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A study of the status of Native American woamen ia
bhigher education obtained questionnaires from 61 uandergraduate women
at 4 colleges and 9 women with advanced degrees, interviewed 6 women
in or about to enter graduate programs, and reviewed previsus
Tesearch and available statistical data. Resulis indiczted that:
relatively fewv Native American women have .participated in higher
education; they tended to major in education or sociali service fields
and intended to work after graduation; they were given as much or
more family encourageament to enter college as their male reiatives:
Indian men and women have had similar problems in getting a college
degree;: undergraduates perceived discrimination against them as aore
racist than sexist; and the greatest pressures on Indian womenl may
have been those associated with traditional Indian values toward home
and fasmily. Recoamended research topics were aspiration to college of
sale and fecale Native American high school students, pareatal
attitudes and encouragement, and the role of personality differences
in ccllege success or failure. Appendices include statistical data,
questionnaires, and tabulated responses on birthpiace, age, tribe and
degree of Indian blood, pre-college schooling, college class and
major, career and degree objectives, race and sex discrimination, and
fasily backgrcund and attitudes. (MH)
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TwZ STATUS COF NATIVE ARERICAN JOMEN IN HIGHER £DUZATICN
By
Clara Zuge Kidwsll
INTRZCUCTICY
"he tracditisnal storeotyce of the nNative American woman is t5at of
the fal stuaw, trudoing along ten naces behind her man. The ossence AF Snis
steresivee was exgressed by Josech Gilfillan, a Christian missinnary In

Yinnesacta,

in 1501, Gilfillan described the tall, graceful Ciitwe

male, bounding graccfully t-rouch the forest unburdened except for his tou

-
7

anc arrow, urile behind hirm plocdac the stoday, rotund Ojibwe fermale, bearinn

an en2r»cus burden

ness of the femal:
tremendous burdens
been souashed cdown

this stereotyce is

whosa lasciviousnass was o

America,

that of

her back,.

the fact t-at qensrations of 0jibue wormen had borna

their backs, anz in some evalutionmary sense they had

1

tham, The orocosite, and much less common, extrer~ of

the exctic Indian maiden, large of eye and breast,

source of cocmment by many early travelars in orth

“ayna Greesn and Shirley Hill Uitt have both commented upon the

existznce of this stereotype,

Certainly in the historic past Native American women have nlayed far

“ifferent roles than those dictat:d by stereotvpes. UWomen who are prescntly

invalved in higher educaticn can loock to historical models of Indian women as

students and as educators.

Susette LaFleshe, an (maha, was educated at the

£lizabeth Institute for Young Ladies in Elizabeth, “ow Jersey from 1772 to

1275 after at*~nding a Christian mjs<ion school on “he Cmaha reservation.

GiIlf.llan attributecd the rotundity and stodgi-

-t
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nrafersnca in niring, 3ne 2lsc had to Zefy tRe Indian aacnt's rofus ) to
2..2y BeT D laave ihe rasorvatizn Yo take an exa~inaticn fat 2 teaceian
cartificata, Sh» uas fimally aiven 3 fositicn at the anency dov achasl (a-
330 ceor month. ralf the salary naid to non=InZian “eachers at fhe ﬁcﬁdjl).?
s~e finally nairme¢ rexnowun by touring tne Cast Coast snsaking out aninst sne

Fomme - -~ F c N N o N
force? romoval oF the Conca Indians from their reservation in Nebraska ‘o
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Cklahemas  She was gerersally knoun Sy the Enniish translation of her

s2rak Uinne~ucca, cauchier of the famcus Saicte leader in t.ovada,
atlickez a school for Indian childron at vancouver darracks, Uachinoton

territery, in 1377,  Ufeittgr she puer had any formal coducatiom is net clear

g IS P . . - - ’ v N S
sucan Laflache, tho siztsr of Jusette, want to Hamston Inatitute in

cduats in 1995, Zhe yas adnitted ‘o tho Uoren's Yedical

“enncylvania, from which she araduated ir 1799 3% the head of
ner €iass, thus secoming the first A-ccican Indian wurnman rhysician,

Tho contemasracy steroobtyre of Yhe Indian woman iz nonerally that o

stricken hag, woon out with coh

Lo roynthy

[N
cr
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L2 her man,  Thore are gzre o uafortunate alemants of tru*h in tnis
/3%e INGIans have the ninkest ratec of natural inzreass of any of the pop-
ulation subnrouns in the United States——thren norccent por y*2Te The birth

e Im 1077 was 15T pirths ger 1,000 Indian woren anes 15=44 (For nonyhites
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irccra, e cf srrcial Zonzerms inm othe Do oarimant of Health, Taucaticon
znd Jelface rooorieoc in 1G8TL fhot "Tho irmcome level of Arzrecor Iniians noticne
\ - - . 5 . . s s
:llvy wn2tners Tor ~ec3cns or Tarnilics, males or famales, is sinnifizantlv lower
; .
- - - b - f 7 — N : o . M N M
than tmat of any ztcun in the cooslation, The nedian Income of Indian
- Yol hg g £ Al e -~ - R R I B - ;
ucTen 1s 37,07, That of zll LeS, wermin is 12,504, 3t ef all a3 min isg
st 1., )
vlglite
< s - ~ N - - ? - ~ ’ . ~ P A
17 L= statistics s2em to surpoct the sterzoblype, they carbtainly do

e thiz study, Native Amarican wvomen in hicher =ducaticn, conctitutes
a very small oot vory sianificant oercentage of tiwe total tative American
foralo reorulatien In tne courtrye  In 1877, aczoroing to o tne Ul3S, Lnsus

Sureaw, 23,032 vlative Amerizan wanen hao conploted soeme college {11,1 pore

cant of tha fotal “ative A-erican female populaticn),”  Only &, %01 nad complo=
t2t foor wears 2o mern of college (2.7 cercont of 4ne total Native Amorican

IS

zzulaticn)s  Zurrent encoliments ware not o indicatnd for womtn.

Faor Ircian ren, .5 rercent of the tatal male souelatleon had normploted “our
) . 11 . _ . .
y2acs 2fF csilens or maore, Indiarn worsn yhc kzve corpleted four yoars of
czilane tnuc constituted acoraxinatoly 7% rsercont of <o total voiiue
ararizar cegpulatier in 1372,
I¢ t=~2 subjec rnoculatiorn available for this study is smali, it is alsoe

i¥fus»e Aczrrdina "o %uraau of Indian Affairs estimates recciveag f-or the

on nof Ev:lusticn,

[y

C€fica +f the Imdtian Cducation Rosonurcrs Center, Divis

aseatch, o3 Drvrnlenment, lureau of Indian Affairs in Albugueriue, MNew Fexlice,

et

anprec<itatery 14,700 American Indian colleqe students received scholarships

anc attonded Aoarly 200 institutions of higher idarning throughnout the conti-

nantal Lniter Statec durina the 1374-=75 secademic year, Th2 Bureau rees not
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«zgr stagific tocsods oo osex, ant 1t ic oifficult tooascortain nng tamy o The
InZian stucents whe fave tosn sr oacte currontly seoccoried Sy tno Sorcas ar. -ale
and ~cow ~many 2rte female, The ~ost gurrent statictizs available on wotal
enrclirment in the Zur2au's righer 2Cucation srocram are whose fror ficesl
12
=Aa- joled - )] € T o nns = 3 ¢
y2ar 17324 They shcw a tcial of 12,508 stucents receiving aid, A Gurvsy

-~

acoro«imately 13,080 students enrolled in ccllege under the Surcau's hicrer

zcucation cronran during b
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£f the respondants, ©2

1z
sercent wace ferale, 3ecause of the nature of the survey, it required
voluntary garticication 5y students (questionnaires wers mailed out and stu-
dents were recuested to mail them back), Cne coulc conclucde from tho resoconse

t235 that eitrner th

44

2f women students than men students, or that Indian women studenis are more

consciznticus than men in filling ov: and returning cuestionnaires,

-t

n tha informatlion on hizher acucation that 1 was able te obtain from
wha2 Quraacts Division of Zvaluatiorn, Tesecarch angd Jevelerment, onily one brief
rerert shoues f3ta by sox,  That recort will he montioned later in Lhe taner.
Tha ata av:ilable concerning total nimbers of Indian students are

~o~fusint,  Th: Zureau of Indian Affairs rencrted a total of 12,755 stuogents
unTer 1ts soonsarshic in fiscal year 1974, Of <nat aumber, 13,374 wore under-
“raduatas agned D12 were Aaranduate stodents,  For the fall, 1574 academic term,
Fi7hts of the Jenartment of Health, Cducation ard Urlfare
reoontred g fotal of 72,797 Indion studenis, cf uhom 14,544 were fromale ang
1599717 wers male, A total f 7,45% araduate students uvere reported, of uhem

. 14 .
1,15 were fomale and 1, /4 were male, Tho 1970 Cencus showed only 14,171

re wns a slightliy higher nercentage (52 percent to 4F rcercent



=f data. Cnz czannct necessarily assore that all siudenits are icentifying

\ : - ;
tnzms=lvas 3s cthers woulo identifyv tnem,  Tha magnituwde of the nerbers
Sy e T - - ~ I

tezorted as fulle=time Incdian undergracuate stwudents raises some susoiclions
Ac %~ T oatent of Inglon Igontlitv of nen irddenis, IV the 137 Tenzusg

certtted only 14,171 hative Americzan students on 2 basis aof self-identification,

T
%]
Q

ermo unlikoly that that total wculd have incressed by a factor of almost

In an attemzt to compile current data cn Rative American stucents
surzorted By the Bureau of Indian Affairs, regional offices of the Bureau
wers written for information ccrcecning the current numbers of collean
s*_donts that thev listed. The resoonse wes limited, 0Of the eleven offices

contactecd, six resconded., The Anchorage office reported 417 femalec and 367 males

for the 1376=77 szhoel year; Aberdeen had 265 females arnd 456 males but pointed
cut trat it g not k2ep records on all students in the Abercdeen areaj Sacra-

=onto ceportas 2535 fermales ana 3S4 nales for the 1375-76 school year; the
"uskoc :e area cffice hd8d no statistics butl recalled that at some time in the
sast acproxirmately Palf of their schelarship holders were female and that they
were funding acproximately 2,500 students this year; the 8illings office had no
statistics at the area office level but sent a list of agencies to contact; ancg
the "inneapolis office sent a form letter thanking me fcr my interest in the
Sureau's hinher educa*tion prongram and including a list of agencies to contact

for scholarshiz arplication forms and information. Time did not permit a .

ERIC oy
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tics wcre foothconming

central office in Lashington, D.C, or it
ey Youxlco, I am forcec tc concluze that

in one clace

compilad

ucrmen are currently supdorte! by

* would show heow many Indian

the agencie: - lose addrecces
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from the Zurcau's
in Albunuerigue,
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AESEARCH CE23ECTIVES AND METHCDS

This caser will attempt L0 describ

1]

Rtaiaia
W e

Jho

zollszes and urivarsities, and graZuat=z

"

faciley membars.  Any conclusions about

(34

2 % Intergcclat=ad from fiqures ceoverin

statzmants can b2 mnaze, Thus thare Is

toc o2 studiel,

2TIuz

undertakon tc

on
tivz iInfsomasion on ths hasis of
gill emoriz will be 3 gorafilo of
cf r~orscnal cercaptizns that

o

Goyicy of Litnratura

In 3 rovicwy of tha literatur2 on

e

2

draw c=rtain conclurions about

auestiannaires and porsaonal

oradaminant characteristics

Mative American wonmen in hish-er

i\ative Amnorican

a group of pesple==Native Amcrilican

arc zutrantly inve.vad ir higher education (junior colleges, four=year

crograms) either as students or as

curront e2arollment statistics would navs

the 1974 fiscal yeoar, and no “definitive

limitaticn on a quantitative descrooa-

the aqroup based

intzroratations of past information and to qather descriptive and qualita-

Uhat

interviows,
and a ccncensus

cduzatiocrn havre

students in highzr

atyzatlion, information on women must b extracted from general studies, and

nurcas identifiag

“nose studies hava vory littla, if any, se<=gpecifin data,

nf

3+
Moot

ressarch resorts prepared by various government
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agencies (often by contract with private research firms) or of theses and
dissertations written by graduate students in colleges of education. Many
of these reports and theses are available only .through Dissertation Abstracts,
interliorary loan, or the Education Resources Inforration Clearinghouse.

Some .interesting conclusions can be drawn from the lfterature that
has been reviewed to date. Three studies of high school students can be used
as some indication of the pool of students available for college work. In
on2 study of Indian'students, a sémp]e of 345 students were identified from
Bureau, public, and private schools in the Southwest. Those students repre-
sented all Indian students enroll;d in the eighth grade in the fall of 1962.
0f those, 182 were male and 163 were female. Over a four-year period the
dropout rate was practically the same for males and females--38.66 and 33.73
respec:ti'./ely.]6 This would indicate that Indian women in high schoo!l are
probably as likely candidates for college as men. A study of 135 urban Indian
teenagers in Minneapolis, Minnesota in 1968 revealed that 95 were interested
in attending college, while 40 were not. Of the number aspiring to college,
52.% percent were females and 47.4 percent were males.1

In a study by Larson an attempt was made to test the effects of income
level on aspiration to college and on educaticnal behavior of all students in
four rural high schools in Montana with significant Indian populations. The
study indicated that there was littie correlat;on between income level and
educational behavior or aspiration of Indian and non-Indian students. “hat
correlation there was was suégestive rather tham definitive. Larson concluded
that cultural fa:*ors might have to be considered to account for differences
in responses between Indian students and non-lIndian students. For example,

there were some significant differences in percentages of indian students who

-~
A
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~aspired to college and non-tndian students who aspired to college even within

the same income level (48 percent and 61 percent respectively).]8 Larson's

data are nct broken down by sex, unfortunately.

The Kennedy Subcommittee of the U.S. Senate Committee on Labor and Public
Welfare, in its investigation of Indian education in 1969, reported that a
study of Incian students in Bureau schools showed that 3/4 of them wanted to
gc on to college, that three percent desired graduate studies at the master's

or doctoral levels, and that-less than 18 percent wanted their =ducation to

9

end after high school.l
Once the college-aspiring Indian student, whether male or female,

gets to college other interesting.patterns seem‘to emerge. One fact pointed

out by the Office of Special Concerns report is that although more Indian

students are graduating from high school in recent years, not as many are

completing college as might be expected.
A comparison of 1960 and 1970 data (table E-1) shows that the marked
increase in Indian high school graduates is not reflected in data on
those completing college. While the percentage of persons completing
high school (and thus available for college) has increased more than 10~
since 1960, the percentage completing college has increased by slightly
more than 1%.... Only 1.5% of rural Indians ... have completed coi-
lege, the lowest proportion of college educated of any population group.
Urban women are three times more likely to have obtained a college
education than rural women (3.8% to 1.2% respectively), but the urban
rate is less than28ne-ha|f of the national percentage of women who are
college educated.

The Bureau of Indian Affairs Higher Education Newsletter indicates that approxi-

mately 60 percent of Indian youth were completing high school in 1970 compared

to 40 percent ten years before. About 70 percent of Indian high school gradu-

ates went on to sorme type of post-secondary fraining. Twenty-five percent
21

of those entered college.

The Bureau of Indian Affairs served approximately l3,0004$tudents in
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9
its higher education program during the 1972-73 acaderic vear, and the evalu-
ation of randomly selected students carried out by the Bureau's Division of
Evaiuation, Research, and Developmert has already been rentioned. 1in that
evaluation, 77 percent of those surveyed were in the 18-25 year-old-age
range, although 33 percent of that nurber were in the 21-25 year-old age
range.22 Blood quanta reported were: 1/L4, 18 percent; 1/2, 23 percent; 3/4,
12 percent, and L4/L, 57 pe?tent. Sixty-nine percen: said that their first
language was English, and 84 percent said that they had attendea other than a
BIA high school. Seventy-seven percent said their parents were the prire
motivation for their being in college. Only wight pe;cent of their fathers
were college graduates, and only six percent of their mothers were colleqe
graduates. Only 235 percent of their fathers had completed high school, while

23

LS percent of their mothers had done so. The largest single group majoring
in one subject was 22 percent, in education. ZfZleven percent were in social
work; six percent were in medicine, mostly nursing; and 61 percent were in
other fields.zl+

The emphasis on education as a major field of study seems to $pold good
through college for many students. The largest number of graduates sponsored
by the BIA in fiscal year 1975 was in education {335), while Health fields
(198) and Sociolegy (165) accounted for a' total of 353 graduatos.25 A study
by Haﬁck of graduates of Black Hills State College shows that of 30 Native
Américan graduates of the College between 1948 and 1970, all indicated some
field of education as a major.26 Of those graduates, 24 were males and 5ix
were females. Woods and Harkins, in their Minneapolis study of Indian teen-
acers, however, indicate that less than one-fourth of the students considered

27

as being college aseiring were interested in becoming teachers.

—
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The vocaticnal preferences discovered by Abranams, in a study conducted
by administering the Kuder Preference Reccrd--Vocational Form-C to all In-
cian freshren anc sophomore <tud 'ts at Arizona State University, were pri-
marily in artistic and clerical f --ids. me®'s interests ranged from out-
doors as lowest to scientific as next to highest and artistic as highest.
For women, interests ranged from - nanical “as lowest to artistic as next-

. iy . 28 . -
toshighest and clerical as highest. The interests seem to follow traditional
patterns of sexual stereotyping. Tk~ high interest in artistic areas among

both men and wormen might be a cultural factor, but if one speculates on cul-

tural facters, the low level of interest;in outdoors seems inconsistent with

" traditional cultural patteéfns.

In terms of academic achieverent, there are at least two studie§
that have,atteﬁpfed to‘identify.factors leading to Indian students' success
in college. 1In a study of students who were enrolled in 43 colleges in the
Souttwest from 1958 through the first semester of the 1961-62 academic year,
~esearchers found that

Only 26 out of the 402 Indians in schooi, for whom grade point aver-
ages were available, had a grade aversge of 2.75 or higher.

Twelve of those 26 students were from southwestern tribes.

Thirty-five per cent of the Indians in school had less than a ''C"
average (2.00). )

On standardi®ed tests the Indians scored lower than the national norms
in all areas on all tests, except cn the numerical, abstract reasoning,
clerical and spelling sub-test#é of the Differential Aptitude Test.
fconoric ‘and social variables were not related to grade,9

Cultural and academic wvariables were related to grndes.“.

This represents only a partial statement of the findings, but it may serve

to represent some profile of the students studied. |In terms of success rate,

o IS

the re<earchers corcluded:

There seems to be a definite, but nct striking, tendenzv for students
who come from homes where English is never spoken to do better in college
than the students from the other categories.

[,

!
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Forty-one percent of the students from homes where English is not
spoken received a grade point average of 2.0 or better. Thirty-two
percent, 31 percent, and 35 per cent respectively of students from homes

where English is spoken “some,“33usually,“ and "'always'' received a grade
point average of 2.0 or better.

This study raises some interesting comparisons with the Bureau survey of
b
students in higher education, where 69 percent of the students reported

English as their first language. The Southwestern study did not report on

dropout rates in the report puBiished in the Journal of American Indian Edu-

cation, although that article was a summary of the longer report and does
rot reflect all the findings. The question of bilingualism and success in
education at the college level for Native Americans still seems to bear con-
siderabie investigation.

In a study of 63 Indian students randémly selected at New Mexico
State University from the enrollmept of Indian students during the period
beginning with the fall quarter 1967 and ending with the spring semester
1971, ''persisters and non-persisfers“ were identified on the ba;is of
statistics on dropouts. The conclusion reached by the in%Fstfgators was that

"The three most important factors for classifying persistihg and non-persisting

\ ~

Indian students at New Mexico State University were: ccullege grade point average,

w3l

sex, and rank in high school, in that order. In.relation to sex, it was

noted tﬁat “"among the persisters, 41% were fema e, but only~23.5Z of the non-

132 Thus sex seems to have some relationship in at

persiéters were female.
least one case with persistence in college. .

Statistics fureished by. the Bureau of Indian Affairs Division of
Evaluation, Research and Development showed that of a sample of Indian sqﬁdents

at Arizona State University in Tempe during the 1973-74 academic year, female

students in each class (Freshman, Sophomore, Junior, and Senior) had consistently

,.b L e ,
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higher overall grade point averages than male students except for sophomore
female students, whose grade point average was 1.95 compared with the males'

33

2.12 grade point average. The size of the sample was not indicated, and so
the generalizability of this data is highly uncertain.
A research study conducted by Norris at the University of New Mexico
in 1970 showed incidentally that in the fall quarter of 1970, women had sig-
nificantly higher grade point averages than men, a mean of 2.10 for women,
1.75 for men). However, over the year there was a higher dropout rate for
women students than for men (20.63 percent for women and 16.01 percent for men).
The sample consisted of 63 women and 87 men.3h
Given the varying and %ncidental nature of most of the statistics
avéilable on Indian women students, it would be impossible to draw any
specific conclusions concerning their numbers or their academic achievements.
There sec . to be a general trend for women to have somewhat higher grade
point averages than men students, but no definitive statements can be made.
In terms of numbers, Fuchs and Havighurst estimate that ''The ratio
 of men to women among post-secondary students is approximately 55 to hS.”35
Post-secondary educ§t}on refers to vocational as well as academic education.
If the ratios of men to women indicated by the Office of Civil Rights data
(not t- assume the validity of the absolute numbers involved) hold true,
Native American men_dvou¥number Native American women in higher education,
but this conclqsion can only be based'on inference. |If any assessment is
to be made -of hfgher.education for Native American students ggnerally,
not jq$t womeﬁ, there will be a.need fér a major evaluation of.rgcord

keeping and §ou[£es of statistics so that tne numbers of those students can

be accurately -determined.

[ -
.
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Women in Graduate Programs

In seeking to identify Native American women in higher educativ=, |
have contacted a number of scholarship organizations and professional pro-
grams. From those contacts | have compiled the following information.

In the Native American graduate fellowship program funded by the
Ford Foundation, forty-seven women have been awarded fellowships since 1970.
0f that number, twelve withdrew before completing a degree, five have com-
pleted degrees, eleven are currently enrolled in graduate programs, and the
status of seven is uncertain. The object of the program is to train Native
Americans for college teaching programs, and student; are expected to enter
a Ph.D. program. The field of study most often selected by the female re-
cipients of the Ford Fellowships was some area of education. Seven women
entered that field, three went into guidance anc counseling, faur entered
psychology; three, history; two, sociology or social work; three, anthropology;
and two, linguistics. Other fields represented were public health, history of
education, genetics, architecture, literature, and music.

In the special program for Indian law students administered through
the Center for Indian Law at the University of New Mexico, there are a total
of 38 women and 97 men in law schools throughout the country. Of the first
year students, 17 are women; of second year studgnts 12 are women, and of
third year students nine are women. i

In the Harvard Graduate School of Education's pregram for Native
Americans in educatipnal administra;ion, tes men and ten women were enrolled
during the 1974-75 academicf§ear. of thoée, five women and two men were con-
tinuing Ed.D. candfdates.

In the Master's degree program in Public Health for Native Americans,

1
-
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there are se'en women in the entering class at the University of Califorria
at Berkeley this fall. There are four women in the second year class. There
is one woman entering the program this fall at the University of Minnesota.
In terms of past graduates, one woman graduated from the program in 1972,
three graduated in 1973, four graduated in 1974, and four graduated in 1975.
American Indian Scholarships, Inc., in Taos, New Mexico, supported

106 women and 155 men in higher education during the 1975-76 academic year.
This organization has taken the primary responsibility for administering

HEW and BIA funded graduate educational programs. Among the women, the Hajor
most often chosen (by 48) was in some field of education. Guidance and counseling
was chosen by 14, and 10 were in social work. Sixty-three were attending
colleges that would appear to be geographically near their place of permanent
residence, i.e., Sioux women were likely to attend schools in the Dakotas.
Several choices by women who seemed to leave their geographical home area
appear to have been made on the basis of the existence of i{ndian oriented
higher education programs, i.e., the University of Arizona for education
majors. These conclusions are based on a quick analysis of tke list supplied
by the American Indian Scholarships, Inc. office. | relied on names as an
"indication of sex (which is not an entirely foolproof method of determination).
As rough as the data are, however, they seem to support a general pattern of
indian women entering some field of education or social service and attending
a public college or university fairly close to home.

In seeking to determine how mény women were involved in higher edu-

cation as faculty members, | consulted tte survey of American lndiaﬁ Studies
programs conducted by Patricia Locke for the Western Interstate Commission

on Higher Education in 1974. Fifty-nine women appeared to be in faculty
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positions.e Ten of the women I have identified as faculiy appear to be in-
structors in lan_w_e pdrosranse Thirty-one wonen were listed as counselors

35

or directors of prosrams withouat faculiy status,

Results of the Siudent and Faculty Survey

In designing a research plan to discover ‘he status of llative American
women in higher education, I have attempted, within the limits already discussed,
(Lack of sex=specific data, time period of the data available on Indian students,
and widespread disiridbution of the sroup to be studied) to seek out a repre-
sentative sample of lative Ancrican womer who are college students or faculty
nexders in colleges or universities. 1In dealing with any study of a female
population in a minority ethnic group, one must deter:ine to what extent
the question to be addressed is racial icentity or female identity, or what
combiration of the iwo create an identity., 1In desioming questionnaires to
distributed to llative American women in high2r cducation, I was primarily
interested in identifying certain‘Objectivc cata wirich I thousnt would b

ecially relevant to the role of lative American women in their own com~

es

0w

zunities and fanilies. Questionnaires were sent to iaskell Indian Junior Col-
lese, lawrence, Fansas, and Anerican Indian or lNative American Studiec pro-
grams at the University of Cklahoma, Norman, Cklzhora, the University of lontana
at HMissoula, lontcna, and were distributed at the University of Californmia at
Berkeley. Indian Studies progcrams were used as a means of disiribution be-
cause these prosrams ceonerally maintain lists of liative American stuﬁcnts
even thoush not all Indian students major in thosc prosrans. A total of
sixty-cn2 guestionnaires were returned. Cf those 30 were received from Haskell
dian Junior Collere, 14 from the Universi ty of Iontana, five from the Uni-

versity of California, and 12 from the Universiiy; of Cklahoma.



16

A summary of responses from the student questionnaires is included in appendix
eight.

The first page of the questionnaire was intended to elicit descriptive
data. Questions were asked about place of birth, age, place of grade and
high school attendanc.:, tribe, degree of Indian blood, class, majcr, career
objectives, and degree objectives. In relation to family background, questions
vere asked about numbers of brothers and sisters in the family, educétional
achievement of parents, and numbers of brothers and sisters in college. The
women in the survey were asked a series of questions related to thesir inten-
tions for their future education--whether they intended to complete degrees,
to go on to graduate school, and to work after they graduated.

In identifying motivational and attitudinal factors, | was hoping to
find the relative weight of family (or cultural) background and general soci-
etal values attached to education, i.e., economic benefits. | sought to
identify the specifically feminine concerns of wonen students by asking them
. whether they had received less, equal, or more encouragement than their male
relatives to go to college, whether they had ever been discouraged from going
to college because they were female, and whether they had been told it was not
"“The Indian Way' for a woman to go to college. A gquestion was also asked about
whether the respondent felt she had been discriminated against in her college
career and if so, whether it was because she was a woman or an Indian.

The questionnaire was designed to provide informaticn for a quantita-
tive description of a random sample of Native American women students and to
gather opinions from the womeir concerning their status as Native American women
in higher education.

The sample can be considered representative in terms of geographical area.

Fifteen women were fror northern Plains tribes, sixteen from Southern

> e
g
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Plains tribes, sin from southwest tribes, one froa California-iiovaia tribes,
two fro& liew Yor: tribes, five from Northwest Woodlands tribves, and five
from the Five Civilized Tribes. Thirty-four were from urban areas and 27
frozn small rural or reservation communities. This determination was made
rrirarily on th~ basis of responses {o questions about current home address
and/or high school attended,

In terss of age, 12 of the womuen were tetiween 18 and 20, ten were 21
or 22, 15 were 27 to 25, nine were 26 to 30, only one was in the age range
31-35, five were between 36 and 40, and two were &2. However, in teras of col-
lege class, 37 wonen were either freshmen or cophomores, while only eight
were juniors or seniors, and threce were graduate students. Eleven students
did not respond to the question, indicating perhaps uncertainty as to their
status or to the terminologye. The age ranpe indicates that many women were
older than would o2 expected if they had entered collere immediately after
complating hish school in 12 years. If 39 were freshmen or sophomores while
only 19 were between the ages of 18 and 20, then 20 must have been older than
20, The general pattern ceems to emerge that Native American wemen are either
nrnduétin; froa hish school at later ares ithan people who po through the edu-
cational sysiem in 12 years, or that they are not cnterinz college directly
fro— hi~h school,

The catesories for reporting desree of Indian blood were arbitrarily
chosen in order to avoid having to deal with odd fractions such as 31/32 or
15/64. These fractions were rounded to the closest quarter. Of the wemen in
the survey, 52 reporied being 4 degree of Indian Ylood or more. Colleg
nopulations have often been reported as having large percentages of quarter

5loods. AY leant one study assuncs a correlation between desree of Indian
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olood and degree of assiwmilation ‘¢ wnite values and altitudes. The author
cf that study usos that assunption as a hasis fer secking a corrolation goe
tw2en assimilaticn and positive attitudes towarc collene educatione He obtates

that "The typical Indian student at South Dakcta State University is anoe

guarter Indian , whereas the typical nonparticipant is threc-—quariers Indiun."37
In a recent study of 66 Indian studemts in college in Oklahoma, 29 were full-
bloods, 18 were 1/2, and 13 ware 1/4.‘58 The group of women in this study

has a lawer percentage (3.8;TCent) of juarter 5Sloods than serms typical cf
mary ~F the other studies reviewed., Ao attempt has been made in this study

tc correlate any factors of achiocvement or motivation to blood-quantum.

The educational background of the students scems very heavily oriented
toward public schools. Only 15 women, for instance, reported qoinn “o a BIA
or parochial high schoole The majority of students werz working cither toward
Rssociat= of Arts degrees (11, this number came fron the grous at Haskell
Indian Junicr Colleg2) or Bachelor's deqrees (39). Although cnly three
resortec being araduate stuzents, 13 reportad working toward an advanced

Jegren.  Titht did nmet respend to the guesticn, indicating perhaps uncerctainty

as %o dastr22 objective or lack of understanding of the let‘er abreviations used

ot
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denreas, That there was some confusion wac obvious from
sevaral cuestionnaires in which ~tudents indicated that they were working
toward an acvance” or agraduate dagree when they indicated later on in the
nuestionnaire that they did not intend o 5o i graduate school or when thei:
careat oSj2ctive or Tajor mad2 it cbvious that they were in a two-year vo-
~a%innal groarame  Those oasponsz. were discarded from the total count for

aach Zenrea and wate lumpaed with the szoveral "No esponse™ ccounts. The large
1 M
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vachelsr's dogres, and 28 indicated that they intended to go to araduat: school,
J2wrver, amother 22 indicated that they wers uncertain whether thoy would an
t2 gracuate ccheol or nots Only seven Jefinitely indicatod that they did not
intznd to go “c nraduate schecol, anu unly fois made no responsc. Tt wnuld
thus seem that there is a strena intecest, motivation, and/or cowmitment to
sursuw an afvanced degrae amonc the wsnen in Yais study,

In %erms of family backircund, the cuesiinn concernine number of Hroe
"heraoand sisters in the family was intendr ! to dotormine whether Shrere uas a
3%l for comparison of family attitudes “ocward male and female children in
r2latinn to g collene education. ALl bu* six of the women renorted havin: sro
2T mers brothars, and all but five reported having one or more 5isters,

The wothers of the siudents *ended to have higher educzatinnal lovole than

wnnit fathars, Only 15 of tne fathers had completed 11 on 12 yoars of edu-
caticn, while 24 of the mothers nad completed 11 or 12 years. Nine of the

moiners ~at ssme colleq?, while pinht of the fathers had sc~n college work.
“leven students either indizated that they did not know their fathes's rducational
leunl or ~2de no rosponse, whila only soven students did rot know or Ji: not
tosptnd to the questioi concerning their mothers. An interestins correlation
acpeared betucen that group of students identifi=d as coming from rural or

rasazrvaticn backgrounds and thosn coming from urban bac’ greunds. Of the rural

o
or Tesarvation students, 12 reported that their mothers had completed more years
2% sohscl than their fathetss For urban students, only five reported this

sizuation,
drathers in college were teoorted by 27 students, and 22 resnried
raving ane oo omof2 sisters in zollzse (the total number of brothers reporesd,

11, w33 nrratcr than the total nunber of sisters, 24).

.
o
-

{



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

20
“he aquostions caling with attitudes and cpinions were orimarily aimed
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~+ tionu that the wonen had ol the responges of others
toward them as Native American women in college. The question that asked

for a ranking of motivation factors revealed that career objectives were
seemin *ly most i-portant, "Desire for a professional career" was ram:ed
first a total of 17 times and cecond 10 times, "ized for future employment™
(which was irterpretel to be an econoxic motivation) was ranzed first 14 times
and second 12 times. The factor ceceiving the lowest overall raniings was
"-ncoura;~ement by tcachers or c;unsolﬁrs" which was ranked first cnly three
ti1:5 and last (rif+h) a total of 12 times (=ore last place rankincs than any
other factor), If one were to rank the rmotivational faclors on an overall
rasis for the %otal population, "Cureer™ would be first, "Znrloyment™ sccond,
"Intarest® third, "lar:ntal Fressura" fourth, and "Encouragezent by teachers
or counsgeleors” last, It must be nointel out that not 31l rospendents ranked

*h

]
e

2z%are {n nur-rinil oricer o if they did, 3id not ranx all five, Some

resrondonts merdly rchen~ivl one or rore items, in which cas» e¢azh checx was

(2]
c*

sunted as a rankirg -+ 7 onc. wong the fastors that were listed ty rocpon-
d-rts under tha mtrer" cale-ory woere such diverse thin 5 as "Jo- unity en-

courig-menti," "I .redom with oresont jct," "self-fullfilment”, M"a=blitiun," and

]

"Nowhers else to 10, The {a~t that direct nrossiur sr oncoura:wmont fron

<

others ran =] Znwest on the scale of motivaticnal factors would ceer to in-
dizate that =—os Nalive Amrrican women are motivated by internalized desirrs

(var.er and intersst) rather ‘han si-nly respondin- ¢: cutside sressur., A
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o questions of ~otivation,
“ut tras stuly reminc o he done,
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toward tne lative Aiorican wordan who choosus a coli: »: educaticsn sae

racisn rather than soxlsa toward those wormen. In ressonse to the questicn
about wha<her wonun felt that they receiv-d les:, cvqual or more encourd -ernent
tran male relatives, only cix regorted recoivinge less encourazeent, Twenty-
gl f2l% that they hid reccived equal wnooura enent, wnile 27 r2lt thit they
hal rec.ived more, aml on2 reported voth ans+:rs. It would Seen that Larents
may o oicre anxious lor the ferale offciring to g£o to colleg: than for their
mai> oflsprins to do 5o, In resyense to the quostion concern.nt wheinr the
rest .nisnt Was evir disnourased from moing Lo ollege L.zaust chio was a
WoTany 14 Wl con reslied Myes™ and Gl oroolizd Mooun atienst was zads o
determing whother Sno Lisz-ura jmeont cane fros Inaian or non-Indian sources,
art 50 th. questi.n £o7losts a sexist crientation rati.r than a racist cne.
Eow vxr, the fa:l lhat "no" rossonmscs woare in s.oh oa zajority indizates that
racist or senist d'as was not rarticularly srovalent i ro_ard 1o dircct ine
flucnce on too Wwoerwn's solection of colle; <dicatiuae A quostiion aizzd at

deternining tho cureny i »f racist bias Ty Isndians ajainet wom:n in colle

a.so rovealed that that bias, = It exist.d a* all, was relativ.ly slihe,

o answir to tno q.usica oo whether they nad ever Yteen 4¢l¢ It o aot the
Indian way for 2 wouzan %to o to collepe, cnly 12 w con said "y os," on2 of ithen
acding a ratner cisiic comnent aboul "buas wiho say they are ~enbers o0 4AIMM
ard she cidn't listen to them anyway. oriy-eisht wotien answered "s0" to the

-

questicrn, That wenen do perceive bias aminst therncelves was indicated by the

quastion asilny wholhes they haa cver feit they hud beun diserininated againz

0’.}
V)
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wemen ¢id net resoand tc the guestion. There is scms suesticn as to whetteer
the wrmen £o10 that “ney were esaected to rospond positively, althoush the
usstion was phrased to indizate that they should ri spond only if they fele
th2y nad teen discriminateZ against in somo uay. They were not asked to
72scriba incidents of discriminatior in any detail, cince those incinonts

are prodably of tco personal or complicated a ma-yure to describe in the ~nne
toxt of the guestionnmaire, It would secem, howevor, that the major swurcs cof
discrimination (and thus potentially a nenative factor in the woman's college
carenr) stemmed from racism rathor than sexism,

Tno nuestion asking whether the women felt in a competitive situation
with the men in their classes did nat indicate any particular trenads, Thw‘
cwostion was based on the assunptica that competitive b;havior is net cone-
sistent with Native American value systoms and that women vho did feol that
they were in ccnpetitive situaticns wulZ probably ferl som= conflict betwren
thair swn valuzs and tho classrcom situaticne The "ves" and "no" resranses
to the gursticn were fairly ecuonly divided (27 and 22 respectively’ and only
Tne woman 212 not resoond,

in roszence to the aquesticn of whather the rascondent feld sivn was

56in5 against her Indian culture Sy ceing ¢o collecs, the cverwhilming roscense
wrs "nae" Fifty=threc cf tho 51 yo-en respendnd nanatively to b ~uestizne

Cnly frouz resoondn? Z2ofinitaly "yas" (fun citinn traditicmal beli fs as a

g }
[}
()

o7 f2r tneir answar), while four fave zualificd respenses ("Semetimn,m

"Zort =f"™ and "3eldom").  Uhon these ansuers wers zoncicerod

in lizht ¢f tha ways in uhich women d2finad in their cwn terrms She role of women
o thelir zwn trital culturec, it was sbvicus that many who dnfinzd tho “ra-

titineal roln 5f wmmen oas cedint wivos and rotherss al-e ol that tany unra
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noct 36int acainst their culture to 52 in c-olleas (17 ~ubl of the 00
To3TIASYS W e T ram o woren ooho Jefine o semont's toles oas relabe ot
name ang Pamily), Thgro 43S wice yaritty in tha reosanses ta v oo jon
askinn wemen to cofine the role of wem-n In thelr zwn cultures.,  Soverasl
women Fall that wney shouly sinnly B aomealure, tun comment.d o th
traditiznal oele of women in matrilineal 5021 ties, and othora cosm ont o
3N e aconomic needs that c:msnllqd winen to take jluc,

In crrasinn zatnars, the yomen in 4tm- e o 73D oum e oatiorn
metor carlics of gaptinn Yo antet corvico related nrooscinns,  Of the careers
inZicat~?, 1. wrzo in cucation, six in noaglthy five in comial ook,
four in counceling, four in lag, and throe in osychelony.  Five wueron from

-

the =13kell nroun wore eatering vocatio ol jobs (dental a:sistpnt, licrnsed

aractizal nursa, and -srinter), Ctheo carsor choitos includsd: untikine with

coTmunity Zovelopmant, wyorkinc with rocrs ational pronroms, interior desicne
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seryico, andt, ~traeishtf ruarcly, "Anythinao that rays,”
TAn studnnt oo "tisnnaire roovides infarmation for a naneralr ~refile
2€ Lmo fative Amerizan veoman a5 A coll-se stadent, She is intorostiod i 0

carazr, crtobably ©oe in a3 social servizo rolated fi-1d, intends tn work after
~raduaticn, i3 snmovhat olcer than th "rtyzicalY colleqe student onterinn

zull-ne irectly out 29 minh senool, iz niven as much or rora oncouransr nt

sy har family o 40 to zollese o cer maln celatives, and if she “orls dine
~riminatinn anainzt harcal®y aterisutos it mors Lo ratism than te sexisn,
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first laniuane, it will be tne lanzuans aluays spakon in the home)

125 for tho cumpl i this study), is more likely to
wnalisn is hor first lancuaae (or if a native lone=

majorina in scre field of ecducation or social service

(sm1iny, a3 conclusion beop out in this study), and uill be somauhat md-e

male nlassmates to sersist and complete her degrea,

sinc tne chiective cf this study was to arrive at a description of

hi o ztatus of Yative American wonen im pjither
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chhng s,

natuTo

wlatica of =h2 study.

ducation, the cata saunht were

Because of limitalicns of time anc resources, much

done in tho way of comoutrr analysis of data was not

ate to correlate variablas (except in “he mast

+

Futurs reeearch will be ~eeded to do thoao

stinns +hat micght have bo:sn asked abou* marital

ildron weore daliberately omitted from the questinnnaire

ra*her than cdirectly related to the dascription

Marital status may bz an irpnrtant factor in

tmooanuzatinnail acrinveTnent of Native American women. In a survey of 65

coll2ne stwuzants in Cxlahoma (a surtvey related to thoir choic. of science or

47 male and 22 vere fomale, TR

~tort cf that survoy
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nales

srences fit naticnmal irend- as a wholeo,
N : armnd a:

a
he 2=
h~ %14 (financial)
to attribute
: nn divere i€, cven thaugh thoy
ial cuccort =crz veenly than <id *he males., The
v L i

2 thair =2rsv.ous drose it from scho 1 4o o "lack
s=an e rarrians o ficancial Hifficulties,
.~ marcind malez clalr finzncial susnnort fron

znz of ifhe marrcied usmen claimod oo .zort from
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her husband. GOf the divorced and separated males, none had carg of

children 1ssu1ng from the previcus marriage All the dlvorccd, and
seoarqgec (and naturally, the widowed) women had caore of the Chll—

dren. R (e 2 .
Given‘the faﬁt thét‘26 of the 61 students in the present_study iden-
tified the roles of women in their ouwn tribal cultures as those 6? wi¥e and
hother, it would seem that many Indian women may feel strong p;essure to get
marriedad r-ise children, Dné uomaa responded - to the question of motivation
by responding "For my daughter.”™ The guestion of what relationship ex;sts
between a Native American yoman's marital status and her educational motivation
and achievemant deserves study iﬁ its' own right,
In seeking to obt@in,informatiop about_Native American faculty members,
I relied on personal ccntacts, I oﬁtainad nine completed questionnaires
(.- of which were not from faculty members but were from women who had com:m\
,,p}etedradvanced deg: 2es, one Master's in Social UWork and one Ph.D. in Foiklgre).
I broadened EPE basa of my survey by including women who were not fac;lty but
who had completed advanced degrees. A number of other people did not respond,
partly, I think, because the questionnaires were distributed in a group settir
without a personal follow-up asking for their completion., In addition, I con-

ducted personal interviews with four women who are either currently in gradu-

ate school or who will be entering during the winter quarter, 7.77.

~
\

These women constitute not so much a randoﬁ sample of Indian women in
higher sducation as they do 2 oroup of unique individuals, If the number of
Indian women in college is small in comparison with the size of the Indian
population generally, the size of the population that pés either completed a
éraduate degree or is presently working on one is even smaller,

Rather than offering these women as representative of Indian women, I

would rather present them as Indiam women who have made unusual achievements,.



2

[@AY

‘. ’

Cf the woren who respondec to the questionnaire, tuc wo-. porn in
Texas, four in (klahoma, one infiew York, one in California, and onz in :
-

South Bakota. Throe are Cherokee, one is- Creex, one is Choctaw, cne is

. Southern Cheyenne, one is Hunkpapa-Sihasapa lakota, one is Seneca, and ‘one

is Czghuillia. Six reborted receiving more encouragement than treir male
relatives to go-to.callege,'one ;eported as much encouragément, andIOne'
-fepprted less encoﬁragement ané in fact was discoufa;ed from going to col-
lege so that a male relative coulld be seﬂt instead. Five hav. received Ph.D.
degrees, fyo have coapleted all work toward a Eth. ex;ept‘the dissertation,
ané'two have master's degrees.‘ Si% currently hold faculty positions in
colleges or universities, one has held college teachihg positions, one is
employed on an Indian related project with a national professional organi-
zation, and one worxks in an urban Indian community based service organiczation.
Four indicated that they felt they had been discriminated against
in their college careers more because they were wosen., One felt the dis-
crimination was based on the fact that she was Indian, Two_félt they had
'experienced discrimination on both counts, and tgo‘ihdicated no éxperienées
of discrimination, In definihé their 6wA-xgle§-as Native American women in
higher educgtion they generally saw thepselves as aidingﬁlndian studénts,
supplying information to Indian comnunities, and prcaénting Indian concerns
to non-Indian communities. One defined part of her role as being a role
modéi of a competent Indian‘woman. Cne indicated ihat she represented the
Indian community to non-Indianc by being thé only Indian woman.that many
people had stated .they knew. Two saw a primary function in offering service
to Indian communities (one of these works in a community based child service

center). All bnut the one saw themselves in one way or anofher relating to
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sonal interviews were cornductead with women who are students

H
o
"w
®
H

in various graduate procrans at: thg University of California, Berkeley,
Stanford University, and Jonzaga University in 3pokxanc, Washington. ‘Cne

is in public health, two in education, one in anthropology, one is juct
“entering a Sraduate programhin anthropology? and -one is a segond year law
student. One is a candidate for a master's degree and four 4re candicdates
for doctoratesf Aﬁ interesting'similarity in their backgrounds ic that all
except tw~ went to é#tholic or protestant grade or ﬁigh schools. The two
excepticns went ‘to public‘school, on2 in a small town in Oklanoxza and one
in Idaho. The one from Idaho also attended a Bureau high school in Santa Fe,
New‘ﬁexico. All but two had encouragement frOm_their families to go to
college, althougﬁ in only one case were the parents collsge-educated. COne
who had no real encouracement from her family had very little contact with
her parents from the age of fourteen. The oliher said her family was basic-~
ally indifferent to her going to college, althoush her mother scemed to
express some resentment foward her education. This woman decided to enter
college only after leaving home and being on her own for several years.
She said that in her family women had received less encouragerent than men
to 5o to college mainly because women were more pressured to marry ahd have
chi.dren. All of these women have either worked in Indian related programs
or intend to pursuc carcers related to Indian comnunities.
One interecsting fact commented on by two of the women was that they
felt they received more encouragement than their male relatives to go to
>

collere because they made better grades in high school than their male

relatives, and paronts encouraged their children more on the basis of
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grades than of sex, Cne has five brothers anc sisters, and two of hLer
brothers have rinizhed college but with some difficuliy. Cne who has
eleven brothers and sisters said that two of her brothers had attempted
college but did not finish, It would seen from tnis limited amount of
information that Indian parents seexz to encourase their children to 5o to
college if they feel ithe children can succeed, and one major indicator of
success is grades,

Two of the wozmen felt that they had bcen discriminated azainst in
their college careers because of their Indianness, primarily. One said that
the state from which she came was very racist and the University that she
attended for her undergraduate degree had graduated only one or two other
Indian students. The tw» who felt discrizination on the basis of Indianness
also said that they had experienced some sexist discrimination., Four women
felt that they had experienced nmore sexist discrinination and had not ex-
verienced racist discrimination. Two of these indicated that they felt that
their Indianness had in fact at times been an asset. Two decided %o seek
higher desrees because they had worked in the field of education and were
dissatisfied with the quality of education being offered to Indian students.
Two were interecsted in the study of Indian cultures and so decided to enter
the field of anthropo. )y, in which they felt an advanced degrec was neces-—
sary for their career objectives. One had worked with an Indian alcoholism
progran and left 1o get a master's degrece in public health to further her
career, »Thc law student said that from ihe tinme she cntered college she
wanted to go to law schgol, and her prirmary motivation for that decision
was'hearing her father and his friends talking about. the need for legal

representation for Indian communities.

e
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slthoush three of the women have children, caly cne is merried at
tne present’time.

One question that was asked on the faculty questionnaire and in
interviews was whether the women had ever teen put dowﬁ by an Indian zan
for beins an educated women. This question was in soxme ways equivalent to
the question on the student questionnaire "Have you ever been told that it
is not the Indian way for a woman to get a college desree?" Tne question
about beins put down has elicited the zmost e-otioral response of any of the
questions asked in ihe interviows., The enction has Jenerally seemed a com-

ina‘io:. of ircny, anusenent, and exasperation. Sonetines this kind of a
put down, if one may use so unscientific a term, is tised upon =he woman's
uwnacceptability for marriaze once she is cducated. In some cases it seems
to te based upon some sense of econonic competition. In the fuculty quest-
iornaires, two women reported that they had not experienced such comnents
from Indian men.

The reascns or comments that women made about the experience are in-
teresting. One woman comnented that she had been put down "only by a few
educated Indian men and one 'activist,'" One wonman commented that professicnal
Indian women seemed to have difficulty with each other in terms of appropri-
ate roles when Indian males were present. One said "Yes, socially-——sometimes
teasing." The general trend of comments would indicate that women would be
more likely to be put down in the presence of Indian men in organization
meetings and outside the context of their own comunities, although one woman
reported the puf down coning from her father and from uneducated Indian nen
whe concidered her somewhat stran~e. The fact that the educated Indian womén

questioned have with three excopticns (onc studant intervieweld reported that

Q )
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she had not had such an exrerience) experienced the "put down" may indicate
both a certain sense of male chauvinism unrelated to Indian cultural values
at all, or a cer:zin persistence of the sense tha woman's place is in the home,
which could »¢ associated with traditional Indian value systems, or a certain
sense of ecoho:ic competition where Indian —en feel that Indian women are
taking jobs that they themselves should be getting. In some ways, the put
down may also be becoming a part of the patterns of male-female interaction
that have traditionally been defined in Indian cultures. The teasing or joking
relationships that still exist in Indian community life as a part of sociali-
zation processes are being extended to take in new situations, and the edu-
cated Indian woman, anomoly though she may seem, is still mcving in an Indian
comrunity, althouch it is often a community of other professional Indian people
interacting on a national level through meetings or conferences., The put down
is sometimes done in that teasing sense that makes it a part of an expected
behavior pattern, This is not to deny the fact that it is also sometime done
in dead seriousness, Whatever its source, the put down seems to be a common
experience of Nitive American women in higher cducation, and a social pressure
they must face.

If the llative American faculty ﬁnd professional women questioned and
the women currently in rraduate school whe were interviewed are highly unusual
in their accomplislunents in relation to most liative American women, they are
also strongly committed to their sense of Native American identity, and they
are conmitted to playing an active role in assisting other Indian women (and
Indian students generally) to get throush college. They are also strongly
cormitted to playing some role that will benefit llative American communities

in the country todaye.
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RZCCMMENDATIONS FOR RESEARCH
There are several reccmmendations for resecarch that can be mads as a
result of this creliminary cdescriptive study. There needs to be rescarch
tha® deals socecifically with the question of asciration %o colleqc of nale

and female Native American high school students. I have not found any major

by

esearch that deals with this topic, although I have nct reviewed all the

iterature cn Ingizn ecducation that might deal with this subject. Studies

p—

shculd be done in nigh schools to determine the perceptions of male and female
Native American students ahout their ability to go on to college and also to
Tind out whelther teachers and counselors have different percepticns of the
atilities of male and female students to succeed in college. A very important
stuzy would be one directed toward parents and their aspirations for their
male and female children, and whether those aspirations are more strong'
influenced by cultural or ecenomic factors, or what proportions of esach.
Parental support and encouragement seem to be the greatest factors
in motivating Indian students to complete high scrool and go to college.
Juestions of motivation need to be explored more fully. In regard to the
guestion in the survey I conducted cof uwhether women have rec®ived more,
egual or less support and encouragement than their male relatives, the women
I interviewed indicated that generally the support seemed to depend more on
graces in high school as an indication of future success in college. The
women generally tended to do better than their male relatives in high school
and thus were considered to be more likely candidates for a college education
than males. Only ore woman indicated that there was a feeling in her family
that immediate entry into the job market after hinh school was a pressure

on males while education was considered more appropriate for females., In
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general, the women interviewed seemed to have aclieved more advanced degrees
and been more successful in completing their undergraduate degrees than their
male relatives. Further research might reveal some differences in parental
attitude toward male and female students as factors in the selection of
college education.

Studies of accul* :1. ion in Indian tribes seem to indicate that women
are less acculturat:d than men and have a more conservative attitude toward
cultural change than men.l‘O For those women involved [n higher education,
then, the values and attitudes that they display should be different than
those of men. At least one research study contradicts this conclusior
Ryan's study of personality factors of Native American students at the _ai-
versity of South Dakota indicates that there were no significant differences
between male and female Native American students on the basis of data gathered
or & personality inventory form administered to sixty-five undergraduate and
graduate students at the University of South Dakota.hi On the other hand,
Ryan found significant differences between Native American and non-Native
American female students on nine of the 22 traits measured by the inventory.
It is not within the scope of this study to discuss the differences in Native
American male and female college students in terms of personality traits
that might contribute to success or failure in college. This area might
be an interesting one to explore. A study of the role of marriage in the
life patterns of male ard female Native American students would probably
be very valuable.

Given the limitations of time and availability of information, the
present study can only represent a very preliminary investigation of the

status of Native American women in higher education. 1t is hoped that
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more time and money can be made available at a later date and that the
important fields of female Native American students' motivations and percep-

tions can be researched.

CONCLUSION

Native American women constitute a significant pool of rescurces
for the future development of strength and stability in Native American
communities. Their roles in their own homes and families are part of their
traditional contributions to the maintenance of their communities. In their
new roles as college students and college graduates, many Native American
women are playing important roles in education, in community service organi-
zations, and in national organizations where they represent the concerns of
their people to non-Indians. They are advocates for and participants in
Indian community life at various levels. But their numbers are very small,
and there are still many barriers to the participation of Native American
students in higher education. One Indian woman phrased the problem very
succinctly, and her statement certainly has relevance to this study. She
said:

Since 1969 among the Pueblos of New Mexico which number approxi-

mately 30,000 people about 250 Indian people have graduated from college.

Of this 250 persons, 110 are women. That is less than one percent of

the people and far less than one-half of one percent of the people who

are women. This speaks directly to absence of opportunity because the

coping skills of Indian people belie any accusations of lack of in-

telligence. What this means is that Indian people are being denied

the opportunity to integratﬁ3the formal educational processes into tribal

organization and structure.
Although the subject of this paper has been the status of Native American
women in higher education, the emphasis in research and development of pro-

grams must be on the availability of opportunity for all Native American

students who want to pursue a college education. The skills of college-educated
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men and women are needed in Indian communities--in health, education, so&ial
service programs, resource maragement and development, in all those areés
on which the future economic development and social stability of Indiaf.c0m-
munities depends. The results of this study tend to indicate that Indian
women do not have significantfy different problems than Indian men in getting-
a college degree. |In some instances being an ‘Indian woman may be a éécidec
advantage over being an Indian man. Sut this is only true in very limited
instances.

The greatest pressures on Indian women may be those associatec with
traditional Indian values toward home and family, the role of wife and mother
being difficult to combine with that of full-time college student or full-time
professional. But some women are corbining those roles successfuily and hope-
fully more will do so in the future. The Indian woman in higher education
has a commitment to her family and community, ;;d to herself, to develcp her
own potential skills and talents mos. fully so that she can participate most
fully and effectively in her community, be it one of students in a University
setting, or community people, or a community of Indian professionals working
in government or professional organizations. The need for that commitment is
not unique to women but to Indian people generally. The roles of men and women
in traditior.s] Indian cultures are complimentary ones--each sex performs val-
uable functions for the continuation of the society as a whole, and the society
values the contributions of its members who perform their functions with skill.
Hopefully the complimentary nature of male and female roles will continue to
be recognized in contemporary Indian societies and men and women will work

together in the future as they have in the past.

Jy
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DATA ON NATIVE AMERICAN WOMEN IN HICHER EDUCATION

[
J

-
TOTAL
over 16 1116 1019 | 20 t0 24| 25 to 34| 35t 44 |45 to 64 | 65°F ove
' years years years years | years
T0TAL Female Population Over 1o o | B30 270 | B3 AUI Y S0 9175 | 5490 | 3100
(100%) (14%) (.25 | (LSS | (16.8%) | (23.5%) | (9.9%)
Mediun School Years Completed 10.5 10.6 12.2 1.5 10.4 9.2 1.9
| of High School Graduates 3.6 19.2 5.7 41.8 31,8 RN IR
TOTAL Flrale fopst.tion With Sore College  p | 23 632 453 S634 6506 303 5201 1353
(100%) (B0 | a8 1y | e | () (5.7%)
S of Ferale Population over 161 10,1 2 17 13.1 10 4.9 5.9
Suzber with 1-3 Years College ¢ | 1170 915 5029 4610 R 3053 $09
(100%) (5.3 | (28.3%) | (25.9%) | (15.3%) | (u.5% |  (4.5%)
) . P s
b of Ferule Pop. Kith Some Collepe” 75:2 2.9 15.1 9.2 ! 0.7 3.5
Nurher with 4 or more Years Collese [ 586 8 605 1956 1199 1548 545
| (1005) 19 ] (1038 ] GR] Q05 | (@649 ] 33
4 of Female Pop. With Sonc College” | 1.8 AT B DL T L
. bof Total Femle I’opulation4 r‘* 2.5 02 .8 3.9 3.1 -3 ¢!

SN )

l

9
-

-y

A0 1<

A Y
<

vy

% of Native Arerican Women Who entered Collese (b/a).

4 Y of Sative Anerican Woren who "finish" College (d/a).

Mfinish" meaning 4 or more years of College)

% of Native Arcrican Komen vho MU bepun but not "Tiaished” college (c/b).

' of Native Anerican Women who degan and "finished" college (d/b).

Source! United States- Bureau of the ccnsjs' Census Of Pcplllationi 1970, SUbject RCpOX‘tS, Fln.ll chort

PC(2)-1F, American Indians, Washington, U.S. Government Printing Office, 1973, table 3.

1~
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TABLE E-2

Fducational Characteriscics of the U.S. Total population and Urban and Rural Indians, 1970

‘{VAn [Indians Indians-Rural
w Codirban Gone s 1
LS. Indlans pentratfon | DNDLAS Concentratlon N
Total lfbgn Call - o ~—~Kur']’KL , "
fIQE@L_ Lot Lorn, Oklahor J*l asnington 11,6, ONA l,l\ mg l
P l : o ! '
Scc0ling Cozpleted E ’ | | | ’
(16 Yrs, of Age eor Older) | ; l ! I !
“ales: % B Trs, Schocling O T . . hew e biw e
Ol M0 U B W e
hicd Sotool 1 : ! ‘ { Lo !
G,&_h | | s M |46 140 ____}ﬁ_ 39 25 % w1
4 Urs. College | | | 1 E T
e RA S (S6 40 WL 1o LS 13ine 1
Madion Cobanling (vpe) | | f : o
‘edian sehooling (vrs) 1y !y el 107 | wo a4 9.1'9.41 9.7
—— . I o T T T
' J
yemala ﬂ/ ' S { l |
n  Females: 58 Vrs Schooling ) g5 W 257003, 1 3 B W Isu ki
¥ _or Less : , |7
¢ S T St maat T -
2 n Hizh School o ] !
W Craluates 55 '?1“*%di6 3{ 36 B 2 2%
: 4 Vrs. College ; | E ! |
G B R R N L IR T
Yodism Semagling | ' } l ; ' i
e 11 105 1L 11.6 108 07,8793 10
e e e T Y T
farsuinent {n Scicol \ | Lrban RuralFrbaﬁRuralj ] |
n 3-4 Yrs, 01¢ L L L5217 B 11 10 8,87 15.1919,6% 17,4925 1%
Y 108 v, i ' | j ’ ! | {
I B N E BRI ER P ,za % (25 1 ’31 B
Feale | N0 (o nn i (n i s ule |
* Data oa persens 16 yrs of age or older mot avallable Seurce: U.S, Bureau of the Census,
by urdan/rural. Data on persens of both sexes 15 yrs 1970 Census of Pooulation;
of ape or older 1s as follpwe: Oklaoma Washington General Social and Economic
Lrbgp__ﬁggéITf}baw Rural Characteristics, United States
a 8 Yrs of Schooling or Less 0050 |8 3 Surmary, PC (1)-D1; Detailed
Qumary
42 H.S. Graduates b1 8 [k 3l Characteristics, United States
1 -,
W2 %4 Yrs College or ore 6,1 20 41 17 Surmary, PC (1)-D1; Subject
O Median Schcoling 11,6 9 L 11.2 10.1 Reports: American Indians;

BC (2)-1F.

1
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APPENMIX 3

WUMBER OF NATIVE AMERTCAN STUDENTS GRADUATING IN VARIOUS PROFESSIONS WHILE
VNDER THE SPONSORSHIP OF THE BUREAU OF INDIAN AFFALRS HIGHFR EDUCATION
SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM. *

FY Year 1975 <

EDUCATION 335 COMPUTFR SCIENCE 7
HEALTH FIELDLS 198 AGRICULTURE ]
SOCIOLOGY N 165 CHEMISTRY 6
BU'SINESS 110 RELIGCION 6
PSYCHOLOGY R2 PHTT.OSOPHY 6
FINE ARTS 57 GFOLOGY (3
ENGLISH 318 VETERNARIAN MEDICINE 6
HISTORY 34 ARCHITECTURE 4
COUNSELING 29 WILDLIFF SCIENCE 4
BIOLOGY 27 HUMANITIES 3
POLITICAL SCIENCE 27 CEOGRAPHY 3
HOME ESONOMICS 22 MATHEMATICS 3
ANTHROPQLOGY 19 ECONOMICS 3
ETHNIC STUDTES 19 LINCUISTICS 2
IMDUSTRIAL ARTS 17 HORTICULTURF, 2
COMMUMICATION ARTS 16 URBAN PLANNING 2
JOURNALISM 14 ZOOLOGY 2
ENGINFERING 13 EILECTRONICS 2
LAW (UNDERGRADUATE) 12 FORESTRY 2
LTRERAL ARTS 12 RFESFARCH 2
COMMUNMITY SERVICES 11 PHOTOGRAPIHY )
POLICE SCIENCE 10 AMERTCAN STUDIES 1
SATURAL RESOURCES 9 LIBRARY SCIENCE )
(ENVIRONMINTAL SCIENCH) ARCHEOLOGY 1

RI:CREATION ]

OTHER (UNLISTED) 9

SPECIAL PROGRAMS (ADVANCED NDEGREES)

Arerican Imlian
Scholarshipe 65
Ind. School Adm

_ DPropram N

CCRAND TOTAL....... 1497

NCE/Hivher Education 10/24775

*Infarmation obtafne! from Barean of Indian Affairg, Divisfon of Evaluation
Research apd Develonment Albuquerque, New Mexico, courtesv of *r. LeRov Falling

</
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Table 13, Bureau of Indian Affairs Higher Fducation Program
Fiscal Year 1974%

Area Total Number  Xumber \umper
Yunber Under- Graduates (nder-Craduate Craduates
Students Graduates Students Earning Degree Earning Degrees
GRAND TOTALS 13,895 13,374 51 1,141 226
o 1
ABERDEEN = 1,852 1,829 23 126 2
ALSUCUIRQUE 151 738 13 17 1
AVADARKO 1,156 1,086 10 103 b
BILLINGS 975 975 0 48 0
EASTERS 235 29 b 5 0
2
» JUGEAL 1,197 1,160 3 175 3
t~
A <
£ TNVTANLIS 1,540 1,512 28 150 1
-
211’SKOGEE 1,826 1,749 1 193 76
o 1,62 1,320 0 06 0
ced
PROZNI 912 593 19 63 U
ol
POTLAND 007 887 20 64 b s
SACROTT) 512 9% 1 i g
sl o 2 o 0 2 0 B 3
1/ Includes students enrolled in Sinte Gleska and Lakota Indian Junior Colleges. -
2/ Includes students enrolled in Yavajo Comaunity College ffﬁ
3/ Includes students under Arerican Indian Scaolarships contract, American Indian Law Program and those enrolled ﬁ;:
in Inéian School Adainistrator's.Progras ]
' S
‘wily

Yote: Approxizately 354 of the students are single and 457 are zarried

*Source: lnited States Departzent of the Intericr, Bureau of ndian Affairs, 0ffice of Indian Education ‘tograns.
- Fiscal Year 1974 Statistics Concerning Indan Education (Lavrence, Kansas Haskell Indian Junior College, /1974/).
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SUMMARY OF STATISTICS==NATIVE AMERY AN STUD! 'TS 1IN HIGHER FIN'CATTON

Revional Bre i down o
Froaduate

Rerion

Tt gl
b=l

-Male

Raveinn

o ]
Peeale

Yale

. .
Heojnn

Tt )

te=ale

tale

Recinn

A
i

y

((jnl’ﬁd‘!'t f ooy

Underpraduate
(Full Time)

Craduate (Full
ard Part Time)

Protessional
Enrollment
(Full and Part
Time)
Cradunate (Fall
Time)

Profeacston]
(Full Time)

nlereratyate
(Fnall ant Pare
Time)

Student g

RN !\_2

.VVJ\J "“ )

e n, >’
(*lew “I‘Y"c".'. MTEXR
1";.‘ ) !,‘Al

/N3 A

177 o

Total
Female
Male

Tota)
Female
Miyle

Total
Female
Male

Total
Vemate
Hale

Total
Female
Male

Total
Fema ] [N
Male

Percentare

32,757
14,544
18,211

NogpE
~ 0O >
-

730
191
530

1,197
3139
KHK

18
101
47

49,401
21,004
26,375

—

of total
Student Population

0.6
N.6
0.6

3
0.3
n.3
N.6

[RIRID
N.Ah

Fnrellment statistics of Native American Full time Under-

-

y Madne, Magsachusetts, New Hampshire, Bhoede Island, Vermont)

T (e v sre, liistrict of Colu~hia, Marvlond, Pennevlvania, Vi reinia,

A

Woest Vireinia

Pooxt 0.2
G0 [
AL L)

’

(*laama, Vierida, Ceorpia, Fentuckv, Miscissinnl, North Carolire,
South Carnline, Tenneacee)
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Rosion S {I1l{nois, Indlana, Michipgan, Minpescota, Ohio, Wisconsin)

Total 3,664 .4
Female 1,64 0.3
Male 2,016 0.3

Rerion & (Arkans s, Louisiana, New Mexico, Oklahoma, T;-x:xs‘)

Totral 0’\_ R l-l - e
Ferale 2970 100
Mate 3,544 1.

y .
Region 7 (lowa, Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska)

Total 2,091 0,7
Foemale R X 0.7
fale 1,156 n,Y

Region 8 (Colerado, Montana, North Dakota, Sonth Dakota, Utah, Wvoming)

Total 3,087 1.5
Female Tl 1.8
Male L,h4 1.3

Reeion 9 (Arizena, California, Nevada)

Total R, Ry N
Feeale 1,576 1.0
Hale 9.009 1.1

Perion 10 (Idake, Orevon, Washinpton)

T"YJI ].]“‘ ) l,'n
Foma e L. 1.4
M e 17R0 1L

Sonr er e et ara from Tnstitutfon: ot Micher Education, Fall, 1976."
ity Monareseaqt Center, Cemputer Operatfons Divicion, Department of
Boatthy, bneation and Welfare, Washingten, DO,

~
—_—
.
N
/
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APPENDIX 6
STUDENT QUESTIONNAIRE .

THE STATUS OF INDIAN WOMEN IN ﬁIGHER EDUCATION

-t

'
7

-

The purpose of this questionnaire is to compile informat:ion for a research study
on the status of Indian women in higher education. The study is being sponsored
by the Vomen's Research Bureau of the National Institute of Education in Washing-
ton, D.C. as part of an extensive study on Indian women in the United States today.

There has been Very little research done on Indian women in higher education.
Your ascistance in filling out this questionnaire will be most valuable in
contributing to the available knowledge on this subject, The results of the
study will be published by the Women's Research Program.

Clara Sue Kidwell

Associate Professor .

Native Americin Studies 5
University of California

Berkeley, California

Birthplace ' Age
Tribe Degree of Indian blood
Current Home Address College Class

Freshman Sophomore Junior Senior Graduat:

Current School Address Major

What deg}ee are you working toward?

Number of Brothers in your family? AA BA BS !MA MS MED. EdD. PhD.
9

Number of Sisters in your family Other (Please.specify)

Where did you attend elemedtatyrschool? ﬁ

Where did you attend high school?

If you are an undergraduate, do you intend to go on to complete a bachelor's degree?

. Yes No
Do you intend to go to graduate school? Yes No Uncertain
Do you intend to work after you graduate? Yes No

If yes, what kind of employment or career do you expect to have?

ERIC o % BEST COPY AVAILABLE



. Number of brothers attending college

\
‘1

Number of sisters attending college |

¢

Number of ‘'years of school completed by mother

Number of years of school completed by father

What do you-feel is the most significant factor that has motivated you.to go to college?

(If you feel that one of the follcwlng is 51gnif1cant, please rank the factors in order
of importance, 1, 2, 3, etc.)

Parental pressure

Need for future employment

Desire for a professional career

]
’7 .
-65"// ” Ceneral interest
L4 < A .. .
Encouragement by high school teacher or guidance counselor
‘ ] Other (Please explain)
Do you feel that you have had less equal more encouragement than your

brothers (or other close male relatives your age) to go to college?
(Please circle one response)

Has anyone ever discouraged you from attending college Secause you are female?

’ Yes No'

Do you feel that you are in a competitive situation with the men in your classes?
Yes . Mo

Is it your perception that women students perform
More poorly - as well as better than men in your c.asses?
If you feel that :‘ou have experienced discrimination at any time in your college
career, do you feel that it was because you were In{ian, or because you were a wonen?
Indian Women ¢

Have you ever been told that it is not the Indian way for a weman to get a college
education (Or any comments to that effett)?

Yes Mo
h [ A .
Do you feel that you are going against your own Indian customs or culture to get a

college degree?

Could you briefly describe what you feel is the typical role that a woman is expected
to play in your tribal culture.

.

J,

—yod
-

~
- -
Yo
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APPENI 1X 7
FACULTY QUESTTONNAIRE
THF STATUS OF NATIVE AMERICAN WOMEN IN HIGHER EDUCATION

This questionnaire is being used to gather information for a study on the Status of
Native American Wemen in higher Education, sponsored by the Women's Rescarch Program
of the National Institute of Fducation. The study is pa-t of a major research project
on the status of Native American women generally in the .ited States. Since there

is virtually no research in this area being carricd on at the present time, your
assistance will be most valuable in contributing to the knowledge of the topic.

Clara Sue Kidwell

Associate Professor e
Native American Studies

3415 Dwinelle Hall

University of California®

Berkeley, california 94720

Name

Place of Birth

Tribal Affiliation

Grade Schonl attended (Name and Location)

High School Attended (Name and Location)

L]
Highest degpree vou have obtained, academic field, and name of University or college
awarding the denrce

Present position (title, academic area, and location)

T e e e e e e e e ————
[ ]

[f vou feel that you have over been discriminate arainst in vour (ollorc career,
do vou feel that it -sas more because you were Indian or because vou were a woman?

Did vou receive less, more, or as much encouragement as vour male relatives to attend
college?

What motivated vou to po to collepe?

| s BEST CGPY AVAILEL E



What motivated vou to seek a hicher degree?

Have you ever been put down by an Indian man for being an educated woman?

What major functio would vou def lne for vourself as a Native American Woman in higher
educatifon, i.e., helping Indian students through school, representing the Indian
community to non-Indian people, serving Indian communities, etc.?

Mav T have vour permission to quote vour statements where appropriate to the research
report? Yes No

9~ e DTy s
ERIC 53 . SN
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APPENI'TX 8 -
SUMMARY OF OUESTIONNAITE DATA FROM STUDENTS

Backpround (Place of Birth, current home address and/or place of high school)

Urban 34
Rural or reservation community 27

Educational Background (type of school attended)

Urban ’ Mission | Bureau of Indian Affairs Public
Elementary ! S | 2 . 30~-1/2
lich School ‘ 4-1/2 29-1/2

Rural or i

Reservation '
Elementary 6 1 , z0

“ .
High School 5 6 15

Tribal Groups desinnatcd by peographical area of Trihe

Northern Plaing 15
Southern Plains . ) 16
Southwest 6
Californfa-Nevada 1
Plateau l
Eastern WYoodlands 7
Five Civilized Tribes 5
Caribbean 1

Are
I8 1 26 2
16 9 27 3
20 8 28 1
21 5 29 1
22 5 30 1
23 7 31-35 1
24 5 I6=40 5
25 3 42 2

Deprec of Indian Blood

414 30
3/4 4
172 18
1/4 6
NR 3

sy BEST CGPY AVAILABLE
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College Class

Freshman , 16
Sophomore 23
Junior -3
Senior 5
Graduate 3
NN 11
Number of Brothers in Fanmily Nuzber of Sisters in Family

Q 6 0 5

1 17 1 10

2 7 2 19

c 3 15 3 8

4 8 4 10

5 4 5 5

6 1 6 3

7 2 7 1
11 1

Degree being worked taward

AA
BA
BS
A
NS
Ed.D.
Ph.D.
M.PH
NR

[ S -

00N O s L N

Do you intend to complete’ a bachelor's degree
Yes 49
No : 4
NR ' 8

Do You intend to go to graduate school

Tes 28
Yo 7
Uncertain 22
R 4

- OT £omy (MRS
',,‘] L J:.é ;."] PRRR ‘ -l




Number of. Brothers in College Humber of Sisters in College
1 11 1 20
2 7 2 2
3 2

L

Sumber of Years of School Completed by Parents

Mother 1-5 0 Father 1-5 2
6-10 19 6-10 20

11-12 24 11-12 16

Some College 9 Some College 8
College Degree 2 College Degreue 3

NR 7 Advanced Degree 1

NR 11

Significarce of motivational factors (Number of times rank was assigned)

Parental Pressure Employment Career Interest Teache{ or Coun-
selor Incouragement

N 1 5 114 1 27 117 1 3
2 7 2 12 2 12 2 10 2 3

3 10 3 14 3 10 3 4 3 3

4 7 4 & 0 4 7 4 4

5 4 5 0 5 5 5 0 5 12

. L_ 6 1 6 1

Do you plan to worz after graduation?

Tes 47
No 1
NR 2

Did you Recieve less, equal or more encouragement than brothers or other
close male relatives to go to college?
-

Less 6
tqual  26-1/2
More 23-1/2
NR 5

‘Were you ever discouraged from going to college because you were a woman:

Yes 14
No L6
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u reel you have been discr minated against in wour college career, was

I veu fe
it nmore because veu were Indian or because vou were a woman?
irndian 30
‘-oman 19
Bosh Y9
VR 7
iave vou ever teen told that it was not the lndian way for a woman to go

to college?

Yes !

“o L8
Do you feel that veu are going against vour own Indian customs or culture
to pet a college degree?

Yos 4

Lo 53

Sometimes 4

Do you feel in a competitive situation with the men in your classes?

Tas 23
Jo 32
NE 1

Is it wour perception that Indian women perform more poorly than, equal to,

or better than Indian men in your classes?

More poorly

As vell as 41
Detter 14
Scme wowen do better 3
Nt 1
) BEST COPY AVAILABLE
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