Nazi
Leadershig. "New York: Pantheon.,]970.

Forman, James. The Nazi Tra1tors New York: Farrar, Straus an'd
Giroux. 1968.

Novel of two half-brothers. One becomes a Nazi, the other hé]ps
their father who is a pastor in trying to save a dew1sh fr1end
Well written. v




P

Grunberger, Richard. Twelve Year Reich: A Social History of Nazi
Germany. 1933-1945. New York: Holt, Rinehart & Winston. 1972.

Narrative covéring edu-ation, sports, the arts, beauty, family
life, MNazi speech, humor, etc. ~Based on contemporary materials.

. Marn, Erika. The Lights Go Down. Farrar & Rinéhart. 1950 0P

The author paints a verbal portrait of a German town by telling
of nine of its residents and one stranger .passing through;
Middle-class people and the effect Nazism had on their lives.

Each episoce is written as a short $tory, but the factual documen-
tation of relevant historical facts is provided at the end of the
book. . . . - -
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NON-PRINT

Hitler's Executioners. 78 minutes/black and white

Utilizing official war records and newsreel clips,- this documentary

gives an on-the-spot picture report of the rise and fall of the Nazi -

war machine including the Nuremberg trials. )

Macmillan Audio Brandon, 34 MacQuesten Parkway south, Mt. Vernon, NY 10550.

Obedience. 45 minutes/black and white_

A documentary on the Milgram experiments at Yale which tested subjects'’
willingness to obey orders requiring them to inflict pain on others in
the fcim of a graduated series of electrical shocks. . The film raises

- the cisturbing possibility that every person is capable of carrying-out
even the most immoral of orders.

New York University Film Library.

The Anatomy of Nazism. 55 frames/color with captions.

Historic presentation of-social, cultural, economic and political

- workings of fascism in Hitler Germany. This filmstrip succeeds in
reflecting the general threat to democracy of all forms of total-.
itarianism. . ' ' T
Special.kits available. Anti-Defamation League, 823 United Nations
Plaza. - New York, N.Y. 10017. ' . '

The Hangman. 12 minutes/color

An animated parable based on a poem by Maurice Ogden. The people

of a town are condemned to being hung, one by one, by a mysterious

stranger who erects galiows in the town square. For each hanging,

the remaining townspeople, in their fear, indifference or prejudice .
‘find a rationale. Finally tha last survivor s readied For the. rope

and there is no one left to protest. Excellent for follow-up dis-

- cussion on responsibility, prejudice, non-involvement and human frailty.

Jewish Media Service, Brandeis University, Waltham, MA. 02154

Triumph of the Will. 120 minutes/black and white

An excellent study of propaganda. Film of the 1934 Nazi Party Rally
by Hitler's filmmaker, controversial Leni Riefenstahl. It received
the Reich National Film Award for 1934-35.

Museum of Modern Art. :



<~ V. The World That-~Djisappeared

_ The destrﬁcpioﬁ of Eastern European Jews brought to an end a
thbusand-year-old culture which was concentrate&'in small communities
called shtetls as-well as in ghettos in.fhezlarger cities. It was a
culture whose values and 1ife-style were defined in the 01d festament.
The language wés Yiddish, derived from the local German dialects spo-
ken.in the provinces of the Rhineland from which théy came bHefore
settling in Eastern Eurbpe. Children were treasured, and religioué
customs scrupulously observed. The customs, 1énguage ah& general
clannishness set the Jews apart from their non-Jewish neighbors, often
resulting in difficult times. But until the Nazi invasion of Poland
in 1939, this unique civilization f]ohrished in spite of the difficu]-
ties. | ‘.

Jews felt optimistic about.their future after:moving into Europe
during the siktéénth and seventeenth centuries. Fﬁrst‘of all, they
were welcomed. There was an increasing need:for workers and new
enterprises. A]thnﬁgh’Poland and the other Slavic countries were not
asip;osperous as Western Europe, their cit%es,were'drowing. Jews had
the security of wor and.food,Aand especially 6f 1iving peaceful?y_‘
with thgjr'neighbor§. Such security, after the haté and fear in the
West, drew more and more Jews eastward. Theré were hQndreds of

thousands in-Poland and Lithuania by_thg early part of the seventeenth

k3

century.-

- 56 - -



The shtetls continued to be the framework for small town Jewish
Tife until the early 1940's. Selman Waksman, the famous microbiolo-
gist and Nobel Prize winner, described his native town Novaia-Priluka,

"a shtetl in the Russian Ukraine, as:

. flat and surrcunded by wide, forestless acres.
In summer, the fields of wheat, rye and barley formed.
an endless sea. In winter, snow covered the ground,
and the frosted rivers carried the tye to the bound-
less horizon - . '

It was a small town. Very few of its inhabitants
obtained from 1ife more than a bleak existence, and
-even that required hard, continuous struggle . . .

since most of the townsfolk's resources went to fill
the coffers of the landlords, the Czar and his retinue,

and’ the police. :

: . Many of the houses in town were attached to one ahother;
in rows of fifteen or twenty . . .*

The houses were usually only partly furnished. Beds, tables, .
chairs and books were all that could be afforded. ‘Pictqres'and
statutes were out of the question; they were idolatrous according
to the Commandment: “Thou shalt not make unto thee any.graven
image or any likeness." Books were in every home,“qarefully pre-
served and handed down from father to son. |

Isaac Bashevis Singer, ¢ }ecent Nobel Prize winner for litera-.
ture, described the followin: in his autobiography:

. . . Father's study was embty except for books. In the
bedroom there were two bedsteads, and that-was all.  Mother
kept no food stocked in the pantry. She bought exactly

what she needed for one day, and no more, often because
there was no money . . .

*Meltzer, Milton. World of Our Fathers: the Jews 'of Eastern Europe.
New York: Dell PubTishing Co., Farrar, Strauss & Giroux, Inc. 1976.

pages 66-67
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The background of the thousands of New.York City Tower East Sid;
Jewish immigrants from Eastern Eurobe at the end of the ninéteenth
and'ear]y”twentieth_cen;ggx_ggthe'traced to the trades in the shtetls
one hundreé years ago. Fathers brought their sons to the neighboring
towns to apprentice them for three yea?é with a master weaver. The ’
,needle‘tfades o] thbroughly developed in New}York City during the past
century owe a sizeable debt to the thdUsaqu of East Eufqpean youth,
standing over the~ looms, wearing skull caps, from Sefore dawn to
Tong after dark. Piece goods were made, which iate; became dresses
-and kerchiefs. : |

Education, however, became the most, important segment of the
young bry's life. The phf]o;obher ﬁorris Cohen reéal]s attending
“cheder” six days a wéek, from-eight in the morning till after six

at night.

- . . Yiddish. This Was a great joy, especially when we
came to the narrative portions . . . These were my first
books as well as my introduction to history, and to this
day the Biblical stories have an tnexhaustible Tiveliness
for.me, as if I had actually Tived through them . . . .

I'was taught to tFansgzte the Bible into the varnacular

By the time a boy was ten or eleven years old he often
showed signs of a possible Talmudic scholar. He was then
sent to the highest -institution of learning, the rabbinical
academy called the Yeshiva, where the solving of Talmudic
questions. required insight, scholarship, imagination, mem-
ory, logic, wit, subtlety -- original solutions -- leading
to further guestions . . .* _ ‘

On Seﬁtember 1, 1939 the German armies invaded Poland. World
War II wés under way, as was the beginning .of the destruction of East

Edropean Jewry. As the German tfoops‘advanced, the-Einsatztruppen,

*Meltzer, Milton. World of Qur Fathers. pdQes 66-67
: x

<

,
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_a_paramilitary fbrce, followed, performing their terror and systematic-
savagery with staggering competence. Jews and’pther undesirables wece
cleaned out. Prominenf Jewish citizens were called out as villages
were taken so that they in turn might gatﬁer all the Jews for "re-
settlement." All were forced to 5urrendef theif valuables, and were
marched away to a pidce for execution. After digging their own deep
trenches, and surrendering their clothing. they were shot.

The East European Jewish culture.which had existed sfncg the

sixteenth centuvy was thus brought to an end.

]

(S )/
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'European‘gews as described. How wou]d_yoh react to their

Even thodgh the Jewish East Fyropean culture described is o

<

Suggested Questions for Discussion

Define the concept of stereotyping. Are we all : ' -

stereotyped?

'ImaQine you are brought face'to‘face Qith.a group of East

appearancé and life-style?

very d1fferent from our own,’ can you 1deqt1fy any thoughts-

-~ or feelings you might share with it?

1

Discuss being "difﬁerenf.f Is it an advantage or disadvantage?
Both? Neither? o | R

Give examples of'ethnic'jokes. DOzthese Jokes necessar1]y

lead to preJud1ce and stereotypes?

Is prejudice ever justified? : K
Explore in your own: words what the Amer1can Const1tut1on

has to say about “d1fferences" and "r1ghts u

R 4

@
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. .America was often referred to in the past as “"the melting

: cu]tura] retent1on’ Dd various ethnic traditions enrich .
PR - {

ISuggested Projects *~

~

-

pot." Do minorities -in. th1s country reta1n the1r ethrnic

character’ What is the effect of mass med1a -on ethnic

3

or-divide a co'munity"
Do a profile of a Western Europoan Jew1sh~commun1ty, the1r
assimilation, emanc1pat1on and consequent fate. Use

France, Germany or Italy for a model. Compare and contrast
with the Eastern European world. Y

.-

4Prof1]e the assimulation of- Jews, or B]acks or H1span1cs 1nto )

the Un1ted Stat or Canada.
e s



SELECTED BIBLIOGRAPHY -
PRINT

"Aleichem, Sholem. Adventures of Mottel. C0111er Books, 1961

A ser1es of stories about a Joung orphan's Tife in. Eastern
Europe and his emigration to~the* Un1ted States.

éassamrg Georgio. The Garden gﬁ the F1nz1-Cont1n1s; Antheneum. 1965.

A'story.of a Jewish-I‘a]ian fami]y-durihg the 1930's and 1940's.

- Howe, Irv1ng A Treasury of Y1dd1sh Stor1es New York::*Viking

Pfess 1954,

-

‘A co]]ect1on of short stor1e< “well wr1tten and po1gnant

Joffo, Joseph A Bag of Marb]es Bantam 1970

Kuznetso..uAf’ﬁnatoli.,'Babi Xar} * New York: Pocket Books. 1971.

" A document in ‘the- form of a novel. The author s account of the
Nazi massacre of the Jewish peop]e of K1ev in a ravine in Bab1 Yar.
Meltzer, ‘Miiton. World of Our Fathers New Yo
Co.s-Inc. 69744 — = NP

i o Dell Pub11sh1ng_

Exceptionally weilhwrjtten'aCCouht of‘d ish Hzfe 1n'Eastern
"Europe. Using eyewitness accounts the author ‘helps restore a
. world destroyed by the Nazis. dur1n WOrld War II. ‘

R1rhte:{ Hans Peter I_Has;There New\York: Del] ]372;

. Rosk1es, D1&ne and Roskies, David The -htetl Book Ne&'York.

Ktav Pub]1shfng house Inc., 1975.

An in- depth study of the Shtet] in Eastern Europe as 1t ex1sted
from the 15th Century to the.present. °It 1nc1udes legends,
songs, chants. and proverbs. . o

Singer, Isaac Bashevis. }gzyyfFather's Court-v:New York: Farrar,
. Straus & Giroux, 1966 T :

The author, a Nobel pr1ze winner, recal]s 1nc1dents from h1s
childhood in Warsaw, where his father was a Rabbi in a poor.
quarter of the city. It is amaz1ng]y written and a Joy te read*
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‘Stein, Joseph. Fiddler On The Roof. HNew York: Pocket Books. ' 1965.

" The warm and touching s-tory of Tevye the da‘irynian,-and his five
exasperating daughters. No matter what, he manages to keep his
wry sense of humor about himself, his family and his God.
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The Life That Disappeared. Vishniac, Roman. A Scholastic Humanities
Un1t 906 Sylvan Avenue, Englewood Cliffs, N.J. 07632

The 'sTides and sound track by Dr. Roman Vishniak, one of the world's
foremost photographers, constitute the last p1ctor1a1 records of a.
world which perished one year later. The Jews in pre-war Poland,
already victims of d1scr1m1nat1on were 1living in great poverty.
Nevertheless they retained their cu]tura] life. Their love of learn-
ing and their devotion to their children is obvious. This kit is A
MUST for anyone interested in the subject.

- / .
The Magician. 13 min./black and white

In th1s Polish-made a]]egory, a group of young boys walking along
the beach are attracted to a carnival shooting gallery. A military °
officer in the guise of -a magician entices them to use the rifles,
trains them to shoot do]]s, drills them in marching, and finally .
marches thsm off to war. Excellent vehicle to trigger discussion
on man's capacity to k111, and the question of obedience.
Distributor: Mass MeF1a Ministries, Ba]t1more Md. 21218.

The Martyr. 90 m1n/co]or o .

This feature length f1lm is based on the story of Dr. Janusz Korczak's
valiant efforts to help orphaned children 1n the Warsaw Ghetto. The
dramatic scenes are interspersed with authehtic black and white photo-
graphs and words from his diary. The story focusses on the events in
the Tives of a few individual children as well as on the daily struggles
of Korc¢ak, a Polish phys1c1an who cose to accompany his 200 orphans to .
their deaths Junior High and-High School audiences can relate to the
personal tragedies; and gain an understanding of. how human d1gn1ty was
maintained through small acts of kindness.

. Jewish Med1a Services, B{ande1s Un1verswty, Waltham, MA. 02154.

Resistance. F11mstr1p w1;h cassette and-study guide, 85 frames, .
18 min. ‘ ' -

- | - \ ,

\ A factual overview of the incidents of armed resistance by the Jewish

\ Ghetto fighters and part1sahs during the Nazi killing.of the Jews.

: This filmstrip uses detailed maps, pictures from the YIVQO collection
and songs. The kit includes an excellent discussion gufde as well as
good maps and transcripts ofisurvivors' reports.

D1str1butor vewish Educat1on Press, 426 W. 58th Street, NY 0019
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VI. Tne Final Solution

The code name assigned by the Nazi government to the annihil-
ation of the European Jews was "The Final Solution" -- "final"
meaning definitive, ;omplete adq ultimate. To accomplish this
goal the entire apparatus of the Germqn‘state-was emﬁ]oyéd. fndus-
fria]ist§, trained engineers, physicians, rai]roadvpersonnel, civil - -
servants -- all lent a hand. The trains transported the victims
from all cver Europe to the extermination center where, upon arrival,
they were selected to die in thg gas chambers or worked to death.

Of the millions who came only a few survived. ]

While serving a prison term in 1924 in the fortress of Landsbérg
in Germany, Adolf Hitler wrote his autobiography, Mein Kampf. In it
he set down the basic elements of his doctrine which he termed "foun-
dation stonés," valid "for all time," on which "The Final Solution®
was based. TheSe included hatred of the Jews, belief in the 1imited
intelligence of the mszses, and a conviction of racialuunity'ieading
to world domination. Of the Jews Hitler wrote, “Whenever you téied
.to attack one of these apostles (Jews), your hand c]psed on a jelly-
like slime which divided up and poured th;ough your fiﬁéers, and in
the next moment co]]etted again . . ." He likewise had a low opinion
ofuthe mésses for he stated that "the receptivity of the great masses

is very limited, their intelligence is small, but their power fcr

forgetting is enormous." Furthermore, he-felt that "effective prepaganda
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” must be Timited to a very few points and must be harked~gpon." ‘Thus
the emphasis on what came to be known as "The Big Lie." The idea of
racial unity Teading to world domination was expressed by Hitler as
"a state . . . which dedicates itself to the very best racial elements
. . must some day become lord of the earth . . ."
On October 4, 1943 Heinrich Himmler, Reichsfuehrer - SS, the

head of the most dreaded police force in all of Europe, addressed a
meeting of top SS officers in Pcznanf He talked of "One Reich, One
Blood, One Fuehrer" and the nobility of the SS and its purpose At
~that t1me the Germans were retreating in Russia, the Anglo-American
bombings were crippling the German war industry, and five million Jews
had already been put to death. Himmler told the group:

I also want to make reference to you in complete frankness

to a really grave matter. Among ourselves this once it shall

be uttered quite frankly; but in public we shall never speak

of it. I am speaking of the annihilation of the Jews. Most

of you know what it.means to see a hundred corpses lie side

by side, or five hundred or a thousand. To have kept your

1ntegr1ty is what has made us hard . . . In our history this

is an unwritten never-to-be-forgotten page of glory.

Late in 19437 chemist and an "Italian citizen of the Jewish race”

was arrested and transported to Auschwitz. Primo Levi's life was
spared because he was able to do some useful work for Hitler's Reich.

In his book, Survival in Auschwitz, he'destribed the rounding ub of

Jews in Italy and the journey north:

. And night came, and it was a night that one knew that
human eyes would not witness it and survive. Everyone felt
this: not one of the guards, neither Italian nor German,
had the courage to come and see what men do when they'know
that they have to die . . . All took Teave from 1ife in the
manner which suited them. Some praying, some deliberately
drunk, others lustfully intoxicated for the last time. But-

)
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the mothers stayed up to prepare the food for this journey
.with tender care. They washed their children and packed
their Tuggage, and at dawn the barbed wire_was full of chil-
drens' washing hung out in the wind to dry. Nor did they
forget the diapers, the toys, the cushions and the hundred
other small things, which mothers remember and the children

always need . . .

With the absurd precision to which we had later to accustom

ourselves, the Germans held the roll-call. "Wieviel Stueck?
(How many pieces?)" The corporal saluted smartly and replied
that there were six hundred and fifty "pieces," and that all

was in order . . . The train was waiting. Here we received
the first blows; and it was so new and senseless that we felt
no pain, neither in body or in spirit . .. . Good wagons

clused from the outside, with men, women and children pressed
together without pity, 1ike cheap merchandise, for a journey
*towards nothingness . . .

The train travelled slowly with long unnerving halts. Ce e -
We suffered from thirst and cold; at every ‘stop we clamoured
for water or even a handful of snow, but we were rarely heard;
the soldiers of the escort drove off everybody who tried to
approach the convoy . . .

Elie Wiesel, chairman of the President's Commission on the Nazi’
‘Holocaust, was deported with his family to Auschwitz when he was
still a >y of fourteen. "Later he was transferred to Buchenwald
where his‘parents and a younger sister died. The following excerpts
are from his book Night which describes some of his experiences:

. . .-We pressed against the windows. The convoy was moving
slowly . . .:Through the window we could sée barbed wire.
We had arrived. This was the camp . . .

And as ehe train stopped, we saw this time that flames were
gushing out of a tall chimney into the black sky . . . We
looked into the flames in the darkness. There was an abom-
‘minable odor floating in the air. Suddenly, our doors opened.
Some odd looking characters, dressed in striped shirts and
black trousers leapt into the wagon. They held electric
“torches and truncheons. They began to strike out right and
left shouting: - .

"Everybody get out. Everybody out of the wagon. Quickly."
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We jumped out . . . In front of us flames. In the air that . . °
smell of burning flesh . . . We had arrived - at Birkenau,
reception center for Auschwitz.

The cherished objects we had brought with us that far were
left behind in the train and with them, at last, our illu-
sions. o .
Every yard or so an SS man held his tommy gun trained on us. °
Hand-in-hand we followed the crowd . . . "Men to the left.
Women to the right." '

Eight words spoken quite indifferently, without emotion.
Eight short simple words. VYet that was the moment when I .
parted from my mother. I had not had time %o think, 'but
already I felt the pressure of my father's hand: we were
alone. For a part of a second I glimpsed my mother and my
sister moving to the right. Tzipora held mother's hand.
I saw them disappear into the distance; my mother was
stroking my sister's fair hair as though to protect her,
while.I walked on with my father and the o:ther men. And
I did not know that at that place at that moment, I was.
" parting from my mother and Tzipora forever. I went on
walking. My father held my hand . . .

Wiesel goes on to describe another traumatic experience as he
relates an execution ceremony in the concentration -camp:

One day, when we came back from work, we saw three gallows
rearing up in the assembly place, three black crows. Roll
call. SS.all around us. Machine guns trained: the tra-

-, ditional ceremony. Three victims in chains -- and one of
them, the Tittle ‘servant, the sadeyed angel.

* The SS seemed more preoccupied, more disturbed than usual.
To hang a young boy in front of thousands of spectators was
no light matter. The head of the camp read the verdict. -
' A1l eyes were on the child. He was lividly pale, almost
5 ) calm, biting his 1ips. The gallows threw its shadow over
him. ' : .

This time the Lagerkapo refused to aq} as executioner. Three
SS replaced him.

The three victims mounted together onto the chairs.

The three necks were placed at the same moment within the
nooses. o L




“Long Tive libertyf“ cried the two adults.
But the child was silent.
"Where is God? Where.is He?" someone behind me asked.

At a sign from the head of the camp, the three chairs tipped
over. .

Total silence threughout the camp. On the horizon, the sun
. was setting. ' _ "

"Bare your headsi* yel]éd'the head of the camp. . His voice
was raucous. We were weeping. - .

“Cover your heads!"

Then~the march past began. The two adults were no longer alive.
Their tongues hung swollen, blue-tinged. But the third rope
- was still moving: beii.g so light, the child was still alive. . .

For mére than half an hour he stzyed there, struggling between
Tife and 'death, dying in slow agony under our eyes. And we

-had to Took him full in the face. He was stil. alive when I
passed in- front of him. His tongue was still red, his eyes
were not yet glazed. o .

Behind me, I heard the same man asking: ‘“Where is God now?"

And I heard a voice within me answer him: "Where is He?
Here He is -- He is hanging here on this gallow . . ."

That night the soup tasted of corpses *

In his book, The Crime and- Punishment .of I. G. Farben, Joseph

Bofkin describes how Germany's great chemical combine joined the Nazi
slave Tabor programs by building a large industrial comp]éx at Auschwitz
for the production ~* synthetic rubber and oil.

When Adolf Hitler became chancellor of Germany, tne country

was a raw material pauper except for coal. Hitler did not
want to depend on foreign o0il wells and rubber plantations
and was determined to make Germany: self-sufficient. The

result was a marriage of necessity between I.G. and the Nazi
regime . . . I.G.'s embrace of the Nazi morality became more
passionate with each German victory . . . Drawn by the prospect

*Wiesel, Elfe. Night. New York: Hill and Wang. 1968. pages 70-71.
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of free and unlimited stave labor, I.G. constructed at
Auschwitz the Targest privately owned synthetic oil and
rubber factories in the world. The building of these
installations consumed more electric power than the city

of Berlin. It also consumed tens of thousands of Auschwitz
inmates who were gassed, hanged and worked to death.

‘he diet fed to the workers resulted in an average weight
loss for each individual of about six and a half to nine
pounds a week. Two physicians who studied the effect of

the I.G. diet on the inmates noticed that "the normally-
nourished prisoner at the plant could make up the deficiency
through his own body for a period of about *hree months . . .
After that it was a case of "gold teeth to the Reichsbanx,
hair for mattresses and fat for soap.“* '

'The'i;ohy of it aT] was that despite the investmen;.of almost ﬁine
million Reichsmarks and thousands of Tives, only a modest stream of
fuél and.not a single poqnd of syhthetic‘rubber WaS'EQer produced.

In the final tally I.G.:Ay§chwit2 was a miserable failure. '
Survival was a necessity and became an art. D?..Victor'g. Frankl;.
. .a psychiatrist, spenﬁ thfee griﬁ years at Auséhwitz. Because of the.
incredible suffering and degradation of those years, .he developed the
'theory ofAlogotherapyi a form of healing through finding meanigg}in

guffering. In his book Searth for Méaning}*he described how the pro-

cess worked:

-

- . . It had been a bad day . . . Many actions from then.on
would be regarded as sabotage and therefore punishable . . .
by hanging. Among these were crimes such as cutting small

- stripes from our old blankets in orfer to improvise ankle
supports.. A few days previcdusl a semi-starved prisoner
had been discovered and .some prisoners had recognized the
"burglar." ” Either the guilty man was to be given up or the
whole camp would starve for a day. Naturally the 2500 men
preferred to fast. ' ' -

" *Borclin, Joseph. Ihe Crime and Punishment of I.G. Farben, New York.
The Free-Press (Division of Macmillan Publishing Co., Inc.) 1978.

** Originally titled from Death-Camp ﬁg.Existentialism.
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Or the evening of this day of fasting we lay in our earthen

huts in a very Tow mood . . . The wardén asked me to say a

few words. God knows I was not in the mood . . . but encourage-
ment was. now more necessary than ever . . . I said (that)
whoever was still alive had reasons for hope . . . Whatever

-we had gone through, could still be an asset to us in the
future. And I quoted from Nietsche, "That which does not

ki1l me, makes me stronger." '

I also mentioned the past; all its joys, and how its Tight
shone even in the present darkness. Again I quoted a poet
' -- to avoid sounding 1ike & preacher, "What you have exper-
ienced, no. power on earth-can take from you." Not only our
experiences but all we have done, whatever great thoughts
we may have had, and all that we have suffared, all this is
not Tost; thought it is past; we have brought it into being.
. Having been is also a kind of being, and perhaps the surest
~ kind . . . In the certainty that the hupelessness of our
struggle did not detract for its dignity and meaning. [
said that someone looks down on each of us in difficult -.
hours -- a friend, a wife, somebody alive or dead -- or a
God -- and he would not expect us to disappoint him. He
would hope to find us suffering proudly -- not miserably
-~ knowing how to die . . .* ' '

Another writer, Terrence Des Pres, wrote The Survivor, a moving

account of “the art of survival in the camps:
Q7 .
. - . To new prisoners on their first night in Sachsenhausen,
a 'survivor spoke these words: ™I have not tcld you of our
experiences to harrow you, but to strengthen you . . . Now
you may decide if you are justified in despairing.”

Kl

‘*Frankl, Viktor. Man's Search for Meaning. Boston. Beacor Press. 1963.
pp. 128-132.

**Frankl, Viktor, E. from Death-Camp to Existentialism. Boston: Beacon
Press, 1959, pp. 80-83. , -
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Suggested Questions for Discussion
1. Can Yyou explain why thousands of people participated in the
.execution of the "Final Solution" - which meant death to every

Jew - if so many of the participants were highly educated and

o
-

responsible citizens? -

ry

2. Since the dawn of history attempfs have been ..ade to define
- "good" and "evil." Define "good" and Wévil.“ Give examp}es;
3. Are people inherently'good or evil? If, as psychclogists claim,

' we are some of each, how then do we protect ourselves from one

another? '

-
~

4. Hitler believed in Darwin's theory of "The Survival of the
Fittest." Discuss this theory ard relate it>td'the "Final

~ Solution.'

5. Could a "Final Solution® happen.égain" Under what c%rcumstancesb

might it occur? )

6. How.can ihdividuaf‘s intense desire to survive against threats
to their 1iVes, freedom, or safety jusf%fy fesfstance and rebel-
lion to thé point of killing otners? How could the Nazi concen-
tration camps have changed.the woral staﬁda}ds of.individuals,

°

both inmates and guards?

Qo
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Suggested Projects”

1. Resea%ch the medical ekperiments which were performed on inmates-
of co&centratjog camps. Was- there ghy justification for fhis
work? | Did anyt@iﬁg of value come_ffom these éxperiments? What"
is the%Hippocratic oath? How does it rélate to the questions
raised? i -

2. Research surviQors' testimonies. Describe the arf of survival
in the extermiﬁétion camps. |

3. Research testimony from thcse persons who ran the camps. What
kind of people were involved? What justification did they give?

4. Compare the Nazi system of concentration camps with the Soviets'

~Gulag Archipelago.
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"Ambu]anEe;'15’min/b1ackvand white

A group of children together with their teacher are slowly herded
into an isolated area. They are loaded into an ambulance where
they are entrapped and gassed. In sp1te of no rarratjon and dia-
- logue the film is still an overpower1ng dramatization about the ’
. . murder of innocert people.
. - Alden Films, Brooklyn, NY. 11214

Death of a Peasant 1C min. Jeolor . !

A YugosTav partisan,’ “eeing from a Nazi firing squad, realizes
"he cannot escape. Rather than be killed by his enemies, he de-
, cides to choose his own.manner of dying. The film explores the
r1ght to decide one's own fate, and emphasizes an individual's

o power to resist. An excellent stimulant for discussion. .
(/. Mass Media Ministries, Baltimore, MD. 21218. .
Denmark '43. 2 min./color ' o : - 'f\\.'

A present day Danish high school teacher [guides hic students
through a re-enactment on location of the courageous rescue of
Jews by-a member of a Danish f1sh1ng village during the Nazi
occupat1on. This excellent film is an effective vehicle to heip -
students discover the fear, the courage and the human $pirit that
dved the lives of fellow human” beings. "A single beam of hope -
Jof Tight in an otherwise dark continent."”
Jewish Media Service, Brandeis Un1vers1ty, wa]tham, MA. 02154
-§enoc1de. 16 mm, 52 min., Color, Thames Te]ev1s1on
Distributor: Anti- Defamat1on.League, New Haven

A doc mentary film that ‘tells the inhuman story nf Hitler's final
sotution," including interviews with survivors. From the "World
at War" series. Narrated by S1r Laurehce Qlivier.

The Holocaust. Fil mstr1ps, 2 ree]s AVNA, Box 9, P]easan;vw]]e,

N Y 10570 -

.\\ . i
Ree. 1 consists oY "what happened." Reel 2 of "how it came
about."
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Lest We Forget. 17 min./black ana white, 140 slides with two

cassettes.

The slides are a random selection of Holocaust photographs to

. provide visual materials, to relate personal stories of young-

sters during the Holocaust. The tales include the trauma of
a young boy trying to help his brother while on a train to
Auschwitz and a little girl being separated .from her father
while being herded down the street.

Distributor: Sue & Gerald Segelman, 916 Genesse Pk. Blvd.

Rochester, N. Y. v

/
Night and Fog. (Nuit et Brouillard) 16 mm, 31 min., color

The

Argos rilms. Distributor: Anti-Defamation League, New Haven

Powerful, devastating documentation of 1ife in the camps. Aud-

ience needs to .be prepared. Highly recommended.

Warsaw Ghetto. 51 min!/b]ack and white

This film, Ebmpiled from Nazi photographic records, shows the
<omplete story of the Warsaw Ghetto, from its creation in 1940
*- its destruction in 1943. The film, sometimes difficult to
view depicts the daily Tife, the struggle to. survive, the
smuggling. the collaboration by some, the special persecution
of religious .Jews, the deportations and the resistance.
Cistributor: Time-Life Multimedia, 100 Eisenhower Drive,
Paramus, New Jersey 07652 :
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VII. World Reaction

In general, the nat1ons of the wor]d 1ooked on somewhat pass1ve1y
wh11e Nazi Germany exterminated six m1111on Jews anferences were
he]d,and organizations were createdf but no effective action took
p]ece to save the victims. The United States,\jLst recovering from
the depths of a depression,'did not modify its immigration laws.
England in an attempt to placate the Arab wor]d‘Timited immigration
to Palestine; and some Baltic countries actually assisted the Nazis
in carrying out the “Fina] Solution. " chever, Dan1sh c1t1zens
demons rated that a nat1on could behave d1fferent1y With ass1si}nce
from Sweden which remaihed neutral dur1ng World War II Denmark
saved most of its Jewish popu]at1on

The behav1or of the Danish people toward their fe]]ow Jews -~ 1s
a tes?zment to man's capac1ty for heroic and humane behavior. 1In ."
some communities less than 10% of the Jews sought out:hy German po-
lice were:actually apprehended.b7This was due to the‘cooperatibn of
the Danish people with their triends and neighbors.

Six thousand Jews were_hidden~in Copenhagen .and its_vitinity
while & rescue mission was.set up by the Danes with Swedeﬁ An ex-
pedition of Dan1sh f1sh.ng boats secretly ferried the Jews tc Sweden.

To. . The organ1zers of the expedition were pr1vate
people who simply made themselves available for the
task at'a moment's notice. They-were doctors, school-
teachers, students, businessmen, taxi drivers, hcuse-

wives. None were professionals in a business like this.
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They faced considerable problems: To reach Sweden, the Jews
- had to cross the Sund, a stretch of water five to fifteen
miles in width. The organizers had to mobilize the Danish
fishing fleet to ferry the Jews to the opposite shore; they
had to see to it that the fishermen were paid; they had to
make sure that the Jews were moved undetected to the beaches
and loaded safely on the vessels. That was no mean trick . . .
transports left the Copenhagen area almost daily. Not a
single ship was sunk. . There were mishaps.. Some of the or-
ganizers were arrested,-a few were subjected to a rifle
fusillade, and one . . . was killed by German bullets when
a loading party was discovered. When the operation was over,
5,919 full Jews, 1,301 part-Jews and 686 non-Jews who were
married to Jews had been ferried across. Danish Jewry was
safe in Sweden.* :

Sweden, a neutral country throughout World War II, exerted her
in%luenpe to save Jews from Germany and German occupied nations.

- Once German intentions to exterminate the Jews became
clear Swedish officials generally uvsed all diplomatic means
available to help the victims . . . When the Jew$ of neigh-
boring MNorway @and Denmark were threatened with deportation
in 1942 and 1943 respectively, Sweden dquaranteed sanctuary
to all Jews who crossed their border and supported them in
Sweden . . . When deportations began in Hungary in 1944,

. the King of Sweden protested to the Regent of Hungary and
employed the prestige of the Swedish government . . .

If all the nations of the world had ému]ated'the behavior of -
Denmark and Swede-, possibly hundreds of thousands of Jews would

have been saved. o ‘

Ir order to maintaiﬁ Arab support, Britain issued its 1939 ‘hite
Paper 1imiting Jewish fmmigration intd_Pa]estine. Sherwin and Ament
described Sritish behavior toward the fleeing Jews:

{ While Britain eased barriers for Jews fleeing to the
United Kingdom, it raised them against Jews ficeing -
.to Palestine. And Palestine was the ration which had
absorbed more Jewish refugees between 1933 and 1939
than any other single nation regardless of size.:

*Hilberg, Raul, The Destruction of the European Jews. New York:

. Quadrangle/The New York Times Bcok Co., 198T. (Reprinted by per-
mission of Times Books, a division of Quadrangle/The New York Times
Book Co., ‘Inc.) - ' : »
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“Britain curtailed the legal and tried to suppress the
illegal emigration there in order to implement its 1939
White Paper which promised to preserve the existing
Arab-Jewish ethnic ratio there and pledged to give self-
government to its inhabitants in ten years, maintaining
the Arzb majority.* L

The Jews of Europe realized that in their greatest momernt of need,
they were weakly supported by the Western powers.
What could the United States u;vé done to save the lives of at
~. ) /
least some of the Jews who were being slaughtered by the haZis?
As previously stated, there was refysal by the national government
to modify its immigration laws primarily because of the critical
economic situation.  The United States was just getting out of the
depths of a horrible depressicn.. The State Department was firm in
its refusal to amend the immigraticn iaws to.meet a crisis involving
a variety of religious, ethnic and political refugees in Europe.
Feingold, ir. a concise and simp]e'hanner, is critical of the lack
of rescue efforts by the United States:
| On those occasions durfng the Holocaust years when mass
rescue appeared possible, it required of the nations a
a passionate commitment to save lives. Such a commitment
did not exist in the Roosevelt Administration,’ a]though
‘there were individuals who wanted to do mora.
Feingold continues to expiain that the good intentions of members
- of-the Roosevelt Administration were somewhat hampered by-fhe State .
Department.
The visa system became literally an adjunct ot Berlin's
murderous plan for the Jews. Tie quctas were underissued
’ until 1939 and after June, 1940 a skiliful playing on the
security fear resulted in an ever more drastic reducticn
of refugee immigrants.
*from Helen Fein, Soc}o-Political'Regponses during the Hclocaust, from

Encountering the Holocaust: An Interdisciplinary Survey, ed. B.L.
Sherwin and S.G. Ament. Impact Press, Chicago,. 1979.  page 94.
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.Theré were over one-half million Jews alive in Hungary at the
beginning of 1944. During the months of May and June, 1944, over
four hundred thousandhwere deported to Auschwitz for exterﬁiétion.
Repeated requests by the War Refugee Board to bomb Auschwitz wgfe
rejected by the United States. Assistant Secretary of War John
McCloy's response to a request to bomb the rail lines leading to
Auschwitz stated that: -

The War Department is of the opinica that the suggested
air operation i3 impracticable. It could be executed

only by the diversion of considers-le air support essen-
tial to the success of our forces . . . and would in any
case be, of such doubtful efficacy that it would nct: amount
co & practical project.

Raul WaTlenberg, a Swedish diplomat, entered Budapest, Hungary

in July, 1944. He demonstrated man's finest virtues as_he worked

i tirelessly, risking his life to save Jews. Wallenberg, a wealthy’,
sophisticatqﬂlChristian, who prior to entéring Hunbary had:had little

contact with Jews, had the right instincts. He :could not stand by

v

passively. Wallenberg's activities in Budapest are described as '
_ fcllows: <<\”

Wallenber1 arrived .n Budapest early in July. The Swedish
minister, Carl Ivan Danielsson, had already begun the rescue
effort by issuing six hundred provisional passports to Jews
- who had personal or commercial ties to Sweden. Wallenberg
expanded this scheme radically. He printed a protective pass-
port of his own elaborate design, complete with official seals
: and the triple-crown insignia of Sweden. It stated that the
- .bezrer awaited emigration to Sweden and, until departure, en-
-joyed the protection of that dcvernmznt. Wallenberg persuaded
the Hungarian authorities to respect five thousand of these
homemade passports. '
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Working around the clock, he built a city-wide relief
organization, establishing hospitals, nurseries and
soup kitchens. He employed four hundred Jews to staff

- these institutions. With funds replenished by the
Joint Dist~ibution Committee Wallenberg purchased food,
clothing and medicine. He dropped the requirerent that
the Jews have some direct cornection with Sweden and
distributed.an additional five thousand protective pass-
‘ports. Neither the Germans nor their Hungarian ally -
wished to antagonize the neutral Swedes, and although
Wallenberg was continually threatened, no direct action.
was taken against him. _
In January, 1945, Wallenberg promised not to return to
Sweden until the property of the Jews in Hungarv, a
country Tiberated from the Nazi's by the Russians, ‘was
restored to them. He has not been seen or heard from
since meeting with the Russian General Malinovsky at
that time.* '

Wallenberg was only angéxample of the many'non-dews‘throﬁghout
Europe who acted to save Jews from confinued persecution. They
risked their lives and the 1fve;:of-théir families to save Jews.
They‘represented al'l walks of ]ifg}- profesﬁiona]s, workers, farmers
and clergy; They have been honbréé by a memorial a}ea just outside

of Jerusalem, called the Avenue of the Just. This touching, inspir-

~ational scene 'is & - :junct to the tribute to the six million Jews

~ killed in the Holoc-..t as presented at Yad V'Shif.

°

*Morse, Arthur D. While Six Million Died. New York: Random House.
1968. pages 363-364 (Reprinted by perm*ssion of International:
Creative Management, New York).
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Suggesteq Questions for Discﬁssion

From 1933-1940, Germany was willing to allow Jewish emigration.

- Econromic condit-ons in the United States were é factor in dis-

couraging a chang2 in immigration laws which would have\faci]i-
fated the acceptance of Jewish refugees. In your opinion;mwére,
immigration? |

In 1944, thé Hungarian Jews were being deported to Auschwitz.
Requests were made to the United Sté%es and England to bomb

the Auschwitz killing facilities. These requests were ~epeatedly
refused on the g;ounds of military briorities. Do you feel the - -

decision not to bomb Auschwitz was a reasonable one?

“In 1939, England issued a White Paper which severély restricted

Jewish immigration into Palestine. This action was taken to

ensure Arab support in the =vent of war with Germany. Palestine

'represented the only major refuge for European Jews. Was England's
action to limit immigration to Palestine a wise decisiph?

If it were anticipated that a massive influx of refugees into

Connecticut would affect your standdard of 1living, hcw would you

react? Why?

*What personal qualities enabled irdividuals to risk their lives?
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Suggested Projeéts T

Identify the-sigaf%fﬁéﬁ;;;écggggi;hi;;faffected Jewish survivai.
~in-Nazi occupied mations. -
What were the factors which motivated and enaS]ed Denmark

to save its Jews?

._.Cqmparg_the reactions of Winston,Churchill,_Frank]in De]anb
Rooseveit and King Christian of Denmark to ihe plight of

European Jews. - . | |

Compare the :cacticns of the world's né;ions to the mass.killings
in Cambodia, Laos and_Afghanistan With their reactions to the

-~

Holocaust.

(o
(N
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. VIII. Aftermath /

Tﬁe concentration camps were liberated at the end of the war:
One-fhird of ‘the world's Jews- had been exterminated. Trousands of
ré?déees poured into the Allied zones in Germany seeking help from

" the viétorious Western allies. Some provisions were made to-provide
a new 1ffe for the'refﬁgees, but- the doors of many of the world's
countries were closed to them. Thousands of Jewish-survivors found'

themselves homeless and helpless.

"Raul Hilberg in The Destruction of the European Jews described

their plight: _
Up to May 8, 1945, the Jewish masses could not be rescued from
catastrophe; now the survivors-had to be saved from its conse-
quences . . . some tens of thousands of Jews clustered around

 the liberated concentration camps: Bergen-Belsen in the British

N zone, the\Dachau complex i1 the American zone, Mauthausen in
Austr1a "Yhousands of the worst cases among the camp survivors .
were taxen to hospi’ s in Germany, Switzerland, and Sweden;
other thousands be -0 trek back to Hungary and Poland in
search of lost fami.ies. To the south and east the hroken
Jewish remnant communities formed a belt ¢/ restlessness, extend-
ing from the Balkans.through-Poland to the depths of Russia . .
Many were dispersed, most were destitute, and all were insecure. *

The vast majority of the Jews, nowever, had hgaplace‘to:return
to pecause of the destruction in the war zoneS; They were forced to

remain in the camps.

The camps were overcrowded and some lacked the basié facilities
for heat1ng, cooking and wash1ng Privacy for those fam111es who werez .

st111 intact cou]d be ach1eved only by stringing blankets across ropes

Y
e

to create part1t1ons. Food and clothing were rat1oned. C

*H11berg, Raul. The Destruction of the European Jews. New York™ . -.
Quadrangel/The New York Times Book ”0 -5 1961. (Reprinted by permigsion

- of Times, Boiff)//’ ‘ o
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It was not until the estab11shment of the State of Israe] that

the ol jam of Jew1sh d1sp1aced persons (DPs) was broken One hundred
forty-two thousard Jewisn Drs had found homes in' Israel grior to its
establishment &s a nation. This was. a number)greater-than the total
that found homeswin the United States, -Canada Be]gium'and'France.

Jewish communa] Tlife had been destroxed in Eastern Europe "In

the 1mmed1a1.° postwar years the pr1nc1pa1 Amer1can Jew1sh re11ef or-

ganization . . . gave aid to more than 300, 000 Jews in Romania and |

Hungary'alone." D1sease starvation, deportat1on and death was

commonplace.

Jew1sh life in the Soviet Union after World War II was. déscr1bed

by Howard Sachar. He stated that " . - oppress1c str_pped Jews

of the basic rights of 11ngu1st1c and cultural se]f—express1on in
schoo]s, theatres, and newspapers and Journals--trad1t1ona11y accorded
other national .groups 1n the Commun1st emp1re " While other Soviet

religious connmn1t1es,,pr1nc1pa11y the Orthodox, the Baptists dnd the

e
/
Moslems, enjoyed the pr1V11ege of ma1nta1n1ng ties w1th core11g1on1sts

r .

abroad, the Jews did not.
-On May 15, 1948, the State of Israel was, established¢. In the next

~

eighteen months 340,000 Jews‘arrived in Israel by ships of ail kind,

by plane,: and in some 1nstances by~ c]andest*ne ]and routes.

v

~ Golda Mezer who later was dest1ned to become Pr1me M1n1st 'r of

IsraeT descr1bed her react1ons to the- creat1on of Israel

~



. .. . : —~
. My eyes filled with tears and my hands shcok.* We had duie its
We had brought the Jewish state into exiStence. Tiie long exile”

. - was over. - From this day on, we weuld no longer live on suffer-
.~ . _.ance in the land of our forefathers Now we were a nation like.,
_other nations, masters - for the first time in twenty. centuries

- .- of our owh destiny. .The dream-had come true -_too late to.,

Z"_ savé those who had perished i the Holocaust but not too late™
- for the generations to comel . BRI

IR .' More than th1rty years after the estab]1shnent4of the State . oF

3 L4

Israe] the® memory of the events .of World War 1I remains strong among
- ':, . the survivors of the concentration.camps. They and;thear descendants

quest1on the Just1ce ot the situation wh1ch has al]owed thousands of

—

.

men and women who perpetuated the “Final: o]ut1on to rema1n unpunlshed

They: ma1nta1n that many former Naz1 "cr.n1na1s" are 11v1ng in the United
[ -
States and that many have assumed : other 1dent1t1es The survivors raise

® .

these’ quest1ons. o 4 : | , }' ’

{ 7+. .\ How could the nation that fostered the idea ‘of the .

{ Nuremberg trials for ‘crime¥ against human1ty become a haven
+ for many of the" persons responsto]e for those crimes? How ,
could so many Nazi war criminais continue to live here despite
_ : . years cof pressure by individuals and -grour- on the American

.- .o - government ‘to take action aga1nst them’

¥
)

_ Wh11e the search for the Naz1 cr1mJna7s cont1nues in the Un1teo

IR o States and throughout the rest of the wor]d the effect of the H&ﬁo-

“(.‘-‘ -

&
e taust‘on the chwldren of the survivors 1s rece1v1ng cons1derab1e

Y

! attengwon a Onoan1zat1ons have been created to meet the soc1a] and

I4 -

psychqlog1ca1 1eeds of the ch11dren of the HoJocaust Surv1vors

N e '
Ty The April 21, 1980 1SSue df Time nagaz1ne descr1bed the Trauma

\ Goes On-{pages 70 -71): N . L <

. —t— . " > . o/ 1

" . . there is a grow1ng .gense. that the ch1|dren - now . .

v o . 1ost1y young adults in. their 20s dy early 30s - are beg1n- o
= " - . ning-to show some of the sare emotional scars as the1r T

. : o parents - - /-

. 4 o . ' . ' -
/ .
. . ; )
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s T Children- pick up from parents a sense of danger, distrust
’ and the fragility of life. The parents tend to view the
_ very existence of their offspring as a final triumph over
. “Hitler and anti-semitism. . But fotr the child, it can mean
an overwhelming pressure to compensate for dead reiatives

‘ and justify the parents' lives. . . . survivors' childre
. - were frequently overwhe]nfed by anxiety when facing some
: less-than- vital decisions, such as choosing a college or | -

leaving home to move into ‘an apartment of their own . . ..
as a fear of separating- from-parents;-in the canps, separ-
at1on was usua]]y firal and meant death.*

Iu November,]945, in a precedent sett1ng actwpn, twenty-two.major
e l[i“ German war criminals and three criminal organizations were brought‘to
i trial befcre the International Military Tribunal.in Nuremberg, Germany.
) _’.‘%} Included among the accused were poYitice1; miiitaryaend economic‘heads
of the Nazi regime, such as Hermanu Goerfng, ﬁudo]f Hess, Hjéjmar échacht
. - end Joachim von Ribbentrog. The defendants.cuusisted of mempers of the
T _ / SS (Schutzstaffel),;uf_the,Germah army and n ?y{ top eche]onjindustrt- /
alists and members.of the medical-profession-;JUnfortunateiy, many /
war crimihals were‘uever tried, and mauy who hid been cunvicted were
granted pardons.

_The Naiﬂ leaders were charged“W‘th three kinds of crimes:

! 1) Crimes Against Peace: the p}ann1ng, preparat1on, 1n1t1at1ng,

—

‘or wag1na of wars of aggress1on,

2) War Cr1mes ‘ v1o1at1ons of the laws or customs of war, inciuding

o - the murder, i1i-treatment, and deoortat’on to siave labor of
4 l
' ‘ c1v111an poou]at1ons of occup ied terr1tor1=s, ‘and the murder

and"]I-treatment of or1'ouers of war, and

hd P
T —_— - : / N Lo

oL *Repr1nted oy permission from T=me Tre Weekly News magzzine; Copyright
- ) Time, Inc. 1980. o

> " . .




3) Crimes Against Humanity: the murder, extermination, enslave-

ment, deportation, and other inhumane treatment of civilian
pdpu]ations before andvdurfng the war; persecutions_on pbiitica],
racial, or re]iéious grounds in execution of and in connection
with any crime within the jurisdiction of the Tribunal.

On October 1, 1946, the Cdurt sentenced twelve to hang, and seven
to prisén terms of.varying ]engths.( Three of the defendants were
acquitted. -

The Nuremberg tr1als marked a new departure 1n international Taw
a]though trials of war" cr1m1na1s were noth1ng new. However, a pre-
cedent was set in bringing the 1eaders of a government to trial. Never
before had an international court held any government responsible for
ite tre;tment of its own c1t1zens and ‘the: c1t1zens of other countries.

- Twelve add1t1ona1 trials, known as the subsequent Nuremberg pro-.
ceedings, were conducted-in the Amer1can Zone of Occupation in Germany .
between'1946 and 1949. One hundred eighty-five individuals, leaders

in the destructive process, were tried. Among them were medica1 doctors,
Jjudges, government.officials, industrialists and military officers.

When the judgments were rendered in the twelve trials, thirty-five
defendants were declared not guilty, ninety-seven received prisgn zerms
_ranging from time served to twenty-five years, twenty were imprisoned
Afor Tife, and twenty-five were condemned to .death. The Allied prc =

cution had scored a major success considering the difficulties fz -3

the accusers in proving gu’lt.
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The gefendanT= had \ggneraﬂy claimed that -y Ziz—-wot know that- .
Jews as a class wee== being exterininated, and th=—tz=« =seres obeying ’
" orders from their =iperiors. They claimed some - Tm= - -imes committed
by the AlTtes were=similar. It is believed that tm rswchological
effect of <his poim= saved the Tives of Admirals mer=— and Reeder.
After al” . the Umited States and Great Britain nac =ge: mnrest—icted

submarine: warfare tco.

‘ ' A fumsasmental :sue used by the defense w= tir— —mest “wrsm=nces
the defende=== couim rightiy-c=aim they had i sme ‘=7 own u-devs

and decrees - . . ~3exce tc -r‘—__-?'.‘er"s orders. “We tr-Vdmr=l’s Dnst oM
]

was that the —rue test «&@s nc.. e existence £f ¢  .+@—  sus raver

whether the oppor—ar 5 . »=x] choice existec = arumments
concerning order: rO _.=atr s .cricrs did not ¢Rw . : defendants.
Additioma’ -=&ls .- lazi: ama their col abeorat™r. w~ere held in

POTr’aﬂ'd,-szﬁkfé, rangary —he Netherlanc=. Peme=x, Belgium,
Norway, Francz, —=¢ S¢r.ct Jnic—, Austria, East «maary and Hest
Germany. _ R ‘

. A§ soon as the sghse=uent Nuremberg proceedimzms @2ed, the sentence
redi—tion process mwme=-ses.  Sentence reductions &re ‘mplemented bx
Gener=1 Lucius J. Tlaw, che military governor of T __=.. Zone of Gar-
many. and by = specid. < nency board ;from the Uniter Sx:a.tés. 'i’he
bc;art:. which ==gan = werk in April, 1950, felt "bomd™ by the facts

in the judgments. <& de ense was s.ﬂowed, howéver., - introduce_ "new

=92 - -

Co

. o




X

evidence” and to presént ol arguments. The -~oard cowuld ther recommend
a2 downrigmnc révisior: of jnd:i-.ﬁc?nai sentenas" = the asis o-Fthe newly
acquired =estimony or urge Tha= vériations ‘m sentences for zfmilar
oFrenses e resolved in fawor of the most zeniem: treatment. Comfine-
ment befor= and during the tr"ra]; was comsiciered and the <ime _redited
to prisone=s for "good behavior" was incr=s=s mm Fwe o == days
per menth. The result was that sentences wer= -=du~ed 3w mor®e than

L}

third.

e 8

The wer was over. The Soviet Union was a torezr = k=stevn Esrupe
and the frtewests of the United States. It was z Time=p forget amd
d tc oin *arcas against the'Communist' ‘fmfeat. “Tor Zomiss iower Mcf:loy

came under c::nsiderab]e,pres'surel to aéca:t the recameendatiors gf the

¢ »mecy hoard-and in some instances to even go beyonc them. Wit
ciFicuizr” he commuted several more deéth semt=mrss @t his ow. Al
tr= convi—ted industrialists were freed, and as on= =7 Tthem walked aut
oT ijail, & was heard to remark: "Now that.thsy hawes {orea on their
hanes, tres Americans are a lot more friendly."

With == capture énd subsequent tria] "of Adol1f Ziztmeinn Dy Isrz=l
in 1960 = nmoticeable change occurred in the punishment g€ ‘ormer Nazis.
The search Sor Nazi criminals was intensified and in Germams e “=
other comem-ies, triais were renewed against a number ©T NazTs who had
long ceased to be under j'nvestigation. The possibl ities ot Mesis ex-
ploiting the rights of asylum in other countries diminishedc. ™hese
was an increased awareness that the crim., of the Nazis mus= nz= pe

forgotter =zmd that the criminals must be punished if the sg=te~ 5T
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the Hoﬁccans‘ w&s ever I be put to rest.

In recest years inciments of genocide have continued to occur

throughout the world - im Latir America, in Africa and in Asia.

Recent act>vities i San Salvador and Haiti, so close to the United

States, have shocked humanity.
Tre following excerpts froh an article wﬁich appeard in Newsweek
magazine, July 2, 1973, describe events whiczh occurred in Burundi, in

the early 1970s.

In terms of sheer bruta11ty, few events -in post-World War II
history can equal the massacre that took place last year in
the beautiful cemtral African republic of Burundi. At that
time, itembers of the Behutu tribe, which makes up ‘85 percent
of the country's population, rose up against the towering
Watutsi overlords who have dominated them for centuries. The
insurrection failed, and the "Tutsi" government of Col. Michael
Micombers éx=cted-a fr1ghtfu1 vengence - slaughtering up to
250,000 "Hut=" men, - wogen, and children.

The Tutsi gowernment appeared to be selective in 115 campaign

of murder, killing only the educated or influential Hutus.

Madman or rot, Micombers is shedd1ng the Blood of thousdnds

of innocent people. And once again, the intersational commun<

ity - including the. mjor powers, the United Nations-and the

Organization of African States - appears to bz he]p?ess or
R even 1nd1fferent to the tragedy of the-hatue. N

For approx1mate1y a decade Idi Amin Dada ruled 'ganda.in a dicta-

torial, oppressive and sadistic manner. He directed‘tne extermination
of thousands of his fellow coUntrymeﬁ.. Thomas Malady, Presidenﬁ of
Sacred Heart'University, Bridgeport, Cennecticut, and fofhef u.s.
Ambassador to Uganda, described world reaction as foi]pwsz_,

. . . As the world media began to report Amin'c bratality in
1972, there was growing discussion of his tyranny. . No country
took any real action even to indicate its d1sp1easure until

1973, when the United States closed its diplomatic mission there.

.

*Reprinted by permission of Newsweek, Inc. New York.
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‘ The British followed the U.S. example in 1976 . . . There.
were 2 few voices that spoke against him tm the world scene
~and they included African leaders like JulZus Nyerere of
Tanzania, Seretse Khama of Botswana, and k=mmeth Kaunda of
Zambia. President Ford in 1975_and Presidemt Carter in
1977 assailed repeatedly Amin's record. But the neighboring
-African countries and the Western world took no real concrete

- ‘action to stop .the ma551ve violations oT numan rights in

Uganda.

[

When, on April 17, 1975, the Khmer Rouge marched into Phnom Penh,
Cambodia had a population of approximate]y eight million -people. Five

- years later Cambodia had an estimated .population of less thzn five mil-

Y

Tion. The sensel==s destruction and wholesale executions described in
the following .quotation are reminiscent of Germany under the Nazis; Pol

Pot exhibited the same fanaticism that possessed Adol1f Hitler duriny.

Q

his most 1rrat1ona1 moments. - )

s -

It is the empt1ne5: of Cambodia that staggers arriving relief
workers . . . Even dogs are absent from the streets of evacu-
ated. c1t1es. Pol Pot ordered them killed to silence telltale
barking astpolitical undesirables were led away to torture in
the night . . . It seems the fullest fury of PoT Pot's s1ckened
mind was d1rected at Cambodians most 1ike himself. Privileged
with a Parisian education and a career in journalism after his

- ' return. to the Orient in 1953, he all but decreed literacy a
crwme and Western ways a proof of corruption. Pol Pot executed -
as much as 90 percent of the Cambodian professional class . . .
Universities and 11brar1es, even hospitals were sacked in cele=
bration of mindlessness and peasant homogeneity. Buddhist
temples.were desecrated while prison populations were put to
work turn1ng out busts*of Pol Pot . . .*

On a positive note, the United States, France-and Australia and
a number of othér nations have rezently launched a considerable effort

to provide food, medical care and sanctuary for tne Cambodian survivors.

*Cambodia Rakes the Ashes of Her Ruin. Marck, ]950 issue of Life(c)
_ 1980 Time, Inc.  All rights reserved. :
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Suggested Questnms for Sscus=iT

1. The war had ended and thousndt 7 dews Ssogsaered that they
were not we]c_onie in their mmelands. “megme: wsz zre a citizen
of a war-de\}astated nation. “xpress smor ——=—e= Sor rejacti ng
ret\nrning Jews and your rez=smes for accsprow - tEm. _

2. Former Nazi's escaped to the Umited States mewdic they manage:
to enter the United States? row car you r=:- aalize thei r accept-
ance into our country?

3. Would the people of the Unite= Stamees, ymeer ssaveré economic
cnnditions. b.e'capable of imp==mentimg FenocTu= against Jts
nrmor"ty popu]atwons"‘ . o

4., At the Nuremberg Trials, a com@on defense arcmment was that the
accused Naz1s had ‘acted ‘under m‘deft.. Under wmat circumstances
do you. feel th1s would bea@ﬂd aerase?  neer what circum-
: stances wou]d it be invali&
5. Wmt factors may prevent cirms fram speaking out aga1nst
injustices perpetrated in =~:. " midst? _ ,
~-6.--To-what-extent -are-prejudi==ame=—bimutry tolerated in our country?
7. When the q'ue’s'tion of trials e -war-crimimals arose at ‘the end of’
World War II, it was argued the=-'such trials would set a dangero.xs )
precedent in world affa1rs. Exgf==in why you defend/reJect this:
; argument . '. | '

8. What e]ements or cond1t10ns exist = man_y of the Third wor]d nat1on‘s ‘

that enab]e leaders like Idi Awmin to come to power?
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| Suggested Projects ) .

Identify the — J:mbn c_;onditions which tewe existed in —mrtries
where genocie= was perpetratéd.
P}0ve or disprove that genociie & “=EOEme an unwriti=T meees o?,
controlling civerse populations.
Contrast worid réaction at the™=r < t@e Armenian Genc-ie=,
“he Holocaust, the Biafran trages., 2 d the Cambdgian atn:cfties.--
Compare the sTatus of the Ameri=zn Im_iams at the close ==he
so-called. "Incian Wars" with tk=T of —me European Jews @ <he
end of Worid War II. . | |
Provide evidemze to support or refute +he following ste =ment:
' The Nuremberg trials accom==shed Their intent of _bringing
_ war crimimals tg justice am= serving as a deterrem= o the
__perpetration of crimes ageZest humemity.

Research the motivation behind—=he reduction and/orlconmutation-‘

~ of sentences of those convicted at Nuremberg.

Examine reasums for the United States refusal to approve the

-

Genocide Convention.
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~ IX.- Cohclusion

./':

) A study of "man's inhumanity to man" leads us to realize that -
horreﬁdous events can océur if we do ;ot continuai]y‘work hard to
~préserve-our_freedoms; RSEpec; and concern for other individuals |

: énd:peque doesn't jdst happen. We mustAcontihually strive to
maintain and imprqye hea]thy, constructive human.relations. Pré- ’
judice and bias can be ajsastrous, and must be continua]iy_countere
acted. | ‘

1. How can individua]s do tﬁeir utmost‘to 1e§éeq‘bias and
pre3ud1ce? . | - ’

é. How can eacb member of a democratic soc1ety do his part to
assurg that equal rights and opportunity be ava1]ab1e‘§p_¢]1?

3. How should we handle such groups as the Ku Klux Klén? o

. 4. What should cur n%t%oha] government do to assurefiﬁat the

full rights o% every individua1 are mairtéiﬁed and protected?
5. What shou]d be the role of the Un1ted Nations 1; promot1ng
_ f- . equal r1ghts among the various cu]tures nations, .races

-

and religions? T
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-

Estimated Number ot Jm Kllled In m Flnal Scluﬂon

k. ESTIMATED ESTIMATED JEWISH .- . ESTIMATED  ° ESTIMATED JEWISH
_ PRE-FINAL' POPULATION ANNHILATED | . . PRE-FINAL - pOPULATION ANNIHILATED
. SOLUTION . " SOLUTION - : -
COUNTRY POPULATION Numbér  Percent COUNTRY _ POPULATION |, - ' Number Percent
Poland 3300000 ° 3000000 99 Yugoslavia - . 43,000 26000 = 60
- Baltic countries 253,000 T- 228000 90 -] Rumenia, 600,000. © 300000 50 -
Germany/Austria . 240,000 210,000 90 .| Norway . - 1,800 - . " 900 S50
Bohemia/Moravia 90,000 ' 80.000 89~ France: - , —--—-350,000 90,000 28 *
Slovakia SC,000 - : 75,000 . 83 Bulgaria _ © 84,000 . 14,000 22
Greece 70,000 54,000 77 italy " . 49,000 , 8.000  .-20
The Netherlands 140.000 105.000 75 Luxembourg .. 5000 . 1,000 20 )
Hungary . - 650,000 450000 70 - | Russia(RSFSR)* 975000 =~ _ 107000 11 ..~
SSR White Russia  375.000 245,000 65 Denmark 8,000 T - — R
. SSR Ukraine* 1,500,006 © 900,000 60 Finlacd . __ 2000 * , - - )
Beigium 65,000 40000 . 60 Total 8,861,800 soo, P 5933900 & - -
Q *The Germans did not occupy all the wmoryofmu.npubluc. , ~ Hill,and Wang, Pub'l 1sher< R
ERIC.- . . - & | .-_--103- 1”8 New York. ... R
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'Organizations that may be contacted for lists of resource materials

v

Anti-Defamation League of B'nai B'rith
Malcolm Webber, Executive Director -
1162 Chapel Street

New Haven, Connecticut

ADL of B'nai B'rith .

Canter for Studies on the Holocaust
823 United Nations Plaza

New York, New York 10017

Armenian National Committee
212 Stuart Street N

. Boston,. Massachusatts 02116

Jewish Media Service
Brandeis University
Lown Building

B

415 South Street . .

Waltham, Massachuserts 02154

American Jewish Congress Commission

. on Jewish Affairs

15 East 84th Street
New Ydrk,'New‘York 10028

Yiddish Insg1tute of Sc1ent1f1c Research
(YIVO) . _
1048 Fifth Avenue

_New York, New York 10028

Las Baeck Instituts
129 East 73rd Street
New York, New_ York 10021

Nat1ona1 Academy of Adul Jewish Studies
155 Fifth Avenue
New Yprk, New York 10010

Committee on Holocaust Awareness
Hillyer Building, Room 200
University of Hartford

West Hartford, Connectic.': 05117
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