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Preface

Despite the fact that nearly all beginning teachers have been exposed
to extended periods of student teaching, the first months of the initial
regular teaching assignments leave many feeling Lewildered and alone.
Tvpically vou will have to deal with vour adjustment problems while teach-
ing five or more hours a day (anc sometimes new teachers are assigned the
most difficult and demanding classes). Besides teaching and preparation,
many beginning teachers will be assigned homerooms, bus and cafeteria
duty, and advisory roles in school clubs or other activities.

Given these facts, it is not surprising that many beginners in the teach-
ing profession feel isolated and, at times, demoralized during the first
months on the job. Some are reluctant to seek the help they need because
they do not want to appear weak; rather they struggle along, living from
dav to dav, hoping that things will get better—and quite remarkably, this
is usually what happens. The third and fourth months in any teaching
situation are easier than the first and second. The second year is light years
apart from the first. In survival is hope; and, to paraphrase from Faulkner’s
Nobel Peace Prize acceptance speech, most teachers not only survive, they
ultimately prevail. )

This book has to do with both surviving and prevailing. Both authors
have had considerable teaching experience at the school level, and both

have been actively involved in the supervision of teaching interns for many

vears. This book is based upon our experiences in the schools. The case
studies, while fictionalized, all have some basis in fact. They represent
typical problems that teathers face.

)
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ha theoretical base in cach chapter and

We have «\\U«Ht to establi

then to proceed, most instanc
. The case %thJ%(w‘ are fo
noas well as by suggested projectss We have proceeded in this way

we believe that teachers must \\mL through problems and arrive

g5, ta the presentation of appropriate case

studies lowed by guestions for thought and Jis-

own %C‘]ufiﬂﬂ%. each of which will be unique to the situation in
¢5. There are no absolute answers
sible solutions

to most ot the quegt*unq we pose. Instead, many tvpes of po

2xist, some
another teaching situation. As vou work through the case studies and the

propriate to one teaching situation, others appropriate to

related questions and projects, vou will find vour perceptions sharpening

and vour problem-se!

ing shilis improving,

The essential responsibility for writing chapter 1, “Transition to
Teacher.” was shared and grew out of an earlier collaboration of the
authors entitled “Seven Touchstones for Beginning Teachers.” That basic

article as revised significantly for use in The Begiing Teacher: A Prac-
ticl Gudde to Probles: Solving. Professor Krajewskhi assumed the major
responsibility for writing chapter 2 “Professionalism’: chapter 1, “Lesson
Plans™; chapter o, “Evaluation”; and chapter 7, “"Succeeding as 0 Teacher.”

or Shuman assumed the major responsibility for writing chapter 3,

Profess

“Relationships,” and chapter 3, ~Discipline.” Each author read and revised
the work of the other and strove to produce a book which is consistent in
style and outlook,

It is the hope and expectatior of the authors that The Beginning
Teacher: A Practical Guide to Droblen: Soleing will help its readers to see
their teaching situations in new wavs and to cope with them professionally
and effectivelv—as well as creatively, Perhaps through using this book,
beginning teachers wiil feel less alone in deaiing with their problems and
will come te realize that they are not demonstrating weakness in seeking.
help from professional colleagues. Remember that these educators were
once at the stage at which yvou now find yourself. They know what it is

like to be a new teacher in a strange situation, and they can point vou to

solutions for many of your most pressing problems.

Those who think that their problems as begirning teachers are unique
should also read Kevin Ryan’s Don’t Smile Unti Chrizfas (Chicago: Uni-
ity of Chicago Press, 1970), a collection of anecdotal records kept by
beginning teachers. In reading this collection, yvou will see mirror images
of the problems which beset vou in the classtoom every dav. If our book
succeeds in helping vou work through some of these problems, we will

consider our time spent in writing it well spent indeed.

The writers are grateful to the many teachers, teaching interns, and
students with whom they have worked through the vears. Particular thanks
must be accorded to Joyce Wasdell, P. Talmadge Lancaster, and William
Freitag for their help in arranging situations in which the authors were
able to observe classrooms firsthand.

10
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Various colleagues at Duke University, Texas Tech, Auburn Univer-
sitv, and the Universitv of llinos at Urbana-Champaign have provided

encouragement s our work progres-od, and we are in their debt more than

thev can know,

The manuscript was readied for the printer by three devoted tvpists,
Lin Krajewski, Pamela Rover. and Fileen Posluszny, who at times also

I advice and assistance.

wave editord
dweion, and Indiana

tate University graciously granted the authors permis<ion to reprint their
article, “Seven Touchstones for Beginning Teachers,” which first appeared

n Cosreovreoragry Edncation 47 (Winter 1970).

o

/
11



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

CHAFTER 1

Transition to Teacher

SEVEN TOUCHSTONES FOR BEGINNING TEACHERS*

In most cases several factors conspire to make one’s first day of full-
fledged teaching an unsettling experience. Even though as a beginning
teacher vou have generally been exposed to a teaching internship of at least
seven or eight weeks prior to taking vour first job and have gained a degree
of confidence as a result of having corapleted this internship, on your first
day as a regular teacher, you may be likely to suffer from anxieties unlike
any vou may have previously experienced.

In the first place, new teachers generally begin their work at the start
of a school vear, whereas in the ty pical student teaching internship, the
SLhDGI year is under way 'v."“n:ﬁ the intern or :tudéﬁt teachér’ Jrfiw:t:, and an

CDntrnl ﬁf the situation. Alao interns uguallv Db‘;EF\E thE Elasses thEV are
expected to teach before assuming responsibility; they have therefore
learned the names of many of the students and have become familiar with
some of the teaching procedures used. Further, typical interns are placed
close enough to the college campus that they are able to turn to professors
for help they might need in meeting the demands of the eaching situation.
ND matter how rﬁuch Drientati@ﬁ new teafhers may ha\é had beFarc

may :pell success or F;lllufé in’ the mmal tE‘ﬂthng situation may cause
aﬁ‘uety Thx% réahzatmn is DFten dx%qmetmg, and as the }‘u::ur arrives tcj

and R. Baxrd Shumaﬁ. Seven Tuu,, _stuﬁes fm' Begmnmg Tv:ar;hers, " in Cnntuy:pnmry

“Education 47 {Winter 1976), pp. 96-100. It is reprinted with the permission of the

authors and Indiana State Univarsity. Copyright © 1977 by Indiana State University.

13
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sometimes to the point of making it difficult to cope as well as one might
otherwise do with the exigencies and demands of the initial situation.

As a beginning teacher you can approach your job with much greater
assurance and effectiveness if you gfve some prior thought to the following
recommendations and if you make ‘significant headway in develapmg in the
directions suggested.

K'rmwmg and Accepting Oneself. The \Visdum of the Socratic 1mpera-
tive “Know thyself” is quite universally acknowledged; it is deemed as
important by modern psychologists and psychiatrists as it was earlier by
philcsaphers the’clagians, smd athers’ vi'tally EDhEEfﬁEd wi'th the humaﬁ

Ccmmg to know and understand cmeself is a llfelung process, but
entry into this important process can be significantly aided in a number of
ways. To begin with, you might occasionally attempt to make an inventory
of your strong and weak points. Everyone has some of each, but not all are
able to recognize their strengths and weaknesses realistically. In recent
years many people have been shocked, for example, when, in sensitivity
encounters, they have discovered that the image they project is drastically
different from the image they thought they projected. Seeing yourself as
others see you, to paraphrase Robert Curns, is exceedingly difficult but
vitally necessary to one who would succeed in any position which n.ces-
sitates such extensive interaction with people as teaching necessarily does.

Most schools of education use rating sheets to judge the performance
of student teachers. It may be Kelpful to obtain such rating sheets and
occasionally fill them out for yourself, using them for your own guidance. .
Or perhaps you should draw up your own rating sheet, filling it out for
yourself and asking others who know you well to fill it out also. The image
that you think you project tells a great deal about your value system, and
Qflen the image 'that you prc:ja:t to DthEl’S has little to do with those values

Before you can accept yﬂurself as a teax:Her you must accept yourself
as a person. C)nce you have dDﬁE this, you are well on the rnad to acceptmg

physlcal Capalety, llkes and dlshkes needs and desires. This is the pc:unt at

* which a person is ready to grow into becoming an effective teacher, building

on strengths and working on weaknesses so that they do not interfere
unduly with teaching performance or with interpersonal relationships.

_ Building Self-Confidence. Self-confidence is as much a prerequisite for
sﬁc¢essful 'teafching as SélF knawledge and these two q’ua]itiés are cnmple= :

confidence has been achieved.
Perhaps the greatest smgle attribute to be develnped by one trying to
build self-confidence is a sense f::F humor. The person: who can laugh at

neafly everyone has had to wnrk hafd in Drder to gam “whatever SEIF—

14
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him/herself generally possesses self-confidence and seldom is on the defen-
sive. Students can be very threatening to teachers who are basically inse-
cure, and such teachers may deal harshly though not very effectively with
students who are threatening to them. =

As a teacher, remember that you are older, more experienced, and
better trained in your subject area than those you are teaching. Those being

taught rnay bE more Expenenced and better trained in some areas thaﬁ the-

cut agamst the threat but shm;ld mstead wait a mament gain composure,
and react as mgture,ly and mtmnally as pcss;ble. Nc:t every classroom situa-

#

handlmg /

The person who develops self-confidence and assurance will be not

only a better téacher but a happier person and will also be in the best posi-
tion to bring happiness and meaning into the lives of others; therefore the
time spent in developing oneself in this area is indeed well spent.
Developing Attitude. It s important that the first steps you take pro-
fessionally be as strong and solid as possible. Attitude is an infectious qual-
ity. Teachers can infect their students with an enthusiastic, bright, positive

attitude only if they themselves have such an attitude. Not everyone is

demonstrative, nor is everyone equally able to project to others the attitudes
which will lead to a good classroom atmosphere.

Students form early, almost immediate, impressions about teacher
attitudes, Most.of these impressions are conveyed nonverbally. One’s cloth-
iﬁg aﬁd décamm communicate a great déal abéut a p;rsan Pcsiure can be

-

Slttmg or Standmg in one plaf:e A smlle, a friendiy word a pat on the back”

can project attitude quite accurately to the student entering a new situation

for the first time,
Athtudg is reﬂe&ted by the phirsica] atmasphere GF the clags'rﬁam IF

enjoy bemg in it If seatmg arfangements are frquently change,d, students

will ghmv more interest in the class A bright aﬁd theefful E]éﬁﬁrﬂﬂfﬂ with _

reﬂetts Jthtude :

But even more important, from the first day plan varied activities
within your classroom. The interested student does not become the problem
student. The more interested the student becomes in classroom activities,
the more hope there is that the student will be successful.

Beginning teachers might especially remember one pertinent fact: stu-
dent attitudes in a class are likely to reflect ultimately the teacher’s attitude
toward learning and toward the students. Bearing this in mind, no.teacher
can afford to project an attitude which bespeaks negativism, nonacceptance,
or lack of enthusiasm. . : SN

b

[ IO
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Planning. When facing your students for the first time, it is essential to
be prepared for them so that they will feel vitally involved in classroom
activities from the start. One beginning activity which might be useful is to
have students work on an interest inventory, indicating what they like to
do outside the school environment: television shows they watch most often,
mavies they have EﬁiDvEd thbiEE they pursue, and special abilities they
ons and should serve:
to asast you in plar’mmg future clas‘smam aCthElEi Thé resulting informa-
tion may alsc: serve as the basis Fﬁr dis’cu:si‘:n at some later date

stlck dc: edly h: yuur plans 1F smdent interest leads the class mta Dther
productive areas or activities. Specific plans are needed, however, to lend
direction when the necessity to do so is apparent. Students tend to look to
the teacher for direction, and if the teacher cannot provide it, the classroom
situation may deteriorate rapidly.

~ In the early days of the term it is also important to come tc¢ know one’s
students as well as possible so that future planning can take into account
student interests and abilities in the most individual way possible. The
interest inventory can be of great assistance in this regard. Seating charts
can also be useful to the beginning teacher who is trying to associate names
and faces as rapidly as possible.

Strive to accept all students as individuals worthy of respect and dis-
tinct in their needs. The activities you plan for the first several days may
well establish the tone for the whole year. Good planning reflects the
teacher’s interest in the class and an awareness of the needs of its members.
Teachers who attempt to make students conform to the requirements of
lesson plans rather than to make lesson plans reflect the needs and interests

. aF students wxll prednctab]y h.:we dxFﬁﬁulty in mmwatmg classes :md out c:F

ta overcome once the tone CIF che ﬁ]asz- has been set,

Lessons should have specific, stated objectives which are clearly under—
standable to students of the grade level in question. Lessons should fulfill
actual needs, they should have a value which students can comprehend,
they shﬂuld be as interesting and relévant as pcssible, and they should

Flans shauld perrmt and spec:lfy varymg appmacheg and techniques so
that learnmg does not degenerate into a dull and deadening routine. Some
provision should be made for evaluating the learning that has taken place,
and there should be as much reinforcement as possible in the learning activ-
ities. Every lesson should contain opportunities for students to succeed;
failure should be minimized. At the conclusion of an effective lesson, both
students and teacher will feel good and will have a warm glow of satisfac-
tion. The ‘student will respect the teacher who has planned well, whose
organization is clear and understandable,-and who employs enough variety
in instruction to keep the interest level high.

=
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Involving Students. Students can assume a great deal of the respon-
sibility for making classroons rules and helping to enforce thein as well as

- for Suggéstmg interesting approaches to learning. If a fundamental aim of

education is to produce responsible citizens, then students must be en-
couraged at every opportunity to assume as much responsibility as they are
able to handle within the context of the school.

By mvnlvmg studentg in farmulatmg Clasgrﬁﬂm fu]és, yDu ir’nply trust

Erhaps—after whu:h the class can review :md 1E necessary, revise the ru]es
it has established. '
Remember that the classroom does not have to reflect strict, firm order;
orderly disorder and productive turbulence are perfectly appropriate at
times as long as the teacher is able to bring students back to order quickly
when order is needed. Some types of constructive activities require noise
and a modicum of disorder and, since the average youngster is not designed
to sit quietly for long periods of time, moderate physical activity in the
classroom can have a positive role in the maintenance of good discipline.

As a beginning teacher be careful to avoid dominating, but, at the same
time, do not abdicate responsibility as a teacher. Allowing students to talk
and contribute ideas, encouraging them to work and learn together, to share
ideas and work toward conclusions in pairs or in groups can lead to a
healthy informality in the learning situation and can turn the classroom
into a learning laboratory, a pleasant place in which students can live and
learn together. = ‘

[dentifying the Students’ Level. Teachers who have a realistic view of
students’ abilities and also of their limitations will very likely enjoy a suc-
cessful professional relationship with students. It is important to maintain
a consistency of action in dealing with students, for this is the only way in

,whu:h thEy can knnw an;l understand what is Expe;tpd QF them A]sn yDur

FEEI more secure :md wx]] help them to bmld thElr own EEIF-EDnﬁdence
Be aware of the students’ level of maturity. The line between being an
CEEPHI’IE adu]t and bemg a buddy is narrow mdeed Since teachers are in a

must be rnamtamed 1f the relatxansh;p is to be pmductwei Mutual respect
genuine concern, and exploring common interests are all part of this rela-
tionship. The roles of student and teacher must be clear to both, however,
if the rE]dtlDﬂShlP is to remain pmfessmnal in the best sense of the ward

17
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sufficient sympathy so that the beginner will at least be able to verbalize
some of his or her problems and frustrations and thereby be able to under-
stand them better and deal with them more effectively.

Do not blindly accept every bit of advice given by more experienced
teachers. What works for the teacher down the hall might fail utterly for
someone elee But ev’ery experienced teechef is able to make some useful

BRIDGING THE GAP

Making the transition from teaching intern or student teacher to first-
year teacher is a task requiring some careful planning. The transition can
be smooth if preparation is intelligently plotted. Everyone who enters the
profession needs to give serious thought to planning and organizing those
all-important early days in the classroom. The seven suggestions contained
in thie cheptef pravide a Iist to which you as a beginning teaehe’r can add

DLDER BEGINNING TEACHER HAS DISCIPLINE PRCRLEMS

Y
Bill Brewer is a 35-year-old first-year teacher at Portstown High School. After
working many years as a clerk in a clothing store in Portstown, he finally realized
his ambition to go back to the university and ecarn a degree in secondary education
with a science major. His education was finance:: both by the GI Bill and his part-

“time work at the clothing store, Bill also serves a’small rural church as minister

two Sundays a month. His wife has been a fifth-grade teacher at the elementary

"school in Portstown for several years. Their son, Jimmy, is now a ninth-grade

student at the high school.

Bill has been having problems with classroom discipline. He’s rather eempe-
tent in the subject matter but is not always well organized in his presentation. He
sometimes wanders from the subject and intersperses his teaching with moral
lectures or sérmons to students.

Bill confided to a colleague one day, “Times have really changed since T was
in high s¢hool; students no longer have the respect for the position of teacher that
we had. [ am really having problems with my dis¢ipline, especially in my chem-

“istry class. The kids don’t want to do what I tell them to do; they talk during class,
" are disrespectful, and they. break the test tubes and other equipment througi: care-.

lessness. Last week I explained to Bob Davis how to pour a chemical from. the

ecntamer to the test *ube —very slnwly—se he wc’:uld not mhale the furr.es He
them. Coach Starmer came end helped me revive hm‘L. Iz lE,elf dlseaureged trymg to
teach the kids when they don't seem to care. I'm beginning to wonder if all that
hard work in getting a degree was worth it.’ -

Bill was a picture of dejection as he telked to his teaching r:elleague, especially
since the colleague knew that one day the week before several of the bigger boys
in the class had picked Bill up and deposited him out the classroom window.

[
o]



Questions for Thought and Discussion .
1. Do you think ‘that Bill is too old and too removed from hlgh schovl
s students to be a first-year teacher?

2, How might Bill gain more confidence in his Jblllty as a temhcr* Where
should he start? «

3. How might Bill establish a more positive relationship with students? Is it
too late? Why or why not?

4. Should Bill ask for help from his colleague? If so, how should he go about
it? )

5. Should his colleague suggest that Bill obtain help from the principal? If
50, how would he make the suggestion to Bill?

Projects

1. Compose three to four activities which you know will allow your students
h:: Expenen:e success. \Nithin a sueme ciass, in pgrtirular these pr«:jer_ts

ful teachmg expenenze

3, Make a list of possible people to whom you, as a beginning teacher, might
go for help in building self-confidence. State how you wauld approach
them to request help.

4. List avenues you can take on your own for building your self-confidence.

TEAM TEACHER HAS PROBLEMS WITH CO-WORKER

Dave Morton had always wanted to teach. He had enjoyed his college work
and had done well, always being particularly excited about the education courses.
On the first day of teaching, Dave reported to Sanbrook Junior High School eager
to begin. Dave was particularly excited because he was going to be involved in a
team-teaching situation for the first half of the year with Mrs, Hand, who had
been teachmg at Sanbrook for 15 years. “It’ll be great for me to learn from all her
experience,” he enthusiastically thought to himself. When the students arrived, -
Mrs. Hand suggested that she work with them this first day so that Dave could
get accustomed to the students and to classroom procedures. She didn't really
introduce Dave to any of the students, and it wasn't long before a student finally
asked, “Who are you, sir?”’ Dave answered, “I am Mr. Morton. Mrs, Hand and
I will be team teaching this class.” The student’s eyes. rolled in his head as he
sald C)l'\ bay,, another new one!” Dave fepliéd “Oh; | bet weill have a good .

Thruughcut the ﬂay, Mrs. Hand was a httle distant—almost always ignoring

Dave. Dave’s feelings were somewhat hurt, and he was a little. apprehensive; in

*  fact, as the day wore on,:he became a ittle bored. He ended th¢ day with a few
doubts and many questions, but with a determination to keep 4 open mmd con-

. cerning the situation.

*’ The next day, after a restless mght Dave arrived at school half an hour
early. He went directly to the classroom and found Mrs. Hand already there.
Smiling, he greeted her and said, “Why don’t | run-out and get eagh of us a cup
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of coffee.” For the first time she smiled, opened her purse, fished mxt some coins
and said, “Let this one be on me. I take cream and sugar in mine”” When Dave
returned with the coffee, Mrs. Hand said, “'l hope we'll have a pleasant and
sticcessful half year together. Last year we started off with a good team, but as
time wore on the other teacher dldn’t prepare well enough, and the students soon
lost respect for him. He wanted to try out all kinds of new techniques and ideas
but never prepared adequately for them. The students began to see through h
Their work reflected his inadequate preparations. I did as much as I could for hlm
and it took a great deal out of me. Then one day after class he told me he had
never really wanted to teach anyway, but would have to for a couple of years
because he wanted a principal’s certificate. As he put it, ‘'That is where the money
ist"

~ Dave, somewhat taken aback, replied, “I'can’t understand anyone fecling like
that, Mrs. Hand, but then [ have always wanted to teach.”

Questinns for Thought and Discussion

1. DQ you think Dave will get along with Mrs. Hand? What may be their
strong points in working together? How might their initial understanding
of each other affect their relatmnshlp?

mval\red in team teac.hmgf Hnw do they work tggethew scpamtely?
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3. What will Dave have to be particularly attentive to in dealing with Mrs
H-md Mnght this affect his EE“F‘LC‘“ fidence? How?

Mrg Hand sooner? How mlght hE‘ have dﬁm: so?

4. What kind of person and teacher is Mrs. Hand? How can Dave benefit
from her experience_to make his first temhmg experience a success and to

estabh;h a basis for his future teaching?

6. »‘?vhuuld Dave discuss this situation with anyone at this point? Why or
‘Wwhy not?

Projects )
1. .List as many ways as you can for Dave to be friendly and agreeable
tawafd Mrs. Hand.

: tﬁnﬁdenfe in thp; situation.
3. If you had been in Dave's shs:n:si how waould you have handled the chain .
N of events that occurred?”
4. Establish a schedule of methods to be utilized by both Mrs. Hand and
Dave during the year so that both will be happy and self-confident.

TEACHER SEEKS ENQ@URAGEM'ENT FROM PRINCIPAL :

Martha Hesley is in her fourth week as a beginning teacher at an elementary

- schodl. Although she has put many hours into her lesson plans, the days have

been long and her students have not been too cooperative. Martha attempted

20 ‘?ﬁ

SR,



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

- principal, determi

several times to approach a colleague, a second-year teacher, for some advice but
always stopped at the last minute because she was afraid to admit she was having
problems. She had also tried to contact the reading supervisor; but the supervisor

“to this point had been too busy to help her.

Martha became more and more discouraged. She knew she was not doing her
job well, and her self-confidence was fading quickly. At last, toward the middle
of the fourth week, she requested an after-school conference with Ms. Rob, the
d that the time had come for her to face the situation squarely
and get her teaching in line before she and her students lost many more valuable
days. ‘ '

Questions for Thought and Discussion

1. Should Martha have asked her colleague for advice? Might that approach
have helped the situation? What might the colleague have suggested?

[ ]

Shéul_d Martha have asked anyone else for advice during the four-week
time period? Should new teachers have to ask for help?

first-year teachers? Is too much expected of first-year teachers? Why or
why not? Do you feel they are thrown to the wolves? Explain. If so,
who is responsible? T

Projects

1. ‘With a colleague, enact the conference between Martha and the principal
so that the following outcomes can be achieved:

_a. Ms. Rob becomes angry.
b. Martha becomes emotionally upset.
¢. Ms: Rob becomes emotionally upset.

= d. Ms. Rob suggests that she and Mar;hé team teach several of the
subject> until Martha gets a better feel for self-confidence.
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CHAPTER 2

Pf@fesswnalzsm

BEING A TEACHER

Professionalism, according to Webster, is “‘the conduct, aims, or qual-
ities that characterize or mark a professional person,” and professional
mezns “‘conforming to. technical or.ethical standards or conduct of a profes-
sion.” Professionalism is a quality to be taken seriously. It is a vital part of
any teacher’s career—to be accepted, understood, practiced, nurtured, and
maintained. Periodical self-evaluation is important in order to attain an
even higher degree of professionalism.

Teaching has been and continues to be an honored profession. When
teachers, through their dedicated work and conduct, perform the duties of
their role with a high degree of professionalism, the teaching profession
maintains its position and continues to garner public support. :

The Challenge. As a professional, you might ask yourself several ques-
tions such as Do [ value teaching? Do.l work at my job? Am I believable to
students? Recognizable and attainable goals are essential in meeting the
professional challenge. As a teacher, set goals that are both challenging
and attainable; if a goal cannot be attained, it is probably not realistic. Other
1mpcrtant elements to consider jnclude the following: the articulation of
one’s goals o others; knowledgé and timing, both in setting goals and in
achieving them; and self-discipline.

Several self-motivating tips for meeting tl’ie professional challenge

" might be appropriate at this time:

1. Become acquainted with your school situation so that you will know

what is expected of you; be responsible. _

Enjoy your job and look upon teaching as a valuable experience.

3. Establish goals; keep objectives continually in sight fur yourself
and your students, ,

‘4. Prepare lessons carefully each day, and follow through with your
plans.

5. Evaluate your progress as much as possible.
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You will have the opportunity to join the united teaching profession.
We would encourage you to do so because every individual has an obliga-
tion to advance her/his profession. Further, numerous leadership oppor-
tunities are available within the united teaching profession in addition to
the advancement possible through the school structure,

Tschmr:al 5#;1:1:‘1;1;115 Teathers are respansxblé For transmlthng ob-

kﬁleedge, and its teachmg sequence shﬂuld fit student needs. TD accom-
plish these aims, it is first necessary for teachers to receive adequate prep-
aratiaﬂ in subje’c:é areas. Them aithﬂugh :nost teachers inmmitted tc: the
and mr:reas-ed knowledge in thexr rEEpEEtwe ﬁelds Df Expert;se 1t is ab-
solutely essential that school districts put their resources to work in helping
teachers keep abreast. The cost and time for such efforts shculd for the
most part, be a school district responsibility.

Long gone are the housekeeping duties once expected of teachefs—
sweeping floors each day, scrubbing floors each week with hot water and
lye soap, and starting a fire early each morning so that the schoolroom
would be warm when the children arrived. Although such specific*duties
are things of the past, others more directly related to teaching have in-
creased in importance,

Prime importance now centers on the teacher’s ablhtv to work with
students, gaining a successful rapport with them, and accepting the role Df
teacher in a mature, logical, and responsible manner.

Eth:ml Stnndards A prafessmnal teather is a dediixted teacher whc is
dards Df Emplcyme,nt Ec\r teaihers mcluded Euch regulatmns as the f@llﬂWe
ing:

Teachers will not dress in bright colors.

‘Teachers will be expected to be at home between the hours of 8 r.m.
and 6 A.M. unless in attendance at a school function, :
'Teachers will not smoke cigarettes or play at cards.

Teachers will attend church each Sunday, either teaching a class in
Sunday school or smgmg in the choir. :

Although such st'andards’ are no longer in practice, principles of con-
duct (incliding especially moral conduct) are still in evidence. Teachers
serve as models for their students and are therefore expected to conduct
themselves accordingly. They are expected to know, understand, and accept
sfudents and to act as pmf&ssianally Eréined persnns in ail interactions with

leagues admxmstramrs, or the schm:)l system should be avmded
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A professional attitude is essential, Student learning demands teachers
who understand and like children ar.d who are able to transmit their atti-
tudes in the day-to-day climate of learning. Such a climate is one of ac-
ceptance and one which fosters respect and appreciation both for teachers
and students in their respective roles.
© A transition begins when the student elects to prepare for teaching;

" it continues throughout the formal coursework, pre-student teaching ex-

periences, teaching experiences, and, in some cases, internships. This par-
ticular transition involves psychological change 4s well as role change—a
realization that education is really a continuing process rather than one that
is completed. Constant change for improvement and further learning are
therefore part of the teacher’s ethical conduct.

Role delineation is perhaps the most important aspect of ethical stan-
dards that you as a.beginning teacher face, particularly at the high school

.level. Because age differences between beginning teachers and students may

be slight, the temptation to become one of the gang may be very strong at

. times. One of the teacher’s role responsibilities is to provide a proper learn-

ing atmosphere for students. If the teacher becomes a buddy, both student
and teacher will become confused, resulting in an environment which is not
conducive to proper learning.

COMMUNITY DISAPPROVES OF TEACHER'S PERSONAL LIFE

Jack Burgess is in his first year of teaching speech and literature at Bucton
High School. He is a bit unconventional, but filled with enthusiasm for life. His
attitude attracts followers and wins support. At first, there were a few complaints
about his long hair, beard, and manner of dress. Soon, however, the complaints
changed to praise as parents saw their children turned on'both to school and good
literature. In the few months Jack has been there, he has established and pro-
moted: an excellent drama club. He and Ms. Kiison, ofic of the English teachers,
have spent many after-school hotirs working with students and making the drama
club a success, .

Ms. Kitson is a third-year teacher who will soon be eligible for tenure. She
is not an outstanding teacher but is well received by the community and fits the
image of a teacher. The daughter of an old prestigious family in town, she is a
Sunday school director, very active in volunteer work, the kind of person who
makes friends easily and who always has nice things to say about others.

Jack and Ms. Kitson moved in together over Christmas vacation. Although
they don’t flaunt their relationship, they don’t attempt to hide it cither. It is their
open and honest attitude which upsets the community and which the tovn feels
helpless to fight. The community is now pressuring the school board to remove
Jack from his jab. ' )

Questions for Thought and Discussion

1. How much influence does the personal life of a teacher have upon the
personal lives of students? Should it have any influence? Explain.
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How much responsibility does a teacher have toward living within the

behavior norm of the community?

3. How does recent legislation on individual rights affect the argument in
this issue?

4. In fairness to Jack, would it be ethical to remove him without also re-
moving Ms. Kitson? How can this problem be approathed? By whom?

5. Is there a double standard for men and women? for hometowner and
newcomer? for unconventional and conventional?

6. Who dictates the definition of morality? Once this definition is made,
who must abide by it? Is morality grounds for dismissing an effective .
teacher?

7. Howv much influence should a small segment of the community have in

dictating personnel policies?

TEACHER DISAPPROVES OF COLLEAGUE’S USE OF SCHOOL EQUIPMENT

. George Caster is now in the fourth month of a sixth-grade, team-teaching
assignment at Burnip Elementary School. His team-teaching partner, Mrs.
Thomas, a young, competent teacher, whose husband is a local dentist, has taught
at the school for the past four years. She and George get along well together, and
George feels that he is learning a great deal from his association with her. She
has been quite thoughtful of and helpful to George, offering to drive him to school
when his car broke down, bringing home-baked cake and cookies to share with
him, and offering to help him with any teaching problems as he settles into. his
new vocation. - - ' ,

Therefore, George gladly assented when she suggested that he help her run
off some materials on the school mimeograph machine one Saturday morning.
He met Mrs, Thomas.at the school at nine o’clock as they planned."Mrs. Thomas,
who had the school key, unlocked the door and told George how grateful she was
that he was willing to help her. He said, “I'm glad to help you do some schoolwork
this morning.” Mrs. Thomas replied, “Well, we'll finish about noon, and afterward
I'd like to treat you to lunch at the hotel.” George protested that this was un-
necessary, but Mrs. Thomas insisted. .

Mrs. Thomas ran the first item, making 500 copies. George tock a copy to
view what they were running and was surprised to see that it was the first page of
a case history for dental patients. He ruffled through the other stencils and found
that they were all forms for Mrs. Thomas’s husband’s dental practice. George
was surprised and disappointed since it was rather apparent that school materials
and equipment were being used for nonschool purposes. He didn’t know what to
do. He knew he had volunteered his Saturday morning to help Mrs. Thomas, and
now he found himself in a perplexing ethical dilemma. George valued her as a
teaching partner and as a friend, but he knew that what she was dciniiwas WIONg.
He feared jeopardizing his teaching career if he said anything, since Mrs.
Thomas’s husband was a good friend of the school board chairperson. Yet, he did
not wish to be a party to what he considered an unethical, if not illegal, activity.

 As difficult as it was for him to do, George said to Mrs. Thomas, "“Mrs.
Thomas, you know that I respect and like you, but I think that what you are doing
is a mistake. These materials are not intended for school use, and I cannot go
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along with helping you run them:1 hope you understand.” Mrs. Thomas looked
at him, got a little red-faced, and said, “Ch, come on, George, every job has some
‘fringe benefits’. Teaching has less than most—no incentive pay, no bonuses, and
pretty low salaries. This isn’t really dishonest.” George agreed to continue helping
her, but he was most uncomfortable doing so. .

Questions for Thought and Discussion
1. Should George have'agreed to work with Mrs. Thomas on Saturday?
-+ Explain.

\EJ‘

Could he have said no gr:aefully; If s0, huw?

" 3. Should George have refused to take any part in running off these mate-
rials? What is wrong with this venture?

4. How might he have phrased his refusal?

5. Should George tell anyene about the situation? If so, whom?

6. Should George have gone along this time, but find an excuse for not work-
ing with Mrs. Thomas this way in the future? .

Should he have continued helping her under the circumstances?

8. Should George now go to lunch with Mrs. Thomas? Why or why' not?
Will his acceptance or refusal have any effect on their future teaching
relationship? Explain.

Projects

‘Make a list of activities for which you feel it might be questionable to use
school materials and equipment. Discuss these activities with clleagues.
2. Make a list of posible precautions George might take in his future pro-
fessional relationship with Mrs. Thomas. .
3. With several-colleagues, role-play the situation which might come up-the
following Monday at school if Mrs, Thomas should try to discuss Satur-
day’s experience with Gearge

TEACHER A‘T’TENDE STUDENT PARTY

Peter Donovan; a popular beginning teacher who is active in community

‘affairs, has the makings of an outstanding high school ' :acher. After he had

taught for about six weeks, two of his juniors approached 1 one day after <lass
and said Mr Donavan haw abaut ccming over to Jerq, ‘use Saturday mght
they said .we muld have a party * Peter knew and liked Jerry and his Famxly
C)rdmanly he wouldn’t have considered gamg, but sincé he knew the family, he
said, “Sure, I look forward to coming over.” Peter’s_students said it wauld be
okay to bring a date, and Peter said he would like té do that.: »
On Saturday night Peter and Fran, another teacher at'the high school, had_
dinner together and then went to the party at Jerry’s house. Music was playing
and some couples were 'dancing; there were plenty of soft drinks and food to
nibble on. Peter and Fran had a couple of dances and enjoyed talking informally
with a number of students they had in class. The party remained somewhat sedate,
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but as the evening wove on, the recreation room becanie quite warm and Peter
and Fran walked out onto the patio to get some fresh air. Some students were out
there drinking soft drinks and talking, and a few®of them were smoking. All at .
once, Allen, a studious junior whom Peter had not come to know very well, said,
“Would you like to smoke some pot with us; Mr. Donovan?”

Questions for Thought and Discussion
1. Do you think that Peter should have given such a definite yes to the
invitation? Would you have accepted the invitation, or would you have

begged off? c

If you had begged off, how would you have done so? What would you

have told the student?

3. Should teachers socialize with their students? What types of situations
might result? Where should the line be drawn between teacher and
student? ‘ -

4. Should Peter and Fran leave the party? How might they be able to do so?
What would you have done? ) :

¥

Projects . i

1. Prepare a list of at least six responses which Peter might give to Allen.
Discuss each answer fully. Which response do you prefer? Why? Which
response do you think is the least desirable? Why?

2. After you have gone through the preceding:brainstorming activity, think
of other answers that might be appropriate.

3. Consider and discuss how maturation, added teaching e&pgrienté, and
common sense might have altered this particular situation.

£ =
S

_TEACHER CHAPERONS STUDENTS FOR WEEKEND

Tom Rigoni.rents an apartment in a small town where he teaches. He.shares .
it with two other male téachers; one who teaches with Tom at the high school,
and the other who teaches at an elementary school in town. Tom does, rmost of the’
grocery shopping for the three of them: Usually one of his students, a bag boy
at the local supermarket, helps him to the car with his groceries. One day in early
March, the bag boy came to see Tom in school -and said, “Mr. Rigoni, eight of us
want to get a cottage at the beach for the last weekend of the month, but we need
to have a chaperon. Would you go with us as chaperon?” -

Tom thought about it for a while but wasn't eager to assume that responsi-
bility. Several days later, however, he consented because the boys could not have
their weekend away unless an adult accompanied .them,’and they could find no
other adult to go with them. On Friday, Tom and the eight boys drove to the
beach in two cars. They arrived late Friday afternoon, and after a feast of ham-
burgers and french fries and a walk on the beach, they went back to the cottage
and talked enthusiastically about driving down to the local pavilion to attend a
dance. As they talked, two of the boys went to the kitchen and' came back with.
two six-packs of beér. Tom was somewhat surprised, since the oldest of the boys
was seventeen and the youngest fifteen, and he had been intormed previously by
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mised that students préhably waultl'
more on their level. - =

the boys that there would be no beer on this trip. In fact, that had been one of
the specifications for Tom’s agreeing to chaperon the trip.

Tom said, “Cool it, guys, we'll stick to cokes on this trip. We agreed on no
beer.” Jerry, Tom's bag boy said. “Come on, Mr. Rigoni, you drink beer. Every-
time [ pack your groceries, | sce two or three six- p.}LLﬁ That's why we asked
you to be our chaperuﬁ We knew you'd be a good sport.” Tom didn't quite know
how to answer.

" Questions for Thought and Discussion

1. Do you think Tom was correct in deciding to serve as chaperon? Explain.
2. \Nauld it ha%e been preFemblg Far him to chaperon only if one of his

3. How wauld you have feaLtEd to thls situation? What kind of reaction
dD you thlnk the etg,ht b@\% E‘épELtEi e they were not ;,o ng to dnnk

pass unnunced? W‘u or ,,dy not? How mlght he now hgnd]e the
situation?

Projects
1. What is Tom’s legal reponsibility in this situation since he is the chaperon?

2. Thmk of at legst fne answers which Tgm mlght hwe at this p(jmt Dlsu;ss

you consider léast desirable? Why? Discuss the kmd of u‘nage Tam
projects in each answer.

3. What kind of further action might Tom take at this point? Drainstoerm
agam such 1de;\s as canﬁscntmg the beer Lallmg the pan:nts leavmg the

TE A\CHER GAINS JOB THROUGH FAMILY INFLUENCE

Barb Casey is a bright, attractive twenty-two-year-old English education
graduate from Tiffany College. She was elated to have a job at Hickory High
School, Preston, Virginia, especially when teaching jobs were at a premium ard
many of her teacher education friends didn’t have jobs.

Although Barbara was never interviewed by her principal, Mr. Pick, she had
met the superintendent, Dr. Frost, one time about a year ago at a football weekend

in Troy, Virginia. When her father introduced them, he said to Dr. Frost, “Sam,

Tl have my little girl ready for your high school by next year, and she'll be the

best teazher you've ever had.” Her father and Dr. Frost had been college room-
mates ind football teammates at Tiffany for three years. Barb naturally wondered
what part her father’s friendship with Dr. Frost played in her gaining this teaching
position. She was aware that Preston probably would not be the most exciting
place in'which to teach and live; but, after all, she had a job and felt that she

. would enjoy being on her own for the first time in her life. Preston was a little
town that had not kept pace with its rapidly changing environs. It was considered

a very traditional place. Still, Barb felt that she could get along with her present
college wardrobe of blue jeans and tee,shirts when she began teaching. She sur-

yélcome a teatEer who dressed ‘and acted
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PEfLﬂanlL 1ﬁd [‘nemﬂ} ahunl:d Bjrb J,rm,md lht S;hL‘Ol .J,nd afterhard thE}
discussed Hickory's philosophy, “Hickory,” he explained, “is a good, basic high
school—sort of a middle-of-the-road school, nothing fancy, you understand. That
ﬁ abgut all the p.jféms .md c’itizeng expmt of our s;hnul va begides t;aching,

5hE e:\:plamgd thmgg to Eg:b mu;h as Mr FIL!‘L h.zd etplamcd them Latér that
week, Barb met the remaining twenty-seven teachers at the general faculty meet-
ing. Of those, only three seemed to be younger than thirty, she thought, and
several appeared ready for retirement.

The first month passed rather quickly. Barb taught the junior and senior
English classes. She planned well, but 5EEi’nE‘d to have some’discipline problems.
The noise level in her class was a bit high. “Perhaps some of the newer mf:tht:tdﬁ
are the cause,” she thought, “The students just need to get used to me.” Barb

felt isolated from a” the teachers except the football coach who tried to encourage

her. “Don't worry,” he said, “‘they’ll settle down soon. Some of the boys on the
team mentioned that you were cute, an easy grade, and a good listener. Some even
mentioned that they thought you were their pal. Don't worry about some of the
old fuddy-duddy teachers and what they say.”

"Even though the coach’s intention was to encourage her, his relating the
footbill players’ comments was, in fact, discouraging and degrading to Barb’s
self-image as a teacher. During the next several weeks when things seemed to go
from bad to warse, Barb decided she néeded someone to talk to. She wanted to call
hume and tell her Father but LQUldﬂ t brmg herseIF to dn 50 because she thnught

Eupcrmtem,;nt Frost Vlléhi‘f’!éd empathehialiy to Barb’s story. Barb became
emotionally upset during their discussion. After she left his office, Dr. Frost
immediately called Mr, Pick and asked, “Jim, what’s the problem at Hickory?”
He then proceeded to tell Barb's story to Mr. Pick. ”I hope none of these things
has reached the community—you know how people talk,” Dr. Frost commented
further. Mr. Pick stated he had not been aware of the situation between Barb and
the other teachers, but he was aware of her discipline problems, Dr. Frost made
it Lle_.lr that he wnuld lxkl: thE situation lmpmved and that Barb §h hi re;:EiVE

w1th Barb’s Father

Questions for Thought and Discussion

1. Should Barb have been interviewed by Mr, Pick prior to being hired?

2. Do high school students wish for young teachers to dress and act on their
{the students’) level?

3. Would you use your father’s influence in getting a job? Why or why not?

4. What can a beginning teacher do to gain rapport with other teachers?

5. Did Dr. Frost react properly to Barb’s plight?

6. Should Barb have approached Mr. Pick with her problem(s)? Why or why
not?
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Prepare a list of items to include in 3 handbook for beginning teachers.

List possible do’s and dun’ts for the interactions of beginning teachers
with school administrative personnel,

30
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CHAPTER 3

Relationships

RELATIONSHIPS WITH STUDENTS -
Most people who enter the teaching profession at any level do so
largely becaus’e they have an Enthusiasm for wr;)rl-:ing with studemg Whil?

parents with GthEl’ teaihers, with pnntlpals and other admmlﬁtratars, with
SupEfViSDFS, with nnnacademii s'taFF aﬁd with tansultants to s'chocﬂ dis’tricts

étuder\t relatmnshxp is fundamental | in all teachmg situations and demand5
careful consideration. Regardless of what you may be teaching—art, music,
mathematics, social studies, physical education, English, biology, or a foreign
language—your teaching will be vastly more effective if you remember that,
first and foremost, you are teaching students.

What Are Today's Students Like? It is difficult to generalize about a
grcupi as large and dwerse as ’ tudays students' ; however, certain general

these assumph@ns is tha,t by the time typu:a,l six-year- D!ds reach fu'st grade,
they hzve been exposed to a much broader world than their counterparts of
several‘decades ago. Today’s first graders will typically have viewed about
9,000 hours of television by the time they turn six. They will typically have
lived in at least one other community by this age. About one-third of them
will come from homes in which either English is not the native language or
in which the primary dialect of communication in English is vastly different
fmm what is often called netwurls: standard” Enghsh that is, the Enrrﬁ oF
after that spckeru by the ﬂatu:m 5 power ehte Mariy of these students al-
though they speak English, speak in accordance with a grammatical frame-
work drastically d!FferEnt from that of so-called standard English. It is this
form of English to which they were earliest exposed, and it is this form of
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English they most often hear. It is the speech of the people they most love
and respect. Many first-grade students come from one-parent homes, where,
in many cases, the parent works. Most come from homes in which both
parents work.

By the time children reach the end of sixth grade, which for many is
the last elementary grade, they typically have viewed over 18,000 acts of
physical violence (murder, suicide, rape, assault) on television, and more in
movies. Violence neither surprises nor shocks them; rather, it is a fact of
life daily presented to them in a most appealing form. Many have reading
and ther digabilitiea which \xi“ st;md as signifi«:an't bnrriers to théir‘ [Enfi’l=

reahzmg these dlSJbllIhE‘gi will dmw into a shell Jnd bemme quiet, apathehg
students; others will act out their frustrations in ways that are actively
antisocial and disruptive. They may seek the status aforded by association
with a street gang. Literacy and other conventional learning skills are not
valued in street gangs. (See Jane W. Torrey, “Illiteracy in the Ghetto,”
Harvard Educational Review 40 [Fall 1970], pp. 256-58; and William Labov.
and Clarence Robins, “A Note on the Relation of Reading Failure to Peer-
Group Status in Urban Ghettos,” in Johanna 5. DeStefano, Language, So-
ciety, and Education: A Profile of Black English [Worthington, Ohio:
Charles A. Jones Publishing Company, 19731, pp. 312-23.) By joining such
gangs, many adolescents gain an identity and a kind of self-respect based -
on a value system alien to most schools and to large numbers of teachers.

If you teach in a middle-class or upper-middle-class setting, many of
these problems will be minimized. If you teach-in an urban setting, these
problems may be so intense that you will find yourself the victim of severe
culture shock.

Student Needs and Expectations. Regardless of what sort of teaching
situation teachers find themselves in, certain near-universals apply, al-
though there will inevitably be exceptions. Most young people are looking”
for guidance, and teachers are among those persons to whom they lock for
such guidance. If they receive more effective guidance during their school
experiences from people other than teachers, they may minimize the value
of the school experience for themselves and may withdraw from it at the
earliest opportunity. Because of this possibility teachers have an awesome
responsibility.

All human beings look for some sort of remgmtmn, something that
will distinguish them from their peers, something that can be appreciated
by. others. For most students, achievement in academic pursuits, in social
activities connected with school, in athletic programs, in drama, art, or
music brings the sort of recognition which spells acceptance within the
complex of activities that constitutes the school setting. However, those
who fail to find recognition within the school setting, must,.in order to live
with themselves, find it elsewhere. If mugging an older person makes an
adolescent seem féarless in the eyes of other adolescents, then the kid who
has been unable to gain recognition in school may, indeed, seek such anti-
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social recognition: and in so doing, such a kid may begin on a path of anti-
social behavior which will result in many destroyed lives. A

It is vital, therefore, that our schools and those who teach in them
devise wavs in which every student can have a feeling of satisfaction and
accomplishment about some aspect of his or her school performance. To
rob students of this kind of feeling is to alienate them from school and
from all that it represents. This is not to say that schools should not main-
. But various kinds of :
to be recognized as being of equal importance with other kinds of achieve-
ment. The student who cannot fathom the intricacies of long divisien or
who cannot read effectively is able to do some things. The teacher must
discover what these things are and must encourage students in them. Stu-
dents who are contributing to the class through their unique talents ulti-

tain high standards of achievem

comfort and confidence can begin to expand their abilities and become
increasingly effective in the school situation. Schools are now inclusive
rather than cxclusive institutions: while they remain se, each and every
student who passes -hrough them should be enabled to derive a degree of
satisfaction from his or her performance as a member of the school com-
munity. .

Superbright Students. If you are fortunate, some of your @ udents will
be smarter than you are. It happens to all of us. Plenty of our students

thinking so. However, some students are demonstrably brighter than their
teachers, and first-vear teachers need to be ready to cope with this situa-
tién which may at first be threatening and intimidating to them. If you, as
the teacher, allow v. 1= " to be threatened and intimidated by bright stu-
dents, vou may do them ad society a grave injustice. You may, out of
insecurity, put the si. i it down with sarcasm or cynicism. Or you may
just stand out of the paths of such students and allow them to shift for
themselves, thereby abrogating your role as teacher and doing the students
little good. i
It may be usefil t6 remember the following observations:

1. Ifiyou never have a student brighter than you are, there is
litfle hope for the progress of the human race. If all intel-
ligence reaches its pinnacle in one person, then human prog-
ress is at an end.

[ 2]

Although a student may clearly have more native intelligence
than you have, you have more training and experience than
such students and you are in a position to help them develop
intellectually.

3. Bright people are usually not bright in all things any more
than slow people are slow in all things. The slowest student
in your class may be in a position to teach the smartest student

')
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in vour class something—how to tie a trout fly, how to send
signals in Morse code, how to ouild a fire without matches, for
example. In any group of human beings, there is not one who
cannot be taught something by every other member of the
group.

4. Very often bright students are left so much to their own de-
vices that they go through school with very little of the direc-
tion and guidarice that other students receive. This neglect will
ultimately limit bright students to the point that they might
not come even close to realizing their potentials. When this
happens, the loss to society is great indeed.

5. You can make the difference for students who are brighter
than vou are by showing them the next step along the way in
their pursuit of knowledge.

Teachertalk. Students learn most and remember best what they have
learned when they are actively and directly involved in the learning process
as contributing members. Despite this fact, which has been well docu-
mented in reliable professional literature, extensive research has shown
that teachertalk dnmimte; most ::]assrc’mms Arnc Ee]]ac:k’s landmark re-

speakmg in the classraam is dane by teachers (The Lnguaqé Elf the Cla§5=

" room: Meanings Communicated in High School Teaching [New York: Insti-

tute of Psychological Research, Teacher’s College, Columbia University,
19651). Bellack classifies classroom talk into four major categories—solicit-
ing, responding, structuring, and reacting. Of the teachertalk analyzed by
Bellack and his associates, the largest amount (46.6 percent) was spent on
soliciting, followed by reacting (39.2 percent), followed by structuring
(7.7 percent), and responding (5.5 percent). Studenttalk, which constituted
less thah 20 péfiem of the tctal talk in clasg was rﬁgstly in thé Farm c:F
Eent) and Structurmg (1 S percent) traxlmg Far behmd
Implicit in these research findings are two basic indications:

1. Although teachers appear to invite student participation
through spending 46.6 percent of their time soliciting, they do
not get much student response, since students collectively talk
less than 20 percent of the time;

\!ﬁ..,_]‘

Most studenttalk is quite passive (i.e., it is in response to ques-
tions). Structuring and soliciting, which require a considerable
degree of initiative and action, are not frequent student activ-
ities in class. Structuring, which requires the greatest injtiative
(and can also lead to the most fruitful learning outcomes), is.
engaged in negligibly by the broad range of students in the
Bellack sample. ' _
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Reasons for Reticence. Teachers who wish to increase student involve-
ment in classroom activities would be well advised to read Carl Rogers's
Freedom to Learn (Columbus, Ohio: Charles E. Merrill Publishing Com-
pany, 1969), a book which makes cogent comments about the dynamics of
classroom discussion and gives helpful suggestions on the art of inquiry.
Other helpful resources are Mary Jane Aschner’s essay, “The Analysis of
Verbal Interaction in the Classroom,” in Theory and Rescarch in Teaching,
edited by Arno A. Bellack (New York: Teachers’ College, Columbia Uni-
versity, 1963); and “'The Inquiry Process in Learning,” which is chapter 6
in John M. Lembo’s Why Teachers Fail (Columbus, Ohio: Charles E. Merrill
Publishing Company, 1971).

[f students are reluctant to participate actively in the classroom setting,
teachers need to assess the reasons. A frequent one is that students are
afraid that they might say something foolish and be put down, thereby
losing face with their peers. Peer approval is important to most students—
indeed, to most people—and educational researchers have determined that
students around the fourth-grade level and again around the seventh-grade
level are particularly vulnerable to peer pressures. {See Paul Torrance’s
comments on this subject in Explorations in Creativity, Ross L. Mooney and
Taher A. Razik, eds. [New York: Harper and Row, 1967], p. 187.) In these
grades, students typically experience a marked decline in creativity, and
Paul Torrance asserts this is because ”’. . . young people are more concerned
about the evaluations of peers than of parents, teachers, and other authori-
ties. . . . Original ideas are common targets of peer pressures to conformity.”’
Realizing this situation, remember to treat student contributions seriously

TEACHER IGNORES STUDENT'S QUESTION

Fred Trumbore is in his first vear as a sodial studies teacher at Leonard Hall
Middle School in an industrial town in a northeastern state. His seventh-grade
class had been studying the founding of the United States and was well into a
lesson about George Washington's presidency when Buddy Payer raised his hand.

“Yes, Buddy, what i it?" Fred asked.

“Mr. Trumbare, why do you keep calling George Washington the father of
his country? I have this book at hame about the presidents and stuff like that that
says George Washington didn‘t have any kids.”

There were a ccuple of faint snickers, but Buddy did not smile. Fred pre-
tended not to hear the question and said to the class, “As [ was saying, George
Washington served two terms as President of the United States.”

When the class was over ten minutes later, Buddy came up to Fred and said,
"You dida’t answer my question, Mr. Trumbore. Don’t you know why Washing-
ton was called the father of his country either?”

Fred stared down at Buddy “and answered, “I didn’t answer your question
because it is a silly question. Case closed.” Buddy began to say something, but
before any words came forth, Fred repeated, “Case closed, Buddy, case closed.”
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Questions for Thought and Discussion
1. Do you think that Buddy asked his question seriously? Did his question
deserve an answer? ’

19

How might Fred have dealt with Buddy's quutmn other than the way he

did?

3. When other students snickered, how might Fred have involved them
creatively in the situation?

1. Might Fred have capitalized on the fact that Buddy has a book at ‘mrm:
about the presidents? How? :
Given this scenario, how might Fred have redeemed himself with Buddy

the next day without secming patronizing?

ham

Projects

1. Compose two or three naive questions related to your subject field and

decide how you might deal with them if they came from (a) a slow student
who is often disruptive in class; (b) a slow student who is usually cooper-
ative in class; (¢) a slightly above-average student whao is usually coopera-
tive in class: and (d) a new student who entered school vesterday, having
moved here from out of town.

o

With some friends, role-play the scenario, varying it so that (a) Fred
answers the question seriously; (b) Fred invulves other students in
answering the question; (¢) Fred tells Buddy in front of the class how
silly he !h!r’lks his question is; and (d) Fred tries to lead Buddy to answer
his own question

3. Analyze the dmlugue in the scenario, classifying each part as sﬂllutmg.
responding, structuring, or reacting.

Group Activitivs. Often students are unresponsive in class because
they find it intimidating to say something in front of twenty or thirly other
people. For some this might be almost like making a speech. However,
when a class of twenty-four students becomes a class consisting of six dis-
cussion groups with four students in each or four discussion groups with
six students in each, individual contributions are easier to make. Therefore,

it is desirable to involve students in group activity as a means of helping

them (1) to overcome their reticence and (2) to focus on matters relevant
to their class studies.

Initially, group work should be of brief duration and its focus should
be clear. Each student in each group must see that what the group is doing
is directly related to concerns of the class as a whole. In initial group
experiences, students are best assigned arbitrarily to their groups. The least
corifusion ensues if assignments are made according to where students sit:
”QOkay, the four of you in the back—Millie, Jim, Anita, and Lou—you are
group one. Move your chairs close together.” Circulate from group to group
during such activities, giving what help you can.

M
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are rmde omil\: P[JLE‘ a time hrmt on E,mup discussions Elther b\r manitor-
ing the time \Durbefl or b\ setting a Litchen timer (which is one of the
t&:.uher b;st frunds in thL‘ lessrﬂum) for ten or lnlun minutes. ALLLI‘.;fDH]

4

- TEACHER REPLANS GROUP ACTIVITY

Joarne Wells had taught O. Henry’s ' The Gift of the Magi” to her fifth-grade
students as a student teacher. She had always been fond of the story, but teaching
it was not one of the most striking successes in her student tm;hmg experience,
She had asked her students to read it for a given day
by Jﬁkmg “"How did you like “The Gift of the Mag .
on, 5h:‘ ptrsxsﬁd “You must have had some Fcelmgs about it. How many Gf you
read it?" All but a few hands went up. “So, how did you like it?”

Timidly, ene student responded, I thuught it was dumb.” Then there was a
chorus of “Yea! Me, too. [ think it's a-dumb story. Why can’t we ever read any-
thing good?”” Joanne was crushed; however, she decided to try “The Gift of the
Magi” again this year with her fifth graders but to approach it differently.

]mrme"s—. glasg has twenty- Fi\n, studeﬂts They are mcxperativ& y@unggters zmd

the l\ahp,l but not before telhng them a ll“lt bit abﬂut D Henry and a little bit
about what they might expect to find in this very short tale. She also explained
the title. She emphasized that the story was short enough to be read in a few
minutes.

The next day whtn two students were absent, Joanne made six groups from
the twenty-three students in attendance. Then she passed out to the students a
dittoed sheet with seven questions:

1. Does O. Henry plunge right into his story, or does he give you a great
deal of background information? What effect does this have on his story?

|2

When does the story take place, and why does the author select this time

of vear? Could the same story have been told at some other time of year?

Why or why not?

3. Evactlv what details do vou know about the husband in the story? Write
them down.

4. Exactly what details do vou know about the wife in the story? Write

them down.

“Exactly what details can you list about how the husband and wife live?

Write them down.
6. Who tells the story? What effect does this have on the way the story is

told?

I you finish discussing the question assigned to your group before the
time is up, go on to Question 7 and discuss it.
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An irony is something that has an outcome the opposite of what is
expected. For example, an unemployed man sells his car to buy food. The
next day he is offered a good job selling insurance by a company that
needs a salesman with hus own car. What ironies can you find in “The
Gift of the Magi”? How Joes the author use irony to develop his story!

After distributing the questions and assigning her students to groups, Joanne
said, pointing to each group as she made her assignments, “Group 1, work on the
first question; Group 2, work on the second question, etc, | am setting the timer
for tén minutes, so work fast.”

The groups began their work as Joanne started to move among them.

Questions for Thought and Discussion

1.

Ko

b

Why do you suppose loanne’s first attempt to teach “The Gift of the
Magi” was abortive? )

How would you react to students who, when asked how they like some-
thing, say they think it is dumb? Try to analyze your first emotions when
something like this occurs, and then consider whether or not you should
allow your students to be aware of these initial emotions.

If you had been teaching Joanne's first group of students, what would
you have done after students expressed their opinions about the story?
Should Joanne allow friends to work together? Why or why not?

What kinds of outcomes would you anticipate from Joanne's second
approach?

What should Joanne do if, when the timer goes off, her students want
more time? Think this question through and discuss it fully,

When the students reassemble as a class, how' might Joanne best proceed
to insure optimal discussion?

The next time you have a discussion in one of your classes, keep track
of the dynamics of the discussion for-five or ten minutes. You may wish

to make a chart roughly resembh,,_; g your classroom, drawing arrows to

indicate the direction of the discussion. The chart, which may grow quite

complex in five or ten minutes, will tell you whether you have a real
discussion under way or whether there is the semblance of discussion—
that is, the students and the teacher are talking, but two or three students
are dmng all the studenttalk. Also notice whether every contribution is

routed through you. If a discussion is really proceeding at the best

level, students may address each other father than you.

Compose four or five questions appropriate to your teaching situation
that might elicit such responses as Joanne elicited when she asked, “How
did you like “The Gift of the Magi'?”" Then compose a list of questions
which might elicit a more productive response. For example, what might
have happened if Joanne had begun by asking, “Do you know anyone
who has made a great sacrifice to give someone else a gift?” or “What do
you think O. Henry is trying to tell his readers in ‘The Gift of the
Magi'?” or "Have you ever %giﬁﬁced tn give someone something that the
persorn could not use? Tell us about it.’
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Discipline. The only discipline that is worth anything is the discipline
that comes from within that is based upon moral conviction. [f someone

- does not run a red light because a police car is near, the control is only

temporary. People who do not run red lights because they realize that
society has, for the benefit and safety of the majority, made laws which
prohibit them from doing so, will obey those laws whether or not anyone
is watching. We can restrain students from doing things they should not
do, but until they have been convinced that they must act according to
certain precepts and prescriptions of their society, their behavior is likely
to be erratic.

Corporal punishment provides teachers with an immediate and direct
way of dealing with infractions of rules by students. When it is used, how-
ever, the teacher is usually admitting defeat and is essentially saying, *'I
just can’t think of any rational way to handle this situation.” If the aim of
tainly it should be, then acts of unacceptable behavior should be dealt with
in such a way that students understand why a given action is unacceptable
and undesirable. Corporal punishment, while it communicates gdissatisfac-
tion and disapproval, usually does not set students on a course of altering
their behavior in such a way that they will not again commit the infraction
for which they are being punished. The most persuasive argument against
corporal punishment is inefficiency. It is used to achieve outcomes which
it seldom succeeds in achieving, If it serves any purpose, it is that of allow-

defenseless., Mature people do not find it necessary to engage in such
behavior.

TEACHER LEAVES CLASSROOM FOR EMERGENCY

Josie Royce, a first-year art teacher who works on a rotating basis in two
elementary schools, was at the Hazel Wiggins Elementary School for the after-
noon, She was using Ms. Pendleton’s classroom because it is equipped with a sink
where students can wash out their paint brushes and obtain water for their water-
colors. Josie's first class of the afternoon was a fourth-grade group. Normally
their regular classroom teacher would have stayed with them; however, she was
not feeling well, and Josie suggested that she might go to the Teachers’ Lounge
and resi. She appreciated this and, thanking Josie, did so.

Josie began by showing students how to achieve perspective in a work of art.
This instruction took about fifteenn minutes. Then she had each student o to the
sink, take a paper cup, and fill it with water, as she distributed sets of watercolors
and some paper to each desk. Just as this preliminary activity neared completion,
a voice on the loudspeaker announced, “Ms. Royce, there is a green Ford on the
parking lot with its lights on, and we think it-is yours. The doors are locked.”

Josie replied, “Thank you. I will §0 eight out and turn the lights off.” She then
turned to the class and said, “'I will be right back. You have everything you necd
to begin your work. Just start your drawings.”
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““after by a nu

It took Josie three to four minutes to run her errand and return. As she neared
the las=room, she heard noise coming from within, Upon opening the door, she
was suddenly in the midst of a waterfight, Several students were drenched and
some had great smears of watercolor on their clothing. Josie screamed at the top
of her lungs, “Sit down this instant! Who is responsible for this? Evervone of
veu is going to stav here until this mess is cleaned up it it takes until six o'clock.
This is disgraceful! What kind of children are you?”

Questions for Thought and Discussion
1. How might Josie have handled the problem about her car lights without

risking the sort of situation that ensued?

(2]

If a teacher has to leave a classroom for some emergency, what measures
van be taken to minimize the risks?
3. Did Josie react maturely to the situation she found upon her return to
4. Might the secretary in the school office have done anything to prevent the
difficulties that occurred?
5. Think through the scenario, carrying it on to the point that Josie deals
with it as maturely as possible.
.

6. Should students ever be left alone in the classroom:

Projects

1. Find out whether your school has any stated policy about leaving students
unsupervised even for short periods of time,

Find out whether your school has a policy about requiring students to stay

after school as a punishment.

Tt

3. Let us assume that a child had been injured while Josie was out turning
off her car lights. Who would have been legally responsible for that
injury? Does your school have a policy regarding this sort of situation?

3

TEACHER DEALS WITH BICKERING STUDENT

May is not the easiest teaching month, particularly if one is teaching seniors.
School is not on their minds; graduation is. Millie Gill, a first-year science teacher
at Jesse O. Wolfe Senior High School, dreaded meeting her anatomy class, 40
percent of whose twenty-seven students were graduating seniors, Those who were
going to college had been admitted. Those who were not going to college were job
hunting. School was taking a back seat in their lives, and their attitude was taking
its toll among the sophomores and juniors in the class.

One of Millie’s major problems was that students simply were not doing
their homework aszignments. She could not let the seniors get away with this
practice and still hope to get work from the others. She felt that her class was
falling apart. Finally, she decided to play her trump card in an effort to turn the
situation around.

Mac Shoemaker, one of the school’s football heroes who had been sought
er of colleges and universities and had accepted admission to
the state university, had not done his assignments for weeks and had received a
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failing grade on the last examination. Millic thought that she might turn the class
sround by making an cxample of Mao B0, when she called on him and he
responded, “Ms. Gill, can | go down to the oftice and see it my class picture is
ready vet? I'm supposed to take it and have it framed thi- afternoon,” she pressed
him by =aving. "No, Mo u may not leave the Jdass D want an answes to my
guestion.”

Muac persisted, “Aw, Cmon, M. Gill. Let me go and pet my pictures.”

“The yuestion, Ma, The question. It was in the chapter that you read for
last might. If vou look at the diagram you were asked to draw, the answer should
be obyvious,”

“You're mean, Ms. Gill. Why are vou buggin’ me like this? You usta like

v

me, .
“May [see vour diageam, Mac?” she asked.
1 forgot it. It's in my locker. Can [ go and get it Mac responded.
“No, Mac, Instead you may report here at 3:10, and 1 will have a good two
hours” work for vou to Jdo. You are going to make up your work or pay the
penalty. You could fail this course, vou know, and not be graduated.”

Mac shouted, T can't stay. [ ride the school bus. 1 have to help my brother
work on his car today.”

“Three ten, Mac. [ will call your family and tell them to expect you home
around five thirty. )

Five thirty! How will I get home? I'll have to hitchhike and that's danger-

“Fiv
ous.” -

““Three ten, Mac. [ will drive vou home.”*Ms. Gill then turned to the chalk-
board and wrote, "Mac Shoemaker, Detention, 3:10, May 9.7

Questions for Thought and Discussion
4

1. Bickering is a favorite pastime of some sh
in the field of school discipline, war ever argue with a kid. You'll
lose—and they lose in the long run.” (See Newsweek, July 10, 1978, p. 69.)
Canter suggests that instead of debate, .the “broken record” approach
should be employed—repeat the same thing (“Three ten, Mac”) over and
over again. Do you think that Ms. Gill handled this situation in such a
way that bickering was minimized?

1

Might Ms. Gill have aveided this whole situation by making some sp
provision for the seniors in her class during the last two months o
wchool? What are some provisions she might have made? Would she hav
had to clear any of these arrangements with her administrators?

3. Having carried things this far, should Ms. Gill have Mac serve his
detention in her classroom? VWhy or why not?

4. Should anv school personnel be informed that Mac has been given this

detention? Why or why not? -

Should Ms. Gill have volunteered to drive Mac home? Why or why not?

How else might she have handled the problem of seeing that Mac had a

way home? :

Ty

6. Was Ms. Gill wise to threaten Mac with failing the course? Could sh
carry through on this threat in a typical public high school?

1. All teachers are called upon to evaluate student performance, to give
grades. List four or five things thal grades should communicate. List some
- nonacademic things that grades often do communicate.
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Te——promjse m:nf to tell anynne else?”’

2. .Even though you sfay not be teaching seniors, there are times when alter-

native activities”will benefit your students. Think of as many alternative

#9é-asJou can for students in your classes. Remember that each
altematwe should provide a legitimate learning experience but should be
- tailored to the needs, interests, and abilities of individual students.

3. If you were Ms. Gill, what would you try to achieve with Mac if he
‘comes for the detention? How would you deal with the situation if he
does not show up?

. Keeping Confidences. Everyone needs someone in whom to confide.
Students often turn to the teachers they like best as confidantes. On the
one hand, this is flattering and may seem to be in the students’ best inter-
ests. However, teachers must be aware of the hazards involved. If a student
asks to tell you something in complete confidence and you promise that the
revelation will remain confidential, you have a responsibility to the student
to keep it s0. IF you F;ul to da 50, your \fredxbxlxty and hcmar are at stake

gwen thhaut breakmg the canfxdente Thgrefare, if a student requests that
you listen to a problem and keep it cgmpletely confidential, your most
“honest .answer should be, ”I cannot promise that without knowing what
you want to tell me. [ can only promise you this: I will not be shocked; I
will not use my knnwledge of what you are going to tell me to embarrass
you; and I will do everything I can to help you with your problem.” Stu-
dents usually reveal deep confidences because they want help and do hct

know where to turn. The suggested answer offers precisely what they need
and want, although they may not realize consciously that this is the case.

Ms: ]Dnes is Leona’s fa\ﬂ:nte teacher. Althaugh Leona had intended to take

" only typing, she enjoyed Ms. Jones's typing class so much that she signed up for

shorthand, and she is-doing very well because she gives more of her time to this
class than to anything else she is studying. Although Leona has not been falling
down in her work,-something about her has been leFEfEﬁt for the past two or
- three weeks. She was somehow troubled and seemed more withdrawn and quiet
than she Farmerly was.

Sy right after the fnuﬂh permd shnrthand class Ms. Jones thaught it best not to
- mention the change in Leona or to ask her about it. It might be teenage mﬂndmess,

and Ms.*Jones thought it would pass.

~  One day, however, Leona lingered after class, helping Ms Jones to put some
books away. As she was doing so, she closed: the classfoom door, turned to Ms,
Jones, and said, “I need to tell you something imppftant. If I tell you, will you

- _E_
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Ms. Jones, taken by surprise, retorted, “Of course, Leona. You know that
anything you tell me will stop with me. What is it?”” Ms. Jones expected to hear
that Leona was infatuated with a boy who didn’t know she existed, a typical
problem for a fifteen-year-old girl. But instead, Leona said, “Well, you know, Ms.
Jones, my Daddy left us a while back.”

“Yes, | remember your telling me that, Leona. You must miss him.”

“Well, we're getting along. But my Mama’s brother moved in with us a
month ago, and Mama says it sure does help with the expenses. It’s hard for her
working nights at the hcspxtal and trying to run the house and keep the family
going the rest of the nme

“1 imagine it is,” Ms. Jones responded. 1 admire anyone who can do that.
But what is your problem? Don’t you and your uncle get along well?”

“Oh, yes, We get along okay. He’s nice to me. He buys me things and takes

-me to the movies. But—well, I feel silly talking about it to you .. .”

“Talking about what?"
Leona shifted positions. She stared at the floor and said, “Well, it's just that
" 5he slouched down and stared at the ceiling.

“Yes?” Ms. Jones Enccuraged ‘What?”’

“Well,” said Leona, again shifting position and looking out the windows,
“he tickles me a lot.”

“Oh, and you don't like being tickled? I know how that is. I hate it myself,”
Ms. Jones volunteered.

“Well, it’s not just that,” Leona said. “You promise you won't ever tell on

** she pressed.

"‘I have promised, Leona,” Ms. Jones reminded her.

“Well, ma’am,” stammered Leona, trembling, “he wants to mess around at
night when my Mama’s working. You know what I mean?”’

“Oh, Leona, you poor baby ” said Ms. Jones, putting her arm around the
girl who was now sobbing. “How terrible for you. We have to talk to your
counselor about this. We have to get you help

Leona jumped up and pulled back. “No!” she screamed. “"No! You pramxsed

you wouldn’t tell anyone, You can’t tell, you can't.’

Queshuns for Thought and Discussion

1. Given the total situation, how can Ms. Jones best help Leona at this pmnt

without having Leona feel betrayed? -

2. When Leona asked for a second promise of confidentiality, might Ms.

. Jones have proceeded in some other way that would have led to a more
pr@ductive and desirable outcome? How?

that thmgs had gone that fa,r how else might Ms, Jgnes have reacted ‘and
responded?

4, Shculd a teaiher whq: receives mfnrn' titm su:h as Ms. JDnes receivecl

pmm:se?

6. Do you think that Ms. Jones should confront Leona’s uncle with what

a she has been told? Do you think she should see Leona’s mother to discuss

the matter?
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Projects _

1. Find out whether your school has a policy regarding teacher contacts
with parents. That is, in a situation similar to the one described, would
you be in violation of a school rule if you worked directly with the
family and told school officials nothing about the matter?

2. List five common matters about which students might approach you and
ask that you treat the matter with complete confidentiality.

Don’t Tempt Students to Steal. Be careful of your belongings. Purses
and wallets that are not carried on your person should be stored in a locked
closet or in a desk drawer, preferably locked. Other valuables and money
collected for school lunches and the like should be kept in the most secure
place possible. If temptation is not present, thefts will be minimized. It
certainly is not fair to students for teachers to leave money and valuables
out where anyone can pick them up. One person may do the stealing, but
the suspicion which may be cast upon a whole class in such a situation is
demoralizing and, if care is exercised, can be avoided.

TEACHER'S WATCH DISAPPEARS

Andy Law was just reaching into an aquarium in which he kept aquatic
worms when someone knocked on his door. He went to answer the knock, stepped
outside to talk with the vice-principal who needed to ask him something, and
came back into the room within one minute. Returning to the aquarium, he noticed
that his new digital watch, which he had set down on the table on which the
aquarium was resting, was missing, ' '

Andy turned to the class and said, “Okay, guys, a joke is a.joke, but I want
my watch back. My wife gave it to me as an éngagement gift. She’ll kill me if I
lose it. I'm going down to the Teachers’' Lounge and drink one bottle of soda.
Then I am coming back. | want that watch on my desk when I get here. See ya.”

Andy did as he said, and when he returned to the room, his watch was on
his desk. He said, “Thanks, guys,” stuck the watch in his pocket, and returned
to the aquarium.

Questions For Thought and Discussion

1. What did Andy do after his watch was returned that would have pre-
vented the problem in the first place?

2. Do you think that Andy handled this situation in the best way possible?
How else might he have handled it? What might the results have been?

3. If Andy’s school had an ironclad rule that teachers may. not leave classes
unattended,” how might Andy have handled the situation without maxi-
mizing it?
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4. Andy gambled and won. But suppose he had returned to the classroom
to find that his watch had not been returned? How might he have pro-
ceeded then, and with what anticipated results? ,

5. Do you think that Andy made a mistake in not discussing the situation
with his students after he got his watch back? Should anyone have been
punished? Discuss fully.

6. Do you think that Andy’s telling the students where he got his watch
increased the possibility of its being returned?

Projects
1. What is your school’s policy about classroom theft? If a theft is reported
to the office, must it be in writing? Must the police be involved?

[

If you have insurance on your household goods, you may be covered
against a loss of this sort under the “Mysterious Disappearance” clause
which some policies contain. Check to see see whether your insurance
includes this coverage; see what the provisions of the coverage are; and,
if you find- that you are not covered, check with your insurance agent to
see how you might receive such coverage.

What Students Expect from Teachcrs. Remember that students have
expectations about you. Among their expectations are the following:

1. Teachers will offer leadership and guidance.

2. Teachers will respect students sufficiently to demand that they do
their best.

Teachers will be fair and unbiased in their dealings with students.

3
4. Teachers
5. Teachers will be clear in stating what they expect of students.
6

Teachers who remember these basic expectations will probably have
good and rewarding relationships with their students and will find immense
satisfaction in these relationships.

RELATIONSHIPS WITH PARENTS -

Some parents may be a source of concern to beginning teachers, many
of whom suffer from an understandable insecurity and self-doubt during
the earliest stages of their professional careers. Other parents—by far the
majority—are supportive and understanding people who can be of great
help to the teacher who is finding his/her way professionally. The best
school situations exist where teachers, administrators, and parents work
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together in close harmony, understanding, and cooperation. Beginning
teachers are not always sure that they have the ability to contribute to the
sort of harmony which results in a productive teaching situation.
Children’s First Teachers. By the time children reach school, they have
had many teachers and they have learned more than half of all they will

ever know, no matter. liow Efteﬁsive their Formal educations are to be. They_

longed and consistent teachmg from their parents, or 5ugh Surr_ogate pars
ents as they may have been exposed to in their first three or four years of
life. They have learned a variety of specific behaviors which are readily
apparent: speaking, obeying, answering, counting, observing. They have
also learned many more subtle lessons relating to moral codes, values sys-
tems, subconscious or unconscious reactions, means by which to have their
needs fulfilled and their desires satisfied.

Some students come to school reflecting the codes, prmclples, and
language patterns of the dominant society because their role models—par-
ents, surrogate parents, siblings—have been members of that society.
Others come to school reflecting the codes, principles, and language pat-
terns of societies which are somewhat foreign to their teachers and mani-
festing behaviors which their teachers find difficult to understand. When
such is the case, it is easy for teachers, and particularly for teachers with
minimal experience, to rush to judgments which can substantially color
their attitudes toward some of their students and which can build barriers
between them and the students they are trying to teach.

At this point it should be helpful to remember that the behaviors and
values which your students-exhibit have usually been learned within the
family structure. To condemn these behaviors and values is to condemn
the institution out of which they have grown, the family. Whether students
have had good or bad teaching within the family is really not a guestion
to bE debated SEudents reach teaihers at a g:ven developmental stage.

deve]opmental stage at whl,x:h ‘their students are and attempt to wark
intelligently and nonjudgementally from that point.
Uﬂdérstﬂndirzg Pﬂf&‘ﬂfs Whi]e few gerneralizaticns are 1@0 pEft‘fEﬂE

ing parents “Two generahzatmns regardmg parental attltudes toward \‘:hll-

dren should spring to mind when dealing with parents, particularly when

dealing, as you may sometimes be, with hostile or highly critical parents:
1. Most parents regard their children as their most precious asset.

2. Most parents want their children to succeed, although their defini-
tion of success - may be at wide variance from that of the individual
teacher, the school, the community, and the dominant society.

Teache’r’s at a'll levels will dea’l more eFFeictively with parents i? the’y

i:t:ﬂpéfatmn orina Etate QF Vltrmhr: dlspleasure are, by thEnr very presence,
showing that they have an active interest in their children and in the edu-
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cation of these children. This is a very positive base upon which you can
try to build the bridges which must exist between teachers and parents if
the educational situation is to be ideal.. '

How to Handle Complaints and Quiestions. Angry parents are reacting
protectively, possibly about something that they do not fully understand
or possibly about something that has been misrepresented to them. Your
first job is to ascertain the parent’s specific complaint or question and then
in a calm and rational way to try to answer the complaint or question. The
student involved, as well as the parents, should in some cases be present at
parent-teacher meetings. If it is apparent that the parents have received a
distorted version of something the teacher has said to the student or to the
class, the student should be asked to retell his or her version to the parents
with the teacher present At thxs pamt 1E the distartmn pers:sts du not Caﬂ

atmn puts such Students in an awkward pasmon However, it I’nay be that
substantiation from other students should be given in private to a school
administrator in your presence.

Administrators’ Roles in Parent-Teacher Conferences. School adminis-
strators (principals,’ vice-principals, department heads) and support staff -
(counselors, subject matter supervisors, school psychologists, school nurses)
can be a valuable asset to you during conferences with parents. No begin-
ning teacher should be expected to-have conferences with parents—except
at times when all parents are invited to school to talk with teachers as part -
of a school-wide activity—unless a principal,  vice-principal, department
chairperson, subject matter supervisor, counselor, or some other designated
staff member is present. In many cases, the student invelved should -alse
be present uniess the parent needs to feveal confidential ’infarmatian abi:ut
that a child is diabetic and should n‘at be gwen sweets in class, or that a
child has a heart murmur which might cause difficulties during strenuous
physical activity. If the child is sensitive about such a condition, it would
be best that he or she not be included in such a conference. Consider the
following case study and think through or discuss with another teacher
the questions that follow. : B

PARENTS UPSET BY READING ASSIGNMENT

Adele Parsons has been teaching English at Midway Senior ‘High School for -
three months. She was asked one day to come to her vice-principal’s office to
meet with the parents of one of her eleventh-grade students. As soon as her third-
period class was over, she went to the vice-principal’s office since fourth period is
her lunch break.

Mr. Forbus, the vice-principal, meet her at the door to the main office, asked
her into his office, and told her, “Mr. and Mrs. Martin are in the conference room
waiting to talk with us. They are upset because Robin brought home a copy of
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Catcher in the Rye and said that she was'reading it for an English assignment.
I have just looked over the syllabus that you filed in the office and notice that
you list Catcher in the Rye.as one of six books that might be read in fulfillment
of the requirement to read a novel during this marking period. Did Robin talk
with you about her selection?” ’

Adele replied, “No, I don’t recall that she talked with me specifically about
the book, but I introduced each book on the list to the class. I told my class that
the language in two of the books, which [ clearly identified, might be offensive to
some students and that | expected them to exercise judgment in choosing a book
which would be right- for them. I specifically warned them about Catcher in the
Rye, because | know it has caused difficulties in other schools. But it is on our
approved list of alternate readings for eleventh grade, isn’t it?”

“Yes, Ms. Parsons, it is on our alternate list, and you appear to have pro-
ceeded with good professional judgment in introducing the book. Also, you did
file your syllabus, so, thankfully, we knew what you were teaching and were not
taken completely by surprise,” Mr. Forbus answered. He continued, “If you would
like me to, I will handle the situation from here. But frankly, T would really like
you to meet with the parents and try to explain the matter to them yourself.”

“I am perfectly willing to do that,” Adele replied, “but I would like you and
Robin to be present.” _ : : :

“That's fine with me. [ will send for Robin.”

Questions for Thought and Discussion
1. Did Ms. Parsons show good professional judgment in agrecing to meet
with the parents after Mr. Forbus had given her an out? Why or why not?
What might be accomplished by having Robin present for the meeting
between Ms. Parsons and Robin’s parents? Do you see any disadvantages
to Robin’s presence? :
3. Do you think that schools have the right to teach controversial books or
controversial theories such as evolution? Discuss the arguments for' and

against the use of such materials in public schools.

\!»J‘

4, Do you think that Ms. Parsons is on solid ground in the way in which
we are told she dealt with Catcher in the Rye? Give specific instances
to support your argument.

Projects
1. Draw up a list of guidelines that you think might help you in dealing
with controversial material within your own subject area(s). )
2. With some friends, role-play the meeting between Ms. Parsons and -
Robin’s parents, with Ms. Parsons on the offensive: “I know you are
concerned parents, but I want to know what training you have in literary
analysis. A large number of professors at major universities think that
‘Catcher in the Rye is appropriate reading for senior high school students.
Are you going to tell me that you know more about literature than they
~ do?" Now role-play with Ms. Parsons in a more reasonable stance: I can
understand your concern, but first, tell me what specific objections you
have to this book. Have you read the whole book, or are your objections
just to some parts that you have read? Are you aware that my students
were allowed to read one book from a list of six in order to complete this
assignment?”’ _ ‘
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. Ambitious Parents. Many parents are ambitious for their children.
They fret if the English teacher encourages free writing or creative dra-
matics rather than grammar drill or spelling. They feel that the social
studies teacher who involves a class in playing games like Diplomacy or
Tripoli is wasting precious time during which factual information—names,
dates, tfeaty prav:smns—mlght be taughtg lasmg s:ght of the Fact that

enable them to understand and apply the larger elements whu:h motivate
political and social development. In short, many parents—even the best
educated—may not understand: the inquiry method of teaching which has -
been used with considerable success since Socrates elicited from the slave
boy Meno, through skillful questioning, an enunciation of the Pythagorean
theorem.

Teachers dealing with apprehensive parents cannat very well suggest,
without appearing condescending, that they go out and read the Platonic
dialogue (The Meno) which recounts the lesson noted, although this is a
dialogue which teachers might well read and periodically reread. Rather,
you need to understand and appreciate parental concerns and need to be
prepared to explain a teaching method which begins with student interest
and enthusiasm and leads ultimately to a mastery of factual material as
well as to the development of an ability to understand principles which
can, once understood, enable students to cope with new sets of facts and
with new complexes of situations. Put in rudimentary terms, if students in
the primary grades are taught that two-apples plus two apples equals four

“apples but cannot transfer that information to the abstract level (two of
‘anything plus two of anything equals four of something), the learning

experience has been very limited. Students who léarn, let us say, the pro-
visions of the Monroe Doctrine but are not encouraged to think of the
Dm:trme aﬁd its pmvlsmns in terms DF the recent F‘anama ianal agreement

the test on the Monroe Doctrine. Students wha have rQlEsplayed the Pan-
ama Canal debates after having been exposed to the provisions of the

‘Monroe Doctrine, even though they are engaged in a game-like activity

during class time, are being forced to use their information rather than
merely to store it. Most parents can be made to understand such learning, '
provided a patient teacher can explain it lucidly and convincingly.

It may be useful in situations like this to invite parents to attend a
class or two to see what is going on. H wever, before parents attend a class,
it wciuld be helpful to bnef them on tie substance af what is gmng on as

est and staunﬁhest allnes when ather parents mnsunderstand what is gmng

“on. The first function of teachers is that of helping people to understand

things.. People in this context does not mean only students, although it
includes them: it means parents, other teachers, members of the community,
administrators, and school staff as well.
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PARENTS UPSET BY FIRST GRADER'S INABILITY TO READ

Murial Stromberg is a first-year teacher at the Ashley E. Wolfe Elementary
School where she teaches first-grade students. Late in January, the parents. of
Michael Sills asked to see her after school one day at her convenience. A date was
set, but not before Muriel ascertained that Michael’s parents were concerned
because their son was not yet able to read. Muriel’s principal, who has a master’s
degree in reading, agreed to sit in on the conference which took place in Muriel’
classroom at 3:15 in the afternoon. )

After polite introductions, Michael’s mother volunteered, “We don't like to
complain, Ms, Stromberg—in fact, we're not complaining. We are just worried.
Michael has been in school since September, and he still can’t read.”

“I can understand your concédrn,” Ms. Stromberg replied, “but I am sure you
realize that children learn at different rates and that, even though Michael has
not yet learned to read, he is showing above-average ability at other things such
as drawing and music.”

“But he won't be able to make a living at drawing and music,” <the mother
retorted. “We want to see Michael make something of himself, go to college, and
study for a profession. He can’t use drawing and music for that, can he, dear?”

Mr. 5ills nodded and mumbled, “No, no. I guess he can't.”

An uneasy silence ensued. .

The principal interjected, “1 am sure that Ms. Stromberg does not mean to
imply that drawing and music are all that Michael will be taught in the first

_ grade, do you Ms. Stromberg?”

“Of course not. But right now Michael seems tense and nervous when he
tries to read, and I think it is best to let him develop a little more self-confidence
by working on things that he enjoys and can do well. Most of the children in
Michael’s room are reading, and I am sure that Michael will be reading very soon.”

“But that is just the point,” the mother responded. “The other children are

: réadingi and Michael isn't. Why should this be?”

“Not all the other children are reading; some of them, like Michael, are not
ready yet. But every day they are making progress; and if they are not forced
into reading before they are ready, they will learn to read more quickly once
they start.”

“Well, we don't care about the other children who can’t read. Maybe they

‘aren't going to college. But Michael is, and he has to learn to read.”

Mr. Sills nodded and remained silent. )

“And he will,” Ms. Stromberg assured them. “In order that you understand
some of the things we are doing, [ wish that one or both of you could come and
sit in on Michael’s class when we have our Parents’ Day, so that you can have a
more complete picture of how the class operates and of the sorts of skills that
every child is learning.” -- .

"“I want to do that,” Ms. Sills replied. “But couldn’t I come sooner and
observe for part of the day?” :

The principal answered, “Before Ms. Stromberg answers that request, per-
haps we should consider whether it would make Michael feel awkward or embar-
rassed to have you attend the class when no other parents are in attendance.”

Mr. Sills said, “That’s a good point. We don’t want to embarrass the kid.
That would only make things worse.”

Questions for Thought and Discussion

1. If Ms. Stromberg’s principal had not been able to attend the conférence,

who else might she have asked to be with her? ’

2. Do you think that Michael should have been present at the conference?
Why or why not?

b
M
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3. If y@qrh.ﬁve a conference with both parents and one parent does most of
the talking, is it wise to try.to bring the other parent into fuller partici-
pation? How might Ms. Stromberg have done 50 in this situation? Might
the principal have made an effort to involve Mr. Sills?

4. If Mr. Sills had been involved more fully in the conferencz, do you think
its tone might have been somewhat different? Defend your answer.

5. Was Ms. Stromberg’s principal diplomatic and supportive of the teacher
in this conference? Explain.

6. Was Ms. Stromberg wise to encourage the parents to come to Parents’
Day? - ' .

7. Having had this conference, do you think Ms, Stromberg should put more
pressure on Michde] to get him to.read? Discuss fully.

Projects
1. List three academic skills that you think most students should have by
the time they finish first grade, ’
2. List four social skills that you think most students should have by the
time they finish first grade.

PARENT UPSET BY TEACHING METHOD

Stewart Bennett teaches algebra and geometry at Technical High School. He
knows the principles of the new mathematics and also has a good background
in more traditional approaches. He himself learned geometry by memorizing
theorems and their proofs; often he did not really understand the theorems he had
learned in any operational way; but with the theorems memorized and their proofs
in mind, he could do well on his tests in the subject. Although he had received an
A in his high school geometry course, it was not until he studied drafting,
mechanics, and some basic architecture courses that he really began to understand
how and why geometry works.

Therefore, as an enthusiastic first-year teacher, Stewart decided to teach

. geometry from an inquiry base; he decided to work from actual problems to which

students can relate in their daily lives rather than to use a textbook during the
first three months of the course. He intends to introduce the textbook after the
Thanksgiving holiday, by which time he expects his students to have learned
inductively most of what they need to know about the relationships which are
presented in the form of theorems in the geometry textbook.

Late in October, Stewart was called to his principal’s office. The father of
one of his students, Karen Johnson, was present when Stewart arrived on the
scene. After the two were introduced, the principal said, “Mr. Bennett, Mr. John-
son has come to talk with me and to express his concern that you are nearly two
months into the geometry course and have not yet used a textbook or taught.any

theorems or proofs. I don’t know what to tell him. Our records show that you.

have been issued textbooks for the course. Do you have them in your possession?”

_ Stewart answered, “'Yes, sir, | have them and I plan to issue them after the
Thanksgiving vacation when the students have . . .”
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“After the Thanksgiving vacation!” Mr. Johnson interrupted. “That's the
silliest thing I ever heard of. They'll be better than halfway through the course
by then, and they won’t know any geometry.” . ,

*Actually, Mr. Johnson, Karen knows a great deal of geometry. In fact, she
is one of my strongest students and seems to be headed for a solid A in the course.
She...” '

I don't care about the A in the course!” Mr. Johnson retorted. /1 want her
to learn something. What kind of standards do you have?”

“1 think I have quite high standards,” Stewart protested. I want my stu-
dents to understand the workings of geometry before they begin to memorize
theorems. Understandings are what I am trying to teach, not facts isolated from
reality.” : .

“Mr. Bennett, please try to be calm,”~the principal intervened. “We will
discuss this fully after Mr. Johnson leaves. Meanwhile, Mr. Johnson, [ will promise
you that Mr. Bennett will be using the books we have provided for him, beginning
with-tomorrow’s class. I share your concern. I am no mathematician, but 1 will
have high standards maintained in any school that I run or know the reason why.
Thank you for calling this matter to my attention.” :

Questions for Thought and Discussion

1. Did the principal show good judgment in calling Mr. Bennett to his
office while the parent was sitting there? ' '

2. Seeing the initial situation, could Mr. Bennett have acted differently from
she way he did? Might he have done anything earlier to forestall the sort
of situation which the meeting with Mr. Johnson became? If so, explain.

3. The principal served a judgmental rather than a mediating function in
this scenario. How might he have been a mediator rather than a judge?
Could Mr. Bennett have helped him to assume a mediating role? How?

4. Should Mr. Bennett have requested that the matter not be discussed on
the spur of the moment but that a future conference be arranged? If so,
who should have attended the future conference? Why?

5. Did the principal have the right to make promises in Mr. Bennett's name?
How would you have reacted to the principal’s last portion of dialogue

Projects

1. Write a brief note to your principal defending an unusual teaching
method that you wish to employ in a class you are teaching. Be sure to
describe the method, the anticipated outcomes, the length of time that you
expect to use this method, and a rationale for its use.

2. You have decided to teach your course in an unusual way and you want
parents to be informed. Write an open letter to parents of the students
involved telling them what you plan to do, how you plan to do it, what
advantages this approach might have, and inviting their questions, com-
ments, and visits to some sample classes.
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Tem:her=1ruhatsd chrzferences Sometimes you wdl need to call one or
both parents to school to discuss a student’s behavior or academic progress.

- For such conferences, it is advisable that an appropriate administrator or

staff member attend. In such conferences, specifics should be presented and
concrete suggestions made to the parent(s), with pc551bly some of the sug-
gestions in writing. :

Ir is well to take into accaunt the parents wcrk schedules aﬁd arrange

Séttmg up the conference by telephane is a goﬂd u:lea If the chFerEnce
concerns a student of secondary school age (about thirteen or above),
serious thought may be given to including the student in the meeting. -

Summary. If teachers and parents fail to get along, often the problem
is one of communication. Concerned parents are showing an interest in

their children. You may want to explain what is going on in class and

provide pertinent information for them.

Sometimes parents see school administrators before they see teachers.
Therefore, school administrators need information about what is going on
in the school. When such information is not available, administrators may
be taken by surprise when a complaint is lodged and may have no rational
basis on which to defend the teacher in question.

You can help to enlist”the support of parents if you send them occa-
sional mimeographed newsletters describing some of the .class activities.
Such messages will keep, lines of communication open between teachers
and parents. When practical, newsletters might be prepared every six to
eight weeks and sent home with students. A copyof each newsletter should
be on file in the main office so that school administrators have easy access
to it when necessary,

Reémember that anger in an interview situation accomplishes nothing,
No matter how unreasonable a parent may seem, the only:way to work"
toward needed understandings is through clear explanations of what is
going on and through the presentation of valid professional justifications
for the teaching techniques and materials employed.

Avoid, if possible, making vague accusations about students. ““Johnny
is disruptive in class” is not very descriptive. It is much more convincing to
be able to present an anecdotal record which chronicles some of the dis-
ruptive things that Johnny has done:

©/7  Refused to work on homework. Bothered students around
him so that they could not work.
9/18 Exploded a firecracker in his desk Note sent to counselor.

9/19 Tore a page out of his book wherl told he must do an
assignment.

10/1 Threw another student’s notebook out the window. Given
a detention.

10/3 Failed to appear for detention.

53

s —



Q

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

.
-
|

l
RELATIONSHIPS WITH OTHER TEACHERS

Teachers are usually gregarmus people, humanitarian in nature and
sensitive to others. The best schools are those in which teachers get along
well together and. work cooperatively in the teaching/learning situation. -
Sometimes extremely close and sustained cooperation develops, as in team
teaching. Sometimes the cooperation is merely the kind of consideration
which one teacher prachces to keep other teachers from being inconven-
ienced, the kind that relates to good citizenship.

Being a Good Cm?en Since schools succeed only to the extent that
they are cooperahve enterprises, it is necessary that members of the school
community practice gcad citizenship with each other. Always try to avoid
putting students in impossible situations over matters which are essentially
between yourself and other teachers, although it is not always easy to keep
students from being unfairly involved in such situations, Consider the fol-
lowing instance,

CONFLICT WITH COLLEAGUE OVER LATE NOTES

Peter Spruance teaches Spanish in Tecumseh Senior High School. He has
had a recurrent problem in his sixth-period class because four or five of his
female students arrive'late two days each,week, always perspiring and breathless.:
Peter’s school demands late notes of students who do not come to class on time.
This requirement was stressed during every orientation meeting that Peter
attended with other beginning teachers. Therefore, the fitst day that four girls
arrived five or six minutes late, he asked them to return to where they came from
and get a late note. Donna, a good student and a very dependable girl, replied,
“But Mr. Spruance, we have gym right before this.class, and Ms. Néyes never
lets us go to the showers until five minutes before the period ends.”

Peter returned, “In that case, you will have to go back to Ms. Nuyes and
ask her to give you late notes.’

Peter continued with his class Ten or twelve minutes later when the four
girls returned, one of them said, “Ms. Noyes said she cnuldﬂ t take the time to
write four late notes in the middle of her gym penad

Peter, following stipulated school rules, said, “In that case I will have to give
you all detentions for next Tuesday. That means one hour after school.” As soon
as he could, Peter tracked down Ms. Noyes and checked with her to see whether
the girls had given him accurate information about the situation. Ms. Noyes was
rather cavalier about’the whole.thing, telling him, “Well, I guess we were a few.
minutes late getting to the showers, but the girls dawdle sometimes. And I just

can’t stop my whole gym class in the middle to give people late notes.”

The next day Peter called the girls aside and told them that he was going to
cancel their detentions because he had talked with Ms. Noyes who had sub-
stantiated the excuse that they had given him for their tardiness. The girls were
grateful. However, the next day when they had their gym class again, the same °
four plus one who had been absent from school at the time of the last incident
came huffing and puffing into class exactly eight minutes late. Peter told them
this time they would have to have excuses or go to the principal’s office and they

54

T

e
ot

o



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

)

should tell Ms. Noyes what he had said. They returned fifteen minutes later, by

this time having missed half of their Spanish class, with one scribbled note which
read, “Late—five girls. E. Noyes.”

Peter accepted the note, but he was outraged. He did not know how to deal
with the situation. Ms. Noyes was an experienced teacher who had been in the
school long enough to have become something of a legend, He did not want to
have an open conflict with her, but she was placing him in a terribly difficult
position by forcing him to play the hé;wy with his students over something that
was really not their fault,

The next week when the five girls carq.g in six minites late, Peter said to-
them, “You have now missed the equivalent of one full period of Spanish. On
Thursday, instead of going to your gym class, [ want the five of you to report
to this room to make up what you have missed.”

The girls protested, “But Mr. Spruance, Ms Noyes will kill us if we cut gym!
She gives detentions if you look at her wrong.”

Peter answered, “Don’t let that worry you. I will square it with her. And you
are not to regard this as a punishment. I just want to help you catch up. You have
done nothing to be punished for.”

Questions for Thought and Discussion
1. Was Peter making a mountain out of a molehill? Why could he not have
just lived with the situation and allowed the five girls to come in a little

2. Do you think that Peter acted pmfessmnally in telling the girls to cut
gym class and come to his classroom to make up the time they had
missed?

3. Should Peter punish any of the girls who do not come to the extraor-
dinary session that he has set up? Would he have administrative support
for such punishment? )

4. Should Peter have sent the girls to the office the first time Ms, Noyes

refused to give them a late note? What might this have accomplished?

5. Has Peter done everything he could to let Ms Noyes know he could not @

tolerate her keeping students so long that they were late for his class?

6. “After the girls were late the s‘emrgimm what is the most professional

thing that Peter might have done ck a solution to the problem?

7. When sending a late note for.a student, what must a teacher include in
the note in order for it to be valid?

Projects

1. Write a sample late' note that you think would be valid.

2. Is your school strict about tardiness? What pmcedurcs have been estab-
lished to deal with the situation?
3. Why, iﬁrad:{iﬁén to the qu:t that it is desir ’,ile Fu'r chssé-: to bfgiﬂ on
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The Car Pool.’ Often it is convenient for teachers to ride to school
together in.car pools. While this is a desirable arrangement from many
standpoints, not the least of which is fuel conservation, the car pool brings
two or more teachers into a confined environment for a given length of
time each day, and such situations can be breeding grounds for gossip.

Ideally, people riding together in car pools would talk about things not
related to school; however, human nature being what it is, schooltalk may
dominate the conversation. The best thing to do in such a situation is (1)

. to engage in no gossip or criticism of students, colleagues, or administra-

tors; (2)-to try to forget most of what you hear in such circumstances; and
(3) to try to divert the conversation to channels that are more productive
than gossip. Think how you would react in the following situation.

GOSSIP IN A CAR POOL

Bill Neal lives thirteen miles from Manfred Middle School where he teaches
shop and coaches the football and baseball teams. He and his wife have only one
car, and, because his wife works on rotating shifts at a nearby hospital, trans-
portation can be a problem for them. Bill and his wife are both involved in car
pools, however, so that the basic problem has been solved.

Bill rides to school each day with Frieda Lustig, a biology teacher who has
taught at Manfred for five years, and her husband, Jack, who teaches German
in another school in the same district..Jack has taught in the district for thirteen
years. They usually drive three days each week and Bill drives two.

When school first opened, Bill found-it helpful to talk with Frieda and Jack.
They know a good deal about the school rict and about the community at
large. When Bill needed some audiovisual materials for his shop class, Jack and
Frieda knew exactly how and to whom he should make his requisition so that he
would get what he needed in the'shortest possible time. When Bill needed to miss
a half day of school to attend a professional meeting in a neighboring district,
Jack and Frieda told him how to work this out with the vice-principal so that he
would not be docked for a half day’s salary.

At the beginning of the relationship, Jack and Frieda talked a great deal
about.their summer vacation, which they had spent in Germany and Switzerland,
While Bill was interested in hearing about their travels, he was at that time more
interested in learning what they could tell him about how to do things related
to his work at Manfred. The Lustigs were very good sources of information and
were sounding boards for him.

One day as they were driving to school, Bill said, I am a little puzzled about
one of my students. He was doing pretty good work in shop, but in the last few
weeks, he seems to do rmthmg but daydream. He ruins materials, and I know
that he doesn’t mean to.”

“What' s hxs name? Frxeda demanded
not surpfxsed " “That figures “Have yau ever seen his permanent retard? He
has an IQ of about 50.” “’I’ve known his family for years. They're just no good.”
“Probably his problem is that he's got a girl pregnant or he’s got VD or
something.”

i
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Bill didn’t know what to do. He was fond of the boy in question and was
genuinely concerned about him. Suddenly he was receiving all sorts of unsub-
stantiated, prejudicial information about him and hearing things that he thought
he should not be hearing. He shrugged and said, “Well, I guess no one’s perfect.”
There was a pause. Bill continued, “Hey, you guys are planning to come to the
game on Saturday, aren’t you?”

Questions for Thought and Discussion
1. Do you think that Bill handled the situation well when he thought it was
getting out of hand? How else might he have handled it and with what
possible outcomes?

It

What is the difference between obtaining needed information about a
student from another teacher and receiving gossip about a student from
another teacher?

3. What are some legitimate questions that you might ask another teacher

about a student? .

4. Do you think that beginning teachers should examine their students’
permanent records before they begin meeting their classes? during the
first month of classes? never, except when a specific bit of information is

5. Do you think that Bill violated his professional relationship with his stu-
dent in bringing up the whole matter in the first place? Should he have
given Frieda the student’s name when she asked for it? How might he

have gracefully evaded doing so?

Projects
1. Find out what information is contained in the students’ permanent
records in your school. Are there any limitations upon a teacher’s use of
such records? )
2. What information in a student’s permanent record might prejudice you
7 toward or against that student? Make a list.
_ 3. Find out to what extent the constitutional rights of students are protected
by.law.
4. If you are going to be part of a car pool with other teachers, do you think
that you should reach an early agreement with them about gossip? If so,
what are some of the areas which you would proscribe?

The Teachers’ Lounge. Most schools have teachers’ lounges, and, in
secondary schools especially, the same people generally haunt these areas
at the same hours. While some teachers scrupulously avoid the teachers’
lounge, others spend every free minute there, often to catch up on or gen-
erate new gossip. Teachers who wish to use their free periods construc-
tively are likely to duck into the lounge hastily to use the soda machine or
to buy a cup of coffee; then they will usually beat a hasty retreat.
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In schools where most of the rooms are in use continuously during the
day, teachers cannot always remain in their regular rooms during free peri-
ods because other classes may be meeting there. However, for those who
wish to work during their free periods, other space is often available. You
may be able tc use the departmental office. S me schools have teacher
workrooms where it is assumed that teachers can rk quietly and without

“ interruption. If all else fails, you can usually be assured of a quiet wnrkmg

situation in the school library.,

WORKING IN THE TEACHERS' LOUNGE

Joan Sutherland is a first-year teacher at Maybrook Junior High School,
rather overcrowded school in a district which is now building two new mlddle
schools. Joan does not have her own classroom, but floats from period to period,
carrying her books and. papers with her. She has a desk in a classroom which is

occupied primarily by another teacher, so she really feels that she can use the desk
only as a repository for books and materials; she cannot sit and work there while
other classes are in progress.

Since Maybrook has had to let its teachers’ workroom double as a conference
room because of the overcrowding, the teachers cannot be assured that space will
be available to them during their free periods. The only place in which teackers
can work during their free periods is the teachers’ lounge. Joan goes there every
dny durlﬁg thlrd permd glways planmng to wurL She is Lontmuall\r drawrx into

Iuan temhes an Engll ,'Quzil Studles blmk and belmve; in h.:wmg her stu-
dents do a great deal of writing. She would like to count on third period to read
and grade the writing of her first-second period block. She teaches these young-
sters again during seventh period, and ideally she would like to use part of
seventh period each day as a revision workshop so that her students can work
over their morning writing.

Joan'’s usual companions in the teachers’ lounge are an art teacher, a physical
education teacher, a counselor, and a mathematics teacher, none of whom has
the same sort of reading responsibilities that an English teacher has. At first Joan
used to sit reading her papers, responding to colleagues if they asked direct
questions, but trying to keep the conversation short. The other teachers made a
few side comments about the devotion of first-year teachers, all in good humor:
but Joan felt a certain resentment underlying these remarks. Althuugh she laughed
them off, she finally began to feel that she had to be more sociable or risk losing
the goodwill of these colleagues. Her only alternative was not to go to the teachers’
lounge. But where else muld she go?

" students’ papers so quickly?

1. Do you think that it is realistic for Joan to try to read and return her

In this sort of situation is the teacher more responsible to his/her stu-
dents or to his/her colleagues? Discuss fully.
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3. Assuming that there is no good place within the school for Joan to use
for grading papers, what other constructive work might she plan for
her free period which would obviate her difficulty?

4. Could Joan adjust the order of activities in her teaching so that she might
*achieve her ends within the existing context?

5. Since she does not have a classtoom of her own, do you think that Joan
might reasonably approach her principal and ask whether there is any
place in the school to which her desk might be moved so that she could
use it during her free time?

Projects

1. Explore your school building and make a list of all the quiet places that
you find where a teacher might work uninterruptedly.

b

Make a list of constructive ways in which you can use your free time
in school.

3. Role-play with some friends a situation in which Joan explains to the
other teachers why she has to use the teachers’ lounge for grading papers.

The Noise-Space Problem. In The Hidden Dimension (Garden City,
N.Y.: Doubleday, 1966), a book which should be required reading for any-
one concerned with classroom teaching, Edward T. Hall discusses at length
the science of proxemics, which has to do with how space is used. Various
people react quite differently to the space which:they occupy, and teachers
need to know something about their own reactions to territoriality as well
to be sensitive to others’ reactions to this question.

If you have ever lived in crowded conditions—in an apartment com-
plex, in a college dormitory, in a rooming house—you know that people
can intrude upon your space without ever setting foot in it. How about the
people upstairs who dance at three in the morning? How about the aspiring
writer next door whose typewriter is primed and ready to go at 6 a.m.7 We
have all had our own feelings about territoriality put to the test in such
situations. ' '

The problems which exist in commurial living situations also exist in
many schools. Soundproofing is never perfect, and individual tolerances to
noise differ drastically. In The Open Classroom (New York: New York
Review Bgaks, 1969), Herbert Kohl proposes a means of handling the noise
question: “If a particular teacher becomes threatening and your super-
visors also disapprove of noise, then you may be able to find a way to calm
the teacher down and negotiate a truce. Perhaps you can find that teacher’s
weakness and complain about it, instead of being defensive about the noise
in one’s own room’’ (p. 84). However, the latter solution is not the best one
for the beginning teacher to use in most cases. Usually an understanding

“can be reached with neighboring teachers, as in the following case study.
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NOISE FROM NEIGHBORING CLASSROOM INTERFERES WITH LESSON

Betty Jennings has a strange reaction to noise, and she realizes it. She does
not mind being in the midst of noise—she can be the life of any party and she
has no problem when her fourth graders crowd around her, all asking questions
at once. But she becomes tense when the noise comes from outside her immediate
sphere. She spent one terrible semester in a college dormitory, unable to concen-
trate on her work because of the various noises by which she found herself
surrounded. She got through that semester only by going to her parents’ home
every weekend and doing the bulk of her schoolwork there. The next semester
she rented a room in the home of a quiet widow, and noise was no longer a
problem for her.

Now in her first year of teaching, Betty has a room which is separated by an
all-too-thin wall from another fourth grade, whose teacher, Linda Mattox, is one
of the most dynamic and successful teachers in the Amanda Wingfield Elementary
School. Betty and Linda have become fast friends and have genuine respect for
each other. But no friendship is perfect, and Betty is finding Linda a diff:zult
neighbor. Betty, fortunately, has the maturity to realize that her tolerance thresh-
old for noise is quite low, so she tries to assess the situation as fairly, dispas-
sionately, and constructively as she can.

“ Wednesday afternoon was particularly gruelling for Betty. She had gotten
her students to write poetry, and on Wednesday afternoon she wanted them to
rehearse their poems and then read them into a cassette player. On the same
afternoon, Linda was having her students play a sentence structure game which
she had. invented. The game involved a considerable amount of physical activity,
and with it came the concomitant shouting of such an exercise when it is engaged
in by fourth graders. Both classroom activities were excellently conceived, each
appropriate to the students involved. Betty found the two activities incompatible,
hewever, because every time a child was in the middle of reading a poem into the
cassette machine, Linda's kids would burst into enthusiastic cheering which put
Betty in mind of Churchill Downs on Derby Day. Linda, of course, was in no way
bothered by what was going on in Betty’s class.

On an immediate level, Betty was furious. She could have knocked Linda
down for letting her kids produce all those decibels; but on a rational level, Betty
knew that Linda was probably doing something which her kids loved and from
which they were learning something, because Linda never had her students
engage in a game-like activity that did not have some well thought-out learning
outcome,

As luck would have it, Betty’s car was in the shop that day. She had intended
to take a taxicab home, but she thought it might be well for her to ask Linda for
a ride. Linda w ++ delighted to help Betty out. When they got into the car, Betty
asked, "What ». ' uay did you have?”

Linda was azlow. "Marvelous,” she bubbled. I taught my kids prepcsm«:nal
phrases without ever using the term until the very end. They just played the game,
working through it with prepositional phrases, and it wasn’t until the very end
that they realized they were doing a Fﬂfm of grammar drill. I am going to do
punctuation dri.. the same way tomorrow.”

Betty gulped. “Oh, no,” she thought, “not another day of games.”

Linda faﬁti’nued, “You have a good day?”

Betty lied, "Yes. We did poetry. They wrote poems and then rehearsed
reading what they had written, and finally we made a cassette of everyone reading
an original poem. It's really great

“Gee, I'd love to hear it,” was Lmda s sincere response.

“I've got it here in my purse,” Betty allowed. “Itll play on your cassette

player there, won't it?”

"Sure, let’s hear it,” Linda said.
60
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Bettv put the tape on and both listened. All at once Linda inquired, “What's
all the velling in the background?”

Betty responded, quite casually. “Oh, 1 think that’s your lesson on preposi-
tional phrases.”™

Linda looked startled and said, “Oh, Betty, honev, that’s terrible. Why didn't
you tell me you were going to be recording?”

Questions for Thought and Discussion

1. How do yeu react to intrusions on your space? How do you react to vari-
ous types of noise! Does noise in some contexts bother you more than in
others? - :

Can you think of any real solution(s) in the Betty-Linda scenario?

!%J

3. Do you think that Betty should just come out and discuss her problem
with Linda? If so, in what way?

4. What are some measures that teachers can take to reduce classroom noise?

5. If you are planning a somewhat boisterous activity, do you think that you
should let the teachers around you know in advance that you are antici-
pating a higher than average noise level at a given hour in the dav?

6. Do you think that there will be high noise levels in rooms that are under
good teacher control? Discuss fully.

Projects
1. Assess the noise level in your classroom, noting whether there are times

when it is typically higher or lower than at other times. Try to determine
what accounts for this difference.

!“J

What measures might you take to reduce the noise in your classroom and
limit its range without inhibiting the learning experience of your students?
3. Ask some colleagues if you might sit in on their classes with an eye to
assessing the noise levels that you observe there.

Cooperative Planning. The most dynamic and successful teachers are

. often those who have a broad view of what they are doing and who try to

involve all kinds of people from the school population in the activities of

their classes. Sometimes such teachers will seek out opportunities for team

teaching; sometimes they will bring in outside resource people with special

- expertise; sometimes they will contrive ways to have other teachers in

their school come to talk with their youngsters at appropriate times. Such

cooperative activities are desirable as long as they are planned carefully and

as long as it is clear to all involved that no one is being exploited or taken
advantage of.
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TAKING ADVANTAGE OF COLLEAGUE'S EXPERTISE

Edith Williams is a sixth-grade teacher at Willie Loman Elementary School.
SEE knows the other teachers quite well and has a sacial relationship with a number
of them ﬂutslde ';LhDUl One Saturday, she and her husband were invited to a
et O'Connor, a third-grade teacher in her school. and her
husband \Tﬂtt After the meal, Margaret and her husband showed slides of a trip
thev took two summers ago to Civil War battlefields throughout the eastern part
of the country.

Edith was intrigued both by the pictures and by the commentary accompany-
ing them. Margaret and Matt knew their subject Extﬁ:ﬁwh well; and when they
told about each field, you could almost imagine that you were there for the actual
battle. Since Edith was just about to teach her students about the Civil War, she
thought that she had found a marvelous resource to use ten davs or two weeks
hence. When the slide show was over, she said to Margaret and Matt, “That was
so good, I'm overwhelmed. What marvelous photography and what a splendid
sense of the history of the period vou both have!” Margaret and Matt were
genuinely pleqsed by Edith’s high praise which was obviouslv sincere.

The néxt Monday at school, Edith inquired of Margaret, “What are vou doing
with your youngsters in social studies during the next few weeks?”

Margaret replied, “We are just about to studv a book on famous inventors
and their inventions. Sort of men-of-science kind of thing.”

Edith suggested, “I'll tell you what, Margaret. 1 think your slide show is so
good that I want my kids to see it as part of their study of the Civil War. I was
]U'%t wundennh 1': we x:ﬂuld swmh QFF Fnr a ccﬁuple r:!f hﬁur-: next week. Yuu du

to do with s vour kids.”
Margaret beamed with delight and guickly jumped at the chance to work
with Edath s class doing something for which she had great enthusiasm.

Questions for Thought and Discussion
1. Would it have been better for Edith merely to ask Margaret whether she

might borrow her slides on Civil War battlefields to use with her stu-

dents? Why or why not?

Do you think that Edith and Margaret should receive administrative

approval for their switch? Why or why not?

3. How do you think eich teacher should prepare her students for the
switch in order to pave the way for the other teacher?

4. Do you think it would have been better for Edith to suggest that she and
Margaret combine their classes for the slide show? Why or why not?

5. If either teacher has one or two really disruptive students in her class, do
you think she might make special provisions for those students? If so,
what might she do?

(2]

Projects

1 Find out wl’mt lmbbieg or intérests one gther teather in your school has

2. Whgt spenal interests, hnbbles of talgnts d@ you haw: that you might
r-ake available to some other teacher(s) in your school? List them.

Cunsxder the desn;blllty Far your s:haml DF a ﬁle DF Fatulty mterevztsg
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Remember that every school is filled with people of unique abilities.
If a EChDGl has thirtv or fﬁrtv te uhers |t is unmrtunate Fur ltE atudents to

tion can b; Lﬂfth&d thmu;,h well LQﬂLEl\’Ed Laret Hly planncd gampergtne

effort; and in the process teachers will be able to do something about which

they really are excited.

Cardinal Principles for Getting Alony with Your Colleagues. Your
chances of getting along with vour colleagues will be greatly enhanced if
you bear in mind the following recommendations:

1. Don’t gossip about students, colleagues, or administrators.

2. If you are placed in a situation where you hear gossip, forget it as

quickly as you can.

3. If another teacher is doing something that annoys you, try to
analyze why you are annoyed, and try to analyze whether what
your colleague is doing makes sense in his/her situation.

4. Learn about your colleagues’ interests and see whether you can
arrange some exchanges based on their interests and abilities and
your interests and abilities.

5. Respect your colleagues as people; and if you find that difficult,
consider it a personal challenge to find out something abaut each
colleague which you can genuinely admire and respect.

6.- Do not expect your colleagues to do your work for you; if you ask
them to do something for you, make sure that you are offering to
do something reciprocally for them at the time you make your
request. '

RELATIONSHIPS WITH PRINCIPALS

Any public elementary or secondary school is a microcosm of the com-
munity within which it exists. If the community is progressive and forward
looking, the schools of that community will be progressive and forward
looking. If the community is racially troubled, the schools of that com-
munity will be racially tense. If the community is conservative about mat-
ters of dress and personal decorum, the schools of that community will
demand conservative dress and decorum of its employees.

It is easy for beginning teachers to forget that most communities view
their schools as institutions which are charged with supporting and pre-
serving the value systems of the community. Whether this should be is not
really the question; the situation is—it exists, it exerts its force upon
schools, and the schools, which exist at the pleasure of the community,
must in the final analysis be sensitive to the bidding of the community,
Remember that no federal law exists which compels communities to pro-
vide Er:hc:als FDI“ their Citizens} W}‘IEI'E schﬂals Exist these schﬂéls are EubiEEE
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tunity. But the salient fact is that communities can abolish their schools
and not be in violation of any federal statute, although they may be in vio-
I.:ticiﬁ czF state I:m.'s iﬂ daing s0. qumtion is not mentiﬁﬁéd in :my way’ in

that the indwldugl st.lt_es prmlde schools far the citizens GF those states.
The federal government becomes engaged in educational matters when the
schools of a state abridge the constitutional guarantees of the citizens of
such states in any way.

The School Principal. School principals are experienced teachers who
have obtained an administrative certificate in order to qualify for their jobs.
In most states, such people are required to have completed five years of
satisfactory teaching-as a condition of being granted such certificates. They
will also have completed course work in such areas as school law, school
finance, and other areas germane to the running of schools.

School districts tend to select as principals job candidates who seem
able and willing to run their schools as the district officials want them run.
This may seem reasonable enough, although some principals, in order to
conform to this expectation, may have to shelve some of their own feelings
and suppress some of their own beliefs.

This may seem like hypocrisy—particularly to beginning teachers.
However, most principals have a vision of what they can ultimately accom-
plish in an administrative position; and in order to accomplish it, they must

~gain the confidence of the community which supports their schools.

Let us look at the following case study, bearing in mind two funda-
mental assumptions that can be made about school principals:

1. School principals, like other school administrators, may not
have tenure in their administrative posts; rather, they may
serve at the pleasure of the community.

2. Principals want to succeed, want to do the best possible job
they can; however, ‘they must do so within the boundaries
defineﬁd by i:he cémmunity, or they are likely to be feplated by

PRINCIPAL ASKS PROSPECTIVE TEACHER TO CUT HAIR AND BEARD
Y :rd Conrad is to be graduated from the state university in May with a
degr: science education and teacher certification at the secondary level. Jobs

are scarce in his part of the country, and he needs to be within a reasonable
dlstame E)F the uni\,ﬁsity bECEuSE he plans h;a wnrk part- time for a t’Ertific’ati@n iﬁ

was to be. fxlled at Talmadge Middle School in nearby Frankhn he applled imme-
diately and arranged for an interview with the school principal.
| !
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Franklin is the county seat of an old county that has been essentially agri-
cultural through the years. The war brought an army base within the county
lines, however, which increased the population of the area by over 25,000. The
base has its own elementary school, but youngsters from the base attend local
schools from the sixth gmde on. The federal government provides aid to the local
district because it is considered impacted. The school population consists essen-
tially of a combination of farm youngsters and military dependents. The schools
have been greatly helped by the government aid and, over the years, have been
sble to more th:m dnuble thf_ii' semﬁdaﬂf bChLD] staff because of increased en-

Hm\;ard has been a gu@d but not ﬂutstandmg univ Ersnty stu;ent He has some
C’s and a few B's in his science courses. He is an effective teacher, however, who
received an A in his teaching internship which he served during the winter
guarter in a rather large school district in the state’s most metropolitan area.
Howard’s dress, usually dungarees and a sport shirt, did not cause him any
problem in his internship. His long hair and somewhat unkempt beard also seemed
to be overlooked. What mattered most in the urban school in which he taught
was that he was always prepared for his classes, that he was dependable in his
attendance, that his students seemed to be learning and performed well on
standardized tests, and that he had good control of his classes and students. Other
teachers in this school dressed guite casually, and the principal hxmself had a
beard and hmf thnt almrf-t Lavered his ears.

1115 best suit and was weanmﬁ one c:F two neckties he L.Ept in reserve far wEddmgS,
funerals, and interviews. He had trimmed his beard a little, and his roommate
had run over his hgir for him with a quick-grooming comb. Howard’s ears were
nowhere to be seenjand his hair covered his collar,

The interview went well. Howard liked Mr. Barber. He appreciated his
openness and honesty in telling him that there were four other applicants for
the mb but l‘hat Dnly one DF thmse h.]d rELevad an A in thE te;nihmg internship
e. Floward was
convinced that Talmadge was where he wanted to be next year. The facilities
were good, the location: ideal, and Mr. Barber had gained Howard’s respect and
confidence. But as the interview was terminating, the axe fell. Mr. Barber said,

“Moward, | believe in saving what [ think, so | am going to tell you where you
stand at this moment. My inclination is to recommend to the superintendent that
you be hired. [ like the way you handle yourself, and I am sure you will be able
to work with our kids. But [ have to level with you. This town is half farmers
and half army; and they won't put up with long hair and beards. You take care
of that situation, and I will recommend that vou be hired.”

Howard’s first impulse was anger and he flushed noticeably. Before he could
say anything, Mr. Barber continued, #'Look, Howard, I know how you feel. 1
had a beard when [ was in cullege. And obviously you have had that hair and
that beard for a long time and are devoted to them. But next year I am going to
try to sell this community on an expensive program of remedial work in basic
skills for the middle school, and it won't strengthen my hand to have to fight .
with the school board about the hippie teacher | hired—and that is exactly what
they're gciﬁg to call you. I know this community.”

“But,” Howard protested. ever the idealist, “l would think you would feel

you had to stand up Fm‘ the individual rights of your teachers!”

“Lock, Howard, [ believe in individual rights, but | also know this com-
munity and [ hope | know how [ can serve its kids best. Take my word for it,
I do not serve them best when I fight the board on an issue that has to do With
grooming, Try to see it from my point of view. I really w nat you to come here,
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I know you can make a great ¢ontribution to this district. But vou can’t make it
if the people who support the schools refuse to accept you.”

“Well,”” Howard responded coldly, “thank you for your time. Good luck. 1
hope you find a hairless candidate who can do as good a job as 1 would have

done.”

Questions for Thought and Discussion

1.

[

Do you think a school board or a school administrator has the right to
maks demands upon teachers regarding grooming and dress? Discuss
fully, trying to see this issue from the points of view of teachers, prin-
cipals, parents, and students.

Do vou think that Howard should promise to shave his beard and cut
his hair in order to get the contract, and then not bother to do either of
these things? After all, the contract is not likely to say anything about
beards and long hair. Discuss what might happen if Howard chooses
this solution.

Do you think that Howard should have threatened to bring suit? Would
a legal action over such a situation be likely to bring Howard relief and
redress from the courts?

Do you think that Mr. Barber acted ‘professionally in his dealings with
Howard? Would you like to have ‘Mr. Barber as your principal from
what you have seen of him here? Why or why not?

Howard rather than Mr. Barber terminated the interview and in doing
so closed the door on future negotiations. How might he have kept the
door open? Should one ever act as Howard did without taking time to
think over the situation and to discuss it with someone whom one trusts?

Mr. Barber told Howard things that Howard did not want to hear, and
Howard reacted precipitously. However, all people are an amalgam of
goed and bad qualities, and the better able we are to realize this, the
better are our chances of getting along with other people and working
productively with them. Make a list of all the good qualities that Mr.
Barber demonstrates in the dialogue.

Every community has role expectations for its teachers. List the role
expectations that seem prevalent in the community in which you are
teaching. Then, on a scale of 1 to 10, rate how well you think you meet

these community expectations as a teacher.

Assume that you are the parent of school-age children. List the role
expectations you would have of (a) their school principal and (b) their
teachers.

Principals and Teaching Assignments. Principals want to run the best
schools they possibly can. Not only does their professional reputation rest
upon their doing so, but, more importantly for most of them, their self-
image is intimately related to how successfully they-are able to perform in
their positions—and they must be able to live with themselves. Obviously,
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a school cannot succeed unless the talents of those working within it are

. used in the best possible way, so your principal will usually try to give you

such support seems to be lacking, stand back and try to realize that prin-
cipals deal with total situations and must relate their actions to the whole

It iz late October and Elaine Steck is in her first vear as a home economics
teacher at Bradley High School in the inner city of a large midwestern metropolis,
Elaine had begun college as a premedical student; however, a grade of C- in
physics and two grades of D- in chemistry (organic and inorganic) had con-
vinced her that her medical aspirations were unrealistic, so she switched into

home economics dnd was granted a teaching certificate in that area.

Elaine had made her initial adjustment to an inner-city teaching situation
quite well. The school was not without discipline problems, but the 137 girls and
4 boys in her classes were better motivated toward home economics than, they
were toward some of their other subjects. Elaine felt that her situation was essen-
tially quite good. She enjoyed her students and they seemed to enjoy her classes.

One Thursday afternoon, judt as Elaine’s fifth-period class was cleaning up,
Elaine’s principal, Mr. Linton, came to her door and asked whether she might
come to his office at the beginning of sixth peried, which was her free period.
Elaine said that she would, wondering what she had done that caused the prin-
cip. . himself to come to her classroom and ask to see her.

As soon as the bell rang, a very nervous and insecure Elaine rushed down
two flights of stairs and across the building to the main office. “Mr. Linton wants
to see me.”’ she informed the secretary breathlessly. “Is he in his office?”

' “Yes,” said the secretary. “Go right in.”

As Elaine entered his office, Mr. Linton said, ”5it down Ms. Steck. I am
sorry that | haven‘t been in to observe any of vour classes yet, but the punch
and sandwiches that your students produced for our last faculty meeting told
us all what a good job vou are doing.” He smiled reas:uringly as Elaine muttered
her thanks for the compliment. Mr. Linton continued, “Ms. Steck, we have a
problem that you can help us to resolve. You know that our science teacher, Mr,
Lindsay, has been out for the past three davs because he was involved in an
automobile accident.”

“Yes, | had heard about him. How is he doing?”

“The doctor tells me that he is out of danger, but he is going to require
extensive treatment, and it is certain that he will not be able to return to his
duties before February 1. Possibly he will have to be out all vear.”

“What a shame!” Elaine commiserated,

“Yes, it is,”” Mr. Linton responded. “We are now wrestling with the problem

"~ of how to handle his classes so that his students will get what they need. We

have had a temporary substitute whose field is social studies, so we have to make

”l imagine the Central Office has some long-term substitutes in science,”
Elaine volunteered. '
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“It weuld be nice if they did, Ms. Steck. That was the first place the District
Superintendent and [ fcoked. But the Central Office could not come up with
inyone.”’

“How awful!” Elaine responded. “WWhat are you zoing to do?” And as the
words of her guestion were uttered, Elaine was growing painfully aware of what
Mr. Linton’s answer was going to be.

“Well, Elaine--you don’t mind my calling vou Elaine do vou?” Mer. Linton
asked. "'l have examined the transcripts of every teacher .. the school who is
replaceable with a long-term substitute, 1nd you are the one best qualified in

T

Elaine went limp. “You've got-to be kidding!” she shricked. “The highoest
grade [ ever got in any science was a C+ in biology--and that was a gift. The
biggest gift was in chemistry. [ failed two semesters of it, but two kindly
instructors let me through with D minuses. 1 can’t teach science.
enough about it. And what about my certificate? [ am not certified in science.’
The last statement seemed like Elaine’s most obvious out.

“We realize the uncertainty you might feel in doing this, Elaine, but we really
are up against it, and vou Jurre had college-level courses in biology, chemistry,
and physics. We have no other choice. | have arranged with the certification
people ta allow vou to do this as a one-time emergency measure, 50 we are clear
there. And [ will reduce vour teaching load from five classes to four. | have talked
with our other science teacher, and she is willing to take over Mr. Lindsay's
physics class and give vou one of her chemistry classes so that you will have
only one preparation. Ms. Varney will keen her first-period chemistry class, and
we will see that vou are free that period so that vou can sit in on her class and
see what she is doing. She is also willing to help you in any way she can. And
we have arranged, if vou should agree to do this, that you will be free fourth
period, which is Ms. Varney’s free period, so that you can spend some time
together planning when that seems necessary. [ know we are asking a great deal
of vou as a beginning teacher, Elaine; but you are our only hope in this situation.
We will be pulling for you the whole way. | hope that you will see your way
clear to work with us on this situation. What do you say, Elaine?”

Elaine, ﬁghtmg bauk tears, sald ! want tu hclp in any wgy Icin Mr. Linmn

I hate to mala;e a Lh;lﬁgi‘ I |ust ‘hate to thmk DF it. (_aﬂ yﬁu Iet me 5le,ep on thxs
and give you a decision in the marning?’ .

Questions for Thought and Discussion

1. Given the circumstances of this sitLatiQﬁ do you think that Mr. Linton
was doing the best he could in asking Elaine to switch to chemistry at

this point?

Does Mr. Lintan strike vou as being a fair person? Discuss both the

pfc’:: and cons of this questi@n‘

-

El-jme can be mnsxdergd quahﬁed to teach Lhemxstry?
4. What do you think Elaine’s decision should be? Why?
Were Eliine to agree to'try it for a month, do you think Mr, Linton

should go along with her? Why or why not?
Projects
- 1. List as many reasons as you can for Elaine’s agreeing to do what she is
asked.
68
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2. List as many reasons as vou can for Elsine’s refusing to do what <he is
asked.
3. VWhat powers of assignment do principals have in vour state?

4. IF vou were in Elaine’s situation and refused to go alonyg with the pro-
pused change in assignment, could you, in your s hool district, be con-
sidered insubordinate?™

Knowing the Rules. Usually beginning teachers have orientation ses-
sions with their principals and other administrators and are briefed on the

rules by which the individual school and the school district are run. It is

well that such rules be made known to teachers as early as possible in their
careers in any school district. However, some of you may serve in schools
in which such formal orientation is not given. Where this is the case, you
are well advised to schedule an appointment with the principal to discuss
the way in which the school functions.

Certain rules are fundamental to most scho r;)l s, and they have under-
Staﬁdablé legal bases The most common of thése regulatmng is that pub]m

tually abs«;&lute and umversal, Eree time is bu,!lt mtt: most te;m,her 5 sghed=
ules in some way. Check with vour principal if you are not sure when you
may take free time. Sometimes it will be obvious that you have free time—
in secondary schools you will be scheduled for a free period and for a
lunch period. In elementary schools, it may be a little difficult to know what
time is free and what time is not. Consider the following case study in
relation to this question.

PRINCIPAL CRITICIZES TEACHER’S USE OF FREE TIME

Perhaps the most difficult element of teaching that Jean Igoe had to ‘get
used to as a beginning third-grade teacher was the fact of never being alone or
having any free time during the school day. Jean goes from 8:10 until almost 3
o'clock surrounded by her twenty-two eight- and nine-yeir-olds. She went into
elementary education because she loved children, but she has only now gained-a
rmh:t perspmtwe uF huw dsmandmg elementary %Lhuﬂl tt‘athmg can bt‘: Even

va as a Full time teacher at Edna Marrlsgn Elementary School, Jean is
even expected to have her lunch with the children. A rest room break takes
Jdvam Ed planning The C)rily relief me Ie’.jﬁ'é con ,aﬁt cnnhtt with her students

mmuté% and agam on Frldays when the music tEaihEF dmes ‘the s same. Durlng
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.direction and inquired, “Where are your students, Ms. Igoe?’

take something to the principal’s office.

1

these periods, Jean always flees to the Teachers’ Lounge, understandably a little-
used reom in her particular school. : )
One Friday just as Jean was heading for the Teachers’ Lounge for a few
minutes of solitude, her principal, Mr. Murray, came down the hall in the opposite
Jean answered quite unabashedly, “Oh, they are with Ms. Pendleton having
their music lesson.” _
_The principa] snapped, “Well, that’s no excuse for you not to be with your
class. Ms. Pendleton is doing things with them that you should be seeing so that
you can follow up on them, Besides, Ms. Pendleton should not have to deal with
discipline problems, and your youngsters will behave better if you are in the
room with them.” _
Trying not to show her seething fury, Jean muttered a feeble “All right,

Mr. Murray” and returned. to her room.

" Questions for Thought and Discussion K

1. Do you think that Mr. Murray handled the situation effectively? Would
you as principal have handled it differently? If so, how? 7
Do you think that Jean was shirking her responsibility to her students

by not remaining with them during their art and music lessons?
3. Jean's problem is part of a.larger, school-wide problem, How can Jean
" work in the most professional manner toward its selution?
4. Do you think Jean was correct in obeying Mr. Murray’s strong suggestion
(order, if you like) that she return to her room? Why or why not?
5. Should Jean have engaged in a dispute with Mr. Murray when this situ-
ation arose? Was she indicating weakness when she acceded to his wish?

]

Projects *

1. In your own teaching situation, how can you provide for some time to
yourself without neglecting your responsibilities to your students? List as_-
many ways as you can think of. )
Assuming that elementary school teachers must spend considerable

-

amounts of-time with their students, how can they, within the school
setting, relieve the personal pressurcs that such constant contact may
inevitably produce? ‘

The Principal as Nﬁyssliyer. Principals are human and most of them |
would like to be thought of as benevolent. Most of them would prefer to
say yes rather than no when requests are made of them. But they cannot
say yes to requests which might place them, their teachers, and/or their
students in jeopardy. The principal’s single most important function,is to
assure the safety and welfare of everyone in the school, If teachers make

. requests that might threaten the safety and welfare of students, the only

administrative answer that can be justified is a firm NO! Wise teachers
think through the implications of requests they contemplate before making °
them. These are the teachers who hear yes more often than no when they
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PRINCIPAL REFUSES FERMISSIDN FOR CLASS TRIP

It was a warm autumn day. Gilda LaMagna’s fifth graders had been-dis-
cussing how people make their living in ways that serve their communities. They
had discussed the contributions that police officers, garbage collectors, .and -
teachers make to the community. When someone mentioned fireﬁghters one
student said, “Oh, they don’t do much. There’s hardly ever a fire, and mostly
they just sit around the station house and play cards. They have a soft life.” :

Another student protested, “They do not. My uncle’s a firefighter and he
works hard. Sometimes he even has to cook dinner for all the other firefighters. -
And if there’s a fire before he gets it on the table, he just has to leave it and
he might get kilt in the fire.”

This was the best controversy that Gilda had been able to get going among
her students, and she wanted to capitalize on it. She asked her class, “How would
you like to walk down to the fire station on Elm Street? It's a beautiful day and
it's dnly two blocks away. We can talk to some of the firefighters. I'm sure Ms.
Seville will let us go.’

When the students responded with a chorus of approval, Gilda went across
the hall to the principal’s office to explain to Ms. Seville what she wanted to
do. Ms. Sevnlle listened patiently, then replied, “I am glad the youngsters have -
become so husiastic about firefighters, Gilda, but. I cannot authorize your .
taking them #wn to the fire station. 1 have to say no. Why don't you drop by i
after school, and we will discuss my reasons.’

Gilda, crushed, returned to her class and had to tell her students that they
could not go on the trip she had promised them. They were cross and resentful
for the rest of the day. -

Questions for Thought and Discussion

1. Did Ms. Seville undermine Gilda by not allowing her to take the
youngsters out to the fire station?
‘What reasons do you suppose Ms. Seville wauld gwe Gilda for her action
in the after-school meeting?
-+ 3. Might Gilda have proceeded in such a way as to avoid ‘the disappointment
® . that the youngsters felt at not being allowed to go on a trip that they

thought had been promised them?

4. How do you think the firefighters and their chief would have reacted to
the unexpected arrival of Gilda and twenty-odd ten- and cleven-year-olds
at the firchouse? How would their arrival reflect on the school and on
its principal?

5. Do you thmk that Ms, Seville's pmblem is that she d«:es not believe in
class trips? Discuss.

@l.n‘

Projects
1. Find out your school’s policy regarding school field trips,
2. If a student is injured or killed on a class trip, who is legally respcnslble
under the laws of your state? What precautions cari limit the responsi-
bility of the school and its personnel?

3. Make a list of field trips that might be appropriate for students in your
classes, and tell how you would go about planning for one such trip,
giving all the details related to the planning.
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" Principal-Assigned Extra Duties. The orderly functioning of most pub-
lic schools depends upon having students supervised by teachers during
most of the school day. In order to assure this orderly functioning, prin-
cipals are empowered to assign extra duties to teachers in certain situations.
Unfortunately, some teachers are drawn into this extra work more than
others. Among this group will be found teachers who are free during the
first period of the school day, as the following case study will attest.

PRINCIPAL EXPECTS TEACHER TO COVER CLASS DURING FREE PERIOD

Mike Heston is a conscientious teacher who has been assigned to Technical
High School for his first full-time teaching job. His field is social studies. -
 On Friday, Mike gave his second-period American History class an essay
examination. He managed to read most of the papers and assign them grades
over the weekend. He had five papers left to grade during first period on Monday,
which was his free period. He wanted to distribute the graded papers to his
second-period class and spend a goodly portion of the period discussing them in

detail with the class. Mike is convinced that examinations should be vital learn-
ing experiences for students, and he feels that it is incumbent on him to return
papers as soon after an examination as possible and discuss them as fully as
possible with his students while the examination is still fresh in their minds.

On the Monday in question, Mike left his home room as soon as the bell
rang and rushed to the social studies office, which he knew would be dezerted
during first period when all the other social studies teachers have classes. He had
just sat down and taken out the remaining ungraded examinations when a sec-
retary from the principal's office burst in and said, “Mr. Heston, Mr. Martin
wants you to cover Ms. Kubric’s first-period French class until the substitute
arrives. She should be here in about half an hour.”

Mike has regularly sacrificed about twe free periods a week to this sort of
thing, but this day he was under pressure to finish grading his papers. To make
the situation worse, Mike had not planred much for his second-period class other
than going over the examination, 5 if he did not have all the papers ready to
hand back, he would have to go into his own class and extemporize for fifty
minutes. He said to the secretary, I just can’t do it today. I have to grade these
examinations for next period.”

The secretary replied, “I'm sorry, Mr. Heston, but those are Mr. Martin’s
orders. He has no one else to cover. You'll have to do it.”” She turned and walked
away. Mike picked up hir things and went dejectedly to room 213, where the
situation was noisy and chaotic. Mike wondered whether he really wanted to be
a teacher for the rest of his life.

Questions for Thought and Discussion

1. Is there any way in which Mike might be able to salvage the situation

and get his remaining examinations graded in time for second period?

Suggest what he might do.

2. Mike has had two years of college French. Do you think he should try
to teach Ms. Kubric’s class? Why or why not?

P
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3. If he decides not to teach the class even though he is present, what
should he have the students do? : ’

4. Should the principal have sent his secretary to make this assignment to
Mike, or should he have attempted to come himself?

5. Should Mike simply have put his foot down and said, "I won't do it.
You'll have to find someone else”’? Had he done this, what do you think
the consequences might have been? Would Mike have been on legally
firm ground if he had taken this stand? :

Projects

1. First period is often a problem in ‘schools. Students sometimes arrive
late because of bus breakdowns. Substitute teachers arrive late because
they are not informed untii the last minute that they are needed. Find
out what flexible scheduling is, and see whether you think this can pro-
vide partial solutions to some of these problems.
Think of lessons you might teach in two subject areas=outside your
major area of concentration if you had to cover for one period in such
classes. ’

[

The Care and Handling of Principals. Teachers who get along with
their principals are happier and more effective in the classroom than those
who do not. Remember that principals must enforce rules. Like police offi-
cers, they are bound to enforce some rules that they themselves may ot
like. Perhaps they may even be working to change some of the rules that
you consider stupid; but until they gpcceegd, they have no course but to
enforce the rules of the district. T

~ Principals have many pressures to bear in the course of an average
day. From their offices are often administered restaurants (the school cafe-

teria), transportation systems (school buses; student and faculty parking),

" accounting operations (the keeping of school records and accounts), coun-=

“seling and mediation centers (coping with outraged parents, troubled stu-
dents, pressure groups), and many other related activities.. You may be one
of a fairly large number of teachers, and principals depend upon teachers
to assumne responsibilities and to act maturely. This means putting the wel-
fare of the school and its students far ahead of personal convenience. This
means not doing things that put the school and/or the principal in legal
jeopardy through damage suits. This means getting necessary reports in on
time, accurately completed. School attendance records arc among the most
important legal documents that a school deals with; the allocation of funds
to most school districts is based on average daily attendance rather than
on the number of students enrolled, and principals cannot obtain accurate
information about average daily attendance unless teachers keep dependable
records and get these to the principal’s office when they are most needed.
Being a day late with such records can delay a principal’s report for which
there may be an absolute deadline.
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Keep principals informed about what you are doing in your classes
by making lesson plans and syllabi available, Most schools will keep a file
of such matzrials in the main office or in departmental offices, and such
files must be kept up-to-date if the school’s administrators are to be able
to deal intelligently and from a well-informed base with unexpected
problems,

Use restraint i1 dealing with principals even if they do not use re-
straint in dealing with you. Be firm when you must, but try to avoid making
rash judgments about administrators and, before acting, try to think
through the consequences of what you are doing and to see the situation as
much as you can from the administrator's point of view.

You and your administrators have the same basic aim: to provide the
best possible education to the students with whom you deal. Let this com-
mon aim be the bond which allows you to see your administrators in the
fairest light possible.

JOB DESCRIPTION
SECONDARY PRINCIPAL*

2

Position Title: Principal of Secondary School (in upper-middle-class neighbor-
' hood within a metropolitan community—population 250,000,
school has grades 10 through 12 with an enrollment of 1,500

. pupils).

Responsible to:  Superintendent of the school system. Works cooperatively and
responsibly with the central office.

Primary Assumes administrative duties for effective operation and

Functions: maintenance of the school. Assumes instructional leadership
duties to provide necébsary teaching and learning resources for
pupil needs.

Qualifications:
1. Education  Minimum of master’s degree (M.Ed., M.S.,, M.A., EdM.) in
administration.
2. Experience Minimum of four years of successful teaching experience (ex-
' pericnce in an administrative capacity such.as department head
- or vice-principal would be desirable).

*This is a typical job description for a secondary school principal and is included
to illustrate what is typica'ly required of one who seeks to be a principal at that
level.
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3. Cemﬁcatmn Certified by the state department of education in fields of

teaching and administration,

4, Personal

"o

Major
Responsibilities:

now

I

Possesses optimistic attitude.

Has a stable philosophy of administration and education.
Works with people cooperatively .:nd has understanding of
human behavmr

Exhibits creativity and imagination.

Maintains self-improvement thfough professional growth
and research.

1. Learning Atmasphere

a.

v

[a]

2. Instruction

o

R 0

3. Administration

o

I

a.

€.

Promotes cooperation and understanding among teachers
and administrators.

Improves the physical conditions for learning situations.
Supports and promotes an atmosphere of creative ideas and
responsible change.

Provides resources which enhance professional develop-
ment.

Encourages participation in professional activities and or-
ganizations. -

Provides leadership for curriculum study and instructional
innovations. 7
Cooperates with supervisory personnel assigned to work
with teachers on instructional improvement.

Encourages experimental projects.

Maintains job descriptions in all departments.

Organizes committees to evaluate m:tru;hu:mal materials.

Mamtamg records in all areas c:E fé“-{:ﬂ)n |lxty :
Prepares the school budget and allocates funds for instruc-
tional material and supplies.

Is involved in the selection and placement of professional
staff in the area of needed responsibility.

Supervises school faculty and staff.

4. Human Relations

a.

o
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Consults teachers about decisions in their particular teach-
ing areas. )

Inspires confidence on the part of teachers and all other
staff members through sincere praise of their work.
Inﬂuences schuulxcﬁmmumty relatmng thmugh actwe par-

tw;hes

Encourages parental involvement in improving learning’

environments and experiences dealing with welfare of the
children.
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Organizational . 5
Relationships:

Responsibility Has direct responsibility to the superintendent of Schamls'

Consults with assistant or associate superintendents and with
- supervisors. _

Authority Has staff authority for school, decisions and actions, with
approval of the superintendent. Has direct authority over staff
and teachers in a particular school. Has direct authority over
persons on specific school work (other than teachers).

Coordinative Relation-
ships with:
. Department heads o ' '
. Assistant principals and tea&hus
In-service program personnel
Directors of student teaching
Purchasing and supply personnel
Buildings and grounds personnel
Dlre;:h:rs «:F mstmt‘tmn

mmumwwwww

" Additional elements of the ]Db descnptmn cau]d be working conditions, fringe

benefits, selection procedure, retention procedure, salary, etc.

Beginning teachers, particularly those teaching in rather large school
districts, will normally be visited periodically by supervisors. Some school
districts call these people “"helping teachers” rather than supervisors, but
the responsibilities of people so employed are essentially the same. -

Supervisors may be generalists (e.g., a middle school supervisor for a
school district) or specialists (e.g., English, social studies, science, art,
music, reading, or mathematics supervisors). These people have had con-
siderable successful teaching experience, often in a broad variety of teach-
ing environments. They have normally had training beyond the bachelor’s
degree level both in their subject area(s) and in professional education
courses. In order to obtain the supe.visor’s certificate in most states, a
teacher must meet the dual requirements of having broad teaching experi-
ence and c:F having Qgrsued fcnsiderablé graduate study, much oE it in su:h
agy, sacmlngy, and c::ther related subjects,

The Role of the Supervisor. Supervisors have two fundamental roles
in school districts. Most school people agree that these roles are of about
equal importance, Supervisors are responsible for—

1. Helping teachers in matters related to curriculum pl:mmng and

classroom management

uJ
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2. Evaluating the effectiveness of the teachers under their jurisdiction
and communicating their judgments to those concerned with mak-
ing decisions about tenure and retention. (In some areas the super-
vision and evaluation of teachers may be the responsibility of school
administrators, particularly principals and department chairpersons,

_ rather than supervisors.

Because of the second function, some beginning teachers are fearful.
of supervisors. Sometimes this fear prevents them from discussing their
difficulties as beginning teachers with a supervisor lest the supervisor think
the teacher is not effective. Until this impasse is overciiue, the supervisor.
is really nut in a position to help a beginning teacher as fu.lv a= nassible.

How to Overcome One's Fear of Supervisors. Whether your super-
visor is called a helping teacher or not, do not forget that those in a super-
visory capacity are mature, seasoned people. Most of them have been
exceptional teachers, but most of them also have the sensitivity to remem-
ber what it was like to be an insecure, frightened beginning teacher and to
feel an empathy with you as you struggle to find your way. Supervisors
want to help, but they are not mind readers: they can help only if you let
them know what your problems and insecurities are.

The best way to feel somewhat secure in seeking such help is to ask
whether it might be possible for the supervisor to meet with all the begin-
ning teachers under his/her jurisdiction at regular intervals, perhaps once.
2 month until Christmas and once every two months thereafter. Just as
reticent and retiring students gain self-confidence through group activities,
and become participants in such situations, so will a group of beginning
teachers come to realize that they are not alone in their problems and come

‘to gain security through this realization. No one is more isolated in our

society than a teacher who teaches for all but an hour or so during a school
day. Individual teachers may not know much about how anyone else
teaches, not even the colleague next door; they do not always realize that,
like themselves, half the teachers in the school may have to cope with
signifi.ant discipline problems immediately before lunch period and with
students falling asleep in class immediately after lunch period. Thinking
that they alone are dealing with such problems may léad them to question
their own worth and effectiveness as teachers. Knowing that others have
the same problems helps them to view their own situations with more objec-
tivity and to bring a detachment which may help them to work out some
solutions to their problems. )

How Supervisors Can Help Beginning Teachers. Supervisors can be
extremely helpful in making teachers aware of available resources and
services. Building administrators usually have a less comprehensive view

‘of a school district than supervisors because supervisors work either in an

entire district or, in a very large school district, within a major division of

‘that district. Therefore, if you need supplementary books or films or cas-

settes of poets reading their works, the supervisor will likely know whether
such items are available as well as where and how to obtain them.
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Supervisors are very busy people who have many demands made upon

them. Therefore, rather than saying casually to a supervisor, “ I wish I.

could find twenty-eight copies of Maeterlinck’s Life of the Bee to use with

my Biology I class,” you might say, “'T would love to be able to use Maeter-

linck’s Life of the Bee with my Biology I class right after the Easter vaca-
tion. I need twenty-eight copies for about three weeks. I have written down
what I need and when [ need these books, should they be available. Could
you try to find them for me? I have also noted that [ could use them from
May 10 to May 21 if they aren’t available on my preferred date.”

It is businesslike to handle this sort of request in writing, and super-
visors appreciate having teachers proceed in this manner. Requests should
be brief and direct and should contain the following items:

1. Teacher’s name

Designation of the class(es) with which the requested item(s) will
be used

Ak

The number of items needed
The preferred date on which the item(s) should be available

The date on which the item(s) will be returned

oo e Ly

Alternate dates that would work for you if the item(s) you want
cannot be obtained on the preferred date

Alternate materials which might serve as substitutes if the first
choice is not available.

;\J\

Remember that supervisors are more likely to fill requests that they
carry in their hands than requests that they carry in their heads. They are
only human and when their circuits become overloaded, they may forget
things. Written requests may obviate the problem,

Observation by a Supervisor. Most first-year teachers will be observed
periodically by their principals, by department chairpersons, and by district
somewhat apprehensive by such observations, However, the people who
are doing the observing are well experienced and are observing you in the
hope and expectation that they can help you deal with the problems com-
mon to nearly every beginning teacher. Most supervisors will schedule
their supervisory visits in advance, at least to the extent of telling you on
what day you may expect them. In fairness to them, try to arrange not to
spend the whole class period on the stipulated day giving an examination
or showing a movie. .

If you must give an examination or show a movie on this day, you
may explain the situation and ask whether the observer would prefer to
come on another day. If an observer appears without forewarning and an
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examination or movie is scheduled, invite the observer to stay if he/she
wishes, but also express your willingness to have him/her come at some
more appropriate time.

The presence of an observer in the room may cause your students to
act atypically T’hey may shc::'w off and blmk pmgress But more likely,

try to remain c,alm, CQQL and ccllected!
When the observer enters the room, introduce him/her. as you would

Aintroduce any other guest. Be casual about it. Just say, “Boys and girls,

Ms. Benson is going to be visiting our class today.” Then see that Ms.
Benson has a copy of any books or materials that the class is using during
that period. If you have a copy of your lesson plan, let Ms. Benson see it.
If this is not possible, you might involve the class immediately by asking,
“Jennie, would you tell us what we were doing yesterday?”” Make sure the
studeﬁf you ask to da Ehis is an ztteﬂtive one. When he/she has finished,

* Not all superwsar; demand to see lesscm plansi If yt:)u are able to show
them well-coordinated lesson plans, however, they will immediately have
increased confidence in your professionalism. Also, such plans can provide

an excellent basis forediscussion during the conference following the super-

visory visit. If you know in advance that you are going to be observed, put
copies of all your lesson plans in a folder to be presented to your visitor
upon arrival. Do not feel that you must stick religiously to your lesson
plan on any given day or that you must cover everything it includes. Per-
haps the class will develop in such a way that a departure from the lesson
plan is justified and will lead to better learning outcomes. The lesson plan
is merely an indication of what might be covered on a given day.

SUPERVISOR ARRIVES IN MIDDLE OF CLA%S

Ms. Norris is the district supervisor in social studies. She has just completed
her third supervisory visit to Blair Bolling’s classes. She arrived twenty minutes
before the end of his first-period class and was th for the end of a discussion
on Manifest Destiny which was followed by a reading assignment and study
questions to be begun in the remaining ten minctes of the period. Mr. Bolling
circulated among the students during these last ten minutes, helping them with
their work and answering their questions. One student was aﬁléep in the back of
the class the whole time Ms. Norris was in the room. When the reading assign-
ment was made, two students went to a work table in the rear of the room and
began to play chess,

After Ms. Norris observed Mr. Bolling’s second-period class, they went to
the teachers’ lounge during third penud wher® Mr. Bolling had no class to teach.

bl

After getting coffee, Ms. Norris said, “Let’s concentrate first on what [ observed
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in your first-period class, Blair. Can you fill me in on what happened during the
first part of the class? I am sorry, incidentally, that I could not be there when
the class began, but just as | was heading into the building, I received a message

to call my office, and I had to deal with something rather complicated there. I

thought I had better catch what I could of first period because that is rather a
mixed class that might be a little frustrating to teach.”
“Yes,” Blair answered. ‘I am glad you got to see some of that class. They .

‘do put a gray hair on my head now and then.” He then sketched in for Ms,

Norris two activities the class had done before her arrival: group work on Civil
War projects and review of vocabulary words which might give them trouble
in their reading. “Then,” said Blair, “we began on the discussion of Manifest
Destiny, which we were about halfway into when you arrived: I hope you did
not mind that I failed to introduce you, but the kids were enough interested in
the discussion that they didn’t notice your appearance, so I decided just to let
them continue.”

“Yes, they were wrapped up in the discussion. I think you were wise to let
them go on with it. I think they are getting used to having observers by this
time.” . T

“Yes. The principal and an associate superintendent have been in, asswell as
some students from the university. I guess by December they begin to think
visitors are a natural part of things.” Blair continued, “You may have wondered
about the two students who did not begin on their assignment and went to the
back of the room to play chess.”

Ms. Norris allowed that she was a little curious about this, and Blair ex-
plained, “They are two kids who should be in a much faster section. They landed
with this group because of scheduling problems. They are so far ahead i svery-
thing that I have been allowing them to take advanced tests on the material, and
I allow them certain privileges like playing chess.”

“How do the other students feel about that?”” Ms. Norris queried.

“It was their idea. We did it town meeting style one day, and they decided
that students who wanted to work harder and get ahead should be given certain
privileges like playing chess, reading magazines. going to, the library during the
last fifteen minutes of class, or working on projects.” :

“Well, that sounds fair enough,” said Ms. iNuiris, ““as long as all the students
in class know. that they qualify for such privileges if they meet the require-
ments.”” She paused momentarily, then asked, rather hesitantly, “What about the
student who was sleeping?”

“That is Donald,” Blair told her. “He had a severe drinking problem, and
the counselors have been working with the coach and me to see what we can do
for him. He has made good headway—he says he hasn’t had a beer in six weeks.
He has a Christmas job in the stockroom of Perry’s and puts in eight to ten
hours a night. He comes from a poor family, and he needs the job if he is going
to have clothes to wear. I have encouraged him to come to school, even if he has
to sleep, because I don’t want him to end up dropping out, which could happen.
If he sleeps, I let him sleep. After Christmas, when he is under less pressure, I
will work with him individually and make sure he is doing all right. Surprisingly,
he is keeping up pretty well with his reading; he just runs out of steam by nine
in the morning, having worked until eight, so he dozes off in class.”

Questions for Thought and Discussion
1. Do you think it is ever justifiable for an observer to arrive in class after
fhe class has begun? Consider the pros and cons.

2. Do you think that Mr. Bolling was wise not to call attention to Ms.
Norris‘s arrival in the class?

Lo ] . SD
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3. How do you feel about giving some students privileges like playing chess
during class time? Is it better that this particular privilege grew out of
class discussion and action, or does this weaken Bolling’s role as the
authority figure in the class?

4. How would you deal with .. situation such as Donald’s?

5. Do you think a teachers’ lounge is a satisfactory place to have a con-
ference with a supervisor? Give some pros and cons. In a crowded

-school, where else might teachers have conferences? Look around your
school and try to find at least five places which you might use for this
purpose.

Projects

1. List six activities that students might engage in if they finish their work
s early in your class. These activities should be related ir some way to
your subject field. For example, students in a foreign language class
might work on a crossword puzzle in the foreign language.
List at least four ways in which you might engage your students who
are particularly bright or who finish their work early in activities that
will help other students in the class to learn better.

L

‘Lois Dornblazer is in her first month of full-time teaching. Her assignment
is to the third grade at William G. Simms Elementary School. She was a last-
minute appointee and missed the orientation days for teachers late in August.
She has had trouble getting organized, and finally asked that the supervisor, Ms.
Gillette, come to observe her class and help her with her planning.

Ms. Gillette appeared in Lois’s class at about ten in the morning,.just when
the students were going out for their milk break. Lois asked another teacher to
supervise them so that she could greet Ms. Gillette, telling her, “I am really glad
you could come to see me today. I need help. As soon as the students return from
their break, we will do some spelling drill and then we will have a spelling bee.
The kids always seem to like this and to behave well during it. I saved the
spelling bee until you got here so that you could see how well the students really
cando.” . )

At that point the students began to return to the room. One of them, Sheila,
a usually quiet and retiring girl of eight, said, “Ms. D., I need to ask you some-
thing.” Lois went to a corner of the room with her where Sheila asked in a
very loud whisper, audible to all, “Who is that old lady? Is she your mama?”’

Lois replied, quite loudly, “Sheila, that is a terrible thing to say! [ want you
to apologize to Ms. Gillette right now. Do you understand? You apologize to
her.”

Sheila looked surprised and began to cry.

Questions for Thought and Discussion
1. Do you think Lois showed good judgment in requesting that the super-
visor come to observe her?
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In Lois’s stuation, do you think you would have asked another teacher

to take your students to their milk break? How else might you have

handled the situation?

3. Demblu:’er is not the easiest name to remember or to pronounce. Do you
. think that Lois was correct in allowing her students to call her Ms. D,

or do you think this is too informal?

4. Do you think that Lois really wanted help from Ms. Gillette? Discuss

fully, referring to clues that you find in the dialogue.

Did Sheila intend to be rude to Ms. Gillette? How would you have

handled this situation?

R ]
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Project
V\Eitl’\ some Fric_nd-;. ru]g plav thr: sxtuatien di‘s&.flbi‘d hr:n; First h.}\mg Lms

NOISE LEVEL IN OPEN-SPACE SCHOOL BOTHERS TEACHER

Betty Huber’s first assignment as an English teacher is in the newly estab-
lished Belhaven Middle School, which occupies a. new building on the outskirts
of a small farming community. The school was built on the open-space concept
and is architecturally breathtaking. Broad, carpeted inclines lead from one level
to another. The hub of the school is a modern resources center; it is well
equipped and well stocked with books, phonograph records, tapes, cassettes,

filmstrips, and every conceivable kind of materials. Belhaven Middle School is to

be a model experimental school with much of its funding from the federal gov-
ernment and from special state allocations.

Betty was tremendously excited about the pmspe;t of teaching in such a
school; however, at the end of her first month there, she was beside herself. She
found it difficult to adjust to the noise level and to the lack of privacy. She still
planned lessons with a more traditional school in mind, only to find that they
did not work at BMS, as the school is called. Not only was she disturbed by the
noise from other classes, but her noise disturbed other teachers. For example,
Ms, Fitch, who had been Betty’s sophomore social studies teacher, was teaching
beside her one day when Betty planned to play a recording of Synge’s Riders to
the 5ea for her class. Once the recording began, Ms. Fitch’s students began to
move closer and listen rather than to take part in the lesson Ms. Fitch was trying
to teach. Finally Ms. Fitch asked Betty whether she could loawer the volume on
the phonograph. Betty did so, but then her students could not hear the p]ay
well enough to follow it.

Betty knew that the middle school supervisor for the district was aware of
some of the problems that teachers at BMS were facing. She did not think that it
was terribly important that Mr. Rockle, the supesvisor, observe her classes at this
point. What she reallyneeded was just to talk with him about some of her
problems. She asked him~whether he could meet with her at the end of school
one day, and an appointment was set up. He arrived fifteen minutes ahead of
schedule, just in time to see the tail end of Betty’s last-period class. Betty had
almost no voice left. The air conditioning was malfunctioning and hot, irritable
students were flying paper planes for diversion. A few of the less rambunctious
kids were passing notes to students in other classes on the periphery of their
class space. Betty was near tears and showing it. She was talking hoarsely about
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subject-verb agreement, writing examples on the movable chalkboard. Few
students were listening. Those trying to listen had difficulty hearing. Finally, the
bell rang; school was over for the day. Betty was wondering privately how many
more days like this she could survive. ‘

She and Mr, Rockle went to the resources center where they could sit and
talk at a table. They stopped on the way at a soft drink machine and Mr. Rockle
bought them each a soda, saying, “You sound as though you could use something
to wet your whistle.” How right he was! :

Mr. Rockle began. “I know youtr problems in adjusting to this sort of edu-
cational experiment are not small ones. I know how discouraged you must
become at times. But there is a tremendous challenge here.”

“A challenge which I feel inadequate to meet most of the time, Betty
interrupted.

“What do you view as your most significant problems, Ms. Huber?”

“Weli, knowing that you were coming, | have jotted them down—and |
think that mv list is similar to lists that other teachers might make if they were
asked to do so.” :

“How many problems have you on your list?” Mr. Rockle asked.

“I limited myself to five. | could have included others, But | wanted to have
a ma-ageable list for us to work with.”

“Limiting your list will make it easier for us to focus on the most pressing

problerni. What do you have on your list?” .
- “First, 1 have a question about the noise level. Even with acoustical walls
and carpeted floors, there is always noise. Second, | wonder how to keep my
students from being distracted by other things that are going on around them.
Third, | want to use the marvelous resources that the resource center offers; but
when I do this, other teachers complain that it distracts their students—and
their complaints are justified. Fourth, | never can get off alone with students who
need special help or who need to have the riot act read to them. There always
seems to be an audience. Fifth, I have to talk above so, much competing noise
to be heard that by the end of the day I have a sore throat and almost no voice.
When | go home, | don’t want to talk with anyone. [ am drained. I just want to
watch TV and go to bed early.”

“May I take a copy of your list with me? It really would help me to deal
generally with some of the adjustment problems other teachers in this situation
are having. As you say, your problems are not yours alone.” '

“Yes, you are welcome to the list. | made a copy for you and one for me.”

“Let me ask you two or three direct questions, Ms, Huber. They are intended
help you assess your deepér emotions about your situation here. First, did you
el better after you had written your list?” -

Betty smiled and said, “Yes, as a matter of fact, I did. Is that a good sign?”
She laughed. ;

“It probably is,” Mr. Rockle responded. “Question 2: If we could arrange a
transfer for you to a more traditional school, would you like us to do s0?”

Betty did not hesitate for an instant. She immediately replied, “Oh, no. |
don’t want to move. | just want help in getting on top of this situation.” .

“Guood for you, Ms. Huber. You're going to make it. Question 3: While |
meditate on your list of problems, will you, over the next week or ten days, make
up a list of positive feelings you have about this school and about open educa-
tion? If you let me work on the problems while you work on things that you
think this school can offer better than a traditional school would, T think that
we can meet each other halfway and come to a better understanding of what we .
are about. How about having me come by after school a week from Tuesday?”

Betty, obviously more relaxed tharv she had been, replied, “That's fine with. -
me. Really, you have given me a new view of the situation.”

to
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Questions for Thought and Discussion

1. Do you think that Mr. Rockle should have talked with Betty about the
seeming lack of control which he witnessed in her class just before school
was over? Why or why nat?

2. Do you think that Betty's listing only five problems made Mr. Rockle
think that her problems were really not very serious? Defend your
answer.

3. Did Mr. Rockle really give Betty any help Be specific in answering this
question.

4. Why do you think Mr. Rockle asked Betty to draw up a list of positive
feelings she had abeut the school? Was this a good idea on his part?

5. What do you think was the most crucial question that Mr. Rockle asked
Betty?

Projects

1. Compose a list of the five things that bother you most about your present
teaching situation.

2. Compose a list of the five things you fxnd mos. attractive about your

. teaching situation.
3. Drawa rough sketch of > modern school building that you think would
best. serve your educational ghilosophy. .
JOB DESCRIPTION
ELEMENTARY SUPERVISOR *
Position Title: E‘levﬁiemar’y Supervisor

Responsible to:  General Elementary Supervisor

Description: The Elementary Supervisor is responsible for all elementary
' ’ education K=6, except music and physical education. -
Qualifications:” 1. Minimum of four years experience as a teacher in the

- elementary school.
- 2. State certification in teaching and supervision. Minimum of
master’s degree from an accredited institution. Evidence of
continuing professional study and job-related growth.

*This is a-typical job.description for a supervisor_at the elementary level and is
included to illustrate what is typically ﬁ:qmred of one who would seek employ-
ment as a :upewxsar at that level



Primary Functions:

I. To provide leadership in the elementary instructional program by:

A. Supervising instruction in grades K=é through:

1.

5
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Demonstrating teaching techniques.

Assisting teachers in the schools.

a,

c.

d.

Waorking with new teachers.
(1) Planning and organizing an orientation program consist-

ing of: i

(a) General meeting of all new teachers.

(b) Crade-level meetings with teachers relative to planning
in general (long-range) and planning specifically good
lessons in each area.

(2) Providing informal conferences with principals and teach-

ers individually and in small groups as a means of follow-
up.

Working with E’\pEFIEﬂLEd teachers.

(1) Planning programs related to specific goals at the request
of teachers and prmup;ls with the supervisor helping in
the assessment of needs.

Helping all teachers.

(1) Planning informal group or individual conferences.

(2) Demonstrating techniques of teaching related to (1)(b).

(3) Demonstrating techniques of teaching in all areas with in-
dividual teachers and small groups of teachers in a class-
room situation,

{4) Executing a follow-up program in all schools.

{5) Developing cooperative procedures in the classroom.

{(6) Helping teachers select, requisition, and use materials indi-
cated in the.recommended list. -

{7) Conducting district-wide workshops.

Helping student teachers.

(1} Assisting in assigning and coordinaling the work of smdent
teachers.

Visiting the elementary schools assigned at regular intervals and on
the request of the principals, teachers, General Eles antary Super-
visor, Assistant Superintendent, Superintendent.

Working. with principals and teachers in the improvement of the
instructional program, e.g.:

a.

b.

[o]

d

Conducting meetings building-wide, division-wide, and district-
wide.

Working with special committees in such areas as instructional
materials, testing, language arts, social studies, science, arithme-
tic, and art.

Cosponsoring the work of lhe Association for Childhood Edu-

cation. )

Working with the local Council of the International Reading
Association and the Kindergarten-Elementary Council.

Providing consultant services to principals and teachers.
Evaluating and -improving a comprehensive language arts pro-
gram, e.g.;

(1) Helpmg tEdLhEFS and pnnupmr organize a developmental
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(2) Helping teachers and principals organize their reading pro-
grams on a co-basal plan of instruction.

{3) Helping teachers plan, develop, and .valuate their total
language arts programs.

(a) Demonstrating the use of formal and informal tests
as related to listening. speaking, reading readiness,
reading, and writing.

(b) Helping teachers plan their instructional programs.

(¢) Demonstrating good reading lessons and language les-
sons as well as management of class groups and small
groups.
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Providing services for professional improvement.
Interpreting instructional problems arising in the elementary schools
to the administrative staff and to the community.
8. Providing consultant services on organizational instructional prob-

Mo

9. Assisting with the assignment and the work of the student teachers.

10. Assisting the Assistant Superintendent in the selection of new

members of the teaching staff.
11. Preparing reports and bulletins and keeping the necessary records
requested by the General Elementary Supervisor, the Assistant Su-

peri—*endent, and the Superintendent.

II. To coordinate the activities of the elementary instructional program.

1L

A

To

monw>

Coordinating the work of special -ommittees as assigned by the Gen-
eral Elementary Supervisor,

Courdinating the selection of the best available materials in specific
curriculum areas as assigned by the General Elementary Supervisor.

. Coordinating the preparation, writing, and revision of all elementary

informal tests as directed by the Ge reral Elementary Supervisor.

Asuisting in the identification of needs and planning with teachers,
principals, General Elementary Supervisor, Assistant Superintendent,
and the Superintendeat for a professional in-service development pro-
gram for elementary teazhers.

1. Activities of the Elementary Council.

2. Problems in individual schools.

assume other general related responsibilities.

. Conferring with representatives of book companies.

Attending professional meetings.
Participating in professional meetings at local, state, and national fevel.
Administering, scoring, and interpreting the prekindergarten test.
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RELATIONSHIPS WITH SCHOOL STAFF

The effective and efficient running of any school depends to a large
extent on the nonteaching members of the school statf. These include school
bus drivers, cafeteria workers, custodial staff, librarians and’/or media
specialists, school nurses, school secretaries, and a host of otl - people
who serve the school community in various ways. '

School Bus Drivers. Your contact with school bus drivers may be quite
limited, although most teachers who have bus duty one or two days a
month at least become aware of some of the complexities of running the
sort of transportation system operated by many school districts.

Discipline may sometimes become a problem on school buses. Dis-
ciplinary problems on buses can do a great deal to reduce the safety with
which the buses are operated. Drivers who must pay attention to the road
cannot easily do so if six students are having a fight in the back of the bus.
If you, as a teacher, work constantly to make your students feel the neces-
sity to be responsible for their own actions, you will bring them closer to
the point of being able to behave in all situations. If you become aware of
problems involving discipline on school buses in which your students ride,
it 15 wholly appropriate to take time out to discuss the implications of mis-
behavior in this sort of situation. The school bus drivers may not know that
you have done so, but any noticeable improvement in student behavior on
their buses will make them be much relieved and will help their driving
to be safer. ‘

School buses will sometimes arrive at school late, particularly during
bad weather. If you see that it is raining heavily or that a light snow has
begun to fall, try to anticipate that some buses will be late and begin your
day with a review or with some other material that is not wholly crucial.
If you have scheduled an examination for that period, see if you can shift
it to another time. [f buses arrive late, the office will inform you. In most
cases, you hould admit students on late buses into class without a written
excuse, pro. Jed the main office has made an announcement that a given
bus has arrived late.

If you note that one or two buses. are more frequently late than the
others, you may have to approach the school administration to see whether
something can be done about the situation. Such buses usually have long
runs and serve remote areas. Perhaps their schedule has to be extended if
they are to get students to school on time. Repeated lateness can have an
adverse effect on students in first-period classes; and vou, as a teacher, must

You can assist school bus drivers by dismissing your classes punctually
at the end of the day. Remember that students who ride school buses prob-
ably have no other way to get home. If you delay them so that they miss
their buses, then getting them home becomes your ethical responsibility.

Cafeteria Workers. The best service that teachers can render to those
who run the food services in the school is to see that students arrive at the
school cafeteria on time. Do not keep classes beyond the lunch bell. Hun-

87

or



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

dreds, sometimes thousands, of students must be served in a relatively short
time, and late dismissal from classes puts an added burden on both students
and cafeteria staff.

Students \\‘hi)%t l’EJLhéf's imluding thtir .1rlie5t tmcherg their par—
ing Lafet&rm \,mrLPr:- mth Lansgdemngn. It you obsene any LJE yDLr
students doing otherwise, talk with them about their behavior.

Just as vou expect students to clean up their room toward the end of
class, so should vou encourage them to clean up their tables at the end of a
meal. Under no circumstances should students be permitted to eat in your
classes before meals, because they will likely spoil their appetites by doing
s0. Most cafeteria workers like to see students enjoy the meals which they
have worked to prepare and serve. You as the teacher can do a great deal to
assure the cafeteria staff that their work is appreciated.

Custodial Staff. As a teacher, you will probably have met your school

janitor, who is normally on duty during school hours. Other members of

the custodial staff often work during the times when school is not in ses-
sion; therefore you may not see them. You can cooperate with these people
in ways that can make the school a pleasanter environment in which you
can teach and in which students can learn.

As a beginning teacher, get to know the people who keep your school
clean and who make the repairs necessary for its smooth operation. Seek
them out, even if this means going down to the boiler room an hour before
school begins some day. Let them know who you are and which room(s)
you occupy. Let them know that you appreciate their services, understand
some oF their pmblemg Jﬁd have come ta meet them Bemuse you want to
more vxeslble EnLGumge them to let you L;naw what specml pmblems they
may have with your room or with your part of the building which ynu
might help to bring under control.

The most obvious thing that you can do to help the custodial staff is to
make sure that any room in which you teach is left in good condition when
you are through using it. Make sure that paper is picked up from the floor.
Check toward the back of the room to see that students have not immortal-
ized themselves by carving up desks.

If you are strict about not allowing eating or the chewing of gum in
your room, the problem of finding chewing gum under seats and half-eaten
sandwiches crammed into desks will be eliminated. You can set an example
for students by straightening up your own desk toward the end of each
period or at the end of the school day and by erasing the chalkboard or
having a student do so for you.

Be sure to keep an eye out for broken chairs and desks. These.items
can be hazardous, and often they can be repaired effectively if they are not
used after the initial damage has been discovered. cxert your control to
keep students from mistreating school property, and set a good example by
showing respect for such property yourself.

oo
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If you have animal cages, aquaria, or any kinds of displays in your
room, try to confine these to an area which can be cleaned around. Be
especially sure that animal cages and aguaria are cleaned frequently by
vour students, It is not the job of the crstodial staff to do this sort of work.

Lavatories are particularly abused parts of many schools where stu-
dents tend to smoke, to throw paper around, to leave water running, and to
decorate the walls with graffiti. Most schools try to control access to lava-
tories during class periods and to encourage students to use these areas
during designated times of the day. You can help the custodial staff and
the school administration by checking the lavatory nearest your room dur-
ing times of heavy use, as well as occasionally at other times. It takes only
a minute to do so, but if students know that frequent checks are routine,
they will be less likelv to misuse lavatory areas. Remember that smoking
is illegal in most states for students of school age; it also makes the work
of the custodial staff much more difficult. You, as a teacher, can work
toward the elimination of this almost universal problem simply by checking
rest rooms frequently.

Finallv, let your students get to know the people who keep the school
clean. If vou are having a career day, invite the custodial staff to come in
and tell about their jobs. This will help students to see from a different
viewpoint the hard work that these people do and to think twice about
making their tasks any more difficult than they already are.

School Librarians andor Media Specialists. School librarians are well-
trained professionals whose duties include maintaining the school library
and its collection, helping students and teac s find necessary materials, -
ordering new materials and cataloguing them when they arrive, giving stu-
dents instruction about how to use the library, and maintaining an atmos-
phere which is conducive to study. Many school libraries are designated
media centers, learning resource conters, or study centers, Increasing num-
bers of librarians are also trained media specialists.

Some schools have more than one librarian or media specialist. Nearly
all schools encourage students to be library aides during free periods, and
these aides are fundamental to the satisfactory operation of any library.

Large schools may have extensive learning resource centers which pro-
vide a considrrable diversity of materials and study areas. Some portions of
such learning resource centers may be set aside for quiet study, and in them
absolute quiet will be maintained. Other areas may be arranged for group
work and for the sort of study that involves quiet discission among stu-
dents. Where this is the case, absolute quiet must be maintained in the area
set aside for quiet study. This means that anyone in the designated area,
including teachers and administrators, will be expected to remain silent.

Librarians and media specialists can perform the following services
for you:

1. Come to your classes to talk with students about the general
use of the library "

(¥
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mgtteri -;-uc,h as a term paper, nhu_h mll require . wholg CL‘!SS
to use the library or learning resource center

3. Check out to vou a classroom library of books to be used for
a given period of time in a classroom study or learning center

4. Work with students who are sent to the library or learning
rzsource center to do research on a project

5. Locate materials that you need
6. QOrder materials that you need

7. Arrange for you to borrow films, filmstrips, slides, records,
and other software

8. Arrange for vou to borrow such hardware as you may require
to use with the software *
9, Set up library displays relevant to special learning units you

might be dealing with.

However, remember that librarians serve the whole school and have
many demands upon them. They must have ample lead time if they are to
order materials and/or equipment that wou request. Meet your librarian
and/or media specialist early in the school vear, and find out how much
lead time is required to obtain, for example, a film which your school dis-
trict owns. Find out also the possibility of securing films and other such
software as your school district does not own. Often state libraries will lend
these materials free of cost except for return postage. Since the competition
to obtain popular items is great, planning ahead is therefore essential.

Let vour librarian know when your students are likely to be using the
library extensively and for what purpose. Give the librarian a course sylla-
bus if vou have one. Find out vour ~chool’s policy for checking out in quan-
tity books which might be used as a classroom library.

Remember that librarians are not babysitters. Do not send students to
the library just because you have run out of things for them to do in your
room. If a day or more of library study is appropriate for your class, make
prior arrangements with the librarian, take your students to the library
right at the beginning ~f the period, and stay with them throughout the
period they are there, muking every effort to control them and to keep them
from disturbing other people. If, on the other hand, you are planning to
give your class twenty minutes at the end of the period-to do quiet work
at their desks and you know that five or six responsible students would
profit from spending that time in the library, explain the situation to your
librarian and ask whether they might come in toward the end of the period.
Make sure that such students have hall passes and that they do not dawdle
en route to the library. Also make sure that they know what their respon-
sibilities are within the library.

20
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If you borrow films and ‘or equipment from the media center, be sure
that vou return them promptly and in goed condition. If & film has broken
or it .1 piece of equipment is not working properly, report this in writing to
the media specialist when vou return the item. Also, you might wish to
evaluate in writing an item that has gone over particularly well with your
students or one that you considered a waste of time. Librarians like to be
informed so that they can make suggestions to other teachers about effec-
tive materials for use with classes.

Your librarian or media specialist can be your staunchest ally in the
school setting, but you must be considerate if you are to have this ally, and
you must be sufficiently well organized to let him or her know how best to
serve you and your students.

School Nurses. Many schools have full-time nurses. If vour school does
not have a regular nurse, some person who has been trained in first aid is
probably designated to be responsible in the event of sudden illness or
injury. Find out who this person is. Know from your first day the location
of the nurse’s office and/or health room.

Nurses serve four basic functions in schools:

1. They attend to students and staff who are ill or injured.

[ ]

They run routine examinations such as hearing and vision
checks, checks for head lice and other such problems.

3. They maiatain health records on students and supply teachers

1. They attempt to advise students and -taff on health matters
such as immunizations.

Remember that school nurses cannot prescribe and, in many states,

teachers and staff routine shots except under the direction of a physician,
usually during a mass immunization program. Do not embarrass school
nurses by asking them to do things which they are not empowered to do.
They will either have to refuse or to violate an established rule of their job,
so do not put them in the position of having to make a choice. If you un-
knowingly put them in such a position and they refuse to do what you ask,
apologize for having asked and do not hold the refusal against them.

School nurses will usually identify for vou any students in your classes
who have chronic health problems which might cause difficulties. Epileptics
can have seizures in class, although the likelihood of such occurrences has
been dramatically reduced by the use of modern drugs. Diabetics can go
into insulin shock from low blood sugar or into coma from high blood
sugar, and teachers have to know how to treat such emergencies should
they occur. The school nurse can brief you on first aid if such crises occur
and can also identify for you any students who may fall victim to other
frightening manifestations of illness from previously diagnosed conditions.
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It is well for beginning teachers to meet with the school nurse or with
someone in the school who has had extensive training in first aid to discuss
means of Jealing on an emergency basis with situations relating to health
and safety that might conceivakly vccur among students.

School Seeretirivs. School secretaries are usually overworked. They
handle many of the official reports which public schools are required to
submit regularly. They meet the public, often when members of that public
are at a peak of emotion—the angry parent who comes charging into the
office. for example. They are the liaison between busy administrators and
those who want to get through to them, including teachers. "Tiey answer

telephone calls, often at the busiest time of the day. Somet’ they are in
charge of Jispensing supplies and of running teachers’ .5 On mimeo-

graph or duplicating machines. Thev sometimes must dea: with disruptive
students whom desperate teachers send to the office to see a vice-principal.

the strong who survive.
You can get along with and substantially assist school secretaries by—

1. Trying to understand the pressures they work under.

2. Dutting vour requests for materials, supplies, appointments,
and the like in writing.

3. Getting vour reports in on time.
4. Thanking and praising them when theyv do something for you.
5. Not sending students to the office without a note clearly indi-

cating why thev are there.

6. Trving to avoid making requests of them during their peak
periods, which often come at the beginning and at the end of
the schoal day.

w]

Informing them if you are expecting visitors, such as guest
speakers or resource people, on a given day and providing
them, in writing, with the names of such people.

8. Smiling at them and greeting them warmly when you come
into the school office, but respecting the fact that they have
work to do and probably would prefer not te have inconse-
quential conversation with each of the hundreds of people
passing through the school office every day.

9. Treating them as the professionals that they are.

district to work with their teachers and administrators on matters of par-
ticular concern. Such consultants are sometimes in residence for extended
92
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periods of one week or more; however, they more often work with the
district ror one or two davs, often vonducting workshops on teacher work
das s Sometimes they offer in-service courses which might be conducted
tor two or three hours a dav after school on five or six successive Tuesdayvs
or Thursdavs. Sometimes credit is ottered teachers attending such sessions.

Wiho Are the Consudtantz7 Most consul- nts are well trained people
with some particular expertise that a school district is in need of. Some are
professors from institutions of higher learning; some are from state depart-
ments of public instruction; some are from other school districts; vet others
are independent consultants who have their own consulting firms. Most are
well trained and experienced in their fields of expertise.

Attitudes toweard Consultants, Many teachers resent consultants and
think that they cannot come to a school district for a short period of time
and effectively solve the problems with which they were engaged to deal.
This attitude is understandable and is, in large degree, correct. Consultants
are not brought into districts to solve problems, however; rather they are

toward their own solutions. Consultants provide information on new tech-
nigues, research, and understandings, Thev assess situations, often very

can point school districts in appropriate directions. They cannot deal single-
handedly in a day or two with problems which have developed over long
pericds of time.

How to Profit Most from Consnlt.ri!s. Most consultants welcome input
from teachers and administrators with whom they are dealing in workshop

are those in which evervone participates as fully as possible. Consultants
work most effectively when the people with whom they ar. working are
responsive and have a positive attitude. If a session with a consultant falls
flat, it may be because local participants were unwilling to give all that they
could to muke the session a succes

Remember that it is not necessary that vou be able to use every sug-
gestion made by consultants to benefit from their presence in a district.
Listen critically to their suggestions, always considering what might work
and what might not work in your immediate situation. You know your
students, your school, and your community. Consultants know their fields.
You, as a teacher, need to weigh what they say as fairly as possible and try
to implement those suggestions that stand a good chance of ~ucceeding with

your students. -

Consultants can us.ally provide useful suggestions for resource ma-
terials and for additioral reading in the fields of their expertise. Treasure
these suggestions. Also, many consultants express a williagness to write to
c questions after a workshop has been held.

teachers who send them specifi
[f a consultant is generous enough to offer this kind of assiscance, teachers
would be wise, indeed, to avail themselves of the offer.
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CHAPTER 4

Lesson Plans

Effective planning skills are essential in every profession. Teaching,
in particular, requires planning for each day’s activities. Daily lesson plans
are usually derived from a unit topic designed for varying lengths of time.
As unit topics are selected for teaching, long-range goals are established for
both students and teachers. Lesson plans enable you to break these goals
down into specifics, so that the day-to-day lessons can lead to eventual ful-
fillment of the unit plan goals. i

A lesson plan outline can follow any of several formats. It is best to
follow the format which meets your specific needs or is required by the
school system in which you work. Typical elements of a lesson plan might
include the following: title of the overall unit of study, date for which the
lesson is planned, title of the lesson, general objectives of the lesson, spe-
cific objectives of the lesson, leading questions, materials to be used, and
self-evaluation. These general ideas are envisioned as resulting from the
teaching of the unit and in this case the particular lesson; all are important
in identifying initial lesson information. How much should actually be
written in a daily lesson plan? We would suggest that lesson plans be
inclusive, yet brief. A beginning teacher’s lesson plan should be weli writ-
ten; it should give you an idea of where you want to go and what you wish.
to achieve. In this chapter, we will present a sample simplified lesson plan
format as well as examples of sample lesson plans. :

The specific objectives of the lesson should be listed in the lesson plan.
These objectives are the matters to which the teaching is directed, i.e., those

" workable concepts you wish to transfer to your students. The lesson plan

is the actual explanation of the procedures or plan of action for arriving at
the stated and desired objectives. Léadirng questions refer to those questions
or statements used to stimulate, introduce, set the stage for, or actively
involve students in the lesson and can be used as a lead-in to actual pro-
cedures. Materials for teaching include a list of all materials needed to carry
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out the lesson successfully. They should be listed inclusively. Self-evalua-
tion is the final area of consideration in a lesson plan. It can be a very
important aspect of the daily lesson, vet it is frequently neglected.

Take the time to self-evaluate vour lessons honestly at the end of each
day. Not only will this process indicate teacher effectiveness in interaction
with students; it will also measure goal attainment and the appropriateness
of materials and procedures used to achieve the goal. The self-evaluation
of lessons can take many forms. Questions ranging from Was the lesson
begun on tinme? to Were niv questions open or closed? may be the focus.
Prepare an inclusive list of questions to be used in self-evaluation. For each
les-on, seek the answers to the respective questions you feel are appropriate
for evaluating the lesson.

ible enough to adapt to student interest and input where feasible, It is
important that you, as teacher, use the lesson plan and not let the lesson
plan use you. In preparing lesson plans for each class, consider student
needs (individual and coliective). Fit each lesson plan to the students, not
the students to the lesson plan; i.e., the lesson plan should befor students
and should include their participation in a variety of ways, making them a
focal point while involving them actively in learning. When teachers try to
dominate the activities in the lesson plan, the student-learning situation is
usually unsuccessful.

direction to teacher and student efforts, thereby permitting the teacher bet-
ter preparation for the specifics of the lesson being taught and allowing the
teacher a better position to actuate the lesson; (2) bring more clearly into
focus both sequence and continuity of the learning to be achieved during
any given lesson: (3) provide a reference point for the teacher while teach-
ing; and (4) provide a record for the teacher. Lesson-plans have additional

may replace an absent teacher for one or more days. They are also of value
to supervisors, principals, or others who come to observe in the classroom.

Often both beginning and experienced teachers question the necessity

of writing lesson plans. There is little doubt that lesson plans take time and

effort if they are to be prepared correctly, but planning is an important

aspect of teaching. Professionals are expected te plan well. Even the trained

experience less than

and experienced professional teacher, however, car
ideal lesson plan writing brovght about by the limitations of time. It is
important-that plans be current. Since your classes change each year, your
respective students’ needs change as well. The same lesson lans cannot and
should not be utilized vear after year. Lesson plans must be reviewed and
updated. Material should be added to or deleted from the lesson plan
according to the needs of students. This process is a vital means by which
teachers teach effectively and students learn effectively.
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LESSON PLAN
{(Sample Format)

Objective(s):

Procedures:

T eading
Luestions:

Materials
for Teaching:

Other:

Self-evaluation:

SCIENCE LESSON PLAN
(Grade 10)

Objectives: Each student will be able to identify at least four out of
five contaminants in a sample of water during a 45-
minute test period. Each student will be provided with
(1) a sample of water containing five contaminants, (2)
chemicals necessary for the water analysis, and (3) direc-
tions and charts necessary to determine the contaminants

present.

Pr

[=]
"

cedures: Day I, General directions for use of the Water Poliution
Kit will be given the class along with demonstrations of
proper procedure.
Day II, IIl. The class will be taken to a stream, and work-

ing in groups of two and three will try to determine con-

96
L

o)

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



out (1) the ditferent possible water pollutants, (2} the
water pellutants present in the stream checked, ans 3)
the common procedural mistakes that lead to crroncous
conclusions.

Dav V. Test on students’ ability to follow directions and
use the test equipment.

Leading After studyinyg water pollution in the textbook, ask: Do
Questions: vor think the nearby stream is polluted? IWhat tupes of
pollution do vou think would be present? You say that
the atream i= pollured, but how could you tell for sure?
Materials I. Water Pollution Kit
for Teaching: 5 cpomijcals to make up samples of contaminated water
3. A nearby stream
Self-evaluation:
MUSIC LESSON PLAN
(Grades 2-6)
RHYTHM POEM
Objectives: 1. To learn body instrumerits. _
2. To memorize thythm poem, "My Heart Savs Thump ”
3. To construct five activities from one rhythm paem.
4. To define “ostinato.” ' '
Precedures: 1. Introduce body instruments.
2. Echo rhyvthnt patterns, ; S
37 Read selected poem, then have several students read
it different wavs, ’ '
4. Clap rhythm of vwords.
g 5. Discuss rhyming words, L
6. Discuss rhythin of first line ~Which word moves the
fastest? Do second and third line the samie way ‘mak-
: l ing long and short markwover the words, - i
- 7. Clap rhythm, , .
8. Clap rhythm and add chest drum. .

ERIC
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Leading
Questions:

Materials

for Teaching:

Other:

Self-evaluation:

9. Do rhythms without words—only think them to your-
self.

10. Divide group into three sections—each group starting
the rhythm at a different designated time., :

ol

. Add “ostinato” (thump, thump, thump, etc.).
- Add third part—"This is what my heart says.”

S ——
14

Did you know you have many rhythm instruments with
you right vow? Can someone find words in our poem that
are alike? Which word moves the quickest in our first line?

Poem, chalkboard and chalk, interest center~—cardboard,
tape recorder, and score sheet.

Poem
“My heart says thump.

My heart savs bump.

My heart says thump ba pump, pump, pump.”
Interest Center. A large board with the words to three
rhythm poems written on the left side numbered 1, 2, and
3. The rhythm patterns are written on the other side in a
different order with different numbers. Audio rhythm pat-
terns with body instruments recorded on tape recorder.
Object of center is to match the words, written and audio
rhythm on the score sheet. Answers at the end of each
recording section.

Objectives:

Procedures:

ERIC
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{Grade 3)

1. To differentiate between the sounds of 6, i, 7, and 3.
To identify the meaning of the new spelling words.

!J
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Leading

Questions:

Materials
for Teaching;:

Self-evaluation:

When class begins, the instructor will call aloud the fol-
lowing words—order, all, cause, moon, rule, move, foot,
put, fur, and farther—and have individual students place
these words under the correct sound. By working aloud
and stressing the noted vowels, students should be able to
distinguish between the four sounds. After completing
this exercise, each student will be required to make up
three new words that will fit under each heading. During
this time, the teacher will work with those pupils who are
having speial difficulties.

2. Toward the last half of the period, the instructor will
call out the fifteen new vocabulary words and have indi-
vidual students spell each one aloud. The students will
then use each one in a sentence and/or give the definition
of the word.

What is the vowel sound in e word “moon”? Is it long
or short? What is the sound of 67 What is the sound of G?
What is the sound of u? What is the sound of 37

Chalk, blackbeard, and spelling textbook,

Objectives:

Procedures:

ERIC
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ECONOMICS LESSON PLAN
(Grade 9)
1. To be able to differentiate between a corporation and
other tvpes of business awnerships.

To identify various types of stocks.

ra

To compare and contrast the prices of stocks and the
factors which determine their fluctuation.

[}

Read and study chapter on corporations and stocks. Dis-

cuss the chapter and review significant terms. Short lec-
ture explaining typical stock sales transaction and how to

.read the stock market page of the newspaper. Assign

problem—after studying the stock market page of the
newspaper, each student “invests’” a specified amount. The
investments are reviewed periodically.
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Leading
Questions:

Materials
for Teaching:

Self-evaluation: -

;P . R - ¥ o i N i iT Lo Fo o 22 2 =
the buying of stock & qood investment? How is the stock

market atbected by inflation, deflation, and recession?

Textbook, newspaper.

5]

Objectives:

Procedures and
Leading
Questions:

Materials
for Teaching:

Self-ev-luation:

1

MATHEMATICS LESS50ON PLAN
Introduction to Sets
(Grade 2)

Given pictures representing the term =cf, students will
be able tc identify familiar groups or collections as a
set.

[

[

Given a group of objects, students will be able t¢ de-
scribe the members of the set.

1. Introduce the term =¢t. A set is a group or collection of
objects. Each object in a set is a member of that set.
Each of these pictures represents a set. Can wou tell
me the members of each of these picture sets? (Use
flannel board and pictures)

Point out sets which the children can identify with:
fingers on haads, shoes, family, seasons, days of the

"~ week, months of the vear, colors in the flag, etc. What
are some sets you see in the classroom? Ask students
to name other sets with which they are familiar.

3. Ask some of the children to count the set of children

in the classroom. What iz the sct of boys? What is the
set of girls? Have each member of the sets stand up.

]

4. Display sets of obhjects for students to observe. Ask
them to describe the members of each set.

Ask the students to bring a sct or a picture of a set to
class to share with the other children. (These items
may then be used for a bulletin board or display on
the term set.)

w

1. Flannel board and pictures of familiar objects: books,
animals, tovs, fruit, etc,
Collections of books, shells, blocks, pencils, toys.
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TEACHER ASKED TO TAKE OVER UNRULY CLASS
WITH NO LES50N PLANS

Karry Crosby is a first=vear teacher at Maplewood Elementary S

inner-city school with an enrollment of about [o00 students, Mro Mosely, an
authoriterizn-tyvpe principal. expect= steict discipline and alwavs seems to be in
full control of his school. Karry has a group of lively third graders. She works
hard and plans diligently for each school day. The chiidren have accepted her
quite well. )
"Karry was three months into her teaching vear and just beginning to feel
ire with her Jdass when' y one morning the vlass was
interrupted by the intercom and Mr. Mosely !
sormeone to cover Ms. Farlev's sixth-grade class from twoe o'clock until the end
ot school. Those of yeu who have a free period, please let me know.” Karry knew
she would have the art teacher with her for that last hour, so she informed Mr.
ysely that she would be available.

Sinve Karry's day was a busy vne, she had no opportuniy to discuss lesson
plans with Ms. Farlev; neither did she have time to prepare any lessons of her
own, nor was she familiar with the sixth-grade children with whom she was to
work.

As she hastened toward Ms. Farley’s room, Karry was somewhat apprehen-
sive about the assignment. Upon arriving at the Jeor, she panicked evr = more.
The scene was chaotic—children woere scatterad everywhere about the room. The
teacher was teying to read a story to the class, but few children were listening.
As Karry hesitatingly entered the room, Ms. Farley stopped reading and boister-
ously scolded the unruly class. When this tactic failed to work, she slhimmed a
vardstick against the buard to gain their attention. Karry, rot aveustomed to this
sort of situation, contemplated leaving, but before she had the chanve, Ms, Farley
saw her and beckoned her into the room. “Wow, am [ glad yvou are here! They
are really wild today,” she said. Ms. Farley then handed Karry the book from

chool, an

Yiouge:

“Try to finish the story, and thanks. Good luck!”

Questions for Thought and Discussion
1. Should Ms. Farley have talked with Karry prior to ner taking over the
lassT What should they have discussed?

Is it fair to put another teacher in this type of situation? Explain.

T

How might written lesson plans have eased the problem for Karry? for
the students?

i

1. If you were left with a similar situation, what would you do?

Projects
1. List the guidelines of vour school system for writing lesson plans, Explain
their purposes.

Prepare a lesson plan in an area of your choosing for the last period of

2
the day 1 a sixth-grade class.

3. List several reasons that principals may require teachers to prepare lesson -
plans. c
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TEACHER CHALLENGES UNMOTIVATED STUDENTS

If the term "born teacher” has any meaning, Ward Katz would have to be
called 3 born teacher. A mercurial student who obtained A's in the courses he
liked and lower grades in those he didn't, Ward understands how boring school

can be to some studknts thertture hls mission in Ilh is never to bm’e an;one

.:mended b} many studeata buse:d from a ghétm ares. Thﬂ :
of full integration, was having severe difficulty. Older teachers were .:]Llﬁl:,
accumnulated sick leaves. Many talked of early retirements. A vice- -principal had
been shot and badly wounded by a student. School corridors were patrolled by a
staff Gf snteen pahge Qfﬁwrs

-_su.l'm\:l situation with his prmupgl he w.is h;lld of the m;u"!ErabIE prblEms prE—
sen*ed by the new students: poor attendance, high de‘sjﬁ:'e of tardiness, frequent
sleeping in class, poor spelling and punctuation, lack of class participation. In
short. school was m many of the students a dreaded evil. Ward thought he under-
stood! He himself had experienced many of their feelings.

Ward decided first to deal with the dual problems of absence and tardiness.
He designated one table in .he back of the room as the “nonparticipatory table.”
He even p=xﬁted a sign whick read ~vovrarTiciratory Tastr. Then he said to the
students, “"No one in his right mind feels like doing English every day for the 180
days of the school year. I respect your right not to do English when you do not
feel like it. If you want a day off—or two or three—sit at the nonparticipatory
table. I won't call on vou. You won't be hassled—as long as you don't disturb
anyone who wants to work. All vou have to do is make sure you have covered
every unit’s work by the end of the unit.”

The next day evervone wanted to sit at the nonparticipatory table, but since
there were seats for only eight, the first eight to arrive sat there. The others were
told they would have to be on time if they wanted to sit at the table. When one
of the students asked what “nonparticipatory” meant, Ward answered, “You will
find a dictionary on the shelf. Find sut what it means, Jim, and write the mean-
ing on the chalkboard so we'll all know. In fact, any of vou who find a new
word might want to write it on the end board there everyday before class begins.
Be sure to sign your name to it, though, so we'll know whe made the contri-
butic’:ﬁ v

Ward v.orked on the pronunciation and spelling of words. “You poor souls

can’t spell. And if you can't spell, evervone is going to think that you're illiterate.
You know better and T know better; nevertheless, it's possible that everyone. else
might not urtderstand, so we have to find some way to make you spell accept-
ably. So from now on, don't worry about spelling when you write a paper. Use
any words vou want to. If you are not sure how to spell a word, circle it. If you
spell it'incorrectly, I will write the correct spelling above it in red. If you spell it
correctly, [ will put a check mark over it in red. In either case, make sure you
kﬁ@w how the word is supposed to be spelled. 1 won't deduct any points for
s you misspell a word th;t you have neglected to circle. Then it's
zap—ﬁve p@, ts cH.”

Ward got results! His stuéems attended class regularly and punctually. Few
sat at the nonparticipatory table because class se 3 > 50 alive and vital
that no one wanted to miss one, and few fell asleep. l"artmpatmn picked up. The
fruits of his efforts were beginning to be harvested.
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Questions for Thought and Discussion

i. What made Ward 3 suceess in this Jase? Take into consideration a
variety ¢¢ actions.

2. What role would leswon planning play in this ivpe of situation?

2. Do vou think Ward individualized instruction?” e ye- fully.

4. What do vou think about VWard's initial approach with the-e students?
What is he trving to instill in them?

Projects

1. Explain how vou might individualize instruction in this tvpe of Javsroom,

2. TPresent other wavs Ward might have obrained rapport and participation
in this situation.

S List sixoways in which good lesson plarning can eliminate problems in
the classroom.

4. Trepare a speech to give to colicagues on * The Importance of Good
Lesson Plans in Teaching.”

NEW METHODS CONFUSE STUDENTS

Angela Smith is 4 busy beginning teacher in the sixth grade at Ansen Ele-
mentary School. She is determined not to be conventional-—seats in straight rows,
the teacher’s desk at the front of the room, colorless bulletin boards. Instead, she
wants to make things come alive and encourages students to be lively—no
straight-from-the-book teaching, rote learning, superquiet and orderly students
afraid to move in her classrocm.

During the first month, Angela worked hard to prepare exciting lessons. She
moved the furniture around, and put a great deal of time into her preparations.
Angela Lﬁ;;"’d this approach and thought that things were going very well.
After all, she was exposing the students to many productive cxperiences. Her
initial successes made her strive onward.

Angela continued to feel that classes were going well. Her students heads
bobbed up and down in assent to what she was saving: they followed her with

their bright eves, they took notes, and they behaved quite well. Angela was

‘having such a good time with them that she delayed evaluating them, capitalizing

on their enthusiasm to motivate them to tackle bigger learning tasks than they
had ever tackled before.

At the end of the first month, Angela decided to give a test on the materials
she had been covering. The carefully prepared test, partly objective and partly
subjective, was administered one Friday. To Angela’s dismay, only two of her
twenty-four students received passing grades. She was crushed. The students
began to show signs of hestility and asked that Angela sive them another test
and that she .., drill them on the materials.”

Angela hsd trouble Uﬁdsrsmndmg the situation and mulled it over for long
hours. Then she tried to put herself in the position of her students. “If 1 had
been taught by conventional traditional methods for four or five yvears and
suddenly were exposed to a whole new method of teaching® how might I react?
It might hold my attention, but might it also confuse and bewilder me?”

mzﬁ ,
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All at onie Angela arrived at several new insight<. She realized that perhaps
neither the traditional methods her own liberal teaching methods woere right
or wrong, Each repe had its place. She realized that it is necessary to evaluate
student= ofien enough to gauge what they are learning. She also realized that
perhaps she had a great deal to gain from this teaching experience. For Angela
it was back to the drawing board to devise methods of teaching more related to

Questions for Thought and Discussion
1. What mistakes do vou consider Angela made in her teaching? What
might her lesson plons have leoked like? \

2. How could lesson plans have helped Angela?

Fad

Duoes Angela reed help in her teaching? If 0, from whom? Do vou think

N P 1] -
she wall be able to accept help?

4. What might become of Angela’s classroom? Will the deshs be formed
info row T Will che «it in front now? Discuss the pos-ibilities.
Projects
1. Role-plav Angela’s self=discussion and realizations.
2. List the pros and cons of traditional teaching methods vs, less traditional
methods.
3. Make a plan for Angela to revamp her teaching in her cassroom. What

should she do and how?

4. Prepare a lesson plan in ai area of vour choivce that will reflect and dem-
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CHAPTER 5

Discipline

Learning and discipline have long been talked about in the sime
breath. The Latin word Jdiscere, from which the modern word discipline s
Jderived, means fo learn. A scholarly discipline is an area of learning. How-
ever, discipline as it relates to behavior also has to do with learning, par-
ticularly with learning the societal codes and behaviors which are appropri-
aie to and acceptable within various situations.

+ Discipline in Today's Schools. Discipline in today’s schools has been
the subject of considerable debate in the press, on television. in election
campaigns, and in scholarly treatises which focus on the educat.on complex.
An angry and sometimes hysterical public levels charges, dermands action,
and makes threats, often totally overlooking the ruot causes of the prob-
lems which make them spring into some sort of action. One cannot ignore
the fact that severe and extreme discipline problems exist within many
schools. However, one cannot arrive at a fair assessment and understanding
of the situation unless onelooks at the broader society which feeds the
schools.

Who Gors to School Today? A simple answer to this question is
“Nearly everyone between the ages of six and sixteen.” The greatest differ-
ence between public educ’atigﬂ iﬁ America taday :md publir: educatign in
DF thE PEPUIJLE‘ is mvalved in going tcs F.Lhiml \Nhereas in 1900 appmx1=
mately 90 percent of American youth left school by the end of the eighth
grade (many of them unable to read and write effectively) to enter a job
market which could still absorb most of the functionally illiterate, today the
earliest school-leaving age is sixteen. Because at that age the majority of
students are within a year and a half or two years of graduation, many
remain in the school with the expectation of receiving a diploma: Of the
large number of people remaining to finish high school, a small percentage
is functionally illiterate. A not inconsiderable number of Funt‘tmnally illiter-
ate students, "owever, has been graduated from our nation’s high schools.
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In any school system that is inclusive rather than exclusive, the diver-
sity of the school population demands a strenuous and continuous rework-
able, for whatever

ing of the curriculum. If any society decrees that it is desi
Teason, to encourage or require its veung people to remain in school inte
late adolescence, then it is incumbent on that society to imake sure that
major aspects of the education offered will be germazne to the needs of every
sector of the school populatior.

Some Cauzes of Discipline Problems. The root causes af specific dis-
iplinary problems are so numerous and varied as to defy simple categoriza-
tion. Some valuable and fairly accurate generalizations can be made, how-

ever, which explain at least in part some of the basic reasons for the
. problems which many teachers face. The following causal factors are note-
worthy for the beginning teacher: ’

1. Boredom. Students who are hored will react in one of two wavs.
They will either withdraw and be apathetic (e.g., students who sit
in the beck of the room, often with their heads down, never causing
trouble but never contributing anvthing), or thev will react against
their boredom and rebel (e g, students who deliberately cause dis-
ruptions, who talk with their neighbors, who bicker with the
teacher). Apathy is the more dangerous of the two symptoms. Kids
who react against their boredom, while they may disrupt the class
and impede forward progress, are calling for change, are demanding
that something be done to involve them in the learning process.
As annoving as they may be, they have not given up. They usually
want to learn—but thev do not want to learn what the school wants
to teach them. They are demanding that you give them something

. which relates to them. On the other hand, nr‘ﬂ‘lléﬁi kids have given

up. By their withdrawal, they are saying, “There is nothing here
for me, and there Es nothing that I can do about it. | will just wait
until I can get out.”” And if apathy hits in the fourth ar fifth grade,

" the wait is a long and singularly destructive one. You need to
understand the causes of both apathetic and distuptive behavior if
you are to be able to deal with such behaviors effectively.

|23

Bad Home Situations. Youngsters who come from bad home situa-
tions will often act out frustrations in school which have been
E‘Fl}_,éﬁdéfed by the hame ai’ﬁilié:’ that bickér caﬁstzntlv then pfa-

ph}smal \mleme is common uften PfDdUkE cmldren whc: ﬁght
rather than reason. Families in which there are no strong adults to
serve as role models often produce children who are lacking in
emotional stability. Families in which authority figures (police offi-
cers, for example) are distrusted often produce children who dis-
trust and dislike authority figures (teachers and school administra-
tors). Such children may exhibit a lack of respect for education and
edutatmg ‘%fudénts w‘m come Frc:fn bad ht!fﬁt‘:‘ situaticjns ﬁeed the
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them: however, the teacher must be ready for rebuffs and for
inconsistent behavior from such students and must realize that
there are times to back off from such students and allow them to
get their emotions under control. Under no circumstances should
vou allow vourself to be drawn into bickering sessions with stu-
dents, because students will alwavs outbicker even the most bicker-
some adult. Let students hnow that vou care, that vou are sensitive
to them, and that you understand their behaviors.

Sexnal Develipment. Sexual maturity begins in most people be-
tween the ages of eleven and thirteen. Kids are aware of new stir-
rings within them, of feelings which they are not totally comfortable
in coping with. Often they cannot discuss their feelings without a
degree of awkwardness and embarrassment. Often they feel shame
at these very natural feelings. The manifestations of their awkward-
ness, embarrassment, and shame are often seen in school behavior

allow for them to move about rather than te sit behind a desk for
whole class periods, vou will find that many of the problems related
to-sexual development will be minimized. Life between ages eleven
and seventeen presents students with a whole new set of problems,
and dealing with these problems has a profound effect upon every
youngster's overt behavior patterns,

Drinking and Drugs. The use of alcohol and drugs among children
of both elementary and secondary school age has increased mete-
prically in recent vears, and the attendant complications have
caused problems for many teachers. No single teacher can control
problems so diverse and complicated as those relating to dreinking
and drugs. However, all teachers need to be aware that these prob-
lems are endemic in many communities. If students have. been
drinking, they may sit listlessly in the back of the class, trying to
sleep off the effects of their drinking. The characteristic smell qf
alcShol will usually signal for teachers the existence of such a prob-
lem. On the other hand, some students who have been drinking
will be hyperactive and virtually uncontrollable. Such students
should be referred to the school principal or to a designated school
administrator. These students need specialized help that the average
teacher is unable to provide within the classroom setting. If students
come to class high on drugs, they may be uncoordinated, unrespon-
sive, extremely tired, incoherent, and generally detached from all
that is going on about them. The pupils of their eyes will usually be
quite dilated; they may giggle when talked to. Such students should
also be referred to the school administration. When referring stu-
dents to the office for drinking or drug problems, make sure that
such students are accompanied to the office by an adult. A request
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thé H!LE \nll u:,u.:ll} be th:s,rLi Be fgmlhar H,-lth your - school’s
policy regarding the handling of students with drinking and/or
drug problems. The legal technicalities of dealing with such prob-
lems are not simple, and schools should develop policies which will
protect teachers and aid students when sugh problems arise.

Laci of Self-IVorth. Youngsters m\.Dl\.ed in situations in which
they are always outperformed by others soon begin to question
their own worth. Therefore, it is desirable to make sure that your
classes include a sufficient variety of activities that every student

L

nill be gbk to r’mke some nc’:tigea%lé ccntributicﬁ to 'the L'Lasn»: l{ids
themaélves in whatex er Wavs they can. it they are not rﬁ@gmzi‘d
For’ the «:Dntributions lhgv ake in fhfﬁ, théﬁ thev will mi;béhave

eape;mllv lmp@rtgﬁt that you tmd prod 'Ltl‘.’E ;Ltnltleg’- relattd to
the work the class is doing to occupy those students who lack such
basic reading and writing skills as are required for them to do the
work that the majority of the class is doing.

Discipline and Respect. Discipline is directly related to respect. Peo-
ple wh~ respect a law—or more broadly, the Lato—uwill live within it. The
orderly conduct of our society is dependent upon obedience to law and
respect for authority. But unquestioning obedience can be a social ill as
destructive to society as disobedience. Also, teachers and other authority
figures must remember that respect is a two-way path. One cannot hope to
receive it who is unwilling to give it. Students who act respectfully to adults
who demean and denigrate them are acting out of fear rather than genuine
conviction.

Students, as citizens, have rights which the Constitution guarantees.
Among these are the right of due process (sometimes overlooked by schools
in dealing with fractious StUJE“\tE) and the right to be presumed innocent
until proven guilty (also DVE‘EGEIEEC! m some school situations). If students
are to grow up with a respect for the [iw, they must be exposed to situations
in which the law is respected, in SLhGDl'ﬂ as well as elsewhere. Individual -
teachers can encourage such respect by dealihg with students in such ways
that they will feel they have been treated fairly - and justly.

Teachers have tremendous authority within the classroom. Unless they
exercise this authority intelligently, consistently, and fairly they can become
demogogues to be feared rather than role models to be emulated. The disci-
pline of any group of people is directly proportionate to the effectiveness of
leadership within that group, and in the classroom the teacher is the leader.
This does not mean necessarily that the teacher dominates, but it must
mean that the teacher has control of the situation at all times. Noise and
disorder are not negative factors in classrooms unless the teacher is unable
to control these factors when necessary.

f i
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awrence E. Vredevoe (Dizcipline, Dubuque, lofva: Kendall/Hunt Pub-
g Company, 1971, p. 5) contends that in order for discipline in school
effective, students must have respect for themselves, others, superiors

\I'_"‘

liskin

to b
or their positions, autherity, rules and reguldtions, private property, public
property, and law and order. Teachers mayv.-regard this as a fundumenial
ll‘z;t but thé\ muz,t glao I'Lﬂ’lE“leLf thgt ‘/vui must AderE to thL items men-

TEACHER USES TABOO WORD UNWITTINGLY

Ms. Purdue has returned to teaching after an absence of over ten veaks when
g her family. Previously she was a science teacher in a school
prt_g,x,r,l,m,r}_lug,xt:‘d in the same sarge urban district

she was rai
whih wis eawse 3
to which she has now returned,

C'n her return to the district, Ms. Purdue was placed in a ;,hctm junior high
schosi where she was to teadh general science and social studies. The school
population was &4 percent Black., Ms, Purdue is 4 white woman who has lived
most of her life in the suburbs and who has had little contact with any black
community. : was frightened at the prospeat of being assigrned to a schoul
which was so different from anvthing she had ever experienced. -

On the first day of class,~Ms, Purdue's first crisis occurred. Much to her
amazement, although it was a warm dav in late August, three of the boys in her
homeroom arrived wearing knit caps which they did nuot remove on entering the
room. Ms. Purdue waited a while before-saying anything, then she said, “You're
inside now, bovs. How about taking off viur hats?” -

One of the students sprang up, approached Ms Purdue, and said very
hostilely, “Don’ you ever call me that, lady. You hedr? Don” you ever call me
that!” ) .

Ms. Purdue was baffled and bewildered. She had no idea what she had done
and was unaware that she had called the particular student any g. She asked,
“What do you mean? [ haven't called yvou anything.”

The student glowered and said, “You know \xhat,\mu ;alled me, lady, and 1
ain” genna take it. I dort” have o put up with’ that, an’ \Ull 'membey it, hear?”

Ms. Purdue, afraid of lpsing control totallv, asked. at i= your-name?”’
She intended to write down the mame and report the stude nt to the vi ipal

Backing off a little, the student =aid, “That's more like it. \ih n\rm: is
Sammv and his name is ke and his name_is Jimmy, :md _monc of us wanna be

called ‘boy’. OKY

Questions for Thought and Discussion

1. Do you think that Ms. Purdue should have been
of her male students were wearing théir hats in ca
made an issue of this matter? Discuss, ’
In what ways did Ms. Purdue misread this situation? What would have
helped her to better understand it? Might she have done anything befare
beginning her teaching in this school to hplp her better understand the
situation which she would be facing here?

concerned that some
> Would you have

.
b
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3 Wuuld you report Sammy to the vice-principal for what he did? How
would youdeal with the situation from the point at which it was left?

4. As left, who do you think is in control of the situation? Discuss fully.
Projects 7
1. Make a list of about fifteen words or terms that particularly offend you.

2. Select three words or terms from this list and try to analyze why they
offend you.

3. Find out as much as you can about the language taboos of your students.-
All have some strong reactions to certain words or phrases. For example,
among teenagers, “stupid” and “dumb’’ are considered taboo words.

4. What effect .do you think taboo words can have upon learning. If you
include such words in your classroom presentations, do you think your
students will learn as much as they othétwise would about the subject

matter you are trying to present?

Punishment. Infractions of rules and deviations from accepted behav-
ioral patterns must be corrected, Ideally, the punishment will be instructive
rather than punitive. People who live in malaria belts may prevent malaria
by swatting a mosquito which is about to bite them. However, such people
can be assured that there are more mosquitoes, and that eventually a female

~anopheles will bite them and they will be infected with the dread disease.
However, if these people work together to spread a thin film of bil on the
breeding grounds of such mosquitoes, they may help to eradicate a dread
~disease. Punishments meted out to-students are similar, Let us say that you

+ find a student in the act of writing graffiti on the wall of the washroom. A
. just penalty for such an infraction of rules would be to have the student
wash down the walls of the washroowf, because in ‘doing so, the student-
- would come to’ reahze what problems the school maintenance. staff Facés in
g keeping the washir
: "« Punishment fnust in order to be eFFechve}, be related to the infraction
For which it is being meted out rather-than to the mood of the teacher at a
given time: No student should be giver preferential treatment in fegard to
_ punishment unless a physxcal disability makes a certain penalty inappropri-
-f ate Fm' a parhcular student ]ust as mature cmzens are suppcsed to receive

: treatment in fegard to the tixleg and regulatmns DE the school.
~Always think of dlscrphne in terms of.its long-range nut:mes The
7 behavmral patterns that the school is trying to instill have more to do with
" .. overt obedience to rules. What students do when they are outside the limit-
" ing and Cantmlled environment of the school constitutes their real behavior.
Theref@re, thereason’s for rules and. regulauans as well as for the penalties
: ~far infractions, must be understood by students if thar obedience-to the

socxal order is to be conmstent and EDF!I:IDUQLIS
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withm certain agreed -upon cgdes of mnduct These codes shﬁulq Ge clearly :
and simply stated. They must be free of ambiguity. They must be subject to
alteration by due process. They should represent the thinking of the society
which is expected to live under them. Such are the requirements fcr any

. participatory society.

ThereFare the rules QF the schm::l ar\d GF the classraam should be as

JAf a classrcgm is gcverned in agccrdance with student-generated codes GE

conduct, enforcement will be easier than if the teacher simply decides on
a set of rules and then informs students that such rules exist. It is well for
students to be bound by their first set of classroom rules for a specified
limited period—two or three weeks—so that they can modify any rules
which seem unmanageable or inappropriate. As the school term wears on,

e specific times may be set as;de for students to reconsider the rules which

¥

5

are m EHect

tion of order by authnntnes—mvalveg mterferenie wnth persgnal llberty

-.andas such always stands in need of justification” (Keith Dixon, “Disci-

pline, Freedom and the Justification of Punishment,” in Lawrence Stenhouse,
ed,, Discipline in Schools: A Symposium [Oxford: Pergamon Press, 1967],
p. 163). Because such is the case, classroom rules and regulations should be
carefully thaught Dut and discussed.

SIUDENT REFUSES TO READ ALOUD

-Eula Mcnre is teaching sixth-grade English- and social studies at the
Randolph Winterbourne Middle School in a suburb. of a large midwestern city.
She teaches two double-period Enghsh/Sﬂcxal Studles ‘blocks each day and one
section of remedial English.

One gloomy November day, Eula was working with her remedial class. Her -
students had just finished an assignment in their grammar workbooks, and were
in the process of reading a story aloud from their readers, as they often do. In
accordance with her usual practice, Eula read the first paragraphs of the story
to the class. Then she called on students to read a paragraph each. She began
with the third row from the window and asked the student in the first seat to
read a paragraph. Then the student in the second seat read a paragraph. When
this student finished readmg, Eula looked :at the next student and said, “Jason,
you're next.” :

]ascm looked down at his desk and mumbléd, ”I dan t wanna read "o

“Come on, Jason,” said Eula encouragingly.
“I'm not génna read,” Jason responded rather pEtulantly
. Eula responded, qiiite sternly, glaring at Jason, “You are gmng to read, Jason.
Start reading. You are holding up the whole ¢lass.” '
Jason, who had never been a parhtular discipline problem bEFQrE, repeated,
“1 dnn t wanna read.” °
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Eula, showing a slight reddening in the cheeks, walked toward Jason, stood
over hlm and said, 'Y'c:u are going to read. Do you understand? I want you to
start reading at once.’

Jason, by now coloring perceptibly, jumped up, shﬂuted “Dammit, I said I
don’t wanna read, and I'm not going to!” and headed for the door as the class
watched in amazement. '

Qﬁésﬁans for Thought and Discussion
1. What rmght have happened 1F Eu]a had saxd on ]ascn s first refusal "All

2. Might this c:aﬁfmntatmn have been avmded? If so, how?

3. What does ”I want you . . .”in Eula’s last bit of dialogue 1mply? Might
Eula have phrased her requests better? If so, how?

4. What should Eula do when the situation reached the point that Jason
was about to leave the room? Think of all the things she might do at this
pﬂir’lt and of their passible cnnsequences

thmugh that row of desks? Why or why not?

Projects
1. List as many reasons as you can for having oral reading in the classroom.
2. Think of three near confrontations or actual confrontations you may
have had with students recently, and list as many alternate strategies as

you can for handling each, bearing in mind the possible outcomes to
which each strategy might be expected to lead.

ANNGY ING PRGE EMS PERSIST IN CLASSROOM

Fred Hintermeister is in his second month of teaching at George Washington
High School in Burkes Garden. The students in one of his classes have beén
testing him in various subtle ways. One day the class was unusually quiet. All
the students seemed to be watching the clock. Fred could not figure out why this
was so because the period still had half an hour to run. Then, at a given tick of
the clock, every student in the class dropped a book on the floor with a terrible
clatter. Fred, wishing to appear unperturbed by the commotion, also dropped his
boék on the floor and went on with the lesson. His reaction seemed to defuse

 that situation.

However, small-annoyances occurred day after day Nothing really serious
happened but fhe dxsc:nphna,ry mne nF the class was generally too lax and Fred

" Fred decnded that he had to do 5Qmethmg tg: txghten the dxscnplme but he was

not sure haw to proceed. Occasionally he would come to school ready to erack
down, but on those days his students behaved like angels.

Cine day when Fred’s difficult class filed in right after lunch, the atmasphere
seemed right for more of the small problems that had persisted for two months.
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Fred began the lesson, and his students began something else—all started tapping
pencils on their desks, each rather softly but with enough noise collectively to
make it difficult to talk over the sound. Fred, deceptively calm, turned to the class
and said, "“Since you seem to enjoy tapping your pencils so much, we won't
bother with our lesson today. Just tap your pencils for the rest of the period and
get it out of your system. But don't stop for a second. Anyone who stops will be
sent right to the office.”

Questions for Thought and Discussion

1. When problems such as those destrlbed persist, do_you Ihmg it_best to
. ignore them or simply to level with the class; say that you find such
behavmr annDymg‘, aru:l cpenly d!SCUSS salutmns? Can students help you

2. When all the students clmpped their bm:!ks, wh.;a,t wDuld you have done?

Defend your answer.

3. Do you think that Fred made a mistake when he dropped his book and
passed the incident off as inconsequential? What else might he have
dune’ Consider all the c:ptn:ns : 2

tappmg mcldent? Do yr:u Faregee that any lc:mg term 1mprav2ﬁent in the
situation would ensue from his handling of this annoying problem?

5. What assumptions would you make about students who behaved as
Fred’s youngsters did this far into the semester? Having reached your
assumptions, how would you now proceed to deal with the broader
aspects of the problem? .

Projects

1. What is the most annoying small problem that you have faced with one
of your classes this week? Note specifically what annoyed you. Now
write at least three different ways that you might have dealt with the
pr«:blem and lndlcate the outcomes you would expect frum each of these

2. Ask .one c:F your calleague% what was the mcnst annoying incident that
he/she had to deal with in the last week, and tell that colleague about
your most annoying situation, Then each of you write out what you
think might have been the best way to handle these situations. Ccrmpare
yGur AnNswers, ' :

3. Discuss with a’colleague in your school what attitudes students develop
toward authority if infractions are dealt with by sending students to the
office. What alternative remedies might be used? Under what circums-
stances must students be sent to the office?

Cheating. The school must work concertedly to discourage cheating -
and other forms of dishonesty. Some students cheat without knowing they -
are doing so—that is, they may plagiarize from sources because they do not
understand the rules of documentation and are unaware of what plagiarism
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- papers.

t:lass pmceedgd to its music class.

is. Make sure that your students understand what constitutes plagiarism,
particularly if they will be doing outside assignments such as research

Cheating in examinations can be minimized in a number of ways. The
most obvious deterrents to this sort of cheating are the following:

1. Separate students so they cannot easily look on to another student’s
paper.

2. Give essay-type examinations.

TD de thls, the items on each page ‘must be numbered mdepend=
Ently, i.e., each page should have its own sequence of numbering,
begmnmg with 1. Individual pages should not be numbered. Stu-
dents looking on their neighbors’ papers will find the neighbors’
first page to be different from their first page.

STUDENTS SUSPECTED OF CHEATING ON EXAMINATION

When Peter Axford gave his fourth graders an objective examination in
science, two students who sit side by side came up with identical answers, right
down to the misspelling of oxygen as oxgyn and atom as addem. .

After lunch, Peter’s class has a quiet reading period when students read for
twenty minutes on their own. Often during this period, Peter calls students to
his.desk to coach them or to give individualized attention. On this particular day
he called about seven students to his desk, including the two who presented the
identical test papers to him in'the morning. He asked each of the seven students '
to write for him a few words which appeared on the sciente test, including
oxygen and atom. He found that .one of the suspected cheaters wrote oxgen and
addem for these words. The other wrote oxygen and attim. Convinced that he
had sufficient evidence with which to confront the two suspects. Peter asked the
two students to stay in the robm for a couple of minutes when the rest af the

4
Questmns for Ihﬁught and Discussion

1. Do you think'that Peter’s evidence is tcﬂviﬁciﬂg? Discuss.

!«..‘I\

Might Peter have sought other types csf evidence? Is so, what might he
have sought? . .

3. ‘Do you think that F‘eter was being sneaky in gathering his svidence?
Was his apprnath justified? If not, what other approach(es) might he

4, If Peter asterfams w;t]‘muf dcubt that the two students have cheated
what should be his next step? :

5. If both students flatly and repeatedly deny havmg cheated, what should
Peter do? - »




Projects )
1. With two other people, role-play the encounter of Peter with the two
suspects.
Make a list of specific cheating problems which are particularly prevalent
in your subject area(s). A
3. Working from the preceding list, make another list of preventive meas-
ures which you might take to thwart cheating in each of the areas you
have identified. ‘ )
4. Find out what policy, if any, your school has E’QI’\iEfﬁiﬁé various forms
of cheating, : e e e e

.

a

STUDENT ACCUSED OF PLAGIARISM

Phyllis Renney teaches an advanced English class for senior students at
Deenham-Houghton High School. A major term project in the spring semester =
was a term paper, minimally twenty pages in length, dealing selectively with the
work of a major American author, The paper was to be analytical. Becausz ihe
school library is not sufficiently extensive to permit any really thorough research
by the number of students involved in the project, Ms. Renney advised her
students to depend as little as possible on secondary resources and to write
critically about specific works by the author that each student was considering,

Guy Dukas has been a slightly above-average student in this rather selective
class of students. He has already received early admission to an Ivy League
university. Although he is rather quiet and retiring, often ‘reluctant to say much
in class, Guy has a goed mind and has been dependable in doing his work in the
class. He elected to do hi  term paper on the poetry of William Carlos Williams;

Guy’s paper, neatly typed and attractively bound, came in on time. Ms.
Renney read it after reading a number of the other papers and was immediately
overwhelmed by the depth of Guy’s poetic insights. As she proceeded with her
reading, she became increasingly suspicicus. The paper seemed to her to be too
deep and too' well expressed to have been written by a sevénteen-year-old, albeit
Guy was a bright sevenieen-year-old. ’

] The next morning, Ms. Renney arrived at school early enough to go to the
room of one of her colleagues, Celia Foxy, who always came to school an hour
early in order to work on the.school yearbook, and said, “Celia, could you read

this paper and tell me what you think of it?”

Celia agreed and told Ms. Renney that she would see her at lunch. When
the two met at noon in the faculty lunchroom, Celia said, “That paper just _ =
- wowed me;, Phyllis' It's so professional; that kid must really understand poetry.” o

Ms. Renney queried, “Do you think a high school senior actually wrote that
paper?”’ - . . . )

.. Celia answered, “Well, it did cross my mind that there might have been.
some heavy dependence on an outside source or two.” '

That afternoon Ms, Renney called Guy out of his study hall, took him to, the
English workroom, handed him his paper, and said, “Guy, I don’t want to do
anything to jeopardize your future, so I am going to give you the opportunity to
write another paper for me.” ., Lo L -

Guy looked stunned and asked, “What do you mean, Ms. Renney? What is

~ wrong with my paper on Williams?” =~ . .~ . B

b
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Ms. Renney responded, “Nothing is wrong with it, Guy. It is a splendid
paper. | am sure that whoever wrote it is very proud to have praduned such a
polished and PFDEESUQDSI analysis of the poems that are discussed in it.’

Guy protested, "'l don’t understand, M:. Renney. That is my work. [ did
it myself. [ didn’t have any help from anyone.”

Ms Réﬂfley ferned and saxd Dgnt make the situation worse than it is,
repart yQu for what yau have done. Instead, [ am gwmg you a secand chance

Guy flushed and. shouted, “Well, you can keep your semnd chance, That is.’
my work and no one can get away with saying that it isn’t.” He stormed out of
the aﬂ'ice

L

Queshuns for Thﬁught :md DlSEﬂsslﬂﬂ

1. How might Ms. Renney have proceeded much earlier so that plagiarism
wotld have been all but impossible?

2. Given Ms. Renney's suspicions, how might she have praceeded with Guy
in order to find out Whether or not he really wrote the paper? .

Did Ms. Renney treat Guy fairly? Why or why not?

Should Ms. Renney have told Guy that another teacher read the paper
and also questioned whether a seventeen-year-old could have written it?
If so, should she have identified the other teacher? Why or why not?

5. Was Ms. Renney wice in asking a second teacher tq read the paper? .
fair? : ’

6. If you suspected thar'tra paper ycur reiéived from a student had been
plagiarized, how would you deal with the problem? Discuss fully.

7. Did Ms. Renney accord Guy due process?

Projects .

1. Role-play the interview between Ms. Renney and Guy | in such a way thaE
Ms, Renney makes no accusations but r~*lier seeks tofind out how much

- Guy knows about his subject, . o

2. List at least three steps that you m\ght take to prevent plagxarlsm in your
“teaching situation.

3. Write your own comprehensive definition of plagiarism, and then com-
pare it with the definition given in a reliable dictionary. o

Fighting. Fighting among stydents:is one of the most upsetting and
alarming situations that can confront any teacher, particularly the begin- -
ning teacher; If a fight breaks out between two students, first try to ascertain
whether the students have weapons—guns, knives, pieces of broken glass,
pieces of pipe, or anything else with which they might inflict severe bodily
harm. The best policy is to serid immediately for help and not to get into
the midst of the fray. You will be at an advantage if you know the names

" of one or more ‘of the combatants. Calling the combatants by name will

k=l
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-often cause them to stop fighting. If you do not know the names of the

students who are fighting, try immediately to learn their names from other

- students and say commandingly, “’John Smith, go into my classroom and

sit down lmmedmtel} Ralph, you come over here and tell me what this is
all about.”

[f this tactic does not work, at least try to keep other students from
entering the fray. Sometimes the contestants will become separated and you
can take one of them aside, leading him or her by the arm out of the heart
of the conflict.

A o117

—— Remember_that-all manner of innocent-looking-items—pencils, pens,

baaks, rulers-—can bé used as weapons, aﬁd weapans can inﬂict severe, even

often want to be stupped but they canm::t themselve; retreat me u:unﬂltt
without losing face. You can easily talk apart two students who really
would prefer not to be fighting.

TEACHER TRIES TO BREAK UP FIGHT IN HALL

Nina Stillman is a five-foot, ninety-five-pound dynamo’ in her first year of

’Eachmg at Boynton Senior High School in a large northeastern commuriity. She

has good rapport with her classes and has faced no significant dlSElpllﬂE prob-
lems in her first five months of teaching her five classes of chlege bound juniors
and geniors.

One_Friday, just as Nina’s students were settling down to do a written
asslgnment a commotion developed in the hall outside the room. Nina jumped
to her feet and ran into the hall, followed by a number of her students. Two

_rather large boys, one wearing a heavy coat and a cap, were fighting and yelling

Gb r:emhes at each nther BlGDd was ﬂnwmg Ercxm the nose nF one EF thE con-

Nina expenenced rm:rnent:lry pamc: “but reallzed that she miust do mmethmg’,

‘so she shouted, “Stop tl’us instant! What da .you thmk ycu ‘'re doing? This is a .

school, not a gymnasium.”

The larger of the two boys screamed an invective at Nina, A small gallery
of pecple, some of them seemmgly not students in the school, c:hc-c:n:d the fighters
on. Nma s students urged her to come back into the room: :

“Watch out, Ms, Stillman. They might cut you!” :

. “Don’t mess with those dudes, Ms, Stillmdn. They re not even Fn:m thls

school.”

“Leave 'em almne, Ms, Stlllman They're dangerﬂus.

‘Nina considered getting into the fray and grabbing one of the bt’lys but :
decided that"to do so would be asking for trouble. Rather, looking at the boy
with the bleeding nose, she asked véry coldly ‘and calculatingly, “What is your
Aame?”’

He rEplled Mu;key Mouse. What’s yours, hﬂney?’ and ‘e:t ‘another pum:h
ﬂy toward his opponent.

gL




One'of Nina’s students said, “I know his name. He used to go to school here.
Come ifi the room and I'll tell you his name.”
Grateful for the opportunity to leave the situation, Nina went into her class-
room, closing the door behind her. She went to the telephone and called the
" office For assistance. R
3

v Ql.iestmns fnr Thought and Discussion

. ~ 1. Does your school have a stipulated policy about fighting? about non-
students wandering around in the halls of the school?

o . If you had been in Nina’s place, what would you have done upon sizing
a up the initial situation? Was Nina meddling in someone else’s affairs
when she went ‘into the hall and became involved in the situation? Con-
sider this question from the points of view of (1) the students involved in
the fight; (2) Nina's own students,” (3) the high school admmlstrahan,
and (4) a parent. ~ . . -

@d

of: thls sort l;efme a Vthreatenlng situation Q;cufs can result in yu:ur
acting more effectively should such a situation face you.

4. Should Nina have demanded that her student give her the name of the
student he/she knew before going back into the classroom? Discuss this

question ‘fully, considering the motives that the student i'mght have had
for phrasing his/her statement as it appears here.

no .
5. Wnuld you ever jump mh: a Ffay in an attempt to stc:p i't? Why or why

c:rtumstancgs in whu:h yﬂu wauld not bemme involved in this way?
Specify the situations in detail. : =

Projects : . B T
1. Make a list of reasor: why outsiders should be feqmréd t:n register in
the main office before being allowed access to the school. -
2. In your state what ‘would be your legal status if you entered. into & . .
' student fray in which one or more gtudents were injured? Check with a -
school administrator on this point.’ T, :

3. Write five pieces of dialogue that Nina might have used rather than® =~~~
*  "”Stop this instant!” etc, and discuss the nuttnmes E;f;h dmlngue might

~ generate. : .
4. Write an account of the incident described for presentation to the school
“ principal, including a> many of the details as you can—names of wit-

nesses, exact times, dates, and locations. Consider why it wauld be
necessary and desirable for you to write such a report. -

.. . Bringing a Noisy. Classroom Back to Ordér. Sometimes studénts be- _
" come so enthusiastical - “involved in group work that the noise level in the -
room becomes quite yreat. This is perfectly all right as long as (1) the :
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students are not dlsturbmg other classes and (2) you are able to bring. the
class back to order 1mmedxatelv

A good technique is to train students to watch for 51gnals which indi-
cate that everyone is to be quiet. Each teacher will find some individual
means of doing so. Among the tactics which some teachers employ with
success are the follawing:

1. Switch the classroom lights on and off. |

- 2. Raise your hand and let your students know that when they see
your hand raised, they will raise their hands and be completely
quiet.

3. If you. are playing bar_kgmund music in the class, stap the music
when you want attention.

4. Ring a"bell which you kee,p on your desk for this purpose. '

5. Put your hand on the head of one student who will then put his
or her hand on the heid of another student, and so forth, until
evervone is quiet.

~ Remember that the least effective way to control noise is to add your own
voice to the already substantial volume.

Helpful Points to Remember. The ultimate control for which all teach-
ers should be aiming with their students is self-control. Discipline which
corges from within through conviction is the only kind that works in the
long term. Students who are not yet capable of maintaining a high degree

" of 5E1F=¢:Gntrnl ne&d External remmders Each external rémmder shauld be

atcamphshmg this cb]ethve are the Fallcwmg

7 1. Try to avoid making judzments about students and/or their -
L actions until you have all the facts upon whu.h a judgment can
s : reasonably be based.

2. Try to be as fair and impartial as possible in enforcing‘di's:éxplme

3 Try to be cgnsistent in enfarciﬂg di,sc:ipliﬂe. S i

A. Give students a major voice in determining what the rules of the
" classroom will be,

5. Treat gtudents with "res‘péc;'t and Qbserve tﬁe Fundarﬁemal rules of
6. Let pur11§hment be related to the infraction for which it is exacite&;,
and let it be reasonable. - “ - o .

* 7. Know your students’ names so that you can speak’ directly to
' therﬂ, callmg them by name, in disciplinary situations. ] -
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Know the rules and regulations of your school, and know who in
your 8chool has been designated to deal with specific types of

**, disciplinary problems such as truancy,” drug use, fighting, and

- insuberdination.

Try to deal humorously with small infractions of ffules,; not making
a federal case,out of something comparable to a parking violation.

Respect confidentiality in matters related to students and to stu-

dent discipline. j
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_ remain a matter
.can often be looked upon by students in a less than positive manner. Threat-

CHAPTER 6

Evaluar

All teac‘:hmg must include well-designed programs for student evalua-
tion. In some school districts, student evaluation programs are specified
district-wide; in other school districts, evaluation programs are planned and.
lmplemented solely by the teachers; in still-others, a combination of district
and teacher evaluations is utilized.

Evaluation, whenever or however used, should serve specific purposes

_ established by the teacher. In actuality, evaluation can not only test a stu-

dent’s knowledge or probability of advancement but can also provide
excellent feedback . to. eachers on the degree of success they are having with
students. It is therefore’important to view evaluation as a two-way niocess.

Evaluation” af students is ‘difficult at best; its concept and process
of continuing debate, Evaluation can be threatening and

ening students with évaluation may have negative effects, sbmetimes caus-
ing,them to be so distraught that they may produce results far inferior to

their capabilities. As a beginning teacher, be aware of this possibility and =

take neéded precautions to ensure that students will not fee] threatened or
pressured by evaluation techniques. Rather, help students to understand
that evaluation assists students and teachers work-together in a more mean-
ingful environmeént. You can therefore promote a positive, healthy attitude
toward evaluation by always keeping students’ individual needs in mind.
When evaluation takes place, make students aware of the format-to be used,
the intended purposes of the various evaluation f:c:nrnpc.merlts.ir and the utili-
zation of the evaluation rESulfs

Above all, be sure your evaluation program is continuous. Student

“evaluations should be given Erequently enough to enable you to assess how
_you are relating to your students and what corrective approaches, if any,

are needed to better meet student needs. Try-to avoid trial-and-error proc-
esses which might interfére with student learhing. ’

+
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Types of Evaluation. Evaluation in the modern and contemporary
school consists of a broad range of activides, not only pencil and paper
measurement as has been the case in the past. Important among these
activities are teacher judgment through observation of the student as the
student pursues various learning tasks; face-to-face interviews; observation
of student.performances; assessment of products of student works such as
use of laboratory apparatus for experimentation, writing of poems, com-.

posing of essays; simulation; student self-evaluation; and’ peer evaluation,
Evaluation may also take the form of sociometric techniques, aptitude
~tests; interest and personality inventories, standardized tests, objective
teacher-made tests (the latter may contain multiple choice, matching, essay
items, or true/false items), and subjective teacher-made tests. Each of these
items has its strengths and weaknesses, Evaluation may- occur either indi-
vidually or in groups. ' : ' T
- As a beginning teacher, remember that evaluation is simply a guide.
If you question an evaluation procedure, ask others about it. If you question
an evaluation result, perhaps the evaluation should be done a second or
third time and by persons trained in more refined evaluation techniques.-
- Never, never judge students solely on the basis of one evaluation. .Evalua-
tion assists you in discovering the student’s level of understanding, siibsg=
fuent to which you can develop and provide help to increase that under-
standing and working level. Always promote a positive attitude within the
student (and yourself) toward all forms of evaluation. Do not allow the
attitude to degenerate into fear and apprehension. : o
Remember that standardized tests serve highly limited purposes and

. .1. They measure poorly or not at all the ability to analyze, synthesize,
and generalize to other phenomena. :

2. Their formats are mainly multiple choice, and the human mind
does not operate on a multiple-choice basis most of the time.

3. Most tests contain large measurement errors that make using them
for-precise decision making highly questionable. ) -

© -~ At present, probably too much emphasis is placed%n grades and evalu-
- ation at the lower levels in school. This early overemphasis may well tend
to produce a fear toward evaluation, ag is often seen in students of all ages.
Parents must be kept informed on a continuing basis of their-child’s
evaluation and progress. An open line of communication should be main-
tained between teacher and parents, together with a willingness on the
-teacher’s part to provide evaluation information to parents. Evaluation
should be on a continuum through daily records-of progress in class work,
class participation, homework assignments, and tests. When homework is
given, it should always be given for an evaluatiye, learning purpose, never
for busywork. ' - '
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The following suggéstians may be helpful to the beginning teacher:

s . 1. Plan your evaluation program. The program should be a natural
Dutgmwth of y(;)ur temhmg, pl.mmng, and m‘nplementatmn As you

2. Be FE’ﬂIleIC in your ph‘lrl" for Evaluanan for botit yourself and your
students, Just as you cannot - expect to teach toc much, neither
should you expect to evaluate too much: Evaluate for positive ends.

s Always keep in mind tth Evaluatmn is for 1mprovement s

o

Be consistent in your expectations of students. Alwa}s keep “the _
goal in sight and do not allow yourself or the students to losé sight

of that goal throughout the evaluation process. In fact, a well-

designed and executed evaluation program wnll help you both keep

objectives in sight.

[

+

4. Seck assistance when needed. As a beginning teacher, you are
- exper:ted to expénemé pmblems in des:gmng and lmplementmg an

: prmmpal in maklng p]ans and examinations. Check‘. ‘with them to

see what types of evaluation instruments they have. uaedahaw
they have used them, how often, and for what reasons. E

Be positive in all aspects of cvaluation, Review your ccllege course
notes in thinking about evaluation plans. The type of tests'begin-
ning teachers make are expected to be somewhat less than perfect.
®on't grow dlszuumged. simply analyz\e and improve. Keep plug-

ging.

Van

=

6. Plan effectively. Make your evaluation plans continuous. Within ~
_ these evaluation plans, be as specific as possible and always be sure
R the plan is based on student growth and self-evaluation.

& : =

7. P=nctice. One of the best ways to improve_at something is through
prachce Evﬂuat:cm is no exception; practice is necessary, _:ls is
evaluatmﬁ of that practice. - -

- «

8. BE patient, Don’t be too.quick to judge students—or yaurself
Never jump to unfaunded conclusions. Give all involved d chaﬁce

Your students may surprise you!

13 H
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PRINCIPAL CRITICIZES ‘TEACHING METHOD

 Kathy Murphy’s téaching situation is far from perfect. The students are in
the bottom third of the school in achievement, and most are planning to leave
school as soon as they reach- sixteen. Ninety percent of the school’s discipline
problems at this grade level come from Kathy's students. :

When Kathy began teaching, she was determined to get the students more
excited about school and about learning in general. She suggested contract evalu-
ation to her students so that they could work at their own pace and know clearly
what was expected of them. After receiving the principal’s approval, she pro-
ceeded with this plan. '

The students were eager to try this new approach, and initially everything -

went well. For those students completing contracts early, Kathy had established
interest centers in the classroom where students could read, listen to cassettes, or
play games like checkers, chess or Scrabble, She had even created a Learning
Activity Package on how to play chess, hoping to interest some students in the
game, .
On the fifth day, when several students had finished their contracts, Kathy
‘thecked over their work for completeness and accuracy. Three students were
permitted to move to activities of their own interest and went to the back of
the room to play a game of Scrabble, - . :

Toward the end of the. period, the door opened and Mr. :ilson, the prin-
cipal, walked in and ‘said, “Ms. Murphy, may I see you in the hall?” In the hall

. Mr. Wilson said, “Ms. Murphy, I am afraid, like many beginning teachers, that

you still have a great deal to learn. School is not a place for play—and particu-
larly with this type of student. They need drill, drill, and more drill. Their
problem is that they want to do nothing but play, and we cannot encourage that,
can wel”’

Questions for Thought and Discussion »

* 1. What is the tontract method of teaching? How does it differ from more
conventional methods? What specific purposes does it serve? Are any
hazards involved? ° 7

2. Do you think the contract method works better with good students than
with average or below-average students? ; i
What is an interest center?

What 15 a Learning Activity Package (LAP)?

- Project

1. ‘Rnlgéplgy the rest of the interview, Write three possible answers that
o+ Kathy might have given Mr, Wilson, and tell the effect that each might

have kad.

B,

S'I:_UDENTS SENT TO ?RfNCIFAL WHEN THEY CAUSE PROBLEMS

) Erehdangrshali is a beginning fourth-grade teacher at Cumberland Ele-
mentary- School. Three minority boys in her class create discipline problems
which she cannot handle. Brenda has tried different methods' ‘and recently *
resorted to sending the boys to the principal’s office several times each day when

-
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schoolwork even thnugh thc\' hg\'L ‘been tested “and plaged at thls level. The

principal has disciplined them, and their parents have been made aware of the
situation; yet, the boys have continued to be problems for Brenda and do not

* finish their assigned work. Finally, when report cards came out for the second

reporting period, the three bovs ruuud all F's. The irate parents came to the
school; yet, Brenda’s attitude remained unkhangf_d She did not know how else
to handle the bovs because the principal’s suggestions did not seem to work and
her attempts at evaluation were failing completely. She felt lost and discouraged.

Questions for Thought and Discussion
1. How might the principal or supervisor have worked with Brenda?

Discuss. =

2. What could Brenda have done to ease the x:hffuiult situation with these
buys?

3. Does it seem to you that the boys have been evaluated and placed prop-

erly? Discuss,

4. Discuss Brenda’s lack of LDmmumgath with the parents and its effect
at report card time,

Projects
1. List ways you might have worked in the classroom with these boys.

2. Discus; lmw Brenda”; Iack E)F spegiﬂc evaluation techniques may be

3. Hmy \{\muld you improve on Brendg 5 Evaluafiﬂn technigues? Draw up a
workable plan.

4. Make proposals that migat benefit :md pasmbly eliminate this situation
for Brenda. Use a detailed format.

PRINCIPAL DISAPPROVES OF PAIRING OF STUDENTS

gr’c}uped As a begmmng teacher, Bert Campbell thuught this pracnce to be less
than desirable, since he was having difficulty learning how to pace his lessons
so that each student had something constructive and interesting to do throughout
the designated class period. By the end of the secund month of school, he decided
to spend the last twenty minutes of class each day having pairs of students work
together on specific items they needed to know. He paired slower students with
faster ones and encouraged them to engage in teaching-learning activities. The
students were delighted with this new procedure, and they appeared to be making
considerable progress as they worked together. Some reviewed spelling words
related to the lesson, and some worked on projects, The faster students experi-
enced the satisfaction of helping someone to learn, while the slower students
realized the benefits of individualized instruction. In many cases, their roles
reversed. Sometimes the sessions were somewhat noisy, although the noise was

productive noise.
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Without warning one day the principal called Bert into his office and men-
tioned that some of the other teachers had suggested that Bert's idea of pairing
students would, in the long run, present too many evaluation problems for Bert.

"In the course of the conversation the principal suggested that Bert no longer pair
students but let them work individually and be evaluated accordingly,

Questions for Thgﬁght and Discussion
1. What special evaluation problems occur when classes are hetemgeneqqslyr
grouped? '

[

Do you think Bert's idea was a good one? Why or why not?
Do you foresee any problems that might result from it?

If s0, what might be some solutions to the problems?

o W

Why dqyéu think other teachers thought it might interfere with evalu-
. ation techniques? .

Projects
1. Prepare a lesson plan in which students could be paired in the manner
“Bert was using. Explain how it would work and what role the teacher
would play. .
2. List possible benefits to students of Bert's method of pairing.
- Present ideas for new directions Bert might take in working with these
. students as a result of the principal’s request.
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CHAPTER 7

SHCCEEdmg as
a Teacher

' Sc\me beginning teachers can Easily identify with students in the Early

pre-service teaching mternsl’up in thE latter part oE theu: EE“EgE careers.
Other than that real experience, their contacts with children may have been
limited to paper exercises in teacher preparation courses and perhaps a few
abservatinn sessinns’ in sihnnl clas’sroums Some beginning teaiher's who

teathing careers. On the other hand, it is Snmetimes th@se whg are most at
home with what they are teaching who can learn to simplify subject matter
50 that smdents can bétter Enrﬁprehénd it When you plan and 'teach in
are understandmg and felatmg more to yc:u and thé whole 1dentlficatlon
process is working effectively. The balance between identifying with subject .
matter and identifying thh students is not easy to comprehend and pre-
dict; yet a happy medium along that continuum must be achieved.

One way to view the apparent discord between identification with
subject matter and with pupils is to reflect upon the development of teach-
ing theory. It was once thought that the only competence required of a-
teacher to teach a given subject effectively was knowledge of the particular
subject. The thinking then shifted to the concept that knowledge of students
was all that was needed for teacher effectiveness, From that thinking
evolved the belief that it was necessary for the teacher to have both com-
petencies—knowledge of the subject matter and knowledge of the student.

Currently, scholars such as Carﬂbs Jersxld and Rngers Eontend thatv in

first ts knﬂw :and understand themselvesg
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Through knowledge of yourself, you can analyze the effect of your
behaviors on student learning. Student responses are determined to a great
extent by the teacher; therefore, the teacher cannot understand the pupil
fully unless the self is undetstood first, i.e., pupil re sponse is most successful
when the teacher Knowsthe self first and is able to communicate this under-
standing to pupils. Teachers must also see the self through others and be

~ aware of their role in initiating pupil responses and discovering student

talents. Self-confidence is a natural basic corollary to self-knowledge.
Teachers must have self-knowledge and an understanding of their own
motivation and ‘patterns of behavior in order.to be able to identify with
others. Self-knowledge is basic to an understanding of students as well.

When the beginning teacher practices self-acceptance, pupils in turn can
be helped in self-understanding and self-acceptance. This self-understanding
and self-acceptance can be gained only through interaction with other
teachers and pupils. Teachers must accept themselves as society and/or the
pupils in the classroom see them, but teachers can only know how others
view them through their interactions and communications with pupils.

Beginning teachers enter their careers with rudimentary attitudes,
skills, and abilities. These traits need to be constantly assessed by teacher,
pupils, and others. This process will add stability-to classroom procedures
as you, with increased self-confidence, work with students.

Experience, self-acceptance, and self-confidence are qualities which will
help you, the beginning teacher, succeed in your career. Understanding and
meeting of the self do rot come overnight or automatically. Instead, the
process is a maturing one that comes with increasing realization of responsi-
bilities. It is a stage that needs a great deal of inner analysis and soul
searching, as well as an awareness of the strengths and weaknesses within,
followed by acceptance of these discoveries. At that point, you are no longer
a neophyte teacher. You are on the road to many teaching successes— —it all
depends on you!
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The Beginning Teacher: A Practical Guide to Problem S5olving is a
realistic, comprehensive approach for beginning teachers, college personnel
who train teachers, and present K-12 personnel who work with beginning
teachers. As such, it will be especially suitable for in-service and pre-

“service training workshops, seminars, or independent study.

Early readers of the manuscript were enthusiastic about the practicality
of this handbook in NEA’s Aspects GF Learning series as evidenced by
these remarks:

"Practical, comprehensive . . . written in a lively style, with numerous

illustrative studies aﬁc:l creative ide’as’ F_m- discussions and projects by

"I wish someone had given this to me to read during my first year of
teac‘hmg'

“. .. gives a realistic viewpoint of the scope and kinds of relatmnshlps
thhln the school system.”

The. Beginning Teacher: A Practical Guide to Problem Solving is de-
veloped around these six key areas: Transition to Teacher, Professionalism,
Relatianshipg (with studeﬂts pafet‘ltE Dther teaihers pfiﬁiipals, super—-
E\faluatmn. A thecretlcal bZlSE is Flrst es-ta,bhshed for e ‘“\ area :md then
followed by appropriate case studies. The case s:udies = re followed by
questions for thought and discussion as well as by =iy sted projects. In
this way, readers work through problems and arrive at their own solutions.
The solutions will, of course, be unique to the situations in which individual
teachers find themselves.

The authors, Robert J. Krajewski and R. Baird Shuman, have both been
chsgmarﬁ teafhérs’ Dr Firaje»\eki is Alumﬁi Asgaciate F‘rc:Fesn:;t:f in the

is FroFeegm‘ DF Enghgh :md Dlrectar QF Engllsh Educ:atmn, Umverslty OF
lllinois at Urbana-Champaign. He is also the author of another NEA
publication—Strategies in Teaching Reading: Secondary. :
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