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PREFACE

The Elementary Science Study is one of many curriculum development
programs in the fields of science, social studies, and mathematics under
preparation at Education Development Center, Inc. EDC (a private nonprofit
organization, incorporating the institute for Educational Innovation and
Educational Services incorporated) began in 1958 to develop new ideas and
methods for improving the content and process of education.

ESS has been supported primarily by grants from the National Science
Foundation. Development of materials for teaching science from kinder-
garten through eighth grade started on a small scale in 1960. The work of
the project has since involved more than a hundred educators in the con-
ception and design of its units of study. Among the staff have been scientists,
engineers, mathematicians, and teachers experienced in working with stu-
dents of all ages from kindergarten through college.

Equipment, films, and printed materials are produced with the help of
staff specialists, as well as of the film and photography studios, the design
laboratory, and the production shops of EDC. At every stage of development,
ideas and materials are taken into actual classrooms, where children help
shape the form and content of each unit before it is released to schools
everywhere.
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I want to thank Adeline Naiman and Nancy Weston for assisting in the
production of this book.

David Webster



There are tracks everywhere: along the highway, around your house,
and in the woods. You can find them in snow, mud, sand, dust, and cement.
This book has many photographs of the tracks made by cars and humans
and other animals. Look for tracks outside, and try to figure out how they
were made.
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made by any
of these tires?
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Which tracks were
made first?
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How were these tracks formed?
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What stories do these
skid marks tell?
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What happened here?
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How much can you tell about these footprints?

r)
14

29



Does snow melt in your tracks
because your boots are hot?
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do footprints sometimes melt like this?
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How were these
tracks made?
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Can you tell the

dog tracks from the

cat tracks?





How would the
footprints of
these animals
look?
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In which direction

were these animals

moving?
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Have you ever seen
tracks in cement?
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How were these dinosaur
tracks made in stone?
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How could you make tracks with ink or poster paint?

Victor Stokes, E.D,C.
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What animals could

have made the holes?

I

61



Who was following whom?

Where did the animal

that made this track

come from, and where

did it go?
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, What happened here?
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Which marks were made by water?
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What makes the wake
of a ship white?
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What could have caused this wake?
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