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OBJECTIVES ~ - .

. When vou finish this module- vau will be able to:. : \ ~\
1. Read the rental ads in the newspaper. . =
2. Look for a pLLce to-live that'is_right for you.
3. Ask questi(ms dl)Ollt alease before vou sign alease. , A ‘
4. Undelstand some 1mp01tant words used on « lease.

SITUATION SETTER ( o

o

When*wour humly needs to find a place to hve thele are four things you must
think about: Do vou want to rent an dpdltment or buy a house? Where do you
want to live? How much can you pay? How many bedrooms do you need? .

You can hnd ads for places to live in the Classnhed sectlon of vour local newspaper.
Usually it is in the last few pages of the newspaper, but in a larger paper, such as
the Sundd\ paper, it may be a separate section. Ads for places to live are put in
the newspaper by ‘the owner of the house or apar tment, or by a real estate
‘(lgelig)" Each-ad has a telephone number 50 you can call for more information.

A

| COMPREHENSION QUESTIONS - | |
. ~ 1. What things do you have to think about when vou need to f‘nd a pT_Ze to hver’

2. 2. Where can vau find out about plyces to live?
« 3. What is the’section of newspaper called where you'can find ads_ for pLices to
F B ' ll\'e’) - - . v
1. Who puts ads in the newspapers? ' \ ‘
50 How cart you find out more about an apax’tment or houser’ ) S

POINTS FOR DISCUSSIO\

1. How dld vour famllv find the houge or apartment where you live now?
2. HD()e.s your family want to move? Where would vour family like to move?

‘

v

READING# "RENTAL ADS

In order to understand the rental dds you should understand the abbrevmtlons

used Here are some common abbrevmtlons
)

BR/bdrm—bedroom appl—appliances

DR—dining room w/w cpt—wall-to-wall carpeting ,
LR—Ilivingroom — - util—utilities 1 :: Cx »
kit—kitchen - | H—heat e S
bath—bathroom R HW-—hot water - " :
lg—large . . ref req—references required
furn—turnished ’ avail—available ’ .
unfurn—unfurnished incl—included{;
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’ You should also know these wor\ds ‘ : o 5 .
Lease-a written,, legal agreement between the tenan\f"\and the owner of the apart-.

ment

Security deposit—¢xtra money that you give to the landlord If there is no damage
tothe apartment, he or she returns the securlty deposlt when you move out.

- Ut1ht1es—electr1c1ty, heat -~ .

References-information from prev1ous landlords or other persons saying you are a
good person to have as a tenant. © - .

Immediately available-this means you can move into the apartment rlght away

" No pets or chlldren—you cannot- rent this, apartment if you have children or a cat
or dog. T

Studm/eff’cnencyha one-room apartment

$180———the price shown in the ad is the monthly rent s

‘Hete is an ad from todays newspaper RFad it and answer the questlons that
fOllOW . - L : . T

o " BT $180. Madison Ave. 2BR
: X ) LR, kit, bath, furn.

util. incl., lease.

"| Apex Realty 489- 0876

How many bedrooms are ‘there?

What other rooms are there? ,

How much is the rent each month?

Are utilities included in that price?
. What street is the apartment on?

Do you think this ad is from a real estate agency or the owner?

Will you get a lease? .

If you are interested in this apartment how can you find out more about 1t'?
- What questions would you ask?

- - i

RENTAL ADS DISCUSSION 4

Look at the ads below. Which place is best for your family? Why’p (Think about
pnce size of apartment; and ‘whether or not it’s furnished.)

3

»

l$150. Central Ave. Studio

all util.incl. furn,
immed.avail. call
evening 459-6382

| no pets, lease 869-6872

$195.Park Dr. o bus route
2BR, furn,util.not incl.

$220.Allen Dr.. new 2BR,lg.
kit.,LR,bath.w/w.cpt.,new

appl.,unfurn,avail.Sept 1 -
382-6079

(2]

" $230.Pine Str. Modern 3BR,

LR, kit,bath, DR, garage,
no util., 2yr.lease

41}3—9212
S

$280.Spruce St.,3BR house,
LR,DR,playroom,lg. yard
garage,unfurn.,ref.req.
876-3921

!
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BACKGROUND TO.THE DIALOG
The Lopez family is looking for an apartment. Mr. Lopez looked in the rental ads .
in today’s newspaper. He found an ad for an apartment. It has exactly what they
‘are looking for. He is calling to find out more about it.
4
»
) ] : -




DIALOG

Voice: Hello? : _

Mr. Lopez: Hello. I'm calling about your d(l in today’s paper. Is thc apartment

' ~ostill available?- . '

Voide: Yes. it is.

Mr. Lopez: Can I conte and see it t()mg,ht at 7 ()()r’

Voice: Yes, vou can , :

Mr. Lopez: What's the ad(lress?

- Voice: 640 Washington Avenue.

Mr. Lopez ‘How do I get there from Colonie? S

V(foe “Take*Central Avenue toward kll)tuw Tum ng,ht on Colvin, and then left
~on’ Washington Avenue.

Mr. Lopez: Thdnl\ \Ou very much. I'll see you at 7: 00.

%

——

CONMPREHENSION QUESTIONS_ _ . - oo

L. What is Mt. Lopez calling ibout?
2. Whéredid he find the telephone number?

3. Has the apartment been rented yet? ,
4., Is Mr. Lopez going to see the apartment? When?

»

;>

\IICROCO\IVERSATIO\JS Practice these conversations with another: student
You may want to ask someone questions about the apartment or house over othe
telephone -

MICROCONVERSATION 1

Student A: Is there a garage?
vard?
dining room?
washer and dryer?
. Student B: Yes, there is.
No, there isn't.

MICROCONVERSATION 2 ‘ v ' /

Student A: Is it on the-first floor?
' the second-floor?
a busy ;treet?'l
a quiet street?

Student B: Yes, it is.

No, it isn T | » | \
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MICROCONVERSATION 3

Student A: Does the apartment.have oil heat?
: X gas heat?
. a yard? o
" wall-to-wall ecarpeting?
hot water?. ‘
S a washer and dryer? .
( a garage?

Student B\, Yes. it does. . - .
. No, it doesn’t. .

' LEASES - . o .

" DIALOG

Mr. Lopez and his family came’ to see the dpartment and they really like it. But,
before they make their decision, Mr. Lopez must ask the landlord a few important
questions. :

Mr. Lopez: Do you require a lease?

Landlord: .Yes. There’s a one-year lease:

Mr. Lopez: Do yourequire a security deposit? '
Landlord: Yes. One month’s rent.
Mr. Lobpez: Do you allow children?
Landlord: Yes, I do.

Mr. Lopez: What about pets?
Landlord: No, I don'’t allow pets.

MICROCO'NVERSATIONS: Practice these conversations with another stud'ent.

7

MI’CROC%)NVERSATION 1 | -

There are some other important questions you may wish to ask before signing a
~lease. If utilities are not included in the rent, it is a good idea to ask the owner

how much the gas and electric bills are per month. ‘
“Student A: How much is the electric bill?
gas bill?
" . ~ water bill?
S : oil bill?

Student B: It's about $30 a month. —
. «-345 a month.
- ' $10 a month. § .
> ' $35 a month. " - ’

Cd
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MICROCONVERSATION 2 R . )

Schools. bus service, storesy and parks are other things vou might want to ask
about before you decide to rent an apartment or buy a housc.

a

" Student ‘A: Is there a school nearby?

shopping center nearby?

bus stop nearby?

park nearby? .

{ grocery store nearby?

Student B: Yes, there’s one two blocks away.

1 . on the corner.

. ~ down the street. ,
across the street. .

— ~ on the next block.

ot

READING: LEASES

When you rent an apartment '_vou are oft

lawyer for help.)

~ Some of the words you should know fre:

landlord—the person who owns the apartiment | &Q
tenant—the person who is renting the apartment -
term—how long the tenant agrees to rent the apartment

premises—the apartment which is being gented .
commencing—beginning.



]

Here is 4 sample lease” Look at“tt and answer the questions.
" /
' \\ L ‘ APARTMENT LEASE
: (cover page) 7
Premises: 640 Washingtori Avenue. '
. Albany, New York ‘ \\
“1‘
g RN
" Term: “) One year o

Commencing: September 1, 1976

Monthly Rent $175.00 - .
. y |
- Landlord /~ George Wilson o , S
Tenant . Fernando Lopez ‘

1
18

- Security Depo‘s‘it $175.00

(to be returned provided the lease is
ndt broken and there are no damages) |

) ¥ |
|
Landlord
. i - fernonido Lipes
. . "I"enan‘t / |
) o _ i | \_,
< m |
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APARTMENT LEASE

9

This Agreement, ﬁmde the tweﬁtiefh . day of Al-igulst' it
ve(u- one thousand nine hundled and -seventy-six. between - George
Wilson hereinafter called the Landlord and Femando Ldpez here-
inafter called the Tenant. - -

P

That the Landlord hereby lets unto the Tenant, and the Tenant does hereby
p . 4 ’ N .
hire "and take from the Landlord, all. those certain rooms known"as , B

-

apartment, on the ~2nd floor and known as 640 Washington Avenue,

Albany, New York 12203 , for the term of = one vear to commence

© . Sept. 1, 13.76 " and to end CAugust 31, 1977 ; to be ocmlpi(:/d as a
private dwelting apartment by the Tenant and his family only, ‘consisting of

. >

four persons.

.

OMPREHENSION QUESTIONS -

What is the address of the apartment?

What is the name of the owner of the ap‘utment‘f) .
What is the name of the man-who is renting the -apartment? T~
How long is the lease for? '

Was a security.deposit required? How much? -

Who must sign the lease? .

DUk o~

POINTS FOR DISCUSSION S

1. What does ;’om apartment or house look like? Describe it.
AVhat’s vour neighborhood like?

'3 )o vou like your neighborhood? Why?

45 What was your home in your country like?

5. What are some differences between' your home in the United States and vour
_home in your countw ‘ . . ’

-
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