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Amerlcan fcgtball 13 generally cons id red to be anggﬁoluﬁion ofﬁpél Engllsh'
game Dane 3 Head whlch was play%izlﬁ the tenth centufy ‘It was ‘often played by
7 kicklng a cow's bladder several miles between tewns. Fgllowlng centurles saw the
”§'game=—famlllar to current Amerlcans as soccereehecgme more formallzed, as played'
by British. schaglbays. But a more Eléilaf game - ‘to American faotball had. surféced
earller in anﬂleng Greecaj Spar ans played Harpaston on a rectangular fleld mark=_(
ed off w1§h side lines, gcal lines and a center line. The object was to get the
ball over the Qpponent s goal lin by either kick, pgss'af carry Elocklng, tack—
ling, and ‘holding were allowed to obstruct advancement- ‘There was little order,,
hawever, ‘and -the contests resulted in contlnuous mayhem. (6)
The Spartan game was quite slmllar ‘to ‘English rugby, WhlEh had its beglnn;ngs )
1n 1823 When a Eugby.sxudent, 1n a desperate effort to score 1ate in.a football
&%k\éi:i= v;@latedathe rules by picklng up the ball-and carrying it actross the goalg
- audaglty proved td be popﬁlar as an 1nnovat1cn,-and Rugg§ established rugby idq

_as a spart ‘in 1841, Unorganlged football wls played Gn‘the'Americah ccllege éampus’

such ‘as a campﬁs walk. Sevgral years later, a aontest between Hsrvard ffEEhmEﬂ and -
§ophoma§§s ank place under vague rules; and the, game gradually prnspered on eaat— E
ern campuses, with each school developing its own rules. By 1860 the - Prlmceton
© . rules calléd'for tWEﬁty—flVE players upon a side, goal posts twenty five feet
‘ apart; six:goals necessary to canStltute-a game, the ball not to be carrled a
% ball Qaught on the fly or flrst bound to entitle the catcher to a free kick f:om
' a clear space of Een féat, no tripping or. hacklng allowed, and a ball out of
bounds ‘was’ klcked in at Tlght anglés to the sldé line."(6) K X
With ‘the PIDlelty of Prlncetan and Rutgers the game davelaped onp both cam-
puses in similar fashion, and the rules Were nearly the same. The two student de=
1és were, cangtantly at each others thxoidts. For yeafs ‘they scuffled back and fa;th '
er. p05525510n of a revclutl@ﬂary cajkhe ‘whiech flnally rested in cemenit at Pr 1' ce~’

EY

tcn. ‘Princeton,; winning that baitle, alsc beat Rutgers in baseball 40 to. 2 in

i

1866, The Rufgers student body, smarting from two loss ses, thcught i? might be able

!

oo




ésj'ta %ent7iﬁs frustrations‘otherwiseii6/1869» Eutgers Pf@péééd:arséfiés oﬁfﬁhreé
football games, the flrst and third to be playéd at New Bfunswick the second
at Prince;gm- The iniEial intercollégiate football game was played on November
. 8, lEESﬂunder Rutgers rules whlcb/deviated just sllghﬁly from those of Prlnce—
ton. The game was essenti ,lly that of present—day soacer* and Rutgers won six :“?'f
) gaals to faur, six’ gaals b31ng requlred for victory. Thé game ‘was . played in a
"hospltable alrsEthat of a great social evanti "Rutgers acgafdlngly in a mass met
) their visitors at the station and devoted éhe day’ exnluslvel to thelr hearty en-
:1lrtertainment.“ ‘Spectators sat on fencas or on the,grouﬁﬁ"gc2551cﬁally singlng a’
college song. The flrst football cheer " Was shouted b& the Elncetan rooters——a

hissing and bursting-sound. The players arrlved 1n 1nforma attlfei Ihe inx\trg;e

':of unlform was the: réd turbans worn_by the Rutgers men. At game time, the partfcis;

‘pants 51mp1y removed hats, coats, and vests and went to. it. The Seaond game plays \
ed under Prlnzetcn rules, was won by the home team 8 éb 0. Tha prapased third game';ft ' .

. was mnever played this the reSult of fagulty dlSplE&EutE gf the dlstractlng in-.
7

fluéiices of ‘the game at both schools. (6) f' . _ v L
. The fqllgw1ng year saw another serlas of games played and the entfy of.Calpm—- :
-bla\lnta ccmpetltlon. Two year&fiater, Hafvard and Yalé IEaestabllshed foatball ’
after it had been Suppréssed by both facultles in 1860. Each sghool developéaz%t%?
- own ruleSEEHarvard g b21ng not too dlslmlar from those of fugby. The 51ngular1tx _
. oo
He . . o

~ praposed in 1874 ‘that the teatis play two games, onE'in Cambfiige and the other

~ in Montreal. Each game would be playéd under the ‘home team's rulesi Although the

.-1nvitatlan was received at Harvard with great Eﬁthusia&ﬁ;g;ﬁﬁ faculty was not a-
bout to allow sugh fDDl ,es to carry away EDsodd students from the1r stddies.

A counter proposai was mad b Harvard; and accepted, that both games \be played -

 atyCambridge. (1,6) \ R o - o

The first game,\played under Harvard rules yas won b& the home team three

goals to none. The second game, follcw1ng the MeGill rules, was an h stori

aAf fugby—

casion,*for it marked the playing of the first ;ntercallegiate ‘game

_ St?le fDDt’all in. the United Statég, It also marked the Amerlgan ihégfural of the

egg= shaped ball with which the Hafyard players,. accustamed to a round ball ‘anti-

cipated a great deal of trouble in handling. To the surprise of everyone, though,

N %




v3inwed gﬂals,iHarvard and - Princeton wan';_

f'thg Harvafd team showed a, remarkable abil;ty in adapting to rugby play, and thEy

o f%held HEGll% tq a D-O tié._The Exﬂitément af the game dempnstfated to EVEIYDRE~  g,

”present ;
_footba&}
_mathc& of play aﬂd engaged Harvard An a gama the game yeaf, The game , 1n§er— -

I

:Jnestlng 1& several raspeats, ﬁas‘natable ‘dn that one of the Yale playefs was freghs

'i~(Pr1nceton and Calumbla) changed to rugby—ru}ESEEfules that varle? 511gﬁ Iy"éf“: R

',each SEBQQl (1 6) : . _ _ . )
It was nnt uﬁtll 1876 that %n intertalleglate con nti ﬂ was éigled in

v$prlngfield Massachusetts tD farmfa unif%%& éode Df éﬁgby rules.sYale and Co-

lumb;a ‘argued fnr éleveiftlayers on a 31'; anﬂ a SEQflng systam that anly al—

gifteen og -side and ﬁﬂly tauch=~“
‘downs ta caunt. They cﬂmpromlséd Tha tésult was flft&en men; and the game -to be
.declded by bnth tﬂu:hdcwns ‘and g@als Cilth :ﬂe goal Equélling fauf tauﬂhdowns
_;And, for zhe flrst tlme, an foiclal‘ Si;351gnated to gﬂvern plﬁy. Prevlausly,
"~ the team capta;ns arbltrated d;sputeéxgpl;ts (16) ‘ ’

'The_name of the game has
such Ehange that thefe 15 ngw

advaﬂcing tha ball Faﬂtball as we kﬂgw it today, was EODEElVEd ﬂnly after - a )

shlftlng lmbalaﬂcés between foénse éhd defense as 1nnovat10ﬂ§ 1n the game=accurr—'f‘

A

'ed, and (c) to modlfy thgfdangarcus Elem&nts of the sporft. (16)
Al&haﬁgh Amerlcan foatball was. dEflved from English rugby, it bécame clear
very Early that the exact Eng§1sh rules gould not be .copied, Eerglsely because
the English fules were not .at all exact Ihe ambiguity of the rules,_as stated,
caused can31d2fabla gonfus;an amangst the American playersi For example, rule
number nine: "A tauchdcwn is when a playe p& n hlE hand on the ball in touch
. or lﬁ goal stops. it so that it remains dEad, or falfly so." Anather rule permits
the carfylng cf the’ ball but only on the candltlcn that' a player happened to bé
--standlng ‘behind the s&rummage as, the ball pcpped out. An ént'nt;mnal Yheel aut"

of the ball ‘was nct-gllowed; It must come out by accident.

’ L Lt ‘“:' o

‘_;wasigfficially azcepted in'lB?E Yalé tca, aquted the revised i
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‘were apparently writte%jﬁifﬁ'the nuticn thht everyone would naturally know what is

meant By such ‘phrases as "faltl? so. fBritlSﬁ haﬂ no tfouble fﬂllawing the rules bEﬁ ke

 caﬁ%e they had devalopéd thém thfough Eraditian. They simply knew hnw to play the ¢
game; Jbut the Americans had no Suzh tradltion. They had no one tD call upan to qualiﬁ

fy the etiquatte qf the gama, So,xgut ‘of nece551ty, the Ametlcan pfo%qure was to

_ féfmalize the rules (é 14) A ,", T A ”’{_}T:f

The two most 51gglflc” nt- ;hanges in tha rules ftum the B itishatraditiéﬁ=§ére

the éppeafance of interfei rence and .the dlsappearance ﬁf thé Scrummagé‘ Withitﬁé -

;;scrummage the ball was placed between the llnemen Qf both teams and the ball was put

ilntc play by_klcklﬁg taek to a teammate who would -then advance dt by run, klEk or

l lateral pass.vThls prncedure, héwever préqluﬂéﬂ any sort of forethought in dEtEfmlnE* :

1ng a Plan for play A second meatlng of that;ntercalleglate Footﬁall AEEDClatloﬂ in

'lSSD abal;shed the Scrummage and prcvlded that a llnemaﬁ d§51gnated as the- snapper—

. ball could not havg a, téammate betwean hlmself aﬂd the goal\ Thls rule was stre;ched :

‘ tby Pflncetnn in 1879 when two players vere used as akccﬁvny fqr the ball carrier _one

b”on each slde, but mot in advancefﬂf Ehe runner. The dlsgrpntled Gppésit;on ‘fathé y
than chal;englng Ehe approprlataness of Ehe maneuvgr, acgapted ;t*by comm@n zansent.

‘But Pr;nceton was to go further. In 1884, they unabashedly sent-th21r 1nterference '

in front of Ehe ball andﬁ§gain the opp051tion relénted and CDplEd The\521ent1flc
16) _ . .

- Princeton, as & matter of fact, provided the impetus for several rules changes.

o appllcatlgn af 1nterference is today the basis for moving the ball on the ground. (6,.

‘Thezeliminatioﬁ of the'SCfuﬁmage‘by the rules committee allowed for the retention of

.7

1 th’ ball “but unw1tt1ngly did not pfovlae for ;£s surrender. Prlncetan toak advamtage

.of £his Opéﬂ1£g ‘when they met Yale far*tha &hamplonshlp on Thanksg1v1ng Day(lSSD) 1n

‘the Polo Groumds, Neww York. At tﬁat t:l.mej in: case of tie, the Champlanshlp banner was =

: ) .
retalned by the prévlaus yearg s w1nnér. Prlncetgn had won it ln 1879, so all-.they

needed was a. tie Wlth Yale to remain the Ehamplan When a player with the ball gets
tackled behin® his own godl in moderm fautball, a safety is ;alled, and the _opposi-
stion is awardéﬂ two po;nts.ﬁﬁién thlg happened 1n 1880 no points ‘were scored and
" the ,ball was hrought out . to the 25=yard line and put into play, ence ,again, by the A

affenglve teaﬁ ‘A team could, therefore, retain possegs;on of the ba 1 indefinitely,

L ; A ’{VE gv.A )




fbarriﬁg'a fu;ble. Thls is praclsely what Princétnu did ﬁa Y%le in the now famous.. o .

s;f"block game." ' The game Ended in a D -0 tiE éﬂd Princetan ‘wab declarad the champloﬂ ’

'af football for 1880. Ihis sort of thiﬂg ‘was nct to be tdlerated by the rules com-

mlttee, so.thay made some chang s for ;i, next year._In case of ties, two extra 15-
minute periods WDuld be played If still t;ed _the w1nner\would be determlned to be
“the tean with the fewast number of - Safetys Cé 16) - : a' Joo ;

_ “ Princeton and Yale mEt aga;n in 1881 at theifglo ‘Grounds under the .same cir- -
91-.cumstances as the year befgré Anath%r tie would give Prlnﬁgton the Sllk banﬁer.i
"And just as befaze,,?tincetcn faund another lcop—hcle in Ehe rules. The autlay o£
~ the field provided for an.. inflnlte extension of the gpgl.llnes and,SldalinES!WhlEh
ffarmed 1maglnary squares at thshfgur corners of” the fiéld;!Aéchding ta{gﬁevrulés,
Cif the ball is e;;her carried oE:prqﬁElled into the squares behind ane's'géalézthg .
ball ;5 Eo be placed on the 25 yard line and retalned by the foense without pen- ;

alty. This was nGE the Sama as a Eafety Taklng advantage of thls overslght Pfince—-
ton held the ball for the entire first haif But aEEZJﬂgly,iaftEr the second hélf
kickoff, ‘Yale resorted to the sama;tactl;s,»and-the-regulat;cn game en!ed in a gzére—
less tieg'fﬁé extra periodé-?roved'équally fruitless; and Princeton immediately'claim=
‘ed the championship. But, Yale had ‘'something up its sleeve. Football at this.point
" was playgd w1th eleven meﬁ to a 51de four 1355 than dn earller*years. It seems, said
Yale, that the last lﬁgltimate champlonshig won by PIIHEEEOD was done with flftEEn
men to a side. SD, the champ;anshlp Should now ravert to the team that last won with_
aleven players. sBaak in 1876 Princetcn had agfegd to play Yale for. the champlonshlp
e w1th _only. eieéen men 1nstaad of. the customary flfteen As one might guess, Yale won
, that’ game, and aﬂ;thatb331s StDlE the Ehampionshlp away*fram Princeton in 1881. (6, 16)
- By this tlmesthe public had had it with "politléal" foatbali& They were Slck;of
5;tt1ﬂg through dull games and havlng champlonshlps won on technicalities 1n the
rules, A great clamor arose Whlﬁh climaxed w;th a rules EOBVEntlQnFlﬂ the fall of
1882. The conference adopted a,fule WhlEh proved to be the flnal break with the Eng-
-, lish rugby game. "If on thfee ‘fairs and downs a team shall not have adv;:EEE the babl
V;flVE ‘yards or lost ten they must glve up the .ball to the other side at’ the .8pot
iwhere the fourth was made " Cleafly, .the new, rule saved the game from oblivion. As _
Amos. Alonzo Stagg recalls' "Foatball mlght have wound up on the flnanclal page,'same—

wheraﬂﬁétween Caiveston Spnt cotton and’ the Savanﬁah r351n marf £, *1f the rules com-— - '




_mittee had nct come to the’ rescue..." The rasults of the naw rule were 1mmedlate.
:_The field had to bé lined off . in’ S—yatd SEQthnS glving 1E,fhe appearancE of a
;gfid;ronsea term which stays with us. Strategy was turned’ up51de down. Pre—determlned

plays vere now feasible. Slgnals were used to call- Ehe play and set the ball in.
‘motion. The players were put in certain pGSltlDﬂE, consisting Df seven 11namen, a

‘quarterbatk two halfbacks,‘,nd_aﬁe fullbagk New teams leﬁEd the ASSDClatlﬂn=§v -
Lafayeite, Lehlgh Dattmough Eannsylvanla and ‘the” ‘West's flrst team, Mlchlgan.

- The astcundlng grawth of Amerlcan foatball was on irs way. CE 16)

“ In 1883 Michigan went east ang played Yale, Harvard, Stevans, and Wesléyan
j‘withih a week. Eveﬁ better Sewanee College 1n Alabama took to the roud. 1ﬁ 1889
‘and beat Texas, ‘Texas A &M, Tulane, Louisiana; and MlSSlSSlppl all within six )

days and all w1thout bélng scored upon, In twelve games that year, Sewanee was
i'scuted ‘upon- only by Auburn They were 12 and 0. By 1892, Narthwestern, Illanls,
Minnesota, M;chlgan, and Chlcago were playing each other. thre Dame-Wisconsin was
already ar blg gamei Afmy and Navy bagan th21r series at West Boint in 1890. As the’
‘game spraad %htoughgut the cauntry, public interest was afcused Early _games were
‘attended mostly by students; but, by 1890, 51zab e crowds of the general publlc were

e 1nterested Thé game Ecak on a soc;al aspect, as many ladles were attra&ted to the
canigst on campus, The Thanksg1v1ng Day game in. New Yark betweeﬁ-Yale and Prlncetpn

) became an annual extfavaggﬁza. The day before the game, crowds of callege men des-

\ cended upan the F;Eth Avenue hotels, maklng Braadwaz‘v;rtuallyvunnav1gablé, Alumnl
came from as far as éfegén d4nd Texas. The Yale banners of blue and white and the :
-Prinzetan.black'aﬁd orange huﬁg 6ver the étréeté. Churéh éérvigeé weré'heid'earlier' .
than usual to avoid 1ntérferegce w;tﬁ the gama, and by ten o* clock, the hggé-pfOEeSSQ T
an af vehicles moved up Flfth Avenue tcward the Palo Grounds. (3, 16) ' _b -

Fcatb L1 becama S0 Wldely adapted that canferences had to be formed. Such teams

* as Texas, Iexaé A& M, and Arﬁﬁnsas made up ;he Southwest Conference The Western

iGanerence (later the Big Ten)Jhad Chlcagc IlllﬂOIS - and Mlchlgan, amangst Gthe

Paﬁﬁsylvanla Harvard Yala C@lumb;a, Prlnceton, and Dartmmuth were in the Ivy

League. What was happenlng is al?ar, For the first time in any endeavmr, the colleges

found it necessary to pet tagetth in regulating the game of fnntball Football serv-

ed to initiate 1ntarcalleglaterélatlo§§mfelatlons which were to spread to other

: 4.
" educational areas of Cooperation.(3,15) o

:7)._‘? : F;
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7 : Regulation was 'eeéed in part, beceuse prqfessie li:ﬁZtaieeé‘iteJuglf headf’

. énd mgny felt that it had no plaee in eollege athle A not uneommon ptaetlee

. feund gytey players eampeting for dlfferent teams each week PE almcst equal con-

‘tern was, the lengthucf the careers Df thase wha were legltimately attendlng college._

© In 1889 two of Princeton's ex-foo tballers returned for', graduqﬁk work, as did two ‘

-ffamnus players for: spe21al study. Harvard impfoved its. t&am w1th the matriculation
‘Df three veterans Eale recruited fouri Up to this tlme, the partle;patlen of a

3 few graduates did not stir much efitielsm, but the presenee of $0 many ex—playérs

. on the teams of 1889 hfoughé a-cry for refarmi A meetlng was held that yeegﬁin New

'ercrk where, after mueh debate .1t was agreed to accept the ellglblllty propcsals
eontest=

of Walter €amp of Yale: Anyone tho- aeeepted money to play in a tolleglat"
waulé be barred Graduate;studenté and those taklng speelal céurses were hade dn=
ellglble, and players wha dld ﬂﬂtregularly attend tlasses were prchib;ted frﬁm part—
patloﬁ (315) DU _ )
The pnpularlty ef feetball did nﬁf'rlse unlmpeded In the earllest days;,the

,faeultles thaug” Jthe game naﬁsense, a waste of energy that eould better be put tq

L , football teams were denied pe{;t’ss;nn to visit other ,,

Gernell to pley a game as far away as Cleveland, thlngs were gett;ng out . af haqd.

President.white of Cornell was not about to . let thlrtygadd‘@en go fapf hundred miles i
"to agitate a bag of wind." In 1885, the .Harvard faeulty outrlght banﬁed football
B games with outslde teams. They felt that4the game was develaplng int@ a .modiﬁled'
~ form of mayhem and was no sport for gentlemen." The Eig;was based upon an 1884 re=
port to the faeulty by the.Committee on Athletles. Football was daﬂgEfDuS. Slugglng,
tripping, buttlngi‘and hatklng were eemmcnplaee.,"Ihe natd%e of the game puts a -
premium on- unfai%3play§'1nasmueh as sgch play ;S eaS;, 15 ‘profitable if it Sueceeds
- is unllkely to be detected by the referee, and if detegted isxhefy sllghtly punished." -
The ungentlemaﬁly manly charaeter of the game was also havlng its effeet on the spéec—
htatprs. C fes of "kill, him," "break his neck," and "slug hlm,f;were frequently heard.
A . The Intercollegiate Assoelatlnn, afraid that other calleges would ™ fDl?GW ‘suit, elean=
-ed up the gules for the fcll lng yvear, and Harvard returned (1, 2)
" Even though the.rules had been revised,, the yeéar 1893 endured an unugually hlgh
’ frEqueney Df injuries. The eaUSe, perhaps, was due to the powérful OffEHSlVE funnlng

plays- that eoaehes had developed lﬂ preeedlng yeers; or, more 11kely,'1t was due tD

kS - . . . . -

. . : L :;;
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'1tha nemasis of f@ctball 1ngurles was blﬂwn way out Df praportlan by the nEWS—'

. papers. Accaunts in the European press typlfied the exaggeratian The Muncheng:

=

1thhr1chten reparted%kmérican fcntb’ll like this.

The faotball tournamant between t téams Df Harvard and Yale, redently

ugon the fleld w;th 2 crowd of ambulancas, surgeons, and nurses. Many
lddiés fainted at the awful cries of the 1ﬂ3uredfplayers.vThe indignation-
“of the spectators was powerful, ‘but they were.so terrorized that they

: were afraid to leave the flEld. _
The ensulng Dutcry in the Unlted States le the Secretaty of the Navy to abqll h i _

‘:the Army-Navy game, ‘which had begun only three years before. But a& Stanfcrd ',E ';~-: Co.
. -Dr. Davld Jardaﬁ déféﬁded faotball Me- bélieve," he sald "that the tendency of
;the game of foatball is in 2very way in the dlreczlon Df manliness. While ther re,
are pDSSlbllltles of evil and passlblllg}es Df excés é(an the Wé%t Coast) %

s 5

have nct reached those. pDSSibllltiEE vet. o Wlth subsequent alteratlaﬂs of the‘

'rules in 1896, -football. went through a pgrlcd of relat;ve qu1etude. The calm 1n—

Public - ;omfart.w1th football was shgrt- l;ved thaugh InEldEDtS gf foul anﬁ' /\

i

- wough play dame to thé ﬁaréffoﬁtlagain'in 1905. In .that year, Pr231dent Eliot of

de a report to tha Board of Dverseers 'on "The Evils of EDo;ball." He

‘The Amerlcan game of foatball as: now played -is unflt fgz-g@iLeges and | -
" schools., It auses an unreasanable number of serious 1n3ufles and deaths. The..

1
' 92132‘r1ng has great advantages over the féotball fleld because tha rules of T e

pfiée flghtlng are more humane than Ehose of foatball(a canclusion that per—
i‘rsistg today) . The game offers maty oppcrtunltles for several players to combine
in violently attack;ng one player." just sugh an 1ncldent§%fought strenuous ‘com- K _" .
ment from President’ Rcasavelt (l) s _ | " ’ ‘ ‘
_ . Durlng +the 1905 féatball geasug, players died fram 1n3urles The pubiié-mc@d
, iln thls PngfEESLVE era was such that the game of football had to be pufifled as. : ‘j
dldipclltlcs:and corporate trusts.. The spark that fired’ publlc 1nd1gﬁat1cn to its : .
ggeétést heiéﬁtf and stltred Teddy Roosev elt's wrath, ‘was the game between Swarth— o .: ‘
'ﬁare\aﬁd.PannSylvan;a That 'year, Swartﬁagfg ‘had a great llnEman 1n Bab Maxwell SD ' <\

: capable was he at r2pelllng Dpp@51ngrushe rs that the Pennsylvanla battle cry for the

&

..\ :.

. . g
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geme was "Stap Bob’ Mexwell." The Penn pleyere genged up on Hexwell and’ eent him: .

¥

-.~stegger1ngsaff the- field .at game s enﬂ with a hleody fece. A Photograph of Max=;

Awell s bettered bedy, whieh eeught ‘the attention of Preeiﬂ 411Rﬁ65eveit eppeers .
ed 1n the next dey e neWepepet. ReoeeveL threatened to ebolleh the game 1£ the
rulee were: not medifled to. ellmlﬂete out right v1ec53§EE§ley. Hie eentlments were

expreeeed earllEf in ‘the yeer et Herverd when he defend heergy epott, 'I heve _=_j§ '

no eympethy whetever with. the Dverwrought eentimentelity hieh would keep a yeung

~ man in*eetton weal... Eut..; brutelity in pleying any geme should ewaken the heert= -

7 t:ieet and mcet plalﬂly ehown eontempt for the pleyere gullty of 1t,.."(3 15) -
sIn Dctoberj Reeeevelt celled to Weshlngten the eoechee of Yele, Prlnceton,‘

aﬂd Hetverd for e—eonferenee coneernlng the imprc remenit of foetbell regulatlone.

Dut of the meeting came agfeemeﬂt on the neeeeelty fer refetm In January ef 19D5

the! Intercolleglate Rulee Cemmittee eeeembled end edepted et the euggeztlon of

ten yerde in feur dowme 1neteed of flve. The ff t was to open up the ‘gdme. end ted—
"7 uce the*lnflﬁence.ef brute ettength (6) - . ’ ’
in eplte of the revolutlonery ehangee, eeme :ll’g tho h it edv1eab1e to

Eebulleh feotbell—sNarthweetesg end Unlon for one year, Stehferd end Callfornia for
# ] -
ten years. Cempetltlen between Chi icag e Michigan, and Wleconeln was prohtb;ted ‘for

.eﬁe year, elee. When Ellei made thre enin g gestures teward ebandontng football ?ﬁ*
Herverd .Roesevelt promptly etermed to- Cembrlége end epoke at Hetvard Unan. "As: .

'emphatleally dlebelieve in seeing Hervard ‘or_ any other college turn out mdlly codd-"
les 1netead ef v1getoue meﬂ, T'may add thet\I do not in the Leeet objeet to epont
beeauee it is Tough We cannot afford, to turn out of eellege men whe ehrlnk ftum

" .physical effatt er from a little phy51eal peln Athletlee are goad, eepee;elly in -
their rougher fotme because they tend to develep...courege_" All Raoeevelt wented;

" was geed, elean -vigorous pleyi-Denger was part of the’ enthuelaetlc life, but . the
tempetltlon theteln must be felr. Pf sident RDOSEVElt saved footbell end thé game
pfnepered eteadlly to the. hlgheet palnt reeehed in ‘recent years. . Ihereswere‘athef

“factors’ bee;dee Roeeevelt theugh that lent toward footbell aeeeptenee (l 6)

* On’ the’ eempue 1tee1f prlef te football, etudent discipline wae an cutregeauely
_diff;tult.prghlem- The_cel ges had more rulee for etudente than they had. students.
After a fuli-éey ef'tequired eleeeee and ehapel etudente;faund it neeeeeery to let
off some eteem, ‘and this they did by lneeeeent 1ewaeak1ng Drlnklng§ fltetrecker

: ‘thrDWlng, aud rioting were common occurrences.. The ertlvel of faetbell did more tD
"y divert eurplue energy'than the most: powerful chapel eerman;ot the etrytteet dlectpﬁ‘”

11nery meaeurei To be eure, there were ‘other eeﬂbetltlve aet1v1t1ee befare foetbell

& -
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Harvard and Yale engaged in the first etew race in 1852 Wllllams and Amherst played .;‘.;Q
baseball iﬂ 1859. But neither .of these sports eumpriEEd the physical tompetitive sp—;e" '
1rit that did fpetball Aftetﬂa thorpughly fatlguing gaﬁé there cnuld be little en-. .

thusiasm fpr llfe s 1mpurities. Fpptball served as a remedy fof physical and ﬁental

soﬁtﬁess. The individual atﬁributes of toufage,_eomposure ‘clear thlnklng, s:oopetE .
i?*_ation, selfsreliance, pepseveranee and, 1ngenu1ty could be learned on the foptball " o

: field far mprt readlly than in the classrcpm..Theafootball field was cleatly the‘ :

ttainiﬁg gtpund upon whltb menbéete ipveloped from bays Those who plazéd became ;ﬂ” e

i

lawyers, doctors, and leaders 1n business and goverﬂment. Certalnly,éfgatball s em~

,Ph351$ on Wlnnlﬂg, 1nd1vidual ruggedness and teamwcrk coincided W}t the qualltieS!'

necessary to prpgress in Ameritan life. Ihe competltlve and martlal spirits estab—vr
F1] .
lished in the fpdfball arena WDuld go ‘far toward high praduttlan in. the ‘war-like’

i; plains Df industry (5 9, 14 15) : o f :ﬂ': ' o 'i:;gfiﬁlt,v

L fcotball team;. buty ’1n fact Casper Whltney fitst picked a team th The7Waek' A

Spprt in, 1889 Two years later Camp 8 A11=Amer1cans appeared in Ha;per s‘Weekly,
and ftom 1898 until his death in 1925 Cglller's Week;y printed them Ihe make—up

) ‘AmEflcaﬂ enllegg campus. (3, ID) ',' : ‘ B - ] ;-’;ffé,';
At the timezpf the fitst All—Amerttan team, the éollege campus was permeated A

) of thE Early All -Americans. llStS glves us a clue -as to the- hetefcgeneity of EQ;ﬁ) e.'i~;;'£

wlth sons pf the we11¥tp do, and foatball was regarded as an. upper class spnrt .

Whitney g 1889 team refletts the situation All the players were seletted fram the;jf ‘

top three téﬁss at that time——Harvard Yale, gtd Prineetonseand .all but oge (Hef—'l _

felfinger_af Yale) hgd names nf Engllsh batkground But Hurphy of Yale made Camp s’ A ..
-list in 1895 and, ‘Penn's Plerkarskl ‘was one of the best Ain 1904 By 1927, an. ‘ethnic .
‘-Shlft had taken place, and the G@stetbaan s and Kipke s were.appearing as th en as -~ ¢

the traditicnal ChanniEg 8 and Ame's. What was happening is clear. .The SECDﬂd geﬁ= :_“

eratiOﬁ 1mm1grant dlssatisfied w1th the prospects of/perEOfming manual labcr, as .

) v_c;rtumstaﬂces, hlS sacial status wpuld heve made it difficult far him toe te atcepted "';; -
‘1nto the more- prStlnguS }nstltutlpps but fDotball qufékly became hlS meansi on’ the ,  7
£iy d of battle, perfafmante, not ethnit pflgln wag . ‘the . ttiteriun fcr acteptanceu

i

S . ] - P : K -

= e T

ot
L e
L]




- In the old=ﬁime,ea11ege, there'wee’lfttle”etudent»ffeedom, and for that matter,
11ttle teacher freedpm; Adhefenee to the classical eufflculum! recitation as the me=-

thod ef ins struction, and Strlet dlSElpllne over student life made the eellege atmee—

phere stultifying for beth student and teaeher. The cullege experlence for every stu-

dent was the same. Bytﬁé]ﬁte 1800 s, hewever, the!l eleetlve eufrleulum had appeared

—.and this, glong with |increased student enrollmente, served to make the etudent more”

hetefogeﬂeoue. The eld,colleglate"unlty was gone; but it was repleeed as football

beeeme pfomineﬁt W1th sort of commun enthuelesm._lf the etuﬂente could net attend

the same eleseee they eeuld at leeet Toot for the same fuutball team. A 1902 Yale ‘
4 faculty eemmlttee reeognieed the eituatlen when it reported "An 1mpr ssion is. very

D
trong and very prevalent that the athlete 1e worklng for Yale, the student fer him=

T

s
',slf"uz,ls) R S
» Thet football was popular w1th the studente has been eetebllehed But ‘a more
elgnlfleant ebeervet;on to”the future of" eellegiete footbell wae 1te development as
~a publle enteftelnmeut medlum. Wlth the euppert of alumnl and admlnletfatlen 'Ehe
exhortations ef the .press, the advent of huge etadlumsg ahd the innovations of. great

- T
the enormoue populat success that cellege foetbell enjoyed then and

eoaehee e;m'
an. Ae oute;de 1q;ereete in the game 1ncreaeed “football and athletl cs as a whole
would be lese and leee eentfulled by lﬂtfe eelleglete 1nfluenees. But, before tﬁle
: tonk pleee; the etudente had something to say. - » B , . “
Although etudents hed partlelpated all aleng in 1nfufma1 games on the iell’ge
greunde only™ a few ethletee aeerued the beneflte of nganleed competition. And even
those athletee who partielpeted in beeeball rowlng, and tennis, were not engaglng
'lqethe gert of bru;e;ng activity that was required of feotbell. In the period from .
about 1é75 td IQDS: ﬁueh'a%;the students' exposure to rigereuelphyeieel activity
hed been eneountered in the bleaehers at foetball %épee. Preeldent Roosevelt voleed
"his concern in.1907 by encouraging "in every way a healthy r;velry which shall give.
terthe lergeSE possible number of students the ehanee to take part in vlgereue out-
‘ndeef gamee_”'He_eheught it-far more important that one, regerdleee of ability, "play
something himself" rather than ”ge with Hundrede of companions %e see someohe else
bpleyg” The less~-than-talented boye; seeing all the attention and effort going, toward
intereellegiate foo%bell wanted an even ‘break. The student body as a whele guet sim-

ply was not’ gett;ng euffielent’giy51eal trainlng (S)

¥ }.!:
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, ca%gabaf the: small numbBer of students. Eut as enrollments 1 ncreased, the fraternit-

. pattl

campus.

L
. o

\H”

"
. ¥

Initial efforts by administrators to-remedy the situation toak, the form of
< -]
departments .of physical culture. Students were fequlred to perform reglmented cal=

'entlcs and g"ﬂnastlcs in stale, suffacatlng gymnasiums; Amerlgan youth were nnt'

/

// }

muah enthu51asm at the start. What’ the bays wanted were rough and tumble, en-

ergetic, llVE Eames in* the fresh Dutdonrs. They wanted challenglng competition and

‘fun.- The answer had to be intramurals. At first, student Qrganlaatlcns contfulled

the competit 1onsgvand-the ElaSS unit was the most natural form Df.grganlzatlgn be=

A

ies took _over central respons;blllty, 51nce they were more permanent flxtufes on .

tudent control was most effective . between 1900 and 1914, but as 1nd1v1dual

"'U ’/""-»

pation further increased, Lonfllcts with coaches over the use of faClllpléS‘

H

occurred, and the system became too burdensmme. Athletic associations soon found |

h

“ne

‘[Tﬂ

ed for strong cnordlnatlmn,_ga a ”,,ement for departments of intramural ath-

etics swept the colleges—-—the first at Mi;higan!aﬂdehio State in"1913. From the

7]

"ise of football, then, devélgped the concommitant enthusiasm for intramufals;'an

=

rograms in today's

l:(w

enthusiasm which has led to the institution of vast intramural p

.colleges. However, as historian Frederick Rudolph points out, the increase in ath-

létic participation by the student body at large had its side 'ffects;bbEf,usE‘it

- introduced "a strange and troublesome double standard in collegiate athletics: a

E

standard of amateur ‘fun for the mass of students, and for the expert a standard of
near- prof5531onallsm andsheerhard work..,"(S 15) o ‘ _
That first Princeton Rutgers game in '69 was, as were all the other early fé@t—

ball games, pretty much a private affaér amongst the plavers. Most contests fnund*the

‘players -just barely outnumbered by the spectdtors: and those who witnessed the games

“were usually Studentsvand‘relatives of the players. As the word got around that foot-

ball was ‘an exciting game to watch, the crowds grew and consisted largely of people
who were in no way affiliated with college or players. The 1878 Princeton-Yale game
attracted the first really big gathering. Four thousand péople watched, a pathetic .
shewing compafeé to the 110,000 that would view the'lgzéhgrmyENavy classic at Sold-

iers Field in Chicago. It dldn t take until 1926 thaﬁgh to observe the hold that

college football had on the publlc 1nterest, The 1891 Harvard—Yale game is fam us for

'stlmulatlng AmEflca s first countarf51t1ng of tickets. The Bo n Globe repofts*

At 12 o'clock the Vanguard of the great crowd began to storm the gates. At
first they came by twos'and threes, then.in half dozens, hundreds, platoons,
regiments and finally & broad river of -bobbing heads stretched blocks away
from the gates. Scores of pretty girls hurried past the paralysed ticket
taker with a hop, skip and jump. Nobody knows just how many persons were ad-
mitted on tounterfeit tickets...the counterfeits were beautifully done. (1,3,6)

) ‘ . o
LS j o
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The mention of girls in the Globe fapart b£inga out ‘an intefaating'relatiaﬁi
ship betwean the fair. sex and football -Prior to 1885, 1a al rules of behavior
-did not allow wcmen to attend - aportlng events. Much of the reason for their exclu— -
sion can be traced to the campromlalng atmagphere which surrounded the scenes Df ‘
Erlnceton game (1885) fram‘the Polo Graunds;ta the pleasaut surroundings in New
‘Haven, atamulated WO ’an to attend in large numbafa for the firat'time. Subsequent- (;
1y, callége football gdmes Béaamé a social affaii-‘whareby a young.géntleman could
- take his date in as reSpattable a conscience as if. he wera taking her to the atate
falf. Dnce the barrlers of decency were clrcumvanted women flnckad to see tﬁa
gamasa There was something exaltlng about football that baseball lacked G. Stanley
‘Hall, ps ycholnglst and pr251dent of Clark Univer sity, spaculatad that the female
enthusiasm was caused by a Sexual attfaatlap to the gladiators on tPE‘fieldg
Football gave the appearance of war, far more than did basaballg and the weaker -
sex seems to have a stfangé faac1natlan for prgwaas in battla,,'parhapa ultimate-
ly and leng;cally because it demonstrates the power to prntegt and defend." The"

ologist Ray. Birdwhistell,

ACDIFESpondlng male attitude toward Eomen says anthrr
does not feally rec;prccate. ".!g,fgatbail players play\with an eye:to their
' p:eatlge among teammates, pthé?,fooﬁball’playera' and other men." (14, 15) )

The turning point for collaga football, in terms of audience appeal came in . .
19D6 Football had .been characterized by viscious, 1nflght1ng play, but the 1nat1—
tutioen of the farward pass 1ntraduced\naw dimensions and new problama. A more in- e
tell"’;t appraach to the gama was now necessary for success. Brute strangth alone-
would not carry the day. .The American football spectator sensed this and anjoyad
the rasﬁlting choreography Although the Eéﬁm@Q‘ViEWEf might not always anderatand
exactly what was hagpaning on the field, hebéauld, nevertheless appraclate the strug-
gle.of line againat line, the aairling maneuvers in the ba ckflald the aynchrcn— S
ization of patterned movement, and of course, the trick plays. Amaf,<;"a admired

small team which could "outfox

" the ",1t° larger opponent. This was never more evi- oA

\m\

dent than in the 1903 gama between tha Carll le Indians and Harvard. Morfla Bealle's

account is entertaining: ' : a o ' ~

Glenﬁ S (Eap) Warner was coaah of tha Carll le team. He had taughtvthé Braves

: . i £ i
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a bag-f@l of tricks, but the greatest of sll was spfung at ﬁhe beglnnlng of
the sec half. Harvard kicked off to the TIndians and the ball was caught on
their seven-yard line by Johnson, thslf'qusrtsrbsck '

Instead of making interference, they came together, just as is done in ths mod-
ern huddle; in front of Johnson, with the apparent <intention of running back

. the klck by the aid+of a "flylﬁg wedge' formation. With this huddle as a shield
the ball was shoved inside the.back-of Dillon's jersey which had an elastic
band around the bottom. This was done so deftly that it was not seen by any-
body on the Harvard Jfeam, much less by sgy.éf the spectators.

Immediately after the ball was resting securely under Dillon's jersey, the
whole Carlisle team ran toward the south side.of the gridiron, then fanned out
in a long line across the field and scampered like frlghtensd antelspss toward
the Harvard goal 1lﬁe with arms outspread and\pa}ms up. . . ( '

The Harvard team was bsw11dsrsd but those in the grsndstsnds smuld seelthe
ball bobbling around and- sticking ‘out like'a hump from Dillon’'s back. Immedi-
ately there was a fumble of as tsnlshment Whlsh turned 1nto roars of 1sughtsr

as the crowd arose to its feet. , v : ¢

| osing as an interferer, Dilfon, hsaded strs;ght for Csrl Msrshall captain of ?'
the team, who was plsylng safety. Marshall sidestepped when he saw Dillon bear-

ing down on him..It looked like & .smart piece of work on Carl's part, but it

turned out to be otherwisé as the Indian loped agross the goal line. In de-

fending Carlisle against chicanery, Pop.said, "The public expects the Indians |

to employ trickery and we try te oblige." : : ' '

Lae]

" 880 thaf‘wss the o0ld hidden bsll'tricki-sﬁd that in part, is what -made college
fsstball EKCLElﬁg, if not sltogsthst prsdlstsbls (1, 14) ! ) )
. Besides providing sntsrtslnmsnt it-was, ‘and stlll is, thought that, foot— .
+.ball provided the spsctatsr with an emotional release of . his suppressed ag—
gressions. Natsd psychologist G, .T.W. Pstrlck wrots, in 1903: "The gsms acts gs
. a sort of Arlstotsl;anisszhsESLs;_purglng out our psntﬁup fesllﬂgs and snabling
‘us to return éoss placidly to the siow spward'toiliﬂg By 1npsr71m;tatlsn the .
spectators themselves psfticipsts in the game and at the sgms time give an un--
7 restrslnsd sxprsss%?n to their Ematlons." In earilsr tlmss the Romans had their
- glsdlatqrs-and the English thslr,gnlghgs Twentieth csntury Amerlcsns possessed.
. .. . their fsotball‘plsyéfs-sﬁd were, in turn, possesssd by thsm. Thfough psycholog-
ical displacement, the Amsrlcsn fnotball spestator’ssuld 1sg1t1mstely vsnt the
natural agressiveness for which modern SDLlEﬁy “had fsw suthts Fcotbsll served

-a therapeutls purpose, and for that it could hsrdly be rltls;ssd (1,11, 14)

|—.|m

Fof whatsvsf rsSssn the; people came, they came in 1 rge Vnumbers “And ts_' L
sscnmmndats the huge footbsll srowds5 equally hugs football stadiums nssdsdlcon— Af
. struction. Harvard, as one mlght suspsst was one of the first sollsges to bu1ldi
a new stsdlums—a horssshss structure (40, ‘000 cspac;ty) which spsned in 1903 The

Eli's of Ysls cauld bs wstshsd by 75,000; in ths consrete Yals Bswl of 1914

g

rinceton fullswsd shortly with Pslmsr Stsdlum Most of the plonesr ssstern

=

e i




-

1 A

©'$653,00 wag taken.,The 1928 season at Yale showed profits of $348,500.(12,13,16) -

< “For all the emphasis - on gete\reeeipte and meﬂeyﬂftem eeeeeeeiene, they only

. .ac eeunted fer‘pert of the totall financing of the ethletie operetieni Of the §1,900,
000 that wes required to construct Ohio Sted;um, $900,000 was -paid by eleeii and
'eubeerlptlen holders (those who gave over $100 would have tee years optiee on two
seete per yeef and their names 1neer1bed 1n the stadium's corr ridors). Harvard's .

_Cleee ef 1879 celebfated its 25th ennlvereery by denatlng 40, DDO?—eeat Harvard

- Stadium.’ Similar glfts wete endowed eleewhere. But, whatever: the source of foot§;

- ball monies, one thlng was beeomlng ameelngly ev1dent "Out of financial neeeeeltyk
college football was big bue; eeeg‘lt_ne.lenget'belonged t6 the student- who origin~
ieted its development. Football was in the gteepe'of the ?e&ing cuetemereige etroegﬁ -
;hold that has yet to be rellnqulehed (1,43 15) o -0 ! S : R

The de%elopment of football as a buelneee hee been an enagelng process which , -~

ﬂ! ' - 1e,,ae meny see it; detrlmental Fo edseetlenal purpﬁee. Strenuoue eemplelnte by ' .
. faculty and Studente have all aiong been voleedeeneernlng the apparent 1rrelevancy

y of big time feotbell te eolle ate edueetlen William® ‘Rainey Harper sided w1th his

-faeulty in expressing the v1ew that a unlverelty function is not "to provide at

=

'gteet cost sﬁ%eteeulax entertainment. for. enormbus. erewds." At Stanferd Professor -
Jamee sngell egp51dered football ependlng a "'menace to epert for -sport's sake-~ :
thet it defllee the very frqﬁt of pure emgteurlem.f The outct?‘egelnet huge athletic
expendltures wes not one’that involved. just menetery eeneldetatloheg for very often -
1e~the 1900"s” ethletlc programs were eelf—euffleieet. The "great cost' of whleh

Harper spoke- weuld leter be applled to the e';f preeent athletle pataelte (ceeeh

elumeue, and’ player) who was in college ethl'tlee for Whet he could get out of L

it, detached ftom edueatlonel values and the! needs of the students 'at large- "The .
overemphasis &% athletics is eeeuredly an evil," said Angeil "i..thteugh the low-
‘ering of the standard of eehelefehlp of the ethletee..i(eﬁd)...threugh the distor-
tion ef ideals of college- 1ife,.."(7 16) S _ \ '

Everywhere, like- Cfltlclsm was heerd;‘but? at Stanford, eetien was taker.
Pfefeeelenel ceeehee tre;nlng tables, and -gate receipts mede feetbell euch an

years, the evils of foot=

obsesgion that the faculty at Stanford abolished the jame in 1906. Until lSlS,

Stanford played lntereelleglate rugby. Dur;ug the ryghly

‘ ball were el;mineted, .and more etudeﬁte could eetlvely pert1c1pate in rugby. But
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"fnr:atl tbe_genetel stuﬁentFEatiéfantinn, one thing_gnanéﬁéet the undetgradneté?mindi
The "big game"‘with‘Califptnia was missing. The etowds,'the,gloty, Ene the exeites
ment seemed worth a return to Amefie;n fontball.=3§ 1918, student sentiment and alumni
endfpublie pressures conld nofggg‘denied. The'fecnlty compromised by reinstating foot-
ball-on a new basis. All-eontfol (coaching, ttaining; and direction of athletics) wae_;,
to be vested in_the regular academic iteff;ﬁTh%e S,ppnsedlj, yould put the geme in

- a new.light; but the faculty athletic g¢ommittee.was not re ally happy about the re-

i turn of\football, because little emphasis was given to the enjoyment nf the students-

:eé large, and of the educational value of sport in the Univere;t} "(7)
| Once the universities committed themselves to- finannlal football, publle rela- -
tions became of the utmost importance. The lives of’ the athletlt departments dependedev
upen their fnntball teams drEWLng power.: It beeame necessaty to promote and estabs
1ish nollege fogtball as a grend Spettaele, ‘one which would be so entertalnlng that
nothing would- be better to. dn on e Saturday efternnnn thanﬁettend a football game,_

;;Ihe wav;ng.pennants, I%géoon :nate, players' uniforms, marching bands,vcheerleedefs,v
'and the colors gll contributed: to the pageantry. 3

One of the first decislons a college needed to make involved the co lprs that )

‘uld narfy into hattle. 1t was 1n the 1876 PennsPtlneeton game that

its-athletes

uniforms Wwere f,rst wnrn;'Ptlneetnn appeefed in blaek knee pante and stneklnge and N
a black Snirth_ th orange trim and a large orange P. Penn neme out with white flen elﬂ i%tb
' etieket eui'i, which thej would later trade for the red and blue. Yale elalmed blue_tﬁgégj‘
,and ‘Corneil narnelian and ‘white. Ohio State flrst selected black and orange, but

7p1tkly SWLtthed to scaflet and gfay when it was discovered that Prlnteton was ‘black
‘and orange elfeaﬁ§ ‘Although there were ehargee and cnunteteharges of plagiatiem,
~there would eventually not be enough tolore to gn around. Duplltatlon was lnEVltable,

as both Williams and Amherst ehese_pufple! The University of Chleago ehang d 1ts;enlor
after one year for a very different reason. The nriginel‘eoinr was yellow; Whiet was

wnrn as'a U. CS‘%nnngram Yellow fen, though,  and Had an undeeifablé symﬁdliem which

.was pointed out by oppesing players. The following year, Chlcagn tonk maroon for : >

peane of mlnd The playerq!FEre not the nnly ones to wear the ethoni colors, for the

ﬁs-nenkties and pennants The school calnre were eymbols of un;ty, of common purpose.
AGolnre Were often respnnelble for. team nitknames Yale was nalled pluei Princeton was

known as the Tigers because of the horizontal’ orange stripes on its black uniforms.

Harvard was the ﬁtimenn.(zglz,lg,isilé)
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. By the centufy s end many schools ha& yellmasters. Drganlzéd cheering -

5

of vsorts burst from the ‘stands’at the very first game. Princeton had its skyfocket
""S-s=g-s boom ah!" LaterﬁkYale 5 cheer went: 'E1i-E1i-Eli-U. "One might suppose that
the  "E1li" was-a reference to benéfactar E%!hu Yale. Between cheers, the bands played
and the students and alumng sang the, school songg—ssuch as Dth State' "ACfESéKtEEi
Field" and "The Buckeye Battle Cry." There ‘certainly was a lat of hoép la in the

stands not to mention. Cnrn&llkgfperpetual problém concerning '"the fespon51b111ty‘ :

for do;ng somethlng...about the eight Dbstfapéfous 1nebriates 1in Sectlan H Row 52,

=

alumnus laid out under the Cresceni " Faf{all the circus atmasphere, it was a won-

- der that aﬂyanéacauld' or had time, " for flgurlng out what yas - happen1ﬁ§§§g,the f;afa
Athletic assaciatlcns made it a bit’ eagler, though for both spectatofs and reporters.
TSQE-Beydﬁd 19DD “most callege fields had score?ggrds, and the 1913 seascn gaw the Chlcagas
’ players wearlgg numbefs on thE;r backs. The rest ‘of the Big Ten followed the negt year,
~and in 1915 the Unlv2r31ty f Plttsburgh CDPIEd to Eﬁhange the sale Df pfagfams, (2313,

14,16) '

§wspapers pald very little attanﬁign to foo tball The’lSEQ

In the bégiﬂﬂing,

game warranted‘a flve llae mentlgn id theaNew York Trlbune. The first shbstantial no-

glce_ of the game came in 1881 w1th{cr;t;a;sm of thase Yale-Princeton “biaék" gameg.

When newspap e;ssdld.send ‘reporters to an occasional contest, it"was obv;uus by the next

F marnlng" edltlon that they knew llttle of the game. Beynnd the 1nev1table exaggeratlons

of brutal play, arti;les rarelg contalned more than running. ac counts of who cafrled the

ball-and wha Stgpped it. With public acceptance of fcatball the prEEE became wbre 1n—-

terestedgaseventeen,feparters ‘from dne paper ccvered the 1893§?hank5glvlng game between
\ E ;

¥ale and- Pflncetun The advances of /footBull in terms of newspaper space feflected sim-

=

ul neous dvances in the public favor. The cor espondlng rlsa af f@otball growth’ and
press a tt ntlan&wculd cantlnue thfough the boom of thEvbgzD s and beyand‘ECE 15, 16)
The Amerlcan college had“never ;eally known papularlty until the rise of foot-

‘ball. For the first time, ﬁhe Eallegf “were being favareﬁ ‘with a popular press, and

: publ;cxreiatlans throu;h athléflcs became recognized by many as a .valuable 1nstltut10n-

'ul begifhning of Stanfard as a college has been attflbuted "to its

al .‘assel:(S The success
success in

_ ar the subsequent reams of puﬁflclzy Abundant publlClty was
, gaad advertising, and gaad advertislng Eﬁgg&fiargEf enrollments and 1ncrease§féndQWﬁ
"ments. "At the University of Chicago under President Harper it waéfgggé thaq\Rkaefeller
gifts were celebrated like football v1ctgr1es, and football victeries like -

ﬁ;. . - e 1 B - .‘ . V‘_,

o
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the Second Coming of Christ.' Presiden AdSEESZEEW' EOﬂElﬁ was so' convinced of the )

v value of antggll ag a draw1ng podér that he Wauld not allow Scﬁolastigally incom=
-
" petent foctball players to be expelled by the faculty, Not everyone, though, ffhaught
foutball a Goﬁ=send A profegsor:?t Hiram Callege thought it a dlsgrace that Lhe

|

‘good name Df a EDllega appear on a Sports pages ‘"'in ccnnegtlan with accounts of .
® B

prize fights horse races and'QSﬂtestg‘betweenbulldogs -and game cocks," Nor did ,f,;;,;:
he care for "the hoatlng and yelllng at the games, or the "desecration" of Thanks—4

, glVlng by p'

ayl,g on that day. Actually, Cornell got along qulte well WlthDuE com=
mitting itse elf to

to a huge fmotball operatlon A 1929 Cafnegle Faundatlnn report ol ;
‘collegégathleﬁlcs found Cornell to be one of faur major universities w1gh admlragly
percepg;ve football pragrams. Ccznell s, emphssls on a strong Jntramqral program, so

* that all studgnts could pa;ﬁ' ipate in foatball recelvedsuch pfaise that defeatlng

Prlnceton for several years running cauld not have achlevad as-much publ ici ty But

guatlflzatlon for lts EKLSEGECE CZ 7 13,15) ﬁ ’ Lt

', Faculties didn't Eﬁp&il&lly care for foatball They di dnff go -along with college

presidents in vlfw1hg pabllclpy garnered fram fDotball as "an ald to student enrollments. /
The Uniwe sity of Chlcaga faculty argued that a student s ch01ce of a college is not ‘gf
that ' Xﬁ

governed...by the athletlc prowess of the Szhoalssor » Sl he was. sqﬁlnfluanced p
. ¥ /

heigouldn be much of an- addltl@nﬁ{x\tha Studant b@dy." ‘At Edrnérlg no- spFCLal con— -

*

—~giderations were gl%en the athletes. Adm1551on staﬂdards were not lGWEted, prabatlons;.

-/ went unmitigated, -and ;ﬁasses were not schediled araund practlce; Frustrated by facul-

. ty Aindifference, in 1928, Coach- Dabie chargéd that* EThe faculty 'is the cause of the o
poor faatball teams ateCGrnell , ot the players or the coaches." Facult;es also frus— f
trated college’ adm;nlstratérs. Pr sident Thompson of Ohio State (EBDS) thaught tha . -é'

%'--fazuiEy ought to. "recognize ‘not oaly th21t%§Eght but,théxr duﬁ? to 1ead in 'all’ ‘Forms: - '{'-'
s, .
bf college athletlcs " Refe;rlng to.the excesses’ of‘%oogball wrought by unethlcal
3 : .

3

=

| students, glumﬂl, and coaghes*‘Tthpsen tégarded the dencuncing of football a WESEE
af Enargy. ‘What is- ﬁ%eded -he said, 1B a high standafd of moral excellence wh;ch
could ba persanlfied by an energetiﬁfiaculty.(z lS 16) '
Despite the urgings af college p2331dents, mogt faculties sat foo ball out; .and
the;r studied indiﬁ{iiﬁggg directly led to prablems in the Sport that' EQ
plague current educational admlnlstration. Sameone had tq cen tral a qniver51ty s akh

letlc programs.lThe faaulty didn't want t so the E%ji:nts and alumni d1d In- the

L

ntinue to

[
- ’ : S
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vety‘begimuiﬁg, the uﬁd*—graduates ran the-sport for WhﬂQ?@nlythéyxwe;e-enthUSiasi
«  tie. But as classes of fa@tball players gtaduated it was not upcommon to find old

players rlght back on the field in follaw;ng yeaESE -now as"'ntefested’assistants'l T.
@

arnd adv1sors. As a result ‘joint ‘students- alumnl canttgl of foatball devalaped It

was not’ long Qafore Erlnceton s team was caaghad by a Qammlttee of three graduatad

a®

playefé It also was not long before the’ growth of fautball lntraduced such com-

piexltles of -operatidén Ctra;nlng, flnanCLng, recrultlng, etc. ) that student managéE

;'and dlsclpllnad approach, wh;gh in turg,requlfed the expendlture of much time and -

money, nane of which the students copld ptav1de. With* the dlSlntEfESE of the fatul—

‘&

':ty and the lncumpetence of the students,_the ‘door was let w;de open,,and the alumﬂl-

leaped tlght thr$Ugh (15, 16) s A

Oncé the aldmni took over football v1ctary ’df,fg bé;héﬁ-at all costs. Why

oy s T .
he worll is a 51mple engugh quest n--one Whiﬂh probably deservesr

the games had -tho
- aAtcmplax ansvwer, But the baslc conslderatlon mu Egﬁlth ‘the perv351ve cnmpet*a
tive Splrlt that hzld the nation just. bafare and after the turn Df the centugyi Am=:

erlcans haeed to lose, at anythlng, 3,7 udlng faotball And there was no betteté

, ' \ :
‘o reaﬁta dlract one S“ccmpetltlve loy&l energzgs ‘than tmwafd the alma mater 5 fnnta .

ball squad Vlftua ly all ‘the questionable a hletlt practlcas that llnger t@day
S " had thelf roots in the last years of ‘the ISDD}S; when over= zealuus alumnl thought

- . ¢
it neaessafy to recruit’ 5tudent=§thletaa and hlre tampetent coaches. Famlllar pleas

could be héagé\ffom alumni across the ne iug, such as_ that of one dlsgruntled Caf*

nell alum:""This.boy Shith at Humper Atade,“ '

but as faf as I can flnd out no one .,

e A lot of other. collegeg are aftet him strﬂng,

thas made any effort to 1nterest hlm in Co rnellf Why don't you birds wake up'and

: gét busy''? The 'query was mada o 1924 but it is v1rtually titeless, for 1t ‘could

.h%ve been eahged in 1890 or. 1970 as well. Dn many campuses in the 1890’ s,'!he
alumnl, wlth the b12351ng5 Df the preSLdent develgped several unethlﬂal fEEfUltlng-
1pfact1ges wh;th are taken matter— éf factly now. Alumni. ”ﬁgents went abuut-tha‘ i

countryslde scouting -for and toax1ng athletically inclined students ta attend favor-

" ed sch ols; aﬁﬁ often the alumnl wauld,tontrlbute financial ald for rémISSLﬂﬁ of

student tuition and ‘board. Caffespandlngly, ‘of course,_ad ission aadards had to Yo

be l@gered because the better athletes were not always the better studeﬁtg. For a -
» good-strgtch in the 1890 S, Stanford ‘continuously ‘beat up on California in foat— .,é

: qgll, pfompting the Califgfnié Occident to tomplain'that_‘time and time agaln have :1;

(€) . ' . . -
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'lamentable Sltuatan that, but . one whlth CGHElﬂUES today Th,

red admlss;lns standar&s, under the=table glfts fcr player,
g‘tutorlal programs, and prfESSDflal arm-twisting ED the adv ntage of Student -athletes.
(2 7,15,16) ‘ Tl . . L '

© ar As mentlaned ptev1ausly, the flrst ccaches were usual Ly recently graduated students

* who had played faatball ﬁell The;r services went unsalarjed, thcugh theiT expénses were

ftaken care of by the athletlc departments Hawéver,‘out of

:fo v1tt0ry arose the need fnﬁzhlghly tompetent d;rectlan. It wauld hardly. do to have,

the alumnl s péfpetual lust

y s Hatvatd did for a game in 1903, ten coaches on tha fleld The ‘call for séund general—
ship was: heatd throughout the countfy,‘and 1tﬁwas Eastefn antball that answered. East—
‘ern schools had the most experlente wlth ‘the game, so it was natural that their best
Aplayets were tabbéd fg;~§oach1ng p051t10n5 elsewhere. ‘From Yale, Stagg went to Chicago,
Camp to Stanfgrd, andeﬂef Elflnger to Callfarnla.:Prlnceth sent Poe tD Virginia, Hutch=
lnson tg Texas, and, anan to Nutth Carollna. Cornell’ Warner toachedkﬁtﬁharllsle. Few .

:Qaathés stayed at one tallege for very. long, but at Sﬁe point in the 189D’s, Earké Davis

tuunted 45 former Yale players 35 fram Prlntetcn, and 24 Harvard men taath;ng at SQhDDlS:

~around the nation. The salaries were not usually great ab@ut $40D far the seasan, but
VStagﬁ was 1nduted by Harper to g@ ta Chltago in lSQB Ect $2 SQD and profes ori tank
Salatles today éte muth hlgher{SD DQD and’ up) to éémpensate no doubt . for the 1ncreased
complexities and pfessurés af the sport (l 7, 16) _i g oy , , ‘
~ Soon after attepting a pos;tlan as head ﬂf the fﬂotball team, publ ic éﬁ&:alumni

pressure made it tleat=that a coach’ s ij depended upcn his pfodutlng a wlnnlng foatball
teém; And with the\fmphas;s on w1nnlng came th subs equént emphasis on strenuous traln—J
ing of the players Aéione Stanford cdach said "Theae fallaws want “to understand that
football is not fun, it is hard work " Tritkery, dateit,'and questlanable tralnlng me- -
thods beeame the order of the . day. Foatball tgrned away from the players, and dEVElQpEd
into a EQthES game, in whlth trltkS and 1nnovat1cns had to be devised so that taath A
'tauld sbay a step ahead Df toaah B Pop Warner 1nvented so many tricky fﬂrmatlons that

4
he cauged moreé changes in the rules than anyone else. The scraen pass, crouch start, sin-

Egle!=w1ng back, Shiftlng defeqsa, and hidden--ball trick WErE sll hlS. Haf%atd countered -

with leather uniforﬁs beaause they were lighter than ttnventlanal suits and made tack-

llng more dlffltult. Yale used verbal Signals to tall its plays. Amos Stagg invented the

“
¥

,'easy tutrltulums, 5pat1&l -
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tazklihgdurm{and lights for night pracfice; and Ohio’ State practiced in th’ ‘spring as

well as fall. Walter Camp devlsed the. tr: 'ining table, which further 2volved at Gth State

(1892) 4din a players reglmen that went like thlsi

Every fellow arises at 7 o'clock and bfeakfasts at tralnlng table at the "dorm".

rare beefstéak poached eggs fried potatoes and dry bread. The foremoon hours are
.devoted to Study and recitation and at moon an hour is spent at rehearslng 51gnals
‘and lndLVldualﬁpractlce, after which comes dinner on.rare roast beef and other ‘sub- -
-stantials. At 4 o'clock the men practlce team work with the second University eleven.
- until dark, when they take a run of seven mlles, agd then rub down eat supper and . °
".go. to bed... i - o o A

T?Surely Ehe fcatball player was ‘becoming divorced frcm th Edﬂ, tional purpase of the ggl—  ;
1ege. Football demanded too much Df his time. And it was just such an xtravaganﬂg as i

Harvard s ?Segamé ‘schedule in 1882 that lite flres under many heresté;fara camplacent S
Eacultles. Faculty 1nlt1at1ve turned Harvard athletics- over to a facultysstudentsaluan \vgf'

board Zf contzol Gornell did likewise .in 1889, and Ohio State facu@ty took the re1ns y e

in 1910, as did’ the other faculties, of ‘schoogs, in the Ohio Conference. The Chlcago facul—.ﬁ_,;.
> o

=

ty exerted firm contrpi from the beglnnlng, mlnlmlging alumni enargles from the start

(1234671316) f ?} o ST S s

f athlet;c contfol Ehe alumni cantlnuei to hav& a pr@found 1nfluence on deP ; &
. ¥

f‘jking prpcesses. The cb53551ve need for v;ctury led to an DbSeSSLVE need for 1n=
. B T

. ; . - N - . fe
novatlanr_and innﬂvatlon‘led to spec ,”ll ed Drganlzatlan. The care, feedlng, and train-

, 1ng of fcotball heroes, and- the. antlnﬁaus develapmeut of phy51qal facilities and admin-

‘lstrétlve advances cost money. R f“ . : %

- ¢ . The cost’'of fleldlng a thfee=plataan-foatball team in 1960 was as hlgh as $760,000.
"Foétball scholarsh 'ps for 108 players at Ohlo Stata amaunted to- 5111, OOO Indlan 's new .
- 48 OOOeseat stadium cgst 86, BDOO 000. In 1961 Illlng;s spent 584 000" t@ oparate and ;éﬂ .
._malntaln 1ts stadlum. Dklahsma s rec ruitlng System néeded 514 OBO Twenty—fqur thouSand

gdollars was 5pent at*West Polnt for unlfarmg 4nd equlpment eMot,D n-picture expEnses were;
,%2@ 600 at Ohio State. Team travel at most schoolé averaged abcut 525, 000. Another $l0@

;000 can be added for miscellaneous suppl;es andgﬁalaf es. Caaches salarles go toward

'$9© 000. All thesg,espenses have, of . ccurge véstly ;22reased in 1981, and it is signifi-
cant Ehat even at some of the most hlghly opganized and. successful schools, football E

_losea money. Amidst the dcubt abaut th% rélevancy of callege foatball to hlgher ‘education,

self- Sufflclengzsalh{%, coupled with the seemlngly CD;ntlESS ccmproﬂlges fmctball lmp

on aducatianal values, leads one to thlnk that thg whole deal 13 more trouble than 1t s _

i




worth, . Same yaars back, Holy Cross thought s
“ago’ Chlc,g drappad football altEgEEhEI fi@)
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