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T' H7 STATUS CF NATIVE 47EjRICAN WOV7EN IN HISHER EDLOATIC%

1",/

O1 ara 7-LiC Kid_ _l1

INTRO:LOTION

The traditirinal stareotyre of the Native American uoman is tent of

the fa: sd.uaw, trudrinci alonn ten :aces behind her man. The essence of thiq

Ltereotvee was expressed by Joseph rIilfjlan, a Christian missionary in

7inne';gta. Writing in 1g7.1, Gilfillan described the tall, graceful Ujitue

male, bounding gracdfull: t7rouph the forest unburdened except for his bow

and arrow, while behind him plodded the stodgy, rotund Ojibwe female, bearing

an enor7ous burden on her back. Silf,llan attributed the rotundity and stodgi

ness of the female to the fact teat generations of Ojibue women had borne

tremendous burdens on their backs, and in some evolutionary sense they had

been snueshed down by them.
1

The orcosite, and much less common, extreme, of

this stereotype is that of the exotic Indian maiden, large of eye and breast,

whose lasciviousness was n source of comment by many early travelers in North

America. .:-ayna Crean and Shirley Hill Witt have both commented Jpon the

existence of this stereotype.
2

Certainly in the historic past Native American women have played far

different roles than those dictat, d by stereotypes. Women who are presently

involved in higher education can look to historical models of Indian wonen as

students and as educators. Susette Lalleshe, an Omaha, was educated at the

Elizabeth Institute for Young Ladies in Elizabeth, Thu Jersey from 1P72 to

1175 after at'mndin a Christian mission school on the Omaha reservation.

1L)



' 'aim a teachino cos;tien in t,.P Burocu of Inc _an Affairs ot!.flll

on t-e reservation, sne had to unite to the Commissioner of Indian Affair::

oroteatin; tme fact that tne FU70aL U35 not imelementino its oolicv 0" Indian

oreference in nirinc. nic h,,d to defy the Indian noent's refu3,l. to

alle:J her 12ave the restation to take 2r, examination for a toat7ino

certificate. Sh= was finally riven a :-ositico at the aopncy dav

eer month, ^alf the salary :aid to non-Indian teachers at trio ccnool),

finally named reknown by tourind tae East Coast sscakinn cut aoinst tme

f rcod removal oF the conca Indians from their reservation in %ebraska to

one in Cklahcma. She wan oenerally known by the 7nolish translation cr hhr

maha name, ?right Eyes.

3o :'ah "Jinnemucca, cauchter of , famous Paiute leader in %,,vada,

eatatlienea a SCh001 for Indian children at Vancouver Rarracko, ',Jachinton

territory, in 1"." Sho C".r?7 hit any formal cd-Jcatinn is not clear

from autoeicsoaohy.

an Larleche, tho :,ioter of 3usette, :.'ant to Hamoton Institute in
4

Viroinia, wher:a orL:4uatoO in liTi71). She uan admitted to the '...lonen's medical

SolIone of :'ennzylvania, from which she draOuatet in 1:c1,'? at the head of

h:7 class, thuo trcomin5, the first American Indian woman ohysiciam,"

The canto-Dora:7 strraot:'r of the Indian woman 7 ornerally that Of

onvorti o'.. _:ken woon out with child rraoin5 and totally sulascrviant

to .nor man, Th-re , unfortunate alrnants of truth in trill: last strirdo-

ty. 'Indians have the mionest ratn of natural intreas,: of any of the pon-

A1-0-,inn outorcuos in the United States--thrnr eercent ryr year. The birth

ra'r in 1777 is 1-3'3 births *Ter 1,0'fm Indian wor-n ages (for nonwhites

an whites th,, rates were 11/. and "4 nor 1,fl;_r: resocctively), In terms of



incce, the ;:rric,2 or :-;;7,-Ci31 Donocrns in the Do ortrent or Heel t, ToLnation

and ilolf-,ro roctot in 1'7:7:- that "Tn: incomn level of Aro7.icon Ihjiaoh

fhr 7,1-ions or failies, male:.; or females, is sir.nirioantly 'Lauer

than that of any 7.7C7: in the 7o7ilation."
7

The median income of InJiJn

U.7:77e., is 31,7::7. That ef al7 ',Jo-n is Thal of ell 7-171 is

if to statistics S=2071 to surscrt the stereotype, they s.::rinly u .

rot cone the relo of %ative American waren. The hrouo of ucoen that is too

of this study, %ative American uomon in hihh 7 cduca,tion, constituteo

a v2ry small Out very sidnificant s,2rcentaoe of total 7:ative American

famals ponulatich in tne country. In 1:::71-, accorcinc to toe U.3. Lmoos

]uroau, 23,u2 %ativo American us:Ion had osmplet s:ms colloh- (l L.1 per-

cent of she total %at;ve Arerican frnalp population).- claly nod comJo-

vcars or more of college (2.'7 nercnnt of th total ativo American

f,malo oss,,lation). :urrent chroLlments uoro not indicated for 0000n.
1

For InCian -en, Percent of the total nab pooulat'_on had -::r 7trd crlir

11
ysArs sf cslison more. Indian uorrn uOC comrleted four yors or

tnun csnstituted acoroximately .7E: percent rf tH? total

7onulatich in 11172.

If to subjec noculation available For this study is sall, it is el he

iffuse. Accer,'inq 'o ?ureau of Indian Affairs estimates receivtno f-or- the

Trfica 7f In lion Education Rrsourcno Center, Division of Ev:!luatisn,

Thsearon, ,qd 3Lvolcoment, .).ureau of Indian Affairs in Albuquerque, %ow rcxicc,

1noro<irato1y tO Amer5inan Indian college students received scholarships

and ittnnhed rc!erly vlD71 institutions of higher horning throughout the conti-

nontal 5t)tes durina the 1%74-75 ;:oademio year. The 9urrau roes not



kse:: specific r?cort: c/ sex, an: it 's oiff;oult t: asoorta'n now -ar-;

Indian stucerts who nave t-,-'nn or are currently swpcorted v tri,7 ar -ale

art now any are femala. Toe 7ost current statistics available on total

enroll7ent in the '-'ureau'', education orocran are the fr_2,

12
year 17-"=:. They show a total of 13,T;TE students receivind aid. A ourvs'i

ponCucteo Office of Evaluation and °:ocran cview of tf-o of

Indian Affairs In 1373 drew 2,716 re300n50, approximately 21 yproent of

.K:.'roKimately 12,00C students enrolled in colleoe under the 2u1:oew's h;cnor

eation program during the 1972-73 academic year. Of the respondents, 52

11
percent were female. 3ecause of the nature of the sur:,,ey, it reguired

voluntary carticibaticn by students (cuestionhaires were mailed out and stu

dents were reduested to mail them back). One could conclude from the resbonse

rot:o that either there was a sliohtiy higher eercentage (E2 bercent to a bercent)

of women students than men students, or that Indian women students are more

conscientious than men in filling out and returning oucetionnairos.

In the information on higher education that I U35 able to obtain from

.1r1-2 ureaw's Division of 7valuation, Thscarch and Development, only one brief

reoert 73..1 by That re:ort will be mentioned latrr in the baeer.

rhe data available concerninc total numbers of Indian students are

nonfusine. Th ureau of Indian Affairs reoorted a total of 1], 5 stucents

unser its e:000-Irshi in fiscal year 197,:.. Of tnat number, 13,77,: wore under

:raduates end 2 !err sraduate students. For the fall, 17,: aohdemio term,

the ef :lull ?iorts nf the Desartment of Health, Education and 'Jell:ire

1 total of 72,77 IndLan students, of whom 14,44 were female and

1:,,21 were male. A tote. ;f oradwate students were recerted, of uhcm

14
,oer;, romale and 1, / were male. The 1T7r, :ensus showed only 14,1T1

; ,



_nicer' enrolled ' collece (no st,itistic cv

olunar4).17'

ifl

7ne Efficn cf Civil :?icnts figur,-s acme from selfiden.Lirir:2tien

tnat are sencrlly issuE,1 by universitiec enc call 'sec wren stur7ents

resister. me facscr ef '507fidentification coclicates the iq,aue of Aocurasy

of late. :ne cannot necessai-ily ass::n that all students are identifyinn,

tnemseivec as others uouic idntify them. The m,-an. tuc'e of the num!-,;ors

r----ted as fulltime Indian undergraduate students raises acme suE,:iciens

;3:7 of -.non. 1:t -7: US

rer:cted only 1=4,1731 ".ative American students on a basis of selfidentification,

it seF'mJ the.: that total would have increased by a factor of almost

thre? by 17'4.

In an attenot to compile current data on %ative American stucents

suncorted by the Bureau of Indian Affairs, reaional offices cf the Bureau

wet,' written for information concerning the current numbers of college

s'._.rionts that they listed. The response Lies limited. Of the eleven offices

contacted, six responded. The Anchorane office reported 417 females and 367 males

for the 1776-77 school year; Aberdeen had 269 females and 456 males but pointed

out that it d rot keep roctIrds on all students in the Aberdeen area; Sacra

mento reported X55 females and 354 males for the 1975-76 school yeac; the

ruskog:e area office had no statistics but recalled that at some time in the

oast ascroximately half of their scholarship holders were female and that they

Wn7$' funding approximately 2,500 students this year; the Billings office had no

statistics at the area office level but sent a list of agencies to contact; and

the 7inneacolis office sent a form letter thanking me for my interest in the

Bureau's higher education program and including a list of agencies to contact

for scholarship application forms and information. Time did not permit a
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oll.ew-up wi.tin the unresponsive area offices or the agencie addresset;

I obtained. Sioce no current statistics were forthcominc from the Eureau's

central office in Washington, D.C. or its division of research in Albunuerue,

New 7re:<ico, I en forcec tc conclube that there are nc currert statitio:

cc.mpil-_=.e in one :lace that would show how many Indian men and hew meny

Indian ucnen are currently swp3rte by the Eurrau in riohcr education.

3ESEARCH D2DECTIVES AND PITHODS

This paper will attempt to describe a group of peopleNative Americon

:J7-77:7 ..1h: arc currently invoWved in higher education (junior colleges, four-year

:oilaoes and universities, and gra-Juate programs) either as students or 3:3

faculty members. An'; conclusions about current enrollment statistics woul-J nav

to to ;nterpelotE?d from figures coy:rine. the 1974 fiscal year, and no definitive

statoment-3 can be nade. Thus there is a limitation on a quantitative ddsor1)-

tian of the cr:uo to be studiej.

I have undertaken tc draw certain conolLrions about the croup based

on interprtations of past information and to gather descriptive and quanta-

tie: informasjon on the basis of questionnaires and persanal interviews. What

'Jill timer :e will be a profilE) of predominant characteristics and a concensus

cf rersonal percepti7ns that Nativ7 American women in hi ;her 2c-Juzation hat-

oto-t th.-,nsolves.

77ViC!J of t 7 Liti:?r3tUr;-2

In a r:-Jiew of the literature on %ative American students in hinor

!--ur;ltion, information on women must 5,-, extracted from general studies, and

most of trose studies have very little, if any, o, - specific data. Plost nf

the s';urces idrotified consist nf research rcoorts prepared by various government
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agencies (often by contract with private research firms) or of theses and

dissertations written by graduate students in colleges of education. Many

of these reports and theses are available Only-hrough Dissertation Abstracts,

interlibrary loan, or the Education Resources Information Clearinghouse.

Some.interesting conclusions can be drawn from the literature that

has been reviewed to date. Three studies of high school students can be used

as some indication of the pool of students available for college work. In

one study of Indian students, a sample of 345 students were identified from

Bureau, public, and private schools in the Southwest. Those students repre-

sented all Indian students enrolled in the eighth grade in the fall of 1962.

Of those, 182 were male and 163 were female. Over a four-year period the

dropout rate was practically the same for males and females--38.66 and 38.73

respectiely.
16 This would indicate that Indian women in high school are

probably as likely candidates for college as men. A study of 135 urban Indian

teenagers in Minneapolis, Minnesota in 1968 revealed that 95 were interested

in attending college, while 40 were not. Of the number aspiring to college,

52.6 percent were females and 47.4 percent were males.
17

In a study by Larson an attempt was made to test the effects of income

level on aspiration to college and on educational behavior of all students in

four rural high schools in Montana with significant Indian populations. The

study indicated that there was little correlation between income level and

educational behavior or aspiration of Indian and non-Indian students. 'hat

correlation there was was suggestive rather than definitive. Larson concluded

that cultural fa.:tors might have to be considered to account for differences

in re3ponses between Indian students and non-Indian students. For example,

there were some significant differences in percentages of Indian students who
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aspired to college and non-Indian students qho aspired to college even within

the same income level (48 percent and 61 percent respectively). Larson'sLarson's

data are nct broken down by sex, unfortunately.

The Kennedy Subcommittee of the U.S. Senate Committee on Labor and Public

Welfare, in its investigation of Indian education in 1969, reported that a

study of Indian students in Bureau schools showed that 3/4 of them wanted to

gc on to college, that three percent desired graduate studies at the master's

or doctoral levels, and that less than 18 percent wanted their education to

19
end after high school.

Once the college-aspiring Indian student, whether male or female.

gets to college other interesting patterns seem to emerge. One fact pointed

out by the Office of Special Concerns report is that although more Indian

students are graduating from high school in recent years, not as many are

completing college as might be expected.

A comparison of 1960 and 1970 data (table E-1) shows that the marked
increase in Indian high school graduates is not reflected in data on
those completing college. While the percentage of persons completing
high school (and thus available for college) has increased more than 10/
since 1960, the percentage completing college has increased by slightly
more than 1%4.... Only 1.574 of rural Indians ... have completed col-

lege, the lowest proportion of college educated of any population group.
Urban women are three times more likely to have obtained a,college

education than rural women (3.87, to 1.2% respectively), but the urban
rate is less than one-half of the national percentage of women who are
college educated.

20

The Bureau of Indian Affairs Higher Education Newsletter indicates that approxi-

mately 60 percent of Indian youth were completing high school in 1970 compared

to 40 percent ten years before. About 70 percent of Indian high school gradu-

ates went on to some type of post-secondary training. Twenty-five percent

of those entered college.
21

The Bureau of Indian Affairs served approximately 13,000 students in

1
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is higher education program during the 1972-73 academic year, end the evalu-

ation of randomly selected students carried out by the Bureau's Division of

Evaluation, Reseanch, and Development has already been mentioned. In that

evaluation, 77 percent of those surveyed were in the 18-25 year- old -age

eirange, although 33 percent of that number were in the 21-25 year-o1,2 age

range.
22

Blood quanta reported were: 1/4, 18 percent; 1/2, 23 percent; 3/4,

12 percent, and 4/1, 47 percent. Sixty-nine percent: said that their first

language was English, and 84 percent said that they had attended other than a

BIA high school. Seventy-seven percent said their parents were the prime

motivation for their being in college. Only t!ight percent of their fathers

were college graduates, and only six percent of their mothers were college

graduates. Only 35 percent of their fathers had completed high school, while

45 percent of their mothers had done so.
23

The largest single group majoring

in one subject was 22 percent, in education. Eleven percent were in social

work; six percent were in medicine, mostly nursing; and 61 percent were in

other fields.
24

The emphasis on education as a major field of study seems to cold good

through college for many students. The largest number of graduates sponsored

by the BIA in fiscal year 1975 was in education (335), while Health fields

(198) and Sociology (165) accounted for a' total of 353 graduates.
25

A study

by Hauck of graduates of Black Hills State College shows that of 30 Native

American graduates of the College between 1948 and 1970, all indicated some

field of education as a major.
26

Of those graduates, 24 were males and

were females. Woods and Harkins, in their Minneapolis study of Indian teen-

agers, however, indicate that less than one-fourth of the students considered

as being college aspiring were interested in becoming teachers.
27
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The vocational preferences discovered by Abrahams, in a study conducted

by administering the Kuder Preference Record--Vocational Form-C to all In-

dian freshmen and sophomore stud is at Arizona State University, were pri-

marily in artistic and clerical f MA's interests ranged from out-

doors as lowest to scientific as next to highest and artistic as highest.

For v-omen, interests ranged from lanical as lowest to artistic as next

to.highest and clerical as highest.
28

The interests seem to follow traditional

patterns of sexual stereotyping. Th, high interest in artistic areas among
41111k

both men and women might be a cultural factor, but if one speculates on cul-

tural factors, the low level of interestlin outdoors seems inconsistent with

traditional cultural patteFns.

In terns of academic achieverent, there are at least two studies

that have attempted to identify.factors leading to Indian students' success

in college. In a study of students who were enrolled in 43 colleges in the

Southwest from 1958 through the first semester of the 1961-62 academic year,

researchers found that

Only 26 out of the 402 Indians in school, for whom grade point aver-
ages were available, had a grade avenge of 2.75 or higher.
Twelve of those 26 students were from southwestern tribes.
Thirty-five per cent of the Indians in school had less than a "C"
average (2.00).
On standardid tests the Indians scored lower than the national norms
in all areas'on all tests, except cn the numerical, abstract reasoning,
clerical and spelling sub-testg of the Differential Aptitude Test.
Economic and social variables were not related to grade

29
Cultural and academic variables were related to gr.,cies.

This represents only a partial statement of the findings, but it may serve

to represent some profile of the students studied. In terms of success rate,

the researchers concluded:

There seems to be a definite, but nct striking, tendency for students
who come from hones where English is never spoken to do better in college
than the students from the other categories.

I.)
4
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Forty-one percent of the students from homes where English is not
spoken received a grade point average of 2.0 or better. Thirty-two
percent, 31 percent, and 35 per cent respectively of students from homes
where English is spoken "some,"2'6usually," and "always" received a grade
point average of 2.0 or better.'

This study raises some interesting comparisons with the Bureau survey of

students in higher education, where 69 percent of the students reported

English as their first 14nguage. The Southwestern study did not report on

dropout rates in the report published in the Journal of American Indian Edu-

cation, although that article was a summary of the longer report and does

not reflect all the findings. The question of bilingualism and success in

education the college level for Native Americans still seems to bear con-

siderable investiiation.

In a study of 63 Indian students randomly selected at New Mexico

State University from the enrollment of Indian students during the period

beginning with the fall quarter 1967 and ending with the spring semester

1971, "persisters and non-persisters" were identified on the basis of

statistics on dropouts. The conclusion reachedby the invaestigators was that

"The three most important factors for classifying persisting and non-persisting

Indian students at New Mexico State University were: college grade point average,

sex, and rank in high school, in that order."
31

In relation to sex, it was

noted that "among the persisters, 41% were fema

persisters were female."
32

Thus sex seems to have some relationship in at

, but only 23.5% of the no-,-

least one case with persistence in college.

Statistics furnished by-the Bureau of Indian Affairs Division of ,

11,

Evaluation, Research and Development showed that of a sample of Indian students

at Arizona State University in Tempe during the 1973-74 academic year, female

students in each class (Freshman, Sophomore, Junior, and Senior) had consistently
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higher overall grade point averages than male students except for sophomore

female students, whose grade point average was 1.95 compared with the males'

2.12 grade point average.
33 The size of the sample was not indicated, and so

the generalizability of this data is highly uncertain.

A research study conducted by Norris at the University of New Mexico

in 1970 showed incidentally that in the fall quarter of 1970, women had sig-

nificantly higher grade point averages than men, a mean of 2.10 for women,

1.75 for men). However, over the year there was a higher dropout rate for

women students than for men (20.63 percent for women and 16.01 percent for men).

The sample consisted of 63 women and 87 men.
34

Given the varying and incidental nature of most of the statistics

available on Indian women students, it would be impossible to draw any

specific conclusions concerning their numbers or their academic achievements.

There sec to be a general trend for women to have somewhat higher grade

point averages than men students, but no definitive statements can be made.

In terms of numbers, Fuchs and Havighurst estimate that "The ratio

of men to women among post-secondary students is approximately 55 to 45.H
35

Post-secondary education refers to vocational as well as academic education.

If the ratios of men to women indicated by the Office of Civil Rights dati

(not tr assume the validity of the absolute numbers involved) hold true,

Native American men do outnumber Native American women in higher education,

but this conclusion can only be based on inference. If any assessment is

to be made of higher education for Native American students generally,

not jot women, there will be a need for a major evaluation of record

keeping and sources of statistics so that the numbers of those students can

be accuratelyTdetermined.

1 -1
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Women in Graduate Programs

In seeking to identify Native American women in higher educati,,n, I

have contacted a number of scholarship organizations and professional pro-

grams. From those contacts I have compiled the following information.

In the Native American graduate fellowship program funded by the

Ford Foundation, forty-seven women have been awarded fellowships since 1970.

Of that number, twelve withdrew before completing a degree, five have com-

pleted degrees, eleven are currently enrolled in graduate programs, and the

status of seven is uncertain. The object of the program is to train Native

Americans for college teaching programs, and students are expected to enter

a Ph.D. program. The field of study most often selected by the female re-

cipients of the Ford Fellowships was some area of education. Seven women

entered that field, three went into guidance anu counseling, four entered

psychology; three, history; two, sociology or social work; three, anthropology;

and two, linguistics. Other fields represented were public health, history of

education, genetics, architecture, literature, and music.

In the special program for Indian law students administered through

the Center for Indian Law at the University of New Mexico, there are a total

of 38 women and 97 men in law schools throughout the country. Of the first

year students, 17 are women; of second year students 12 are women, and of

third year students nine are women.

In the Harvard Graduate School of Education's program for Native

Americans in educational administration, ten men and ten women were enrolled

r
during the 1974-75 academic year. Of those, five women and two men were con-

tinuing Ed.D. candidates.

In the Master's degree program in Public Health for Native Americans,

&O.
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there are se en women in the entering class at the University of California

at Berkeley this fall. There are four women in the second year class. There

is one woman entering the program this fall at the University of Minnesota.

In terms of past graduates, one woman graduated from the program in 1972,

three graduated in 1973, four graduated in 1974, and four graduated in 1975.

American Indian Scholarships, Inc., in Taos, New Mexico, supported

106 women and 155 men in higher education during the 1975-76 academic year.

This organization has taken the primary responsibility for administering

HEW and BIA funded graduate educational programs. Among the women, the Major

most often chosen (by 48) was in some field of education. Guidance and counseling

was chosen by 14, and 10 were in social work. Sixty-three were attending

colleges that would appear to be geographically near their place of permanent

residence, i.e., Sioux women were likely to attend schools in the Dakotas.

Several choices by women who seemed to leave their geographical home area

appear to have been made on the basis of the existence of Indian oriented

higher education programs, i.e., the University of Arizona for education

majors. These conclusions are based on a quick analysis of the list supplied

by the American Indian Scholarships, Inc. office. I relied on names as an

indication of sex (which is not an entirely foolproof method of determination).

As rough as the data are, however, they seem to support a general pattern of

Indian women entering some field of education or social service and attending

a public college or university fairly close to home.

In seeking to determine how many women were involved in higher edu-

cation as faculty members, I consulted tfe survey of American Indian Studies

programs conducted by Patricia Locke for the Western Interstate Commission

on Higher Education in 1974. Fifty-nine women appeared to be in faculty
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positions. Ten of the women I have identified as faculty appear to be in-

structors in lanj:age Thirty-one women were listed as counselors

or directors of pro7-ams without faculty status.36

Results of the Student and Faculty Survey

In designing a research plan to discover the status of Native American

women in higher education, I have attempted, within the limits already discussed,

(Lack of sex-specific data, time period of the data available on Indian students,

and wider read distribution of the group to be studied) t.) seek out a repre-

sentative sample of Native American women who are college students or faculty

members in colleges or universities. In dealing with any study of a female

population in a minority ethnic group, one must deterdne to what extent

the question to be addressed is racial identity or female identity, or what

combination of the two create an identity. In designing questionnaires to

distributed to Native American women in higher education, I was primarily

interested in identifying certain objective data which I thought would be

especially relevant to the role of Native American women in their own con-

munition and families. Questionnaires were sent to Haskell Indian Junior Col-

lege, Lawrence, Kansas, and American Indian or Native American Studies pro-

grams at the University of Oklahoma, Norman; Gklahoma, the University of Montana

at Missoula, Montana, and were distributed at the University of California at

Berkeley. Indian Studies programs were used as a means of distribution be-

cause these programs generally maintain lists of Native American students

even though not all Indian students major in those programs. A total of

sixty-one questionnaires were returned. Cf those 30 were received from Haskell

Indian Junior College, 14 from the University of Montana, five from the Uni-

versity of California, and 12 from the Universit; of Gklahoma.

1
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A summary of responses fron the student questionnaires is included in appendix

eight.

The first page of the questionnaire was intended to elicit descriptive

data. Questions were asked about place of birth, age, place of grade and

high school attendant.:, tribe, degree of Indian blood, class, majcr, career

objectives, and degree objectives. In relation to family background, questions

were asked about numbers of brothers and sisters in the family, educational

achievement of parents, and numbers of brothers and sisters in college. The

women in the survey were asked a series of questions related to their inten-

tions for their future education--whether they intended to complete degrees,

to go on to graduate school, and to work after they graduated.

In identifying motivational and attitudinal factors, I was hoping to

find the relative weight of family (or cultural) background and general soci-

etal values attached to education, i.e., economic benefits. I sought to

identify the specifically feminine concerns of woolen students by asking them

whether they had received less, equal, or more encouragement than their male

relatives to go to college, whether they had ever been discouraged from going

to college because they were female, and whether they had been told it was not

"The Indian Way" for a woman to go to college. A question was also asked about

whether the respondent felt she had been discriminated against in her college

career and if so, whether it was because she was a woman or an Indian.

The questionnaire eras designed to provide information for a quantita-

tive description of a random sample of Native American women students and to

gather opinions from the women concerning their status as Native American women

in higher education.

The sample can be considered representative in terms of geographical area.

Fifteen women were fror northern Plains tribes, sixteen from Southern
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Plains tribes, from southwest tribes, one from CaliforniaI:eva:a tribes,

two from New Yor:: tribes, five from Northwest Woodlands tribes, and five

from the Five Civilized Tribes. Thirtyfour were from urban areas and 27

from small rural or reservation communities. This determination was made

primarily on the basis of responses to questions about current home address

and/or high school attended.

In terms of age, 1) of the women were between 18 and 20, ten were 21

or 2 ?, 15 were 23 to 25, nine were 26 to 50, only one was in the age range

31-55, five were between 36 and 40, and two were 42. However, in terms of col

lege class, 5) women were either freshmen or sophomores, while only eight

were juniors or seniors, and three were graduate students. Eleven students

did not respond to the question, indicating perhaps uncertainty as to their

status or to the terminology. The ace range indicates that many women were

older than would b enpected if they had entered college immediately after

completing high school in 12 years. If 39 were freshmen or sophomores while

only 19 were between the ages of 18 and 20, then 20 must have been older than

20. The general pattern seems to emerge that Native American wenen are either

graduating from high school at later ages than people who co through the edu

cational system in 12 years, or that they are not entering college directly

from high school.

The categories for reporting degree of Indian blood were arbitrarily

chosen in order to avoid having to deal with odd fractions such as 31/32 or

15/64. These fractions were rounded to the dlosest quarter. Of the wemen in

the survey, 52 reported being 3 degree of Indian blood or more. College

populations have often been reported as having large percentages of quarter

bloods. At leant one study assumes a correlation between degree of Indian



olcod and decree of assimilation to .unite values and attitudes. The auth::r

of that study us: ls that assumption as a hat,. 7 for seckinc a correlation be

tween assimilation and positive attitudes toward collede education. H- :;Late;

that "The typical Indian student at South Dakota State University

quarter Indian , whereas the typical nonparticipant is threequarters Indian." 37

In a recent study of 66 Indian students in colledc in Pklahoma, 2q were full

bloods, 19 were 1/2, and 13 wore 1/4.
38

The group of women in this study

has a lower percentage (9.0Frcent) of quarter bloods than terms typical of

mire -f the other studies reviewed. No attempt has been made in this study

to correlate any factors of achievement or motivation to blood quantum.

The educational background of the students seems very heavily oriented

toward public schools. Only 'L) women, for instance, reported doing to a BIA

or parochial high school. The majority of students were workin7, either toward

Associate of Arts degrees (11, this number came fron the group at Haskell

Indian Junior College) or Bachelor's degrees (3:)). Although only three

resorted being graduate students, 13 reported uorking toward an advanced

degree. Ei':ht did not respond to the question, indicating perhaps uncertainty

as to degree objective or lack of understanding of the letter abreviations used

to designate various degrees. That there was some confusion was, obvious from

several questionnaires in which -tudents indicated that they were working

:Lit:3rd an advanced or graduate datree when they indicated later on in the

questionnaire that they did not intend to no to nraduate school or when their

career objective or 7ajor made it obvious that they were in a twoyear vc

:ational pro :ram. Those response were discarded from the total count for

each d, ree and were lumped with the several "%o 'iesponse" counts. The large

majority of students ((:)) indicated that they intended to complete their
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bachelor's degree and 2E indicated that they intended to go to oraduatl. school.

Aowevor, another 22 indicated that they were uncertain whether they would gd

to graduate ochool or not. Only seven defioitely indicated that thy did not

intend to oo to graduate school, and only fsJP made no response. It would

thus seem that there is a strong interest, motivation, and/or commitment to

our sue an advanced degree among the women in study.

In terms of family bickercund, the puns'.idn concerninn number of bra -

`. and sisters in the family was intendr 1 to determine whether thrre was a

n3-.: 7 for comparison of family attitudes toward male and female chilerrn in

relation to 3 colieee education. All but six of the women reported havin.; ;:re

or morr brothers, and all but five reported having one or more sister.

The mothers of the students tended to have higher educational lev.'ls than

their fathers. only 1=3 of the fathers had completed 11 or 12 years of edu-

cation, while 24 of the mothers (lad completed 11 or 12 years. nine of the

mother: moT1 some college, while eioht of the fathers had scmn college work.

:leven students either indicated that they did not know their father's educational

le.4e1 or -ode no response, I.2hile only seven students did not know or di:: not

_ascend to the questiwi concerning their mothers. An interestino correlation

appeared between that group of students identified as coming from rural or

reservation backgrounds and those coming from urban bac'grcunds. Pf the rural

0
or reservation students, 12 reported that their mothers had completed morn years

of schsci than their fathers. For urban students, only five reported this

situation.

ProtHers in college were resorted 20 students, and 22 reported

roving one sr more sisters in college (the total number of brothers report -d,

21, was greater than 111P total number of sisters, 24).

1
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with attitudeu and clAnions were :,-i7arily 11: td

at asertlinir,g preo:tionL; that the wo-len had of the responses of others

toward them as Native American worsen in college. The question that asked

for a ranking of motivation factors revealed that career objectives were

seemin7ly most iIportant. "Desire for a professional career" was ranked

first a total of 17 times and second 10 times. "Need for future employment"

(which was irterpretel to be an economic motivation) was ranked first 14 times

Ind second 12 times. The factor receiving the lowest overall ranings was

".ncourai:ement by t2achers or ounnelors" which wan ranked first only three

tin ;;1 and last (fif%h) a total of 12 times (.:lore last place rankinFa than any

other factor). If one were to rank the motivational factors on an overall

'''axis for the total population, "Career" would be first, "Em)loyment" second,

"Int2rest" third, u2ar.ntal Fressure" fourth, and "Encouragement by teachers

or counaelcrs" last. It must be pointed out that not 111 respondents ranked

the factors in nu7-rial or:-r or if thy did, did not rank all five. Some

r ^s. ond- .r mora:y ' one or ore items, in which cane each check was

counted as a ranKi7.E f- one. Among the f ctors that were listc,1 t5r r:sp(A:-

d-ents 1ri der the her" cate7ory were such diverse thin 7, as "'2 .Anity en-

coura&-lent," ur.redo.7 with pr:;--t jcb," "self-fullfilment", "ambition," and

"Nowher else to o." The !"1-t that direct ren .. r =n,-oura;,7712nt fron

oth. ro rap. 1 .low,?st on the scale of motivational factors would peem to in-

dicato that most Native American women are motivated y internalized desirr.s

(,:.r.er and inter:pt) rather than si-:ply respondin- outnide p:essur:. A

questio%naire and st,:iy n:u1c1 he devot...:d to questions of 7otivation,

flat study remninc to he done.

4:11estionn that would reveal exit and/or racit bias y othrs
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toward the lative kmerican wo,:an who chooses a ,:o112:2: education show

racism rather than .1-xis;a toward those women. In res7,onse to the question

about whither women felt that they receiv.21 1c, qual or more encourace:sent

than male relativeo, only :ix resorted receivinc loss encouracement. Twenty-

felt that they hid rac,21ved eTdal .2n:oura,ement, while 2f felt th-t they

had roc-Jived more, and on . reported both ans2rs. it would Sees, that ,,arents

may more anxio.:s for the fesale of :in to co to collet than for their

mal offsprin:: to 'do In res:;onse to the gu2stion concernin.: wheth2r the

res _ni2nt was r discourad from coinc t) cause she was a

w,.2an, 14 ror lied "yes" and If attem2t 'dz.:: made to''

determin whA,her the iiscura;.?-:.ent came fro:', Indian or non-Indian sources,

and so th. questi.,n rcflects a sexist orientation rath,r than a racist ono.

How.ver, t'ne fa :t that "no" 1-2s7,ohs:rs wr,re in so-h a s.ajority indicates that

racist sc:ist Vas was not !axticularly ::r:valeh; ih re_ard to dirict ih-

fldnce on 4; wo-an's s,21ection of collj disati..n. A quotion aimr2d at

determining ths, sren.7;h racist bias Indians a_;anst won Jn in collee

also r:-/,!aled that tha.7. bias, if it exist.d at al.:, was relativ:ly sli;ht.

answc.r to the q,,.s.ion whether they had ever been to)0 it y,..n not the

Indian 'say for a woman to co to collece, only 12 w-,..en said "y2s," one of them

addinc a rs.thor coament about "buns who say they are me.-,bers AIN"

and she didn't listen to them anyway. Irty-eicht wo,:en answered "no" to the

question. That women do perceive bias acainst the.%,e.eives. was indicated by the

question as.din7 whh:: they b4,1 ever felt thy had bo...h discriminated acainzt

durin.3 their collece careers, and whether that dirim_ation was the result of

their Indian or bein,: 'female. Thirty responded by indicatinc "Indian,"

:0 hy ir.ioatir " ir e rch;,pnc:ed by iniicatin: both.



women did not respond to the question. There is come :;Lwstion aS to whithpr

the wem.-n that tocy we:c c.,..,pcted to respond nusitively, altheu,:h the

question was phrased to indicate :hat they should ri spond only if thpy felt

they nad been discriminated against in some way. They were not asked to

describe incidents of discrimination in any detail, since those insig'nts

aro probably of too personal or complicated a nature to dracribe in the oon-

t-At of the questionnaire. It would seem, however, that the major suurce of

discrimirrItinn (and thus potentially a negative factor in the woman's collet,

Parenr) stemmed from racism rather than sexism.

Tnn question asking whether the women felt in a competitive situation

with the men in their classes did not, indicate any particular trends. Thu'

eu:stion was based on the assumption that competitive behavior is not con-

sistent with '.alive American value systems and that women uho did feel that

they were in competitive situations ur-uld probably frrl some conflict between

`_h --dr awn values and the classroom situation. The "yes" and "no" responses

to the question were fairly e,rmly divided (2i), and 7,7 respectively and only

one woman did not respond.

In ressonoe to the question of whether the respondent felt s - was

going against her Indian culture by neing to college, tile overwh,'Iming response

wan "no." Fifty-three of th°' 51 women responded negatively to 71;estion.

Cniy for responded definitely "yes" (twn citing traditional heli rs as a

rc !son for tneir answer), while four nave cualifind responses ("Sometime,"

"In sone casno," "Sort sf" and "Seldom"). Jhen these answers were considered

in light of the ways in which women defined in their own terms the role of women

their own tribal cultures, it was sbvicus that many who derined tho

rsle f uerr.'n as being wives and rstners alee fr:lt that w,re
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not dainc aeainst tni'ir culture to a? in collede (i nut. cf the. n

"no" :..-.:73n3cs 'rom cho dofin. Joh.

ricrn. r f3mily). There was. wide varidty in thc ro;,)71:05 tu the

kin', uchen to to'fino the role of wom-n in their own oultuvos.

wohen felt th3t sh3uil sihhly So t.l.meelyc-o, tuo con-'''t--:I no th-

-]liti:nni role :nf wCflen in matrilineal 3.7Citirs, and oth-rd d

3n need that compelled wihi)n to take jr_Do.

In osin oar:, the worn in to latt-on

nct' -irli-r waptinc t3 entur ovion rel3ted orocscions. r:f the c3rr5e1-7

inCloatTh 1.. wero in --:ucation, six in hoalth, five in oecial

four in odur:olina, fen s in la, and three in :-.sychnlmhy. liv-' wcrn rrom

tho -aokell eirou wcre enterinL, vocati-- Jobs (dental assistant, licensed

oractio31 nurse, and :rinter). ther car:r :hi: s includ:d: wookine with

oahmunity dey,:locrant, uorkinn with rc:ritional orcdramo, interior eci,-,n-

erohit:oture, ausines: hanaccment, work with cohoutors, accountinc, noyrnhent

3or4ics, and, strai-;htf-ruardly, "Anythinc toot oays."

The student :1_:-.tie.nnaire orovi-:es informatin for a (1:mcri erofile

of the %ativo Ameri:3n as a co11-7e student. She is intor,-sted jr 1

carecr, arab:ably ho in a social servi:- related fi-ld, intend3 to wcrk after

oraduation, is sor-euhat older than th- "tycical" colleoc student enterino

:ull-ce directly out pc hich school, ir oiven as much or hare ononuraher nt

on her family to ho to oollesr, 'or hale relatiyr-!3, and if she: tnriS Cid-

rlhinatior aoninst he,rsolc, attri:utes it hors to: rar,isn than to coxism.

7se cenerol :harastico that ehr.rhe from the Tyiew 7f th: 1itr:.m

turn ihol:3t- that lc :art cf a deharal dosulation o" %ative American collece

or t: Sly, attendo1 o nn-FlIA hisis cchcol (thio



dofinitcly holds for tho cLimpl this study), is more likely to

sem 'ros- mome in which !.n,:lisn is h,r first iahowa..1 (or if a native 1:,nd-

uoo is !ono iarv:Looe, it will be tnn lanoua::n always .;ookon in tho horn),

oni -h? likely to by majoring in sere field of education or social orrice

(3mlin, a comcluoion bcrr out in this study), and will be somowhat m)rn

ikoly tnam npr Indian male olossmates to onrsist and complete hrr degree

:lino- to chjective cf this study was to arrivn at a description of

7:...3t1J3 of %otiJJ American Lichen in hIhr ducotion, th- data sought were

orimari1y :Inocriotive. Decausp of limitaticalo of time am; res.ource!:, mu.:h

of writ coJld have ben done in the way of computrr analysis of data was not

%o ttot w37, *71,11!'r2 to correlate variables (rxcest in the mist

sn-ral way) or tort hydethess. Future research will bc mordpd to do thoso

tnirms.

10-n oionifi:lnt ouostions that nioht have been asked about marital

status and nJmonr of childrn wore deliberately omitted from the questionnaire

17 77-71' .-)" mersonal neturo ra'her than directly related to the (inscription

osoulation of the otudy. 7arital status may bo on imoortant factor in

acOlmvomont of !Jativei American women. In a survey of 65

sollnso stutonts in Eklanono (a survey related to their choiL of science, or

majors), 74 er male and 12 were fenalo. To omdort cf that survey

ros.Jalot 'not:

7n, malo/fmale -.i::'.-.ronoco fit national trend- as a whol,-. 1air:2s

77-=nt -,t1:Zi-<7,5 in 3cnsci to Pxsoriences ir _he armed snr-
v--o, orojoj Jr J,:;srienco, to sJpoort of thm RIA (financial)

(r:77,'_,i3n1 and financial); and w-.,mn tnndod to attribute

to havino avoided marriace or o-ttinr divorc d, Aron though they
tm- zu:.7ort more keenly than did the males. The

mol 7.on-int 'tribute thoir orev_pos dro:-.-:t from son: 1 to o "lack
-f odinr.sm" tm, to mnrrinsm or financial difficulties.
Jiiti-civ- me.rdort of tom marriod malos claim fin:ncial suosort from
w-lok'mm m_ossos. :nly ono cf the married omen clainnd tiort from
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her husband. Of the divorced and separated males, none had care of
children issuing, from the previous marriage. All the divarced, and
separqed (and naturally, the widowed) women h'aii core of the chil
dren. rs

given the fact that 26 of the 61 students in the present study iden

tified the roles of women in their own tribal cultures as those of wife and

mother, it would seem that many Indian women may feel strong pressure to get

tnarriedand r7ise children. OnJ woman responded -to the question of motivation

by responding "For my daughter." The question of what relationship exists

between a Native American woman's marital status and her educational motivation

and achievement deserves study .n itsown right.

In seeking to obteih information about Native American faculty members,

I relied on personal ccntacts. I obtainA nine completed questionnaires

(t..1) of which were not from faculty members but were from women who had com

pleted advanced deg:ies, one Master's in Social Work and one Ph.D.' in Folklbre).
.

I broadened %re base of my survey by including women who were not faculty but

who had completed advanced degrees. A number of other people did not respond,

partly, I think, because the questionnaires were distributed in a group settir

without a personal followup asking for their completion. In addition, I con

ducted personal interviews with four women who are either currently in gradu

ate school or who will be entering during the winter quarter, 177.

These women constitute not so much a random sample of Indian women in

higher education as they do a croup of unique individuals. If the number of

Indian women in college is small in comparison with the size of the Indian

population generally, the size of the population that has either completPd a

graduate degree or is presently working on one is even smaller.

Rather than offering these women as representative of Indian women, I

would rather present them as Indian women who have made unusual achievements.
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Of the wo:-.on who responded to the questionnaire, twc porn in

Texas, four in Oklaho:::a, one ineiZew York, one in California, and one in

South Dakota.. Three are Cherokee, one i -Creek, one is Choctaw, cne is

. Southern Cheyenne, one is Hunkpapa-Sihasapa-Lakota, one is Seneca, and'one

is Cahuilia. Six reported receiving more encouragement than their male'

relatives to go to college,'one reported as much encouragement, and One'

reported lesS encouragement and in fact was discouraged from going to col-

lege so that a male relative could be sent instead.' FiVe hay._ received Ph4.

degrees, two have completed all work toward a rh.D. except the dissertation,

and.two have master's degrees. Six currently hold faculty positions in

colleges or universities, one has held college teaching positions, one is

employed on an Indian related project with a national professional organi-

zation, and one works in an urban Indian community based service organization.

Four indicated that they felt they had been discriminated against

in their college careers more because they were women. One felt the dis-

crimination was based on the fact that she was Indian. Two felt they had

experienced discrimination on both counts, and two indicated no experiences

of discrimination. In defining their own .ogles as Native AMerican women in

higher education they generally saw themselves as aiding Indian students,

supplying information to Indian communities, and presenting Indian concerns

to non-Indian communities. One defined part of her role as being a role

model of a competent Indian woman. One indicated that she represented the

Indian community to non - Indiana by being the only Indian woman that many

people had stated.they knew. Two saw a primary function in offering service

to Indian communities (one of these works in a community based child service

center). All bolt the one saw themselves in one way or another relating to
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Liiiar ctu.,nts.

The personal interviews were conducted with women who are students

in various graduate programs at the University of California, Berkeley,

Stanford University, and 3onzaga University in Spokane, Washington. One

is in public health, two in education, one in anthropology, one is lust

-entering a graduate program in anthropology, and -one is a second year law

student. One is a candidate for a master's degree and four are candidates

for doctorates. An interesting similarity in their backgrounds is that all

.t4
except tw,-, went to Catholic or protestant grade or high schools. The two

exceptions went to p' :blic school, one in a small town in Oklahoma and one

in Idaho. The one from Idaho also attended a Bureau high school in Santa Fe,

New Neaico. All but two had encouragement from their families to go to

college, although in only one case were the parents college-educated. One

who had no real encouragement from her family had very little contact with

her parents from the age of fourteen. The ot:ner said her family was basic-

ally indifferent to her going to college, although her mother seemed to

express some resentment toward her education. This woman decided to enter

college only after leaving home and being on her own for several years.

She said that in her family women had received less encouragement than men

to go to college mainly because women were more pressured to marry and have

children. All of these women have either worked in Indian related programs

or intend to pursue careers related to Indian communities.

One interesting fact commented on by two of the women was that they

felt they received more encouragement than their male relatives to go to

college because they made better grades in high school than their male

relatives, and parents encouraged their children more on the basis of
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grades than of sex. Cne has ft -;e brothers and sisters, and two of her

brothers have finished college but with some difficulty. One wlio has

eleven brothers and sisters said that two of her brothers had attempted

college but did not finish. It would seem from this limited amount of

information that Indian parents seem to encourage their children to go to

college if they feel the children can succeed, and one major indicator of

success is grades.

Two of the women felt that they had been discriminated against in

their college careers because of their Indianness, primarily. One said that

the state from which she came was very racist and-the University that she

attended for her undergraduate degree had graduated only one or two other

Indian students. The tw) who felt discrimination on the basis of Indianness

also said that they had experienced some sexist discrimination. Four women

felt that they had experienced more sexist discrimination and had not ex

perienced racist discrimination. Two of these indicated that they felt that

their Indianness had in fact at times been an asset. Two decided to seek

higher degrees because they had worked in the field of education and were

dissatisfied with the quality of education being offered to Indian students.

Two were interested in the study of Indian cultures and so decided to enter

the field of anthropoligy, in which they felt an advanced degree was neces

sary for their career objectives. One had worked with an Indian alcoholism

program and left to get a master's degree in public health to further her

career. The law student said that from the time she entered college she

wanted to go to law school, and her primary motivation for that decision

was hearing her father and his friends talking about the need for legal

representation for Indian communities.
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Although three of the women have children, only cne is married at

the present time.

One question that was asked on the faculty questionnaire and in

interviews was whether the women had ever been put down by an Indian man

for being an educated woman. This question was in some ways equivalent to

the question on the student questionnaire "Have you ever been told that it

is not the Indian way for a woman to get a college degree?" The question

about being put down has elicited the most emotional response of any of the

questions asked in the interviews. The emotion has generally seemed a com

binatio% of irony, ousement, and exasperation. Sometimes this kind of a

put down, if one may use so unscientific a term, is b:Lsed upon sac woman's

unacceptability for marriage once she is educated. In some cases it seems

to be baced upon some sense of economic competition. In the faculty quest

ionnaires, two women reported that they had not experienced such comments

from Indian men.

The reasons or comments that women made about the experience are in

teresting. One woman commented that she had been put down "only by a few

educated Indian men and one 'activist,'" One woman commented that professional

Indian women seemed to have difficulty with each other in terms of appropri

ate roles when Indian males were present. One said "Yes, sociallysometimes

teasing." The General trend of comments would indicate that women would be

more likely to be put down in the presence of Indian men in organization

meetincs. and oltJid,2 the context of their own colImunities, although one woman

reported the put down coming from her father and from uneducated Indian men

who considered her somewhat stran:e. The fact that the educated Indian women

questioned have with three exceptions (one st;;dent interviewed reported that

'11
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she had rot had such an experience) experienced the "put down" may indicate

both a certain sense of male chauvinism unrelated to Indian cultural values

at all, or a certain persistence of the sense tha woman's place is in the home,

which could be associated with traditional Indian value systems, or a certain

sense of economic competition where Indian men feel that Indian women are

taking jobs that they themselves should be Getting. In some ways, the put

down may also be becoming a part of the patterns of malefemale interaction

that have traditionally been defined in Indian cultures. The teasing-or joking

relationships that still exist in Indian community life as a part of sociali

zation processes are being extended to take in new situations, and the edu

cated Indian woman, anomoly though she may seem, is still moving in an Indian

community, although it is often a community of other professional Indian people

interacting on a national level through meetings or conferences. The put down

is sometimes done in that teasing sense that makes it a part of an expected

behavior pattern. This is not to deny the fact thlt it is also sometime done

in dead seriounness. Whatever its source, the put down seems to be a common

experience of Native American women in higher education, and a social pressure

they munt face.

If the Native American faculty and professional women questioned and

the women currently in graduate school whe were interviewed are highly unusual

in their accomplinlunents in relation to most Native American women, they are

also strongly committed to their sense of Native American identity, and they

are committed to playing an active role in assisting other Indian women (and

Indian students Generally) to get through college. They are also strongly

committed to playing some role that will benefit Native American communities

in the country today.
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RECOMENDATIONS FOR RESEARCH

There are several recommendations for research that can be made as a

result of this preliminary descriptive study. There needs to be research

that deals specifically with the question of aspiration to college of male

and female `native American high school students. I have not found any major

research that deals with this topic, although I have not reviewed all the

literature on Indian education that might deal with this subject. Studies

should be done in high schools to determine the perceptions of male and female

'Dative American students ahout their ability to go oil to college and also to

find out whether teachers and counselors have different perceptions of the

abilities of male and female students to succeed in college. A very important

study would be one directed toward parents and their aspirations for their

male and female children, and whether those aspirations are more strone'

influenced by cultural or economic factors, or what proportions of each.

Parental support and encouragement seem to be the greatest factors

in motivating Indian students to complete high school and go to college.

Questions of motivation need to be explored more fully. In regard to the

question in the survey I conducted of whether women have received more,

equal or less support and encouragement than their male relatives, the women

I interviewed indicated that generally the support seemed to depend more on

grades in high school as an indication of future success in college. The

women generally tended to do better than their male relatives in high school

and thus were considered to be more likely candidates for a college education

than males. Only one woman indicated that there was a feeling in her family

that i,,ediate entry into the job market after high school was a pressure

on males while education was considered more appropriate for females. In
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general, the women interviewed seemed to have achieved more advanced degrees

and been more successful in completing their undergraduate degrees than their

male relatives. Further research might reveal some differences in parental

attitude toward male and female students as factors in the selection of

college education.

Studies of accul ion in Indian tribes seem to indicate that women

are less acculturatA than men and have a more conservative attitude toward

cultural change than men.
40

For those women involved in higher education,

then, the values and attitudes that they display should be different than

those of men. At least one research study contradicts this conclusior

Ryan's study of personality factors of Native American students at the _fli-

versity of South Dakota indicates that there were no significant differences

between male and female Native American students on the basis of data gathered

01 a personality inventory form administered to sixty-five undergraduate and

graduate students at the University of South Dakoti...
41

On the other hand,

Ryan found significant differences between Native American and non-Native

American female students on nine of the 22 traits measured by the inventory.
42

It is not within the scope of this study to discuss the differences in Native

American male and female college students in terms of personality traits

that might contribute to success or failure in college. This area might

be an interesting one to explore. A study of the role of marriage in the

life patterns of male and female Native American students would probably

be very valuable.

Given the limitations of time and availability of information, the

present study can only represent a very preliminary investigation of the

status of Native American women in higher education. It is hoped that
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more time and money can be made available at a later date and that the

important fields of female Native American students' motivations and percep-

tions can be researched.

CONCLUSION

Native American women constitute a significant pool of resources

for the future development of strength and stability in Native American

communities. Their roles in their own homes and families are part of their

traditional contributions to the maintenance of their communities. In their

new roles as college students and college graduates, many Native American

women are playing important roles in education, in community service organic

zations, and in national organizations where they represent the concerns of

their people to non-Indians. They are advocates for and participants in

Indian community life at various levels. But their numbers are very small,

and there are still many barriers to the participation of Native American

students in higher education. One Indian woman phrased the problem very

succinctly, and her statement certainly has relevance to this study. She

said:

Since 1969 among the Pueblos of New Mexico which number approxi-
mately 30,000 people about 250 Indian people have graduated from college.
Of this 250 persons, 110 are women. That is less than one percent of
the people and far less than one-half of one percent of the people who

are women. This speaks directly to absence of opportunity because the
coping skills of Indian people belie any accusations of lack of in-

telligence. What this means is that Indian people are being denied
the opportunity to integrate the formal educational processes into tribal

organization and structure.
3

Although the subject of this paper has been the status of Native American

women in higher education, the emphasis in research and development of pro-

grams must be on the availability of opportunity for all Native American

students who want to pursue a college education. The skills of college-educated
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men and women are needed in Indian communitiesin health, education, social

service programs, resource management and development, in all those areas

on which the future economic development and social stability of Indiar com-

munities depends. The results of this study tend to indicate that Indian

women do not have significantly different problems than Indian men in getting

a college degree. In some instances being an -Indian woman may be a eecidec

advantage over being an Indian man. Bur. this is only true in very limited

instances.

The greatest pressures on Indian women may be those associates with

traditional Indian values toward home and family, the role of wife and mother

being difficult to combine with that of full -time college student or full-time

professional. But some women are combining those roles successfully and hope-

fully more will do so in the future. The Indian woman in higher education

has a commitment to her family and community, and to herself, to devQlcp her

own potential skills and talents mo= fully so that she can participate most

fully and effectively in her community, be it one of students 7n a University

setting, or community people, or a community of Indian professionals working

in government or professional organizations. The need for that commitment is

not unique to women but to Indian people generally. The roles of men and women

in traditiorJ1 Indian cultures are complimentary ones--each sex performs val-

uable functions for the continuation of the society as a whole, and the society

values the contributions of its members who perform their functions with skill.

Hopefully the complimentary nature of male and female roles will continue to

be recognized in contemporary Indian societies and men and women will work

together in the future as they have in the past.
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DATA ON NATIVE AMERICAN WOMEN IN HIGHER EDUCATION

TOTAL

over 16

years
16 to 19

years

20 to 24

years

25 to 34

years

35 t 44

years

45 to 64

years

651 ove

TOTAL Female Population Over 16 233 266 32 740 33 213 SO 111 39 173 54 929 23 100
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Mediun School Years Completed 10.5 10.6 12.2 11.5 10.1 9.2 7.5

% of High School Graduates 34.6 19.2 57.7 41.8 31.8 23.1 ; 11,9

"r17Tli, Fl male Popal.tion With Some College b
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1
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(100",,)

953

(1'1,)

5631

(23.8%)

6566
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3923

(16.6")

-
52111

(22)
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10.1 2.9 17 13.1 10 9.? 5.9
_ .

;u7.1er with 1.3 Years Collcgc c
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5029

(28.3%)

4610

(25.9%)

2726

(15.31)

1653

(20,5%1
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(4.5t)
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2,9 15.1 9,2

1
i 6.7 3.5

iumher with 1 or more Years College d

% of Female Pop. With Some College
>

% of Total Female Population
r

5861

(100%)

8

(.1%)

605

(10.30)

1956

(33.401'

1199

(20.5%)

1518

(26,1%1

545

0.3:21

40.324.8 .8 10.7 29.8 30.5 29.8

2.5 .0 2 1.8 3.9 3.1 2.8 2.4

IT:

% of Native Artrican Women Who entered College (1)/a).

t.);

% of Native Arcricdn ..ho 1,epn hut not "finished' college (c/b).

C'w.) 3

C:71 t of Native American Women, who began and "finished" college (d/b).

"i of Native American Wren who "finish" College (d/a).

;'finish" meaning 4 or more years of College)

Source: United States- Bureau of the CensJs,
Census of Pcpulation: 1970, Subject Reports, Final Report

PC(2)-1F, American Indians, Washington, U.S. Government Printing Office, 1973, table 5.
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TABLE E -2

Educational Characteristics of the U.S. Total _population and Urban and Rural Indians, 1970

Schooling Co:pleted

(16 Yrs. of Age or Older)

!!aleq: 8 Yrs, Schooling

Or less

T-
lIndians

Urban

Indians-Rural

Con-,
U.S. radian ontrans Concentration

-4-ur-anaTZ: 731:17-
Total Total q411. Call

.. iou 01.1aho7:a* 1:asnin,ton r !!!E
1--

4 College

Or nore

!I.eLan Schoolin (yrs)

Fenales: "I, 8 Yrs Schooling

or Less

% High School

r,ra:!uates

___. .___

34 3L

.

3d,
,

26".

12.6 3.5

12.1 10.4

25% 34%

55 35

% 4 Yrs. College

or mortl
7,8

12.1

2.5

!!ed!an Schcolin,1

(.Yr0

1

10.5

26

21

:nr:117,27.*. in Sncol

,,

37

27

% 3-4 Yrs, Old

7, 18-24 Yrs. Old:
Yale

Female

...

46

23:

46

34

3R

61

39 25

1 5.6 4.0 4.1 2.8 1.5

1 11.5 11.6 10.7 11.0 9.4

-25%-423 31 28 43%

44 46 38 36 25

3.8 3.2 1.1 1.9 1.2

1

I

11.4 11.6 10.8 10.9

:25 26 25

1.3 1.6 1.7

9.1 9.4 9.7

:52% 47% 372

' 23 26 26

0.8 1.2 1,2

9.7 8.7 9.3 10.1

Urban RuralUrbanRural

11.2n5.21.1% .4% 11.1",/, 8.87.15,1%15 6. 17,A125,111

27 22 32 28

22 119 j 23 21

* Data on persons 16 yrs of age or older not available Source:

by urbln/rural. Data on persons of both sexes 25 yrs

of aRe or older is as follv.:s: Okla'loma V,ashington

Urban RurallIban Rural

% 8 Yrs of Schooling or Less

% H.S. Graduates

-0 7. 4 Yrs College or :ore

Wian Schooling

30 50

47 28

6.1 2,7

11.6 9

, 28 39

43 31

4.1 1.7

11.2 10.1

24 24 25 ;31 31 33

21 13 20 '25 24 18

U.S. Bureau of the Census,

1970 Census of Pooulation;

General Social and Economic

Characteristics, United States

Sumaryl PC (1)-D1; Detailed

Characteristics United States.

Scmary, PC (1)-D1; Subject

Reports: American Indians;

PC (2)-1F.



NUMBER OF NATIVE AMFAICAI
UNDER THE SPONSORSHIP OF
SCHOLARSHIP PROGRAM.*

APPENDIX 3

STUDENTS CRADUATING
TUE BUREAU OF INDIAN

FY Year 1975

IN VARIOUS PROFESSIONS WHILE
AFFAIRS HIGHER EDUCATION

EDUCATION 135 COMPUTER SCIENCE 7
HEALTH FIELDS 198 AGRICULTURE
SOCIOLOGY 165 CHEMISTRY 6
nrsINEss 110 RELIGION 6
SYCHOLOGY 82 PHILOSOPHY 6
FINE ARTS 57 GEOLOGY 6
ENGLISH 38 VETERNARIAN MEDICINE 6
HISTORY 34 ARCHITECTURE 4
COUNSELING 29 WILDLIFE SCIENCE 4
BIOLOGY 27 HUMANITIES 3
POLITICAL SCIENCE 27 GEOGRAPHY 3
HOME E:;ONOMICS 22 MATHEMATICS 3

ANTHROPOLOGY 19 ECONOMICS 3

ETHNIC STUDIES 19 LINGUISTICS 2

INDUSTRIAL ARTS 17 HORTICULTURE 2
COMMUMICATION ARTS 16 URBAN PLANNING 2
JOURNALISM 14 ZOOLOGY 2
ENGINEERING 13 ELECTRONICS 2
LAW (UNDERGRADUATE) 12 FORESTRY 2
LIBERAL ARTS 12 REWARCH 2

CoMMNITY SERVICES 11 PHOTOGRAPHY 1

POLICE SCIENCE 10 AlFRI(NN STUDIES 1

NATURAL RESOURCES 9 LIBRARY SCIENCE 1

(ENVIRONMENTAL SCIME) ARCHEOLOGY 1

RECREATION
OTHER (UNLISTED) 9

SPECIAL PROGRAMS (ADVANCED DEGREES)
Law

AmericATI

ScholJrship. 65

Ind. School Adr-

program 10

GRAND TOTAL. 14')7

DCE/flk!her Education 10/24/75

*Inf,)rration frori RtircAn of IndiAu Affliv:, Division Evaluation
Rewlrch apl Develc7Iment, Alhurpwrque, New Mexico, courtesy of LeRoy Falling
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Table 13, Bureau of Indian Affairs Higher Education Program

Fiscal Year 1974*

Area Total Number

Number

Students

Number

Under-

Graduates

Number

Graduates

Students

Under-Graduate

Earning Degree

Graduates

Earning Degrees

GRAND TOTALS 13,893 13,374 521 1,141 226

AB E RD EEN 11 1,P52 1,829 23 126 2

ALKQUERQUE 751 738 13 77 1

ANADARKO 1,156 1,066 70 103 6

BILLINGS 975 975 0 48 0

EASTERN 235 229 6 5 0

4
.4 ,JnEAU

8

1,197 1,160 37 175 33
N

A!!INNEAPOLIS 1,540 1,512 28 150 1
''.

:v.VSKOGEE 1,826 1,749 77 193 76

NAVAJO
2/

1,820 1,820 0 96 0 lel

?HEM 912 693 19 63 4

PORTLAND 907 887 20 64 6

SACR=TO 512 496 16 41
9

SPECIAL PRO2AnS
3./

212 0 £2 0 88

MW
1/ Includes students enrolled in Sinte Gleska and Lakota Indian Junior Colleges.

2/ Includc., students enrolled in Navajo Community College

2j Includes students under American Indian Scholarships contract, American Indian Law Program and those enrolled

in Indian School Administrator's- program

Note: Approximately 55% of the students are single and 45% are married

*Source: United States Department of the Interior, Bureau of indian Affairs, Office of Indian Education ?rograms.

- Fiscal Year 1974 Statistics Concerning Indian Education (Lawrence, Kansas Haskell Indian Junior College, /1974/).



APPENPIX 54f

SUMMARY OF STATISTICS--NATIVF AMER! '14; STPD! 'TS IN HIGUFR FDITATTON

Verk.ental-e of total

Student Penulattun

rndry,a-.11:11Ate Total 32,757 0.6
(Full Time) Female 114,5.'44 n.6

Male 18,211 0.6

Crlduat (Full Total 0.5
PArt Time) Female 1,11 n,1

Mile 1,974 n.3

Proto!o,ionil Total 730 0.3
Enrollment Female 191 0.4
(Full and Part 530 0.3
Time)

Cr 'dilate (1,311 Total 1,597
Time) vemale "00 0.4

Male 0.3

Profe'; ,f,,n11 Total 0.3
(Full Time) Female 101 n.3

Male '457 0.3

7'nlerorafulte Total
c

9.6
(Foi l arf Part Fem,110 25,0?6
lime) Male (1.6

Rre.A-wn Furollnent qtatistics of Native American Full time rnder-
rrlduate

Reyi.ln 1 ((:ornecti e9, MAfne, Miqcarbusetts. New Pampchire, Rhode island, Vermont)

r,n

0.2

'414 11.:

;13
"alo '577 1

Re!'ion 1 ( 1 4 .1 !Ct r ct Cole-111 MArv1.4e(!, Penecr.vIvAnfa, Vir^joia,
r. Virr;,o1.13

0,2

1)1

Pr7ion i (':11,.4ma. Floridi corrla, Fntuele.v, Mi!4ci,-..-41p1)1, North Carol4ne,
SwIth cArolf-10, Tonnecce
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Rgion S Indiana, Michigan, Minne,;ota, Ohio, Wisconsin)

Total
Female

Male

3,664 0.1
1.6!..8 0.3

2,016 0.3

Pxdon (Arkans,s, Louisiana, New Mexico, Oklahoma, Trx:is)

Total 6.'46' 1.1

2,'479 1.2

Male 1,511 1.1

Region 7 (Iowa, Kansis, Missouri, Nebraska)

2,091

91'1

1,156

().7

0.7

Rion 8 (Colorado, Montana, North Dakota. South Dakota, Ptah, Wvominr)

Ti,! 11 1,2%i7 1.i

Fe.nal 1.8

Male 1,641 1.3

Re;7ion 9 (Ari7ona. California, Nevada)

;.I

1.0

5.0(11 1.1

10 Oion, Washington)

.
^,alo 1.1.'6 1.4

I.. 1.:

:,ita from lnstitotion:: ot !licher Edncation, Fall. 1974."
aeout Center, Compntr Operation,. Divicion, Department of
1.,1Itritic'n And WelfAr, Wallitwten. D.C.

, - t IRA 7,



APPENDIX 6

STUDENT QUESTIONNAIRE

THE STATUS OF INDIAN WOMEN IN HIGHER EDUCATION

The purpose of this questionnaire is to compile information for a research study
on the status of Indian women in higher education. The study is being sponsored
by the Women's Research Bureau of the National Institute of Education in Washing-
ton, D.C. as part of an extensive study on Indian women in the United States today.

There has been Very little research done on Indian women in higher education.
Your asA.stance in filling out this questionnaire will be most valuable in
contributing to the available knowledge on this subject, The results of the
study will be published by the Women's Research Program.

Clara Sue Kidwell
Associate Professor
Native American Studies
University of California
Berkeley, California

Birthplace

Ttibe

Current Home Address

Current School Address

Number of

Number of

Where did

Brothers in your family?

Sisters in your family

you attend elementary school?

Where did you attend high school?

Age

Degree of Indian blood

College Class

Freshman Sophomore Junior Senior Graduate

Major

What degree are you working toward?

AA BA BS MA MS MED. EdD. PhD.

Other (Please.specify)

If you are an undergraduate, do you intend to go on to complete a bachelor's degree?

Yes No

Do you intend to go to graduate school? Yes No Uncertain

Do you intend to work after you graduate? Yes No

.If yes, what kind of employment or career do you expect to have?

5° BEST COPY AVAILABLE55



: Number of brothers attending college

Number of sisters attending college

Number of'years of school completed by mother

Number of years of school completed by father

What do youfeeI is the most significant factor that has motivated you to go to college?
(If you feel that one of the following is significant, please rank the factors in order
of importance, 1, 2, 3, etc.)

Parental pressure

Need for future employment

Desire for a professional career

General interest

Encouragement by high school teacher or guidance counselor

Other (Please explain)

Do you feel that you have had less equal more encouragement than your
brothers (or other close male relatives your age) to go to college?
(Please circle one response)

Has anyone ever discouraged you from attending college because you are female?

Yes No

Do you feel that you are in a competitive situation with the men in your classes?

Yes No

Is it your perception that women students' perform
More poorly as well as better than men in your cusses?

If you feel that :..ou have experienced discrimination at any time in your college
career, do you feel that it was because you were Indian, or because you were a women?

Indian Women

Have you ever been told that it is not the Indian way for a woman to get a college
education (Or any comments to that effect)?

Yes No

Do you feel that you are going against your own Indian customs or culture to get a
college degree?

Could you briefly describe what you feel is the typical role that a woman is expected
to play in your tribal culture. .

51
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APPENI LX 1

FACULTY QUESTIONNAIRE
THE STATUS OF NATIVE AMERICAN WOMEN IN HIGHER EDUCATION

This questionnaire is being used to gather information for a study on the Status of
Native American Women in higher Education, sponsored by the Women's Research Program
of the National Institute of Education. The study is pa-t of a major research project
on the status of Native American women generally in the .cited States. Since there
is virtually nn research in this area. being carried on at the present time, your
assistance will be most valuable in contributing to the knowledge of the topic.

Clara Sue Kidwell
Associate Professor
Native American Studies
3415 Dwindle Hall
University of California\
Berkeley, California 94720

Name

Place of Birth

Tribal Affiliation

Grade School attended (Name and Location)

High Scnool Attended (Name and Location)

Highest degree you have obtained, academic field, and name of University or college
awarding the degree

Present position (title, academic area, and location)

If you feel that you have ever been discriminate against in your college career,
do You feel that it -,/as more because you were Indian or because you were a woman?

Did You receive less, more, or as much encouragement as your male relatives to attend
college?

What motivated you to go 'to college?

E52_B COPY AVAILABLE



What motivated You to seek, a higher degree?______

Have you ever been put down by an Indian man for being an educated woman?

What major funtio would You define for Yourself as a Native American Woman in higher
education, i.e., helping Indian students through school, representing the Indian
community to non-Indian people, serving Indian communities, etc.?

May I have your permission to quote your statements where appropriate to the research
report? Yes Ni

53 -
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APPENIX 8

SUT1ARY OF ,TESTIONNAPE DATA FROM STUDENTS

Background (Place of Birth, current home address and/or place of high school)

Urban 34

Rural or reservation community 27

Educational Background (type of school attended)

Urban Mission Bureau of Indian Affairs Public

Elementary 1 2 30-1/2

High School 4-1/2 29-1/2

Rural or

Reservation
Elementary 6 1 20

High School 5 6 15

Tribl Groups designatcd by geographical area of Tribe

Northern Plains 15

Southern Plains 16
Southwest 6

California-Nevada I

Plateau 1

Eastern 1.:oodlands 7

Five Civilized Tribes 5

Caribbean 1

alb

Are

18 1 26 2

19 9 27 1

20 8 28 1

21 5 29 1

22 5 30 1

23 7 31-35 1

24 5 36-40 5

25 3 42 2

Degree of Indian Blood

4/4 30

3/4 4

lt2 18

1/4 6

NR 3

54 5,, -TEST COPY AVAILABLE



55

College Class

Freshman 16

Sophomore 23

Junior 3

Senior 5

Graduate 3

NR 11

Number of Brothers in Family Number of Sisters in Family

0 6 0 5

1 17 1 10
2 7 19
3 15 3 8

4 8 4 10

5 4 5 5

6 1 6 3

7 7 1

11 1

Degree being worked taward

AA 11

BA 21

BS 7

MA 1

MS 3

Ed.D. 1

Ph.D. 6

M.PH 2

NP. 8

Do you intend to complete'a bachelor's degree

Yes 49

No 4

NR 8

Do You intend to go to graduate school

Yes 28

No 7

Uncertain 22

NR 4

l''TZ
.L.;Ut.
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Number of.Brothers in College Number of Sisters in College

1 11 1 20
7 2

3 2

Number of Years of School Completed by Parents

Mother 1-5 0 Father 1-5 2

6-10 19 6-10 20
11-12 24 11-12 16

Some College 9 Some College 8
College Degree 2 College Degree 3

NR 7 Advanced Degree 1

NR 11

Significance of motivational factors (Number of times rank was assigned)

Parental Pressure Employment Career Interest
Teacher or Cou
seler Encoura.,

1 5 1 14 1 27 1 17 1 3

_ 7 2 12 2 12 2 10 2 3

3 10 3 14 3 10 3 4 3 3

4 7 4 9 4 0 4 7 4 4

5 4 5 0 5 5 5 0 5 12

6 1 6 1

Do you plan to work after graduation?

:es 47

No 1

NR 2

Did you Recieve less, equal or more encouragement than brothers or other
close male relatives to go to college?

Less 6

Equal 26-1/2
".ore 21-1/2
NR 3

Were you ever discouraged from going to college because you were a woman:

Yes 14

No 46
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ycu eel you have been discr 7:.inated against in your college career, was
.t more becau.-;e yeu ..,-ere Indian or because you yore a woman?

indian 30

10

Soth 9

7

have You ever been that it was not tae Indian way for a woman to go
to college?

11

0

Do you feel Caat you are going against yo :r own In,:ian customs or culture
to get a college degree?

Yes 4

No 53
Sometimes 4

Do you feel in a competitive situation with the men in your classes?

Yes

32

NR 1

Is it your perception that Indian women perform more poorly than, equal to,
or better than Indian men in your classes?

More poorly 2

As yell as 41
Better 14
Some women do better 3

N't 1
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